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Fast Day SERMON.

JOT.L, ii. 16 17.

Gather the people, sanctify the congreyation,
asscrrble the elders, gather the ckildren,
ond those that suck the breasts ; let the
bridegrooin go /or th of his cbambcr, and
the oride out of Fer cleset.

l't t:'e priests, the ministers of the Lerd,

b berween the porch and the alrar, and

1([ t/)c‘ m say, spare thy peeple, O Lord.

w
}’ } AVING attended to the explanation of
our text, we pafs to improve our fubject, per-
tincnt to the {folemnity of the prefent occalion.
Aud fince God hath putit into the hearts of
our rilers, corrcfpondent to his own dircc-
tions, and the praclice of his ancient people,
to appoint this as a day of folemn {:fling,
pmvcr, and humiliation, and as the chicfma-
riflrate of this ftate has recommended and ¢n-
joincd, certain very folemin and Important
moral duties, it will be very uleful, in the
improvement of our fulj{}, to make fHme
praflical remarks on the preciamatien fent to
us by the governor of this flate : andin ;m..
fuance of our fulject, we fiall fillow the
proclamation in its order : Andto begin with
the finft prnpnﬁtion.
It is 2 truth made Lknevn by infpiration,

and is agrecable to the dicltes ¢Cresfon, d‘"t
Wil (lcpemlu‘t Leings, Raculd fodl end ex.
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peelia lively fan'e of their dependence, eu
Hir vwho created and continually upholds
them ; and that moral accountabic bLeirn 1.
| ﬂml'id oliferve the Javes and feck thie favor oi
Fiim, vihn is their moral governor, and their
ﬁ“o‘jlld“‘(‘

Let us ferionfly enquire, have we folt as if
w2 were dependent beings ? It is very im.
}"'r‘-n't et hz’k".'ﬂ“di’}' that we mmprove cug

to1edt, v 2 clefe exaniination wnd applica-
STt f(. it wiil be of no real ufe to us, te
hear the meil fublime and folemn tx"' .,
urzed in the moft pathetic manner, if lhcy (9
nat reech to and aifcét the heart.

Wienwe view mankind at large, doss not
the corduct of many appear, init as vwe nicit
reafoncbiy exped it would, ai they hadiong
fruice Cemonflraied to themfclves, that they
viere u. irely i:mcp'" ent, and aszountelile
tono heing bt themfolves ;5 which they ap.
pear to meie the great ond of all their delib-
erattons and copdadl ? Have we filt towards
the gre-t. cternal, [ {uficient Jehovah, as
if we he'tzved bim to be independent 2 And
have we [eltand exprefled ahively dependence
on Fim, the infinite fountain and fource of all
cxiflunce. :!(, amblonels and Bldliedndls ?
It we ve feit the great diftance between an in-
fimite God 2 nid us finite duil of the footflool ;
of wiich there is no comparifon ? Have we
foit that there s notonly adillance between

*&sad and us, inthis relpedt, but likewife shat
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we are 2ot only at sn infinite diflance from
God in a natural, but likewife 1n a moral
fenfe 2 25 Gozd is not only areat and glorious
i his natural pafcétisans, bat infinitely glo-
rious in i meral excellencies 3 and we, not
oniy cioms of zn atom world, but infimtely
vile and criminal ; and foat an infinite patur.
cLand moral ditance from an infinite God, I
11y, have we f:1tand realized this moit folemn,
wfcinl, end napartant truta 2 IF we have not,
it 1s time that we immcdiaicly attended te
thefs foulinicrelling fubjels.

We r(JJ.ce that our fupreme executive ap-
}t'"'s to have fuch a ferious, folemn, and deep
{Liz fenfz of the great and fublime truths which
- they bave rcu'mmcnd :d to thoir cnnﬂ:lucnts,
as what they believe to he foimportant. We

sjoice that they believe that God is the great
independert king 3 the king of kings ¢ And
that God will ].udgc the judges too, as faith
the poet. Have we all felt as if God was our
fina! judge, and that he has a richt to do, or-
derand difpofe of us, his creatures, sccording
to his own plealure, for his declurative glo-
Py | ?

