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{7 Tar following Discourse was prepared and de-
livered, without any thought of its ever going to the
press. It is now published at the request of many who
heard it ; and precisely as it was prepared for the pulpit,
except a few lines at the close of the discourse, and the
two short sections included in brackets.



SERMON.

- =

Jeremiah 5, 22.  Shall T not visit for these things, -aith the Yord?  Shall nar
my soul be uvenged on such a nution as this ¢

MY BRETHREN,

y
“ E arc not assembled this day to meddle with
subjeets of politieal debate. Ee who now addresses
vou has not the remotest iatention to irritate party
feeling.  Fain would he, rather, were there a prospect
of success, attempt to allay these feelings, and to bring
back that harmony, so desirable to peaceable citi-
zens and christians,.  No, brethren, we are met to con-
sider our depavture from the living God ; to look deeply
and seriously into our ingratitude and rehellion against
him ; to humble ourselves, as a people, Lefore him ; and
to implore his mercy on us aud ¢n our afliicted country.
"Thousands of our fellow-chivistians, of various denoni-
inations, are this day uniting with us in this work of hu.
milintion.  With ours, their prayers are aseending to
that offended God, who, at this m‘cmi'ul period, has come
forth to shake terribly the carth! The hand of heaven
is raised over a guilly world! His chiustening rod is
stiretehed out over our couniry ! e d(*s'um'iu r angel
has received his commission ; ‘the sword is lnmlo hare.
and hecoming drunk with the bleod of tlie slain!

"T'he old worlds the habitaton ol ancient uations, and
the seat of mighty <mpnw- long since sunk into in-
hucim, and pollulcd by its viees and is ¢ rinies, now lies
groaning beneath the oppicwoo1’s dren rods 'F'he sword
hathi gone through it aad mavked s progress with
thicones overlurned ; with coelied and sw.m!unﬂ lowen:
e cifies o it gapmendc colled i blood @ owidh heaps of
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mizhty &lein : and with the unavailing tears of bereaved
widows and erphans ! The besom of destyvuetion has there
swept hidore it almost all that is dear and valuable (o
man: abject and hroken, the wretelied inhabitants lick the
dust. and t(remble at the haughty tyrants frovn, 'Ihe
country whence our ferefathers spyune, partaking deep-
Iy in the conummon giilt ef the neighboring nations, is
shd"lll“’ in their plagues.  Contending abroad, pevpleved
and dlsll'est al home, they are now left to strugole ¢lone
against a world in ars, The istands of the sea “hare in
the general commotion.  Tarrassed with fear, distresy
with want, or subdued by conquest. they have been Land-
ed over from master to master. And even the sea itself
has become one extended theatre of plunder and carnage !
‘The vast southern continent, breaking away frons its
antient government, is now experiencing all the horvors
of a revolutionary state. Heated by party vege, the
miserable inhabitants are rushing on mutual dm!ructu n.
Indeed, the general relaxation of the vestraints of reli-
gion, which have taken place within ilie last half cen-
tury, seem to have let the world lsose upan it wl; and
rendered man, cvery where, the foe and the scourge of
m.n'!

By terrilile things in righteousness, the Lord is pl-o-
claiming that he has a controversy with the nations ; tha
he is coming forth in judgment to take vengeanee for

abounding iniquity ! Earthguakes and voleanocs rend fhe
mountains. involve cities in tutn. and speak in terror to

guilty world! In our own couilry, the earthguake’s re-
)cu*"d and alarming shoceks have been felt. "'hese, and
Oth(‘r signal visitations, in providenee, which have been
experienced of Jate vears, admonish us that the Lovd iy
on his way., Very iv(unl\ the s h.t"(' tribes Liave heen
pcrmlttod to disturh the quict, and endapger the safety
of' our frontier sctilernents. And Ihv erucl thirst for
bload is increasing ifs rege twmong them.

