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OUR

DANGER, &c.

JEREMIAH v. 29.

SHALL NOT MY SOUL BE AVENGED ON SUCH A NA-
TION AS THIS.

T HIS prophet appeared in a very degene-
rate period of the Jewifh church. Every order of that
people, from the humble peafant to the prince on the
throne, had apoftatized from the true God, and had
loft that fimplicity in his worfhip, and that zcal for
~ his name which were their former chara8erifiic and
glory. The mafs of the people, for/aking the Lovrd
Gud of iheir faiiers, had mingled in ali the ablurdi-
ties of the idolatry of the nations around them : their
princes did evilin tie fight of Fehovah, and no longer
ruled for his giory, or the goed of their fubjefls :
even thole who were called to minifter at the altar de-
graded boil themlelves and their office by a fervile,
corrupt, mercenary {pirit: The fun had alfo gone down
upon thewr propheis ; thelz lights of Ifrael were now
darkencd through error of principle, and licentiouf-
nels of praciice ; inftead of flemming the torrent of
geacral deletlion by expofing with a holy heroifin
the iniquities of ail clafles, they rolled along with the
{tream, and rather tended to fwell and infuriate it by
propuecying a falle vifion, and the deceli of their own
ficar’s, ‘Tiereis not a more awlul Lrefage of fpeed
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deftruflion to a nation than when, as the prophet
,expreﬂ‘cs it, there is like people, like prieft ; when
“corruption of manners generally prevails, and the
- meflengers ofthe Lord of hofts bave peither firmacls
" nor fidelity to make an open oppolition.
‘ Tuz Lord Ged, grieved and provoked with thefe
: abominations, gently, yet feverely reminds Ifracl of

{ her former zeal {or his glory, and bis delight in her as

' - his peculiar people. I remenber thee, the kindnefs of
ii»yyouzh and the love of thine efpoufels : Ifrael was
. holinefs to the Lord, and the firft fruits of his increafe.
" He then appeals to heaven and earth, whether an ex-
ample of fuch ingratitude and obfinacy could be
found in any other nation.  Haft thou feen that whack
backﬂzdmg Ifrael hath done : j7 ¢ 15 gone up upon €ve-
vy high mountain and under cvery green tree, and
there hath played the hariot : and I faid after fle had
_done all thefe things, turn thow unto me, but fhe re-
; turned not : their tranfgreffions are many, and their
%bacylidings are 1ncreafed, how fhall I pardon thee
2;‘for this 2 At lali worn out with their iniquitics, and
reflolved to make a full end of them as a people alio-
gether incorrigible, Jehovah calls upon Jeremiah to
arife and at the peril of his own foul not to refufc de-
nouncing their doom ; Thou therefore gird up thy
Adoins and arife and fpeak unto them all that I command
dhee ; be not dt'fmayed at their facesy left I confound
‘hee before them. Shall not [ vifit for thefe things
fauth the Lord ; ¢ Is not my wrath revealed from

heaven againfk all unrighteoufnefs and ungodlinefs of
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man ? Can 1 confifiently with the purity and refii-
tucde of mv nature; can I confiftently with my cha-
raiter as the moral governor of the world pafls by
with impunity thefe wanton, thefe repeated, thefe
grofs violations of my law ? Shali not my foul be a-
venged on | fich ¢ naiion as this 2
You wiil readily notice that the exprefiion, J/hz!l
not my [oul be aveiged, 1s rather uncommcn; it is f
uvicd after the manncr of men and reprefents the great
God as earneftly and unalterably bent on his pur-
pofe ; it is defigned to exprels both the certainty and
the feverity of the judgments to be executed on infa- -
tuated Ifrael. |
Tms day was fet a part forthe folemn exercifes
of fafting, humiliation and prayer on account of the
alarming alpe& of providence to our country. We
are not called merely to deprecate that wrath which -
apparently hangs over our nation; they are greatly -
miftaken who imagine that this thould be our only,
or even our principal exercife : we ought to be decp-
Jy imprefled that our national offences are the caule
cf our national calamities ; we ought impasually to
examine what tranfgreflion on our part has kindled
shes hot difpleafure ; to acknowledge the righteoufnefs
of Jehovah i all the judgments with which we are
threatened ; to improve by faith the atonement of
his Eternal Son as the only mean of our reconciliation
to return to him in the exercife of unfeigned repent-
ance, and then earncllly to plead with an offended

God that in the midft of wrath he would remember
mercy,
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In order to aflit you in thefe important exercif-
es it may be proper,

1. To confider thofe crimes with which as a na-
tion we are obvinuily chargeable—and

11. Troske evidences of divine vengeance which

we bave occafionally felt and uader which we now
{uffer.