. Tt is allo rerfonable (in quit proclama.
imzcm naster) that ‘thefe who are made ca-
~pable of focial a&s, and relations, and who

owe their improvement to the f{ucial fate,
thould, as a fociety, msake their acknowledg. -
WL of dependence and obhgatxon, te Him
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whs hath endued them with thefs eapacitics,
and privileged thiem with thefe difiin&ions,
..  Society is a great blefling, we are mude ca-
pable of communicating to, =nd receiving
from each other mutual happinefs avd ecip-
rocal comf{orts; we cannot iive, comivrtably,
glone ; a perfon in a defart ifland, erin a
wildernelz, would be expofed to many incen.
veutencies, and be o lon+fome ercature.

Have we {el: true gratitude to our common
benchadlor, for this as well as other bicflings ?
But if we have not isnproved this, zecording
to divine appointment, we invert the erder of
nature, and turn thefe things into means of
wrectchednefs, by our milinprovement, which
were defigned by God for comforts, and would
be fuch if righdy improved. Heow fud is it
that mankind, the only intelligent beings in
this world, and fo capable of being the great.
it comforts to each other, fhould conduct
themnfelves in fuch a manner, many of them
at leaft, as to be more dreaded than the vos
racious animals of the d:furt,

Have we realifed thefe thingzs ? If we have,
v.¢ fhall endeavor to reduce nuture to her o
riginal laws : And if we are dvlyv finfible of,
and truly grateful for this blefling, we Mall
improve it in a correfpondent manncr to fuch
f:elings ¢f dependence, on our divine bene-
fattor.

3d. I rejoiee to hear onr chicl magilsote

-, meation, e king appointment of the Chif.

Bl

tEsaU a. "
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tinn Sabbath: «vhich provides for the fre-
qient affembiing, in a focial manaer, to wor-
fhip the moft high God, and liften to the in.

Bru&ions of his facrzd word. |

Ti...¢c are alfo other feafons of the year,
which fcem to call.upon us, in an cfpecial
manner, to unite; as a peeple, in correfpond-
ing alls of warfhip and homage.

1 rejoice that our rulers have taken notice
of the fucred Sabbath. If they feel towards
the day as they have cxprefled in  their pro-
clamation, they will guard it by their auiho.
rity, and provide for its obiervance ; and if
w e are to nieet on this holy day to hear the in.
firuftions of God’s word, let us hear what it
has to fay concerning the Sabbach, ¢ Ifthou
turn avway thy foot fiom the Sabbath, from
doing thy plealure on my holy day, and call
thc Sabbath a delight, the holy of the Lord,
honorable, and {hzalt honor him not doing
thine own ways, or finding thine own p'eafure,

nor {pzaking thine own words, then fhalt thou
ichght thyleif in the Lord, and 1 will caule

thee toride upon the high places of the earth,
and feed thee with the heritage of Jacob thy
father : for the mouth of the Lord hath {poken
it. Then {hall thy light break forth as the
mcining, and thine heaith {h-ll {pring forth
Ipeedily, and thy righteoulnefs thall go before
thee, and the glory of the Lord fhail be thy
rear ward : then fhalt thou call and the Liord
will anlver, thou fhult cry aud he will fuy -
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i.ere Tam. And the Lord fhall guide thes
continuaily, and fatisfy thy foul in drougzht,
and make fat thy bones, and thou {halt be {ike

a watered garden, and iike a fring of water,
whofe waters fail not. And thoa thelt be
ealie ] the repairer of the breach, and a reftor-
er of paths to dwell in.”

Heie we fee at one view, not only t’)c oh-
ligation which is fucredly binding upon us, te
fanclify the Sat:bath, which is fufiicicnt to de.
" mund our cordial abedience, 1f ihere were no.
thing more ; but likewife the bicliings prom.
ifed to the obement obfervers of the d: 2y, 38 &
motive to a compliance with that which is fe
propcr ia its very nature.

Some have plead for a breach of the Sazb-
bath, frem lucrative principles 3 butour que-
tations inform us, that the wav to be hang

profperous, and xich, is te ubferve the Sab.
bll[l!c |

Some will plead that they ought to zo and

fiop colt on the Sablath What colt is this 2
Is it money that you have promifed to a min-
ilter of the Gufpel, for lus fairhiful labors 2 no.
Is 1t a debt which was contizeled by rea’on of
f.me vile tmtemperance, winch on rhe whole
was its canf ! thenyou hove e-mmiitted one

