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‘spectablé, itis noeas

‘f¥aordimary an occlirrence. Incredible however, as it

-

INTRODUCTION.

MANY erroneous reports having been circulated
respecting this wonderful phenomcnon,rthe.authQr. was
impressed with an idea, that a small publication, giving a
true statement of the case, would not be unacceptable to
the public. Under this impression, he has bec‘en.mduc?d
to publish the following particvlars, which he thinks will
tend to remove the doubts still existing in the minds of
manv individuals.  The facts herein related, are authen-
ticated in such a manner as not to leave room for the
smailest shadow of doubt ; nor does it contain a single
assertion for which he has not the best authority.

At a time like the present, when prejudice is so very
peevalent with mankind, even with prople the mo. t re-
spectable, itis Ao ey &r 10 convince them of so ex-

™y appear, to Thdse who have n.ot béfore heard of it; he
A ) thatitizneless
trae Uran wonderfal. TEAE

Many amongst those who have been told of the cir-
cumstance, especially these who do not iive in the imme-
diate neighbourhood of the womar, still discredit ir. and
remain unconvinced even now ; yet the author is inclined
to think, that such per:ons have not been sufficiently in-
formed of every circumstance relative thereto, or surely
they would not be so obstinate as to deny facts, that have
the authenticity of men of the first respeciability, amongst
whom are several in the medical profession.

Mr. Taylor, a respectable medical gentleman, who un-
dertook to investigate the affzir, isa man of strict scrutiny ;
he used every means to detect her, and had she been guil-
ty of deceit, it were impossible it could have escaped his
penetration.  He, like others, was at first prepossessed with
a strong prejudice against her, which nothing but the
most convincing proofs could have removed. He was so
confident in his own mind, that it was an imposition, that
he went with the intent of discovering the cheat and pun-
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ishing the impostors: howevwer, he had not Hoon there
more taan two days, before he bezan, in some meascre,
to relaxi:om &is suspicions. Her willingnessto submit to
every tiin7 that he proposed, and even consenting to b:
removed irom her own house to ano:lier, which was pro-
cured {in order the more effectually to carry on the in-
vestization) were circumstances muck in her favour. S
very ctrict was he, that he suffered no person of her ac-
quaintance to come ncar her, and durinz the watch which:
continued for sixteen days and nights (of which 1 shall
hereafter give an accourt ) no person was allowed to attend,
but such as discredited the fact ; and by this means it
was more in his power to convince the public of her in-
nocence, which at that time very few even in the same
town wouid believe ; but since the imvestigation there is
scarcely one person in or near Tutbury, but is well as-
sured of the truth of the woman's assertions. This is not

‘tend $o comvince § 9
Present tase ; as prefiice
" unpiol R sA.0MY

. ipmtarmature has @ers been heard of. ‘
Thus it shows, how wonderful are the va: ious sources
-f nature! with what wisdom has the Almighty plan-
aed man’s mortal system !—1It is beyond our ccmpreher-
sion to discover precisely the means by whick life has been
raintained in so extraordinary a mancer. There 1s vas:
_room for speculation on this point 5 but the more we
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AN

ACCOUNT

OF

ANN MOOR,

A NN MOOR, the subject of the following
pages, was bern in 1761, at Rosleston in Der-
byshire ; her parente, though poor, weire In-
du:mous ; and her father, whose name Wwal
Pezg, worked as a labouring man ; her moth-
er is still living

She was married at the age of 27, to James
Moor, a labouring man, and the natural son of
a woman by the name of Laikin: owing to
.this circumstance, some ambiguity has been
occasioned with respect to her name, but she
15 generally known by the name of Moor. She
;s the mother of two children, a girl and a boy.
the girl is with her mother, and goes to schoul
at Tutbury.

