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A DISCOURSE, &e.

DanNiEL ix. 3.

dnd I set my face unto the Lord God, to seek by prayer

and supplications, with fasting, and sackcloth, and
ashes.

FASTING, humiliation and prayer, has been prac-
tised by the church, anC people of God, in every age,
and under every dispensation : and especially in times
of public calamity.

In the passage first read, we have an account of
Daniel’s keeping a fast to the Lord God.

Daniel was one of the three best men, whose
names were left on record in the Old Testament.-—
When Jerusalem was taken by Nebuchadnezzar, and
the Jews were carried captive to Babylon, Daniel was
a youth umong the captives, but the spirit of God
was in him. He feared, loved and glorified Jehovah,
and devoted himself to his service, and God was with
him, and gave him wisdom, and understanding,
above all the wise men in Babylon, in interpreting
dreams and visions, and foretelling future events.
He was highly esteemed by the kings of Babylon;
and when Darius the Median came to the throne, he
promoted him to the high office of prime minister of
state,

This excited the envy and malice of the princes,
and they sought to find some accusation against Da-.
niel, concerning the kingdom; but they could find
no accusation or fault in him ; his character and ofh-
cial conduct was so spotless, that the keen-sighted
eye of envy could find no flaw in it~--nothing to ac-
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cuse him respecting state affairs. Happy the ruler
that even enemies and dispffected partizans can find
nothing to accuse him of. This was Daniel’s case.
But did this shield him from the malice of his enemies,
who were aspiring after the high office he sustained ?
No, they were determined to destroy him, and though
innocent, he must be aceused. They had recourse
to stratagem, perceiving Daniel to be a worshipper of
the God of Israel, and that he prayed daily to him.
They assembled before the king, and informed his
majesty they had all agreed to have a roya' decree
pussed, that if any man in the empire should ask a
petition of any god, or man, for thirty days, save of
the king, he should be cast into the den of lions.—
This flattered the pride .of the king—-for it was to
make him for a month, the sole deity and benéfactor
m hps 'eng:oire. Hence he passed the decree. . Daniel
saw the snare laid for him, but he trusted in the. liv-
ing Gud, He opened  his windows towards Jerusa-
lem, and prayed three times a day to the God of Hea-
ven as usual ; his enemies were watching, they re-
port it to the king, and demand him to be cast in-
to the lion’s den according to the decree. Now the
monarch, too late, sees through their base design : he
highly esteemed and loved Daniel, and laboured untit
the going down of the sun to deliver him, Lut in vzin ;
the law was passed, and the laws of the Medes and
PYersuus were not to be changed. The princes in.
sisted upon the laws being executed. The king was
forced to consent; Daniel is brought, and cast into
the den, and the door shut and sealed. The king
sccmed to have a presentiment that Daniel’s God
wouid deliver him. Heé spent the night fasting, he
arose and went carly in the morning to the den, and
cried, O Daniel, servant of the living God, is thy
God whom thou servest continually; able to deliver
thee from the lions? He listens and hears Danicl’s
yoice from the deep cavern echo, O King, live {or
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ever—my God hath sent his angel, and hath shat the
fon’s uiouths that they have not hurt me ; forasmuch
as before him innocence was found in me ; and akso
before thee, O king, have I done nb hurt. Then was
the king exceeding glad for him, and' ¢ommanded to
take up -Daniel out of the den, and there was no
wound upon him, the lions lay like peaceful lambs
about this good man all night, though pinched with
hunger; for the angel of the' covenant was there.e—
Now by the king’s command, Daniel’s accusers were
brought and cast into the den, and the lions brake all
their bones-as soon as they came within their reach.
"This ought to be a solemn warning to all who falsely
accuse rulers in our day. - S

This was the ‘Daniel who fasted and prayed, as
stated in our text and context—and it séems he kept
this fast but a few months before he was east into the
den of lions, and the special answer he had to his
praycr, and the revelations he had made known- to
him by an angel, was an excellenht preparative to ‘this:
scene of trial. The. Jews at this time were in great
tribulation. Geod to punish them for their many sins,
had permitted their enemics to conquer and carry
them away captive. Daniel, realizing their deplora-
ble situatiun, set himself to fastidg and prayer, to
confessing his sins, and the sins of "his nation, and im-
ploring Ged’s mercy, as it is said in the textewInd 7
set my face to the Lord God, to seck by prayer and
supplications, with fusting, and sackcloth and ashes.

