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y P LOR the information of those who are not acquainted with tfie
circumstances which occasioned the ensuing discourses, the foilow=
ing extracts are here inserteds from a Cw cuiar, adiressed b u the
Sirst Church in Sandwich to the friends of Zion, soliciting ad in
the erection nf' a new Mecting House.

¢« On the 18th of July, 1811, the Parish [in Qandwxchj passed a vote,
by a small majority, to close th(, meeting-house aghunst our ;.asm,
Rev. Mr. Burr, and to engage another preacher to suppls his place;
whereby the church, consisting of between two and three huu(lwd
members, has been leducul to the paiuful alternative, of either hear-
mg a ple.lcher, in whose appointmeat they have uo voice, and of
whose doctrines they cannot approve, or, meeting for WOIbhlp na
dwelling house, in which many canuot hear, and all are poorly accom=
modated. For more than nineteen months we have preferred the lat-
ter alternative—have experienced great incouvenience and incurred
considerable expense—have made every exertion, which a seuse of
duty dictated, to recover our former right in the meeting-house, par-
sonage, &L.—-and are at length constrained to give up all hope of
success while we remain united with the parish, uuless we relinguish
a right, in our view, finitelv more valuable, that of choosing our
own minister. A new society has lately been formed and absomdted
witit the church, by the name of the Calvinistic Congregational So-
cictiy in Sandwich, over which, by their unanimous desire, our Pas-
tor was 1stalled on the 17th nst.

““Though our loss in point of property, considering our circum-
stances, 1s very great, vet we trust we are enabled, i1 some measure,
to take joyfully the spoiling of our goods, for conscience’ suke. T he
parsonage and parish pro )erty, exclusive of the meeting-house, was
worth from 245 to 330 dollars a year. About half the pews in the
meeting-house were owned by the chnreh and qocx(,ty now associated
with i 1t, amounting to upwards of 2,500 dollars,”



FAST SERMON.

2 CHRONICLES XXv, 0.
“ But what shall we do for the hundred laients

THE enmity, which was put between the seed of the serpent and
the seed of the woman, coutivues,  God has repeatedly notitied his
peojrle of it, and cautioned them against any alliances, or commuui-
ty of 1.terests with the world, which nay prove a snare to their souls,
or prevent a distinetion I)etwecn those, who serve the Lord, and those,
who do not.  This distinction was early made, betweeu beheving
Abel and unbelieving Cain : God accepting the person and sacrifice
of the former ; and 1eJectmg the person and sacrifice of the latter.

In the family of pious Seth, God had a chosen seed, 2mong whom
his worship was attended.

The descendants of Cain, i1n this respect, were very different.
They paid vo regard to God wnd religion ; their minds were engross-
ed 10 pursuing the carious arts of the world in accumulating rlchcs,
and m mukiog a splendid figure,

By these n'ludy trifles, the descendants of believing Scth were en-
snared, fhc\ courted alliances with that ungodly race, intermarried
with them, &c. Gen. vi. 2. The sons of God saw the daughters of
men, that they were foir; and they took them wives of all which
t/zcz/ chose.

"T'is unnatural connesion was of no spiritual advantage to either
party.  The cinldren, who were the fruits of their wtumamawcs
were many of them mighty men, men of renown, gants 1 worldly
wisdom and policy ; bat the wickedness of man, aiso became great
in the earth, and the general delug,“ soon succeeded,

The evils rebultn.u from auy intimate connexions between the
friends of God and bis enemies, are too numecious to particularze,
Such conunexions have uniformly tended to increuse wickedness and
draw down the judgments of Heaven.  Hence, Jehovah prohibited
Israel, under severe penalties, from forming any entangling alliances
with thie heathen,

Balaam, though he was not suffered to curse Isracl, knew and
taught Balak, how thc curse of God might be brought upon them.
Tis project was carried into execution by the Mmbncs when tl'ey
enticed the children of Israel to their scenes of merrnment and 1dola
trous feasts,  For thus dishonouring God by their llC(.‘utIOllbu('bb,
oreat wrath was upon the people,
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After the ten tribes revolted from the house of Dawvid, Jeroboam,
under the specions pretext of accommodating the people, mtioduced
1dolatry, l]vhet up two calves, the ove n bethtc!, tln, other m Dan,
aad proclanmed, These be thy gods, O Israei.

From this time, the ten tribes were awtully cerrupt.  Judah and
Beujamin, Hmug,h partially infected with idolatry, yet genelly
maintained the worship of God in some degree of purity, till Je-
hoshaphat joined affinity with wicked Ahab This proved ashare
to Judah, ~ The idols of Isrnel were v this way introduced, and
Jehoshaphat, though a pious prince, was not zble to preveut the dire-
ful etfects of this ent.lnulmu alliance, These evils tnereased afte his
death ; so that a genuine dauwhter of 1dolatrous Jezabel, reigned six
years over Judah,

In the chapter containing our text, we have an atcount that Ama-
ziah king of Judah, colle‘(‘ted his forces, to war with the Edom:zes.,
He also hired a hundred thousand men of Lsr ael, to whom he advauc-
ed a hundred talents of silver.  But there came a man of God to him,
saymg, O king, let not the army of Israel go with thee, for the Lord
is not with Israel.  But if thow wilt go, do it ; God shail make thee
fall before the enemy ; for God hath power to Iae/p and to cast down.
And Amaziah said to the man of God, but what shell we do jor the
hundred talents, which I have given to the army of lsrael ?