At length the negociations. =0 lu.w carried en hetween
our m'm'"'il COVCTY, .nmt ind foreizn ndlmns, have issued
na (ivﬂds' wtion of war! Yes, the citp is come round to us;
avy country is now iavolved in war. one of the hm('&i
—qudgments with which God usuadly visits o peopic! The
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~word is drawn ; but God only knows to what extent its

ravages may reach, and how long e'er it shall be
<heathed! Tt is drawn, too, under circumstances caleulat-
ed to excite the most serions alarm. Party spirit amongst
ourselves has already weakened the harmony of society,
and assumed a threatening aspect.  Should war, under-
taken in such a state of things, inerease the flame of
party passions, and embolden to acts of outrage on the

cace of society, who can caleulate the extent of the
mischiefs that are preparing to flow in upon our coun-
try. Dear brethren. these suggestions are not to be
lightly reecived. Such ealamities have befallen other
countries 3 they may befall ours.

We have long been a highly favored people ; but, with
other nul.iuns. we have become an ungrateful people, and
rebeilious against the F.ord one (‘rod The most Righ,
that rules over all the kingdoms «f the nations, marks
the returns we are n.ﬂung to him for all the multiplied
Tavors he hath heaped upen vur country.  And he is now
speaking to us in the language of the text.—s¢ Shall X
not visit {or these things, saith the Lord 2 Shall not my
soul be avenged on such a nation as this 2 An mterrog"}-
tory full of ierrer to a guilty people; and espeeially
when the Lord is coming forth to execute his work, his
strange work of judzment upon them.

This solemn interrogatory was first addressed to the
Jews. It is twice vepeated in this chapter, to shew the
certainty of the thing. that the divine indignation was
nnp('mlmﬂ' over that wm]tv people : they hnd, as a natiot:.
gone away frem the m'(lm,mces. forsaken the worship of
the true God. and turned aside to idolairy. The effect
was, their attachments to idolaivy had oblilvmt('d the
sentiments ol relizion from their hearts ; had exceeding-
ly relaxed the sense of moral oblig aimn. and they were
snnk into an awful excess of ])IO{dll(‘n(‘bb and licenti-
ousness. They had been ofien admonished and warned :
the hand of heaven had again and again scourged tiem
for their iniquities; but ﬂwv refused to return.  'The
time was, the -oiorv fast ‘xpproavhmw when the nation
was 1o be visited by a signal display of the divine dis.
pleasure,
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Jeremah, < mourning prophet, wlio foresaw the
ealamitics coming upon them, and deeply lawented i1he
hardness of their hearts, was employed to earry to thew
the solemn warning from the mouth of God himself,  As
1 faithiul mmessenger of God, he reminded them of the
abominations inte which they had sunk, and then presses
the interrogatory in the text. + Shall 1 not visit {or these
things, saith the Lord ? Shall not my soul be avenged
on such a nation as this

The seutiment in this passage is, that from the very
character of God, a people signally favored must expect
the visitations oi’ his righteous displcasure, when they

fall away to high- Inmded iniquity.

1 say, from the character of God himself, they are (o
expeet this.  This teuth is manifestly implied in the ap-

ieal in the toxt. < Shall 1 not visit for these things,
smth the Lovd °—1., who ain the Creator, the Supreme
Ruler, and Sorereign Lord of all nations—I, who hare
panted the nalions in the carth, and Jixved the bounds of
their habitalion—1, by whoese providence the nalions are
suslained, and who have given to the nations my luie—
I. by mhom kings reign and princes decree justice—I,
lose eyes run o {md Jro under the whole hearen, to
mark the conducet of the ‘nations—I, whose prevogalirve it
is fo judze amonzst the naiions; lo rebuke or to bless ;
io ceadt or to bring low—1I, who am bound, by my own
perfections, to mainlain the honers of my throne, and lo

cindicate the eaunse of truih and righleousness in lhe
carth—T, who love rizhicousacss and hate inigquity ; shall
not 1 visil for these things, scith the Lord 7”

How forcible is the appeal ! It proceceds on the so-
reman fruth, that the Lord God oemnipotent reigneth ; that
He hath nei forsaken the work of his hands, nor ceased
19 sway his righteous sceptre over the nations of men,