1. As a nation, we are chargeable with fhame-
ful ingratitude for privileges enjoyed. It muft be
frefh in your own recolleflion when the fpot where
we now worfhip was ravaged by the incurfions of a
formidable, unpitying foe; when the murderous fa-
vage with his tomakawk and fcalping knife prowled
around your dwellings, often piercing your f{ouls
with his terrific yells; when the doors of your znflu-
ary were fhut up ; when your habitations* were lelt
defolate ; when the fon, torn from the arms of his
mother, and the hufband from the embraces of Lis
wife, were expoled to the toils and dangers of the

* The British army under tie command of Geneial Burs
guoyne, in thewr descent from Canadu, marched along the
Hudsonriver,aboul sivtecniniles tothe westof Sclciiv; but small
detachm-nts of the enewny penc.rated that and the neizhbor-
ang towns, plundering the inhabitants : Farties of ndicus
also sallied out throwgh these setilements, and murdered o
whole family in the vicinily of Salewr ; and the town
was almost entively evacualed in August of 1177, when tee
inhabitanis, tirough apprchension of the encwny, fled for
shelter into the tnterior of the couniry.
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field; and you were driven to ftranaers for a mifer-
abie fhelter from the inclemency of the feafon. In
that hour of peril and panic, the avenger of wrongs
interpofed in your behalf ; difconcerted the adverfa-
ry ; crowned with viftory equally unexpetied and
fignal* your feeble exertions, and reftored you to the
peaceful pofleffion of your own habitations.  Since
the revolutionary war, which terminated in the inde-
pendence of our country, we have enjoyed a degree
of wvrofperity without a parallel in the biftory
of any nation; We are favored with a conftitu-
tion probably the moft mild, the moft equitable,
and, while fupported by public virtue, the moft diffu-
five of general happinefs that was ever framed by
man. While our ears have often heard the thunder of -
diftant war; while almoft every arrival upon our
coafts has brought the intelligence of the murderous
battle fought; of other wives made widows, and
other children fatherlefs ; of old kingdoms convul-
fed, and new empires erefted on their ruins, our
peace has been uninterrupted : We have eat every man
of his own vine, and every ome of his fig tree, and
drank cvery one of the waters of his ciflern, without a-
ny to annoy or alarm: While faminc has waved
her fcourge over other countries and driven thou-
fands of the inhabitants to the ncceffity of begging
their bread, we have literally rolled in worldly afflu-