Mrs. Moor appears to have had a tolerable
education for a woman in her sphere in lire, and
possesses gréat strength of mind ; she hus a
much larger stock of ideas than is often found
even with people who have bad the advantage
of a superior education. All the former part
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of her life she lived out at service in differer*
places about the neighbourhood of her native
village, and for some time previous to her state
of abstinence, was chiefly employed (with most
of the poor inhabitants of Tutbury) in beaiing
out cotton. It seems thai she never possessed
any real religious prineiples, before she was at-
tacked with this extraordinary affiiction ; but
which, happily for her, has brought her to a
state of true repentance. She confesses that
she has once through imposition passed for a
reiigious person, merely for the sake of world-
ly ictesest, visder tlieamask @f:hypoerisy ; but
her natural disposition tended so muth to evﬂ,
siie was anable to, wen eal the deceit from the
eyes of & Feliginus s petson, with.whows eho-bad
formed acquaintanée. It is very probable that
the knowiedge of these circumstances tended
more to influence her neighbours against her
on the present occasion, than any other reason.
" Her present state of mind is of such calmness
and serenity, and her doctrinal knowledge so
¢lear and unimpeachable, that it is highly pleas-
ing to every lover of religion to converse with
ner.

Her account of the manner in which she was
brought to a true sense of her situation, 1s very
artless, the particulars of which she related to
we as follows : During her illness, a man who
was near neighbeur tc her, died'in a very sin-
gular and sudden manner ; having a few days
previous to his death, foretold that it would
happen o a certaindav. On the morning of
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the day on which he said he should die, he ap-
peared to be as well in health as he ever was
in his life, being naturally of s strong and ro-
bust constitution : however on the same even-
ing he died, and his corpse exhibited such a
dreadful spectacle, as to give reason for suspi-
cion that he had poisoned himself ; but wheth-
er he did or not, has never been ascertained.
She being acquainted with the man, and hav-
ing seen Lim but a very short time before, the
news of his death affected her in such a man-
ner as to bring on a happy train of reflections,
which through the assistance of the Almighty
brought her to such a knowledge of herself, as
to set before her eyes the dreadful state she was
in. Ever since that time she has uniformly and
invariably maintained a humbleness and meek-
ness of behaviour, constantly praying for the
mediation of her Saviour, in whomyshé places
her sole confidence. Several remarkable ex-
pressions, which have fallen from her lips dur-
ing the course of conversation with different
people are well worthy of notice, and tend
much ¢to show the pious state of her heart :—at
one time she expressed a fear, lest people
should consider the wonder that was wrought
upon her, to be a mark of peculiar sanctity,
while she herself knew it te be rather a judg-
ment for her sins. Being toid by a person that
he hoped she would soen triamph over the pre-
judices of ihe public, by the most unguestion-
able evidences 6t her innocence ; she said, that
that was swhatshe prayed against night and

L ]
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day, as she was fearful of her own strength,
and apprehended that Safaz might fill her up
with higher notions of herself, after people
were reconciled to her, and that for her own
part, she could have been content to have left
them in their unbelief, aud have carried the
truth locked up in her own breast to the grave ;
but she thought it her d-:ty ‘o give all the sat-
isfation required of her. At another time she
said, she cordially forgave the most vielent op-
‘posers of the fact, and acknowledged that their
angry expressions.against her, were well merit-
ed by her former misconduct.

She has till lately received a small allowance
from her parish, or what her husband (who is
“yepresented to be a man of bad character, with
whom she has not lived for a considerable
time) is forced to allow her : but since the truth
of her present state has been established, she
has been very comfortable, and every attend-
ance necessary procured for her. The number
of people who go to see hei s astonishing, and
every one give her a trifle for the benefit of her
children, she has by this time received some-
thing very handsome for them. She is rather
above the common size, and from her appear-
ance has been a handsome woman in her
younger days. She is naturally of a cheerful
and talkative disposition. It cannot be expect-
ed that any thing more than what is common
can have occured to & woman in her situation
of life. I shall therefore procred now to state
every particular concerning her fasting. &c.
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Her health, she says, has been declining
aradually for many years, and she thinks that
she has not been an hour free from pamn for
nine or ten years previous to hier first loss o
appetite. The cause which she assigns for v
(and it appears to be the most raticual suppo-
zition that can be brouglit forward) 1s, wash-
ing out some linen, and attending & person of
the name of Samuel Orange, who was afllicted
with scrofulous ulcers, of which he died on ti:e
30th of Octcber 1806.* The extreme offen-

* This is not unphilosophical ; for what can be ~10re
probable, than the stomach taking disease after receiving
into it the obnoxious vapours from the linen, &c.? and
thus in process of timey by destreying the nervous irrita-
bility of the stomach, of course, she entirely lost her ap-
petite.  Junger of itself. if not satisfied, will in time des-
troy the body, and it is partly owing to the annihilation
of this sense that life still exists ; otherwise it would act
as astrong stimulus, and soon destroy it.