Amaziah appears to have been convinced  that this message was
from God ; and he was afraid to disobey,  Still, however, his mind
was deeply impressed with the advanced pay of the loraelites. He
deemed it an object of importance, in some way or other, to save the
huudred talents, if possible,

The disciples of Christ, it 1s believed, are many times in a state of
embarrussment, sunilar to that of Amazah, arising trom their im-
proper connexion with the world. It 1s mauifest, that many calcula«
tions 1 reiigion are made from maxims of worldly wisdom, prudence
and interest.  The passage before us, 1n this point of view, coutaius
unportant instruction,

Had Amazidh consulted the sacred oracles, or asked counsel of
God, prior to his engagement with the Isiaelites, he might have
Savcd his hundred talents.

So the disciples of Jesus, if they were attentive to his instructions,
would havs no communnity of 1ntercst, in religions matters, with his
en-mies,  $'he church is a body separate from the world, and should
transiet its own affairs in a separate capacity.,

But our sub,  leads us to that state ol christians, which has aris«
en from want of such vrecantionary measures,  Aud what 1s to be
done ? Christ has dirceted those, who would be his dise Iples, to connt
*th cost, Luke xiv. 98,  For which ¢f you, intending to build a tow-~

'y Sitteth not down first and counteth the cost, whether ke have suf~
jh"'uu‘ to finish it Jesus has shown us, that in order to be his disci-
ples, our hearts must set lightly by the world ; that we must renounce
its gandy vanities, deny ourselves, and tak e up the cross,  These
ﬁmws are trvieo to those, who are 1naking their religions caleulations
i dollars .md ot ; who are afraid of the frowns, and are living on
the siniles of tho workil,  But, the business of the cl.nmdn 15 to trust

inthe Lord a 1 do good ; aud not be afraid of doing too much fo.
¢ind, l
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It 1s presumed, that, in general, there 13 a rational conviction of
truth and duty ; while, at the same time, attachment to tis world
prombis the inquiry, What shall we do for the hundred talents

Nory 1s this disposition coutined to hypoceries aud foimainsts ;) the
infection spreads and manifests itsclf, 1 some degred, wmong true
cheistians,  Rather than relinguish the tavour ot the woild, christians
are ahinost persuaded, at the expense of conformity, aud even submis-
sion to the world, to cement their unnallowed connesion with it,
Christians are i danger : with christians, ti‘.mtih:’t s we shall begiu,
Aud as 1 wish to be tried and proved mysell, I shall sct minsters of
thv cospel at the head of the hst,

1. Ministers of Christ are in danger of deviating from the path of
duty, through an improper attachment to the world, It 15 well
Kkunown to the true servant of Christ, that a gl adherence to the re-
gumrements of his Master, 1s not tlw road to popuianty, wealth or
preferment,  He s fuily seasible, that the nch, great aud noble are
not generally pleased with the (]octrmes of the cross.  He moreover
knows, that, He, who provideth not for his own, especiaily thuse of
his own house, hath denied the jaith and is worse than an ufidel.
Aud what 1s necessary, but to compromise matters with the world ?
This may be doue, by keeping back part of God’s truth, a..d put-
lnw a UlOSs on part. Here1s a temptation to the meuntal ; luquiry, at
1eubt W hat shall 1 do ?

buppose by earnestly contending for the faith, whici was once dz.
livered to the saluts, a minister loses friends and gets enemies. Friende
ship 1s truly desirable. To have men become our enemies, and re=
proach aund revile us, in 1tself covnsidered, 1s paiuful In such cir-
cumstauces, trying indeed to the christian mimster, the nguiry is
naturaliy suggested, What shall I do to secure peace and hwudshlpq
which I value more "than the hundred talents ?

Suppose further, the servaut of Christ, by teaching the things
which become sound doctrine, 1n a plain distinguishing mauner, is
deprived of his living, the stipulated support of bns tamily, . Wil 1¢
not be extremely natural, humanly s,walung for him to look about
him aud wquire, hat Sllu/[ we do jor the hundred talents ¥ 'I'his
temptution is grear, and, 1t1s to be feared, is sometimes too powerful ;
always would be, 1f ministers calculated by the world's amhmenc
And if, by grace, ministers are kept from actuaily deserting the
btd.lddl‘d of their Lord, and setting up that of his cuemies stlll the
huidred talents may have amazing weicht on the mind,  Against
tins worldly, sellish, satanic wiluence, the ministers of Jesus should
watch and pray, aud pray and watch,

2. Private christians, allow me to direct your att(nti(m to thns
subject.  Are you not led, at times, to make the | mqunv in the sense
of the text, What shall we do for the hundred taicuts ¥ "I'he senp-
tures dm'ct you respecting the ground which you should take, it vou
would bhe followub of Lhnbt Be not wr/uzmcd to this world.
Love not the world, nor the things that are in the world. 2 Cov, vi.
14—17. Be ye not unequally l/oﬁe(l together with unhelievers ; pin
what Sellowship hath righteousness with unrighteousness © awid what
communion hath light with darkness ? dAnd what concord hath
Christ with Belial ¥ or what part hath he that belicveth with an m/l~

del 7 And what u«'r(’emmct hath the l(‘mp/(' ot Clod wilh tiols 7 e
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Wherefore, come out from among them and be ye separate, saith the
Lord, and touch not the unelean thing.

