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THE CONSTANCY, &a

— D X ¥ X OB~

ECCLESIASTES, I, o, 1v.

The thing that bath been is that whirb fhall be. and tha:
which is done, s that which fball be done ; and there is no
new thing under the fun. Is there any tbmg, whereof
may be faid, fee, thisis new 2 It hatbbeen already ofo’d

time, winch was before us.

‘ NO new thing ! How fhall we under-
ftand the preacher ?—We often fee new things. There
are new difcoveries in the natural world ; new inventions
in the mechanic arts - new improvenients in {cience, gov~-
ernment and morals.” This doubtlefs is true.. But the
preacher 1s fpeaking of things as they are in themfelves,.
or of the. method of the Divine Government ; not'of hu-.
man difcoveries, inventions and improvements. We may
difcover things which were once unknown ; but the

things difcovered are not new : They exifted before. We
may invent new aris; but.ar's are only particuiar ways.
of applylng the powers of naturc; and thele nowers,
were always the fame. We may have {urh krowicdge of
moral and political truths, as many 1n former uges had
not, and {bioe bave not in the prefent age ; but th=re arc
nu new truths, What 15 true io morais now, was trus
from the beginning of the worid.

Whatever difference there wmay be arnong mankind
with refpeét to knowledge, virtue or liberty, the Divine
Ciovernment is the fame 5 3t is {lcady and vniform ; and
i refpet of thisit istrue, and in refizét of this Solo-
wion fays *The thing which hath been s that wmch fthalt
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be, and that which is done, is that which fhall be done,
and there is no new thing under the fun,” This obferva.

tion the wife man applies both to the natural/ and the

moral government of Gop ; and in referepce to both we
will confider it.

1. He, inour text, applies the obfervation to the
courfe of nature, or Gobn’s government of the natural

world ; and for the illuftration of it he adduces feveral ex-
smples.

¢ One generation pafleth away, and another gencra-
tion cometh ; but the earth abideth forever.” The earth
abides in the place firft afligned it, and it is ftill peopled
by the race of beings which firft occupiedit. But then-
dividuals are daily changing, The fame perfons cannot
long poflefs it. Thofe who are on it now muft pafs off to
miake room for others. And thefe in their turs will re.
tire like the former. Soit ever has been, and fo it will
be. When we fee men die and return to the duft, we fee
a folemn event: but nothing new ; every age has {een the
fame. We who are advanced in years, have fecn the in-
habitants of the world aimofl entirely changed, fince we
came into it ; and old tnen, whoe lived a thoufand years
ago, faw the famec, ‘¢ What pro.t then hath a man tnall
his labor 2 All is vanity.” |
“ The fun anifeth, and the fun geeth down, and he haflt.
eth to the place whence he arofe.” There he arifeth a-
gain as he arofe - before. And this change of day and
night has been continued ever fince the fun was placed in
his {phere. The{un, by his alternate declenfion to the
fouth, and apnreach to the north, makes the viciffitude of
the feafons : but this is not new ; it has been the fame
from t' beginning.

There 15 a vaiiety in the courfe and frength of the
wiad ; but it is dire&ed by the fame laws which have al-
ways governed it. We know not wherce it comes, nor
whither it goes ; but we know it will not alwavs come
from the fame poirt, nor ruth with the fame violence.
The calm atmofphers whirh we eijoy to day, will by and
by be roufed into a tempeft, and the howling tempeft wiil
foon fleep in filence. The fhifiing current will return to
its former courfe, then (hift again and take a now direce
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tion. % The wind goeth toward the fouth, sad turnetis
about toward the north ; it whirleth about contirually,.
and returneth again according to its ¢ircuits.”

The preacher fays the fame of the waters. ¢¢ All the
rivers run icto the fea, yet the feais net full. Unto the
place from whence the rivers come, thither they return
agair.” By the afcent of vapors frcia the fea, clouds
are formed in the air, and waters are colleéted in the
elouds : which, wafted by winds over the lands, there de-
pofit their burdens. Thus the rivers retura to the pla<
ces, from which-they came. Their fources are fupplied
by waters drawn from the fea, and their ftreams fupply
what the fea has lofi.