fin in making the dobr, are now plead fer ane

other to g and d's!hhuﬂ.;‘t* it

But we will funocfe the heft ¢ are yoa

a re.d chrintinn ? Al have vou been pradont,

and are wicked beiogs de termined to afliét

N

o
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veu ; Remember their time is fhort; fubmit
“the matter to God, do your duty fzithfully, and
fear not thein that can enly kiil the body, but
fecar him who has power to defiroy bota foul
and body in hell fire. 1 fay unto you fear him.
What awfully trifling excules will pien
make in this world, for the bréach of the fa-
cred Subbath, which at the day of judgment
wiil be blown away, Like featirers Lefore the
d:iving florm : We never thercfore fhould
plead any excufe, that we would not meke
were we at the bar of God, and under trial for
cternity,  Therefore I prefume, that if the
chicf magNlrate of this flate, feels that facred
repsard for the Sabbath, which he has exprefi-
ed in his proclamation, he will ufe his influ.
ence, and the power with which God has
elothed him, to guard the fucred Cubbath,
and prevent the awful violation of the Sab.
bath law : which is fo offenf{ive to a holy God,
fo detrimental to the temporal good arnd hap-
pinels of mackind, and fo fubverfive to gand
order, and repugnant to the good laws, the
peace aud eternal felicity of the good people
of this commonwealth. |
4. It is reccommended to us, that our minds
be deeply imprefied with this important truth,
that it is righteoufncls which exalteth u na.-
tion, that profperity and happincefs are the re-
ward fleflowed on vitvecusy communities,
but that fin is a reproach, andiwill ulually he
I -

!
e

)
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foilowed with thofe ealamitics and miferies -
vhich involve the rvin of a pcrmu , «nd of
cerfequence we are in the path-way of Liefl-
ings, wl‘f':x we are in the path of duty.

“Then we may heope lur naticnal bicf mns,
whiic we expericince rational virtue, and in
no other wsy can we cxpeﬂ them, becaufe the
v an (,fnf*lueou(mfs and the czifience of vice,
as girccliv tend to deflruficn, as the with-
drawing the rays of the fun coufes cold and

.ancf.,, cr tiie privation of health -is fick-
nefs.  Have we ail, both rulers and ruled du-
Iy considered thefe tinngs, and cach one en.
dcavorcd 1o mond one ?

As naitenal refcrmations tend to national
blcfiings, fo individual reformaticons tend to
idivicusl bicfiags ¢ fo that although we may
Lcfo ur‘l,"';v as to live in the midft of a
wicked and perverfe people, yetif we are vir- -
tuous, (Gl wiil take eare of us, as he did of
his fervants of old.  Habakkuk, for inflance,
kad cenfivence in his God ; and after enu-
snersting a numier of calamities that wouled
bl the preie for thoir fins, he obferves that
Lis fecr b nid be like hind’s feet, and that
he fhc vid foeaway and Le fafe.

Let us therefore {criovfly enquire into
eui own hecarts, whether we have nourned
deepdy for our {ins, and thofe of our nat tion,
ane! rul ailured, that husuliation is the way,
and the enly way, to pardon, happindds :ml
N preiperity, through a glorious mmmtor : let

L
N
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‘us therefore reft our fouls en the value of his -

attoncment, and traft the efficacy of his righ-
tecufneds, for life and falvation.

6. Let us engaire whether we have p'""cd
earncfily, agr ‘Glle to our proclamaticn,
that God would pive fuceefs to the means of
e citisn ens ','ul amoeng us; that ke waould
bidis oor colie:: 25, ac alernics 1nd fi:hools, and
ciufe the i to Be nurferies of fered fcience,
of yroed vicrals, and of real relizion, - M thie
has Lien our fincese and hearty  dcfire, ther
we have uled our endeavor. to furnith our
feats of cdacation with initruCors poflefizd
of thole deiirable quelifications.

Mavy are carclul tihat their teachers ars
Fen of feience, and this is all the qualifica.
tion ncce Nory with thum ;5 others would with
to huve thom perfons of good morals, and a
nehle and virtucus fow would wifh to have
them perfons of real religion @ but this moft

neceflany qualification is .u\iul!v negle&ed by

many. §hercfore if we pray that our fchools
may be fuch as our proclamation dire@s us
to pray for, this will imply a defire for the ac.
compiifhment of cur views, and a defire im.
plics exertien.  Therefore, if we defire and
pray that our fchoals may be nurferics of pie-
ty, we fhall exert ourfilves to have them
fupplicd with pious teachers.
7. Have weregarded the rifing generats

and pro ed thut Ged wonld blcis thea e |
parcnt’s bicing, aua caufe them toc :
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ward in life with habits of fobricty, order and
virtue? As I have already obfurved, if we
pray for the accomplifhment of an event, it
implies,neceffarily, wedcfire that the dficct
may take placc which we pray for: and a
praver, cr fizcere deiire, for they are fynon.
ymous, impiiss €xcrtion. For to fay that a
perfon delires and pazys for femething, and
at the saine time that he vfis ro cxeriiaes, of
means, for te azcompiithment of the ¢nd 13
perfect nomicnfe, and an awlul tifiicg with
wordls.

