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A NUMBER of persons, who heard these Sermons
preached, have requested me to give them a copy for publi-
cation.  From granting this request, much as I respect the
source from whence it came, 1 should most certainly have ex-
cused myself, had it not been for the manifest injustice
which has been done me, inrepresenting them as partial, anti
administration productions. I have never yel introduced par-
Ly politics into the pulpil.  Whenever I have spoken on the
affairs of the nation, it kas been from broad Ncriplural princt
ples, which 1 supposed both parties would acknowledgze to be
just.  And if either of tiem, on reviewing these principles,
find themselves aggrieved, I can only say, what was once
said by the learned Howe, they “save me the most difficull
part of a discourse, the application.” 'The faull is uot mine ;
it is their own want of conformity to Scripture truth, and
whatever party does not regulate its principles by the sacred
Seriptures, « have no light in them.”  This is the Standard
by which I desire 1o be judged ; and it is that I may be judg-
c¢d by this judgment, and consequently prevent misrepre-
sentation, that T now consent to let the public see these pa-
pers.  And may the bLord Jesus Christy in whose name
! have spoken, so far as they are agreeable to his will, ac
company them with his blessiie.

STEPHEN N. ROW AN,

fdvcenieh, Nep York, dooust th 1812



SERMON 1,

000

Isaraym xxi. 12, 13, 14.

< And in that day did the Lord God of Hosls call to weep-
ing, and to mowrning, and to baldness, and to girding
with sackcloth: and belold, joy and gladness, slaying
oxen, and killing sheep, eating flesh and drinking wine :
let us eat and drink, for to-morrow we shall die.... And it
was reveuled in mine ears by the Lord of hosts, Surely
Ikis iniquity shall not be purged from you Ul ye die, sailh
the Lord God of hosts.
—osc—
Gop is the Sovereign disposer of all the events
which take place in the world. His providence
vervades the universe.  Nothing can possibly take
place without lus will; nor i any manner tiat does
not exactly correspond with his aesigin.  “ He doth
according to his will in the army of heaven, and
among the inhabitants of earth; and noue can
stay his hand, or say unto him, Yhat doest thou* ?”
This truth, which rrason legitimately infers from
a contemplation of the pertections of God; and
which revelation firmly establishes, 1s replete with
instruction and  consolation.  And yet no truth
s more hable to cavil, to misconception, o
abuse. The majority of men in the pride and
anbelief of their hearts, conduct as if God wac

* Dan.iv. 25,
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not the moral Governor of the universe ; and they
were wsder no obligations to him as their Sove-
reton.  MNod, even mnong those who acknowledee
his suncredending eare, there are multitndes, who
cither athestiealh contenmn, or presumptuonsly rely
upon i, =oie, in the madness of thar presup-
tion, rely upon God for safety and protection, wath-
out any r-ference 1o the means he has put in thewr
puwer 1o seeure these ends. And others, are con-
lineally trusting 1o means, while they ave atterly
regariless of s Blessing, “who works all things

after the counse! of his owir will.”

Among this last descripion, were the Jews in
the days of Isamiah.  Tne Assyrians, under Sen-
nacherib, had mvaded thew country 5 dismantied
many of their fortitied citics, and threatened the
siege of Jerusaiem itseit. Under these circam-
stances, the Jews, stead oi lookiug to Gou for
aid, contented themselyes with examiniag the staie
of thew armouries and fortitications ; making various
preparations for the aetence of theiwr city 5 aud hiviig
as scearely as it they Lad no reason to apprehead
dauger . Thussathihe Peophict, © ye have qamber-
ed tue houses of Jerusazem, a.d the houses have
ve broken down Lo sorhify the wall: ye made also a
diteh hetween the two walls for the water of the oud

pool : but ye have tiot looked vnto the Maker there-

e G e
See Scor’s Copnpentary on ths passaire.
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»f, neither had respect unto him that fashjoned 1t
long ago”.” This pruf:m:;: contempt of his up-
litted scourge so provoked the Lord, that Le de-
termined to mtlict upon them his heaviest ven-
ocance ;3 and accordingly it was revealed i the
cars of the l’mph(zl', “ surely this miquity shiall not

be pnrged away froni you tli ye die.”

How far the denunciation in this passage may
be applicable to the American people, we cannot at
present say, because that is yet to be ascertumed
from the result of God’s dealings with them.  But
there 15 a remarkable coincidence tetween the state
of our country, and that of Judah, betore this sen-
tence was pronounced  Tlie hand of God 1s upon
ts; his judgments have not only gathered over our
horison, but they have actually burst on our guilty
heads: and there is too much reason to fear, that,
though God's voice is erying uuto us, yet few hear
the rod, and him who has appomted it!

That the “rod of hisindignation,” iss1niting us, has
been determined by s Cireh, the only legitimatc
mterpreter of his providential dispensations ; and
the interpretation has been considerca just by our
civil rulers.  Under the mflueiier of this sentiment,
they have set apart this dav. as “« day of f iy
faoniliation, and prayer, o “make ackneiledy-
ment of our sins, and beseecl the divine Majesty.

* \er 10, 1
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that in the midst of deserved wrath ke would rememn-~

ber mercy*.

That we may then, as far as possible, accom-
plish the design of our present meeting, we shall,
from the passage read, consider.

I. What theve 1s in this day that specially calls
for the duty of “weeping and mourning.”

II. The state in which we continue, notwith-
standing these calls. And,

fIL. The sin and danger of that state.

£. What is there at the present day that specially
calls for the duty of weeping and mourning

In that day did the Lord God of hosts call to
weeping, ard to mourning, and to baldness, and to
girding with sackcloth.