* The memorable defeat and capture of General Bur-
guoyne took place about the 11th of October, when the inkha-
bitants retyrned to their own possessions.
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ence ; our foil, under the hufbandman’s cultivation,
has yielded a rich profufion of fruits, and our com-
merce has wafted upon our fhores the produ€tions of
every foreign clime. Thele outward privileges have
been crowned with the infinitely more precious means
of falvation. We have enjoyed the oracles of the
living God in our own language, and the various
ordinances of his worfhip in their native fimplicity and
purity. When privileges {o pre-eminent are beftow-
ed on a perfon or a people, returns of thank{giving,
and obedience are expefled in proportion ; but the
bleflings heaped upon us as a nation have been equal-
led only by our ingratitude and impiety. Have
we as individuals, been walking in the fear of the
Lord, regulating ourfelves by his ‘word as the rule,
and confulting his glory as the higheft end of our
lives  As families have we been offering up the tri-
bute of praile to the common Author of our mercies ;
has each been encouraging the other to the perform-
ance of every civil, and focial, and religious duty ;
have we been thus tecaching and admonifhing one ano-
ther in pjalms, and hymans, and fpiritual fongs 2 Have
we as a nation exceeded all others in gratitude, as we
have been elevated above them in privilege ? As ci-
tizens, as minifters, as magifirates have we advanced
hand in hand, eachaiming at the good of the whole ;
and all promoting the glory of Him who raifed ustoa
rank {o exalted among the nations of the earth ? How
rever{e havebeen our charatier,and conduét ? More
ungraieful, more infatated than Fefiurun we have
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wai2d fat 3 wehave forgotten the God that made us, who
redeemed us in the hour of jeopardy, and lightly ¢f-
teemed the rock of our falvation. The diftinguifhing
goodnefs of God inftead of icading us to repentance,
to reformation of life has produced piids, prefump-
tuoufnefs, licentioufnels of principle, and profligacy
of manners. Our affluence, which ought to have
flowed in fupplying the wants of the indigent ; in fup-
porting the ordinances of religion ; in propagating
the gofpel through the frontier fettlements ; and in
conveying tothe perifhing heathen the means of fal-
vation, has been proftituted to luxury of living; to
extravagance of drefs ; to the aggrandizement of our
families; or in adding houfe to houfe and farm
to farm. Our language has correfpbdded with
that of the prefumptuous monarch of Egypt, Who
is the Lord that we fhould obey him 2 ¢ Our gold, our
filver, our pofleflions are our own, and for the grati-
fication of our own éppetitcs they fhall be employed.”
Our ingratitude is thus a fin of high aggravation,
and is one caufe why the Lord God is pleading his
controver(y with our land. Hear O heavens, and
give ear, O earthy for the Lord hath fpoken ; I have
nourtfhed and brougit up children, and they have re-
belled againft me. They have forjaken the Lord ; they
have provoked the holy one of Ifrael to anger, iacy
have gone away backward. Might he not in righte«
ous indignation have added, Ah, I will eafe me of
mine adverfaries ; I will avenge me of mine enemies &

2. Our daring impicty manifefted by a contempt
' B
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of God, and his ordinances, is another caufe of his
controverfy ; one for which we ought this day to ex-
ercife humiliation in his fight. How is his infinitely
venerable name profaned in the unneceflary, irreve-
rend ufe ofit by fome, and in the impious oaths and
imprecations of others ? Are not his ordinances neg-
le€ted and defpifed by many, who live within reach of
the fanftuary, and who, by their parents, were early
devoted to his fervice in baptifm ? Is not that precious
volume the bible ; that volume which affords the moft
- reviving expreflionsof Jehovah’s love, and conftitutes
the broad charter of all our privileges and profpefls ;
is not that volume regarded by fome with negle@ and
indifference ; by others has it not been derided as the
offspring of fuperitition, or prieftcraft ! Doesnot a li-
centious infidelity obvioufly pervade the higher orders
of fociety in our country ? Was not that man who has
appeared as one of the moft open, bold, unbluthing
champions in this caufe ; who has exhaufted his talents
in the derifion of every thing facred ; who has utter-
ed the fouleft blafphemies, which a polluted imagina-
tion could conceive, againft the Son of God, againft
his Perfon, againtt the myfteries of his gofpel, and the
minifters of his religion : has not that man been in-
vited to this country by the leading men of our na-
tion ; has he not been correfponded with, and caref-
fed fince his arrival ? Ifthis circumftance does not a-
vow their real enmity to the faviour’s crofs, it at leaft
betrays-an alarming indifference to its interelts : And

I am bold to aflert that thole who are hoftile to our rg-
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ligion cannot be the real friends of cur liberty, what-
ever betheir political pretenfions.  Diviné revelation

is the great charter of our rights as men, no lefs than
of cur privileges and profpef@ls as chriftians ; it
proclaims to man his dignified origin, as created after
the image of God ; it infpires the individual with
the moft exalted fenfe of his own importance, by de-
claring thal *he Lord God hath made of one blood ail
men to dwell upon the earth, and confequently that all
are naturally pofleffed of certain, equal, unaliezable
rights : This conftitutes the greateft poffible fecurity
for {ocial order among men by enjoining us io live
foberly, righteoufly and Godly ; to do juflly, talove mer-
¢y, and walt humbly with our God.” Thele are notthe
{entiments merely of the divine ; they are maxid’i‘é
firmly believed and openly avowed by the moft ac-
complithed legiflators that ever adorned the world.—
Suffice it to mentien the obfervations* of Him whom

