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FAST SERMON.

ST. MARK, 1L 24,

IF A4 KINGDOM BZ DIVIDED AGAINST ITSELF, TRAY
' XKINCDOM CANXNOT STAND.

TO trace the iisc =4 progress of
republics and empires is instructive and mter-
esting. It is instructive, becanse it may be
united and holden togetiser ; and by what means
they ingreased their interest, power and respecta-
bility. The craft or wisdom of some, and thestu-
pidityofpthers;thchoncst intention of 2 few,
and the injustice of many may be discovered. It
s interesting, beczuse from the errBrs of other na-
tions, it may be known how tdivoid them ; and
from their wise policy, it may be known how to
turn it to the best account. It is less pleasing to
follow nations in their decliné tp their fall, and
sce the end of human greatness ; to trace effects
to causes, and learn what is the destruction of na-
tions ; but the disagrecable task is not without
pseful information.
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To remove a disease, it is necessary to know
its nature. To _know its nature, it is often nec-
essary to know #ts-cise.. - To knéwhow to unite
dissenting parts, it is unportant to know the causes
of disunion. In every nation there is more or
less of division. But under no government is
there so little restraint upon aspiring ambution,
and so great power of raising internal commotion,
as under a republica'n one. It is with govern-
ments as it is with other things. The best are
often pcrverted to the worst purposes.

Ignorance of part of the people is one occasion
of different ppinions, different pursaits, and con-
tentious divisionsina nation. ' There is but a small
proportion of people, who are sufficiently acquamt-
ed with the princples of governmcnts dge
accurately of their comparative merif ’g‘:‘e 18
but 2 small proportion of peeple, who: ge so"ﬁﬁi
acquainted with the principles of theu: o¥n gov-
ernment, that they knaw when they are observed
and when they are disregarded, Some of this
large proportion suppose the principles of their
government are folated when they are not. Oth-
ers suppose they aft not violated when they are.
These people are too uplearned to know half of
their ignora mﬁ‘hey talk much about subjects,
concerning they have, jgard others talk,
They say the same things, which tbey say, or they
say directly the opposite. When they speak upon
affairs of state, they often use words without sense.
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They display zcal without knowledge. When
amendments of an established coastitution of gov-
eramerit are to be made by a nation, 2 majoraty of
which is of this description, it is dangerous to

amend.

People, whose minds are not considerably en-
lightened by knowledge, are often dissatisfied
with their present conditicn; and they would
shake a whole nation, if by chance the convulsion
might better their private circumstances. They
are fond of novelty ; and change is their govern-
ing ptinciple. Igrorance is too foolish to be con-
sistent with itself. It is divided ; and it occasions
division. Its subjects advocate one side or the
‘other, as accident will have it. 'When they have
inlisted on one side, they are generally too blind
to see, tog hardened to feel, and too stubborn to
besonverted. Theyare proof against argument ;
and they treat knowledge as a dangerous thing.
They make more noise and disturbance than all
the wisgand good men of a nation can quell. They
feel ‘wiser :than their rulers. They would fain

make one change more, and takc" their place.

- The art of subtile and designing men is another
cause of national division and discord. ™There
are men in every nation of a Jaughty and ambi-
tious spirit, who are impatient under restraint;
who wish to possess elevated staticns for the hon-
or of them ; to avoid the control of others, ard
to make them subservient to their own vicws and
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designs. They do not inquire whether those
for the interest of the mation. Bat their inquiry
is, whether there cannot be an overturn, that they
may turn uppermost. A few such men, if they
posscss distinguished talents and acquirements,
can turn 3 nation upside down. Thcycansonnd
an alarm at any time. They can rally the people

They tell them that there is wrong management
at the head of the state, or at the head of the na-
tion. The credulous people are glad to believe
it; and if they can only have leaders, they will do
any thing.

There is not room on only one side to cmploy
all of an aspiring genius. They of course make
as many sides as the case willbear. If one cannot
succeed on one side, he will change ground, and
try another. They are not content to go dlone.
By their subtile influence they drag numbers after
them. By this mean people become divided in
smnmentmdmyrzcucc. They cherish a bitter,
cnvmusandmahgnn disposition toward cach
other. In clecting officers for government, they

Tp many instances not to strive so much
forwlscandgoodmcn,asthcydotou-ythe
strength of partics. The majority triumph over
those, who have been less intriguing and success-

ﬁxlthangahsclvcs. This fans the fire of party
spitit; and keeps alive that spark, which was
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blown from the infernal regions to this our world
with unhappy success. Elections to office have
almost ceased to be an honor. They have almost
ceased to be a mark of distinguished merit. They
are only a mark of the side, to which the clected

belong.

