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Asking amiss and not receiving :

¢ JAMESiV-s.

Yeast and reccive mot, because ye sk emiss, that ye pay consume it upon.
your lusts. '

<

o THE pen-men of {cripture and the preachers whofe fere;
pons it records addrefs mankind of every charaéter. They not oniy:
fay things of the g.od, and of the bad 3 but {peak direcly to themy
in the fccond perfon ; patting it to the (onfcrence of each ene to
make the applicai;orn which fuits himfelf. ¢ Blefled are ye, when
men thall revile you and perfecute you,” faid Chrift) “*and fayali man.
ner of cvil againit you falsely for my fake.” And at another time,
** woe uato you, S.ribcs and Pharifees, hypocrites | for ye pay tithe of
mint, anifé, and cummin, and have omtted the weightier matters
of the law, jaftice, mercy and faith” ¢ From whence come ware
and fightingsy-among ‘you ? atks the apoftic James ; ** come they not
heace, even of your lufts that war in your members ? Ye luft, sad
kave not ; ve kili and deflire to have, and cannot obuain ; ye hight and
war, et ye have not, becaufe ye alk not : Ye afk and receive not, bea
caufe ye atk amifs, that ye may confume i# upon your lufts.”

A firft thought, polibly might be, tha: there is a contradition in
faying, ¢ ye have not, becaule ye atk not 5 and, ““ye afk and receive
mot.” The {eeming inconfitence is eafilv removed. There arc two
ways of doing it,in cach of which the two aifertiuns may f-irly be thewn
0 agree with truti), and with each other.

As among the chriftians to whom the apoftle wrote, there weve men
of different charalzrs, fo among the wicked it -may be fuppofed there
were diffsrent prallices in regard to prayer W{\ile fome of them
wholly negleed it,at leaft in thewr ordinary living, & efpecially in the
glofet, others maintained the form, tho’ without the cflence of the du-
ty. Fo the firlt of thefe it might truly be faid, * ye have not, be-
caufe ye afk not,” and to the others, * ye afk znd ye receive not, be-
caule ye afk amifs.”

Another folution is, the word afk has different meanings. In one
fenfe of it, they who afk always are heard. Chrift teaches the doc-
trine ; ¢ every onc that afkech receiveth.”  Taking :he word in this
{enfe, the wicked do not afk.  Atter all their forms and pretences of -
praving, they may be told, ¢ ye have not, becaufs ye afk aot.” gﬂt
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s another fenfe of the word, and one in which they are much accu(-
tomed to ufe it, they do afk ; for they ufe words of prayer but they
¢ peceive not,” at feaft itis often fo § becaufe : afk amifs.”
A ferious and very interefting enguiryarifes from the text: Whea
do men afk amifs, that they may confume it upon their lufts &
After replying to this enquiry it will be ro&ct, that fome obferva.-
tions be made on men’s not receiving becaule they afk amifs.
' | The question is to be answered,

1. When do men afk amifs,that they may confume it on theirlufts ? -
A remark may be made on the word lufts. The apoftle ufes the ex-
pretiion ¢ that y& may ¢onfume i# upon your lufts*” In the common
uf: of the worJ, lufts are impure defires or indulgences, which area
violation of the feventh commandment of the two tables of the divine
law. But the word has a more extenfive fignification, including all
unholy inclinations. The apoftle Panl notices luft as foxbidden in the
teath commandment : I had not known luft,” he obferves, ¢ except
the law had faid, Thou fhalt not covet.” As a reafon for not loving thie
world,nor the things of it,another apoftlefaith,* all that is in the world,
the luft of the flefh, the luft of the eyes, and the pride of life, are not
of the Father, but of the ‘world.”> Our Saviour alfo ftates that ¢ the
cares of the world, and the deceitfulnefs of riches, and the lufls of
other things entering in choke the word.” At another time, he tells his
hearers, ¢ ye are of your father the devil, and the lufts of your father
ye will do " which he illuftratés by faying the devil © was a murderer
from the beginning and abode not in' the truth.”  All men, therefore,
who are atuated by hatred of their fellow men, the principle from
which murder proceeds, and are given to lying, do the lufts of the
devil, " e : | |
In the text the apoftle feems immediately to intend the indulgence
of earthly mindednefs ! forhe adds, * ye -dulterers and adulterefles,
know .¢ not that the friendfhip of the worldis enmity with God.”
"The ‘covenant of God with his péople conftituies a fpiritual marnage.
Hence all their affe@ions,which violate his covenant,are {piritual whore-
dom, lufts of the flefhly mind. The term, therefore, belongs to all the
wicked propenfities of a people profefling godlinefs. The apoftic who
ufes the word in the text, faith in another chapter, ¢ every man is
tempted when is dtawn away of his own luft, and enticed. Then when
luft hath concetved, it bringeth forth fin.” | .
© he queftion to which a reply 15 to be made is, when do men afk a-
mifs that they miy confumeit upon their lufts ? An anfwer will be
given in feveral particulars. * - S
1. Men afk amifs that they may confume it on their lufts, who,
when praying, love themfelves more thantheylove God.
The firt duty of a moral agent is to love God. While this love is
. wranting every thing in the heartisout of order. Thereis no holi-
nefs, no right defire ; nothing that in any degree fulfils the firft obli-