#* His Excellency GEorGE WASHINGTON, s his last
address to'the citizens of the United Stiles. *“ﬁ?z’s?é’anz‘@/,*’
says Montesque, a czicorated Frenchwriter, ¢ has prevented
the establisament of despotisni in Ethiwpia, notwithstanding
i/s siluation tn the midst of African despoiic states.”  dnd
Ilume, although a malignant enemy to religion, has acknoz-
ledzed that * tne precious sparks of liberty were Kindled by
the purituns in Lnglend, and to them the Lnglish owe the
whole freedom of their constitution.”” I cannot help temark-
tng that the observations of these authors are literally exem-
plified in New-Ingland. There is no part of the christian
world where pur: religion more eminently flourisiied than in
those states for gznerations afte~ their firsi setlleinent ; and
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all revered as equally the Statesman, the Hero, the
Patriot ; on whom the eyes of every American
citizen were faftened as the brighteft ornament of
our country ; our pride in peace ; our fhieldin war;
and,ander God,the inftrument of incalculablebieffings
to cur nation. ¢ Of all the difpofitions and habits
which lead to political profperity, religion and moral-
ity are indifpenfible fupports. In vain would that
man claim the tribute of patriotifm who fhould labor
to {ubvert thefe great pillars of human happinefs ;
thefe firmeft props of ihe duties of men and citizens :
The mere politician equally with the pious man ought
to refpet, and to cherith them. A volume could
not trace all their conne@ions with private and pub-
lic felicity.”

- AcaIn, is not the holy fabbath, ¢%at reft which
is ordained for the people of God ; that inftitution
which is calculated to fecure heakh to the body, no
lefs than happinefs to the foul; that inftitution which
is a lively memorial of the refurre@ion of eur cruei-
fied Lord, and furnifhes a conftant pledge of our
own refurreflion, is not this day openly proftituted
without a blafh, and without remorfe ? Is it not
profaned by fome in idlenefs and amufements ; by
others in unnecefiary vifits, and by many in the deli-

there is perhaps no part of the globe, where the principles of
ralional liberty are better understood, or more zealously vin-
dicated. On the other hand, what probably paved the way
for the easy introduction of despotism in France than the ge-
neral infidelity and licensciousness of the people.

P . B B . e A e n
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berate profecution of their fecular employments ? Is
not the peacefui worfhiper often interrupted and in-
fulted as he repairs to, or retires from the temple of
his God, by the wanton tranfgrefiors of that facred
inftitution ? And does it not render our guilt more
aggravated, and expofie us to feverer vengeance, that

this profanation of the Sabbath is permitted in part
by public authority ? Our Legiflature* has explicitly
provided that no man ¢ remaving his family, or
houfehold furniture” fhall be detained on that day.
Does not this toleration virtually make void the com-

mand of Jehovah who had enjoined, TAKE HEED
TO YOURSELVES, AND BEAR NO BUR-

¥ During the discussion of a bill relating to the SabbaiA,
which was brought before the Legislalure some years since,
a member was heard in the street to < damn the Sabbath and
all its advocates.” I mention this circumnstance merely, to
shew that in the election of the unprincipled, indecent man
1o public office, we not merely evince a want of zeal for God,
a warl of concern for the interests of wmorality, but a great
want of respect to ourselves. Petitions in supporé of that
bill were poured tn from various paris of the state, and a sin-
gle copy of the petition from the city of New-York, as wds
staled in a public paper,had eighteen hundred names annexed
fo1t. Ascitizens of a free government we possess the right
tn a respeclful manner to petition our legislative bodies, and
our pelitions, especially when presented by a large and re-

spectable part of the statc,are entitled to respectful attention.
But wn the instance of the member above mentioned, the

maxim holds true, that he who does not fear God wili not

vegard man, nof even hisconstituents from whom ol his lit-
He importance is derived.




