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¢ Thy kingdom shall be sure unto thee, after that thou

shalt ha've known that the heavens do rule.”’—
DaN. iv. 26.

“Wuex Ephraim spake trembling, he exalted
himself in Ismel but when he offended in Baal, he
died.” Such was the reflection of a prophet of la.ter
times, on the character and history of a tribe in Is-
rael that had inherited much of the favor and distinc-
tion from on high which were once the portion of its
amiable progenitor, 'The lesson thus inciden-

tally inculcated by the proplet, has its claims
on the attention of every “muman being, under every
set of circumstances, throughout every age. So re-
- moteis a spirit of haun'htmess and self-sufficiency from
the rightful pwtexmons of our dependant nature, that
the feelm;"s as well as judgment instantly revolt at
the slightest indication of the ungracious temper; and
the moral and immoral, as if by universal impulse,
lift up at ¢nce the instinctive voice against it. This
feeling, so natural, so common, so appropriate, is not
without its sanction in the general aspect of the pro-
vidence of God. He has himself recorded it that
-¢pride goeth before destruction, and an haughty spi.
rit beime a fall: nor does it require a very minute
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or very patient inspection of his ways, in order to be
assured that, sooner or later, he vindicates his sove-
reignty in the discomfiture of vain confidence, and as-
serts the energies and glory of his government in the
abasement of the proud. Indeed, in a world like
ours, sufficiently disposed, notwithstanding all its
helps, to depart from the knowledge of the Most
High, it is not easy to conceive how the sense of his
supremacy could be preserved at all among the na-
tions, were it not that a watchful and jealous care re-
presses, by obvious and well-timed visitations, dispo-
gitions which can hardly flourish but by forgetfulness
of him, in the realization of whose glorves “the spirit
must be abased, and at the remembrance of whose
sovereignty vain confidence will be paralized.

Here then is the foundation of the broad and scrip-
tural principle, that whatever be ¢the ills that flesh
is heir to,” whether in an individual or in a national
capacity, they flow directly from the sovereign ap-
pointment of Almighty God. He chastises in his
merey, for the recovery of the wanderer: or he har-
dens to destruction, for a beacon to the world.

It is under this interesting and instructive point of
view, that we are tanght to contemplate the remarka.-
ble occurrence recorded in the passage of which our
text forms a portion. ¥ew of you need be told that
the words just read are a part of the prophet Daniel’s
interpretation of a vision, which unfolded to the most
celebrated of the Chaldean monarchs the future desti-
nies of his eventful life. The empire over which he
reigned was the most extensive and powerful known
to ancienttimes. Within acentury after the deluge, its
capital was founded on the plain of 8hinar: and circum-
stances recorded of the times of Joshua, hefere Isracl
was established in the land of promise, bear testimony
tothe arts, and to the commercial enterprize of Babylon
the Great. "The records of antiquity throw but a feeble,
and indeed rather perplexing liglit, on the events of
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ber early history. It would appear, however, from
a careful comparison of the various slender, and some-
times almost contradictory notices which have been
handed down to us, that in an age very remote, the
seat of empire was 'transfered from Babylon to Nine-
vah; and that about six hundred years afterwards,
viz. in the year A. C. 606, the successful rebellion of
Nebopolassar, at that time hereditary Satrap of Ba.
bylen, deprived the Assyrian monarchy of its ruler
and its ~apital, and restored to the city on the plain of
Shinar its ancient pre-eminence over the cities of the
Kast. Of this Nebopolassar, or Belesis as he is cal-
led in some fragments of antiquity, Nebuchadnezzar
was the son. Early associated with his father in the
government, and possessed of a capacity equally em.
inent in the arts of war and peace, Babylon rose, un-
der the auspices of his genius, to a height of power
and magnificence unknown to former times.

Ordained of God to become the scourge of the na.
tlons, especially on account of their multlphed idola-
iries, the lengthened period of twenty-seven years
bore witness to the uninterrupted series of his tri.
umphs. City after city sunk down before his en-
gines: throne after throne crumbled at his touch.
The Jew and the Gentile were infatuated to provoke
him; and none that dared provoke him escaped
the perdition of his grasp. Thus goaded on by an
ambition which knew no bounds, and ewholdened by
a success which the wisdom of God permitted as the
terrible instrument of his own vighteous judgments,

the nations far and wide felt the thunder of his pow-

er; while, insatiate and unwearied, he rolled before
him the full tide of his fortunes, and stalked the A.
pollyon of the Asiatic world.