_gation of a creature. v
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A great queftion is, who, fhall be God ¢ Ts this honor givento the
Deity ¢ or do you arrogate it ‘o vourfelves ? The carnal mnind, which
is enmity sgaioft God, refufe. aim the love which belongs te Jehovah
and will not own him asGod. Its language is, I will be God, I will
love and feek myfelf, will confult my own good, my honor, my pleaf-
ure, and will be the firlt object of my own affeQions. 1In this temper
and praQice, men become asgods to know good and evil. e
make an idol of themfelves, are lovers of their own things, and delight.
¢d with theirlufts ; and if they pray to Godthey afk his aid, it may
be his bleffing, that they may confume it on themielves, in giving in-
dulgence to their untoly inclinations. .

hen any of you pray without love to God, without acquiefcence,
in his high claims of divine authority and fovercignty, and without
_ complacency in his infinite perfeCtions, who is the abject of your high.
eft regard ? whofe good is fought 2" Is it for God, or for yourfcives
that you pray and atk favors ? Being wholly felfith in your affetions,
and having no friendly refpeét for his glory and your otjet is only to
yourown good. To prayin this manneristo alk amifs to confume.
st on your lufts. |
" Mankind are not felf-fufficient. They need mems of happinefs,
and even of prefervation, which they cannot command merely by
power and refources in themfelves. If they have riches and mears of
enjoyment, the blefing of God is ftill neceflary to health and profper-
ity. ‘They may think it fitto pray, even if they have no true love to
Deity. But what are their prayers, proceeding from hearts at enmit
with the obje& of theiradoration ? why doyouafk Cod for favors,while
you do not love him #* You dare not fay your hearts honor him- in of
tering fuch requefts. Your obje& is yourfeives. While hating God
you with to induce him to defriend you, and to add to your means, not
of glorifying him, but of fervix}g yourfelves. You pray him to give
you tokens of good, to gratify feelings uunfriendly to his authonty;
and to promote indulzences of appetites oy affetions, in which he is
not regarded. All s for yourfelf. Your own beu:; and happinefs
are your obje of firft regard. Your belly or vourlelf is yourgod :
your idol, the creature whichas refpets your affetions and fervice,
you exalt into the place of the Deity, and feat on the throne of Jcho-
vah. To people in this practice God fpake by his prophet, ¢ when ye
fafted and mourned, in the fifth month and in the feventh month,even
thefe feventy years did ye at all faft unto one, even tome ¢ And when
ye did eat, and when yedid drink, did yenot eat for yourfelves, and
drink for yourfelves ¢ ,

In faftingas well as in keeping feafts, if men clo not love God, they
refpect themfelves more than they do him, and in reality are gratify.
g their felfithnefs, and aiming at their own advantage or pleafure. as
much as when they give dire¢tindulgence to their appetites, or world-
ly affeCtions.

2. Men afk amifs that they may confume it on their lufts, who in
praying look ultimateiy to their own good,and not to the glory of God.

It
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It is to be expected that the higheft objelt of love willbe firft re-
arded in afking favors. Love to God fecks his glory 3 love of your-
elves looks to your good, or imagined good, your honor, wealth and
dcafure.

l,k'la‘hfc firt command of the gofpelis, * thou fhalt love the -Lagd thy
God withall thy heart.” Another divine command, implied in itis,
¢ whether ye eat or drink or whatfoever ye do, do all to the glory of.
God.” Theregard to God which fhould govern all your a&ions and-
indulgences thould dictate your prayers. His will- and glory fhould
always have a commanding authority in your heart ; and your will and
defires be fo obedient to him, as ta difpol{'. you, even in the warmeft are
dor of fupplication, to imitate Chrift in faying t6 God, * nat my will
but thine be done.” But ifa totally contrary difpofition prevail in
your prayers, if the willand glory of Deitv be lefs refpeted than
the gratification of yourfelves, you afk not aright Your views are:
felfifh and not according to the gofpel ; you feek not that he may be
glorified, or that you may be in condition to honor him, but that you:
go;:rfelvqs may be pleafed, your own cnds an{wered, and ycur luils in-

ulged.