Have we then regarded the rifiny genera-
tion 2 Does our I: ziflature provide for them,
and endeavor to rcilrain their excedles 2 Do
they ufe their autherity to prevent the ruin
of our dear youth? that important part of
the humaan fanuly. Howawful will it be for
a parcnt, te ftand like a weeping flatve at the -
elofing grave of a dear youik, with thefe cut-
tingreficinns on his mind : this poor young
crcature has done with life (as the pious Her-
vey obferves) hofore it learnt its great errand
into lifz, and belere it learnt the worth ¢f its
foul : and perhaps learnt of me, its ungodly
parcat, to forget or neglet it.  What cut.
tingr rel- Qiems thele are none ean realife, Lot
ti.ofe who know them by experience ; I bore

.= bv the proclamation which we have received
and reit s, Shat our Jegiflature are really and
and the enbe sfible ¢l this important truth, aad
\_pruiperity, b mere thuan ever, arc detrrmined te
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fe their fucred anthority, to aTid parents and
maiiers, to train up thofc under their care, for
that Gaid who plac e thefe youth under their
tuition. For as we have already obfcrved,
for the firft magiitrate cf this fiate to cnjoinon
his conflituents to pray for thele things, and
at the fame time not to affift in the great and
important work, is only macking the people,
aad trifiine with them, in {uch s manner as
v. ould caufe our very fouls to revols, even at
the moft diftant idea of fuch abfurdity. And
it is likewife the duty of a pcople to zfift
their magiflrates, in the perfsrinance of their
dut_t'.

1. it nnt ennurh te make our blood freeze
in our veins, to fre pcnpk cive their fufitages
for ciril uﬁ'"‘"rs #nd then in the name of the
great Jehinvah, whefe miniflicrs of juflice they
are, fivear them 1 a molt {olerin manner to
e fihifid in the cxecution of the laws, of
tiizt God to whom thev are aceountable. and
2t the fame time not 26l but rather difecu-
rage ana hinder them from their duty.

8. 1lave we mourned for the foread of vice,
and as our proclammation dir: €ls, have we
praved that Gord would check the [roegrefs
of liccntious principles and-pra&ices ? llow
hive we mnurned ? Has our mourning keen
k2 that of Jufhua of old, when the chiidien

of Ifia.ifled and fell bdore their encinics ?

Joesbua vii, 6. Ang Jofhaa rent his do&hcs,

Co ;
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and feil to the earth on his face before the ark
of the Lord, until the eventide, he and all
the elders of Ifracl, and put duft upon their
heads ; and Jofhua faid, alas, O Lord, God,
whercfore halt thon.brought this people over
Jordan, to deliver us into the hands of the
Amorites, to deilroy us? Would to God we
had been content and had dwelt on the other
fide Jordan. O Lord, what fhall [ fay when
I{frael turneth, turneth their back before their
encmizs ? for the Canaanites and all the 1n.
habitants ¢f the land fhall hecar of it, and
fhall environ us around, and cut off our name
trom the carth, and what wilt thou do unte
thy great name ?

Jothua, zlihough a good man, fcems to
practice fomcthing like thofe {poken of in the
53th chapter of Ifaiah’s prophceey, where the
almighty reproves them moll fharply, in an
interrogatery manncer, by laying in the {iftis
verfe, 1s it fuch a £41 that [ have chofen 2 that
is, as if he had faid, will you call this a fuit.
able faft, and fuch an onc as 1 {hall approve of;
which I am now to defrribe to you ? a day fer
a man to aflift his foul ? Is 1t to bow down
his head as a bullrufh, ard fpread fack-cloth

