By his ExprLLENCY

WILLIAM &REENE Efg

Governor, Captain-General, and Commander in Chief, of and over the State of
' - Rbode-Ifland and Previdence Plantations.

A P R OCUL A MATTI O N

7 HERE A S the Moft Honorable the Congrefs of the United States of America did, on the
' Ninetoenth Day of March laft, pafs the following Refolve, 0 wir :

“ T H E Goodnefs of thc Supreme Being to dl his rational Creatures demands their Acknowledg-
ments of Gratitude and Love: his abfolute Government of this World dictates, that it is the Intereft of
cvery Nation and People ardently to fupplicate his Favour, and implore his Protcétion.

¢ When the baft_of Dominion, or lawlefs Ambition, excites arbitrary Power to invade their Rights, ar
endiavour 16 wreft ffom a People their facred and {nvaluable Privileges, and compels them, in Detence of
the fame, to saeoupter ali the Horrors and Calamj,;'t of a bloody and vindictive War ; then is that Pecple
loudly called upon to fly unto that God for P-ofecion, who hears the Crics of the Diftrefled, and will
not turn a deaf Ear to the Supplication of the Opprefied. '

¢ Greai-Britain, hitherto left to infatuated Councils, and to purfuc Meafures repugnant to her own
Intereft, and diftrefling to this Country, ftill perfifts in the Defign of fubjugating thefc United States,
which will compel us into another ad&ive and perhaps bloody Campaign.

¢ The United States in Congrefs affembled, thersfore, taking into Confideration our prefent Situation,’
our multiplied Tranfgreflions of the holy Laws of cur God, and his paft Aés of Kindnefs and Goodnefs
towards us, which we ought to record with the livelicil Giatitude, think it their indifpenfible Duty to call
upon the feveral States to fet apart the laft Thurfday in April nest, as a Day of Faﬂing,‘Humiliation and
Prayer, that our joint Supplications may then afcend to the Throne of the Ruler of the Univerfe, befiech-
ing him to diffufe a Spirit of univerfal Reformatida among all Ranks and Degrees of our Citizen:, and
to'make us an holy, that fo we may be an happy Pedple: That it woutd pleafc him to impart Widom, In_.
tegrity and Unanimity, to our Counfdlors ; to blefs and profper th: Reign of our illuilrious Ally, and
give Succefs to his Arms employed in the Defence of the Rights of human Nature : That he voould fimile
upon our military Arrangements by Laud and $ca; adminifter Comfort and Confolation to our Prifoners
in a cruel Captivity ; prote& the Health and Life of our Commander in Chicf ; grant us Victory over our
Enemies ; eftablith Peace in all our Borders, and pive Happinefs to all our Inhabitatts: That he would
profper the Labour of the Hufbandman, making the Earth yield its Increafe in Abundence, and give a
proper Seafon for the Ingathering of the Fruits thercof : That he would grant Succefs to all engaged in
lawtul Trade and Commerce, and take under his Guardianfhip all Schools and Seminarics of Learning, and
make them Nurferies of Virtue and Piety : That he would incline the Hearts of all Mca to Peace, and fill
them with univerfal Charity and Benevclence and that the Religion of our Divine Redeemer, with all its
benign Influences, may cover the Earth as the Waters cover the Seas.

« Done b the United States in Congrefs affembhd, this Ninercenth Day of March, in the Year of cur
Lord One Thoufand Seven Hundred and Eighty-1wo, and in the Sixth Year of cur Independence.
JOHN HANSON, Prefident.

« Arreff. Cuarces Tuomsox, Sec'ry.”

I H A VE therefore thought fit, by and with the Advice of fuch Members of the General Affembly =
1 have had the Opportunity of confulting, to iffue this Proclamaticn, t-- make known the fame; and to re-
commend to the Inhabitants of ¢his State, that, abftaining from all Sports and fcrvile Labour, they obferve
the faid laft Thurfday in April as a Day of Fafting, Humiliation ard Prayer, agrecable to the faid F efolve,

Given under iny Hand, and the Seal of the faid State, this Thirtcenth Day of April, A.D. 1782, anu =

the Sixth Year of Indetendence.
WILLIAM GRELNL

By bis Excellency’s Command,
HexrY Warp, Sec’ry.

Gop fave the United States of _“werica.
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