The greatness of the number of foreigners in
our country, is anotlier occasion of the division,
which disturb: our nation. Those, who were
brought up in 2 distant land, unider governmencs
diff=rent fromi our cwn, and whose customs and
sen.iments are peculiar to the places, in which
they were educated, are iil calcualated to strength-
en our union. Emigrations from foreign nations
to this ccuntry will probably counsist of those,
whose crimes rendered it unsafe for them to con-
tinue in their own land ; and of those, whose
ambition has been disappointed at home and wish
for promotion in a young country. - The respect,
which our countrymen have for things far fetched,
will easily lead them to imbibe @he sentiments,
and adopt the customs of their new neighbors.
“TWlk ifluence. without any great struggle, will
prevail ; divicion will take place ; opposition will
increase, till the pure seed of American principles
is chokec and overgrown by thorns of foreign
growth. Our country has suffered much from
this source ; and it is threateped with still greater
sufferings. Our country is the best soil on earth
for the raising of free ~en ; and the importation
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of subjects only pollutes the land, on which they
are reared. To prefer strangers to our own kin-
dred ; to prefer foreigners to the men nourished
on the bosom of the only free country in the
world is unnatural, is abominable. It istoo de-
grading for a people who boast of their equality,
liberty, and distinction. To love our neighbor
as well as ourselves is all that is required. We
ought not to love him better.

The local situation of people is an occasion of df-
ference of political sentiment, and of division in 2
nation. Inawidely extended territory the natural
- advantages are considerably different. One part
of a country may be most favorable to commerce ;
another part to agriculture. One part may be
best calculated for the production of one article ;
another part for the production of other articles.
The greater the country is, the greater is this dif-
ference, and greater will be be the variety of in-
terests. There will of course, be 2 difference of
political opinidf, a difference of schemes, and a
difference of pursuits. If political opimions are
many, they are generally reduced to two classes.
The smaller, to gain strength, annex themselves
to the larger, whose views and designs are most
similar to their own. The object of each part is
to strengthen itself ; and it does not hesitate to
injure its opponent to promote its own cause.

The whole extent of territory, which is under
one government, is subject to the same general
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laws. The same laws will not favor equally a
nation, whose employments and natural advan-
tages arc different. We expect to see each part of
a country using its influenee to promote its own
interest. We expect to see parties in a nation i
vided almost by lines. We are not surpnsed
when we see them selfish. Satan is so consistent
~ with himself that he endeavors to promote the
advancement of his dark regions. What would
be our surprise, if we should see the prince of
darkness opposing his own cause and interest ;
and if we should sec men imitating the absurdity
of the infernal prince. and opposing their own
individuai and general interest! If is easy to ac-
count- for that difference of political sentiment,
which arises from natural causes. But when
there is difference without a cause, philosophy
herself pauses; and stands astonmished and

ashamed. )

It is less difficult to discover the effects arising
from a difference of political opinion, than it is
to discover all its causes. It ia more agreeable
to discuss the subject, rising theoretically to its
nature, than it is to descend and follow it experi-
mentally in its various and devious windings.

Difference of opinion and action upon the sub-
ject of government is productive of innumerable
evils. That social and fnendly intercourse, which
people have enjoyed, is interrupted. Those
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friendly expressions of words and countenance,
which were before met, are turned to silence and
sullenness of looks, or to fiery and abusive lan-
guage. If they bc too wise or too cowardly to
make an open attack, their tongues are busy in
retailing the bitterest and blackest defamation.
Social harmony is disturbed ; and kind offices
give place to mutual jealousy and injury. Bat,
as people make this trouble for themselves, it is
unreasonable for them to complan. It would
better become them to be content and enjoy it.

Division and opposition upon pohitical subyects

occasion division and opposition upon subjects,
in which people were before united. On these

subjects they cppose, not because they think dif-
ferently ; but they oppose for the pleasure of
opposition, and to frustrate the designs of those
they hate. Their disturbed minds never feel bet-
ter than when they occasion unhappiness in oth-
ers. Contentions of this kind often prevent in-
dustry ; and it is not unfrequent that they oc-
casion large expegse. By this mean private pros-
perity 1s retarded, and public interest is endan-
gered. When a spark of domestic contention is
struck, there is fuel enough to preserve the fire;
and there are not a few, who stand ready to blow
the flame, till they destroy themselves; or till
they so weaken their bonds of union, that a for-
eign nation, taking advantage of their divided
pcwer, compassionately takes them under her
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own direction ; or more compassionately dooms
them to destruction, as not worthy of national
rights and privileges. Read the history of na-
tions, and you find that when they have divided
their strength, they cither fall a prey to intestine
commotions, or thcy are destroyed by a foreign
power. '

It affords no benefit to trace eyils to their source,
and retrace them in their different courses, unless
by a knowledge of the nature of evils, it be learn-
ed how to avoid them. By sceing the causes
of national division, it is discovered what causes
will produce nationa] unity.

General information has a tendency to unite
the individuals of a nation. Knowledge enlarges
the mind and extends its views. A people well
informed despise those little, niggardly plans,
which ignorant men would readily adopt. They
would not calculate for a year only. They
would calculate for many years. They would
czlculate and prepare for war as well as for peace.
They would calculate for the future growth,
strength and safety of the nation; and they
would not censure their rulers, if 7bey did the
same.