fecarries in it the idea that it is a righteous thing with
God to take vengeanee 1 that to him it belongeth to exe-
cut: jutgment .md ;nslm- on the earth 3 and that it is
ineonsistent with his ehavacter and wmcrnment to leave
Eigh Danded tatguity without those visible and awful vis-
ivativ ts whicl constrain n2tions and individuals to ac.
engwiadee, to trcwble and dvur before ki
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The appeal seems to he made to the nation's owen sense
of right.  Shall X nnt visit?  How then shall the wrath
of man, and the raging of iniquity be controlled?  lHow
shall guilty nations be kept in awe, and effectually tanght,
that verily there is a God that judgeth in the carih:
Does not the well-being of my universal government,
and the honor of my great name, require that I should
visit for these things ?  ave I not declaved that [ wiif
do this? My truth stands pledged : and shall I not make
good the thing that hath gone out of my mounth? I+
much forbearance expeeted @ It hath been manifested !
1 have borne long with your sins, and warned you by my
servants the prephets, in vain. And shall I not, now
that justice adits of no longer forhearance ; now, that
the day of your visitation is eome ; shall I noi now visit
for these things?

Had Israel hearkened to my voiee, then should X cause
mine anger towards them to cease. + But my people
would not heurken to my voice, and Isvael would none of
me ; therelore now also will I give sentence against them.
I will spend mine arrows upon them! At my wrath the
earth shall treinble, and the nations shall not be able te
abide mine indignation”] However 1 may deal with
other nations, less guilty, whose ciimes have not been
so highly aggravated, yet, shall not my soul be avenged
on such a nation as this? A nation that mine own right
hand hath planted ; whom 1 have nourished and breught
up as children 5 a nation, once holiness to the Lord, and
the first fruits of his increase. But ah! now a sinful
nation, a people laden with iniquity, a seed of evil docrs,
children that are corrupters! They have forsaken the
Lord ; they Lave provoked tie holy onc of Isvael to an-
ger 3 they are gone away backward!  Shall net my soul
he avenged on such a nation as this 2—"This language
still further vatvlds the reasons on which the divine con-
duet procceds, and teachies us that God, in a special
maunncr, whets his sword, and prepares the arrows of
his indignation against a nation or people who, having
been long blessed with distingaished privileges, have
abused, and become hardened in iniquiiy under them,

Such was particularly the case with the Jews,  They
were a highly favored natien. in possession of a large and
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zood land. which the Lord had ¢ pied for them, and giv.
en to their fathers for an inlicritance to thiem, and to
thete childeen after them. In this land they had leng
en]med the divine protection, and (-\pm'wn('ul many sig-
nal interpositions of' his providence in their favor. They
had grown up and beconie great, increased in population
and wealth, and were 'cspcued by all the neighboring
nations,  Their ebligations and motives to ('leme unto
the Lord and serve him, were set before them by a elear
revelation frem God himself.  And they were favored
with the established means of instruetion and grace above
Al other nations.  Qf this thev were reminded by Moses,
Deul. v. 7, 8. < For whit pation is there so great, who
hath God so nigh unto them as the Lord our God is, in all
things that we call upon him for? And what nation is
there so great, that hath statutes and judgments so mght-
cous as all this law which T set hefore vou this day :*
Of the same thing they are reminded, Psal. 117. 19, 20.
s He sheweth his word uato Jacob, his statutes and his
judgments unto Israel. He hath not dealt so with any
nation ; and as for his judgments, they have not known
them.  Praise pe the Lord !”

But notwithstanding the greafness of their privileges,
they had abused them all, and forsaken the Lord their Goil.
T'o that pitch of ingratitude and rebellion against Ged
had they procecded, that < they mocked his messengers,
dehplbcd his words, and misused his prophets, untii the
wrath of the Lord arose against his people till there was
no remedy ! The day of their visitation was come,
God, who had brought them up out of Egypt, und had
done such great thmﬂ's for them, was now preparing to
execute upon them hic sere displeasure, for their breach
of covenaut, abuse of mercies, and high-handed iniqui-
ties. The greatness of the mercies, which they had abus-
ed, served but to render the Judgments wiih which they
were threatened the more certain and the more severe,
So thiey are admeonished, J2mos 5. 1. 2. ¢ Hear this word
that the Lord hath spoken against you, O children of' 1s-
rael, agaipst the whote f‘muly which 1 hro: ight up frown
the land of Eevot, Fou oy have 1 l\HU“ n of 2}l the
families of the earih 3 therefore § will punish you for all
vour intquitics.”
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This last cited passage, with the preceding remarks,
are i~ _ull confirmation of the sentiment expressed in the
text, viz. that, from the character of God himself, apeople
signally favored mustexpect the visitations of his rig!ltepus
displeasuyre, when they tall away to high-handed iniquity.

