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PREFACE.

THE ensuing Sermon was 70t written, or preacted with
any expectation of its being printed, It now by particular re.
g-est, appears before the Pubp 5 and appears withoys any
material alteration in the style or sentiments, in which it was

delwered.  The Reqdep candor is therefore requested.

If by its being published or read, any mistakes imiibeg
at the time of hearing it, gre removed ; or any misrepresen-
tations made since jts detivery, counteracted ; or, if any use-
Jul information, however small i, degree, 15 conveyed by i¢

%o those who need instruyctip, i Us publication will not b i,
vein.

eage of the truth, and is proper mfluence, either i relig.

or or in politics, but the wayy of them, that yender g people
liable 6 err, or to b misguided,




SERMON.
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JOEL I1. 5, 16, 7.

Blow the {rumpet in Zion, canctify a a:t, cal! a sclemn 2:eembly
. Garher the people, sanctify the congr.ratior. ; assemble the e'der- : garhef the
chikirex, and ‘bo-e ikai suck the bre:.:; et thec bndegroom go forth of Lis
chambei, 2n4 the briae cut of her clocet.

Let the priests, the ministers of the Loxrd, weer- be:ween iue porch aeq the al-
tar, and le: themn :ay, Spare thy people, O Lcrd, and give ro: thine heritaze to
reproach.

ON account of a mational calamity threztened to
antient Israel, and comirg upon them, they wezre, as in
the words before us, called into solemn assembly, to ob-
serve a day of fasting ard prayer.

It 1s very proper for anv people, when under the
mighty hand of Gop, to humble themselves in his pres-
ence for their sins, which are the procuring cause of ca-
lamities, and to present their fervent supplications to him,
that he would spare his people, correct in measure, and
not give his heritage to reproach ; but would mercifully
forgive their transgressions, sanctify bis judgments to them
and remove from them in due time the tokens of his dis-
pleasure.

The particular judgmeats threatened to Isracl and that
were now coming upon them, and on 2ccount of which they
were specially called to humiliation and prayer, werc droughi
and fuminc—sore and very distressing calamitics ! And
the propnet Jeremiah, after faithfullv representing to them
these distresses coming upon their land, reminds them of
their duty, urging to an immediate discharge of 1t i a ve-
ry pathetic manper—* Rend vour hearts and not vour
garments, and turn unto thic Lord your God, for ke 1s

£Tacious




o

gracious and mercifel, siow to anger and of great kinds
r.ess, and repenteth him of the evil. Who knoweth if he
wili return and repent, and leave a blessing behind him 2
Blew th: trumpet in Zion, sanctify a fast, call a sclemn
assemblv : Guther the people, sunctify the congregation ;
assemtle the elders ; gather the children and those that
stck the bressts; let the bridegroosm go forth of his cham.
ber, an2 the bnde out of her closet. L.et the priests. the
ministers of the Lord weep between the porch and the
altar, and let them sav, Spare thv people, O Lord, and
give not thine heritage to reproach.”

These words plainly point it out to be the duty of all,
rulers and subjects, parenis and children, married and un-
married, ministers and people, to assemble together in the
dav of public distress, to humble th-mselves before Gop,
and cry unto him for deiiverance.

The special occasion of our heing cailed to observe this
day ‘¢ with religious solemnity” is, the war in which our
couniy 1s now involved. President Madison having by
advice and act of a majority in Congress. declared war a.
ganst Great Britain and her dependencies, has secn fit to re-
commend to the people of these States, religiousiy to ob-
serve this day, asa day of humihatien and prayer; as
marifesteé by his proclamation, which has been read tg
you.

We are now met, my hearers, in solemn assembly, to
attend to the duties of the day. May we attend to these
duties 1n a serious and beccming manner. May we and
may the people of these states attend this day to those
things, which ought to have a humbling influence upon
all ; and may suntable addresses be presented to Almighty
Gop, the great arbiter of nations, the righteous gevernor
of the vniverse, and the only hope and Saviour of Israel
mn times of trouble.