‘U'his, my brethren, is our duty this day—we are
called wpon by the civil authority, by the usage ol
our pious forefathers, and by theé critical and dange-
rous situation of our state and nation, to set our
tices unto the Lord God, to seek by praver and sup.
plications, with fasting and humiliation, his gracious
ard and help. - O, may we have the spirit of Daniel;
ray we keep in some measure such a fast as he did
and may our prayers, and the prayers of God’s roonic
he heard and answered, 5111 onr nation egeer
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In order to aid and assist us in the solemn duties of
this day, 1 shall, '
" 1. Contemplate the sins of our nation. |

2. Notice some of the evils which our sins have
brought upon us. ~

S. 1 shall consider the glorious attribute of mercy
in our Heavenly Father.

4. State and enforce our duty this day.

1. As was proposed, I am to contemplate our sins,
and the sins ot our nation.  This, Daniel didin his fast, -
But where shall I begin, and where shall I end ? where"
shall I find language toexpress the number, the great-
ness, and aggravation of our sins. Our sins as a na«’
tion, are innumerable as the stars of Heaven, and the
sands on thc sea shore; great and aggravated sins,
sins of omission and commission, sins of thought,
of word and action, sins against GGod, oursclves and
fcllow men.  As Daniel said, so we have cause to
say, with shame and-blushing, We have sinned, and
have committed iniguity, and have done wickedly,
and have rebelled, cven by depart ng from thy pre-
cepts and from thy judgments. W uerecver we turn
our cyes, we behold our land filled with great and
awful sins against the Lord of Hosts. The prophet’s
pathetic address to Israel is applicable to our nation.

Hear, O Heavens, and give ear, Q earth, for the
Lora hath spoken, I have nourished and brought up
cluldren, and they have rebelled against me. The ox
knoweth his owner, and the ass his master’s crib : but
Israel doth not know, my people doth not consider.

Ah, sinful nation, and people laden with iniquity,
a seed of evil doers; children that are corrupters ;
they have forsaken the Lord, they have provoked the
holy one of Israel to anger, they are gone away back-
ward. ‘This has truly been our character and conduct
as a people. But let us particularize some of the
great siis of our nation. ‘

Profanity is a great sin in this land; some years
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after the settlement of this state, it was declared in
"England, by a gentleman who had been over here a
year, that he never heard an oath uttered in the time,
but alas, what an alteration, since we have become a
swearing nationi ; all kinds of profanity 1s every where
to be met with ; thousands every hour pouring forth
the most horrid oaths and imprecations, taking God’s
holy name in vain ; the air is rent with profane oaths,
‘erying to Heaven for vengeance. Husbands and wives,
parents and children mingling their blasphemies, and
daring the wrath of the most high, who has said, swear
not at all. Thou shalt not take the name of the
Lord thy God in vain, for the Lord will not held him
guiltless that taketh his name invain. By reason of
swearing the land mourneth, And the Judgments of
heaven are black over us. -

.- Lying is another great sin in th!S nation. What
horrible lying is practised by-thousands; ‘the young
and old, the high and low, the richand poor are given
toit: a lymg spirit seems to~ pervade the land, many
bend their tongues like a bow-far lies, but are not
valiant for the truth; many lie to hide their-sin and
shame, and clear themselves from blame in the view
of mortals. What lying to cheat and defraugd others ?
what lyingto injure and deframe the characters of oth-
ers ? what lying about our rulers to blast their char-
acters, to bring them into contempt, to withdraw the
confidence of the people from them, and to turn them
out of office ? what lying in the public prints, what
vehicles of falsechood and-corruption many of them
have became, to mislead the people, and carry into
effect party purposes?’ It hes repeatedly been stated
in some. prints that the mission to Russia was unau-
thorized : that Alexander had never offered his media-
tion between our gevernment and Great Britam. But
public documents laid before -Congress shew these
. declarations to be false. ."This is only one of thousands
of falsehoods to deceive the people, and run down the
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present administration,  God has said he hates 2 lymg
tongue, for he is a God of truth ; he has said, A liars
<hall have their part in the lake that burns with fire
and brimstone, which is the second deoth. '
Intemperance is another great and awful sin which
pervades our nation, and provokes God to anger:
vast multitudes are given to the intemperate use of
ardent spiritss  This nation has annually consumed
more distilled spirits than any other nation of its nums
bers, perhaps on che globe. It is computed that it
hus cost us annually thirty millions of dollars for dis-
tilled spirits we have consumed. How many drunk-
ards are to be met with, regling. to and fro and casting
forih their filthy vomit ; their appetite for strong drink
islike the grave, which never says enough. They are
drowning their reason, destroying their health, dis-
graving and iwpoverishing their families, and fitting
their souls for perditdohs. The uncommon high price
ol spicits- aud the nohle exertions of serious people
hus checked the p ogress of this vice in some degree,
but still it greatly prevails, and enhances our guilt as
a nation. : : -
Adultery and uncleanliness is a sin which blackens
the American character : many live in chambering
and wantonness, fornication and lasciviousness, yea,
inany go beyond this, and Jive in the awful sin of adul.
wery; they adulterate and break. the marriage covenant
by a vile, criminal intercourse with others. In the
bible this is represented as one of the most heinous
sins In the sight of Gad, and under the, Mosaic law
was punished with death., How many families, and
how inuch domestic happiness this sin has destroyed,
and how many soyls it has probably plunged into des
struction. If the obscene debauchery carried on in
some of our sea.port towns was fully known, it
wvould be enough to astonish the world! Solomon,
speaking of such abandoned prostitutes, says, Hen
Loreg ig the way to Lell. oing down to the chambers
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of death. These horrid sins, like those of Sodom,
cry to heaven for vengeance.