P
DEN ON THE SABBATH DAY, nor bring t¢
in by the gates of Ferufalem ; neither carry forth a
burden out of your houfes on the Sabbath day, neither
do ye any work, but hallow the Sabbath day, as I com-
manded your fathers. Have we not reafon to fear
that the Lord God, provoked by our impiety, will
execute upon us the vengeance denounced againft
the nation of Ifrael, T will draw out a fword afier you,
and make your cilies wafle.  Then fhall the land enjoy
her Sabtaths as long as it lieth defolate, and ye fhall
be in your enemies country ; even then fhall the land
reft and enjoy her Sabbaths.

2. Tuz gencral, and very grofs corruption of
public morals is another caufe of the divine dif-
pleafure with us as a nation. May not the records
of our courts of juftice tefiifly how common arc
the crimes of falle {wearing, and forgery ; crimes
peculiarly oftenfive to Jehovah ; and which tend
to fap the very foundation of focial order among men ?
Do not our daily prints announce the very alarming
increafe of bankrugptcies in our country ? Probabiy
one thoufznd inftances of private failure occur now,
where net one occurred twenty years ago. This
faft evinces the corruption of public morals, as thefe
failures muft ordinarily proceed either from a con.
cealment of property with a view to defraud the cre-
ditor, or from a mode of living utterly beyond our
ability. Is not that moft upnatural, moft horrid
of all crimes, felf-murder, become mournfuliy pre-
valent among us ? Is it not 21fo a fathionable thing ;
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is it not confidered the teft of real heroifin, the cha-

ra8leriftic of the man of honor to take, or to aim at
taking the life of anoiher in dueling ? and is not this
murderous* praltice publicly fan&ioned by the ad-
vancement of fuch offenders to ftations of emolument
and honor ? Have we not this moment fome ftanding
high in office in our own ftate, and in the United
States, whofe confciences are flained with the guilt,
and whofe hands are encrimfoned with the blood of
their fellow-men ? Can we expett that our country,
inover-looking with impunity this daring offence, will
cfcape the vengeance of him who has folemnly or-
dained that, WHOSO SHEDDETH MAN’s
- BLOOD BY MAN SHALL HIS BLOGD BE
SHED, FOR IN THB IMAGE QOF GOD

MADE HE HIM.

. How common among us are the vices of intem.

perate drinking, of rioting, of gambling and {wear-
ing ? Are there not {ome men prefiding on the bench

* Is this epithet pronounced harsh ; it is supported by
the judicial testimony of an honorable genileman of our own
age and country ; by one whose benevolence of heart must ez«
ctie the affection, and whose iniegrity and capacity in his of=
fice command the estecem of all who know him. < As mur~
der in contemplation of law essentially consists in deliberately
killing a fellow creature, it is obvious where death ensucs in
a duel, that it 1s generally speaking the miost aggravated
spectes of murder, because it is accompanied with every spe-
¢ies of cool preweditation that a spirit of envy could dictate.’
—Clarge to the Graid Jury of Reading, by the [Ionorakie
Jacos Rush, Esq.
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of civil juftice who are grofsly profane in their con«
verfation ; who have lived in repeated ats ofunclean-
nefs ; who are devoted to gambling, and by whom
the Lord’s day is often {pent in their worldly occupa-
tions ? This diffipation of condutt is offenf{ive in any
man but accompanied with peculiar aggravations in
the magiftrate who explicitly is pronounced a MIN-
ISTER OF GOD FOR GOOD to others: it is
a dirett proftitution of his facred funétion, and ren-
ders him a terror not to evil works, but to the geod.
Civil government is as really an ordinance of Jeho-
vah, as ecclefiaflical government ; he, therefore,
- who {uftains an office in the ftate ought to aim at pu-
rity of converfation, no lefs than he who fuftains an
office in the church ; and when they who rule in either
capacity lofe fight of the folemnity of their ftation, they
degrade both themfelves and their office. It is the
uniform, the upright, the dignified deportment of
the man which gives majefty to the minifter : it is no
lefs the uniform, the upright, the dignified deport-
ment of the man which gives majefty to the magif-
trate. Eeflides, a wanton diflipated conduét in thofe
who fultain the office of the civil magifiracy has a
tendency to demoralize fociety at Jarge. When the

root of 2 tree is rotten, the branches cannot remain
verdant, and flourithing; if the fountain itfelf be pol-
luted, we cannot expeft the fircam to be pure, and
when the head of the body politic becomes difordered
the deacly contagion neceflarily fpreads through all
parts of .he fyftem,
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There is another evidence of public corruption