. and alhes under him 2 1f this is all, 1t 1s vain
hypocrily : if this is all, il you do no more,

hypocrites may appear to fuft as well as you,
The fuft that [ have chofen, is to loofe the
bands ¢f wickednels, to undo the heavy bur.
dens, aud to Ict the oppredled go frce, that ye
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break every yoke. 26 the Lord faid to Jofhua
get thee up, wherefore lielt thou upon thy
face ? as if the Lord had fiid, Jothua 1 have
heard you, and now I will give you dirc&tion
what you fhall do: up, fan&ify the people,
for they have even taken the accurfed thing,
and have alfo ftolen and diffembled : and thicre-
fore put away the accurfed thing, from a.
mong you ; for if you do not, I will not be
with you any mere, neither can you fland be-
forc vour enemies.

Thus we fee, that mourning for {ins implics
reformation, and recformation implics cxcre.
tions in a pcople, to pet away the accurfed
thing. Jofhua miglit have prayed to this day,
if he had lived fo long, with his clothes rent,
and fuck-cloth and afhes under him, and yet
if he had not put away the accurfed thing,
God would not have heard. And fo it will
be with us, my friends, we may cry and pray,
but if we do not, as our ext fays, fan&ify the
congregation, by putting away the accurfed
thing, the Lord will not hear us. .

Our legiflature have direfled us to depre.
eate aginlt the horrors and calamities of narge
and other fore judgments : but our prayers
will be to him hke awful howlings, if we do °
not put away the accurfed thing, which is the
caufe of war, and all other calamities. But
as has been obferved under the former heads, .
fp we obferve here, that a defire for reforma.
tion implies exertion, and when our rulcrs
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defire us to mourn for our national fins, and
plcad with God, that he would avert the awful
impending judgments that threaten our Juand,
en account of our national fins, we exvetd
that thev will, like good old Jofhua, «fift 1n a
national xr"cm.utmn by their authority, wiia
wihich God has cloihod them.

\We are directed to pray for minifters ef
the gofpel, that God would tlefs them, and
infp.ire them with apoftolic zeal and furvency,

‘and rcnder them initrumental, by their e

firillion and examples, in advancing the
caulc «f genuine piety and folid virtue. |

And, as we have uniformly cbierved, that
to pray fer, and dclire the accomplifbment of
any event, as veally implies excriion and en.
dcavor, for the cfic@ling the fuwme ; tharcfore
we may prefume upon the munificent aid of
the lceolative authority, and afhitance, for
the accompliihing {o defirzble an end.

It it is the duty of a people, to pray for fo
ercat a bicfling asa gool and faithful gofj:el
miniftry, thenit is tlu ir duty to af:t and ¢n.

" couragre {uch in their arduous werk 3 and if

t is the duty, as kas been erjoincd by ihe
clnef magiflrate of this flate, then what fod,
lemn mockery is it to requd ft this of the peo-
ple,without lending bis kind aff:ftance, for the
fettlement and fupport of fuch as they have
direted us to pray for ? Thercfore if our le.
giflators are fincere, we fhall foon hear that
they have paflcd an a&, forencouraging the
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fetttement of gnfpel minifters, fince this is ove grest and
moit importan end of legiflation, -

Sinee Chnt has made this world, and all things vifi. -
ble and invifible ; and fince all the valuable end that goe
vernnicat can anfiver, is to promote the declaranve glee
ty ard c2ufe of Hiny who made, who scdeeindd, and
who governs this warld,

If we aieto pray that minifters of the Golpel mayp
be zealous cud (ervent, it implies that we vle our endeas
vors to procace fuch, and that we encourage them allia
oeur power, by all poflible means, and in al! pofhble
ways.

V/hat is apoftolic zeal and fervency, my friends ? [
have read Somewhere that Si. Paul’s wvoulds were like
thunder claps, and it we are direfied to pray for fuch,
then we are to love and encoutage them, that they may
im:iate bath St. Paul and lfaizb, and lift up their veis
ecs bike a trummpet, and thew the prople their fins, and
God’s fpiritual Lvael their ranfareflione, o

19. Weare requefted o prav that G:d woo!d blefs all
in 2uhority, in this and the United Siates, and endove
the:n with the fpint of their 1efpeQive Rauons, aud
saufe them to be a terror to evil dusrs, and a praife and
encouragcment to thofe who do-well.