Gaming, attending theatres, balls, and other scenes
of vain amusement, form another group of sins against
the Lord. How many thcasamds spend their days
and nights, their time and money gambling! This
leads te drinking, swearing and quarrelling. How
many thousands spend their time and money at the
theatre, to see and hear that which tends to corrupt
their morals, to excite impure passions and take the
mind and heart off from that which is good? How
many spend their time and strength in the ball-cham-
bers and assembly-rooms, running with the tune and
chaunting to the sound of the viol! Woe to them
that chaunt to the sound of the viol, and invent lo
themselves instruments of music like David, and put
Jar away the evil day. However men may justify
these vain amusements, God condemns ‘them, and
will enter into judgment with those who live in them.

Pride is another great sin in this nation; we have
been lifted up with pride, been proud of sin, popula-
tion and wealth, proud of our constitutions, our liberty
and rights. Some are proud of their knowledge,
their beauty, their dress and equipage. Pride reigns in
the hearts of multitudes through the nation. This
God abhors. Pride goes before destruction, and @
haughly spirit before a fall.

Ingratitude is another great sin in this land. We
‘have been ungrateful to God, and to man. God has
done great things for us, but we have been angrateful
for them fcr temporal and spiritual, civil and religious
blessings.. ‘

Dishonesty, cheating, defrauding, speculation, and
oppressing the poor, are great sins among us.

Sabbath breaking is a great sin. How many pay
no suitable attention to the Lord’sday. They spend
it in riding abroad, in visiting, in making bargains
and transacting worldly business. How many loaded
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teams do we see pass the streets on the Lord’s day ? ?
These things ure wrong ; this is an aldrmmg ) P—
Our General Court have been petitioned  year after
year to pass some luw to prevent travellmg, by which
scrious people are disturbed even in the house of God,

but the majority refuse to do it. God from the be-
ginning has requured one day in seven to be spent in
his scrvice, and to that people who rob him of this,
he will require it at their hands. Neglect of family
government, and disobedience of children to their
. parents are great sins, which threatens the community
with great evils. Stu\lmg, robbing and murdering,
are awful and very provoking sins, which are frequent
in all par*s of the nation. What horrid murders do we
hear of from various parts—a few months since
shocking murder was perpetrated in this town. Tat-
tling, backlntmg, and defaming others, are great sins,
speakmg evil of rulers, traducing, slandering, and
saying every thing bad ubout them, are black sins in
this nation.  ZThou shalt not speak evil of the ruler:
of thy people, saith the Lord.

The contempt und neglect of the gospel and its or-
dinances and holy duties, is a great sin; what multi.
tudes undervalue and neglect Christ and his gospel ?
they ncver go to hear the gospel preached, others go
but rarely now and then half a day, and then perhaps
oppose and despise it. ' What multitudes live without
pruyer to God ? how many prayerless families, and
Pprayerless persons ? how mcmy who have no fear nor
love to God, who render him no homage, who live
hke he mncns in a christian land?  God will pour out
‘us wrath upon the heatiien, and the families that call
70t upon fus name. The dboundmg of error, is a
great sin in this land ; every error is propagated and
ﬂcmbmccd with awdny Inﬁdellty and Atheism is
awiully prevalent. Yca, every sin that can be thought
©of, or nanied, is prevalent in this nation. Could ull
aur sing be namcd up, how vast would be the num-
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ber, and how immense our. national guilt? our sins
~ bave grown up unto the heavens, they have provoked
God unto anger, and. he has sent his judgments upon

us.
2. I was to notxce some of the evils our sins have

brought upon us.