The present subject and occasion naturally lead us,

I. To teke some view of the situation of our beloved
yet

¢
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yet distressed country, which renders it proper and an im-
portant duty in the people of these United States, to ob-
serve a day of bhumiliation and prayer.—and

II. To consider the duty of ministers and people to
unite i humbling themselves Lefore Gop i times of pub-
fic calamity, and in earnest prayer to him that he would
in his great mercy, spare his people, and not givc his heri-
tage to reproach.

1. To take some view of the situation of our beloved
yet distressed country, whick renders it proper and an im-
portant duty in tke people of these States to observe a duy
of humilation and prayer.

TH1s country, which gave birth to tte most if not all
of us; and to whose rights liberties and independence we
are naturally attached, and which twe all wish to have re.-
spected and maintained, 1s at this day on various accounts,
in a very unhappy situation. It is viewed so, 1 believe,
by all reflecting and considerate persons, whatever may be
their particular political or religious sentiments. Some
may think it unhappy more especizllv, on one account,
and others on another; and different persons may be led
to assign different things as the causes of this unhappiness.
It is not my design to go into the various particulars that
might be noticed ; but shall offer what I propose on this
part of my subject, under the threc following articles,
namely-——The /7religion and sis that are visible amiong us.
The dwiswns that appear in the land—And the /7er in
which our country is involved.

On these several accounts, these Uniied Statz~ g, and
must be viewed in a distressed situation. '

First. The irfeligion and sins that are +isible in e
'and.

That we live in a Cevencrate ace—nan 2g¢, not of right
Teason I manv respects ; bus of great irreligion and ne-
glects




e

glects of personal, relative and social duties ; and that we
are a people laden with iniquity, are truths easily to be de-
monstratcd, by comparing the sentiments and lives of men
with the law and word of (Gop, which we account a per-
fect and just rule both of faith and practice. This being
the standard, by which to try the sentiments and lives of
all, in their various stations and relations in soclety ; ; who
does not stand condemned by it, more or less in his
thoughts, words and actions ? What man is he that liveth
and simneth not ? Some, indeed, are morc vile and wick-
ed than others ; more neglectful of duty; more deeply
nvolved in guilt ; and therefore do more to draw down
divine ]udgments upon our country, and have reason them-
selves to fear ¢ the greater damnation.”

On this subject of the irreligion and sins of people, a
wide field opens itself for descrnpnon and iqmematxon.—-
Scarce a sin can be named, but what is to be found among;
us, as a people. To enumerate and enlarge on all the sins
and vices of the present times, and that are more or less
prevalent through the states, would swell the present dis.
course to a length beyond what time would allow, or

your patience bear

But can we fail to mention and lament, the sinful errors
of atheism and deism ; the great mﬁdehty, and indiffer-
ence to the things of religion ; and those errors in gener-
al, which have been embraced by the scveral parties and

sectaries in religion that have appeared in this, as well as
in other countries, to the no small disturbance of the
Christian Church, by dividing and separating it, and so
rending, if it may thus be expressed, the ¢ seamless coat
of Jesus Christ 2 Can we fail to mention and lament the
great sin of the general rejection of Christ ; not only, as
a Prophet, by pretendmcr to be wise above what is writ-
ten, and by refusing to submit to the instructions and re-
proofs of his word ; but also, as a Priest, in not humb!y
depending on his atonement and merit for pardon and ac-
ceptance with Gop ; and as a King, by refusing a ready
and universal subdjection to his laws and government, to
his institutions and ordinances 2 Can we fail to mention
and lament those sins of heart: as, unbelief, blindness,
hardness.
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hardness, obstinacy, pride, envy, malice, desires of revenge,
grieving at the prosperity, and rejoicing at the calamities
of others, and cvils of this kind with which the hcarts of
many appear to be so much filled, by their being openly
and frequently acted out? Can we fuil to notice and la-
ment, the sins of injustice, falsehood, perjury, intemper-
ance, prophane swearing, fornication, uncleanness, covet-
ousness, emulations, wrath, strifes, seditions, revilings, ri-
ots, murders, and such like things; because of which the
wrath of Gop oiten cometh upon the children of disobe-
dience ; and under the fury of which the innocent some-
times suffer with the guilty? Can we fail to notice and
lament, the omission of many plain and positive duties ;
duties of religion and morality ; duties in families, neigh-
bourhoods and societies, and in the various relations and
stations of life and office, from the highest to the lowest !
“ A truly faithful man who can find 22 Can we fail to
mention and lament, the ingratitude and uniruitfulness of
people in general, under the means of grace, under the
cultivation of the Civine hand, and the many mercies and
privileges, with which Gop has been pleased to favor us ?