Let us now apply the subjeet to our own state and char-
seter.  'Lhe history of the Jews is u history of God’s pro-
vidence. In this history we learn the true character of
God, and what every nation may expect will be the course
of his dealing toward them, accordingly as they wisely
improve or wickedly abise the priviieges and henefits
he bestows upon them. 'The things that were written
aforetime, were written for our learning.  God is the
same God, yesterday, to-day. und forever.  Did hie visit
that aucient nation for theiv iniquities 2 Is his hand stil}
streteched out over them ?  'Fhen let no nation expeet to
eseape his righteous displeasure, while they persist to
provoke Liim to anger by their iniquities.

From every view of our ewn state and charaeter, we
have much reason to fear and to deprecate the impending
judgments of God.  OQur lund has been long distinguish-
ed by the abundant goodness of God toward us. There
is not, pevhaps, this day, on earth, 2 zation or people so
laghly favored, in every view, as the American States.

In many parts of our history, a striking resemblance
may he traced to that of the Israclites.  Like them, our
forefathers werc brought from a ctate of oppression, and
planted in a good lund.  The Heathen were subdued, or
rcmoved from before them.  Their enemies that were
attempting to hedge them in on every side, were com-
pelied 1o relinquish their attempts.  ‘The infant settle-
ments rapidly increased in numbers, extended their bor-
ders. and enjoyed the peculiar smiles of a Kind providence.
When afterwards their liberties were threatened, and the
country invaded hy a torcign power, the Lord spread the
shicld of his proteeting providenee sver our country ; he
raised us up a deliverer: he went torth before our ar-
mies, and, by a series of signal interpositions. wrought
deliverance fer us.  OQur liberties were established ; the
limits of onv tevvitory abundantly exlarged ; the heathen
mittions on our frouticrs sucd for peice, and submitted 19

B’
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treaty.  Peace now smiled through all eur borders, and
plenty blest the land.

To erown our privileges as a nation, a constitution, or
form of civil government, was deliberately prepared.
adopted and vatitied by the States. By this instrument,
rthe full cnjoyment of every c¢ivil and whgzm s right is se-
cared to us, Neither tyranny nor anavehy are permit-
ted to invade our liberties us a eivil communitv, nor 1o
rob us of the righis vf’ conscience as religious d{:nomina-
tions. In point of privilege, we had nothiag more, as a
aation, to ask.  And under a wise adwinistration of the
government thus cstablished, our country has enjoved
unparalleled prosperity, It has inercased bevend all for-
mer example, in its population, its wealth, the produe-
tions of its soil, the extension of its commerce, in its im-
provements in arts and manufactures, and in its libe-
ral establishments for the promotion of literature, seience
and religion. ¥rem a small people, we have grown up,
under the fostering hand of heaven, to he a great nation.
The govpel; in its punty took refuge in our country with
the first settlers; its truths have been preserved and
handed down, from generation to generation. T'hrough
the good hand of our God upon us. our land is a land of
Bibles and Sabbaths, and the churehes planted through
our country have been blessed with the pure worship and
ordinances of God. Times of refreshing from the pres-
ence of the Lord have been often experienced, and *he
churches, < walking ia the fear of the Lord, and in the
communion of the Ifoly Ghost, have heen multiplied.”
Witl. evident propriety, thercfore, may be applied to n
the words of the Lord by the prophet—:« Wiat could huave
been done more to my vineyard that I have not done in it 2’

But what requital have we made for all these privile.
es andt blessings, temporal and spiritual, which the Lord
hath 350 : bundamlv bestowed upon us 2 This is the mo-
mentous enguiry!  We 2re assembled, my hearers. not
merely in eomphanvo with an ancient, decent eustom.
nor to offer to Ged an empty, cerrmonions devetier ; but
to eonfess and humble ourselves befere him for sur cine.
Let us then look into our real character. 1.t s, as uu-
der the eye of him with whom we Lave to do, and wio has
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to do with us as a people, consider scriously our ingrar-
itude to God and abuse of his mercies,

[When the prophet was sent to the rebellious house of
Israel, he was charged, ¢ Lift up thy voice like a trum-
pe¢, shew the house of Jacob their transgressions, ancl the
house of Israel their sins.”  'This is peeuliarly the duty
of God’s Ministers on such a day, and at such a season
as this. It therefore becomes my duty on the present
occasion. The Lord grant that 1 may be enabled to do
this duty faithfully.]