All the evils we have cuﬂered and are now suffer-
ing, are the bitter fruits of sin: Foritis an evil and
a bitter thing to sin against the Lord. He will not
suffer sin to go unpunished. Nations he punishes a3
such in this world, and he punishes moral evil with
natural evil. Nations he punishes for their sin with
the sword, the famine and pestilence, and other tem-
poral judgments, God has sent his judgments one
after another upon us; the storm of his indignation
now blackens and lowers over our land; we are in a
very critical, dangerous situation, for the state of a
people is ever dangerous whose sins have provoked
God to anger. We are involved in a bloody war;
this, God in his righteous judgment, has permltted
to come upon us as a punishment for our sins. He
has let loose the heathen upon us to mangle, torture
and destroy our men, women and children, and to
lay waste our fronticrs. He has permitted the kuro-
pean nations, and especially England, to disregard all
the established laws of nztons, of right and justice,
and to sweep our commerce from the ocean—plun-
der us of millions in time of pmre-—'—to impress and
enslave, and cruclly treat thousands ¢f our scamene..
to murder our citizens; to send her vgents and spics
among us to stir up sedition and rehellion.  God has
suffered that nation to turn a dJdcut ear to our remon-
strances, and to persist in her injuries and insults,
until our government have been forced to draw tlie
sword, to defend our rights.  This war is a great cn-
lamity, we are surroundcd by encmies.  Qur sea-
board is lined with ships of war, blockading our ports ;
the hostile savages on our exteasive frontiers, and the

-
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British troops in Canada. Many battles have been
fought by sea and land; much blood already shed,
and many lives lost. The storm of war is still gath-
ering and blackening, and great preparations making
on both sides for another campaign. It has been re-
ported that lord Wellington with his army of veterans
are ordered to America, and that we are to be beset
on all sides with fire and sword.

Another judgment upon our nation is, division and
party spirit, which rages to an alarming degree;
this is more to be feared than our foreign foes, for
@ nation divided against itself cannot stand. There
are many in our state and nation opposed to the gen.-
eral government, opposed to all its measures, whether.
wright or wrong, and do all they can to palsy the
arm of government, and counteract all its salutary
measures. There are some violent, disappointed
men who wish ta get into power ; these decieve and
mislead many of :the honest and well-meaning in the
community. These violent partizans rejoice at our
defeats, and mourn at the defeat of the enemy ; they
side with the enemy, justify them, try to aid, help
and comfort them ; yea, these men are trying to dis-
solve the union, and array the northern against the
southern states. They have brought this state to the
brink of a civil war, and it 1s to be feared they will
effect it the present year, except the Lord in mercy
prevents, O, what an alarming statc we are in !—
This opposition to our government, tends to encour-
age the enemy, prevent peace, and protract the war.

Pestilence is abroad in our land; in many places
mortal sickness prevails; the spotted fever or cold
plaguc, hurries many of all ages to the land of silence.

dcarcity of bread in some places, and such a high
price in others, that the poor cannot procure enough,
1s another calamity.

Distressing and desolating fires in various parts of

the land, is another great calamity, and token of
‘God’s anger.

-

s |
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Heavy taxes, and' increasing "national debt, is an.
other calamity. Tremendous storms and inunda.
tions, with hosts of devouring i lnsects, are amo
the evils sent upon us for our. sins. Surely black
clouds of wrath hang over us, and threateh the nation
with still greater evils, with the loss of our Inde.
pendence, and all those precious rights and liberties
purchased by the valor and blood of our fathers.—
We are threatened with civil and eeclesiastical tyr-
rany, with slavery, yea; with utter ruin, as a punish-
ment for our sins.

But is our doom sealed ? fs the sun of our national
prosperity set to rise no more? is there no deliverer
we may flee to for help? is there no mercy in the
Lord God of Israel, the mighty and everlasting God
of our forefathers for us ? Yes, our God is gracious
and merciful ; here is the sheet-anchor of our hope.

3. I was to notice this darling attribute of mercy
in our God. Daniel, whesi eentemplating -the sins
of his nation, and the judgments they had brought
upon them, yet took encouragement from a consider-
ation of this attribute of God’s mercy : says he, Zo
the Lord our God belong mercies and forgiveness
though we have rebelled against him. Mercies and
forgiveness belong to God : this is his darling attri-
bute, this is the glory of his character, this was the
foyndation of Daniel’s hope respecting his nation, this
encouraged him to plead with God for his interposi-
tion and_ help, notwithstanding his people had so re-
belled against him, and enkindled his anger.