These passages do not imply, that christians must have no com-
muuity of interest with the world.  "They do not probibit their en-
deavours, so far as consisteut with duty to God, to maiutain a neigh-
bourly, kind and friendly itercourse with the world. Hence the

apostle exhorts, it be possible, as muck as lieth in you, tive peacea-
biy with all men. Do good to all men, as you have opportunity. 'T'he
prohibiticn of conformity to the world, does not relate to the com-
mon courtesies of life, and connexion with the world 1 civil and
sccular matters ; but solJy to the things of religion. In these there
1$ no unton of sent'ment feeling nor 1 iuterest between the believer and
unbeliever. In every thing, therefme, which diréctly or directly
affects the state of religion, God requires his people to be sepa-
rate from the world.

Christ, the great cantain of our salvation, under hissorest tempta-
tions, yielded not a single point to his enemies ; and therefore tri-
umphed over them. He bas set us an example, that we should fol-
low his steps. The rules of his kingdomn, touching the point under
consideration, are plamn,

True, it may be replied, tue rules are plain ; but are there no excep-
tions ? May not a rigid adherence to these rules be dispensed with,
under pecuhar circumstances ¢ May we not, to secure peace and har-
mony 1n society, give up some points, confoxrn a littie to the views
and feelings of the world ?

And furthu, What shall we do for the hundred talents ? 1f we are
go rigid 1n religion ; the world will retaliate, as 1t respects worldly
tlnugs. Our interest will suffer; we shall be deprived of posts of
honour aund profit ; we shall not be in so advantageous circumstaices
to do good, as we should be, if we were less tenacious of our religious
sentiments and privileges,

Besides these things, the world assists us in supporting religious
institutions ; and, unless we conform in some measure to its views and
fwl.nus, th.s assistance will be withholden, And, What shall we do
Jor the hundred talents ?

These and many other things tend not only to unwmask hypocrites
and formal professors, but are aleo extremely tryiug to true chris-
tians, And God mtends that his people shall be tried ; and that
they shall throngh much tribulation enter into the l\m«rdom of heav-
en. Our Lord was tempted, he was told by the great decelver, that
all the kingdoms of the world and the glory of them should be bis, if
he would fall down and we rship him,  Jesus rejected the offer with
disdain, and spurned the tempter from him,

If our obligatious of strict obedience to Christ might ev ex be dis-
pensed with in any instance, they surely might when lifeis in danger.
But, even in this case, it is not admlsmble; and the fO“OWL‘l'b of
Christ must take up their cross.

Let those who profess to be christians, be ashamed to inquire,
What shall we do for the hundred talents ¢ when Jesus does not al-
low them to inquire, What shall we do to save our lives ? Obedience
to Christ should supersede every other consideration. Ilence, Paul,
havisg spoken of bonds and afllictions, observes, Acts 20, 24, DBu:
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none of these things move me, neither count Iy life dear wnto
selfs §e.

3. We would observe that the hundred talents, the friendship, fa-
vour aid interest of the worul, are a dead werghe with hypocrites,
formahsts and all impenitent sinners.  Sowme indeed manifest l:tt\e
concern about the business ; they are determined to secure the hun-
dred talents, without regard to what God requires, or what he forbids.
Persous of this des(‘nptlon, where the light of the gospel has been
diffused, 1t 1s believed, are not numerous.

Far the greater part of those, who live without God in the world,
bave seasons of counviction—have divine truth impressed on their
winds with awful weight and solemnity—have seasons of trembling
like Felix. But the world with its amusements, pleasnres, riches and
honours, bid serious impressions go their way. The doctrines and
duties of christianity are too svH—denymn for the carnal mind.

And yet, the awakened sinuer is reluctant at giving up all thoughts
of religion and the well being of his soul. But still, the hundred
falents bear down every thmO, in favour of satan’s kin rdom.

Carnal reasons, hke the followmcr, occupy dificrent mmds, to jus-
tify the negiect of the one thing needful. 1 shall lose my gay com-
panions and scenes of merriment—I shall he despised and ridiculed,
as other christians are—I shall have enemies—I shall be injured in
my property, perhaps, reduced to infamy and want. I am almost
persuaded, that christianity is the way to heaven; but, What shall L
do respecting the expenses of the journey ?