The day here alluded to, was a day of abound-
ing inquity, and of sore rchuke.  Whoever will
take the trouble to peruse the first chapters of this
book, will find the most melancholy description of

* Sec the printed Circular of the General Synod of the
Reformed Duteh Church, on this subtect,
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the stale of the Jews at that period. They are re-
preseuted as having been ¢ nourished and broughi
up like children, and yet as having rcbelled against
God : as a sinful nation, a people laden with ini-
quity, a seed of evil doers ; children that are cor-
rupters ; who had forsaken the Lord, who had
provoked the Holy One of Israel to anger, who had
gone away backward*.”  As they abcunded in ini-
quity, so they were partakers of heavy judgments.
And hence the Prophet, at the 4th verse of this chap-
ter, breaks out in a most pathetic lamentation :—
“ Look away from me; I will weep bitterly : 1la-
bour not to comfort me ; because of the spoiling of
the daughter of my people. For it 1s a day of
trouble, and of treading down, and of perplexity,

by the Lord God of Hosts, in the valley of vision.”

In this day of iniquity and of judgment did “ the
Lord God of hosts call to weeping and mourning ;
to baldness, and to girding with sackcloth,” that 1s,
to the deepest humiliation, and the most unfeigned
repentance for theirsins ; for these terms are used
in the text to express repentance. In every age
and every country, weeping and mourning are the
spontaneous expressious of internal sorrow : and in
different countries they are usually accompanied
with different signs. L the eastern countries, and

* Chap. I
B
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especiallv among the Jews, the tears of their lamen-
tation were accompanied with rending their clothes,
shaving the head, cutting off the beard, and co-
veriug themselves with sackeloth. ¢ They shall,”
savs the prophet Ezekiel, speaking of this custom,
“ make themselves utterly bald for thee, and gird
them with sackcloth ; and they shall weep for thee
with bitterness of heart, and bitter wailing*.”

This then being the mmport of the call, what is
there i the day in which we live, that affords us
around for the belief that this call is addressed to
us ? we answer, the state of the world, and the state

of the Church.
1st. The state of the world.

The judgments of God are abroad in the earth,.
From the fouudation of the world, there never was
such a period, as the present, known. Events are
cvery day taking place, which past ages never wit-
nessed ; which the nations that have gone before us,
if they had been previously told of them, would not
have believed, and which we should not credit, if
we had seen them onlv on the page of histerv. The
universe 1s in commotion : almost ail the nations of

the carth are in arms.  Inlooking over the map of

* wxvil, 31,
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the globe we can scarcely place onr finger on a
spot that enjoys the blessings of peace”.  The rage
of man 1s contending with that ot the elements, to
see which shall produce the greatest degree of mise-
rv on the earth. We hear the wailing of afflict-
ed Islands, and the cries of nations in distress,
Poland s dismembered, and her scattered fragments
remain ungathered, only to show us what was once
her power. Holland and Switzerland are mourn-
ing over the ruins of their republics. 1 ke states of
[taly no longer retamm either their boundaries or
their names.  Spain 1s struggling for her hiberties,
against the infamous deception, and the unrighte-
ous invasion of Tyranny. Russia is rising in the
defence of her rights. In short, all the civilized na-
tions of the eastern continent, are in a state of con-
sternation.  And all this is owing, as the instrumen-
tal cause, to the rapacity and ambition of a singlec
individual ; who is subduing kingdoms and sub-
verting thrones; trampling under his feet the
crowns of kings ; endeavouring to bury in oblivion
the distinctive names of the several nations; and
m his grasp at universal dominion, attempting to
stvle them all, the empire of Napoleon. This Tyrant
of France, and this scourge of the world, 1s now,

m the hand of God, scourging these nations for their

* It 1s melancholy to reflect, that the only cxceptions te

this remark, are found among heathen naticne.
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crimes ; for their rebellion against God, and for
the blood of the Saints which they forierly shed.
And in the blood swhich thus flows for blood, we
see written in legible characters, the judgments of
the Lord. 'The maclunations of this worldly po-
litician, are daily wwking together for the we-
complishment of Jehoval's designs; THOTGH HE
DESERVES NO CREDIT FOR 1T, because he only
attends to the furtherance of his own. For what
the Prophet Isaiah once said of the Assyrian, 1s
Yiterally true of him. ¢ He is the rod of mine
anger, and the staff in s hund is mine m-
dignation. I will send him against an hypocritical
nation, and against the people of my wrath will 1
give him a charge, to take the spoil, and to
take the prey, and to tread them down like
the mare in the streets. Howbeit he meaneth
not so, neither doth his heart think so; but it isin
his heart to desiroy and cut off NATIONS NOT A
FEW*."  And whenever Jehovah has performed
by him, the work of chastisement, he will punish
his stout heart, and the glory of his high looks.
He will “put a hook in the nose, and a bridle in
the lips” of this raging monster, and “lead him
back by the way in which he camet,” an objecl of
contempt 1o those very nations that now tremble at
his power?.
* Chap. x. 5, 6. t Isalah xxxvii. 29.
 The author would not be understood as deciding upon
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And what is the state of England, that land of
our Fathers ; that abode of Gospel light ; that ex-
ample to all other naitions, ifg her attempts 1o hif-
fuse the knowl-dge of the religion of Jesus Christ?
She too is distracted. Her power is exerted against
the paralyzing and demoralizing touch of Irench
despotism ; and so far she has a claim on the grati-
tude and the prayers ot the friends of liberty, and the
happiness of man. But still she is in other respects
unjust, selfish, and unmindful of her own interests,
and of others’ rights. If France is the tyrant of the
land, England is the tyrant of the sea. It would
seem as if she cannot bear that the sails of any other
nation should whiten the ocean, or that their com-
merce should bring back riches to their shores*,
And thereiore, no wonder that while unjust to others
she should not prosper herself. No wonder that
the council of her counsellors should come to
naught: that she should now ke convulsed and torn
with internal dissentions; that her citizens should
rise 1n rebellion against the constituted authorities ;

the MANNER in which Bonaparte will be punished: only as
expressing his firm belief of the fact.