And, my brethren, this should be the foundation
of our hOpe and the ground of our encouragement
in this dark and gloomy day, the rich and super-
~abounding mercy of Ged. 7o the Lord our God
belong mercies and Jorgiveness, though we have re-
belled against him, the Lordis merciful and gracious ;
he delights in forgiving the sins and blotting out the
transgressions of his people, in removing his judg-
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ments and granting them help, when they become
sensible of their sins, confess and -epent of them,
and look unto him for help. Judgment is styled
God’s strange work, but mercy is his darling attriz
bute. Mercy is the name by which he will be
known ; hence he proclaimed his name to Moses,
Zhe Lord, the Lord God, gracious and mercifil, slow
unto anger, forgiving sins and blot/ing out trangress-
ions. Godhas inall ages shewed himselt merciful
and gracious, forgiving the sins of his peeple and
granting them help in time of trouble, when they

ave called upon him, in numberless instances, when
fsrael had sinned greatly against the Lord, and en.
kindled his anger, and brought his judgments upon
them; as soon as they became sensible of their sin,
repented, and cried unto the Lord, his anger ceased 3
his mercy flowed, his mighty arm was stretched out
for their defence ; their enemies melted before them,
and their judgments were turned into blessings.—
David ia the 78th psalm, gives a history of Israel’s
rebellion, and God’s mercy to them; after describ.
ing the wickedness of the people, he adds, But he
(the Lord) being full of compassion, forgave their
iniquities, and destroyed them not, yea many a time
turned he his anger away, and did not stir up all his
wrath.  And my hearers, has not God’s dealings to-
ward our nation, showed that he is full of mercy and
compassion 2 That to the Lord our God belong mer-
cies. and forgiveness though we have so rebelled
against him.  Yea, it is of the Lord’s mercies we
are not consumed, because his compassions fail not.
If God had dealt with us in strict justice, if hie had
laid righteousness to the line, and justice to the
plummet, and had entered into judgment, and dealt
with our nation according to its deserts, "we should
long before this, have been laid waste, and swept with
the besom of destruction. Health weuld have been
taken away, and pestilence would have walked through
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the land filling it with death and mourning. FThe
earth would not have yiclded its increase, and pale
famine would have given us cleanliness of teeth,

Our enemies at home and abroad would have.
succeeded  in pulling down the temple of liberty
and made us slaves. '

The glorious gospel and its precious ordinane
ces would have been taken from us, and we should
have seena famine not only of bread, but of hearin
the word of the Lord. But the Lord being full of
compassion, has forgave our iniquities, and destroyed
us not, yea, many a time turned he his anger away,
and did not stir upall his wrath.  God has mingled
mercies with judgments. O how many mercies,
temporal and spiritual, civil and religious, we -yet
enjoy. God has mercifully restrained our fareign
encmies, and given us many victories by sea-and
land over them. He has restrained and defeated
our domestic foes, and hitherto prevented their disa
solving the union, rising in arms against govern
ment; and plunging us Into civil war; the great
body of the nation are yet united "to support the
constitution and goverimment, and to defend our
rights; and thousands of our young men are gird-
ing on the sword to protect the nation, and repel
her foes; in general we are blessed with health and
plenty in the lund.

God yct in mercy grants us the gospel and 1ts
ordinances, und is pouring his spirit upon some parts
of our land. In Richmond, (Virginia,) we heay
there has been such a marvellous rcformation, that
seventy persoias were added to a church in one day,
Surely the Lord our GGod is mercitul, and is waiting
to be gracious, and to heip us out of all our troubles,
if we will turn to him with all the heart. Godisable
to help us  this time of trouble. He can heal our
divisions, and unite the people, and confound traitors,
and enable us to vanquish our enemics; and he cap
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dispose them to- make ‘a just and honourable peace
with us ; he éan make the earth fruitful, and bless us
at home arid- -abroad, arid' pour ‘his spirit upon us,
comfort his'saints, and save sinners ; and he will do'alt
this for us, 1if. we flee fo ‘Him, confessmg' and repent-
ing of our sins, and lmplormg his help.: ZFor to the
Lord our God- bélong mercies and Jorgiveness.