If people were enlightened by a considerable
degree of knowledge, they would not need to
depend on the hearsay of artful men. They
would not confine their attention to the informa.
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tion of one part ; but they would attend to both.
They would then see deeper into subjects. They
would probably see more alike, when they
view subjects through the light of knowledge,
than when they view them through the thick
darkness of ignorance. They would be better
able to discover what is their interest ; and they
probably would more unitediy pursue it. They
would then know what advantages and what
disadvantages were peculiar to the different parts
of a country; and they might better agree what
allowances ought to be made. General knowl-
edge is essential to civil liberty; and it tends
to harmonize and cement the individuals of a na-
tion. h -

Prescriptions may be given for national unity ;
but unless people pelieve and practise the chris-
tian religion, the prescriptions of men are vain.
Unless they imbibe and cherish the pure princi-
ples of christianity, they will be selfish. This
principle will divide a nation according to indi-
vidual or party interest. They will maintain their
opposition so long as they are actuated by this
principle. If people adopt the rule given to men
by Jesus Christ, they will not monopolize all
the advantage themselves. They are willing that
their fellow creatures should share it with them.
They are not so narrow spirited that they would
endeavo' to promote one part of a nation to the
injury of the other part ; but they are willing to
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allow that hiberty to others, which they ecnjoy €
themsclves; and they would not infringe upon
that equality, which the God of nature gave them
at their birth. If they feel the power of rchgion
operating in their hearts, they will exerdse some
charity and tenderness toward thosc, wkose
object is the same with their own, but who
differ in opinion respecting the 17eans of obtain-
ing the object. If they use christian moderation,
instead of enlarging the breach by harsh ard ir-
ritating language, they would use means to dose
it. They would comsult general good as well as
private interest. Thas principle is the only sure
fail : but this will endure till time shali be no
more.

By 2 unity of sentiment, of power, and of
operation, a nation increases in property, in the
arts and saences, in respectability ; and it enjoys
the precious fruits of its united exertions.

Look back to those anaent nations, who
were most distinguished for extent of empire,
wealth and refinemert. You see them, at first,
few in number, collected by matual consent, arnd
bound together by their cwn Liws. By adherence
to their constitution, by unity of sentiment ang
unity of interest, they increascd rapidly in r:um-
bers, and in powcr. They all aspired at orc ob-
ject, which was the national intcrest.  As if they
all were actuated by ome soul, they agreed in sen-
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® timent, and coincided in operation. While this
spirit remained with them, they grew powerful.
They stood immovable. But, at length, they
became corrupt in their morals. They became a
sickly mass. The spirit of unity departed from
them; and like Sampson, whose locks were
shorn wlnle he was upon thelap of sensuality, they

fell 2 prey to their own mpmdencc and to sur-
rounding enemies.

Observe the modern nations of Europe. Those,
who stood united, remained unmoved, while
that quarter of the world was shaken to its centre,
Where are thase happy republics, which once defi-
ed the power of kings and slaves, and triumphed
over the madness of their enemies ? We look for
them ; but we look in vain. The places, which
once knew them, know them no more. Thelean
kine of all devouring despotism have eaten up
these well favored republics; and they are lean:
and hungry still. We zdmire that spirit of uni-
ty, which raised them to eminence; but we are
touched with the emotions of pity and indigna-
nation at the expulsion of that spirit; and we al-
most execrate the hand, which spared them but
to see their own destruction.

Why do we go to remote ages of antiquity ?
Why do we cross the Atlantic? Qur own coun-
try is our subject. A spirit of unity and religion
bound together our ancestors, who crossed the
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boisterons deep, and began to cultivate 2 sew,: “5
world. The same spirit abode with them and "< 5
prompted them to noble actions, till they threw Ve
off the yoke, to which thcy never would be
broken, and redeemed their birth right. They
drove back the savage heathen. They cultivated:

the soil. They bequeathed us a goodly land and
liberty. They sealed their last will and testament

with their blood. When they left the world

(if the expression may be allowed) they cast back
their mantles upc:: their offspring; and we may
suppose they prayed that a double portion of

- their spirit might rest vpon them. But, good
God, the mantle is rent ! The spirit is gone! and

we, unworthy of our parentage, like rich, ungrate-

ful heirs, quarrel about the legacy! Do we

by our ingratitude trouble the slumbermg re-

mains of our fathers? The tombs, the monuments
of our patriots, who fell martyrs in the cause of

our country and freedom, reproach us for our de-
generacy. Could their souls look down from
the world of spirits upon this tumultuous coun-
try, would they not cry, halt! Destruction is but
a step before you! O, ungrateful sons, we left
you all your hearts could desire. We gave it to
you by will and by deed. But ye have forgotten
our toils and sufferings. Ye have forgotten your
interest. Ye have forgotten yourselves. By re-
pentance and tears invite back that spirit of uni-
ty and peace, which ye have expelled from your
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Eru:ry * Cherkh it and edpit. Retrieve your
dharacters by seracing your steps.  Cultivate re-
Byffon ; sa&a,atthehstamvnbonofapimg
fatire, whén all other republics shall be ia the

and see -corruption, your republic may be
mmﬂn twinkling of an cye to the more
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