It is not impossible but that, the imagination of her
stomach being diseased might effcct the nervous irritability
thereof, and in time even cause its destruction. Effects
equally wonderful have been produced by the power of
the imagination, anecdotes of which I will relate.

A lady of my acquaintance had a particular aversion to
cheese ; her husband, through joke, one day during her
absence from table, mixed a small quantity amongst some
soup, in such a manner that she could not perccive it ;
she having no suspicion of the matter, ate it and was
perfectly well for more than two hours aiter, when her
husband thinking to enjoy the joke and indulge himselt
with a laugh against her, began to inform herof the triek
he had played upon her: no sooner was she acquainted
with the circumstance, than the disgusting idea which
she in imagination had attached to cheese, recurred with
such {orce, and had such an cffect, that her stomach
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siveness of the smell was such, that no persor
would come near it, nor could any one else he-
sides Mrs. Moor be prevailed upon to attens
him. He continued eight months in that sitna-
tion, during that time she constantly waited
upon him, and towards the latter end of the
time the scent was so extremely obmnoxious,

immediately rejected its contents, and made her o ex-
tremely ill, that apprehensions were for some timz en-
tertzined it wouid prove fatal.

Jtis very evident that this was entirely the effect of im-

agination. Had she never been told of the cheese, she
would never have experienced the slightest inconvenience
from eating it.  The following, although it may not bear
any relation to the case in question, yet it tends to prove
stii} further the astonishing effects imagination is capable
of producing.
____A student at a dissenting academy, who was subject to
dreams, went to bed one night a little sooner than his
companion, who slept with him. On his bed{cllow en-
tering the room, he discovered that the young man was
taiking in his sleep, and from curiosity atteatively licten-
ed to what he was saying, and soon found from what he
heard, that he dreampt he was under trial for a very hea-
vy crime. He continued to listen, and at length from
some words that were spoken, he could understand that
his companion was sentenced to be hanged. He then re-
mained silent, and a short time afterwards raising his
hands out of bed. he made the same motion with them as
it he had been climbing a ladder, and when : ashe sappos-
ed; he was got up to the top, standing up on the scaffold,
he made a very affectirg speech to the people, and in the
most solemn manner pleaded his innocence. Having fin-
iched his speech, he started up with a violent struggle, and
mnstantly expired. - His weeping companion in vain at-
temnpted to awake him. Alas! the strong power of his
imagination had so worked upon his mind, as to cause im-
mediate death.
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that she was scarcely able to endureit. On
the 4th of November 1806, she was necessitat-
ed to give up her work, at which time she had
iost all desire of food, as well as her ability to
take it. The amount of solid food which she
took from that time until March, did nct ex-
ceed half an ounce ‘n a day; her drink was
usually tea, but withiout milk or cream. What-
ever she tock brought to her imagination the
disgusting smell of corruption, that she thought
had disordered her stomach. The scent which
she had been accustomed to bear while attend-
ing on the young wman, often recurred in her
1deas, and had such an effect as to occasion
her to vomit up a kind of slimy matter, resem-
bling both in scent arid appearance, the run-
ning from the ulcers. 1n March 1807, she was
frequently afHlicted with hysteric fits, which
generally occasioned the cramp at her stomach
on their leaving her, to remedy which she
drank boiling hot* gruel, which, though it
scalded ner lips and mouth, she felt no pain
arising from it in her stomach, or any disa-

* The 2bove statements will be found to agree exacily
with the account given by Mr. Taylor, in the Medical
Journal of November, 1808 ; which from the corroborating
testimeny of A.Moor, as well as the young women who
attended her, 1 have no doubt are perfectly correct ; but
on perusing Mr. Allen’s account, in the Journal of Jan,
1809, I find that he insinuates.that Mr. T. has exaggerat.-
ed these circumstances ; I shall therefore. for the infor-
mation ot my readers, annex both Mr. T. and Mr. A’s
accounts at full length, and mention a few remarks which
occur to me on comparison of the ¢wo statements.
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greeable effects ; any thing of less heat occa-
sioned a sense of coldness, and diffused a
chillness all over the body.