. Youmaypray far continuance of life, health familyand perfonal
mercies ; for a kind ordering of the weather, fruitful feafons and an
increafe of wealth, and for improvement in knowledge and. capacity
for vfefulnefsinlife. But whatis your motive? To what end do
you look in afking {uch things ? Is itthat Gad may be ferved and hone
ored ¢ that your means of glorifying him may be profpered to bring a
larger-tribute of praife to his name ? Do you with to haveall your a-
bility fanQified to his fervice ! And is it your defire to kve to him, te
give him all the fruit of your labors and prayers, and tobe only inftru.
ments of miniftering to his caufe 2 1f fuch be not your views & withes;
but on the'contrary, you pray Godto give you life ‘and health, prof-
perity and riches, .refpeét among men and means of enjoying pleaf-
ure, becaufe thefe in themfelves are pleafing, and you delight in vour
own goed : If your view be confined, and reach na further than your
own intereff and gratification : If you wifh to live to yourfelves;
to poflefs things - for your own fake ; thc temper of your heart is
wrong, you worfhip an idol, make yourfelf you. god ; and alk amils tq
¢onf{ume it upon your lufts. o

It may be lawful to defire and pray that God will give bodily and

menial vigot, diicretion to manage bufinefs, and fuccefs in affairs:

You may fuitably afk him to profper your undertakings, blefs vour
families and cousitry with health; make your oxen ftrong to labor,and
your beafts and your land friutful 5 give the former and latter rains in
feafon and in merey 5 enrich your harvefte with plenty, and blefs all
your work. Put it isan interefting queftion—For whom are these
things afked 2 Do.vou look to yoyrfelves only 2 oris the glory of God

ultimately in your defire ? Is it for him that you wifh to exjoy good ;
that you may be tharkful, diligent in his employ, and have means o
J ine to what degree

doine hi ) u willing that he determi
oing him honor ? Are you.willing ha to
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" to truft you with his geoda for his fervice, and what ability to beftow to
be devoted to his work ? .

if any felfith inclinations, any luft of the bodc]or mind, produce
the motive for afking, the prayer is not good. Whether fenfuality,
covetoufnefs or pride be to be gratified, the vicw_r being c;rm} cannot
be plealing to God. ‘The prayer is not the facrifice that is fit to be of-
fered onngxc altar of Chrift. ‘

3. Men afk amifs and to cox fume it on their lufts, who pray to ob-
tain things for their 6wn ufe ; their object being to be governed by their
own wifdom and inclination rather than the commands of God.

In praying do you view yourfelf as your own lord 7 orare you God’s
fieward, and wholly his in body and foul ? Isit pleafing tobe under
the reftraints of his laws, and to make his word the fupreme direto-
ry of your ations ? And dc you pray that he would difpofe you to
make a pious ufe of his bounty, as well as commit it 10 your ftew-
ardihip /¢ Why do you defire to poffefs ? is it for God, that you may
yield him obedience, in applying what s his to the fesvice of his king-
dom ? or is it for yourfelf, that you may be a lord of fubftance, have
fomething that you call your own, and ufe it according to your own
difcretion and inclination ¢ . ~

Creatures dependent on God in acquiring and pofl:fling property,
fhould feel themfelves to be dependent in ufingit. The will of the
giver is to be regarded in difpofing of what he has only tent, -aad en-
trufted to your management. |

To pray in a right manner you muft approach God in a firong con-
feioufnieis ot accountablenefs to him, and afk for favors agreeable with
his will, with the determication to be wholly guided by him in ufing
what he may commit to your truft. It muft be your refoluiicn, that
while you enjoy his gifts, you will not indu!ge the lufts ot covetouf-
pefs, pride or {enf{uality, but in a fober and thankful ufe of things as
he allows for your own benefit, will liberally remember the Lord your
God, his worthip and laws, and the miniftring to his poor. |

Have any of you the defire of wealth to affuine imporrance, to feed
the love of earthly treafures to gratify more fr:ely the animal defires,
or to give indulgence to floth and indolence. Do you afpire after a
ftate of iefs dependence on the providente of God, thanm he has ap-
pointed you, that you may live more according to the inclination of
your heart ¢ Be not deceived, nor think that prayers are acceptable to
God, which priceed frain unwillingnefs to be his fervarts. A temper
which is oppofed to entire fubmithon to his will never moves you
to alkk otherwife than amifs.