¢ All things are full of labor ; the eye is not fatis.
fied with feeing, nor the ear filled with hearing.” The
earth, warmed by the fun, watered by the clouds, and
cultivated by man, brings forth herbs meet for him by
whom it 1s dreffed ; and fo 1t always has done. But
though it fupplies the wants, it never f{atisfies the defires
of men. How much foever they have acquired, flill they

labor to 1o .reafe their (tores.—And who can {ay, ‘ This
is new 2" |

By the culture of the hutbandman the earth yields a
competence for its inhabitants.  All {eafonsare not equal-
Iy produiive, butthe general preduce, by an equitable
difiribution, 1s fufficient for all. In fomw feafons, there
are {cvere droughts, in others, redundant rains. Jo cer-
tain regions there are alarming earthquakes, peflilential
difeafes, and deftru&ive florms ; and, at another time,
there may be fimilar phcnomena in other regions. But
thele things are not new. They bave appeared in ages
paft, and will appear in ages to come. The general
courfe of nature is the fame. This circumftantial varie-
ty, as well as the guneral uniformity of the feafons is a-
greeable to the fetried plan of the Divine Government.
Lhe uniformity 1 fvch as fhews us our courfe cf duty,
and infures the fuccefs of our ndufltry : But there is fo
much variety as may teach uc the gcovernmeut of Prowi.
dence, and remind vs of our deprudence ¢ wp inviiiple
power. Jf every f{cafon was wholly wew, we ould al-
ways have our bufinels to Jearn, and never wouid form 2
fuccefsful plan of hulbandry, 1f ihcic was no diveifity,
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we [hould forget the Gop who is above, &nd traft to our
own wiféom and indaftry.

As the nataral, fo,

2. The moral government of the world is in all
ages the fame, and there is in it no new thing, This
Solomon aflerts in the 3d chapter of this book. ¢ To
every thing there 1s a feafon, and a time for every purpofe
under heaven. And (Gop hath made every thing beauti.
fulin his time. No man can find out the work of Gop
from the beginning to the end. Whatfoever Gop doth, it
thall be forever. Nothing can be put to it and nothing
taken from it, and Gop doth it, that men fhould fear be-
fore him. That which hath been 1s now, and that which
¥s to be hath already been, ard GoD requireth the thing
which is paft.”

The preacher here teaches us, that Gop’s govemment
1s adapted to imprefs men with the fear of him. Though
they cannot comprehend his valt and eternal plan, yet they
may fee enough to learn, that their {fafety depends on fub.
n:iflion and obedience to his will. And whatever variety
there may be inhis difpenfations, they are all dire@ed to.
the fame end, to make men pious, virtuous and happy.
Such ever has been, and ever will be the defign and tenden-
cy of his government over intelligent beings. He governs
them now as he ever has done ; and will govern them 1a
fature, as hedoes now. That which is to be, hath alrea-
dy been, and that which hath been, is now.

We fee a conne@ion between virtue and happinefss
and between vice and mifery. ‘Thisconnetion is a perma-
nent eftablithment. There never has been, and never will
be 2 time when vic? will make men happy, or virtue make
them miferable. Induftiy procures competence ; fobrie-
ty contributes to health ; juflice, truth and integrity, ena
fure mutual confidence ; and the contrary vices produce
eppofite effe@s. No man grows rich by 1dlenefs and difli.
pation ; or prolongs life by debauchery and intemper-
ance ; or commands the confidence of his neighbors by
fraad and di‘honefty.

Astis with particular perfons, fo 1t 1s with com-
munities. ** Righteoufnefs exalts a nation, z0d fin is a
gepreach to any people.”  Where religion has its infi.
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ence amorng & people, there will be juitice, peace, kindnefs
and good order : There will be a mild and equitakie gov-
ernment, and quietnefs and contentment under it. There
will be induftry, frugality and temperance In private citi-
zens : And, as the refult of thefe virtnes, there will be
national happmefs. When irreligion and vice abound,
there will be the contrary effets. Awod who can fay,
This is new ? The fame has been the method of Gon’s
government, ever fince men exifted ; and the fame it will
continue, as long as men f{hall exiit.