* This was written under the impression, that ¢ke Orders
-n Ceuncil were not revoked. These Orders, the author has
always viewed as a gross infringement on the rights of ncu-
trals.
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and threaten the destraction of her political institu-

tions*.

But, my hearers, Europe is not the only theatre,
either of wickedness or of judgment. Our mdividual
and national sins have long gone up to heaven, as a
memorial against us. They have been gathering a
mighty tempest around our horizon; and it has al-
ready begun to beat upon our devoted country.
And if the state of other nations calls upon us to
drop the tear of sympathy, the state of our own
calls for the tears of lamentation and wo

T'he Americans, like the inhabitants of Judea, are
¢ a people laden with imiquity ; who have forsaken
the Lord, and provoked the Holy One of Israel to
anger;” who have forfeited every claim to a di-
vine benediction; and have deservedly drawn down
the righteous indignation of heaven. And were
we now to attempt an enumeration of those sins,
which constitute our national guilt, we might find
ourselves unequal to the task. We can only men-
tion a few of the most prominent, for which the
nation is afflicted, and for which the nation ought
to mourn.

* Reference is here had, to the fate riots n the manufuc-
uring towns in England.
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(1.) The elevation of men to offices of trust,
«“ who have not the fear of God before their eyes.”

I am aware that the subject I now touch is deli-
cate. I am aware that the people are willing to be
told their own faults, but that the moment we speak
of the faults of their rulers, their sensibilities revolt.
I am aware too that any thing said on this subject,
is apt to be put down to the account of party parti-
ality. Such partiality, however, ON THIS POINT,
1 utterly disclaim. I am not now speaking for a
party, but for the Lo.d of hosts: and should not
only esteem this place unsuitable, but this day un-
seasonable, to attempt an excitement of party feel-
ings.  Aund, we trust, that such feelings will not be
excited, when we reflcet upon the simple fact, that
both parties are equally guilty, only with this dif-
ference, that one is more successful than the other.

It, after this declaration, “the prophets musi,
on this subject, prophesy smooth things, and the
people will have it so,” I can only observe, that
you shall never have 1t so from me, and that I have
no apologies to make to any man or to any set of

men*.

* The author felt himself constrained to take this stand in
hisown defence. Several persons, strunge to tell ! who do
not approve the Scriptural sentiments centained in the fol-

inwing paragraph, have arrogantly called him to account for
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It 1s not then party ground, but the ground of
God’s unerring word, on which we stand, when we
aftirm that it constitutes national guilt to put wick-
ed men innational offices. For what are the scrip-
tural qualifications of a ruler? David, in 2 Sam.
xxiil. 3. answers, “ the God of Israel said, the rock
of Israel spake to me, he that rulcth over men must
be just, ruling in the fear of God.”—¢ ']l he ruler,”
says St. Paul, “i1s the minister of God for good ;
a revenger to execute wrath upon him that doeth
evil*.”—¢ When the righteous are in authority,”
says Solomon, ‘ the people rejoice; but when the
wicked beareth rule, the people mournt.”

If, then, the magistracy is an institution of God,
the magistrate being his minster ; if it is positively
required of this muster, that he rule in the fear of
God ; if he must do good and execute wrath upon
them that do evil; how can we presume to dispense
with these qualifications; or consider any other as
adequate substitutes? What then has been the con-

them, as if they were his Father Confessors. He wished
them to understand that he has as good a right to his opinions
as they have, and that he has no idea of being taken to task,
Ly every body that happens to differ from him. According
to the Law and the Testimony, he desires to speak, without
previously making the calculation, who it will please, and
who 1t will displease.

* Rom. xii. 4. t Prov. ¥xi1%. 2
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duet of the American people in reference 1o the
moral character of their rulers? lHas v been the
mquiry, when a candidate has been proposed,
“is the fear of God before his eyes »7 And when
this has not beea the case, that vou have co.scienti-
ously withheld your support? Or rat..cr, has 1t not
been, “us he one of the party, and will he adopt
party measures.”” and, when answered mo the af-
firmative, have you not vielded him beth the influ-
cuce of your persons and your property ! And
what has been the consequence of this mad derelic-
tion of principle ? IHas it not been that for years we
have scarcely had a ruler who was even suspected
of having the ¢ fear of God before his eyes !’ And
that we have had multitudes who have been sus-
l)ected of almost every thing clse ? Thiese arve ularn-
ing fucts ; facts, wlich are attributable, i part, to
the want of religious principle, but chuefly to THE
SPIRIT OF PARTY, :wuony the people. P;my
consiceratons  have, oa th's poiat, been para.
mouit to all othiers ; even to the author.ty o1 God’s
hoiy word, aud to the boids thai have been wound
round the couscence by the reception of his grace,
The pvn;;lv e general, but professing cliristians in,
purlicuiar, have been too apt to thiek, that, Jrar-
fv matters, thes mizghl dispense with all these rales
of moraliiv, which, 1 every othier case, they deem
i thew ditv 1o ahserves The very e persons,
who, we private fife, are considerate, reasonable,

(«
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and impartial, are too often, even in the choice of
wicked men for their rulers, vechement, acrimoni-
ous, censorions, and unjust.  Ou what grounds they
establish this strange distinction, and why they con-
ceive the obligations of religion to be binding in
one case, and not in the other, 1s to us utterly in-
comprchensible.  Sure we are, that the Gospel of
Jesus Christ makes no such exceptions as these;
but lays down the same rules of conduct to all men,
in all relations and circumstances of life.

The generol prevalence, then, of that unscriptural
notion, that a man, who has not the fear of God,
can rule well, is a delusion ; and the alarming ex-
tent to which this delusion is cherished, in the choice
of our rulers, 1s, we firmly believe, a national
sin. As such, we, in the name of God, charge it
to the consciences of the guilty, as one of the
sources of onr present afllictions, and which, on

this day, ought to be one of the chief subjects of
national sorrow.