Roasted potatoes seemed to be the last thing
that retained its proper relish. She first took
t> her bed for a continuance on Kaster Tues-
day, April 14, 1807. A few days prior to that
sic eat about half 2 potatoe, in 14 days after
this she suclked half an orange, and eat a queen
cake and half ; from this time until Wednesday
the 20th of May following, she took nothing
buat tea, without cream, and very soon afier-
wards omitted to use sugar or any thing else be-
sides the mere infusion of the herb (and that not
very strong) as she found that sugar did not
agree with her. From the beginning of her ill-
noss she has always been troubled with flatu-
lency, which still continues, and seems to be
her principal aiiment. She always feels a sense
of distention at her stomach, which at times is
so oppressive as to threaten suffocation ; but
instantly on dispersion of the wind she feels
relief. On the 20th of May she ventured to
swallow a small piece of biscuit, but it was im-
mediately vomited up again with the most ex-
cruciating pain, accompanied with blood.

No person, she says, possessed of the least
humanity or feeling, could ever decsire to see
her eat, were it possible for them to conceive
riie extreine misery it gives her. The last solid
food which she ever took was in the latter end
of June 1807, and that oniy a few black cur-
rants which were given to her, and which last-
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ed several days. On the 3d or 4th of Argust
she had a stool in the way ol diarrloea ; and
that was the last intestinal evacuation she ever
had. Fromthis tiine she graduaily diminished
in her quantity of Liquid, sometinies omitting to
take any for two or three days together.

Her evacuations by urine at this time were
the same as any person’s in heaith.  She once
changed her common tea for onivn rca, thinking
1t might perhaps «gree better with her, bitit she
soon discontinued it, and retock to the former.
Her strength hac gradually decreased, thsugh
her spirits keep their usual standard, an. are
seldom affected. She is particularly suscepti-
ble of cold, and perspiration is Irequently ob-
structed from the slightest causes. Her hcad
and lgft\side are never tree from pain, so thst
she has no-sound sleep night or day.

In this deplorable condition, without scarce-
ly a friend in the world, she continued, laboar-
ing under the greatest distresses ; she had not
even sufficient clothes to cover her bed, and
during the winter of 1807 she had not the
least fire to warm her room, which must bLe
extremely cold, the snow and rain bLoating
through the tiles, &c.

The conduct of several medical gentiemen
in the neighbourhood, whase opinions had
complete sway over the minds of the ihabi-
tanis of Tutbury, rendered it a necessary act
of self defence ior her, to wish for an investi.
gation of the fact which she asserted. Most of
the medical gentlemen alluded to, had no oih.

B
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er reason for their assertions than the conclu-
sions they immediately made on feeling her
pulse, which they all maintained were too
strong and natural for a person in the situation
she pretended to be. Every idle tale was laid
held of, in order if possible, to confirm her
gwilt, such as her sending io buy jallop, usiiig
bacon, being overheard at tea, changing the
shop where she was reported. to have bought
these things, on the messenger being interro-
gated whom they were for, &c. &c.

Upon reflection it is surprising that people
should have been guided so far by their preju-
dices, asto suffer these trifling circumstances,
even had they been true, to operate so power-
fully in their minds, againt the woman, whose
guilt had never betrayed itself by a single in-
consistency of self-contradiction, to the 1avin-
cible incredulity of hundreds of sceptical en-
quirers ; uoi been confused into detection by
the enquiries and examination of the most res-
pected medical men.

Her piety, however, was the means of stiil
preserving her one advocate in the Rev. Mr.
Hutchinson, to whom she often expressed a
wish that such an investigation might be made
as weuld satisfy every one beyond a doubt.

In consequence of which Mr. H. consented,
ard Mr. Taylor was engaged to come from
Lane-End for that jurpose. It is said that on
the day of his arrival {which was on Monday
tue 12th of Scpt. 1863, Mre. Moor’s daugliter
passcd under the window of the room where
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he was, saveral times, from wlich circumnstanze
it was immediately sispected that a timely
elopement of the accomplices was about to take
place and would save them any further trouble
on the occasion, but these suspicivns proved to
be groundiess.