We fometimes fee national calamities, which we call
new. Butif we could trace them to their moral caufe,
we doubtlefs fhould find, that they originated, where fuch
calamities always originate, in national vice and corrup-
tion. If the calamities themfelves are unufual, yet Gon’s
goverament is the fame.. As it ever has done, fo it does
ftil? punifh the fins of men by leaving their fins to fall up-
on them. The manners of mankind may change ; and,
in different periods, different vices may prevail, and pro-
duce different calamities ; but ftill the calamities are con-
fonant to their caufes,

in late years there have been among the nations of
the earth fome terrible events ; and we call them pew, be-
caufe they have not &dinarily occurred. But they ure the
effe€ts of certain moral caufes, which have been fos fome
time operating, and have now come to their crifis. The
horrible maflacres and conflagrations, which have been {:en
1n fome of the Weft-India Iflands, are fuch events as fel.
dom appear. But they are the judicial and nataral confe-
guences of an ishuman and barbarous traffic in the bodics
and fouls of men, and of a cruel and unreleating tyracuy
of unprincipled and unfeeling mafters over rational beings,
whom they call their flaves.  The infurre@icns of tlaves
have not been unfrequent in times paft : buta coucurrence
of circumftances has, at this time reudered them more ge-
rieral, violent and deftruftive.” We have heard of {irxige
r»’fvolutzo;xs. and awful devaftations among the nations of
Furope, We call them new ; and {uch they may be in
their extentand degree, t‘mu ‘h not in their kmd Bt
they ar= al! the fruits of men’s (nllies, tmpieties ond vices.
There have been i Furone for fome vears paft, fueh of-
forts of atheilm aud auarchy, as the world has feldcn
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witnefled before: There have been unufual arts and ime
trigues ameng the velers of " ofe nations to fabvert each
other’s government, 2nd to detach pezaple from the autho
rities under which they were placed. And if the eveots,
which have been feer; ave new 1n appearance, they are not
mew in their conneflion. They proceed from canfes,
which, if brought irto operation, would, und.r fimilar
circumitances, always have produced fimilar effeds.
Gop's Government is the fame, A his jndgments appeay
new, it is becaule men have found new ways of offending
him, and of plaguing one another, and therefore n.:d
npew reflraints and puntthments, If the calamitios of
mankind have been mere extentive and diftrefling than
afual, it i becaule iniguity and impiety have unefually
abounded.

Sclomon's obfervation sn the Divine Government in
gencral, may be particularly applied to revelation, T,
1n fubftance, has always d2en the fame. From age to age
i grew i< clear and full, umti! the rr'nge; came.  But
sn its nature and dzfign, it all aiovg continued, 2nd fill
continues the fame, The great chxe& of 1t ever was, and
now 15 to make men happyin away of humbie obedience
to (GoD.—te encouraye their obedience by the difcovery of
pardening mercy, anc the promilz of 2 glorious immortas
lity, and todeter them from wickednefs by the threatnings
of wrath ¢to come. Thelaws which Gon has prefcribied,
ard the duties which he bas required, bave been in f{ub.
ftance thefame., The external means of knowledge, and
sffiftances to virtuc have been various ; but moral ¢bliga.
tion has never changed. *Till heaven and earth pafs a-
way, GnoD's word and law will remain,

When GGep incorporated the feed of Abraham inwa
political ftate, he gave them 2 civil, us well 2as religions
conftitution, and, with 1t, a code of laws for thelr na.
tional government. Legiflation wus no part of the work
of rulers, for the neceﬁary laws were divinely formed,
and wrought into the conftitution. Thefe laws ware ula
ways the fame. They were, at Geft; well adapted to the
coadition of the people, and needed no alteration. The
people always knew, ot mighs know theirdnty ; aud when

they did it they were ﬁlwa_ya happy.
Gop has given us the gofpsl, as weil for the diree-
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wion of onrmoral condud, as for the enco uragement of
our faith and hope.  "This contains the fubitance of all
preceding difpenfations 5 and it 15 & kingdom which cana

ot be moved, Some may have a move perie@ underfland-
ing of 1t, than others have : Jut its do@rines and pre-
cepts admit of no chauge. No new ones will be added,
nor will thele vmzci it contains c¢ver b2 cxpunged. If,
uavm;r {et your fuce for heaven, you ﬁnquneﬁ which is the
way 2 (o on, taxe the oid path ; thig is the gmu Wiy
wailk 10 1t, and you wiil find relf to yeur {ou

Flaving ibniteoted the meaning of the text, and fhewn
the wn{ieun.) and unifor ’:‘ii.’y‘ fr; ¢ Divine Government,

we will now atteed to the tmprovement of cur {ubjedt.

