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¥ SAMUEL X. 12,

Be of good courage, and let us play the men for our
people and for the cities of our God ; and ihe
Lord do that which seemeth him good.

THIS animating and patriotic speech
)| Toab the Captain of the armies of Israel, is wor-
thy a brave general and a lover of his countr y. It
furnishes a suitable theme for our reflections at this
time ; and, without any comment, as the words seem
suiﬁ(ﬂenﬂy obvious, I shall proceed to notice those
things, which they suggest, applicable to the present
state of our Country.
In the first place, they remind us of danger and

of the occasion which we have for courage. The

kingdom of Judea was then threatened with in-
vasion. 'The children of Ammon by an outrageous
insult to the ambassadors of the king, had giv en him

just cause of offence, and expecting his resentment 'y

immediately prepared for war. And when David
heard of it, he sent Joab and all his host of mighty
men. He was fortunate as well as provident in be-

“ing thus prepared with an ahle general, and a host of
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mighty warriors, to chastise the insolence of his ene-
mies and maintain the rights and honor of his king.
dom. ,‘

How different from this is cur sitwation | Without
any suflicient and justifiable cause, as was shown in
our morning’s discourse; the President and a major-
ity in Congress have declared war against &Great
Britain 3 but witheat any hLost of miglity men in
readiness to carry it on. After having refused to
concur in any proposed measures for fortifying our
seaports and augmenting our navai force, as if with
some mysterious design 3 without money, without an
army, with only a few c¢hips of war, at 2 moment un.-
suspected by the people. they have rushed to the
‘contest with the greatest naval power in the world ;
as though threwing the gauntlet was all that was
pecessary to secure vietory and trinmph. Add to
this, we are in effect, if not in reality, joined in aili-
ance with the fell destroyer of Europe, the subverier
of governments, the implacable foe of freedom. who
has done much more to injure us than Great Britain,
and who scts no otber limits to his dominion, but the
boundaries of the wnrld. What greatly increascs
our danger is, we have a desperate sct of his emissa-
rics and devoted tools, residing amongst us, who by
continually paifiating and endeavoring to coneceld the
cnormous wrongs which we have suffeeed from
Krench rapacity and violence ; ana by as ccaatanily
stiring up and magnifying canses of cemplaind a.
gainst Great Britain, have cccasioned mest nuhappy
divisions in the publie sentiments and the public
counsels. By their vile arts, not only has Liie mols,
in sowme of our cities been excited to mos" mdecent
ouirages against law, order, and the liberty of the
press 3 hat many of our honest citizens have been
blinded to the encrmities of the I'rench tvrani:
wlinded to the overwhelming evils that threaten ws,
and even induced to advecate and support a system of
measures, wiier »as alveady brought great iisireas,

as well as disgrace, upen the nation, and which if per.




sisted i, must inevitably sink us in roin.—"To com.
plete our misfortunes, at this alarining erisis, we
have men to manage our public ﬂ‘ms. m whem a
large portion of the citizens cannot confide, They
1‘Lpr0batc the war as unnecessary, mmpu Hend umi
unjust. They consider the authors of it swayed by
- dangerous partialities ; and they have no contidence

tliat {hose, ‘who have so wantonly plvno-c(l us in.
{o these dlﬂicultles, are the men to g uld(, us out of
them,

'This my hearers is a brief sketch of the present
situation of our country. I ask yon if it be not aw-
fully perilous and alarming ? I do not disclose to
you this ghmmy prospect 0 diseourage you, and
sink your spirits. God forbid that I should add af-
fliction to the afflicted. But I do it from a solemn
sense of duty, to apprize you of the magnitude of
the evils which you have to encounter and to dread 3
that you may be aroused and prepared to mect them
as you ought-—aroused to exert yourselves in some
good measure answerable to lhe e: dﬁ'encws of the
nmes and to {he character of free, independent Re-
pubumns. A time of danger and difficulty is not a
time for despoudency and inaction. If at sueh a
season you give baek and flinch from manly efforls,
vou are certainly undons. Tt is a sentiment 1 was

taught In my childish years by the {irst of classic au-
ﬂmr « That if dangers press hard upon us, wg
MUST GO AGAINST THEM MOKE RESOLUTELY.””