She was waited upon by Mr. T. the same
eveniny at her own house, whzfe he found
two young women, who were suspected of be-
11z her accomylices. After using very severe
lauzuzge in order to strike them more forcibiy,
and to let them know he was net to be impos-
ed upon, her voice appeared affeciediy {faint.
but ficr (surtenance did not show the iea-t
signs of confuzion. her pulse at that time were
apout 74 ‘n a minute. Although theze were
circumstang:s rather against her, there were
other arguments which tended to confirm her
assertions, viz. the extremely emaciated state
of her body, and the pleasure which both she
and the women expressed in what was about
to be done ; also the woman’s willingness to
submit to any thing that was thought necessa-
iy for the satisfaction of the public. 'T'he
young women being asked if they would con-
sent to her being removed to another house, at
first hesitated, saying that it would be very
likely to kill her ; but Mrs. Moor perceiving
that people would immediately construe this
mnto a confession of imposture, cheerfully said
that they might do with her whatever was
thought proper, for she should consider her-
self perfectiy safe under the hands of Mr T.
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‘The young women then exyressed great piea-
sure, and hoyped that they shouid soun be clear
of the untom, ded charges that were lald a-
2inst them, and mere esp=cially as his conduct
«eemed 10 be miore liberal than many others of
Lis profession wiio had before seen her, and
without searching minutely into the case, pro-
nounced their opinions against her, thus leav-
ing her to the virulence of her enemies, many
of whom, 1 am inclined to think, were more
sct against her on account of her religious prin-
ciples, than their own incredulity ; which ar-
gurent I am compellsd to bring forward on
the evidence of their linputing to the woman,
i depth of artifice far more improbable than
e siuple fact which she asserts and maintains.
Gu the same evening Mr. T. went a second
t'me by curprise. and overheard the language
c. persons regaling themselves i the room :
¢ Immediately required to be admitted, which
was instanitly complied with. On his enter-
ance, he requested every person to leave the
woman : her daughter was in bed with her ;
however, she covered herself immediately, and
with Hannab Birch (the person who was inost
constantly with her) went out into a neigh-
Lour’s liouse. When Mr. 'T. was left alone
with the woman, he examined the roem, and
found a bason ef milk and a slice of bread,
and likewise saw many crumbs about Mrs.
Moor’s bed, where Birch had been eating her
supper. These circumstances operated very
nowerfully on his mind, and he in the most
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golemn and impressive manner addressed him-
“self to her on the occasion. But the serenity
of her countenance remained unchanged, not
the least sign of confusion appeared, and she
heard him with the most affecting humiliation
and meekness. No account, fabricated or true,
could establish an evidence against her greater
than that which Mr. T. here witnessed himseli.
And what did that prove ?!—nothing, unless it
was the woman’s simplicity ; since it very plainly
shows that she took no pains to prevent suspi-
cions, nor any care to confute the prejudicial
reports that were spread against her. It is well
_known that, before the investigation, she had
abundant opportunities toeat, butthat she did
eat, no individual has been able to asserl, on any
other ground than his ewn supposition.

She having consented to be removed, Mr. 1.,
went round the town to procure a numbcr of
the most respectable inhabitarts for the watch,
and he made it his first principle to expunge
those who, in his opinion, were in the least de-
gree liable to be imposed upon, or of a disposi-
tion that might be suspected would connive at
imposture. ' 1le admitted no persons but such
as most vehemently objected to the verity of
the fact. In short, he himself thinking that
she wonld be found an impostor, left no ineans
untried that might be of use to prove her such.

Mi. H. Jackson having a thorough know-
ledge of the inhabitants, took upon himseif the
troubie of setting the watch ; and he boiny of
the mast invineible ineredulity, was well quade

I
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~ ified for the purpose. When it was known
that Mrs. Moor had been under watch for fer-
ty hours, and was challenging the inv:siiga-
tion, great numbers of people, meiely from cu-
riosity, came to offer their service, so that there
was not the least difficulty in procuriug a suf-
ficient number for the purpose. Te principal
~are that remained to Mr. Jackson, was the
matching of the people of different qualifica-
‘lons together, in such a mauner, as (o afford &
greater security, and that the watch should be
constantly and faithfully kept. In order to
which, such as man and wife, brother and sis-
ter, &c. were never suffered to attend at the
rame time, nor any persons that were influenc-
ed in her favour.* The watch was generally
changed every four hours, and for further sat-
isfaction, placards were stuck up in different
parts of tho town, announcing, ¢ This is to
m2intain, tiiat Ann Moor has taken no nourish-
ment since Tuesday afternoon at three o’clock.
and is truly and constantly watched. All per-
son3 are hereby challenged to disprove the fact,
and may watch for themselves, during the fur-
ther period of time that shall by medical consul-
tation Le determined to establish the same.”

