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DISCOURSE.

REVELATION xvi. 13, 14.

And I fafwt'bree unclean [pirits like frogs come out
of the moutk: of the dragon, and out of the moutis
of tr'):_beq@end out cf the mouth of the falje
prophet.  For they are the fpirits of devils,
working miracles, which go forth unto the kings
of the earth, and of the whole world, to gatber
them to the baglle of that great day of God Al-
mighty. . -

IN this paflage, fome interefling
events gre foretold.®*To this fure word of
prophecy\ let us give earneft heed, that we
may forele evils, and feek protection in
Jehovah. Njs name is a ftrong tower, into
which the righteous may run and find fafety.

There is difhtulty in explaining prophecies
of temporal evants, until they receive their
accomplithment. Fur, as writcrs;(.havc judic-
1oufly obferved, it is ths.pature of fuch proph-
ecles nct to be thorough'{ underftood, till
they are thoroughly fulfilled. VThey have, how-
ever, {o definite 2 mecaning, that we may fafely
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confult them to influence our views, feelings

- and purfuits ; to firengthen and confirm our

~ fzith in the univerfal and perfect government
oi Jehovabh.

Saint John wazs favored with a revelation of
the moit interefting events from the time in
which he Jjved, to the end of the world. In
the paflage juft read, we are apprized of the
baleful influence of three impure and evil fpir-
its, which proceed out of the m®uth of the
dragon, of the beaft, and the falfe prophet.
It is well known that in the prophetic lan-
znaze of {cripture, a kingdom oggovernment
17 often reprefented by iome kind of beaft.
Mor 1s it unufual in fcripture, for the fame

thing to be reprefented under different fimil-
itudes.. 1o Dantel’s prophecy, the Perfian em-
pire is reprefented by a bear and a ram, and
“the Grecian by a leopard and a he-goat.
' The dragen is faid, in Rev. xx. to be that
old {crpent which is the Devil and Satan. He
is mentioned in chapter xii. as exifting before
'the beaft and the falfe prophet, and he contin-
ues to practife infernal wickednefs after they
. are caft into a lake of fire burning with brim-
‘{tone, as you will {fee by comparing chapter
'Xix. 20, with chapter xx. 10. The dragon,
in chapter xil. is reprefented as having fevea
- heads and ten horns, and {feven crowns upon
‘his heads. Heathen Rome appears to be
.intended by this prophetic reprefentation.
The faven heads, which were crowned, are
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feven kings ov forms of government, which
were fucceflively adopted at Rome. The ten
horns are the ten kingdoms, intc which the
Roman empire was afterwards divided. In
this view, the dragor, that cld {zrpent, whick
is the Devil and Satan, may be fi:1y reprefcat-
ed as having feven heads and t=n horns. ‘For
Satan reigned in heathen Rome. The feven
forms of government there adopted were un-
.der his influence ; and fo were the ten king-
doms, which afterwards arofe. For after he
- was caft out* of the Roman empire, by the ac-
ceilion of Conftantine the Great to the impe- -
rial throne, and by his edict in favor of the
chriftians, then the power of the dragon was
difplayed by the beaftt which rofe up out of
the {ea, having feven heads and ten horns, and -
upon his horns ten crowns, and upon his heads
the nime of blafphemy. And the dragen
aave him his power, and his feat, and great
authority.. This is the beaft mentioned in the
text ; and it appears that he had temporal 2u-
thority over the ten kingdoms into which the
Roman empire was divided. But we are in-
formed, verfe 11, of another beait coming up
out of the earth, and he had two horns like a
lamb, and he fpake as a dragon. And he ex-
erctfeth all the power of the firk beaft before
him, and caufeth the earth apd them which
dwell therein, to worfhip thearft beaft, whofe
A2 .
* Chap. xii. 9. 1 Chap. xui. 1,

B et e - —————— —
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- deadly wound was healed. And lLie doeth
great wonders, {o that he maketh fire come
down from heaven on the earth in the fight of
men, and deceiveth them -that dwell on the
earth by the means of thofe miracles which he
had power to do, &c. This beaft may be the
fame with the falic prophet in the text. They
agree in their moft prominent features. This
beaft doeth great wonders; and deceiveth
“them that dwell on the earth, by means of
thofe miracles which he had power te do in
the fight of the beaft. Of the falfe prophet
it 1s faid, chapter xix. 20, And the beaft was
taken and with him the falfe prophet that
wrought miracles before him, with which he
deceived them that had received the mark of
the beaft, and them that worfhipped his image.
Hepce the dragon, the beaft and the falic
prophet are combined together in the fame
caufe., The dragon gave the firft beaft his
power, and his feat, and great authority. And
the fecond beaft exercifeth ali the power of
the irft beaft before him. Being thus com-
bined, they form the Papal power.*