Wherefore, Friends and Fellow Citizens, permit
me to ade !rcqs you in the words of Joab just read,
e of good courage, and let s play the men for our
]}‘Og;}(‘, and for ihe cities of our God. If we will
ever exert ourselves with vigor, it mast be at such a
ttme as this, when our couniry, friends, property,
iherty, mdﬂpmder\ee, religion—all that we hold
dear, are in jeopardy. (furs is a land, which God
hath remarkably blessed @ and ours are cmes, which
hie hath  distinguished by the bounties of his FProvi-
denee and grace.  Grafitude ‘o heaven, therefore,
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bs well as interest and duty, call upon us to exew
ourselves to the utmost in defence of these ; espec-
ially, when we consider, that it is not solely for our-
selves, and our people now on the stage, but for
posterity—for millions yet unborn, that we are re-
quired to act. o

But in endeavoring to save owr counicy from the
perils to which it is exposed, we must not act at ran-
dom, nor in blind sallies of passion. This would
only inerease our evils and accelerate our downfall.
'To obtain the desired end, we must firci learn our
duty : Suitable means must be devised, and the plan
of operation deliberately settled. We must have
our eyes to the faithful and constituted Guardians of
our rights, to our Sages in counsel ; and proceed no
faster than we see the way clear and prepared to aci.
While we remain firm, we must jieep ourselves cool,
and take no step but in conformiiy to the Constitu-~
tion and Laws. |
- Without presuming to mark out any system of
measures, I would barely offer you my thoughts re-
specting the line of duty, which now becomes us as
{ree citizens. o |

We ought, first, abeve all things, by sincere re-
pentance to endeavor to regain the divine favor.
%or it is our sins, which have separated between God
and us, and hid his face from us. None of the suf-
ferings which men endure, more especially, the ca-
lamities of war, pestilence, and the like, risc hy
chance. They are the tokens of the Almighty’s dis-
pleasure against the sins of the land. 'Thus saith
the Lord to this people, Thus have they loved to
wander, they have not refrained their feet, therefore.
the Lord doth not accept them ; he will now remem-
ber their iniquity and visit their sins. So long,
therefore, as we continue an ungrateful, disobedient
people, so long must we expect to feel the divine
displeasure. It will be wholly vain for us to expect
God to help us and io deliver us from our calamities,
80 long as we continue in that state of disaffcction te
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him and his laws, for which be hath visited us. He
will not return to us in merey, till we return to him
in the way of our duty. If ye be willing and obedi-
ent says the prophet Isaiah, ye shall cal the good of
the land ; but if ye refuse and rebel ye shall be de.
voured of the sword 3 for the mouth of the Lord hath
spoken it. All our hopes then of deliverance from
the calamities which we suffer or dread, must be
founded on a general reformation of manners.
‘Wherefore, let the wicked forsake his way, and the.
unrighteous man his thoughts ; and let him return
unto the Lord, and he will have mercy upon him ;
and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon.

‘We should, secondly, by all means endeavor to
obtain correet views and form an honest opinion re-
speeting the nature of the war : The grounds upon
which it was declared, and the evils which are like
to proceed from it. For if there are not sufficient
reasons for undertaking it ; and there is greater evil
likely to arise from it than advantage, it is then not
only inexpedient, but unjust ; and those, who engage

in it, are partakers in the sins of those who made it..

If it is not a just war, all the lives which are destroy-
ed by the offending party will be no better than so
many murders, and the iaking of property irom the
enemy will be no better than robbery. It becomes
us therefore, very carefully to inquire into the moral
nature of the war, whether we can upon any consid.
eration engage in it with a good conscience. Kor
whatsoever is not of faith is sin. Whatever we un-
dertake without being persuaded of its lawfuliess,
we sin in doing. |