2. The alarming prevalence of wreligion and
profaneness, is a call upon us this day to mourn.

Of this we kave ample proofs, in our luxury and
extravagance ; our debauchery and intemperance ;

our profanc swearing, aud our wanton hreach of
the sabbath,
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All the creatures of God are good, if received
with thanksgiving, and used in moderction. But
it is the crime of the American peopie that they
have not merely used, but abused, the creatures of
God. Our own soil produces every thing necessa-
ry, both for the conveniences and cemforts of life ;
and besides these, in the abuse of which we have
not been sparing, we have revelled in the damnties
and laxuries of every other clime. We ¢ stretch
ourselves upon our couches, and eat the lambs of
the flock, and the calves out of the midst of the stall ;
we chaunt to the sound of the viol, and invent to
ourselves instruments of music ; we drink wine 1n
bowls, and anoint ourselves witl: the chief oint-
ments, but are not grieved for the affliction of Jo-
seph*.” Ruch, in fact, has been our abundance,
th.t we think of nothmg but ease and pleasure,
murth and feasting. There are muititudes whose
god is their belly ; who indulge their sensual appe-
tite to excess, both in eating and drinking; who
“ rise up early in the morning, that they may follow
strong drink, and continue uutil night, till wine in-
flame them.” And how many are there of both
sexes, but particularly the female, who are sinfully
extravagant in articles of dress ; and to whom the
description of Isaiah, in the 3d chapter, is strict-
lv applicable! <« The daughters of Zion are

* Amos vi. 4—6.
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haughty, and walk with stretched-forth necks and
wanton eyes, waiking and mincing as they go;
and mduiging 1 the extravagant use of  velis, ear-
rings, braceiets, and jewes*.”  However light this
may be csieemed, 1t was one of tiie crimes which
went to make ap the sumn of nativnal guit amo..g
the Jews, and agumst which God denouunced a
most humiliating doom.  A:ad et us remember,
that simular causes, whorever they exist, preduce

similar effects.

And to what an alarming height have the sins of
Sabbath-breaking and proiane swearing risen ! The
day which God has set apart for himselt, has, by all
classes of men, been arrogated to themselves, as
day of pleasure, of amusemeit, and of sin.  And
the holy and reverend nan:e of God s shanetully
taken 1 vain.  From the vollies of oaths, that are
unblushingly poured forth in our streets, we should
be led to suppose, that all the checks of couscience
were hushed, and that our citizens glory m their
shame.  Merciful God! how often have mine own
cars been assailed with blasphemy, trom the lips of
children scarcely started in existence! how often
have T heard them imprecating thy wrath upon
themselves and others, while their lips should have
heen employed in celebrating thy praise! Nor s

* ver., 1 6===201,
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ithis characterisiic of youth alone. I have heard
aged shiners, whose tongues aie alimost palzied in
deaihy buesting, as it were, the higaments of death,
that they moeht utter those mprecations which are
re-cchoed m neil! Tlas sin carries with it the marks
of horrid ageravat.on; and its great prevalence is
matter of pecnliwe asionishment.  For of all others
it affords the icast pretext for mdulgence; and is
most meonsistent with the character of christians,
and of ger:ticien. 1t proves, however, among other
things, the vapid  progress of Licentious.ess, and
that we have loud aud repeated ealls o humibation

and penttence.

3. Ingrattude for our national mercies, is o s,

which thas dey calls for repentance.

The American people have been blessed ahove
all other nations.  When we were groaning under
ovpression, God gave us emancipation ; and estab-
lished our civil liberties. When we were poor, he
opened to us sources of wealth, and blessed our
citizens i their basket and in their store.  And
when we were 1 bondage Lo s aad satan, he
offered us deliverance in the Gospel of his Son.
These things were, on our part, wholls unmerited,
and have laid us under the strongest obligation, to
aratitude.  But these wonders of the Lord, are

either ¢ forgotten as a dead man onf of mand,”
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at best remembered with cold indifference. As
we have prospered, we have grown proud; as pro-
vidence has mterposed for our relief, we have pre-
sumed ; as we have been delivered out of the hands
of our enemies, we have become secure; as we
were established in peace and plenty, we have
grown dissolute and profane; and as the light of
the glory of God, in the face of Jesus Christ, has
shone upon us, we have loved darkness rather than
light, because our deedsare evil.—Like “ Jeshurun,
when we have waxed fat, we have kicked ; we have
forsaken the God that made us, and lightly esteemed
the rock of our salvation.”—We have not preserv-
ed upon our minds a grateful remembrance of his
mercies, and have scarcely performed the for-
malities of a thanksgiving ; we have been unmind-
ful of all his gracious benefits, and lived as 1f
we were under no obligations to glorify him.—
Do not these things prove that we are a people la-
den with iniquity, and that we are the deserved ob-
jects of Jehoval's displeasure ? Can we not in the
light of these sins behold the reasons for which God
is contending with us ? Why else, has Jehovah sent
among us from time to time the pestilence, to sweep
away our inhabitants from our cities? Why else,
have tremendous storms spread desolation and
death along our seaboard? Why else, have earth-
quakes been felt in every direction, and spread dis-
may and terror throughout our country ? and why
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else, are we scourged with the curse of Warr?
These things, might indeed be attiibuted to a varie-
ty of secoud causes, but the great cause ¢ our na-
tional guilt.  Gur sins, have separated between us
and God ; our sins have provoked the Holy One of
Israel to anger, and brought down upon us, one af-
ter another, his desolating judgments. And have
we not abundant reason to mourn ? are not these the
loudest calls to repentance? and shall we still con-
tinue hardened and insensible? O, let us rather lay
our hands upon our mouths, humbly acknowledge
our iniquities, and exercise godly sorrow! let us
rather kiss the rod which 1s shaken over our heads,
and whose weight we have already felt, and return
like repenting backsliders unto the Lord our God.
For < surely 1t 1s meet” at tlus day, to say unto God,
# We have borne chastisement, we will not offend

any more: that which we see not, teach thou us:

* The reason why the author did not cnlarge, on the three
first of thesc afflictive providences, in this place, was, that he
formerly endeavoured to improve them, as they separately
occurred ; and as to the War, it was not declared at the time
the fast-day was recommendcd by the ecclesiastical authori-
ty : he therefore felt himself at liberty to mention it without
dwelling long upon it; and he confesses that the relief was
pleasant to his mind : for whatever politicians may say as to
the justice or injustice of the measure, it gives him pain, as 4
professing christian, to reilect, that the only two countries v
earth where fiure and undefiled religion firevail, are at War »
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and if we have done imguity, we will," by thy grace,

“ do su no more.”