In this way men lose their souls., They either turn aside and en-
tirely follow their worldly schemes ; or attempt to effect a comprom-
ise between God and mammon., They try to believe, that allowances
will be made in certain cases—that, as God 1s mercifui, he will not
mark small deviations from the path of rectitude—that Christ did
not come into the world to abridge happiness ; and finally, that un-
der their peculiar circumstances, they may hope for mercy without
being so precise, so strict in relmlon . which is, in effect, saying
that thev can be saved without deuymg themselves, tdl\mg up the
cross, and forsaking all for Christ,

If this kind of religion would answer, the world would be full of
religion. It all our 'dols might be retained, 1f we would be s0 char-
itable towards one another, as to allow, that doctrinal sentiments are
of no great importance, and that persons may go to heaven, whether
they are regenerated or not, provided their exterual conduct b:e civil
and moral : if we could be agreed in these things, we might all walk
together, each in the name of his god. Satan, no doubt, would he
well nleased with such a coalition ; but how would 1t answer at the
bar of Christ 7 Has he ever thus degraded his relizion ? No: there
1s not a single passage 1n the Book of God, which tolerates such a
motlev mixtare,

God has I2id the foundation for the pardon and happiness of sin-
ners. He has proposed the terms, on which he will accept them ;
thiese terms arve re: uomble, equituble, merciful,  And he wiil not
recede from them,  The bundred talents must be eiven up,  James
. 4, Ye adulterers and adultresses, know ye nor that the friendshiy
of the world is uzmzw with God ? Whosoever, therefore, will be v
friend of the world s the encmy of Giod,

3’/. .
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"This s oic reason, why pure religion is so unpopular ; it will not
vield to the carnal feelings aud erroneous views of putural men. It
will not ailow hem o secuve *he hundred talents.  And another rea-
son of Its unpopu ity Is, iixa(t v lnpuaties the salvation of sinners, eni=
tirely, to distingmishing grace.  in the fivst respect, it points out the
reasoaable daty of man ; in the last respect, 1t lays his pride and self-
impo-tance in the dusi, Hence, however pleasing men's schemes may
be, God's scheme is always displeasing, till persons are born of the
Spirit, and become new creatures,  Till this change takes place, the
hundred talents will keep the ascendency in the mind, bearing men
dowu to perdition.

I would entreat you to “hink of one solemn: query of our Lord,
What shall it profit @ man tf he gain tie whole world and lose his own
soul ? or, what shall @ man give in exchange for his soul ? Aud,

I woutd onserve that the bundred talents are”sate, if you will
take (zod's security for them.

To Amaziah’s wmquiry, the man of God answered, The Lord is
able to give thee much more than this.

So 1 wn authorized to assare vou, that the Lord is ~ble to refund
all, which you relinquish in obedience to him. Do you not know,
that God has all property in his baud ? That all the treasures of
earth and heaven are his, 1n the most absolute sense ! Do you uot
know, that riches and houours are at s disposal ? Do you not
know that the hearts of all are in his hand——ihat he cau bind the
hands of your encinies, so that they canunot ixnjllc'e you ; or change
their hearts, so that they will berome your cordial friends ?

Perhans, it will be answered ; yes, we know that God is able to do
all these things ; but will he do them ¢ Yes, I reply, he will do
them. We have his oblization tor it in the Sacred Volume, Matt.
vi. 33 But seek ye first the kingdom of God and his righteousness ;
and al! these things shall be added unto you.

And God will repay vou 1 kind too, 1u blessings of this world for
all which you relinquish in support of his cause. The case of Solo-
mon is in point. He did not give himself anxiety about the hundred
talents.; but asked for wisdem. God granted his request ; and be-
cause he wmade this judicious cheice, God gave him that which he had
not asked, riches and honounr superior to any of the kings. And the
very rcason assigned for it, 1s, because he had not chosen these things,
hut chosen wisdom,

The rophet Hageai, reproving the neglect of the people to build
the Lord’s house, assures them that the Lord had sent judgments,
blasting and mildew, and cut short their increase, on account of their
covetousness,  And by the sume vrophet God assumes his right to
their proverty.  Haw. 1i. 8, 9. The silver is mine, and the gold is
mine. The glory of this latter house shall be greater than of the for-
mer, saith the Lord of hosts ; and in this place will 1 give peace,
saith the Lord of hests. Our Lorsd declared, Luke xvin. 29, 30.
Verily [ say unto you, There is no man, that hath left house, vr par-
ents, or hrethren, or wife, or children, for the kingdom of God's sake,
who shall not receive men fold more in this present time, and in the
worid to come life everlasting. Will this obligation answer 2
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God calls upon people to make sacrifices in s cause, to try them
and prove them, It 1s not because he needs their pioperty, nor he-
caase nie intends they shall eventually lose any thmw m s service.
He can give them much more than all which they rehnqmbh for the
advancement of religion; yea, an hundred fold more, even in this
life,

A man never had his days shortened, by being willing to lay
down his life for Christ’s sake. There is an a")pomtcd time 1o man
upon the carth. Aad Cinvist hath assured us, tie that will save his
life shall lose it; but he that will lose his life for my sake, shall

‘fl”d .