No one can be surprised that with the spoils a1 so
many nations, and by the labour of so many captives,
Nebuchadnezzar should have so strengthened an(}.
adorned lns city, as to render it one of “the sreatest



{6]

wonders of the world: or that he should have obtained
from the flattery, and even justice, of his subjects, the
honour of being denominated its second founder
Much less can we wonder that the man who had done
this, should have hecome thoroughly intoxicated with
his splendour and successes; especially when it ia
considered that peerless as he was, he was still the
worshipper of an idol God.

The pride of the Chaldean, however, was so much
the more inexcusable, and the idolatries he practised
so much the more criminal, inasmuch as he had at.
tained to some knowledge of his maker, in conse-
‘quence of his conquest over the land of Judea. It
is abundantly evident from the order which he tnok
relative to the prophet Jeremiah, that he was well
acquainted with his character and functions; and
must in this way have learned at least something of
his creator, and of the reasons of his own unrlvalled
success, From many other Jewish prophets, some
of whom are known to have been inmates of his pa-
lace, he must have learned much more. Nebuchad-
nezzar, however, acted up to the spirit of wordly
minded men. He revelled cn the spoils his creator
had bestowed: in some moments of deep interest he
soue;htJ chovah as his helper: but as for the general
tenor of his life, it passed on 1n deep forgetfulness.
And new, the work of desolation ended, it was time
that the scourger should himself be scmu'ged. We
are accurdingly informed that in the visions of God
an intimation was conveyed to him of the approach-
ing judgment. A warning highly proper, consider-.
ing the important purposes “which Nebuchadnezzar
had fulfilled, and the highly distinguished station
which lie oc mzplcd A warning, too, "ot less merci-
ful than nroper, becanse he had omited from vear to
vear to profit by the lessons which he had already
learned. k¢ 1san account of this signal warning, to.
gether with the interpretation of it by the prophet
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Daniel, and notices of its no less signal aceomplish.
went, that occupies the chapter nom which our text
19 taken,

The denunciation or the fulﬁlment of that fearful
threatning are not, however, to constitute the subjects
with which it is mtended to occupy your thoughtsa
It may be sufficient to remark that it was literally ac-
complished in the deep kumiliation of this man of
pride. 1In an age in which the benevolence of Chris-
tianized feeling Tad provided no asylum for the most
wretched of our race, and when the abject spirit of
nations born to slav ery precluded the slightest
thought of putting constraint upon a despot, even
though that despot should be mad, he was suddenly
deprived of reason; and for seven dismal years, an
outcast from humanity, he roamed at large among
the beasts of the field, sustaining himself as he might
upon the fruits of the earth, <“and wei with the dew
of heaven.”

But this dispensation, however, unusual and se.
vere, was intended towards the Chaldezm and toward
the people whom he governed, as a dispensation of
mercy. 'The righteousness of God did not hurl him
headlonw from the throne which he had occupied with
S0 much pride, in order to consign him to hopeless
lﬂ'nommy For in the vision it was intimated, and
in the interpretation it was declared, that when taught
to fill his station with a more becominf' spirit, and in
a less exceptionable manner, the rod should be with.
drawn: % thy kingdom shall be sure unto thee, after
thou shalt have knowm that the heavens do rule.”
The prediction of mercy was in due time verified.
At the end of seven years his reason was restored;
and the humbled monarch “lifted up his eyes to hea-
ven, and blesed the Most High, and praised and hon-
ored him that liveth forever, whose dominion is an
everlasting dominion, and whose kingdom is from
generatwn to generation” From it time forth he
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appears to have pursued, in humility and proeperity,
# the noiseless tenor of his way,” till gathered to his
fathers in a good old ag:.

~ The events thus hastily and imperfectly sketched
have long since ceased to have the smallest bearing
upon the course of human things. The very memory
of this ponderous hammer of the earth can scarcely
be said to live but in the sacred page. And even the
almost indestructible monuments of his grandeur, the
lake-like trenches, the massy walls, the Alpine

gardens,

 Are sought in vain; and o’er each moulderinr tuwer,
«Dim with the mist of years, grey flits the shade of power.”’