+ which I dare not pafs over unnoticed : :I mean the
obvious proftitution aofthe right of fuffrage. 1In our
free government the choice of all rulers. either imme-
diately or remotely depends on .the people. This
right of elefting our own reprefentation is the great
privilege for .which our fathers fought, and which is
bequeathed to us, fealed with the blood of thoufands ;
this is a privilege for which many of you fought, and
for the purchafe of which fome of you bled : It is the
full enjoyment of this right which diftinguifhes the
citizen from the {ubject; which exalts the freeman in
one country above the abjell, infulted, degraded
{lave in another country : But is not this right crimi-
nally proftituted among.us ? What is .the .primary
| qualiﬁcation which is or\dinarily {oughtinthe candidate
for public office ? Do we attend to the admenition
prefcribed by Eternal truth, He that RULETH over
men muft be JUST, RULING in the FEAR of Je-
hovah? Hai'c we purfued the maxim delivered by
the wifelt of men,and the moft magnificent, profper-
oas c¢f Princes, RIGHTECUSNESS EXALT.
ETH A NATION, and offered our fuffrages for
thofe who in private life were patterns of rizhteouf-
nels, and as rulers would probably ufe their influence
for promoting it amony others 7 Have we not more
generally enquired, ¢ where 1s the decided, ardent
partizan ; the w-on who will moft zealoufly adhereto
that political {c&lion 1o which we beioa

2

;7 without re-
gard to moral, cr relizious, or even intellettual quaii-
C

o3
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fications ? In the warmth of partj'-{pirit'have we not
contributed to the advancement of thofe who were
the known enemies of religion, and have allowed
themfelves in falfely flandering its minifters ? On this
day of humiliation as the meflenger of the Lord of
hofts, and as I defire to be found faithful to my truft
when the ftorm is blackening over us, I bear my tefti-
mony againft the promotion of unprincipled, immo-
ral, impious men as a moft aggravated iniquity in our
land ; and I believe, as firmly as I believe my exiil-
ence, that without fpeedy and ipecial repentance on
our part, this infult to the Lord of holls will bring
wrath upon our nation, until both our ears will tingle.
Has he not moft folemnly forewarned us that, when
righteous men are in authority the people rejorce, but
when the wicked rule the land mourneth 2 Befides, the
eletion of men to public office who are deftitute of
" moral refitude, is impolitic in the extreme, and puts
n jéopardy our moft important interefts as citizens,
Hear the {fentimant of a reverend member who ador-
ned our counfels during the ftruggle with Great-Bri-
tain ; one in whom were united the eminent divine,
the enlightened ftatefman, and the uncorrupted, ardent
patriot, ¢ Thole who with well to the Rate ought to
choofe to places of truft men of inward principle, juf-
tified by examplary converfation. Isit reafonable
to expedt wifdom {rom the ignorant ; fidelity from
the profligate ; orapplication to public bufinefs from
men of diffipated life? Is it reafonable to commit the
public revenue to one who has walted his owp n~¢+
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mony ? Thofe therefore who pay no refpett to reli-
gicn and {obriety in thofe whom they fend to the Le-
giflature of any ftate, are guilty of the greateft abfur-
dity, and will {foon pay dear for their folly. Leta
man’s zcal, profeflions,oreven principles as to political
meafures be what they may, if he is withou: perfonal
integrity and private virtue, he is not to be truited.
I think we have had fome inftances of men who have
roared in taverns for libérty, and been moft noify n
public mecags, who have become traitors in.a little
time. Suffer me on this fubjedi io make another re-
mark. With what judgment will Jaws againft immo-
rality be made, or with what vigor will they be exe-
cuted by thofe who are profane and immoralin their
own praftice. Let us fuppofe a magiftrate on the
bench of juftice, adminiﬁerihg an oath to a witnefls
or palling fentence of death upon a criminal and put-
ting him in mind of a judgment to come. With
what propriety, dignity, or foree can any of thele be
done by one who is known to be a blafphemer, an
infidel, or by whom in his convivial hours everything
ferious or facred is treated with {corn.”*