This power, we are informed, is to continue.
1260 years. The rife was gradual, and it ap-
pears that thy fall will be fo likewife. Could
we exaltly afecrtain when this power acquir-
cd its complete fate, we might know when it

* By the judicious n narks of a refpected friend, the

| foreguing pararraph has be:n fome altered, fince the
U Lifcourie was delivered,
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wouid be completely deftroyed. As early as
656, the Pope was declared to be univerfal
bxﬂmp He had then, and even before, great
influence, not only in ecclefiaftical concerns,
but alfo in the temporal affairs of the Roman
empire and other kingdoms conne&ted with it.
In 752, he began to difpofe of kingdoms, by
dethroning Childeric, king of France, orderimg
him into 2 monaftery ; and then releafing Pe-
pin of his oath, and affigning him the kiag-
dom. King Pepin, four years afterware
profecuted 2 war in Italy, where he fubdued
the Lombardo, and took the territory of Ra-
venna, which he prefented to the Pope, and
- thus gave him the authority of a temporal
prince. This authority of the Pope was after-
wards confirmed by Charlemagne, the fon and
fucceflor of Pcpm in the kingdom of France.-
For when a king of the Lombardo wiolated
his engagements and rebelled againft the Pope,
Charlemagne beficged -and defeated the re.
bellious king, and then went in perfon to
Rome to vifit the Pope, where he adjudged
and determined that bis Holinefs, being God’s
Vicar, could not be fubyselt to the judgment of man.
The Pope rewarded him for his iervice and
complaifance, by declaring him emperor on
chriftmas eve, A. D. 8oo.

We have clear {criptural authority for con-
hdering France as peculiarly active in eftab-
lithing the Papal power; in that we have late-
ly {feen this nation att~mpting to deftroy this '
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power. This.is agreeable to the prediction ¢
Rev. xvii. 16,0173 “:And the ten horns which
thou faweft upon ths beaft, thefe thall hate the
whore, and fhall make her defolate and naked,
and.thall eat her flefh, and burn her with fire..
For God hath put in their hearts to fulfil
his will, and to agree and give their kingdom
unto the beaft, until the words of God fhall
~ be fulfilled.” The fame power which exalts,
fhall be-the great inftrument of deftroving the
Romifh hierarchy. The attempts, however,
of Franee to defiroy the beaft- have hitherto
been only partial: For Bonaparte has re-ef-
tablithed -Popery ini France, Italy, =ad {fome
- Gther parts. _-A numerous train-of Jefuits-has

alfo’ been inflituted, after they had been, for
a.number of yecars, fupprefled in all Roman
catholic countries.. Bonaparte has likewile
inyited the Pope of late te crown him empe.
ror. Tlic Pope has complied; and Bonaparte
has received the imperial crown at his hand,
as Charlemagne had done, 1000 years before.
The Pope, in: this late coronation, has not
however conduted in that haughty, imperi-
ous manner, his predeceflor did.  He 1s great-
ly fallen. And, if:we begin to reckon the
1260 years continuance of the beaft, from the
timethe Pope became a temporal prince, we
may look for the complete abolition of the
Romifh hierarchy in about 200 years from
this time. - -
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In the chapter containing the text, we have
account of feven vials, to be poured out n
fuccellion upon the beaft and thofe devoted to
his intereft, and under his influence. In this
way, God’s wrath is in part executed upon
this idolatrous power. It feems that the run-
ning of thefe vials is to take up the time of
the beaft’s continuance, cr 1260 years. By
comparing the prophetic deicriptions of thefe
vials with events which have taken place, we
have fatisfactory evidence that five of thefe
vials were poured out {ome time fince. The
fifth wvial is pretty generally fuppofed to refer
to the reformation, which was begun by Lu-
ther, in 1517. Then the Pope and his adher-
ents fuffered great vexation and anguith : their
light was turned into darknefs, and their wif-
- dom into foolithaefs. They were baffied and
confounded in their attempts to prevent the
reformation, or to fupprefs the northern here-
fy, as they called it. They blafphemed the
God of heaven, by reviling his fervantsand the
truths they preached, by their anathemas
- againft them, and by eftablithing, in the coun-
cil of Trent, the whole {yftem of their corrupt
doctrines and idolatrous worihip. |

Allowing the feven vials to be running 1260
years, each one will have a period of 180
years. If the fifth- vial began to be poured
out in 1517, it would ceafe running, according
to this computation, in 1697. Confequently
the running of the fixth vial would commence
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about that time. We may therefore look in
the laft century and the beginning of this, for
events, which correfpond with the pmphctxc
defcription of this vial.