~ But the lesson which was inculcated by the chas-
tisement of Nebuchadnezzar has lost nothing of its
- force—nothing of his value. And if an apology be
deemed necessary for founding the reflections most ap-
propriate to the solemnities of the present hour upon a
detail of circumstances such as we have noted, rather
than upon some single simple expression conveyingstill
more explicitly the same great truths; let that apolo
be named in the expression of a belief that while the
afflictions which to-day rebe our nation in sackcloth
are intended, like the visitation upon the Chaldean
king, to instruct us that ¢ the heavens do rule”; they
are connected with many circumstances which jusﬁfy
the hope that our ¢ kingdom shall be sure to us,”
our prosperity return, when once our youthful but
rebellious country shall have learned the needful
lesson.

Were we in want of an instance almost palpable
to sense, to shew how much iniquity can stultify its
votaries, we should have it in the fact that the maxim
nere embodied is questioned alike as to its foundation
and its bearings. And yet, though the dispensation
under review possessed some sirong and peculiar
featnres, it will hardly be denied that the principle
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“it was intended to illustrate and confirm is the samw
that meets us at almost every step, throughout the
annals both of Jewish and of Gentile times. No one
can read a dozen pages of the history of God’s pecue
liar people, without discerning that a spirit of subor.
dination to his authority was the point upon whick
turned their prosperity and their fame: no one is at 3
loss to trace the disastrous revolutions which, times
without number, they were destined to undergo, te
repeated lapses into the spirit of idolatry, combined
with almost every kind of outrage againsi the good-
ness and patience and majesty of God. The same
great lesson is graven on the front of all those dispen-
sations that so often crushed the power or blotted out
the memory of surrounding nations, who disregarded
the authority or did not retain the knowledge of their
creator. And if we advert to those calamities which
for seventeen successive centuries have deluged the
plains of Enrope and western Asia, it will be found
that the spirit of prophecy has portrayed them as the
just and necessary requital of the men who ¢ blas.
phemed the name of God,” and who, even while
writhing under the anguish of his chastiscments, ¢re-
pented not to give him glory.” In one word, in so
far as the page of inspiration is concerned, the burden
of the anialist, the burden of the prophet, all that is
precious in God’s promise to the nations, and all that
1s harrowing in the denunciation of the curse, pour
their floods of evidence upon the same great truth-~
uniie their attestations wita the voice of providence,
heard far and loud in every age, that God is {6 be re-
cognized, that God is to be sought to, that God is to
be glorified, as the builder, the destroyer, the arbiter
of nations, the sovereign dispaser of the lot of every
~ man. 4
"The foundation of this principle, we have said, 1s
called in question. Men venture to express their
doubts whether the ereator dves this eharze himself

B
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Wi e comut v individuals ana counmunnics; es-
pacgallv with the minute and universal detail: and
dignify this cutrage against the honours of his provi-
dence with the names “of liberality and science. The

creator, it is said, is too elevated in his concuptmna
and too exalted in his station, to condescend to the di-
rection of the trivial matters which embroil the pas-
sions and cherish the solicitudes of our little world.

Ot if he stoop at all to rule the destinies of nations,
if he occasionally interfere to make empires feel the
retribution of his justice, yet it would seem most pro-
per that, securing by his omnipetence the grand re-
sult 1ntended he should extend his cares no further
than to that general issue; but, seated upon the throne:
of universal empire, cause his Worlds unnumbered to
wheel around their centres, while it is left to the wis-
‘dom or folly of their occupants to shape their own
course at will.

'We have only fo remark on this pagan representa-
t;_pn of atruly pagan deity, that it is predicated up-
on principles which in every thing fall short of the
honours due to him before whom we profess to be
humbling ourselves to-day; and to the laminous dic-
~tates of whose word we owe it that our homage is not
rendered o “the gods of wood and stone”” We.
pass by the folly and baseness of the imputation
that the father of etermty 1s so puffed up with his des.
tinction as totally to lack the condescending goodness
whicl: forms the noblest traitin the noblest of his crea-
tarcs. 'We touch not upon the stupidity of the gra-
tuitoss assumption that his cares should be wn{med
to »+1-lding mighty masses of unfeeiing matter, while
he umef"arded as too trifling to share the honoms of
his nntice, the creatuves that “inhabit them; to whom
alone sucli cares cai: be important, who alone can

discern and celebrate his zlories, and whe, in fact,
are 1 thewmselves the A ‘pha and Omcga of all that is
precious in the worlds en which they dwell. We