No people, perhaps, have been more highly privileg.
ed in all respects than the people of this country. What
people ever enjoyed a more free and undisturbed use of
the sacred scriptures, than this? How many nations
are there, who are entirely destitute of the word of divine
revelation, and never heard the glad tidings of salva-
tion by Jesus Christ ? And of those naticns, who have
the sacred scriptures among them, how many are there,
deprived in great measure of the use and benefit of them;
having the scriptures either locked up in scme obscure
language, or the meaning of them perverted by jesuitical
and designing men ?  'What people is there, among whom
the word of Gop has been in general more faithfully ex-
plained and inculcated ; or that has enjoyed greater priv-
ileges, religious and civil ;5 or been allowed 1o sit more
peaccably in general, under their vines and figtrees; or
cxperienced more signal and gracious interpositions of
Previdence and more wonderful deliverances 2 Of us,
therefore, propertionate and correspondeat fruits of right-

B eouN1gss,
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cousness and praise have been e:-:gected ; and for these
Gop has long waited upon us. But what returns have
we made ? Have we rendered unto Gon according ta
his benefits?  Or, have we not, on the contrary, cvilly re-
quited him for his mercies ; and repaid his distinguishing
gocdness, with much mgratxtude and disobedience ? Sure-
h his mercies have not meited us, as ther ought to have
done into love and obedience ; neither have his 3udgments
when sent npon us, as mlght have justly been expected,
humbled us, and reclaimed us from our sins. Both un-
der his gcntle and his aflictive measures, we have not been
brought to a proper sense and discharge of our duty; but
too much like the deaf adder, have stopped our ears, and
not hearkened to the voice of his mercy, or the voice ci
hisrod, And therefore what reason have we to fear, that
Gop will give us up more and more to cat the fruit of our
own doings ; to experience more and more the sad calam-
ities, which our ingratitude and wickedness deserve 2—
What could we say against Gop, should he proceed with
the people of this land, as he did with his antient Israel 2
saylng, as in the prophecy of Isaiah, (5th chap.) ¢ And
now, O inhabitants of Jerusalem and men of Judzh, judge
I pray you, betwixt me and my vineyard,” 1. e. betwixt me
;md my peopl “What could have been done more to my
vinevard, that T have not done in it 2 Wherefore when I
looked that it should bring forth grapes, brought it forth
wild grapes. And now go to ; I will tell you “what T wili
do with my vineyard : I will teke away the hedge thereof,
and it shall be e*aten up; and break down the wull thereof
and it shall be trodden dovm ; and 1 will lay it waste : It

shall not be pruned, nor digged, but there shall come up
briars and thorns.”

‘Thus Gop proceeded with his antient people. And
nave we not much reason to fear, that he will thus deal
with us, sooner or later, except we repent : ?  How incum-
bent then 1s 1t on us, thL people of these States, to humble
ourselves beferc Gon, te be truly penitent for sin, and te
cry mightily unto him that he wouid mercifully pzu dow
our transgressions, and yet spare and save his people !

Seeond!s.
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Second’. The divisions that appear in our land.

That we are a divided people is manifest to zll.  Differ-
ént political as well as religious sentiments, are entertain.
éd ; different attatchments and alienations of affection, have
also taken place; and these things have been owing in
some measure, doubtless, among other causes, to local
circumstances, to unreasonable prejudices, to high party
feelings, and to a pride as we may say, of favorite theories
and experiments in politics.