Dithoneltly in fecking treafures and unfaithfulnefs to God in ufing
them, are alike inconfiftent with pious & believing prayer. God is not
honored by any violations of his commands or departures from purity
of his precepts. The difpofitions of men which dire€t their aétions,
poflefs their hearts when they appear before God. The fraudulere,
the earthly-minded, the fenfual and profane retain their chara&er in

the divine prefence. And they afk his help that their reigning lufts
W. V

Not
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Not only wilful tranfgreffions of God’s law, but omiffions of dutp
and departures from thc way of holinefs and love, which are oo~
cafioned by fin’s blinding the mind, are evideaces of evil inthe heart,
Yoes the frength of appetite, or paffion, or covetoufnefs deceive you,
that you call evil good, and excufe yourfelves either in excefs, or in
negleQts of charity or juftice ? The prayer that is made to countenance
thefe irregularities is not right. Defire not that God {hould minifter
to your fin, or blefs you in ways that are evil, |

Let God be honored both in your cbtaining and ufing his bounty.
Why does he keep vou alive ? why place before you the bleflings of
his providence and grace ? but that you may fcrve him in faith, repent-
ance and new obedience ? His religion requires honefty, fobriery, be-
nevolence, holy affeCtions; and readinefs to yield homage to him in all
the ways of his appointments. Be juft and charitable to men, keep
under your body; ard ferve the Lord Chrift; in all his inftitutions and
commands, with a fincere heart,if you will be emboldened to goin his
name to the throne of grace, to akk for favors, and be accepted in your

Taycrs.. : .

d 4’ Men atk amifs and to confume it on their lufts whofe view isto
lay up their treafure in the prefen: world. .

In making this obfervation,a treafure on earth is to be underftood as
our {aviour fpeaks of it in faying “lay not up for yourfelves treafures
upon earth 3=—butlay up for yourfelves treafures in heaven ;—for
where your treafure is there will your heart be alfo.” Earthly treaf-
ures are not the kind of good which thould principally attraét your
heart, This world is not a fource of fpiritual felicity, and does not
afford 2 laiting home. Your feafon of grace is not given you, tofeek
. a worldly portion 3 but to lay up a heavenly treafure,and prepare
to dwell forever in the kingdoui of God. |

Thofe whofe treafure is on 2arth totally miftake the end for which
Godgives the things of this world. They aét not as probationers for e-
ternity ; but negle their gredt concern ; and over look the one thing
needful.  God is not known by them as the happinefs of the {oul,
Chriit is not valued nor believed in, as the Saviour from death. Theit
prayers therefore cannot be acceptable to God. They atk not foe
right thingsynor in the right manmer. The reigning of lufts in their
heart makes them miftake both their duty and their %:appi.nefs. And
their prayers are carnal and for the things of the world, not for God
and the {piritual felicity of heaven.

"he life of faith refpeéts God asthe chief good & only infinite {ource
of rational fpiritual bleflednefs. Itregards Chrift, as the way to hap-
pinefs ; follows his fteps,and looks forward to heaven as the place of
relt and complete felicity, Believers are ftrangers while cn earth, in
a country thro’ which they are paffing, without making any durable
ftav. Their concern is to keep the right way and finith their courfe
withjoy. When they thall reach their home they expeét to find com-

lete {alvation.  There they lay up their treafures and there are their’
hearts. In this view of things they offer acceptable prayers to God}

And
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And do you thus afk, defiring moral good, a portion in God, and e-
ternal reft in his kingdom ? If any have wilhcs the contrary of thefe,
if all your hopes center on the prefent world, and your only am be
to gain earthly good, your prayers are low and fenfual ; you afk amifs
to confume it upon your lufts. |

§. Men afk amifs who pray without faith in Chrif.

‘Whatever motives may excite you to pray, without believing in Je-
fus the Saviour, you afk not as the gofpel requires, and you have not
the heart which is right with God. Love to his divine excellence ev-
er difpofes to have faith in his Son. And to belicve is his command.
ment. The name of Chrift is effential to thc acceptablenefs of your

rayers. .
l.) V{’hat views induce you to approach the throne of grace ? Docs the
love of God invite ? Itinvites thro’ Chrift, and prom:{es grace to thofe
that come thro’ him to the Father. ¢ Neither is there any other uame
under heaven given among men, by which you muft be faved.”

Do you pray to quiet yeur confcience ? to eftablith a righteoufne(s
of your own ? to move God to grant favors, in regard to ovtward icr-
vices, and words that have no place in yoar hearts ? or to join with
others in pretending to feck God ? How little you know of the gofp-l,
and of yourfelves, if Chriftbe notin your prayers! If you will be
heard rely noton yourfelves, but on ]el{xs, the infinitely meritorious
mediator provided by God ; and with correfponding fentinents and
affeCtions, of repentance, humility, felf loathing on account of fin, love
to God, and defire to give him glory, afk and receive his mercy.

The obfervations which follow will te

II. On men’s not receiving becaufe they afk amifs. ¢ Ye afk,” faid
the apotftle, ¢ and receive not becaufe ye afk amifs.”