On Tuesday the 13th September she was re-
moved fo the house of Mr. Jackson, who wasa
most decided objector to the woman’s veracny,

* As a further satisfaction to the reader, a list of names
of the persons who attended the watch, is given at the
~ad of the narrative,
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and who suffered her to come to his house mere-
ly that the imposture, as he thought it, might be
brought to light, and the woman meet the expo-
sure and punishment due to her_ hypocrisy.
Thus by going there she lost, had it beena cheat,
the only and last opportunity of selfdefence.
Separated from the persons who Lad been sus-
pected of aiding ker in the imposture ; surround-
ed on all sides by enemies, and in the house of
one as much or more so than any of the rest—
what resource had she?—none. Anexposition
was inevitable, had she been an impostor.—
Nothing but the consciousness of her own inno-
cence could have urged her to challenge such
an investigation.

It was thought by many, that Mrs. Moor
would go into fits on her removal, but not the
least sympton was discovered ; she bore it much
better than could have been expected, and ap-
peared very cheerful and talkative.

The watch began to sit on the afternoon of
her removal, at three o’clock; her pulse at that
time were very weak, and about 63 in a min-
ute ; her spirits were alsc a little depressed.
The day _afters she had a shight fever, which
was probably occasioned by taking cold in pass-
ing through the open air on her removal; it
caused her pulse to be considerably increased.
Duaring tae first three days of her examination
she swallowed absutan ounce and a half of wat-
er, but Mr. T. happenad to come 1uto the reom
whilst she was swallowing soine, aid observing
the misery it gave her, aud tue violent rising of
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the wind resisting it passage, he dissuaded he:
frem taking any more. She followed his ad-
vice, and fouud every effect for which she drank
the water, answered by wiping her mouth out
with a maistered rag, and has never ventured
to swallow any liquid since. At the time of the
investigation she usually rer:2_-ed about a pint
of urine in two d2ys, which was of-a strong of-
fensive smell. Her pulse were from 72 to 82in
a general way, but bave been at particular times
both higher and lower than that number, yet
always as strong and with as much regularity
as people ia health. Micturition took place
someatimes towards the latter end of the watch,
only once in two or three days or more, and in
less quantities, giving her considerable pain.
She contimued evidently in better health than
at the time of her removal, and has (except
now and then) made water and perspired freely
as persons in health do ; and only for a few
inconveniences, might be said to be in perfect
health herself. -

On Thursday afterneon, the first week of the
watch, Mr. Birch, surgeon, at Barton-under-
Needwood, visited her, at whigh4time a very
minute examination of her body took place,
and having since seen her myself, I agree with
both that gentleman and Mr. Taylor, in pro-
nouncing her form to be the most wonderful
phenomenon ever witnessed. She is certainly
the most emaciated creature that ever existed, -
though she has less of ihe facies hipocratica*

*¥acies hipocratica is whea thie nostrils are siLarp, the
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than is common to consumptive patients.—
There is no appearance of any entrails in.the
abdomen, or lower belly ; all the parts appear
to be drawn up and lost under the breast bone
and ribs. ‘The spine may, without much pain
to the woman, be easily felt by pressing your
band upon the abdomen. The aorta, or great
arterv which rises immediately out of the leit
ventricle of the heart, may be presscd towardsthe
spine, and by holding the integuments across it
with the thumb and finger, its pulsation and
circumference may be easily perceived.

She measures round. the hips 30 inches,
round the loins (without compression) £6 inch-
es, and over the breast 28 inches.