I trust God feels' towards this- nation, that he has
planted and done $o much for, as he felt towards Is.
rael, when he said by the prophet Hosea, How shall
y 4 gwe thee up; Ep}zmzm 2 how shall I deliver thee,
Israel? how shall I'makethée as Admah ? how shall
I set thee as Zeboim 2 Mine heart is turned
within me, my repentings are kindled toge-
ther. I will not execute the fierceness of mine an-
ger, Twill not return fo deslroy Ephraim, for Iam
God, and not man, the holy one in the midst of thee,
and I will not enter indo the holy cicy. O!how mer-
ciful God is;. this affords grounds of hope and ‘en-
couragement for such a sinful nation as this, to_real-
ize their sins, repent of them and turn to the Lord,
and seek his heI

4. I was to state and enforce our duty thxs day.
We cunnot be at ‘a loss'for a moment what our duty
t~; may we all have hearts todo it '

1. Itis our duty to have'a- deep sense’ of our ma-
ny, great and aggravated sins: many: have no sense
of their own “sins; or those of ‘the ‘nation.. While
this is the case,.they will nét keep': an acceptable fast,
or perform their duty. . Itis‘of great importance that
we are convincedof sin, that ‘wé know how vﬂe we
are, and how great the guilt of our nation. -

2. It is our duty to confess to God our own sins,
and the sins of our families, our towns, state, and na-
tion, to acknowledge’our wickedness, and plead guilty
before God. ‘This-Daniel did in his fast. " He made
his ‘confession to God, and said, We have sinned and
have committed iniquity, and have done wickedly, and
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bove rebelled, even by departing from thy precepts, and
Jrom thy judgments. Q Lord, to us belongeth confu-
sion of fuce, to our king, to our princes, and to our fa-
thers, because we have sinned against thee. Thus Da-
niel confessed the sins of his nation, and thus we
should thisday. -

3. It is our duty to repent of all our sins before
God with all the heart, to hate them, to loath our-
selves for them, to justify God, condemn ourselves,
and mourn as in the dust, because of the dishonout
done to God, as well as the injury. to oursclves
and fellow men: yea, it is our duty to repent of all
the sins in the nation, to hate them, to mourn that we
are such a sinful nation, and serrow after a godly
sort for our land defiling iniquities. Daniel sorrow-
ed, repented and humbled himself for the sins of the
nation, and the Lord forgave and blessed the nation
on his account. May there hg mapy pious souls this
day like Daniel, not only repefiing for their own
sins, but for the sins of the nation, and be a mean of
averting impending judgments, and procuring need-
ed mercies,

4. It is our duty to be grateful to God for the
many favours vouchsafed to us, and the good we
yet enjoy ; we have yet innumerable mercies, for
which we should feel the hiveliest gratitude, and ren-
der praise to our gracious God, who giveth us richly
all things to enjoy, who is preserving our lives and
healths, giving us food and raiment, and causing us
to dwell in safety, while some sections of our coun-
try areexposed to the rage of the merciless savages, and
blood stained, cold hearted, cruel Britons, who offer
every abuse to virtuous women, and often murder
their prisoners after they have surrendered, as wag
the case, I am informed, at Fort Niagara.

We yet enjoy civil and religious hiberty, the gos.

pel and its ordinances, for Whlch we should praise the
Lord. 3
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5. Itis our duty to believe in Jesus Christ, to love
and adore him, and build all our hopes of pardon and
acceptance with God, of salvation for ourselves, and
our nation, upon his merits and intercession, If
God pardons our sins and saves our nation, it will be
on Cl*mt’s account : ail our help must come by, and
through Christ—hence our trust should be in hnm,
and the eye of faith fixed upon him. Beheve in
God, believe also in me, says Christ. If we trust in
hlm, we shall be as Mount Zion, that cannot be
moved.

6. It is our duty to pray, and make our supphca-
tions to the Lord our Gad, this day.

Prayer is an important part of the duty of a fast.—
Daniel sct his face to the Lord Ged, to seek by prayer
and supplications with fasting.

I will here mention some things for which we
should pray ; and I wnll take his Excellency’s procla-
mation for a-guide, - '

1. Weare dlrected in the proclamation to pray
for the pardon of our sins; tlus Daniel did in his
fast. He fervently cried, O-Lord hear, O Lord for-

we. _Qur sins are many 3nd great; it is of the last
importagce that they are forgiven. In order to this,
we must confess them to God, and with all the heart
lnlpbore his forgiveness through the merits of Jesus
Chnst |

. Weare directed in the proclamation to pmz/

God to protect the United States, and preserve their
liberty, union, and Independence.