- Thirdly, In order to form aright jndgment con-
cerning the proceedings of our Rulers, and what rui-
ers we ought to choose and support, it is very im-
portant that we should endeaver to gain correet in.
formation, not only with respect to our rights and
libertics 3 bo! with respeet to the true interests and
what ought to be the leading policy of the country.
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It is very far from my thoughts to suppose that ey.
ery farmer, meeiianic and merchant has leisure and
ability to aticad to and compreliend the fithess of all
the measires of government. But surely any com.
mon man may Jud“‘(‘ whether it is suitable for gov.-
ernment to encourage Commerce, and Agmculturc
and a KFree 'I'rade. 1t is cbvious to every one,
that if the Farmer eannnt sell his produce, it will be
of no impo" ance io raise any more than for his own
use. On the other hanu if hie is permitted to supply
others, his articies will command a price in propor-
tion to the numbers to be supplied. I he can only
have dealings with kis neighbers or the people of his
own coqntrv, where the greatest proportion are far-
mers, it is very manifest that the macket will be over
stocked and his produce will bring him only a small
price. 'This country is capabk of raising much
mare Produce than sufficient for its own inhabit-
ants. It is"as plain, therefore, 2s any thing can be,
that commerce is essential to the prosperity of agri-
cultnre. From commerce also arises a revenue, the
most easy and natural way of defraying the expences
0" zovernmeni. In defect of this, resort must he had
to direct taxes.—This is what I mean by the outlines
of tho leading policy of the couniry ; the propriety
of which any common person may see. if he will only
read and consider.— While, therefore, we leave mat-
ters of minor ‘mportance to those who can better

uhw of them, let every one keep his eye carefully
e upon the ereat leading interests of the country,
and ohserve whether the measures of government are
cale m:ﬁ;ed to encourage and protect these, and wheth-
er tie war in which we are engaged, instead of pro-
tempg'xml benefiting, dees not lead to the ruin of
Commeree, and of consequence to the great det:i-
ment of Agriculiure { as also to many pmva,tlons and
the imp()Slfl()n of heavy taxes. Any man may form
a Jadgment, whether it is 'ulvant‘weous to bave Com-
meree or wot 5 and he cannot but ;‘cpl ils importance,
when by ifs embarrassmeuts the articles which lw
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has for sale are greatly reduced in their value. 1f
then our Rulers are not friendly to Commerce and
are pursuing measures to its detriment and destrue.
tion, they are noi the men for us; for they either
know not, or do not regard our true inferests.—And
it deserves your partlcuiar consideration, whether
the Embargo, non-intercourse, and the various re-
strictions 1mposed by our government upen Commeree,
for several years past, so fatally to many of our mer-
chants and to the interests of these Northern and
Fastern States, as well as to the detriment of
Great Britain, have not been in perfect coincidence,
(whether with design or not you will judge) with
the leading policy of the French Emperor. He is
the sworn enemy of Commerce : as it is this which
inspirc 2 spirit of independence and cherishes a
love of freedom, and of iteelf furnishes the enly ef-
fectnal means of counteracting his ambitious projects.
He therefore does what he can to discourage and
desiroy Commerce, not soly to keep his own sub-
jects dependent upon his will, and to pave the
way to the conquest of other nations 5 but as the on-
ly m.uws by which he can subdue his ¢ great rival.
This is the whole sc¢ope and design of his continent.
al system 1n regard to Commeree, and of his Berlin
and Milan decrees. He is determined not to he up-
on terms with any nation which does not favor this
eystem. And it is for this reason that he is tow gZo-
ing to war with Russia, because she refuses to coup-
vm e in his system of cutting off all Commerce with
fngland. This is now the grand means by whick
he is attempting, and hopma* {o accnmphdx the de.

siruetion of the only power, which stands Leiween
him and universal rale.—Tt is poszible, therefore, as
fie hath openly declaved, ¢ that he loves the Jimer!.
cens,”” that he may have whispered in the ears of
our great men his expectation, that they. as a requital
for his friendship, should coneur in his scheme of
erippling Commerce. [ say this is possibic, and
you vourselves will jodge Lot far the measures of