The watch continued until the 27th of Sept.
that day being the 16th which she had been
constantly attended day and night. It was now
the 1ith month of her total abstinence from ali
food, and the 13th day of her being without
even water, and she said, that she felt herself
stonger and better than she had been for more
than a week back, and remained as chatty and
chieerful as ever. Inthe afternocn of Thurs-
day the 29th, continuing well, she was remov-
ed to her foymer habitation. h

From this time she continued much the same
as she had been during the investization, ex-
cept a gradual diminution of her strength. Onr

-

eyes hollow, the temples low. the tips of the eare contrict-
cd, the forehead dry and wiinkled, and the complzxion pale
and nvid.
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a visit which T made in March,* this present
year 1809, I found her in spirits and health,
much as usual, though her strength was consi-
derably diminished: she has not power now to
move her legs without assistance, and all the
parts of her body below her hips appear to her
as if they were dead.—On raising herself up
(which she does by the strength of her arms)
these parts give her a sensation as if some
heavy substance was fastened to her.

The quantity of urine had considerahly les-
sened ; the length of time batween the periods
of micturation gradually increased, so that
when I saw her last, it had not taken place for
16 days; and was then involuntary, and in
such ¢mail quantities as scarcely to be percciv-
ed. She had almost continual gaiherings in
her head, which she thirks in some measure is
the cause of a perpetual head-ach, that she is
afflicted with. It is remarkable, that theze kind
of abscesses which form in her head are aiways:
preceded by shivering fits, resembling ti:e ague,
from which indication she can foretel their ap-
proach.

She has for some time past discontinued the

* Since my visit in March last. some trifling alterations
have taken place, which 1 will briefly relate .—She has
row (July 1809) no kind of evacuation whatever. exceyt
by in ensible perspiration ; she cannot with eace lie down in
bed, therefore is always in a reclined pesture  Inmy for-
mer pages. I have omitted the circurastance of her taking
scuff, in which she indulges hercelt pretty freely ler
spirits continue much the same, and she is equally talkative
and cheerful.
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use of moistened rag, which she used to wipe
her mqath with, as she never feels any occasion
for it. er mouth has always a sufficiency of
saliva to keep it in a proper state of moisture,
but never so much as to occasion her to swallow.

She cannot endure people in the room who
have taken the smallest quantity of mault 51 <pir-
ituous liquors ; the fumes of their breat}): uffect
her in such a manner, as to cause a gidd:iess
in her head like that felt by a person in liquor,
attended with violent sickness and illness ; yet
the fumes of smoking tobacco do not in the
least affect her.

Thus it appears, that she has not taken the
least particle of solid food since June 1807, nor
any kind of liquids since october 1808. F 1

I have now given all the particulars that are
worthy of notice, from the beginning to the
present period of her existence. Such an ex-
traordinary instance has never been hefore es-
tablished with proofs so undeniable. This isa
living fact, which continues to excite the great-
est curiosity.

To account for the means by which the ani-
mal functionrs are carried on in this woman, is
a task whichh almost sets physiology at defi-
ance. All the opinions that can be brought
forward concerning it, are but conjectural : the
following probably may be as rational as any
that have been yet adduced. From the ex-
tremely emaciated state of her body. 2nd the
length of time she has been without any kind
of aliment, it is impossible thatshe can Lave
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any infernal source from whence a supply ot
the necessary juices can be obtained @ Air
seems to he the means by which life is still
maintain=d, as she cannét endure without a
dresh current of it continuaily admitied into
her reom, for which purpuse the chamber win-
dow ix always cpen, eveninthe coldest weather.

It is well known, that the atmosphere is not
a simgple substance, but composed of different
principles which m2y be analyzed.

Chymists have ascertained that hydrogen is
the basis of animal fat (or rather eil, while the
nody is living, as its caloric or heat preserves it
& a state of fluidity.) Therefore when we
gonsider the quantity of hydrogen that abounds
in the atmosphere, 2s well as the large portion
contained in water* is it not probable that the
woman {by some process of the animal econo-
my, produced by means of hydrogen) collects
from the decomposzition of both, a sufficient
quantity of anima! oil to preserve the body in
existence ¢

* Water is cempetes of 85 parts of cxygen and 15 of
! . 34
hdregen—Atmoespheric air 1> composed of -7 pasts of
zaygen and 7o f azote.











