1. We have realon to rejoice, that we are uader fuch

n pertefl and fable government. ¢ The Loro reigns !
(et the eartiy rejoice; let the muln La; of ihe ifies b
ciad.””  Whatever errors we may fee in human govern-
inents, we are fure, that Gon’s ways are perfcét: he is
a Gon of ;mm and wirhout iniguity ¢ joft and right is

'im. Under his government we may alwa"s &now, wha
is our duty, 2nd where 15 our fafety.
5 the courie of nature is fleady and uniform, from

age to apy, we can eaflily judge, how to prejedt and puriue

our fecalar huim»{.wummn to fow our feed—-1n what manw.
ner to cultivate our Felds—at what time to expedt a har
vaelt.  Baou ifthe feafons were confounded~-1f the Oppo-
{ite hemifheres fhonld be frequently wnverted, and fume.
v and winter change places, human mdu;’cry, prudence
and foreflight would be at aa end, and the race of rportals
would foou be extingeithed.

Cion's movel, hike lis natural government, is fleaw
dy anfi thic is ouv {cvurity and | ‘a;)pineﬂs. 1£

-~
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fame, the knowledge of our duty, and of the way to Ileaven
15 eailly obtained ; parents can inftru& theirchildren ; the
fcriptures will lcad us to cternal hfe ; public teachers can
declare the whole counfel of Gop ; private reading, fam-
ily education and ftated p.eudnnp‘, are ufeful means of
religious knowledge, and to this purpofe they may be
fuccefsfully applied.

You think, perhaps, to find a new kind of Religion,
which will more eafily lead you to happinefs, than that
which you have beeun tanght ; or you imagine, that you
can do as well without any religion at all. But confult
experience. Can you be happy at prefent, in your own
feelings, crin your focial conne@lions, without integrity
of heart—without benevolence to men—without the gov-
ernment of your paflicns—without fobriety, temperance
and induflry ? Or can fociety be happy without juflice,
peace, honeﬁy and mutual confidence ? If experience
teaches you the contrary, then you know, that Religion,
in its nature, is neceflary to happinefs. And ifitis{oin
this world, i1t will be fo in the next; * for the thing
which Lath been, 1s that which: fhall be, and whatfcever
Gonb doth, it fhall be forever.” If you can get fafe to
heaven in a way of fin, and be happy with all your fipns,
when you get there, then, on your arrival, you may fay
“ See this 1s new.”

Youare well pleafed with fome new f{cheme of reli-
gion propofed to you. But what is this new fcheme?
Does it teach repentance of fin, faith in a Divine Redeem-
er, purity of heart, humblenefls of mind, charity, peace-
ablenefs and condefcention to your neighbors, and all the
virtues of a good temper and life ¢ Go, take and ule it
But remember, 1t 1s no new {cheme. It is the fame that
hath been. If it leaves out any of thefe things and teach-
e. the contrary, forbear: It is not a fcheme of religion,
but of licentioufnefs, It is not new, however ; for men
have always been contriving fome way or other to quiet
their confcieuces in the pradtice of wickednefs, and to get
to heaven without being fit for it.

Perhaps you thipk beft to withdraw from the reli-
gious fociety, with which you are in covenant, and join
yourfelf to another. Butdo you there find a new gofpel.
and a new way to heaven 2 What then do you think ¢!
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thofe, who died in faith and hope, long before your favor-
ite fociety extfted ? If this has mvdhgued the only path
te heaven, then they who lived 1n former ages are all loft,