This demand ugon the people implies fo mu<h, and
is fo franglit with important idess, that we fhall take
very parucular notice of it, |

Aud o intraduce this with eur uniform obfervation, te
pray that ruless may be {uch virtunus men, and atchicve
. fuch noble a@lions, impl-es, that we give our fuffiapey
to {uch and only fuch, whoin our ju'gment are poficffe
ed of fuch chara@cers and principles.  This pethaps io
o0 idea overlookad by many, and had it wnt been thae
the it magifiraie of this fare had puc thele werds into
my mwouth, it would have been almoft weafon in e te
wie then ¢ but | am exceeingly pleafed that he has give:
oh s (0 tavorable s eppusiusity, to exprefe whatd
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have o long believed, that to pray for gaed rulais, s
what God has commanded, and not to pray for them

~ ‘would be difobedience and rebellion, not only againft the

governor, but alfe againft God himfelf,
St. Paul dire@s, Timothy, 1t Epifile, i, 2, that
prayer be made for kings, and for all that srein author.

iy, thit we may leada quiet aad peacesble life, ia all
god'inels and honefly : and this fame apoftle is very ex-

plicit, in thewing who this magiftrateis, and what is his
duty. Rom  xii. Letevery foul be fudje@ unto the
higher poweis ; for there is no power hut of God ¢ the
powers that b are ordained of God, Thacis, God has
sll power in Heaven and earth, and therefoie thole vwho
are fet apart for magiftrates, in this werld, are ord.ained
of God : amoft folemn ordination indeed : they are his
vicegerents, delegated by him, tn act under him and for
him. Veil= 2. Whofoever relifterth the power, refifleth
the ordinance of God, and taey that refut thall reccive
te themfelves damnaticn. |

Hw ought finners to tremble in view of this folema
and awful {utje&, while ihev hear thac th. fe who refift

the magitrate are fighing againft Gad ? Hear this, ve

profane, who fay of the grand juror, telching tovth an
horrid oath te grace your obfcrvation, if he complaing
of me, for hreach of Sabbath, I'll give him a flgring |
Itis G ] that you are defpiting my friends ; he that re.
sifteth the power refilteth the ordinauce of Gad, for
rulers are not a terror to good wo'ks, but to evil : wily
thau thep nat be a friend of the prwer ? Da that which
is good and thou thalt have praife of the fame,

Frow whance we fee, that it is the wicked that defe
pife Gai’s m'nifters of jultice ; for heis the minfier of
‘Golto thee for gaod,  Yes, dear friend, he is appomts
ed for gond to thee, to corre@ thy vices, for it thoy
do that which is evil, be - afraid, for he beareth not the
$word .inwvain s for he is the iminifler of God, & revengs
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¢r to exceute wrsth upon him that dovh evil ¢ therefore,
poor, blind, ignorant finner, whoever thou art, that def.
pfeft government, you are fighting againft the greae
(od ot Heaven ! and how awful will it be, for a worm
of ih.e duft to be fuund in arms, againtt thie omnipetent
Jehovah ? but there are ways in which finners may be
feuid fighting ag2inft God, which perthaps thiey have:
nct yet thought of, and that is to with for and ufe their
erdcavors, to place men in nffice, who will be loofe in.
the adminiftration of juflice ; efpecially grand jurors,.
whiofe bufinefs it is, among other things, to guard the
fabhath.  The B ble points oot to us the charaller of
rmaciflrates, and from that we are to take our diretions,
Excdus xviii, xxi. Morcover thou fhalt previde out of
sli the pecple, able men, fuch as tcar God: men of
truth, hating covetoufnefs. Elere we have their quaiifi-
cations, deferibed by that God whofe minifters they are ;
and althnugh this was but a man’s advice and injunétion,
yet ince God has honoured it with his approbation, and
elothed it with his Divine authority, by giving it a place
in Divice Revelation, we are tound 1o obey his comis
mand. -

Moreover theu fhalt, &ec. here is the foim of a pofi
tive command ; therefore- thofe who give their fuffrages
for men, who do rot anfwer the defeniption, are difobe.
dient. | fucl myfelf warranted to talk thus, fince 1 hive
the Bible and the authority of Jehovah on _my fide, and
no one can fault thefe obfervations tiil the Bible is pub.
licly put out of codntenance, |

We ate commanded to provide out of alt the people,
ahle men @ rulers ought to be men of abilitics, but tng
is not all; they muft fear God teo; aml this implics
nothing thoit .t irue heagied picty,  They muft be men
of tuth, th's imphes that moral re@itude of foul, which
refemibles the great God of uyih, whole minifters they
are, S




Th:y moft he haters of eovetav/nefs ; thi: ireniies all
that impartial difintereftedacts, which wirl d-focfe e (o
have tiae glory of Gol, anid tie cond ot ihen conltnuens
at heart : thus we fee the"r char: Jer and duty, dravn to
the life, in the oracles of Divine Fevelation ; and as it 12
our du'y to pray for {uch rulcrs ¢ it is cgaliy fo, to ufe
our en.icavora o place fuch in cofiice.