The United States are exposed to great danger;
they are assailed by enemies within and without, for-
cign and domestic, by savages, by Britons, and by
tories and traitors ! We need divine protection, but
we are not to expect this protcctlon in a miraculous
way, without our own exertion. In order to be pro-
woted against our enemies, we must have armics,
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and they niust fight and vanquish theh. Hencé in
praying Ged to protect the United States, we must
implore his blessing on our arms by sea and land,
that he would crown them with success; that he
would inspire our generals with wisdom, policy and
courage ; that our officers and soldiers might be bold
and resolute as lions, that they might not be vanquish-
ed, but shielded in the day of battle, be victorious,
and conquer the enemy—and so be a mean of protect-
ing the United States.  Our liberty, our union and
independence is in danger of being overthrown ; are
there not many in this, and some of the other States,
who are associating together, and planning the des-
truction of our precious liberties ; are they not pur.
suing measures to dissolve the Union of the States, to
separate the northern from the southern and western
states? Now with this, would expire our Independ-
ence and Constitution, and all ear blood:-bought
rights. Let me ask, is there fat a Strong fiction
among us, who openly avow these things, who say
the time is come to dissolve the Union, and mean to
do it this year, if in their power? O my brethren,
is our liberties, our federal union ard independence
thus in jeopardy ? Then let us pray God to preserve
them to us, to carry the counsels of these Ahithophels
headlong, to frustrate all the plots of treason, and en-
emies to our liberty, unien and indeperidence, by,
opening the eyes of the people whom they have mis-
«:d, and disposing them to withdraw their support
from them, and to frown indignant upon all their
reasonable plans. |
Weare dipected by the proclamation to pray that the
wisdom of our wise men may not perish, nor the una
derstanding of our prudent men be hid. It seems the
wisdom of some of our wise men, both in the nationaj
and state government have perished, and their un-
derstanding and prudence is hid and left them; or
they rever would have mada such speeches as they:
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have, taking ground hostil: to the nation that gave
them birth, and friendly to the nation in arms against
us, uttering things to encourage the enemy to con-
tinue the war, and not listen ‘to just overtures for
peace. What can be clearer evidence that the wis-
dom of men have perished and their understanding
and prudence is hid, than to hear them say, England
has done us no essential injury, that this war with
that nation is unjust, unprovoked and wicked ; that
the eriemy has always been ready to redress our com-
plaints, and inake peace ; that the annals of the world
do not afford an instance of a war begun for so tri-
fling a cause, and prosecuted with so much imbecili-
tv, and with so little judgment. But has our armed
ships on the ocean manifested so much imbecility in
capturing so many of the enemies frigates and sloops
of war? * Did Perry’s fleet manifest so much imbe-
cility in capturing a British fleet on Lake Erie; which
was superior to't em?l and Chaurncey in chasing a
fieet superior to him all round Lake Ontario? Did
Gen. Harrison and his brave men shew so much im-
becility in capturing a whole army of regulars and
Indians, who had chosen their ground? But such
declaratmns need no reply but his Excellency in th=
proclamation—that their wisdom is perished, ard
their understanding and prudence is hid. O let us
pray God tp fill our councils with men of more wis-
dom and prudence.
" 4. We are directed to pray for the President o
Congress, that by discreet and impartial discharge q/"
their respective duties, they may promote the pccce
and safety of the nation.

Some say we ought not to pray for the President
and Congress, they are so corrupt; and it is suid,
some ministers do not pray publicly for them ; but
such differ from the proclamation, that directs us to
pray for the President and Congress. They need
the prayers of all good people, they need wisdom and
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direction from on high, in this time of war and iom
pending danger, when they have sa many secret ene-
mi¢s within, and open enemies without, to contend
with. Our President and Congress are fallible men,
liable to err, and have undoubtedly erred in man

- things. Let us then pray for them, that God would
hold them in his hand, and give them wisdom to
know fidelity, resolution and patriotism to do what is
right, and that they might be a mean of promoting
the peace and safety of the nation.

5. We are directed to pray that our rulers and,
those of Great Britain may be disposed to an wnica-
ble and just settlement of their disputes, and be as
willing to repair the wrongs they have done to others,
as to vmdicate their owrt rights. O that God would
in mercy cause this to take place : then we should
soon hear good news from our ministers at Gotten-
burg. . Then (areat Britain will speedily restore the
nine hundred ships and cargpaes she has taken from us
in time of peace. Then she will emancipate and
send home the hundreds and thousands of our poor
seamen ‘that she has impressed - and held in cruel
hondage on board her ships, to fight her battles,—
‘Then parents will embrace theirlong-lost sons—wives
their husbands, and chiléren their fathers—and the
horrid practice of man-stealing will cease. Then the
savages will be disarmed of the tomahawk and scalp-
ing-knife, and be sent away to their hunting ground,
to reflect on their madness and folly in joining Britain
against us, by which they have lost the flower of
their warriors, many of their towns, and have bgen
brought to a state of starvation and wretchedness.
‘Then the poor Canadians will be dismissed to their
homes in peace. Then her fleets and armies will be
withdrawn from our shores, and a just and honoura-
bic, 2nd lasting peace will be settled. All this will
take place if Great Britain is only as willing to repair
the wrongs she has done to others, as to defend her
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own r:ghts. But has our govemmcnt done no inju-
ries to Great Britain that they ought to repair 2 Huve
we taken no ships from them in time of peace ? No,
not one ! Have we never set the savages to make war
upon her subjects in time of peace ? Never! Have
we impressed and held in bondage her seamen ? No,
not one! But does she not complain that we have
her scamen? Yes, but they come to us, and enter
voluntarily on board our ships, because they are fed,