It 1s not to be concluded from this that merely men’s receiving any
earthly good, for which they have prayed, evidences that they afked a-

Tight.  God,  who maketh his fun to rife on the evil and on the good,

and fendeth rain on the juft and on the nnjuft,” beftows many tempo-
ral good things, on hypocritical worthippers of him as well as on open
defpifers of his religion. Neither is it to be inferred from the text,
that God never fo far regards prayers, which are deititute of the ei-
fential charalteriftics of gofpel feeking, as to anfwer them inthe gift
of earthly mercies. ¢ Seeft thou,” faid God, to his prophet, * how
Ahab humbleth himfelf before me ? becaufe he humbleth himiclf be-
fore me, I will not bring the evil in his days.” Yecit does not ap-
pear that Ahab’s repentance was evangelical, or his prayer fuch as God
has promifed to hear. A like account is given by the Pfaimi, of

.~ God’s dealing with the children of Ifracl. ¢ Neverthelefs they did

flatter him with their mouth, and they lied unto him with their
tongues : For their heart was not right with him, neither were they
ftedfaft in his covenant.  But he, being fuil of compaflion, forgave tbeir
iniquity and deftroyed zhem not ; yea, manya time he turned his an-

3eraway, and did not Rie up a)l his wrath.” He forgave them, fo

B fer




( 10 )

fit as refpefted his not vifiting with earthly judgments,and turned 4.
day his angerin beflowing undeierved favors.
" Awakened fitnersall pray, and not with the gofpel temper, nor iff
3 iight faith on'ChtiRt.  Bit in many inflances God, according to his
fovereign pleafupe, grants them renewing gtace and falvation.. Bu: it
is belicved, . o | o
." Godhas not covenanted with his people to beftow any wercy inan.
fwer to thiir ‘:s. when they do not afk aright. And there is no
go{pel ME: that binds God to graat even the {malleft favor, tem-
poral o¢ Wtan:!, to thofc who afk amifs to con{fume it on their lufts.
y

Whea in anf{wer to fuch fecking, he,in benevolent fovereignty, gives
!em’?‘qj?:.t kindaeflcs, if the fame wrongcmper of heart continue in uf-
ing his good things, itis to be feared that a curfe rather than a blefling
will artend them. ¢ And he gave them theirrequeft ; but fent lean-
acfs inta théir foul.” ‘ ,

Notvithftanding all the praying, of thofe who afk amifs to confume
1t on their lufts, God difappoints them, and correts themn with his
judgments, as far as he fees to be needful in this world, to teftify a-
gainft their wickednefs and hypocrify. He hates fin, honors holinefs,
and makes himtcif known ia his righteoufnefs,as well as in long {uffer-
ing and compaffionate goodnefs. His holy providences agree with and
fubferve the lefign of his gofpel in declaring againR fin, and in invit-
ing men to repeatance. And, |

All the goos:m which he beftows on the impenitent and ungodiy,
‘comes from infinite love, and belongs to the fyftem of his patience and
forbearance, while he is giving them an opportunity for repentance :
Butitis only in this feafon of his mercy that thofe. who afk wholly a-
mils, to confume it on their lufts, will experience any favor. They
have ali thieir good things now ; unlefs while God waits they repent,
and by the regewing of his {pirit be taught to belicve and love holinefs.

What has been faid may be improved as leading to the following

*refleQtions. : o |
1. R is animportant duty, this day, to fec with what views you afk
God for the favors fupplicated of him

Prayer is a confant and important duty. You fhould pray always |

and, not faint ; and your prayers fhould be evangelical, and acceptable
toGod thro’ Chrift. A day of fafting is particularly intended for a-

bounding and fervency in feeking God: It therefore calls for fpecial

cautiar that you do not afk amifs.

At this time it is important, that you know both your general char-
alter as to religion, and your prefent views in calling on God.  Be-
licvers, being attended with fin, are liable to be influenced by wrong

.

views in praying : the unbekieving never afk aright. How is it with

vou? What temper and defires now poilefs your hearts ¢ Do you

come before God with honorable thoughts of his bcing and provi-

deuce, and with defiresto glorify him ? or are you looking only te
' ' o vourfelves

|
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urfelves, befeeching him to be favorable that you may have all the
iznor_ and the pleafure, that may refult from his kindnefs ? )

Are you fr?e? from fuch finfulind ?I;e asare inconfiftent with
love to God ? fo punQual in kecpiag all gofpiel comnrands,as wil! per-
mit you to faBotha't. in all thmﬁ g:g ‘aié to-have yorsr confcience void
of offence ! Do you maintain fobricty in governitig slyour appetites
and paffions ? Are honefty, juftice and charity confantly pradifed in
your intercourfc with men ¢ And toward Gou, are you v %:‘and pi=
ous in keeping 2llhis ordinances of chriftian worflip # It the ido! of
covetoufnefs wholly excludedfrom your hearts 7 and do you make
fricnds of the mammonof uarightcoufnefs?