Nothing is wanting to secure the blessings of time and eternity,
but faith which worketh by love. Tlus will secure the hundred tal-
ents and much more.  But if any will court the favour of men, and
compromise matters with the wovld, they will lose their souls, and,
probably, the hundred talents besides.

It becoms s, thea, to 1avour and suffer reproach ; to make every
temporal sacriiice, and endure every hardship, rather than make a
sinzle atteinpt to accommodace the doctrines of the cross, and the
duties of religion to the carnal mind. It becomes us to stand fast:
earnestly contend for the faith ; trust in the Lord, and do good.

INFERENCES.

1. In the light of this subject, we m:w see at what a low rate men
are bartering away their souls! The objects of time aund sense -
gross their affections, and the pear! of great price is neglected, ()ue

as purchased a farm, another a voke of oxen, another has marricd a
wnte : therefore, when Christ calls, They all with one ccnsent Legin
to make excuse. Pause a moment—Reflect on the shortuess of nfe 3
your ipainlity to secure one of its comforts; the solemn account
which you must hereafter give ; and say, whether you are not
tnﬂm\r away eternal things !

. Christians should he roused and animated by this subject.
"{eah/(, that God will take care of whatever you ulmqmsh for the
cause of truth and righteousness, and in his own good time and way
will restore it.  Be ashamed ever to 1quire, even in your hearts,
What shall we do for the hundred talents ? The ten thousand talents
spent in satan's scivice, are not spent with reluctance.  The man of
pleasure does not count the cost of his sensual gratification ; the
drunkard does not count the cost of his excesses ; young people do
not count the cost of their vain, sinfal aumsements. In these, dnd 4
areat variety of ways, the wicked make great sacritices without cale
culatmg.

But, if such costly sacrifices are offered to the od of this world, of-
fered with pleasure ; awake, O christian, and zealously eugace in the
cause of the glorious Rudwmor. The liberal mau deviseth liberal
tliings, and by liberal things shall he stand,

B
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When we veflect on our standing in the vineyard of God ; that
the Sun of righteousness hus shined, and the dews of grace descend-
cd on us 5 and yet, how little fruit we have brought forth ; we must
feel the propriety of humiliation, fasting and prayer: for which
solemu purpose, the church in this place have set apart this day,
May we, with united hearts, keep the dav.  May we, like God’s
people of old, Seck a right way for ourselves and our little ones.
And may the prayers, offered up for the church at large, and the af-
flicted branch of it in this place, ascend like incense before God.*

* This sermon was dclivered in the afternoon, the former part of the day

having been spent in prayers and short exhortations, by other ministers




INSTALLATION SERMON,

NEHEMIAH VI. .

W Iam doing a great work, so that I cannot come down : why should
the work ccase, whiist 1 leave it, and come down to you "

THE great work, to which this passage refers, was the rebuilding
of Ju :umlem, after the seventy yeurs captivity at Babylon. Eu-
couraged by the decree of Cyrus, and stirred up by the Spirit of
Glod, Zerubbabel and others returned to the holy land, and began
with spirit their pious undertaking, But meeting with many dis-
coaragements, their zeal abated, their lubours rclawd and they came
to the conclusion, that the time was not come, the set time, that the
Lord's house should be built. At length, aroused irom their lcthe
argy, and animated by the prophets of God, Haggai and Zechariah,
they completed the Temple; but the walls aud uates of the city were
i raius, till Nehemmh obtained permission “and encouragement
from the kiug of Persia, to go to Jerusalem and supcnntend the
building.

T'his gave a favourable turn to the afuirs of the Jews ; and under
the uood hand of God the great work was completed.

it will be perceived, by attending to the scriptures, that violent op-
position was made to this undertaking, from its commencement to its
completion. A host of opposers rose up ugainst the people of God,
and the great work which he had directed to be done.  All the arts,
and threats, and force, which satan and lis emissaries could exercise,
were exerted to weaken the hands of the builders and discourage their
hearts,

At length, Sanballat and others, who were rulers in Samaria under
the Persian monarch, with the design to practise mischiet agaimst
Nehemiah, and to put a period to the building, sent for him to mcet
them at a certain place. Aware of their wicked purpose, disguised
uuder the mask of friendship, Nehemmah seut the reply winch we
have chosen for the theme of this discourse. I um dving a great
awork, so thut I cannot come down : why showld the work cease, whilst
I leave it, and come down to you ?

The work in which christians, and especially cliristian ministers, are
engaged, is a work of magmtude. To this great work we shall hnvt
speual reference in the present discourse ; :md to this, we %lmll ac
sommodate the passage before us in its connexion,
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Jerusalem may represent the church of(;hmt the captivity of the
Jews at Babylou—the captivity of men in a vataral state to the god
of this world : the proclamation of liberty to the captives, by Cyrusm—
the proclaination of hberty to satan’s slaves, by Jesus Christ : the
Jews, who were stirred up to return and build Jerusalem—those, who
are iuchined by the Spirit to turn to God aud labour on the New Je-
rusalem : those Jews who stuid bebiud at Babylou——those who shight
the messages of grace, and will serve their old master : opposers of
the work—all in an impenitent state, from the open infidel to the
professed disciple who Letrays his Lord with a kiss : Nehemiah—the
t.mhful servant of Christ, whose heartis tixed on this great work, who
trusts in the Lord, and who will not be interrupted by all the threats
and force of open euemies ; the arts aud intrigues of secret enemies ;
the counsel and warning of pretended frieuds. ’

It will be our first object to exhibit the characters of some of the
numerous enemies of this great work,

And, secondly, to point out the duty of those who wish well to spir-
itual Jerusalem, and especially of her watchmen.