PerMIT me to notice as another caufe of the di-
vine difpleafure thole bitter coatentions, thofe mutual
rcproaches which abound among us.  'What are our
{calons of eleCtion but feafons of detrattion, and de-
famation, by which the paflions of each cther are n-

* Dr. Witherspoon, in his sermons, delivered on a general
Fast at the commencement, and a general thanksgiing, at:
the conclusion of the late revolution.
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Hamed ? What liberties zre frequently taken ia ic
proaching public men, and mifreprefenting public
meafures. Does not the living God explicitly forbid
the indulgence of haired, variance, emulations, wrzik
and herefies 2 An untender, unforbearing {pirit be-
tween man and man is always mexcuicable, but it is
peculiarly offenfive when cherifhed by thofe who ase
citizens of the fame commonwealth ; whofe civil and
focial intcreflls are intimatcly blended togeiher. In
republican forms of government, where public vir-
tue is the great pillar on. which the government refis,
2 degree of paily ipiric may be profitable ; one por-
tion of the community thus proves a ¢ watch-tower”
to the other; but wien this {pirit becomes outrageous
and infuriated, when jealoufy pervades every clafs
of focicty, and extinguifhes almoft every fpark of
mutual confidence, it proves equally reproachful,
and ruinous.

Tuese are a few of thofe provocations with
which we are chargeabie as a peeple, and for which
without fincere repentance on our part, the fcourge
of a rfghtcous- God will unavoidably overtake us.
For fuch provocations were his judgments for-
merly denounced againft even his favorice Ifrael, and
owing to their obftinaic impenitence were finally exc-
cuted in their utter deftrution. If ye will not hear-
ke unto me, faith Fehovah, and do all my command-
menis o and if ye fhall defpife my flatutes, or if your
Joul cbher my judgments ; I alfo will do this unto yor ;
D will appaint unto you lerror, comfumption, and (i
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buraing ague that_fhail ccijrme the eyes and caufe for-
row of heart ; and ;: fhall fow your feed, and your
enemies fhall eat 1o ; and { will make your cities wafle
and bring your fanflvary into d. Jolation. Then fhall
the land enjoy her fabbaths as long as it lieth defolate,
and yc b 1 your enemics land, cven then fhall the land
refly azd enjoy her folbains. Again, If ye will not
kearien unto me to hailow the fabbath day, and not to
bear c burden,even entering in at ihe gates of Ferufalem
on the fabbath day ; then will I kindle a fire mtlugat.f

thereof, andii fhall devour the palaces of Feruficn
and it fhall rot be quenched.

Brerurey, when we read thefe fearful denuncia-
tions, and then contempldte ourown condu@, who muft
not tremble for his country ? -Was the holy fabbath
more geaerally, or wantonly profaned in Judea, than
in America ? Were the firects of Jerufalem morefre-

quently polluted by the unhallowed buyer and feller
on that day, than are the firects of our own feitlements

and villages and cities ? Muit we not rationally ex-
pect that ihe foul of our offended fovereign will be a-
venged on fuch a nation as ours 2 Is the violation of
his law lefs aggravated among us whofe light is more
clear, whole privileges are more exalied than among
them ; or is the Lord God lefs righteous to avenge

the quarrel of his cavenant ? Nay, have not our judg-
ments alrcady commenced ?

To confider the evidences of divine wrath which
we have occafionally experienced, and under which
we now fuffer, was the fecond part of our fubjett,
and demands our attention.
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1. Has not a Holy God often plead his contro-
verfy with our land by a fearful peflilence ? Receiv-
ing its commiffion from on bigh, bas not ibis fcourge
gone abroad through our country, and vifited in their
turn our cities from the northern to the fouthern ex-
tremities of the union ? In its boftile career has it not
defolated for a fzafon the fan&uaries of God ; driven
from their abodes thoufands of our citizens, and
mingled in fudden promifcuous ruin the babe, the
youth and the hoary head ?