B
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our Government have ecoincided with this systew,
and given any probability to such an opinion. ‘
More especially cught we to keep a watchful and
jealous eye upon these intcrests, as there are many
i the Southern and Western ‘States, wholly uncon-
nected with C'ommerce, who are openly hostile to it.
They have looked with envy upon the rising pros-
perity of the commercial States, and have been un-
triendly to this source of their wealth. Numbers, I
helieve, from that section of the union have openly
avowed in the National Legislature, that we ought
‘o abandon Commerce entirely, and like the Chinese,
hold no intercourse with foreign nations.—-1I say, a-
%ain, therefore, that every one should be assiduous
to learn the true interests of these and of the United
States in general. He should observe with care
how the measures of Government tend to affect these,
and whether there be not an evident disposition and
endeavor in the Southern, and particularly the new-
ly formed States, to eramp and belittle the Northern.,
We cannot be {oo vigilant in these times to guard
ihe interests of Commerce against its foes, both at
home and abroad : For that is our political life and
strength. In choosing members to Congress there:
fore, it particularly copcerns us to select men, who
will not be unmindful of, especially will not attempt
to destroy, this source of our wealth, respectability
and happiness. From some of our fellow citizens in
this section of the union not knowing, or not consid,,
ering as they ought, their true interest when electing
Representatives, we have had the humiliating pros.
pect of men from this part of the country acting in
cencert with those, who have been pursuing a policy
peeuliody oppressive and ruinous to Commerce g
and have scen them shamefully sacrificing the best
mnteyeats of thelr constitnents. '

b refor (o such HMon. Gentlemen, os Messrs, VaRsum,
Windtey, Sevrr, Tursen, and athers of the same stamp
‘ﬁ“ | e » A . h
o ew bovlond, who have naitormly voted for Embargos,
\'\4_":‘-;;’:1“/:?.,, .

souitey G ond Tawths for war ; who by their servility

L]
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It further deserves your attentive consideration
and inquiry, whether it be consistent with the true
interests and policy of these States to be conmacted
with the disputes and wars of Europe ; especially to
be engaged in a war in which the rench Emperor
is chief : In which we must be drawn into a close
eonnection with him, and exposed to all the intrigues
and corrupting arts of his officers, and shall not be
in condition to make peace without his consent. 1In.
every point of view which we can take of the subject
does not our interests, and the very preservation of
‘'the Union require that we should kt,ep as disconnect-
ed as possible, at this time of general convulsion,
from all the disputes, and contentions of the old
world, which is now shaken to its centre ? And
ought we to encourage an Administration, which is
mclmed to such a pohcy
In endeavoring to inform yourselves upon great
national questions, I need not caution you against be-
lieving every report and confident assertlon. There
are, unquestionably, persons among us, interested to
spread such reports and to assert many things with
a possitiveness in proportion to their want of evi-
dence. It is their design to keep from you correct.
information ; to prevent your viewing subjects in
their true light ; and by blinding you to your true in-
terests, inflaming your passions, and filling your
tminds with pl’EJudlceS to render you subservient to
their ambitious, selfinterested purposes.—Let us then
carefully guard against imposition in this way. Let
us for ourselves, as far as we are able, search into the
true state of things ; and whenever men advance an
opinion, or boldly assert any thing as a fict, let us

to their masters, and thieir readiness to bear any burdens impos-
ed upon them, secm designed rather for pack horses, (as they
have been called by some of their own party) than for Legisla-
tors : Men who would do excellently well to compose a council
for Bonaparte, where all that would be expected ofthem would
oe to vote as they were bidden ; but surely are not quite 80 suits
able for the deliberative Asscmbly of a frec people,
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vequire of thew the evidence and proof of what they
advance.—In many persons, who in discourse and
by their pullications, advocate the war and the meas-
ures, w hich have broughtus to the present alarming
erisis, you will find bC:«lI’(‘bly an attempt at reason-
ing ; or to point out the policy of the measures or to
show what will be the probable vesult of them.
"Their grand and only argumenf seems to be this,
That the measures have beul adopted by Govern-
nment, and we are hound at all events to cazrry them
into eﬂ'ect as though Rulers could not be swayed by
bad passions, and do >vrong, as well as other men ;3
or because they have marked out to us a ruinous
course, we are obligated to follow 1t, in silence,
l"ough we plainly see the ruin.

