CoMMONWEALTH of MASSACHUSETTS.
By H I S H ON OR

Thomas Cushing, Eiq.

LiEUuTENANT-GOVERNOR of the Commonwealth of MAsSSACHUSETTS.

PROCLAMATION,

For A PUBLIC FAST.

YT being our indi/j&ergﬁzzle duty to acknowledge G O D in all our ways, and commit all our affairs, both public end
private, to bis gracious direttion : and as the time is approacking wherein it has been ufual, according to the law-

dable prattice of this country, for the peoplc, on a day fet apart for the purpofe, to bumble themfelves bejore Almighty -
G O D, and implore bis bleffing upon the bufinefs of the enfuing year :

H A VE thought fit to appoint, and with the advice and confent of the Council, do appoint, THURSDAY
the feventh day of ArriL next, to be obferved as a day of gencral Fastine and Praver throughout this
Commonwealth,—hercby calling upon minifters and people, of all denominations, to afiemble toget.
that day, and with one heart and one voice, to humble themfelves before the Throne of Grace, penitendiy
coniefling their manifold fins, and imploring the pardoning mercy of Almighty G OD through the merits of Jusus
CurisT 3 and offering up their fervent prayers, that he would beftow upon us all needful bleflings, ofpeciaily that he
would profper the Councils of the United States in Congrefs affembled, and of the General Court of this Common-
wealth, giving them wifdom, firmnefs, and unanimity, and dire@ing them to the beft meafures for the public good -
that he would be pleafed to preferve and ftrengthen our union, blefs our allies, and render the connexion formed b
the United States and thofe nations, a mutual and lafting benefit @ that he would be pleafed to give a public fpirit to
all perfons whatfoever, efpccially to fuch as arc in civil authority, exciting them to purfue the great intereft off reli:, fon,
and the peace and profperity of their country: that he would be pleafed to blefs our hufbandry, by yranting us fitable
{cafons for the fruits of the carth, and, in duc time, a plentiful harveft : that he would profper our trade, navigation,
and fithery : that he would continuc our health, and prevent mortal ficknefs from fpreading among us :  that he would
continuc our religious and civil privileges, and blefs all fchoels and feminarics of learning: and above all, that he
would make us a truly penitent and reformed people, and caufe induftry, frugality, and temperance, with all other
moral and chriftian virtucs, to prevail among us @ that the Chriftian religion, in purity and power, may be  greatly
advanced throughout the land, and that all nations may be brought into the fpiritual kingdom of our Lord and
Saviour Jesus Curist, and the whole earth be filled with his glory.  And it is carheftly reccommended to all people

throughout this Commonwealth, to obferve faid day as a day fct apart for religious worfhip, and to abftain from all
fervile labour and rccreation thereon.

Given at the Council-Chamber, in Bofton, the twenty-fisth day of Fcbruary, in the year of cur Lord one thoufand
Jeven bundred and cighty-frve, and in the ninth year of the independence of the United Staies of America.

By His Honor’s Command, THOMAS CUSHING.

With the advice and confent of the Council,

JOHN AVERY, jun. Sccretary.

GOD fave the Commonwealth of MassaCHUSETTS.