It is an awful and an undeniable truth that iniquity
abounds, and the love of many is waxen cold! Andit be.-
comes every one to refleet seriously on his own share in
the general guilt. I despair of veaching in detail the
whole of our prevailing iniquities.  Our countr} is deep-
Iy involved. We are chargeable before God, and mani-
1eatlg in our owen view, with abuse of the divine goodness,
Our cup has been made to run over with temporal bies-
sings, and, Jeshurun like, we have waxen fat and Kicked.
“ When I had fed them to the full,” saith the Lord by
ihe prophet, ¢ they then committed adultery, and assem-
bled themselves by troops in the harlots’ houses. They
were like fed horses in the morning ; every one ncighed
after his neighbor’s wife.” Nor is our land fiee from
abominations of this nature. Pride, idleness and exlraz-
azance follow in the train of abuses.  iencee the lament-
able departure from theosc industrious, sober habits, fra-
zal and simple manners, so favorable to morals and reli-
sion, and which, in happier times, clhiaractervized the peo-
ple of this country. With multitudes now, the rage is
all for idleness, gaicty, splendor in dress and equipage,

Jushionable amusements, and those dissipations which
corrupt the mind, unhinge the moral crder of society,
lead to forgettulness of God, and are the divect abuscs of
the bauntles of his goodness. Hosw prene are youth, m
this way, to depart from the God of their fathers. Alas

the sad prospects, with respeet to the vising generaﬂon. it
many parts of our country! Multitudes of otherwise
promising and amiable wuth, 1mmodel"1t\]y devoted tu
amusements and scenes of cox rupting dissipation, ean no
longer relish the serious instructions ofrchz;mn 1Or 34
mit with patience to its resivaints,
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Among the alarming sins of the present day, we must
certainly rank—a growing relaxation of parental author-
ity, neglect of parental instruction, and an increasing de-
cline of filial subordination. Sins, these, which taken in
conjunction with the growing thirst for dissipation,
threaten the most serious calamities both to the ehurch
and the state. And already, with multitudes, have the
theatre, balls, routes, gambling matches, and be-
witching novels, destroyed all relish for the Bible, the
worship of God, scrious reflection, and the duties of de-
votion. Wherever these destructive amusements are
generally countenanced and prevail, the moral and reli-
gious virtues are rapidly declining, and the flood-gates
are thrown open to more wide-spreading abominations !

We have, this day, also to take vjp 2 lumentation over
our degraded country for the prevailing =in of drunken-
ness. with its attendant eriines and calamities, prophanity,
wiolence, domestic wretchedness, ruined families, with the
ruin, both in soui and hody, of its miserable vietims!
This vice, of late years, is prevailing to a most alarming
degree in our country. All orders in society are becom-
ing more and more affected by it. In many cases, even
members in the communion of our churches have not es-
caped the dreadful pollution! It is storied of the pious
Doctor Cotton Mather, one of the early Ministers in Bos-
ton, that when on a visit to England, he declared that he
had lived in a country where, for more than twenty yecars,
he had not heard a prophane oath, nor seen a man drunk!
Alas! Liow is our glory now departed! 'There is per-
haps no country on earth, so svnk and sinking in sottish
drunkenness as our own couniry. While we confess and
bewail this growing sin, as threatening to draw down the
judgments of God on our land, how should Legislatures,
Magistrates and Citizens exert themsclves, in every
practicable way, to diminish, and if possible, to do away
its prevalence from amongst us?