If chey are appointed by G-, 21:3 1ii's aproinuvent
.15 a d'vine ordinance, and if G W has made ur mflrumen.
tal in placing fuch at the heln of goverament, as vices
gerents under God @ what an inhnitely important o
15 thaie then comin-tiad to our charge ! To vore wicked
m:=a int offee, wiodo oot regad e Sabbatian berker
diviue inftigione, and then priy that they mav be fuck
as the waid of God 1eqaires, is as poriedt nondesds and
as 1:d:culous, 251t wanll be o vote (pon profane fin.
neie inta a chimcy, and thon pray Cran diey ey acorn
thicir chrilt an prof=fian, by a hie of thining piety. Bag
you will fiy perbiaps, that we m.y be decrived, bo
vrith refpelt o chareh membors, 2nd our rulens too—
Trus we mayy but thiz by no peans arouss b wihat
w2 ougit 1o have aiitaiive confilence, foch s is {3t
Bfadlory o us, {9 that iaa juipment of chany, tasy
gre et chinidtiens, sund conogoen Ty tree teends o Gl

Thus my trerds, we fre what is nephed in i jea

prz.oznt ia eur proeclomton franr the Governor, snd
#f D2 chara8Qler and testing of the civel ma otbrace of his
fiste, corrfpunss wath witat Le has font @0 s, be s a
true chrithian, and a real and p ovs fieat o Gad 5 and
of coni-quence an Bz s the hizheit munttor of Ged in
this e, we fhadl heve the bapp.oeis of b avthory
and woa fownt aid, in eficét ng what hie bes 1eqecfed
us 1o fup.d cate fo lervendy fur, onthe day of dulcua
falt no and prayer,

Al my dear fcllow finners, lock at vour cordufy
for a mament— what are vou downg, when yot: are tome-
paing aud wifliag with 3 facicd and divise i wnuioi

’
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by placing reen in effice, whom you kmow, (by their

fruits ve fhall know them,) that they are not men of
piety ; and how does your condu@ taik to you, (whee
you view it feri-ufly) 1o place men ofhice, by yous

fuifiazes, and {w re them 1 she moft fulemn manner,

qn ihie name ot the grcat jchunh, whofc mmfters they

are, and wh fc laws they are to excote, and aler you
have done all this, by which you have commanded them

yvorlelves, inhe name aud by the authoruy of the great
G, to be taishful, ther twin right about, and fay

it they dare complam of ceriaia crimes, {f you do nog -

undzritacd me my fiiends, it 15 for breach of Sabbah)
thzy wiil make diiturbance in neighb rhoods, it will not
do, weareno ufed to {uch things. |

Wiaacawfol ! what fulemn mockerv this ! what awful
trifing wi:h facred things ! for thefe things cometh the
wrath of G id apon the childien of difcbedience. Give
this a ferious and an atrenuve heaning, and I prefume
you muft loach, deteft, and abhor yeur own condu@—
and iiie imporiance of endcavoring to placs good men
inothi.¢, andof doing all in your power to 2fift and
encourage them in the performance of their duty, muft
correfpondenily be felt and reabled by you: but perhaps
you will {av, this refpedis the higher order of officers,
and not the lower clafs : but the B -ble does not fay this,
it makes no dittin@ion as 1o qulifications between rulers
of 1000 or 10°s, an: theretors it is important that ihe
loweit as well as ihe higheit magifirates be men of picty
and true virtue,

1. To conclade, let us view our fubj:@ and ask
ouifelves what our feciings are, with refpeét 10the greas

and 'mporant traths brought into view in this difoufe, -

Nodoubt we fear the horrors of war, intefline broils,
and calamitous fickneflcs ; but da we fear fin, which is
the fuls caufe of thefe fore j:sgmn'u'!