I. We are to exhibit the characters of some of the numerous ene-
mies to the building of spiritual Jerusalem,

1. We may notice deists and atheists, These openly make war
with God and the Lamb ; and are determined that not oue stone
shall be laid upon another on the walls of the spiritual city, if they
can prevent it. These direct their aim at the very foundation, the
chief corner stone.

This class is strikingly figured to us by the Arabians, the Ammon-
ites and the Ashdodites, who, when they found that the building of
Jerusalem was progressing, were very wrcth, and conspired all of
them together to come and fight agaiust Jerusalem and hinder it,
Nehemiah iv, 8, Liitle need be said to guard christians against this
class of enemies. Those, who deny the being of God, or the iuspira-

tion of the scriptures, whatever their mode of attack may be, clearly
maaifest under whose banners they fight,

2. Another class of opposers to this great work, are those who
believe part of the Bible, and deuy part ; or who profess to believe
the whole, yet deny some of the doctrines and duties most clear ly
revealed, These, 1n many respects, are worse than open vrofessed
infidelse The Samaritans were of this cast. Their relmlon was a
motley mixture of heathen idolatry and Judaism. Their worship
was mere mockery. Hence our Lord told the woman of Samaria,
Ye worship ye know not what, From the account given of these Sa-
maritans, both by Ezra and Nehemah, it is manifest that they were
most virulent opposers of the building of Jerusalems

So we ever find those, who bring the word of God to the standard
of their own carnal reason and feelinw the most bitter enemies of
vital chnistianity.  They hate the doctrines of grace, and more es-
pecially, when the ho]v Spirit makes these doctrines u mears of re-
viving religion,  The seribes and pharisees of old, when they had
modeiled the word of God by their traditions, were zealous support-
ers of it ; because, as Christ declared, they h'ad made void the law of
God hy the'n' traditions.  They had hmnuh\ it Jown t¢ their carnal
minds; and, in perfect consisteney with th(n zeal for this medley of
I lxunonj thq, huted the blessed Redeemer and the truth of (uod
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Such characters, 1n every age, have manifested the most decided hos-
tlhty to gospel preaching, “aud those influences ot the Holy Gliost,
winch wmake it effectual to sulvation,

Some of the various wethods, which this class of opposers adapt, to
hinder this great work, will further illustrate their chivacter,

(1.) To corrupt the truth and ensnare christiaus, one method s, to
projsose aunion,  This was tried by the Sumant.ms Forra v, Q.
Then they came to Zerubbabel, and to the chief of the fathers, and
satd anto them, Let us build wzto’z you : for we seek wour God as ye
do : and we do sacrifice unto him, since the days o/ Lsar-haddon,
king of dssury which brought us up hitier. Tlns deep-laid stratugem
18 olwn tried, by wock-c ‘hristians, to introduce heresy, divide the
buiiders, and prevent the work. Pharisees and Herodians attempted,
in this way, to ensuare the Lord Jesus,  DMatt, xsui, 16, Fe hnow
that thow art true, and teachest the way of God in truth, neither carest
thou for any man ; for thow regardest not the person of men. In
this 1sidious way, corrupt doctrines, subvuersive of the scheme of
grace, were introduced among the Galatians; as s evident, from
Paul s epistle to them. This is a device, which has often bheen suc-
¢ slully tried, to weaken the hands of the spiritual builders, and
retard this great work.

Satan cares not how much false religion there 1s; nor, if it be but
JSulse, how near it approaches to the true. His ends are answered,
however decent, civil and moral the external deportment mey be°
provided, the doctrines of grace are vorrupted, and the sinner’s heart
not changed,

(2.) Another artifice is, to raise evil reports against this great work
and the workmen. The Sumaritaus tried this scheme, to prevent
the rebuilding of Jerusalem. They represented it, as a rebellious
city—hired counsellors against the people to frustrate their purpose—
wrote to the king of Persla, that the Jews strengthened themselves—
that, if allowed to build the city, they would cast off the yoke—would
Lot pay tribute—would dishonour the king, &c. See ,/m 1V, 4—10).

So, respecting the great spirttual work "of grace, how many evil
reports are spread ! When God, by the Ausions of bis Spirit, ac-
compauies the plain, dlbtmgunshmcr doctrines of the gospel, to the
awakeuing, conviction and counversion of sinuers ; how are the advo-
cates of this work stigmatized ? They are replmented as destroying
the peace of society—eradicating moral oblization—opening the
tivod-gates of iniquity—turning the world upside down—dishonour-
g the King of heaven, &c. &ec.