I name next, the awoful sin of Sabbaik-hreaking. 'The
religious observation of this sacred day the Lord hath
wisely ordained {or the security of morals and religion ;
that the fear, worship and serviee of the true God may
be preserved amongst men. It is a sign, or memorial,
between God and every people, wherever the light of di-
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vine revelation ex{ends. And exwnerience universally
proves the faet, that in pv Oportmu as the religious
observation of the Lord's Day declines, in any plau-, in
the same proportion morais and religion decline.  How
Sfeurfully ominous then, 1o our country. is the growing
prevalence of this sin of Sabbath-breakiog. Many of
those highest in authority in our country nay hut
little respect to the Loyd’s Day. This. from the
weight of the ex cample., has a most pernicious and exten-
sive influence. How afieeting Is it to zee the most bare-
faced profanation of this sacred day, by thie running of
public stages, of private loaded ecarriages : by journey-
ing, on that day, for the purposes of secular husiness, on
parties ofploasure, or in customary visiting. No respeet
for the authority of God, the laws of the land, for the in-
terest of morals and religion, nor for the opinions and
feelings of the scher and virtuous part of the community,
are sufficient, with multitudes, 1o restrain them {rom
frequenting places of public resort on the Lord's Day
for the purposes of pleasure. Ttis an acknowledged fuet,
that horses and pleasure carriages kept for hn'e. find
more employment on that day, than on any other day of
the week. Laws, indced, are enacted for the suppression
of this vice ; but where do we ohserve either magistrates
or private citizens excrting themselves to enforce the
laws, and to vestore and preserve the due observation of
thic holy Sabbath ?

By something, too much like common consent. this ini-
quity, with all its threatening evils, is suffered to grow
and prevail unrestrained ameng us. I the ('nmu en ¢f
Israel were held in eaptivity in thv'r enemies’ land, tiil
their owen land had enjoyed her Sabbatlis. what will he
the account which our eountry must cre fong settle with
Him who rules over all the pations of the eavth 2

I proceed to observe, cur country bas cause 1o noeurn
the existence and prevalence of an iripious infidelity
among us. This heaven-during iniquity whici, vadep
the name of philosophy, has deluged Europe in vices and
erimes ; and which has, at length, drawn down the
rlghteous visitations of Heaven on that vnahappy conn-
try, has foundits way lieve.  In some paris of our coun-
try, the writings of those impious men, styied Modern

-
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Philosophers, are, by multitudes, read with avidity, and
treated with regard ; while the pure word of God is, by
them, negleeted and despised! The contagion of this
infidel phllusuphy has been spreading amongst us for
vears. That father of his country, the late General
W ashington saw and lamented the fact. His discerning
and (‘OJI“Ct mind saw clearly the destruetive tcndulcy
of ihis infidelity to all that is dear and valuable to
man. And fearing, it it shonld be countenanced and
prevail here, that it might, in its issue, overturn the li-
berties and happiness o his country, he, in his farcwell
address to the people of these states, pointed out the evils
to be apprehended from its prevalence ; and, with pa-
ternal solicitude, exhorted them to adhere to the holy
religion of God's word, as the very basis of all their na-
tional blessings. Ah! had his counsels been regarded,
s¢ then had our peace been as a river, and our righteous-
ness as the mighty waves of the sea!” But, notwithstan.-

his warning voice, and that of thousands both in
Europe and Amerlm, the awful contagion has spread’
In many parts of our eountry, the bold profession of it
has, indeed, bheen checked ; ; but it exists. And the
alarming effects of it are seen, in a growing relaxation of’

morals, and a declension of respect for religion.

The effects are ceen particularly in that neglect and indifference with which
many treat the word and the worship of God ; the cold and contemptrous
treatraent shewn, by them, to the subjects of relmon altogether ; ina spint o
secpticism which op post ] lt%dt to soher, candid (i-scu ssion ; in absurd notions ot
the divine chat acter ; slight views ot the evil of sin; surprizing callonzness of
conscience ; and in pmud notions of the dxgnm of man, and his suflicieney to
his own happiness, independent of the foundation which Guid hath laid in Zion
Alas'! fm our cow atn ,» once “ holiness to the Lord, and a3 the first finits of his
merease,” now guing away backward, and pr: qctwail\ saving to the Almighty,
“ Depart from us; for we desive not the knowledge of thy ways

¥ cannot forbear to name, as amang the prey uhnrr sins of our country, that
the violence of party spirit, which has taken place amongst ns, hasled us to tor-
set and torsake God in the exereise of one of our most important dutivs as citi-
zens.  Gody in his providence, has favored us with a free goveinment,
by the provisions of “lu(h, the election of our counsellors and pulers,
to m: mage our public affaivs, is put iato our owr hands. The doty of electing
to oflice is un nupml‘-nl onc ;s und the honor of Gad, no les; than the he lpplm N
of our country, require that we shonld perform this dut\ conscientionsly. Vhus
we e mstruete:d in (md s holy word, J2r0d 18, 21, & I'hou shalt provide ous
of all the people, woie men, such as fm' God, men of truth, hatiny covetous-
ness, and ph e such over them o he rulers.”  Dent. 1,13, L 11\( ve wis
mien and undestaon ling, und krown urang your tribes, and I will make tlu‘m
. rulers over yon,