Is God feated on his throne in your foul as the objeé?’ of your love,
confidence and joy ? Arc‘;ou difpofed to crutify your flefh with its af-
feQtions to do him honor ¢ And is it your delight to perform his will ?
Even in afflitions are you pleafed, to think that God glorifiés himfelf

in yourJufferings, and makes you an inftryment of pro otk ‘Bis king-
Is his authority fupreme in your heart ? With exattefs and punc-

tuality are you concerned to honor his whole law ?” Aré all his inftitu-
tions refpeted ? Every day and cvery welk do youown him in his
religion ¢ Andis your homage paid to' him joyfully “and fiom the
heart 2 In your ciofets and “familics, and" in Ins - houfe is it 'yblit bufi-
nefs and your delight to worfhip him # znd to worihip him thé jufinite
fpirit, in fpritand truth ¢ - - o0 o 0 U
Have you the love and faith of a cheiftian 2 And a yeal Tolfowsr ,p'(
thc Lamb does each one of yau come biefore thethrone of Gbd.in the
naie of his Son ? With longings‘after heaven,dé you all feek wharcver
you afk for on earth, to help you forward toward glory.? And is it
your whole defire to glorify God and be conduéted - by‘him'tqfwi‘gt?i
natkingdom! - SRR
2. All, who have a witnefs againft themfelves in their confcience,
that when they pray, they afk to confame the gifts of God_upon their
lufts, have reafon’to be alarmed and immediately to" répetit, “ before
God "~ If your heart condemn you God isgreater thin your heart and
knows all things. And are you jmpenitent in fin, unrenewed ifi youg,
wicked heart, indulging” enmity againfl ‘God; dnd ynbelidf: towgar
Chrift ¢ How awfully finfulydu‘are, and ‘expoled to the vepgean oi
diviné wrath 1 "Yoa have néed'of God’k bely] “muft. Ath f'Re doe
not fav you, yet have not the heart to afk him for any good, exo
cunfume it on your lufts. What thought could b¢ mare difrwing’ or
mdre'dcc‘?ly humble the foul, arnd pepluade to yepentince at tye e
of Deity h; —Indeed, - 1T RS s e
3. All have reafon to entertain a humbling fenfe of theit figfuln
and calt. thomfelves of God's medby. thio' the nplaion, of Jebun
Chriff. “Whofe fins do not witnefs'againft him ?"'I ‘,&@f be not enc--
mics in heart to God, are you not, as a prophet’ confefled for hinfelf,
of unclean lips? and do you'not AW améhg 4 people of ug-
clean lips? You._‘fhgulq,imqgm‘?“fg‘r’tﬁé"\ db b Jt&éhlg “and fog.
§ Mo your
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your own fns. God's children thould fearch themfeives 10 put away
their remaining impurity, the wickednefs that fo much befets them.
Have you known the mergy of God ? Is your cemfidence in Chrift,
and haye you boldnefs in going to the throne of gracethro’ him ? in
his name caft yourfelvesinto the arms of God's love, and truft whelly
to {overeign S::e, while you afk and plead for needed mercies.

4 Whea God jn anger withholds good and fends evil, it is o be
imputed aot to want of benevolence in him, but to wickedznefs in Lis
peopk’l “Howready God is to do goed ¢ His name. which (x}mﬂ‘cs

e difpofition of his kear, is love. How eafy is the way to his faver ¢
¢ Afk and ye fhall receive.” But alas ! how oppofed mea are to this
way of receiving good ? Too proud to own their neceflity and unwor-
thinefs, too ly minded to be fatisfied with fpiritucl bleflings and
only a fullficiency of warldly favors, they cither negle@® prayer, or afk
amifs, that they m‘uconfumc it upon their lufts, When the Lord's
people thes requite him for his favors, let not s goodnefsbe im-

gor doubted, the’ to correR them he withuold mercies and
g7 the

;- -Affictive’ vilitations, and tokens of anger appearingin the ways
of te call upon us to fearch our m‘y::rmd l::nr hearts that we
may turn to Godand feek him aright for his mercy. While many
greatmercies invite to praife God forhis goodnefs, there are things
whichi {eftify againit us, and witnefs that we have offended. 1n our
2atioy, the irt of paity, which prevails and the exceffes which it oc-
¢afions, are darkly threatening to our hiberties. The ;
ficknefles with which particular cities and towas have been vifited an
this among others the two laft years are 3)o indications of God’s right-
¢ous difplealure. I.may add his unufual ordering of the weather, .
wihholding the rain in a time of drovght the: lxft fammser, and lately
greatly increafing the fnow, tothe ‘diftrefs of many, in an affelling
' magner demands we confider our ways, while we feek his bleffing te
artend us the coming year. No doubt there are fins among us, which
provoke God to threaten us with evil,and to bring calamities upon us.
In what baye thefe fins been committed ? in our treatment of God and
dis worthip ? in our dealings one with another ? or in our attention
%0 ourfelves ? Weare called upan to examine ourfelves, and fearch
eut the ¢vil, that we may put it away. Chriftians, does the fin lie at
your door ? or Q impenitent finners is it with you ?