2d. The state of the church calls upoie us this day

to wmovrn.

1. has been foretold in the records of truth con-
ceruing our i ord Jesus Chiisty that # his dominion
« should reach from sea to sca, and from the river
“to the ends of the earth; vea, that all Lings
«“ should bow down before hun; and all nations
« should serve him ; that meu shouwld he biessed s
“ him, and all nations cail him blessed.”  Bul
it is evident that®the extent of Christ's kingdon:
doth not yei cqual this magniticent description,
There are stll many dark corners of the carth
upon which the sun of righteousness iath never vis-
en:—many parts of the habitalie ¢lobe, which are
yet the regions of death. Heathensme and Ma-
Lometanism, with their concomitants, ignorance and
superstitien, prevall over dAs o, Africa, part of Ly-
rope, and VWWestern Ameriea. Tue mhabitants of
Hose places wee excloded a0 great measae from
il the wcans of veligons midunuation : for how can
taev believe in him of whosa they have not heard ?
and how can they hear without the preachiers of the
CGospel? The grossest darkpess obscures their
wental and spiviciat horizen, and it they heve any

velicion at ali, it 1+ ihe OIS Prg of ignoranes: and
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bhnd superstition, which overwhelm genwine reli-
g0, and Instead o1 adding dignity to Luman na-
hure, degrade 1t on the scale of creation.—In this
melancholy state of thousands of our feilow-men,
the church ought this day to deplore

The want of Gospel Ministers.

¢ The harvest is truly great, but the labourers are
tew.” There 1s abundant room in the gospel vine-
yard, for the labour of additional thousands. Even in
our own land, in our own communion ; but particu-
larly in the communion of our sister Presbylerian
church, there are a multitude of congregations who
are mourning their silent Sabbaths! and in the vast
continent of Asia, and throughout the vast population
of India and China, how great must be the dearth
of hearing the word of the Lord! and compared
with this extensive and growing field, how few are
the labourers! how tew are found dedicating them-
selves to the service of God in the Gospel of his
Son! how few, even I tius cievilized, christian
land, are found willing to devote their time and ta-
lents to the good of souls? and, alas! how few ure
found, willing to forsake all and tollow Christ indo
the Land of Strangers! A few, a memorable few.
have indeed left their country and their comforts, to
carry the glad tidings of peace to the bemghted
heathen: but in the present convulsed state of the

D
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world, 1t 1s to be feared that their supplies will be
cut off, and they be left to perish for want: but 1¥
they do, they shall have thronghout the Church the
honour of martyrdom, and in heaven the reward of
eternal lite.  Christians, mourn this day, for this of
Hiction of Zion*.

Zion calls upon us to mourn the want of Union.

"The Church of Christ 1s but one. She has but onc
head, and all her members constitute one mystical bo-
dy. And yct, it we were to view her as at present,
distinguished by a variety of names, and cut up into
different sections, we would suppose that she was ma-
ny ; that there was no common bend of union; and
that her interests were as various as her names. And
this supposition is too much cherished by 1gnorauce,
by superstition, and by unsanctified bigotry. We
too often Lear the different denominations, speak-
g with  blind zeal, for the terest of their
church, as distinct from the general interests of the
Church of Christ. This want of union in the
Chureh, like want of union in the state, weakens her
councils, and palsics her efforts in promoting the

* The persons here alluded to, ure the Rev Messvs, Sam-
acel Neweil, Adoniram Judson, Samuel Nott, Gordon Hall,
and Luther Rice, who lelt this country last I'cbruary, as mis- |
~donaries to the heathen in Asia; under the direction of the
Amecrican hoard of commissioners for foreign Missions,
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cause of Christ.  What might not the Church o
Churist do, in alleviating the miseries and saving the
souls of men, if, nstead of turnming fier mfluence in-
to different sectarian channels, it was all concentrat-
ed into one, in which Christ would be all and in all?
Then Idols would indeed totter to the ground, and
we might cherish the enrapturing hope, that the
kingdoms of this world would soon become the
kingdoms of our Lord and of lis Christ. This
UNION MUST ONE DAY TAKE PLACE. The names
of the different denominations, must be absorbed n
the general name of the Church of Chrisi. Tl then,
let us mourn over our present separation: bury
our local prejudices ; and in our differeat stations,
do all in our power to break down the wall of par-
tition ; that thus we may dwell together as mem-
bers of the same body, partakers of the samc hope,
and travellers to the same heaven.

The Church calls upon us this day to lament the
vrevalence of Heresy.