There is, my friend, no new way to heaven—no new
fcheme of real religion.  ‘L'hat which hath been, 1s now.
There were, in ancient times, many who by faith and pa«
tience inherited the nromifes.  Be a follower of them, and
thus give diligence .o the full aflurance of hope. It the
fociety to which you would go, has no new eligion, but
only the old one wuh a new name ; then, tell me, where s
the advantage in violating your [acred vows to form a new
_relation ? [ would take the liberty to atk, What opinion
have you of yourfelf ? Ave you ina ftate of in?  Then
you are forming your new relation as a wicked man ; and
1t becomes you to examire, whether you are not domg 1t
with a wicked aim, to acquire the comforts of hope without
complying with the terms of the gofpel. Or do you view
yourfelf as a faint—a real convert? Then you have ob-
tained grace from Gab in your attendance on the wmcans
already enjoyed‘ And will you forfake the very means,
which Gop has owned and bleifed for your converfion ?
Will you reject that, which Gob has received ? Will you
withdraw from the place where Gop has met you? Ap-
ply the Apoftle’s advice ; ¢ Remember them who are yout
guides, and who have fpoken to you the word of Gob,
whofe faith follow, confidering the end of their converfa-
tion. JEsvs CHRIsT the fame yefterday, to-day, and for-
ever. Benot carried about with divers and ftrange doc-

trines : Kor it is a good thing that the heart be eftablithed
with grace, not with meats,” with names & forms, ** whicis
have not profitted thofe, who have been occrrpied therein.’

2. Our fubje& naturally leads us to refiet on the 1m.
portance of fteadinefs and uniformity in human govern.
ment : Thus only can it apprcach to a refemblance of the
Dwmc Government, in the beauty of 1ts form, the Juf.,
tice of its adminiftration, and the happinefs which it ux.
parts to its {ubjedts.

Family government cughe, in this refpefl, to refer-
ble the Divine ; for thus only can it preferve its dignity
and command refpet, 1If the bzads of a family, contend-
ing for fuperiority, controul cach other’s orders, and ur.
dermine each other’s authority-..if what is required az ciz
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time, is condemned at another—if commandeare ifiued in
fuch number and variety, that they ¢an neither be under-
ftood, remembered, nor obferved, the houfe foon beccires
2 {cene of anarchy and confufion. It is only the calm,
rational and confiftent goverurneat, which can be adminif-
tered with an cafly energy, and will be obeyed with promp-
ritude and cheerfulnefs.

As in families, fo in larger communities, govern-
rment 1s then mofl )¢autiful and efficacions; when, in con-

formity to the Divine pattern, it is adminiftered witha
gentle and fteady hand.

- Human beings cannot look into diftant futurity, nor
extend their views far around. Government formed by
fuch beings, 1mperfeft in itfelf, cannot provide againit all
neceflity of change, But the' great principles of all good
governmen* are ever the fame ; for thefe are the princi-
ples of morality, which can never change. It will always
be important, that the members of iouety maintawn juf-
tice, Integrity, truth and all the relaiive virtues in their
intercourfe with ome another ; and that {ocieties do the
Jame in their intercourfe with other focietiez. And every
government fhould have thele virraes wrought mnto its
conftitution and laws, and preferved in 1ts adminiftration,
Thus far, like the Divine Goverument, it thould always
be the {ame.

Tt has fometimes been afked, Whether government and
religion have any thing to do with each other. If you
fuppafe they have net, then you muft fuppofe, that mec-
rai1iy belongs not to religion, or belongo not to govern-
ment ; forif it belongs to both, they anavoidably runinte
each other, and cannot be feparated. Now, from which
will you exclude morality ?—Surely from neither. Fer
without this, religon 15 mere fpecuhtmn or {uperftition:
government 15 on ly .ntrxgue, opprefion and defpotiim ; {o-
ciety is difcord, violence and warfare.

They whe imagine, that if reiigion and government,
in the prefent {tate :)f things, were wholly feparated, both
weuld be more perfeét 5 may as well go a fittle farther,
and fay, “ Tf) 35 fuch a world as this, bedy and fon] were
feparated, boihv would live much hetter—the {ou] would
labor better without a bedy, and the body would reafon
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Better withont a foul.” If a feparation be made, the {oul,
indeed, will live ; but it will pals away, and carry with 1t
all that 1s rational ; and the body will be left a mafs of
corruption, the food of worms. If from governmeat you
banifh religion, the latter will live ; bat it will take with
it all that is amiable and excellent ; and government wilk
be like that putrid carcafs. It may breed and nourlfh
fome odious vermin, but tothofe who have then feafes, 1
will be an objet of difguft and horror. Religion is con-
nefted with government by the principles of morality, as
the foul is conneted with the body by the principles of
animation ; and in both eafes, a {eparation, though 1t will
not extinguifh the former, yet will be death to the latter.