[ 113

fame not the blasphemies implied in the assertioh
that a universal providence over a universe of woylds
would be a charge too stupendous for the deity him-
gelf.—Wliat place have such objections in the charac-
ter of him whose essence is ubiquity, and his ken om-
niscience? What mean lecisure or inactivity in theif
‘application to the being whose existence is eternity,
and his will omuipotence? what bearing has mul:
tiplicity, has perplexity, on him to whose appreben-
sion ““all things are naked znd open?” who compre-
hends them all as one simple idea! Degrading beyong
utterance is that liheralized opinion, stultifien beyord
measure thie laminous concepiion, which would *liqé
mutilate and paralize the government of him « for thé
control of whose domiuion nothing is too vast; for
the vigilance of whose inspection nothing is too smal.?

But upon what do men base the self-contradictory
assumption that the deity may exctcise a gencral sis
perintendence, ma; shape the course and wirange the
destinies of nations, while every minuler interest and
every minor movement is left to the d'vection of pas-
sion or of chance! When saw the world. or the uni:
verse, an'instance in which the most comprehen-ivé
concern did not consist of innumerable details; and
resuits the most stupendous did not spring from an in-
finite variety of mutually dependant ¢r concurring
civcumstances? Who has not learned the decisive
influence which an individual may exercise over the
fate of nations? Who has not seen that, howevey
things are circumstanced, thie destinies of the world
are controled by a very few? And who has not pon-
dered the thousand—thousand circumstances which
have always edged the genius, given direction to the
pursuits, stability to the character, or success to the
measures of that monopolizing few? If God then con.
trol the destinies of nations; if his sovercignty and wis.
dlom arrange the train of causes that are to issue iy
the certain accomplishment of his design; we aye led
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buck at once to the cradle and the nursery—wo con-
i'template in suceession the innumerable incidents
which fitted his agents for the station they were to
occupy; and we trace the chain of causes fron. incident
to incideat, from irdividuzal to individual, through a
,combmatmn so exact, so delicate and so extensive,

that the mind becouie= bewildered in the interminable
maze, and turns aside to adore the unsearchableness
of the wisdom which thus measured and timed such
innumerable events, the omission or surcharging a sin-
gle one of which might have given a difterent twrn to
the genius.of the actor, a different issue to the pur-

suits which had enmrossed him, a different aspect to
the world at large.

Let no one call these mere cob-web speculations.
Finely spun as they may be, they are exact deliue-
ations of nature and of truth. No one who hears
me needs go heyond himself for proof of this asser-
tion. It vas such a combination of cn‘cumstames,
- remote and various, that fixed your allotment in the
days of your infancy. It was a combination of such
circumstances that, shaping your juvenile taste and
employments, gave a tone to your character and a di-
rection to your genius for the resiaue of life.
was a combination of snch circamstances, opela-
ting upon your fame, operating upon your wishes,
operating in ten th.usand ways upon your standing
in society, that mace you what you are and brounht‘
you where you are. You have only then to pur-
sue this chain of ackn' . ledged facts; you have but
to leave it to the deity still Turther t2 combine the
myriads of ingrecients which make up the sum of
life to my riads of men; and in the fermentation of
their passions, in the combination of their eflorts,
in the amaigamation of their interests, vou behold the
mivhty means that plant or root up the prosperity of
nations. Who then that believes in God’s superin-
tendence over the world, can hesitate to believe that
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ke rules it for the parpose of conducting io those
issues which in the dispensations of his providence
are actually unfolded? And who that believes he
rales it for that end, will deny to his wisdom the praise
of those appomtmentq which so wonderfully minis.
tered to the fulfilment of his designs?® Thus then,
as a believer in God’s general superintendence, you
must admit the particularity and universality of
that providence which, in the simple but truly
philosophical language of the scriptures, attends the
little sparrows when they fall to the ground, and
- numbers the hairs of our head;—a providence which,
in the accomplishment of his vast and deep demgns,,
renders tributary every passing incident, and pre
seits to our view the innumerable mult1tudes of suc.
cessive generations, as so many little rivulets dash-
ing from the mountains, in many a direction and
from under mauy a clime; each one gathering tri.
bute as it winds its devious way, till uniting with
another and another streamlet, the conmreoated wat-
ers of "most half a continent press onward to the
ocean, a broad and rapi flood. But,

IL. Ifit be a fact that the Creator of the universe has
not withdrawn from it the operations of his hand, then
it is by no means a matter of trivial 1mp0rtan(,e
that the nations should recognize the controler of their
destinies; ne - s it sirange that such judgments as are
referred to in the text should rouse delinquents from
the slumbers of forgetfulness, or blot out their memo.
riax as a warning to their fellows.