The word of God contains a perfect system of
saving truth. The most perfect order, symmetry, and
heauty, shines throughout the whole. One d« ctrine
1s connected with another, in such a mannecr, that if
you deny one, the chainis broken; and vouare lost
in a maze of uncertainty and error. The chain has

been broken :—the glory of God's word 1s tarnish.
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ed 5 crvor has came in like a flood, and spread it-
sclf like a raging torrent.  “ The floods have lifted
up their voices; the floods have lifted up their
waves.”  Most of the pernicious errors, which for-
merly disturbed the church in other countries, are
two cagerly embraced in our own; and what a
vencrable divine said on this subject nearly a centu-
ty ago, may now be said with a little variation.
“ God's election of his people to glory, 1s arraigned
as unrcasonable,” and his sovereignty as a proot of
tvranny. ¢ The fall of man is almost forgotten,
and his original corruption is denied. Justification
by the vighteousness of Christ, is pursued with ran-
cour and malice,” and the filthy and polluted rags
of our righteousness, are considered an adequate
substitute. ¢ The efficacious grace of the Holy Spi-
rit, in his sanctifying and comforting influences, is
considered enthusiasm, and the power of man to
convert himself, arrogantly contended for. The
perseverance of the saints in holiness, is profanely
ridiculed, and the doctrine of the wicked being re-

served for eternal torments, 1s atheistically denied*.”

These are ervrors which more or less prevail in
all parts of our country, where the carnal mind con-
tinues to be enmity against God. And besides

* Scca Sermon of the Rev. Abraham Taylor, on ¢« The
Causes of the Decay of Proctical Religion in the Lime-
street Sermons, vol. 2d. pages 582-—3,
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these, there have been at the eastward, and particu-
larly in the vicinity of Boston, the most blasphe-
mo.s attempts to rob Christ and the hoiyv Spirt of
the glory of their Supreme Divinity ; to reduce them
to the rank of mere creatures; to deny their per-
sonality, or to make them, at best, ounly attributes,
powers, and names of the [rather.

O, how has the gold become dim, and the most
fine gold changed! Pure and undefiled religion,
once prevailed there, as much as ever it did in any
place on earth. They were the children of the good
old Purituns, (2s they were contemptuously styled
bv the foes to vital godliness,) and they continued
for vears to cherish and to practise the principles
of the reformation. But it is now so no more; a
great proportion have abandoned the creed of their
fore-fathers, and formed one out of their own car-
nal imagination! They have apostatized from the
faith of Christ, and adopted the creed of Socinus !
As we love and value the trath, then, let us mourn
over this prevalence of error; let us plead, that God
would give the people ‘ repentance to the acknow-
ledgment of the truth as it is in Jesus: and that
there may be no more false teachers among them,
who hing in damnable heresies, EVEN DENYING
THE |.ORD THAT BOUGHT THEM, and bringing
upon themselves swift destruction*.”

* 2 Pet. 1.1,
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The Church ought this day to mourn the want oy
the out-pouring of the Holy Spirit.

In the days of the apostles, and primitive chris-
tians, when the Holy Spirit descended, and accoma
panied the word preached ; what shaking was there
among the dry bones! what quickening of thuse
that were dead 1 trespasses and sins! and whal
flocking of sinners to the standard of the cross, as
doves and as ciouds to thewr windows! White the
apostle Pcter was preaching repentance and vemis-
sion of smns, on ihe day of Pentecost, his hearers, by
the influence of the biessed Spint, were pricked in
their hearts, and ecrica out, ¢ Men and brethren,
what shall we do to be saved? And the same day
were added unto the Church about three thousand
souls*.””  And while the same apostle was preach-
ing to Cornelius and his company, that “ Christ
is ordained of God, to be the Judge of quick
and dead, and that whosoever believeth 1 him
shall receive remission of sins, the Holy Ghost fell
on all them which heard the wordt.” Such was the
success of the Gospel, while accompanied by the
power of the Spirit.  But when God in his sove-
reignty did not give the increase, a Paul planted,
and an Apollos watered, in vain.

% Acts i, AT td VACts W 42— 44
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fu this wav alone, can we account for the small
success of the Gospel at the present day. Lo many
places the Gospel is preached in as much purity and
simplicity, as it was tormerly ; and many mimsters
of the word, according to grace given, are propor-
tionably as zealous and fathtul.  Why then are
they not as successful 7 Why are they obliged to
‘ hang their harps on the willows, and to complain,
Who hath believed our report, and to whom 1s the
arm of the Lord revealed ?”’ 1t s because the Lord
does not bring home this report with power to the
conscience, by the operations of his blessed Spirit.
It 1s because we have done despite unto the Spirit
of grace, and resisted his influence, that God has
waxed a coatroversy with us, and declared that
“ fus Spirit shall not always strive with man.”

This, my hearers, is far from being a subject of
mere speculation and uncertainty. It is a solemn,
serious, and alarming fact.  Though we, and a few
other congregations, have no rcason to *“despise
the day of smail things;” yet 1t may be said with
truth, of the Churches 1a general, and of the Ke-

formed Dutch Church in particular, that the Com-
forter is in a great measure departed ; and conse-
quently, that the work of conversion 1s much at a
stand.  Few, very few, are now seen or heard in-
quirmg the way to Zoon, with ther taces thither-
ward, Few,very fen, ere added nto tie Chuareqes
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of such as shall be saved. Simmners often hear thun
ders from mount Sinai, and a stll small voice
from the palaces of Zion ; but they continue fear-
less and stupid, senseless and unaffected. And
even professing christians, often sit before God as
his people sit, aud are found in the use of external
orditauces; and yet go away as full of formali-
ty and deadness asf t.ey had never been engaged
in them. The reasonis, the Holy Spirit does not
accompany the word preached with his blessing,
and does not clothe his ordinances with power. He
withdraws from us, whose presence is the glory
of our assemblies, and leaves us to mourn the ef-
fects of our mad ingratitude in slighting his persoun,
and grieving his operations* !

And is not this a loud call upon us to weep and
to mourn, and to gird ourselves with sackcloth '
Is it a small thing that we have provoked the Holy
One of Israel to hide his face from us? That by our
sins we have constrained him to withdraw his Holy
Spirit, and leave us to barren, unprofitable ordinan-
ces >—Oh! my friends, if we only realized the im-
portance and absolute necessity of the Spirit—thal
without him no saving benefit can reach our souls—
that if any man have not the spirit of Christ, he i+
none of his—and that upon him depends all the ex-

* Sce notey, page SF.
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ercises of grace in as ;—all holy obedience to God,
and communion with him, and all our spiritual life,
comfort, and safety, both m time and in eterni-
ty ; could we, I say, realize this, we would need no
arguments to mduce us to lament Lis absence—
we would sigh and cry for his removal from our
solemn assemblies, and our own souls!