As ai-viucr mark of bisindignation,and another
mean of reclaiming an engrateful apoftatifing people,
has he not commiffioned the fire to become the aven-
ger of his quarrcl ? Has not this devouring element
laid wafte in fome degree many of our cities, and re-
duced from affluence to poverty hundreds of their in-
habitants? The meflengers of Jehovah’s wrath have
not been confined to our cities, but have occafionally
vifited all parts of the country. The infefl, anarmy
fmall, imperceptible, yet irrefiftible, has marched
through the land, and cut down 1n its progrefs, the
ftaff of life. Before it our fields were cloathed with
verdure, and flourifthing as the garden of Eden, but be-
hind it « defolate wildernefs. Did he not in one year
Shut up the windows of heaven, refufing to us the carly
and latter rain in ther feafon ; and by intcmperate
rains in another year did he not deftroy the fruits of
the earth, biaft the hopes of the hufbandman, and a-
Jarm with apprehenfions of cleannefs of teeth 2 Such
are the {courges which we have occafionally felt in
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years that are ‘pafl ; fuch the expreflions of divine
indignation under which our land has often trembled :
Natural caufes have been ingenioufly affigned for all -
thefe calamities : Prefumptuous, impious mortal:
would fondly excludc- Jehovah from all agency in the
world, as they extinguifh every generous impulfe of
bis fcar and love in their own hearts : Every occur-
rence, whether profperous or adverfe, is afcribed by
them to fecondary means; but the man of wi/dom
will confider them s com:ingz ik from ine Lord of
hofts, and as vifitations cither of his mercy or wrath.
Is there cwil in the city ; is there evil in the country,
and the Lord hath not done it 2 Does the peflilence
confume the perfons of our citizens, or the fire de-
vour their property ?° Does the rain prove our
fcourge in one year, or the draught in another,-or the
mildew in another without bis permiffion and appoint-
ment. They are alike the minifters of almighty
God ; they come only at his call, and they continue
to fulfil the high commiffion received from his hand.
Thus he declared to Ifrael formerly, and thus he may
declare to America now, I have withholder the rain
from you when there werc yet thiee menins to the har-
veft : I have fmitten youwith blafling and mildew : I
have fent among thee peflilence afier the marner of E-
&ypt : I have overthrown fome of you, as God overthrew
Sodom: and Gomorrah.

For all thefe his anger is not turned cway, but his
hand 1s fireiched out fliil.  1s not our nation trembling
at this moment under awful appearances of the divine

S
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difpleafure ? Has not the cloud colleted, and fpread,
and darkened every part of our horifon, and is feem-
ingly ready to burft forth in our deftrultion ? Arc we
not now affembled in this fanétuary for the very pur-
pofe.of deprecating the difpleafure of our God ; of
confefling and mourning over our national guiltas the
procuring caufe, 2nd to implore his return in loving
kindnefs to our land ? The anger of the Lord hath di
vided us as a people ; he no longer regardsus. Does
not 2 diverfity of fcninnent ; does not alienation of
affetion almoft univerfally prevail ? Has not mutu-
al confidence departed from our fellow-citizens, and
the fell demon of difcord fucceeded in its room ? Is

not the brother alienated from his brother ; the fon
from his father ; the neighbor from his neighbor ;
the citizen from the magiftrate ? Nay, has not mutu-
tual confidence departed in fome inftances from the
{piritual paftor and the people of his charge ? Is it
not a notorious fatl that if the fervants of the crofs
remain-faithful io their traft ; if they expofe without
parirality and without kypocrify the corruptions of men
and magiftrates, they are immediately flandered in
public houfcs and public prints ; they are reprefented
as rallying under the ftandard of party, and as con-
verting their pulpits into political engines.  Have not
thefe jealoulies, thefe contentions diffufed their dead-
ly influence through cvery part of the community ?
Do they not tend to diltratt the proceedings of every
aflembly, from the petit-jurv up to the higheft delibe-
rative counfe! in the seiow & Ias 1t not become 2
















































































