God’s pouting om fritit on many different towns in difRrent

rts of the couantry, thould awaken our concern for ougfeives, while
- encourlangzx us to feck the Lord, in turning uofeignedly to him.

s -

6. Sincerity and circam{pe® walking in the fear of God fhould
Rccompany our fafting and atking for his mercy. He looks to our
hearts, and fees all our views in whatever we do.  The world fpreads
many foiresinour way. Qur hearts arc deceitful and wicked. But
if we walk uprightly with holy watchfulness iu the feaiof God we
may afk in the name of Chrift and the Lord will hear us.
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SERMON, & - -

L - ke -

JEREMIAH v. 3 3
| How shall I pardon thee jor this ?—

dl.in%,vhichwerewﬁmmveﬂ

written for our le: \ they are all profitable for doftrine, for re.
proof, for corre&tion, &Rion in rightcoufnefls—are as mach fo
to us as they ever were to . e .
were firft addreffed to the :

were a wicked people—laden withyw,
defign of our rulers in fetting apart thi
finful people, that thefe words aré chofen
meditations. May we all have ears to hear,
I Propofc in the enfuing difcourfe, | .

1. To confider the charge againft the people of

S e b o icomors of this mode of ocikivg, H N
II. Illuftrate the import of thi ¢ of Ipedking, kow
don thee for this ? I am e il

3 “ “

I. To confider the charge againft t'fe‘liﬂ)lll‘? of God, or m
what they had done ? o revalence of wickeduc |

The charge was, a general prevalence of wickednefs among them,
notwith!ta;%igng the variety of excellent means they cnjoyédot:gptevent
it. Particularly.
ff!:- Deceit—ver. 27. A acage is full of bivds, fo ave their boufes full
(/] t‘ﬂf 3 —

2. Injuftice.—ver. 28. ige aet the canfe, the 3¢ father-
hﬁ,—an{l the right o f the md?d?&“:d fud, W atd

3. Hypocrify in religion.—ver. 2. And theugh they fay, the Lordliv.
éth , [urely they fwear jalfely.—To fay,—The Lord liveth—to (wear to
him, is an expreffion ufed in fcripturs to denote, the making a Jolema
srofcﬂ'fon love to God, and engaging obedience to his will. The
Jews, in Jeremiah’s time, fwore in this manuer ; bift they fwore
falfely : for their hearts were not right. They were formal and byp-
ocritical.  Saith God to Jeremiah, Fudah Bath rot turned unte me with
ber whole beart, but _g.gudl . .

They made clean ¢ outﬁd{ of the cup and {t&pfdkr, but within were
Jull of extortisn and excefs. They had the form of religion,were high in
their profeffions of regard toit ; but their hitory makes it clearly evi-

4. Another

dent, that their faith, and profeflions were vain.
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< 4. Another thing in the charge againit this people was, their genes.
al connivance at wickednefs—a general failing in with the vices of
thofe times. ver. 1. Run g toand fro through the fircets of Ferufalem,
and fee new, and knew, and feck :n the broad places theyesf, if ye can find a

man, if there be any that execuleth judgment, that feeketh the truth ; “and I

e/l pardonit. The expreflions here are very ftrong, and very ftrik-
ingly manifeft the favorable manner, in which, fin was generally
viewed.

Notwithftanding the vices, wh.ch have been mentioned, and many
otherg,prevailed at that time,yet faw,very few,next to none werefound.
who dared to ftand up for God aguinft the workers of iniquity. Tacy
rather connived at their iniquity, and fo become partakers ~*tF: them
in it: for when we do not exert ourfelves to prevent fir 4 others we
Pplunge iuto the guilt of their fins.
~ There is no one but can do formething dir
-vent others from finning : but fo general w fe, the reft were flont and
. : . . _eice,
that while the maltitude pratifed Ve them.  S.ith God to the

Snallive, or, went down the fiream , )

propbet, Ran ge to and fro thraugh *fF i T . cade e
“and ) b in the es thereof, if v can find a man, 1f there
ani know, and feck in 1b: bmtbat Jeeketh tb: truth. ’