But, to view the matter with respect to our public
eoncerns, in the most favorable and candid light, and in
which we ought to view it : The principal and great dif-
ference between the two leading parties in this country,
appears to have arisen from a persuasion, that a certain,
though different policy, or course of measures in govern-
ment, would best subserve the peace, prosperizv and
honor of the nation. The great bedy of both these par-
ties we may consider, whatever may be the case of a few
individuals among them, as real friends to the liberties,
rights and independence of the country. For what reason
can be assigned, why anv native American, where he has
interest, friends and every thing dear to bind him, should
* yet be an enemy to his country ? Is it not idle to suppose,
notwithstanding the many suggestions in private conversa-
tion, and in some of the public papers to the conirary, that
either of the two leading parties shouid wish to have this
couniry subjugated to any foreign power, or to see the
true liberties, rights and sovereignty of these States pros.
trated, or even abridged? For my part, I wonld for the
present view them both, as friends at heart to our common
beloved country, and as wishing 1ts best good. The case
is this. They differ in opinion with rcgard t#the mea-
sures proper and best to be pursued, in order to promote
the public welfare. All, however, 1t 1s to be remembered,
are liable toerr. “ To err is human.”  And we ought
not to expect perfection In any man, or in any human ad-
munistration :  For ¢ what is man,” low or high, peasant
or President, ¢ that he should be perfect 27

B
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But, nevertheless, it is an incumbent duty in people, |
wlile they exercisea suitable spirit of candor and charity
to take the best and most impartial view they can of pub-
lic men and measures ; that they may be the better ena-
bled to act with discretion, 1n those matters which come
before them from time to time, and in which they are so
deeply concerned.

It must be allowed, anc is to be regretted, that things
have been often carried to extremes in politics ; not only
in private intercourse, but in some public productions and
debates. There have issued from the press, under every
4dm1mstratxon of our national government, scurrilous piec-

s, abusive anonymous pubhcanons dishonorary to their
authors, and injurious to individuals, to rulers, and to the
public. My brethren these things out not so to be. No
man of sober sense, of sound ]udgmem or of real patri-
otism, can give these things his hearty approbation, but
must in soul despise them.

Nevertheless, it is to borne in mind, that frecdom of
speech and the freedom of the press, in fair reasoning, In
a manly and critical discussion of public men and meas-
ures, and 1 exposipg folly and wickedness, as they be-
come mznifest, whether in high places or in lower stations,
are rights belonging to the citizens of these States ; are
virtually if not expressly secured to them in the general and
state constitutions; and ought ever to be held sacred and
unalienable. If these are once given up, or wrested from
us, an important portion of our liberty is gone, and the
vessel of state becomes immediately in danger of being
matenalz dsmaged, if not totally wrecked.

It is well known, that not long after the federal consti-
tution was adopted, and the general government formed,
there began to be different sentiments expressed, respect-
ing public men anc measures. Under the admlmetratlon
of the great W asuiNGTON, whose patriotism, whose pub-
lic and private virtucs have been so universally celebrated,
there were some who, from whatever cause, manifested
themselves uneasy with the man, and dissatisficd with the

measures
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measures of government. They accordingly began thenr
attack, and pursued it in various forms, upon his charac-
ter, upon his patriotism, and upon the policy he thought
best to adopt and pursue. Matters were carried to such
a length, that in time, open opposition and rebellion against
the constituted authorities were excited and encouraged ;
orcat disturbances were made; riots and insurrections
took place, both to the disgrace of the men concerned in
them, and to the dishonor of the country ; to quell which,
and restore peace to the public, the civil arm and a milita-
ry force were necessarily exerted, and a large sum of
public money expended. The federal adminis: ‘ration,

however, as it has been called, went on under VVasmngton
and Adams for twelve years. At the period of which,
there was, by the suffrages of a majority of the people, a
change of men in the general government, and conse-
quently, as was expected, a change of policy—a change,
that has been more and more developed in the measures
of the administration,

These measures have now likewise been pursued, and
in experiment, for nearly twelve years, under Jefferson,
and the present chief magistrate of the Union.