And if this is indeed such a loud call io us to re.
pent and mourn ; let us hear the voice, and answer
it, with the tervent prayer of the Psalmist, « Cast
us not away trom thy presence, and take not thy
Holy Spirit from us; restore unto us the joy of thy
salvation, and uphotd us with thy free Spunit. Thy
Spirit is good. iet him lead us mnto the fand ot up-

I‘ightnf’“.”



SERMON 11,

L I~
Isaram xxi. 12, 13, 14.

“ And in that day, &c. and behold, joy and gladness, slay-
ing oxen, and killing sheep, eating flesh and drinking
wine : let us eat and drink, for to-morrow we shall die.
And it was revealed in mune ears by the Lord of hosts,
Surely this iniquity shall not be purged from you til! ye
die, saith the Lord God of hosts.”

i) & SO

II. We proceed to consider the state in which we
continue, notwithstanding these calls.

¢« And behold, joy and gladness, slaying oxen
and killing sheep, eating flesh and drinking wine ;
let us eat and drink, for to-morrow we shall die*.”
Astonishirg! that a people, whose country was in-
vaded by a powertul army; whose cities were sack-
ed, and whose temyle was in danger of pollution,
should indulge so much levity and carnal security !
Would we not rather have supposed, that, while
God's hand was upon them, they would have felt: that
while Inus voice spake, their cars would have heard:
and that, addressing each other m 1he language of
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coutrition, they would have said, ¢ come, then, let
us return unto the t.ord, for he hath torn, and he wall
heal us; he hath smitten, and he will bind us up !”
And yet, instead of mourning, behold gladness ;
instead of fasting, behold eating and drinking, 1n
the most riotous and luxurious manner ; nstead of
trembling at the threatenings of Jehovah, behold
the atheistical scoff, “let us eat and drink, for to-
morrow we die.”

We wonder, we stand amazed, at their conduct!
and yet, it 1s to be feared, that the evils of which
the Prophet complains, are too descriptive of our
own state.

The judgments of God have been abroad in the
carth, but we have not noticed them. We have
seen the nations in distress, but we have not sym-
pathized with them. We have read of battles, and
the eflusion of the blood of tliousands of our fellow-
creatures, with indiflerence! We have scen one
kingdowm after another, crambling before the grow-
mg power of a despot, and have gazed at the
spectacle with as much apathy, as we would at the
fall ot so many trees; and with as much proud and
self~confident security, as 1if it were impossible for
us to share the same fate. We have even presumed
upon the providence of God, by neglecting the or-
dinary means of safety; and, as if that were noi
enough, we have voluntarily thrown ourselves into
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she arms of danger. Just like the Jews, who lived
in carnal security, trusting to a few fortifications,
and not in him who ¢ rules in the armies of heaven,
and among the inhabitants of earth.”

The judgments e have already experienced,
have been calculated to make every heart heavy,
and every countenance sad. But we still live in
haits of conviviality and dissipation, and indulge
an uosuitable gayety and levity of mind. And there
are multitudes 1 our country, who rejoice at the
late war measure, as if it were the most glorious
event that has happened since the revolution™. Just
like the Jews, who indulged ¢ joy and gladness, slay-
ing oxen and killing sheep, eating flesh and drink-
ing wine.”

We have had one warming ufier another, that un-
less we repented and turned unto God, heavier judg-
ments were still in store for us; but we have treated
them with contempt and ridicule. We have pro-
fanely scofted, saying, ¢ these things come in the or-
dinary course of human events, and therefore are

* To the horour of the citizens of this state, be it record-
cd, that there are few such among us. With the reflecting,
of both parties, the war is spoken of with regret. But
the remark is fully applicable to the citizens of thc
Southern States. Wiih what face will they observe the day
of humiliation, recommended by the President of the United
States ?



( 38 )
no proof that we deserve them more than others .
or if we do, they bave as yet done little harm, and
m future we nced expect no more danger.” Just
like the Jews, who, ridiculing the idea of the near
approach of their destruction, said, ¢ let us eat and
drink, for to-morrow we die.”

Such 1s our general character. But if we de-
scend to particulars, we shall find that we are in
still more deplorabie condition; not only stupid, in-
sensible, and secure, under the dealings of God;
but actually and utterly insensible to the causes of
his afflictive dispensations.

We have said, that the elevation of wicked men
to offices, was a national sin; and of course that it
ts one reason, why the nation ought to mourn. But
the people in general ure far, very far, from being
sensible of this. So far in fact are they from it,
that they practically deny, and cannot endure to
be told of it. Now as reformation must always be
preceded by conviction of error, we would expos-
tulate with you on this subject. Why are you un-
wiiling to be addressed on this point? Is it because
any of you have yielded your support, to those
who were not worthy of it, and therefore, that to be
spoken to would look like reproof ? This will not
satisfy ; because if you are convinced of having done
wrong, candour obliges you to acknowledge if:
and honesty compels von to do so no move.
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Is it, becanse we are required ¢“ not to speak evil
of the rulers of God’s people?”’—Then all that a
wicked man has to do, is to secure the favour of
the people, and use this as a stepping stone to of-
fice, and his office will be a cloke to his crimes!- -
then virtue and vice cease to be distinct, and all
the qualifications which God’s word requires in a
ruler, become nugatory. But let us examine this ob-
jection. ¢ Thou shalt not speak evil of the rulers
of thy people.”” We acknowledge this to he a
binding prescription of God’s word ; but what is
“ evil speaking,” the crime here prohibited? It is
“ the using of language either reproachful or un-
true, respecting others, and thereby injuring them=.”
To speak, then, either reproachfully or falsely of
ruler, is not only criminal, but dishonourable : but
to speak the truth, in a respecttul manner, is not im-
plied in * evil speaking.” But, even if the truth
should be counstrued evil speaking, still it may be
spoken of the man, as a man, while we respect him
m the character of a ruler. The magistracy is an
ordinance of God, and ought uniformly to be spok-
en of, with tenderness, deference, and respect. But
it is no cloke for any man’s crimes. The ministry
of the Gospel 1s also an ordinance of God, though
of a different nature; and if we are not ¢ to speak
ev:l of dignities,” much less of the ministers of the
Gospel : for their office, of all others on earth, 1«