. g
Be any that ewecuteth “%hc,t firft made fearch among the poor : and,

rd
‘& dl th? n;f::h \a} ¢$ were executirg judgracnt—any among them who
were feckipe-0C truth ¢ Notone.——I will get me unto the great men,
fays he ¢~ Jpeak snto them : far they kave known the away of the Lord,
gudgment of their God. And did he meet with any better fuc-

and | :’tl}ere? No : for hear what he fays, Thofe bave altoge:her broken the

ccc:aml busf? the bapd:s.~It was more juftly expeled of them that they
‘(?nld execute judgment and feek the tructh than of many others of
their nation. ‘LTheir influence was greater, and more extenfive.
Tkofe in afluence, may, like Job, do much in the caufe of truth and
righteou{nefs—efpecially, thofe who are clothed with authority, and
bear the fword of civil power. Thefe may, and ought to be minifters
‘of God for geod—avengers of the wrongs of ethers. Oneof thefe
may do much to prevent wickednefs, and much to encourage virtue.—
Bur the great men among the Jews did not exert their influence for
the advantage of the people : they countenanced and encouraged them
in all their wickednefs.

" And oot only their wealthy men, and civil rulers, but even their
priets and prophets, who were under fpecial obligation to difcounten.
ance wickednefs and encourage virtue, did much to bring the latter in-
to contempt, and much to ftrengthen the hands of the wicked. They
‘werc greatly corrupted.—ver. 30,31 A wonderful and horrible thing is

ecyt Orindiretly to pre-
ae infe@ion at that time,

commutted in the land—The prophets prophefy falfely,and the priefts bear vule

by their means. 'Chis is a horrible thing indced | 1t is a fvmptom pe-
culiarly threatening and dangerous to a people.  Not any thing is to be
‘looked :or, but judgment without mercy, when, not only the poor, the

body of the people and gheir rulers and men of influence, bu; evet:
thewr—




|
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tacir moral teachers fall in with the current of wickednefs and ¢~
down the ftrcam.

g. Another thing in tixe charge againft the people of God was the
epcn idolatry and great licenticufnefs 2mong the rifing gencration,
V. 7. 1bychildren bave forfakes me and jworr by them thit are mo g 7
when I had fed them to the ful', they then committed adul'ery, and affembied
shemfelves by troops inthe harles’s boufes,  Though the form of rveli_ion
was fupported, yet there were thofe, who, were open in their oppoli-
#on to the living God, and fell off to idolatry. This was efpecialiy
the cafe with the rifing generation.—T 8y cheidh e bave forfoken me —
dvhen 1 kad fed them 15 the full, they then committ:d adultery. When pa?
feats grow formal in religior, rcligious education is neglefted ; and
the dreadful confequence is, licentionfnefs in ycuth and’ apoftaty’
from the true religion—even open apoftacy. |
< In thefe vices which have been particularly fpecified is contained
everykind of vice: all kinds of wickednefs ¢ accompany or flow’ front”
them, where thefe are, the;e is every evil work. |

And thefe, and all kinds of wickednefs, which were then pra@ifed,
were agzravated by the peculiar advantages that people =njoyed, and,
by ali the difplays of mercy and judgment, in which, God had' paffed
before them, ver. 3. 1hou Boft firicken them, but they bave not griev -
ed s thou baft confumed tiem, but they bave riﬁﬁd to receive corveltion -
they bave made their foces harder than a rock ; they kave refujed 2o ve~
Lurn. '

Oh the whole, fuch is the charge exhibited againft the Snfal people
of God, with reference to which, he faith, How thall I pardon thee for
this ? Itis with reference to thele kinds of wickednefs that God faich,
ball Ino vift for thele thines @ Shail not my foul be avenged on fuck a na-
tion a5 this ? And is it not our duty, and may it not be highly advanta-
geous to us to reflect for a moment and examine, whether this charge
does not lie againft usin fuch a degree, as that we have juft reafon to
tremble ? '

1. Isthere not much deceit among us ?

2. Isthere not much injuftice ? Who is infenfible of the prevalence
of this wickednefs, in its various kinds ? :
* 3. Is not hypocrify in religion alf to be found amongus 2 We call
ourfelves the people of God, and fwear by his name, a:d make the
moft {olemn profeflions of love and obedience to him. We cali Chriit,
Lord, I.ord—but alas, what formality, what hypocrify are difcovera-

- ble among us ! what lukewarmnefs, what indiff:rence to the great
doClrines ofgbe gofpel, and the life of religion in the heart ! And is it
‘mot 2 lamentable fad, that, as to many of us, we have only a mame to

live ? We come together as God’s people while yet our hearts go out
after our covetoufnefs.—Shall I here mentio.. the profanation of
God’s name, the profanation of kis fabbath ? How do #b> waps of lim
mourry becaye fo few cae to the folemn feafls !—Thefe are fins which
prevaill among us here—which abound in almoft every part of our

land, and which bid defiaace to heaven; and be thefe, many bold of.
- a fanders




























































































