It would require much time and labor, if it were proper
here, to draw any just comparison between the two ad-
ministrations, 1. e. the Federal and the Republican, as they
have been denominated. It will not therefore be attempt-
ed: but is left to be done by every one, according to the
measure of his own light and ability, or rather according
to the best helps he can obtain; and to judge for himself,
under which of the two administrations, the measures have
appeared to operate most for the honer and interest, the
peace and prosperity of the country.

We cannot, however, but have obscrved, that a very
considerable proportion of the people of the United States,
especially of the easterly and northern states, have been
for a length of time, and are at this very moment in par-
ticular, lughh dissatisfied with the measures pursuing by
the gcncral government ; who do not think that these mea-

sures



surcs have o favorable aspect on the public, or are likeiy
to tevmate in the wellure and respectability of the nation ;
Lut who, ncvertheless, as appears from various sources,
are ceicrmned to encourage ne riots or insurrections, but
to adopt and pursue only peacable and constitutional steps
to obtain the desired alteration; that is, by presenting
such memotials and pf*titions to the present administration,
and address to therr iciiow-citizens, as they have aright to
presuiit ; o, to eflect. 1f 1t may be, a \,l,..‘ng:_ of men in
public ofiice, and consequently, as they hope, a change of
public mcusures.

Thus, 1n brief, things have appeared to go on under the
severzl administrations of our momzl covernment, from
the adoption of the federal constitution, down t¢ the pres-
et ¢ scasen of calamity and war,”

These divisions in our country, relative to public cen-
cerns, however well meaning the most of the people mayv
be 1o the'r intentions and w mhes, cannot but be viewcd
on the whole, especiaily considering the wrritaticas, the
party feclings, the angry disputes, the bloody riots, and
the great '1‘1emt10ps of affzction am.ong the citizens, that
mtcnd “and often follow them, as rendc"mfr the situation of
our couniry at this time, truly unhappy and perilous :—
And plainly shows us the need there is of humiliation and
prayvei.

T7rdly. The war m which our country In now in-
velved.

This is a £1bject, utall times interesting, but particulai-
ly so with the people of these States at the present day,
The general question 1s, whether the present war be nec-
essary, just, expedient, &e. or not 2 A question that un-
doubiedly deserves the scrious cons dc'ration the deliber-
ate, 1mp°1tml and praverful attention of every citizen.—

It is not my ntention however, to enter here into any par-
ticular discussion of this point 5 but would merely state,
what appears to be the mmpressions and sentiments of  the.
neople at Jarge, on this subject 5 which e plainly discers

12 R ol
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ave very different. There wc many who appear to ithisk
that thu can see clearly, the mctlu, necessity and prn:r;-

ty of this War, declared by ot goveinment agutist Grear
15 jtuin ; and scem confidert, that it will terminate in th -
hionor and wclfare of this countrv. "There are athers, o-
g.ain ; and the number 1s ot smull, who canne see thizgs
in the same hght—cannot view this wor, considerniz the v
rious and peculiar circtinistances under which 1t has Leen
declared, as being necessary, just cipedient, cr hongy b
but are decid cd\ of opinion, that measures ouzht w6 inve
been pursued, a: id mlo‘lf have been pursucd. and such tica-
ties of amity and commerce formed, as would have bon
incenceivably beiter than war; as weuld have proservasd die
peace, and yet sccured the moest essential nights and Li or-
ties, and the mdepenacnce of the nation.  And therciore
thev cannct 1 conscience justifv or approve of 1 prosent

war; but, lift their hands, and raise their voices agninst i

rom the pubﬁ* statemients madie) it is manifost, oc no

Ly to 0

doubt many of vou are scnsible, that a large msjoriey ; vea,
more than two thirds of the mernbers in ers.os fmm
the eastern and northern States, T voted azzinst the mes-
sure of war.  And it is theught by some, who have prai-
tv good means of information, “thot ne carly or quite thic same
propomon of the people iu the easterly and norihien states

Jas b‘.s;& by Rirs S RN
disapprove of this war messure

In a matter of so much cmscq‘u ice o the eilizons =
these United States, us tizt of declaring war aguinst Great
Britain, or :gainst any forcign powe r, ;2 Jhoold seem hich.