It has fometimes been {aid, and often {aid of late, that
the teachers of religion ought not to concern themfelves 1n
marters which relate to civil government.

Thz meaning, I fuppofe, is, that they ought not to
malke thefle matters the ordinary {ubjeéts of their preaching.
For, furely, none will fay, that a minifter, in his private
chara&ter, is excluded from the coinmon rights of citizens,
or that he has not the fame liberty, which others have, to
form, or {peak, or publifh his opinion on civil matters, to
write a hiftory, or a diflertation. Tt may as well be faid,
Ire has no right to hold property, to claim a compenfation
for his labor, to demand the fulfilment of a contrall, or
even to eat and drink.

To fay, at large, that 2 minifler ought not to preach
on matters of government, certainly is not juft, unlefs the
expreflion be mnch qunalified. - For, taken inits full lati-
tude, it will import, that he mnry not teach morality, or
may not fhew its ufefulnefs to fociety—may not flate the
principles of goverament, the "cial obligations, the rela-
tive duties, thofe which rulers owe to the people, and the
people to their rulevs and to one another—may not give
warning of impending dangers and of divine judgmentsmm
may not bear teftimony againft the fins which caufe, or
mention the {igns which forebode national ealamities—or,
in a word, that he may not preach, as Jesus preached,
and the Prophets bcfore bim, and the Apoftles after him.
"Lhis 1s more than any will prefame to fay.

But if the meaning he, that the pulpit is not the
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proper place to frame conftitutions, fettle forms of govern.
raent, review the doings of legiflatures, decide on the com-
parative merits of candidates fer office, the wifdom of na-
tional treaties, and other high «(ts of government, it is
jultly faid ; but fpoken too incorreftly and loofely.

Or if the meaning be, that the pulpit is not the place,
from which to found the trumpet of fedition againft law-
ful authority—to excite a fpirit of difcontent and faltion
voder a wife adminiftration—to {catter the feeds of anare
chy and revolution—to defame the charafiers of worthy
men in places of power ; this is alfo true ; and it Is true
of 2 court-houfe, a tavern, and every other place, as well
as of the pulpit.

Or if the meaning be, that 2 minifter ought not to
negledt the duties of his profeflion for political objeéts— -
onght not to exercife himfelf in matters, which he does
not, and cannot underftand, but be quiet and do his own
bufine{s—ought not, in times of party heat, to inflame
one party againft another, but exemplify and recommend
moderation and candor—ought not to take np matters haf-
cly. and affirm them rafhly, but judge with calmnefs, and
fpeak with caution on the doings of government : This 1s
allo true; and it 1s as true of every orher man, as ofa
minifter.

If this is all that men intend, when they fay, “ A
mimiter thould not intereft himfelf in the affairs of gov.
erninent,” it is prefumed, few minifters will be found, ia
the prefent day, who have pafled the line of their duty.

Whence, then, the complaint againft them ? [t pro-
ceeds from the fame caufe, from which it ever has proceed- .
ed. For it is the fame, that has been. It 13 no new thing
under the fun. Whenever any rema-kable oppofition has
appeared againft the religion of Gobp, attacks have been
made on the ftanding and regular teachers of this religion,
And if they could not be reproached for their bad morals,
they have been accufed of meddling with politics.