e R—— o WA St



1 hare ot the mofl diftant exp-Ratinn o7 even ane dae
£:¢,:hat God wouold avert the horros s of thefz impending
judzmenes, in any other way. only by a reformaticn
awcep the peani=; por fhould Lie do it, it weuid net be
a bl=fGoy, but a great cerfrw us. TodiRieihar a (a-
lamity 15y be 1amoved, is o defixe that the c3nfe may
be it 1emvsved ¢ 2o defire that the casfe of calemay
ey be semovéd, which is fin, 1mpiies 19t we ule our
endeaviis o effc & thisdeliralleend. Whom the {athes
kaeh hechafteneih, as Mr. Flavel fays, he hath pre-
eous mercies $or his chikhien, a blcfling which he wini-
holds ftem die wiiked, he has a chaftifing red for dhon,
he h: lds ourt the 10d of carrc@iun, in one hasd ang h's
tizuntics in the other ¢ haw much bettes theteflore o be
eailad ep 0 teprntance 2nd o her duties, in thes woerld,
than to te L:f: Lkz thedo lom:tes, an-idcivvians & othiers,
to go en to teafnre up wrah 2gatnfi the dav of wiad,
znd reveliron et -hie ngh e v jadgment of God.

FTherclove how can | gnay hucerely for thie  profperity
of in- counury 3214 dear peopic, in any ciher way, only
tha' Gml, i b i..ﬁ!rlc gm:«im {s, wr‘»bu vic Ins owg
vizvs, (o hong us o tepentatace apd retcrmagen ?

it G.! ih ull avert dhe impcn-‘mg ju i;mrms shag
thicaren vs, amil Wwe 1ema'n impenizent, 1 w.uid culy
feive to Laiden, wiflesd of (cfiewng t us, ard theree
fuic would be a cuile. ndical ot a bicfhug.

Ii we were a haiy andd viriuous pesspic, a'l the combine
ed preveers iof carth and hell could n-1 havm us,

Leous then exan: ne eur hivatic n—A-¢ wein genesal
a vistuous people ¥ Have we geoil ruters at ine helm
of povernm-mi ? [t thele th ngs are umt fo, we have
seaton o tear; fog Pi v xx-x, 1t Wicnthe 12h enus
are 1 auth .ty the pe-ple wej ice 3 hur when the wicked
bear rule, the peuple m uin, Ween the waked rife,

‘en hide themielves, bu- when they por:th the o hreous

gsibe.  Hove we contivaed low proveking it 1 %e

pCi )
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@ 10 ¢ 're the paverrment of this world to his znemies
Tis veald was wade by Cunit, it was yedecmed by
Wi 1 1s upheld by him, for h sown glory & pleafuie,
3.4 v hiay e fole g sernmont of dus and all aurlds %
aud add he vataalldeerds that this worll can anfiwver s,
to fabfcive ihic b“ 5ous caufe f e ktdccmﬂ, and uf
grdemgnon.

Audcan e ox~c® harp'nes and preiperity, whilg
the oter and con f= of wivie s (o mverced, zud thy
weikl, m.de, redeem-d, and upheld by C i, is ma-ls
fuch an awtul profiitute, 2nd uled in a manncr, and {- ¢
puipof-s O repuanancw the dohn of the greai and righi-
fui Kinr a:l awi-er.

Lad ket s (x3n n= onr feelings and condul in thels
e {podiey, ard 1¢joiz e that vur governor has regucdlcd us
o gray, that rulers nn be nen of prety, crios 10 vl
decis, and a prasfe 1o fuch asdo well ¢ as thisas dzang
infinuates, that we fh =uid give our fulirs cs to fucin and
only foch, asshou hhz hd ecore@-d it ever fo exphicte.
ly : and e aflared, that wh-n we bzcome a haoty, lhe-n,
end not Gil then, fhalt we be a happe prople ; and 10
piav for pCJC‘ atl pre 'pﬂ uy, many olicr way, W'vtﬁ,‘
be l ke puvmg fos healh e iliaar bring healad of ik
nefs; or for e2f: 25 comt-rr, withons the caufe of pa.n
bzing n'm'*vc.! : orbke mikon: a fiie, on 1 colid da‘k
winter’s mipht, 10 fupply the went ot the 1pive and licag
of the fummer’s tun. 1..r the growii of vevera 1cn.

Rea.ze thelefvlemn uuths, aud way the L-ud fpare |
Ris pcoyle. :
AMEx,