ly necessary, and even ing dis spensable, that the peepts &
general, and especlilly  their representatives in Congre
should sce clearly, tle justice, the neccisity cod caneq

ency of the messure; cud 0 be unitediy

engaged m it.  But this is not the cosr. And 3t :

to manyv, truly surpnizing, cnd ina rnr-awr my 13012'-_
that wnder ~zisting circuinstences, under 4 tiew c.i' i

situation ¢i the counuy, of a Lun ru't;.';;w oY vl

""j
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a
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and of scamen, und immense proveriy at o) Beble 1
ptm‘c N of the defenceless steie o0 - ,"“:TT," MO THE N
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the mraratime and inland frontiers ; and of the declared
dispositio.: of Great Britain, on her part, to negotiate and
scttie moatters of diffcrence between the two nauons, and
undger the vicw of the large numbers opposed to the war, in
Ccngress and among the people, there should nevertheless
be a persevering determination in the President, and mem-
bers of Congress who voted for War, though a ma]ont) ,
to risque the vessel of stzte at this time on the perilous,
uncertain and tempestuous ocean of war. But the die
is cast ! Waris declared ! And what or where will be
its end, or the Intermediate expence of blood and trea-
sure, no one 1s able to calculate !

War, myv fne'*ds, whether it be viewed as just or not
in its declaration, is a judgment of Heaven; a sore and
distressing calamity ! sorepresented in holy scripture, and
so vicwed by all wisc and good people. Whoever or
whatever may have been the instrumental causes of the
present War ; Goop is the great over-ruler of the event ;
his hend 1s to be acknowledged in it. And, is it not per-
mitied, is it not to be considered as a token of his displea-
sure ag unst this land, for the wickedness of them thac
dwell in it 2 Were we not a sinfui, but a righteous holy
peopie ; did our ways, as mdmdm,s, and as a naton,
plezse Gop ; things would, doubtless, go otherwise with
us than thev row do. We might éx pcct to be spared as
a peoule, saved from calamity, and not given to reproach.

Wor, horrid war! is now the doleful sound in our ears!
Its sud! efivets already begin tc be felt, in the shedding of
human blocd ; 1 the capture and imprisonment of many
of cur sezfaring fricnds and brethren ; and in the destruc-

:ton of much valuable property It surely renders the
situation of our country, especially in connexion with oth-
er things, peculiarly unh'\ppy and distressed, and calls this
day, for the humiliation and prayer of the whole nation.

I proceed as proposed, II. To consider the duty of
wmsters and people to umte in humbling 'hemselvcs be-
tcie Gon ma time of public distress and peril, and in

earncst
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earngst prager to kim, that he would in his great mercy,
spare his people, and not give his heritage to reproach.

This duty is plainly expressed in the words of my text,
‘While the ministers of religion are called on to lead in the
devotions of the sanctuary, it is made the duty of the peos
ple to join in the solemn exercises of divine worship.
¢ Blow the trumpet in Zion, sanctify a fast, call a solemn
assembly. Let the priests, the ministers of the Lord, weep
between the porch and the Altar, and let them say, spare
thy people, O Lord, and give not thine heritage to reproach.”
In these words are plainly intimated two duties, very pro-
per and suitable to such a day as this; viz Repentance
and Prayer. Yirst, Repentance. * Let the priests weep,”
not indeed alone, but ‘“ with the whole congregation,”
called into solemn assembly. Let them unitediy bumble
themselves in the presence of God, mourning for their
own sins, and the sins of the land, after a godly sort ; hav-
ing, as should be the case, but one heart and one voice on
so solemn an occasion.

From ihe cursory view we have taken of the perilous
and urhappy situation of our country, on account of its
arreligion and sins—of the dwisions of the people, and of
the war in which it is involved ; it is manifestly our in-
cumbent duty, to mourn and lament ; to mourn under the
evils that are seen and felt, and in view of those calamities
we have reason still to fear ; to mourn especially on ac-
count of those sins, which are so much our reproach as
individuals and a people, and those awful judgments, which
are the fruits of transgression. Letall then, of every age and
order, old and young, parents and children, ministers and
people, magistrates and subjects, throughout these States,
be sincerely engaged in the great work of repentance and
reformation,~—without which, how can we rationally expect
to have prescnt calamities removed, or those we deserve

and fear, averted ?