* Buck's Theological Dictionarv
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the most dignified. But are you wiiling to apply
this reasoning to them ? If they are profane swear-
ers, Sabbath breakers, adulterers, drunkards, or 1n.
fidels, are you to say nothing of their crimes, be-
cause they are mimsters? Is their office to be o
cloke for their sins? You will one and all answer,
No. Why then will you not adopt the same modc
of reasoning in the one case, that you do in the oth-
er? Forthe obvious reason, that it 1s absurd; gross.
1y, and rrationally, and unscripturally absurd. Aud
1t absurd in one case, 1t 1s also absurd in the other ;
for the cascs are exactly similar. The prevalence,
then, of that strange disposition in both political
parties, to blind their reason, and shackle their
spcech, on this subject, is a striking proof that they
are not sensible of their sin.

But there is another proof of insensibility on this
point; and that is, that many who acknowledge the
principle, that we ought to have men for our rulers,
who fear God ; and consequently acknowledge that
they do wrong in supporting any others, justify
themselves under the mmpression, that they cannot
get pious men who are qualified for ralers. This
is a delusion.  As 1o qualification, even in the lax
sense in which it is generally used, as importing
strength of intellect, and a knowledge of state af-
fairs, surely 1t is as hkely to be found i the pious,
as the wicked pait of the community.  Otherwisc
we get into that dreadful dilenama, that piety and
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‘ntellect never go together, and consequently, that
1gnorance and weakness are essential ingredients in
the character of a christian!  And as to the impos-
sibility of obtaining them, we affirm, that this is so
far from being the case, that ours is the only coun-
try on the face of the earth, where they can be ob-
tained. In hereditary governments the people are
compelled to receive as their sovereign, the lawful |
heir, whether he be good or bad, a wise man or
a fool. But here, where the people have a voice in
the election of their rulers, they can elect whonr
they please. And why not a man who tears God,
as well as one who fears himnot? It is because this
1s never required, as it oaght always to be, as an es-
sential qualification ; or because there is not virtue
enough in the people to support lim. In either
case, the position is established, that we continuc i
a state of insensibility to one of the causcs of our
present afflictions, notwithstanding the call of God
in it, to repentance.

‘We have been called upon to mourn for the pre-
valence of irreligion and profanencss; but whar
are the general sentiiments respecting them ? Senti-
ments of sorrow, or of mdifference? As to those
who are guilty, there is too little hope of their con-
irition ; they continuc insensible of their guill, and
of course incapable of sorrow. There are few,
very few, symptoms of abridgment, in the indul-
gence of vnlawful pleasures: of inereasing rever-

i
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ence tor the holy name of God; or of growing
respect to the iustitutions of the Sa:bath. The
same habits of extravagance and dissipation; the
same contempt ot all God's commandments, that
prevailed betore we heard his warning voice, it is
to be feared, prevail still. And as to those who
profess to have escaped the pollutions that are in
the world, they do not monrn as they ought over
the prevaleice of vice. Too few of them adopt
the praver of the Psalmist, ¢ Help, Lord, for
the godly man ceaseth, for the faithful fail from
amoug the cluldren of men *.”

Our ingratitude 1s another source of our present
afflictions ; and as such loudly calls for repentance.
But 1s there any thing like a general conviction of
our unthankfulness? That we have been abundant-
ly and distinguishingly blessed, since the Revolu-
tion, all must acknowledge ; but will all as readily
acknowledge the hand that has secured to us ouv
civil and religious liberties, and enriched us with
his blessings P alas! we have forgotten that the Lord
has becu gracious, and have been too ready to as-
cribe our privileges to the mihtary and political skl
of men, instead of thankfully acknowledging the
blessing or God upon then endeavours! And do we
not stiil continue ungrateful? the proof 1s n our

envduct ¢ for g‘mtltudc to God 1s :.;.lways ACCOI~

» i)
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panied with an abiding sense of his goodness ; of.
our own unworthiness ; and of our obligatious to
live to his glory. And is there not too much rcason
to behieve, that we are not humbled under a sense of
our unworthiness ? that instead of sceking his glo-
ry, we are eagerly pursuing our own individual in-
terests ? that God 1s not in all our thoughts, and of
the rock that begat us we are unmindful ?

But if such is the state, in which we continue as
a nation, notwithstanding our national calls to re-
pentance, what is the state of the Church? Alay,
many places of the earth are full of the habitations
of cruelty ! the Heatlien are enveloped in dark-
ness, and bound in chains of superstition. They
bow with melancholy reverence before the Idols of
their own creation, or sacrifice themselves before
their blood-stained Zowers*. Buat do christians
pity, or do christians mourn! They have, indeed,
done much in other countries to alleviate the nuse-
ries, and save the souls, of their fellow-men ; but we
can take very little of the honour to ourselves. The
wealth of our citizens has not been dedicated to
Missionary purposes. The talents of our youth have
not been devoted to the service of God, 1 the Gos-
pel of his Son. The tears of our christians have not
watered the trec of the cross, nor their prayers as-

* The allusion is to the barbarcus custom of the Hindoos;
in casting themselves under the wheels of the ldol Juyee~
nant.~~Sce Buchanan’s Researches.




