These and the like evil reports are circulated, by Samaritan chris-
tiaus, agaiust those, who would have spiritual Je msa'em built, on the
foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being
the chief corner stone, Anrd at the same time, that they are sapping
the very foundation of the spiritual city, they will profess great con-
cern for the houour of God; great anxiety, lest be shou W receinve
detriment ; lest his name and his cause should be reproached,

(3.) Those, who bring the word of God to the standard of tlwir
carnal mind, often despise and ridicule this great work, and scott
those, who are engaged 1 1t,  The Samaritans took this ground,

preveat the rebuilding of Jercsalem,  Nehemah 1, 10, I/u't
laughed us to scorn and despised us, and saedy, What is this thing.
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which ye do ® Will ye vebel against the king ® Again, Nehemiah iv.
9, 3, What do l/u‘s("/(’t ble sews - Will the; yJortiyy themselves Wil
v/uJ sucrefice ¢ Wl they mare an end in @ way - Wili they retwe -
the stones out of the heaps of rubbish 7~ Even that, which they butid,
i aghn go up, he shall even break down their stone wall. in like
wanner, 18 the great work, which God is carvyiug ou, by the ageney
of' his Spirit, and by meuns of gospel pre: 1(‘huw, ndiculed, and bis
servauts despised. Even when Jesus was luvmu the louu dauon of
this building, 1 his precious blood, there were scofters surrounding
the cross, and wmsulting the dying Rudeemer There we:e moc kcrs
on the day of I’entec ost, #hen the Lord blessed the pungent preaci-
g of Peter, to the conversion of multitudes. This spirit continues,
aud manifests itself, whenever there is a reformatjon. This great
work 1s ndiculed, as a temporary busivess ; the effect of error and
fanaticism soon to terminate ; and its advocates, as enthusiasts and
baoblers.  Thus, when the work of the Lord prospers, its enemies
would check 1ts progress, aud discourage its friends, with a sneer,
which but illy couceals their indignation aud extreme anxiety,

(4.) 1f other plans do not sueceed, the class of opposers, which we
arce contemplating, will take more dec sive steps agaiust the work.
Herein, they resemble the Samaritans,  When Sanballat and others
found, that the walls of Jerusalem were nearly completed, they were
very wroth, and conspired all of them together, to hinder it by force.
They sent out their threats, and especwll) against Nehemiah, that
they would come down, in the night, and slay hun.

3. Another class of opposers, to the spirit and power of religion, are
mere formal professors. These are dangercus enemies.  As they are
sunon; the disciples, they have a name to live; but no heart to put a
hclpmu‘ hand to this great work. We may dlstmuulsh these into
two clusses.  Those who are opposed to the leadmu doctrines of the
gospel 3 and those who are immoral in their conduct Ast l‘(’bpeCtS
the formerg they will listen to those without, who speuk against the
truth, and join with them,

‘I'here were many of the Jews, who returned from Babylon, whose
hearts were not in favour of building Jerusalem, They llsteued to
the stories of the Samaritans, and united with thew, in opposing the
great work which thmr brethren had undertaken, by God's direction
and influence, Itisa great acquisition, to the strength of the world,
to have some of the professed disciples of Jesus, on their side—it is
perplexing, to the weak in faith—it is discouraging, to all the friends
of Zion, l’msons, of this description, will have a most solem.n account.
to xive, at the ber of God, for taking his covenant mto their mouths,
while their hearts were far from hlm.

The secoud class of enemies, under this head, are immoral profes-
sors. The great-Head of the charch requires not only soundness in
the faith, but purity of heart and life, The chuarch is, asa city
st on a hill, which canuot be hid, The enemies of religion are vigi-
tant, to find something to confirm the evil reports which they have
mruslatvd against christians, They want to find some ~candalous
mmmmhtwﬂ, m individual members, b) which, they may characterize
¢he whole body.  To the joy of thelr souls, and the grief of those,
who love the Lord, they sometimes do tind such persous, These,

whatever thewr sentiments may be, and whatever their hopes may be,
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have not the marks of God’s children 3 but, must be ranked with
opposers of thiy great work, There were many, umong the Jews,
wlose £'rosy umuomhtlm were a grwt to the prlous ; thuc were sharpe
ly reproved by Nehemiah, and, on their account, solemun s stusons of
prayer wee observed,

4. Thcie were seasons when the Jews, who returned from captivity
to rebuild Jerusalem, were disheartened.  Though they were desivous
to have the city and temple built, they had lost that zeal und encr-
gy, which were necessary to carry on the work,

This brings to view, the most formidabie cnemies of the christio
cause—the enemies within, < The jlesh lusteth against the Sparie
and the spirit against the flesh, and these are cuntmrz/ the one to the
other.” When “the hearts of christiaus are discouraged, so that they
relinquish this great work, the flesh has gained the asc endcucx . Spir-
itual Jerusalem is io the greatest dduuer, when her children cease to
labour, watch and pray.