Tohumble repentance of sin, and sinceredesires and endea-
vors after a general yeformation let us subjoin the solemn
C prayer




_prayer in the text, “Spare thy people, O Lord, and give not
thine heritage to reproach.” The covenant people of God
are here stiled his “heritage,” that is, the people he has cho.
sen, whom he loves, and with whom he 15 wont to dwell,
But, when or how may God be said to give his heritage to
reproach? Answer, This is the case, when he gives his
pecple up to walk in their own ways, and to experience the
fruit of their own evil doings; when he leaves them to
their own weak and foolish counsels; and sends upen
them those judgments, which are manifestly procured by
their own pride, obstinacy, self-sufficiency, unbelief, dis-
trust of Providence, ingratitude and disobedience; and
which are evident tokens of his displeasure against them
for their wickedness. When these and such like things
befull a people, they are given to reproach. And undes
such circumstances of guilt and disgrace, it must be high-
ly incumbent on them, to not only humble themselves be-
fore God and be truly penitent ; but to intreat his merci-
ful forgiveness and the return of his favor; that so they
may be delivered from sin and the punishment of it, which
are a reproach to any people ; and may have the honor,
and God the glory, of their being a people spared and sav.
ed of the Lord.

Prayer is an appropriate and required duty of this day.
And, 1 the proclamation issued by the chief magistrate of
the union, recommending to the people to observe this day
as a day of humiliation and prayer, we have several things
pointed eut, which it may be proper to notiee, and which
may in general be made the subject matter of our prayers
on this occasion. o

It is recommended to the people, in the first place, to
observe the day to the devout purpose of “ rendering te
the Sovereign of the universe and the Benefactor of man.
kind, the public homage due to his holy attributes.” The
attributes of God are all incomprehensibly glorious, and
sught ever seriously to impress the minds of men, espe-
clally when in his more immediate presence, and engaged
m acts of public devotion. At such a time, all light
ness and vapity should be suppressed, and men hlled

with




19

with reverence and godly fear. it should be their desire
and endeavor to give unto God the glory due to his name,
as the high Sovereign of the universe, a Being, iufinite,

eternal and unchangeabie in his wisdom, power, holmess,
justice, goodness and truth. For, ““holy and reverend is
his name. Holy, holy, holy 1s the Lord of hosts. Clouds
and darkness are round about him; righteousness and
judgment are the habitation of his throne. Vho shall nat
fear thee, O Lord, and glorify thy name; for thou only
art holy.”

- It is also recommended to us, to observe this day for the
devout purpose of “acknowledging the transgressions which
might justly provoke the manifestations of the divine dis-
pleasure.” The sins and transgressions of a people, of
all orders and degrees of men from the lowest to those
who are highest in authority, are justly provoking to the
Majesty of heaven and earth, and often draw down his
judgments upon them. These sins and transgressions
therefore, should be humbly and penitently acknowicdged,
very deeply deplored, and immediately forsaken. And
this day, set apart for humiliation, and when calamity
1s seat upon us for our sins, is a very suitable time to at-
tend to this 1mmediately necessary and highly important
duty. O let none f2il to comply with what 1s so manifest-
ly mncumbent cn them.

It is further recommended, to observe the day for the
purpose *‘ of seeking God’s merciful forgiveness, and his
assistance in the great duties of repentance and amend.
ment.””  What 1s more important to individual persons or
to a people, than the forgiveness of sins? Surely this 1s
one of the greatest blcssings men can ask, cr receive
from God. 'To lie under the guilt of sm, and exposed
continually to the amazing calamities it deserves, temporal
and eternal, 1s a situation truly deplorable. How great taen,
1s the blessing of divine forgiveness! But how can wera-
tionally expect this great blessing, unless we earnestly seek
it, and seck it in the right way ? thatis, in the name of the
glorious Mediator between God and man. Let us therefore

amplore remission of <ins through the merits and interces.
s10.
