It is no mean argument of the selfishness and
blindness which the page of inspiration attributes to
our fallen and degraded nature, that we perpetually
overlook the benificent and paramount results to
which God 1s conducting the various portiens of his
government; and feel and reason as if their subservi-
ency to the comforts of this Heeting. and uncertain
bte constituted their sole importance. Neor can 1t
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sppear strange that persons who form such a lotw
conception of the Creator’s councils, should regard
the principle for which fve have been contending,
even admitting it to be correct, as a mere theme of
¢urious speculation, totally unconnected with the or-
det and happiness of the human race. But the same
being Who has tauglit us to recognize his providence
as incessantly hovBrmg over the path we tread, has
initérwoven this discovery, as a practical plmmple,
with all the duties and comforts of mankind. He
challériges for himself the glory of his government,

the ebedience, the homage and the affections of hlS
creatures; as the paramount ends for which he made
the uhiverse. Jehovah will not then be degraded
from his station, as the common centre to which ev-
éry thing must tend: He will not be deprived of that
awe and admiration which is the only return his
creatures can make for the profusion of excellencies
with which their faculties are feasted: He will not
permit a being ¢so admirable in reason, so infinite
il facilty,” to degrade itself to the level of the
brutes that perish, msusceptlble of his fear, and un.
observant of his hand: He will never suﬁ’er the in.
telligences that throng the universe at large to sup.
pose that his plans st terminate on his creatmes

and that the boundless excellencies of the father of
eternity subserve no higher purpose than to minister
to them. He himself has written it, that the worlds
were made for him; that the glory ‘Which is due he
will not give to another, nor _his praise {o graven
images. Olearly then the principle which would
shut out Jehovah from the councils of the nation, or
from the recognitions of the cioset, is, in its very wild-
est form, rebeilivn against God. It is setting up
our partial and cur transient interests, above the ends
which are purposcd by the Great Supreme; and it is
a denial of that homage and of those grateful recollec-
fions which are the only tribute our lmpotence can pay.
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But further: The benignity of God hag so constituted
his creatures that the measyres which best secure his
ends in their production, afford also the best assurance
of felicity to themselves. (God governs the universe.
His providence is not idle. "Fhese are not, my bre-
thren, speculative and jnoperative truths. Tt them
be but recognized, let them be but felf, and he has
erected a tribunal within the bosom of every creature
which will impoee a strunger check upon the rampan.
¢y ef passion, which will prove a better safeguard to the
welfare of our fellows, which will elicit more com-
pletely the best energies of our nature, than every
considerntion that could pessibly be heaped together
from the sense of fear, of honour, or of right. Here
you have the solace of i_ndividual sorrow; here the
represser of individual discontent; here the great ram-
part against national oppression; here the firmest
pledge of national repose. '1'hink you then that God
will treat the question as indifferent, whether men and
nations are steady to the principle which is the solace
of the moutner, the pillar of the feeble, the spur
the munificent, the check of the abandoned, throughout:
all his world? Shall that world be permitted to forget
a truth so essential to the order and efliciency of its
governments, and yet escape the dire remembrancer
best fitted to rouse its slumbm ing recollections?

Let it be added, that a knowledge so inseparable.
from the homage we owe to the Creator, and so es-
sential to the cultivation of social happiness and er-
der, assumes additional importance in the estimation
of the w ise, when it is recollected that we are crea-
tures bound for eternity. All that is precious ir tha
gospel of Cod’s son, and all that is unutterable in
the perdiuon of the curse, depend for their efficacy
upon the assumption of the text that the God of
Heaven rules, An ignorance, then, which bars the

cate of life to myriads, an example which hardens
them against the fear of God, an influence, by whom






















