The sole business with many is to urge on head-

10n°° to the war, regardless of consequences : 0. rail
at the Friends of Peace as traitors and rebels te the

Government, and to counteract the influence which

correct statcments of facts and mcasures may have
upon the minds of the People.

Now your own good sense, will lead you to sus-
peet the goodness of a cause, which shuns the light,
and is to be supported in this manner; and will
make you extremely cautious, how you give heed to

such politicians 5 and how you associate with them

in exeeuting their plans. Before you take a decided
part, gain information that you may act intelligibly.
The Words of our Lord are true in a political, as
well as a moral sense ; For every one, that doeth e-
vil hateth the light, neither cometh to the light lest

his deeds should be reproved. But he that doeth

truth, cometh to the light, that his deeds may be
made manifest that they are wrought in God.  As he

-

hath no other object, but to do w hat his sober judg--

ment dictates to him to be right, he will keep his
mind open to the reception of iknov iedge 5 he will
seek to be informed. 1f at any time, he is sensible
of having fallen into mistakes, or of having advocat-
ed wrong measures, (as who is not liable o eTror, |




lie will, as soon as he discovers themn, correet his mis»
takes ; ‘and will not, because he has once been wrong
always continue so. |

Having thus endeavored to inform ourselves re-
speeting the true interests of the Couniry, and the
Oeneral measures to be pursued, we should endeavor
iu inform others. 'Where we can, with any prospect
of success, we should reason coolly with our neigh-
bors upon “the nature and tendency of the war and of
any measures, which we think to be injurious. The
pamphlets and publications, which we have read
with advantage, we should get others to read and
eirculate as Wldely as possible. 'T'he preservation
and happiness of our Republic essentially depends
on the diffuston of correct sentiments.

After having obtained just information respecting
cur public affairs and what course of general policy
ought to be pursued ; the next thing is to act inde-
pendentl y according fo our best ]udgment Heye the
advice of Joab is very suitable. Let us be of good
courage. A time of danger ecalls for ecourage.
When men are disposed to fook danger 1n the fwc
they often look it out of countenance s and frequontm
Ly, when they go up manfully to an evil, they find it
less than they feared.

When I speak of dangers, my Friends, I do nof
so much intend the field of 1mttle, as others you will
have to encounter in the exercise of your civil rights.
Had you no enemies, but such as will meet you in
the open field, I do think you would have but little to
fear. But let me tell you, that, in my opinion, you
are far more In danger from the craity wiles of those,
who come to you in the guise of friends 5 than from
the open violence of invading fleets and armies
BSuch there are, who pretend the greatest love for
their Country, who burp with zeal to vindicate ils
rights and wounded honor, and whes would fain pass
as the best and only friends of {he people s but who
under this flimsy mask are « edmw ouly their private
ends.  In pursuing these. they do all in their power
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{o divert you from your true interest, to sow diseord
among brethren, through the medium of the press to
vitiate the publie sentiments and morals, and to ali-
enate you from those who are really your hest
friends, and who have given unequivocal proofs of
their ablhty, integrity, ahd patriotism. Such are the
men whom you have most occasion to fear, who, if
they cannot bring you to a subserviency to their
wishes, will revile and slander you, or endeavor in
some way to make you feel their resentment.

You ought therefore to summon courage to meet
their opposition a~d violence ; and to perform your
duty faithfully, either as pmvate citizens or publie
functionaries. If they advance dangerous falsehoods
or mlsrepresentatmns, you must boldly confront and
refute them. If they overleap the laws, you must
expose and bring them to punishment. You should
let every unprincip.iied man know, that no violation
of order and right shall pass with 1mpunlty ; espec-
1ally shall not receive a reward. You must have
courage to assert ard maintain your rights and privi-
ledges, in the freedom of speech ; in the frecdom of
the press ; and the freedom of your elections, and
public dlscussmns, aud your right of remonstrating.

against public grievances.* o
We last winter saw in our own Legislature an at.