Which leads us, as was proposed,

Il To poiut out the duty of those, who wish well to spiritual Je-
ruﬂalem, and especially of her watdnuen. Aud,

. They should realize, that this is a great and good work, Nche-
mmh considered the building of Jerusalem, a great work, It was so.
It was preparing a place for the worship of God ; for the security and
peace of his people.

How great, then, is the work of the gospel ministry ! The design
of this is, to edify the people of God in the most holy faith ; to bnng
sinners to repentance and the acknowledgmeut of the truth, This
work 1s to prepare a sced to serve Christ aud inherit his heaveuly
kingdom. In this, angels rqmc s the Redeemer sees of the travail
of his soul ; the Triune God is glonhed Paul counted it an honour,
that he was putinto the ministry, Aund to Timothy he writes, This
is a true saying, if a man desire the office of a bzslwp, he desireth «
good work. 'To stimulate Zion’s frieuds to unremitted exertious for
her prosperity, let themn realize the great, good, houourable, 1terest~
ing nature of this work.

2. In order to faithful and successful labours in the ministry, tnc
servants of Christ iust feel their own iusufficiency, and their de-
pendence on God. Men may try their own strength and kil in this
areat work, but God will confound their language and their schemes,
and Bubel wxll be the result. Peter's sad fall contaius a solemn cau-
tion against a self-conhdeut self-sufficient spirit.  Human natare is
esaentl.tllv the saume 1n all ; and God declares, Cursed ts man that
trusteth in man, and maketh flesh his arm.

A sense of insufficiency and a humble reliance on God, are essentral
qualifications for a faithful servant of Christ. 1t is God who calls
his ministers, prepares them for the work, und crowns their lubours
with success,

This 18 a truth which the great apostle of the Geutiles realized, and
often expressed, 1 Cor. xv. 10, But by the grace of God I wm w //ar
Tam: and his grace which was bestowed wpon me was not in vam ;
but I laboured more abundantly than they all 5 yet net 1 hut z/u
gruce of God which was wiih me. 2 Cor. 1, 16, And who is sufrcient
for these things 2 And lep. 1l 5, U, Vot that we are suticcient of
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ourselves to think any thing as of ourselves, but our sufficiency is of
God, who alse hath made us able ministers of the New Testament.

Zerubbabel, Ezra and Nehemiah, who were successively leading
characters in the great work of rebuilding Jerusalem, realized, that
the Lord stirred them up, encouraged, strengtheued and quallhul
them by his good hand, which was upon them.

3. Minsters shc)uld be sensible, that they are not alone in this
work,  All rood men are coutributing to forward it. Ministers of
the gospel, like Nehemiuh, are called to lead in the business ; but,
they have many helpers, many who are daily labouring aud pravmu
for the establishment and peace of spiritual Jerusalem.

All the angels in heaven are on their side.  Heb. 1. 14, Are they
not all minister ing spirits, sent forth to minister for the.n, who shall
be heirs ofsauwtzon ? These are powerful beings. What havoc did
a single angel make in the host of Assyna, in one night ! He slew a
hundred and eighty-tive thousand ! The holy angels are not only
powerful, but vastly numerous; and all on the side of God's ser.
vants and people

Furth er, for the encouragement cf' mimsters, Jehovah hi'nself 18
engaged 1n this great work. He is not only euncouraging and
,tren«rthemnn' his serve.nts to proceed with their labour ; sending his
an\rel% to assist them : ; but also, ke himself, is with them. Matt,
xxviil. ¢®, Lo, I am with you ahway, cven unto the end of the world,
Realizing these things, may not the ministers of Christ proceed with
alacrity in their work, exzlaiming, If God be for us, who can be
egainst us ?

4. 'The servants of Christ, who desire that this great work should
prosper, must be much cagaged in prayer. God is ready to insiruct,
guide, encourage and strengthen his people, if they ask. Luke xi,
13, If ye then, being cvil, know how to give good gifts unto your
children, how much more shall your heavenly Father give the Holy
Spirit to them that ask him.

The success of ministers’ labours is depending on the divine bless-
mg. Said Paul, I have planted and Apollos watered, but God gave
the increase. Aud the Lord declared by the prophet, Iwill yet for
this, be inquired of by the house of Israel, to do it for them.

Ezra and Nehemiah, considering the magnitude- of the work, in
which they were enoao'ed convoked the peopie, and spent solemn
seasons of public fasunw and prayer. Besides these seasons, they
often poured out their souls to God, in their private capacity.

Of how much niore importance is the spiritual city ! Aod how in=-
cumbent is it on every wise master builder, to spend much time at
the throne of grace !

5. Those, whe are carrying on the great work of the gospel minis-
try, must be diligent ; must not suffer themselves to be interrupted,
some of the sc hcmcq of' the enemies of religion, to prevent the dili-
aence, faithfulness and success of Christ's servants, we have exhibit-
ed. And also, that these servants have dangerous foes within—their
own remaining corrantions, He who would be successtul, must be
watchful ; must be dili vent in the Lord’s busiuess, and undc take
none of satan’s. Nehoml ah would not be diverted from his work.
Sarely, then, nothing ought to interrupt the christian miuster.
