and clothed, and paid better than at home! And are
not all men born free, as expressed in our bill of
rights? And have they not a right to go to what
country they please, and spend life, which God has
given them, where they chqose ? But our govern-

ment are disposed to put to rest this complaint, and
have passed a law to exclude from our ships all
British seamen. Hence if the British government
are only ready ta repair the-wrongs she has dornie us,
we shall soon sece good days. Let us pray God, who
has the hearts of all menin his hands, te mclme and
dispese them to.

We are directed to pray God to save us from
dangerous political connections, from evil counsels,
and rash enterprises.© And let me ask, are there not
some in this state who wish to form a political con-
nection with the enemy, open our ports to their ship-
ping, and supply them with all they want? Some
swho have been hardy enough to give the evil counsel
to organizg, a court of Admiralty, raise the embargo,
and detatch thirty thousand troops to put down the
officers and laws of the general government and to
establish an independent government in this state !
This would be a rash enwrprise indeed ! This would
soak the earth with American blood !" Whether this
was what our governor had in view, and feared, when
he penned this excellent sentence in his proclamation,
I shall not undertake to determine: but this is the
most likely and davgerous political connection, the
most evil council and the rashest enterprise I have
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them.

7. We are dlrected to ‘pray for. peace. This is
what we need, and what all good m:n desire. We
should not be hypocritical 2nd pretend we belong to
the peace party, and say we desire peace, when inour.
souls we desire the war to continue three vears longer,
rather than the present administration should have the -
honor of making a good peace. But we should be
sincere, -and from the heart desire peace—and pray
God to dispose the.enemy to repair the .many wrongs
they have done us, and make speedily a just and
righteous peace ; and that eur mission to Europe may
produce this happy state of things, that so a stop might
be put to any further effusion of blood, and that vio.
lence may no more be heard in our towns, of ravished
matrons and virgins, and conflagrated villages, as at
Hampton, Frenchtown and Havre de Grace; nor
wasting nor destruction-- on aur frontiers by Butu.h
troops and their savage allies.

8. We are directed to pray God to favour the
people of this State with health and plenty, and bless
them in all their increase and in all the works of their
hands, and we should implore the same blessing up-
on the United States, for we all are one nation. We
are directed to pray God to regard with compassion
the suffering nations of Europe, and deliver them
from the violence of bloody and deceitful men..----
"There are bloody and deceitful emperors, kings and
princes in Europe who have long been forming com-
binations, raising mighty armies, stiring up war, and
desolating nations. May God Lhange the hearts of
all such bloody tyrants, and dlspose them to seek the
peace and prosperity of their stibjects, and the world.
Let us pray God tostay the pestilence, arnd be the
health of our countenance; to favor us with the show-
ers and shines of heaven, canse the earth to be fruit.
ful, grant us a plentiful harvcst and crown the year
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with his goodness.  Firally, we should pray God t6
pour kis spirit upon us, and his blessing upon our
offspring, convert sinners, build up his churches,
and appear in his glory; that he would send his gos-
pel to ail nations, pour his spirit upon them, turn
them unto the Lord usher in his latter day glory, and
fill the whole earth with peace, and righteousness and
holiness, and happiness : then man will no longcr be
_the enemy, but the fricnd of man.

Now, brethren, having heard what your duty is,
beexhorted to doit. O set your-hearts to the Lctd
God, to seck by prayer and supplications '
ing. With Daniel, and in the spirit of tﬂy, a
O Lord hear, O Lord forgive, O Lord hau&enmd
do defernmot, for thine own sake, O my God. And
may the Liord hear the prayer of his people this day.
May he answerand do for us and our nation, and
save it. And all the glory shall be given to the Fath-
er, Son, and.Hely . Ghoat, world wxﬁxout end, Jmen, -
and e

FINIS.



