' -

INCONGR RES S,

' SATURDAY, MarcH 16, 1776.

N times of impending calamity and diftrefs ; when the Liberties of America are imminently eadan-
gered by the fecret machinaticns and open affaules of an infidious and vindi&ive Adminiftracion, i€
becotes the indifpenfible duty of thefe hitherto free and happy Colonies, with true penitence of

heart, and the moft reverent devotion, publickly to acknowledge the over-ruling providence of God ;
to confefs and deplore our offences againft him ; and to fupplicate hisinterpofition for averting the threat-
ened danger, and profpering our ftrenuous effores in the caufe of Frzepon, Virtue and PostrmiTy.

Tur Concress therefore, confidering the warlike preparadions of the Britith Miniftry to fubvert
our invaluable rights and privileges, and to reduce us by fire and {word, by the favages of the wilder-
nefs and our own domeflics, to the moft abje® and ignominous bondage: Defirous, at the fame time,
to have people of all ranks and degrees, duly imprefled with 2 folemn fenfe of God's fuperintending
providence, and of their duty devoutly to rely in all their lawful eaterprizes on his aid and direc-
tion—doearneftly recommend, ¢hat F R { D A Y, the feventeenth day of May next, be obferved
by the faid Colonies asaday of HUMILIATION, FASTING, and PRAYER;
thac we may with uniced hearcs confefs and bewail our manifold fins and tranfgreflions, and by a fincere
repentance and amendment of life, appeafe his righteous difpleafure, and through the merits and media-
tioa of Jefus Chrift, obtain his pardon and forgivenefs ; humbly imiploring his affiftance to fruftrace the
crucl purpofes of our unnatural enemics ; and by inclining their hearts to juftice and benevolence, prevent
che furcher effufion of kindred blood. But if continuing deaf to the voice of rezfon and humaaity, and
inﬁeiibly bent on defolation and war, they conftrain us to repel their hottile invafions by open r.fiftance,
that it may pleafe the Lord of Hofls, the God of Armies, to animace our Officets and Soldiers with invin-
cible fortitude, to guard and prote@ them in the day of battle, and to crown the Continental arms by
fea and land with vi@ory and fuccefs: Earneftly befeeching him to blefs our civil Rulers and the Repre-
fencatives of the People in their feveral Aflembliesand Conventions; to preferve and ftrengthen their Union,
to infpire them wich an ardent difinterefted love of their Coﬁntry; to‘givc wifdom and fhabilicy to cheir
Councils; and direct them to the moft efficacious meafures for eftablithing che Rights of America on the
'moft honourable and permanent bafis—that he would be gracioufly pleafed co blefs all his People in chefe
‘Colonies with Health and Plenty, and graat that a fpiric of incorruptible Patriotifm and of pure undefiled
Religion may univerfally prevail ; and this Continent be fpeedily reftored to che bleflings of Peace and
Liberty, and enabled to tranfmic them inviolate to the lateft Poftericy. And it is recommended to
Chriftians of all denominations to affemble for Public Worfhip, and abftain from fervile Labour on the

faid Day. By Order of Congrefs,
JOHN HANCOCK, PrRESIDENT.

Aitef. CHARLES THOMSON, Secretary.
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