{Heie the Lord eandeseends to teach ns the character and qualifieations re-
ausite e those who shadl be ealled to fill the important stations of public rulers
Aud he Luth expressly diveeted us to taukes choice of such to fill those stations.
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Such characters, compared with the mass of socieiy, tre indeed rire vharae.
iers 14 every community,  But such, doubtless, in o ery country, may be found.
And when it is considered that God gives them all e qualifications ; that he
fits them tor the work, and directs ns to make choice: of them for our rulers,
what shall we say of those who will pay no respect 1o the divine authoritv in
this nmatter. It we will forsake God in this thing, have we not ocause to fear
that God will forsake vs? And do not the eomiron sentiments of our own minds
tell us that, if the interests of our country be ut all affected by the character of
our rulers, these interests have abundantly the most o hope and expect from
the oharacter of imtelligent men, who, in all they do, are governed by con-
scienee toward God )

Indeed, the very principles of our holy religion, and the whole history of
Gol’s providence teach us, that in the exercise of this duty we should consci-
entiously regard the honor of God, and the interests of truth and righteousness
in the loud. - Noaruth is more tully confirmed in the history of the Jews, than
this, that when wise and good men ruled, the nation prospered, the Lord was
with them, aud the people rejoiced ; but that when wicked men bare rule, at-
Ladrs went ill, iniquity abounded, and the people mourred.  YWhen, therciore,
we have such clear instructions and striking examples before our eves, isit not
anaw ful sin in the sight of God, that, when called t9 the exereise of suffrage, we
should totully lose sight of the principles that shoul! govern us, and suffer our-
sefvesto be led by a violent spivic of party ? This s a sin which, at this day, is,
1 think, tuirly chargeable on aff purties in our country. It is a sin dishonorable
ta God and ruinous to our country ; and while it istolerated and kept up among
s, must provoke the disine displeasure to leave us to reap the fruit of our own
wickedness.

I naie Iastdy, as a erving sin v our land, immoderate sorld'y-mindedness ;
or that covetonsness which is idolatry.  The best things are liable to abuse.
IF'he pro:perity of agur own country huth corrupted its inhabitants.  The wide
fickd tor speculation and enterprize that hath been opeued before us; the many
wvenues to wealth that have been presented, have intoxicated the inhabitants of
our country, and urged them on, almost universally, to an immoderate pursuit
of gain. It is, indeed, the idolatry of the land, that we have come to love
the creature more than the Creator; to forget the giver and reguaid only the
£t : 10 set our affections supremely, not on the things that are above, but on
the things that are on the earth ; to prefer our temporal prosperity to our spir-
nual and eternal interests.

Al ! to what a God provoking excess has this spirit reached among us !
T grewter part seem whally immersed in the world.  Their thoughts, time,
pursuits drive ull at this objuct, aud hereby the minds and consciences of many
huve become defiled.  This very spirit has had a most powertul influence in
perverting nultitudes from the right ways of the Lord. Governed by this
rdolatrous uttachment to the world, many have been led to shut up the hand of
charity and benevolence, aud to reject thie most important claims that the pub-
lie good, or privute distress could present to them.  With othiers this greedi-
uess of tilthy lucee has been an overpowering temptation to acts of gross frawd
and injustice ; and with multitudes, to practise all the varieties of little low trick.
ing and overrcaching in their dealings. But with al/, even with the best, 1t hus
aperated, with otier causes, to bring on a sad alienation from God ; to chill the
spirit of vital godbiness ;1o weuken the faith and pious zeal of cliistians, sid to
cause the Lord to withdraw his wevted presence amd gracious mfucnces from
his churches. Heated in onr eager pursuits of the world @ and Leated by o
politic:d animosities, the harmony of society is sadly diminiched; aud a sen-
ous concern for maintaining th. life of religicn in the soud, sod tervent ¢ gaged-
ness tor the interesis of Zion, seem oot to be wakoring svav ! Such is the
awtul ctute of Lacdicean luke-warmricss into which we have o0, that we have
reteon to teary the Lesd, in nigureons displecare, will speevient of his mouth
Add, toadl that has been sad, e oesdling sl titers - aubediet, rejection
ot ol offe o Ao AT e o oe e s e by D inexemplary
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wves of many profesang Christians, and the view of our character as o people,
may well make us tremble. But a very fuint and imperfeet sketeh has now
heen given of our prevailing iniguities.  And yet enough has been shewn to
teach us, with what propricty may be addressed to us the words of the text :
¢ Shall T unot visit tor these things, saith the Lord ? Shall not my soul be
avenged on such a mation as this