Righteous Lot, grieved with the filthy conver{atior
of the men of Sodom, warned them of their danger, and
exhorted them to amendment.  And what was the confc-
quence ¢ They faid, ¢« This fellow will needs be a judge ;"
and had they not been providentially refirained, they would
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iave broken down his houfs, axd done viclence to his pera
fon. When Jeroboam, at the head of the ten tribes, withe
drew from the houfe of David, and ereited a feparate
kingdom, he, on motives of policy, inftituted the worfhip
of idols. The regular priefls, adhering to the inflitutions
of Gop, refufed to comply with the impious innovation,
And becaufe they waould not be the tools of this wicked
policy, he deemed thiem enemies to him and his govern-
ment. And they were compeiled to quit their houfes
and pc.ieflions, and take refuge in the kingdom of Judah.
And the king, from the loweft of the people, made him
prielts, who were ready tc facrifice veligion to his politi-
cal defigns.  Ahab introduced an idolatry more grofs than
that of Jeroboam, and corrupted the nation more than all
the kings, who had been before him. The prophet Elbjah,
with a laudable fortitude and zeal, labored to reclaim them
from their corruptions to a pure and rational religion.
For this the king called him bis enemy, and a troulicr of
Ifrael. Jeremiah, who gived in =n idolatrous jpericd,
faithfully difcharged his prophetic office, in calling all

clafles of people te repentance and amendment, as the only -
means of preveuting national ruin. Hence he was called
an ¢nemy to the exifting adminiftration, and a confederate
with the Ghaldeans, who were invading the country.
When Adlos bare teftimeny againft the wickednefs, and
efpecially againft the idolatry of the Jews, and prefled
upon them the neceflity of religion and virtue to avert
ympending judgments, Amaziah, the king’s idolatrous
chaplain, complained to the king ; ‘“ Amos hath confpired
againf? thee, in the midft of the houfe of Ifrael ; the land
1s not able to bear 2ll his words.” He fays to the proph-
et, ‘“ Flee to the land of Judah—prophefy not in Bethel.
It 1s the king’s chapel ; 1t ig his court.” When our Sav-
1or reproved the Jews for their iniquities, and warned
them of approaching deftrultion, they complained, that he
interfered in matters of government, perverted the na-
tion, called himfelf a king and forbad to give tribute to
Cefar, The Apofiles preached the gofpel of their divire
mafter, taught the pure worfhip of one Gop, condemned
the corruptions of Jews, and the fuperftitions of Leathiens,
recommended all the focial virtues, and particularly cbe-
dience to magiftrates, and peaceablercfs under govere.
ment,  But there were often nnrears againft then:. as
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mmen who changed eftablifhed cuftoms, and turned the
world upfidz down. As it was in the days of CurisT and
his Apollies, {6, St. John foretold,  weuld be in future
times ; ¢¢ The bealt,” {o called, *¢ would make war upon
the wwnqﬂes, while they are performing their teltimony.”

From thefe examples and obfervations it appears,
that, in times of prevailing corruption, it ever has been,
and ever will be the complaint ofiaﬁdels, that the teachers
of religion dilturb the gem—:ral tranguility by interfericg
in national concerns, when their great offence is, that they
fupport the troth and oppofe licentioufnefs without a par.
tial refpeét to perions : Thus, ¢ They torment them who
dwell on the earth.”

Such complaints, therefore, whenever they exiit, lcad
us to thefe two conclufions : Firft ; that the morals of
minifters generaliy are 1rreproachable for, otherwile,
they would be artacked on the ground of their unmoral-
ity, where the charge couid moft eafily be {uftained : And,
fecondly, that there are jJfome, who bear no good will to
religion ; for its real friends, while they reprobate un-
worthy charatters in the order of religious teachers, will
henor and fupport the order itfelf, and will not vilify 1t
in the grofs, for a_few unworthy men, or a _few imprudent
altions of worthy meu, who beloug toit. We may ar-
gue here, as we do in other fimilar cafes. We fuppofe,
that a peaceable citizen may have caufe to ipeak in terms
of difapprobation concerning particular men in cffice :
But if we hear a man cenfure and condemn a// officers of
government, as difhoneft, and a// their meaflires as cor-
rupt, we conclude, that this man is an enemy to govern-
ment itfelf. Such indifcriminate abufe againft religious,
or civil charaéters, of which there has been too much n
our day, may probably proceed from a few perfons of
low and vuigar minds. 1 know, the clergy in general
difapprove of afperflions on government: And T recollelt
nothing from mean 1n high oifice reproaching religion orits
minifters. And it requires neither numbers nor talents
to fill new{papers with abufe and fcurrility.

If religion and government are conneéted by moral
principles, the prodeat minifter, by ‘uculeating and ex-
emplifying the duties of morality, does eflesiial fervice
to goverument and fuciety, as well as to men’s fouls,


