temrpt to restrain the freedom of the press, and an
implicit impeachmen! of our Superior Judges for
{heir liberal explanation of the laws respeeting li-
bels.t And rceently have we seen, and the discern-
ing friends of liberty have seen it with indignation
and alarm,f a daring attack upon the freedom of de-

* See Note at the end.

t See Governor Gerry’s message to the General Court on
that subject,

{ Scein the Weekly Messenger of July 17th, the spirited
and patriotic resolutions of the inhabitants of Montgomery Coun-
tys Virginia, respecting what they term, ¢ The daring violation

»fthe prescriptive privileges of a member of the national leg-
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bate in Congress. Instead of having every subject
open to free and full discussion, it has been so man.
aged under a perverse mterpretatwn of the rule re-

spe.cting the previous question, as it is called, as.

wholly to shut out debate, and stop the mouths of
those, who would expose the pernicious tendency of
any measure. Therule I conceive, is simply this 3

that Congress, in some special qucqtmns on which
they may deem it expedient for them not to pass a
decisive vote, shall have liberty to say whether they
will consider the question submitted. 'T'he guestion
whether they will consider is first or previous to all
others, and may be taken in any stage of debate.
This rule the present Speaker of the house of rep-
1e€entatwes has determined may be extended to all
questions.  If then at any time, there is a question
submitted to Congress, which a majority of that body
are unwilling to have come to fair and full diseus-
sion, it is only to call for the previous qguestion,
Whether they will consider it, and all debate is at
onee foreclosed.—It was in this w ay, that when one
of the prineipal members in Congr ess made a noble
attempt to bring the expediency of the present war
agzinst England into fair and open debate, in the
grea,t Council of the nation, that he was immediately
stopped and all argument upon the qu!;;eft silenced.
He was required “to reduee his motion to w iting,
When he had done this and submitted i il, the previ-

ous question was called for ; and 2 majority voted,
that they would not consider it. 'T'hus was al}
opportunity of openly confronting the advocates of
war, of exposing the msuﬂicwncy of the reasons of-
fered for it, and of pointing out its ruincus tendency,
denied. T ask you then, if this was not a daring
and an alarming mfrmgemem upon the liberty of de-
bate ? T appeal to your scber ;udmmeni if this has

islature, committed in the person of John Randolph, Esg.”

When he submitted to Congress the following resolution, viz. '
‘“ Resolved, That under existing rncumstanccs, 1t is not expe-
dient to resort  *var against (neat Britain,’

AR NS 4y
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the appearance of fairness and sincere vegard to the
true interests of tl.e nation ¥ Would not men, who
had the real gnod of their country at heart, in so sol-
emn and interesting an affair, as that of declaring
war, wish to have the subject canvassed in the full-
ést manner and viewed in all its poinis and bear-
ings? Would the advocates of war have refused
this, had they been sensible that the subject would
“have borne the light, and that there were reasons for
the war, which would be satisfaciory o the people
generally ? 1

- Is not such an exercise of power a gross infringe-
ment of the PEOPLE’s rights, and an attempt to with-
hold from them what is justly their doe? "Uhe Legis-
lators with all the powers they possess are hut the ser-
vants of the people ; chosen and paid by them to trans-
act their most important business. Is it not proper
then that the people should know how they iransact
that business 7 Would you hire a man and give him
great wages to do an interesting job of work, and af-
ter he had performed it be content that he should put
you ofi without giving you any account how he had
done it ? At great expense you send representatives
to Congress, where you cexpect that they will inquire
and deliberate in the best manner for the public
zood : And when speaking in their hall, they are in
effeet speaking in presence of the whole nation, giv-
g you the result of their inquiries and the reasons
of their condact ; for the substance of what they de-
Lver is immediately communicated by the public
prints.  In this way they enable you to judge of the
expedieney of their measnres and of their fidelity in
periorming the service assigned them.—But if a ma-
jorily by an arbitrary use of power wholly prevent
this, do they not defeat the objeet of their appoint-
ment and meeting 3 and deprive you of a most valua.-
ble right 5 the right of judging for yourselves, wheth-
er the persons you empioy, condnet your business
according to your mind ? Do they not give too plain
mitimation, that ail is not right; and that the sub-






