If such be our character and state, it is surely a most natural and intercsting
inquiry—What is 10 be done 7 In what way may we hope to eseape the evils
we either feel or fear, in this Jay of rebuke 7 God hirself shall furnish the
answer to this inquiry. Thus saith the Lord—¢ Obev my voice, and T will he
vour God, and ye shall be my people.—Put away the el of voar doings fron
before mine eyes; cease to do evil, learn to do well—Amend yvour ways and
your doings.—Repent and turn yonzselves from all vour transgressions ;” so ini-
quity shali not be vour roin.—1f ye seek the Lord, he will be found of you.—
He will repent himself of the evil which he thought to do unte you. He will
raake his frce to shine upon you ; and eause your health, as a people, to spring
torth speedily ' Repentance, reformation and praver is a work to which our
country is, at this v, loudly called. We have forsaken the Lord ; we have
gone away backward ; all ranks, all classes have sinned; our iniquities have
gone up over our heads, and our transgressicas have reached unto the heavens !
It repentance and reformation prevent not, we have every reason to fear that
calamity shall ollow on calamity, and stroke upon stroke, until the Lord hath
taken vengeance upon us, as i people, for our iniquities. ¢ When I begin ¥
will also make an end;” suith the Lord.  Think not that, appointing days of
fasting and humiliation ; nor that the observation of these days with exterior
decenco, will avert calamity from us.  All this may be done, and done in such
meve formality and hypocrisy, as to render us even wmore guilty in the sight
of God. No, brethren, it is real repentance and reformation that is now our
duty. God eannot be deceived; he will not be mocked. Returp unto me,
with all yvour heart; and ¥ will return unto you, saith the Lord.  In vain do
we endeavor to shift the blame from ourselves to our rulers, and to charge
them as the canse of our endaniities. The language of God’s rod is—*¢ your own
iniquities have procured these things unto you.” Whether our rulers have
acted their part wwel/ or ¢, it is our duty to regard the calamities, with which
we are afflicted, as the retributions of a righteous God, chastening us for our
tniguitics.  We may leok to our own government, or to the governments in
other nations, and indulge the hope that, by a change in their political measures ,
our calamites wiit ol pass away. But so long as the Lord has a controversy
wlth our land, @ its abonnding iniquities, in vain shall we hope, in this way, to
escape from eaiunitics.  Gad has many judgnients in store, with which to af-
flict guilty nations.  'I'he cubionitics that now threaten our country, are of the
most serious and slarining natuve ; calamities suflicient to appall the stoutest
hearts ! May God, in his infinite merey, avert the threatened evils ! and that
he may do so, let it be the siueere concern of every oune, to repent and return to
God froin all his transgressians.  Ah! brethren, it is time that our political fer-
ments ceased ; that the rage of party spirit was come to an end. By such un-
hallowed, destruetive passions, we may be preparing the way for evil days, and
for sore work both to onrsclves and to our posterity.  Let us humble oursclves
betore God, and earnestly bescech him to return and have merey on our coun-
try ;1o turn us trom our transgressions ; to heal our divisions; to pour out his
spirit upon us, and abundantly to revive his work through all our churches. Ye
profussing people of God, be ve his remembrancers in this day of rebuke. Let
vour earuest cries ascend to that gracious throne, whence vou have so often
experienced deliverancee to your souls in titnes of trouble ! Letall that fear the
Lord, in our land, be found with his ministcrs, weeping between the porch
and the altar; and let them say—< Spare thy people, O Lord, aud give not
thine heritage to reproach ! And may the Lurd, in merey, hear our prayct,
and be treated for var land.  Jhner.