.. ¢ And the fixth angel poured out his vial
upon the great river Euphrates, and the wa-
ter thereof was dried up, that the way of the

kings of the eaft might be prepared.””
- You will recolle&t that in the revelation of
St. John, Babylon reprefents Rome. Hence
by adverting to the manner in which ancient
Babylon was deftroyed, we may learn, in view
of this paflage, how myftical Babylon, or the
church of Rome, is to be weakened, and
its final deftruction accelerated. The river

Euphrates was of great utility to the ancient
- Babylon. It ran through the city; it alforan
around the city on the outfide of the walls by
means of an artificial canal. Hence the river
defended the city, and alfo fupplied it with
water and fith, and other provifions which
were brought into it by water carriage. It
feerns the city could not be taken by a befieging
army, while it enjoyed the rich advantages of
this river. Hence it was by turning the courfe
of this river, fo that the channel under the
wall was dry, that Cyrus marched in, and
took the city for his uncle Darius, the Mede.

Cyrus and Darius were kings of the eaft; ; and
in the words of St. John there is an allufion to
the manner in which Babylon was taken. As
the water of the Euphrates was, in effect, dri-
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ed up<o prepare the way for the kings of the
eaft to deftroy Babyion ; fo the great fource.
of wealth and power to the church of Rome,
or myftical Babylon, is to be cut off, to pre-
pare for its dcftru&ion. This was greatly
done the laft century. In 1773, the order of
Jefuits was fupprefled and abolifhed. - Thefe:
had been warmly engaged in promoting the
Papal power. Poﬂcﬂin(g eminent abilities, and
a very enterprizing fpirit, they had, for a
time, fair profpects of propagating the catho-
lic faith through the world. In Germany;
the friars and nuns were fupprefled in 1785 5
and five years after, in France. In feme Pop-
ith countries, the inquifition has been abolith-
ed, the laft century ; and in others;. its dread-
ful feverity and cruelty have been moderated,
The Pope has alfo, in the fame period, grea®
ly loft his influence, his power, and his reve-
nue in Rome, in France,in Germany, and oth-
er places. A vaft many of the Romifh cler
have been {lain or banifthed, and their eftates
confifcated. ¢ At the fame time, the perfon-
al revenues of the Pope have been exceedingly
diminifhed, and in a great meafure annihilat-
ed. Avignon, that ancient and opulent city,
and the whole province, of which it was the
capital, has been taken from him. The late
Pope was feized, divefted of all temporal do-
minion, reftricted to a certain penfion, and ex-
iled from his royal,city.” How exceedingly
have been dried up the waters of the myftical:

Euphgates.
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Bat notmthﬁ;&}::sﬁ ‘the man of\Mfiy 224
been excecdmgl weskened, in fome refpeds,
yet, in others, ke has had aftonithing influ.
ence and fuccefs, agreeably to divine predic.
ton. And | faw 1bree unclean fpirits like frog:
comz out of the mouwth of tLe” dragon, ard out of
the mouth of the beaft, and cut of the mouth of the
falfe propber.  Fr they are the [fpirits of devils,
- working miracles, whicl go forth unto ihe kings of
the carth, and of the whele world, to gather them
to the battle of that great day of God Almighty.

friend of revchuon, on reading tkis paf-

,. can doubt but that hercis a premheiic
defcription of fome miglity efforts of wicked:
nefs. ' - Defcriptions, fimilar in fubflance, are
- given in otherparts of the facred volome. In
. Daniel xii. 10, we are informed of 2 pcnod
f#obably the fame with this in the texr, when
many fhall be purified and made white and
tﬂcd but the vicked [bail ds wickedly, and none
of the <wicked (ball underfand. ‘The wicked al-
ways do wickedly. But here feems to be a
period foretold, when they fhall do wickedly
to a far greater degree, and be in a flate of
greater blindnefs and infatuation. We are
told in I Timothy . that in the lof? days,
probably the prefent, or the time of the fixth
vial, perilous times fboll ccme : for men fbail be
lovers of their own felves, covetous, beaflers, prowd,
blq/})bemer:, difobedient to parcnts, untbankful, 1n-
boly, without natural affeflion, truce-breakers,

fal e amg/'er.r, incondiment, fiercey defpifers of thofe
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tbet are seed, traiters, beady. bighminded, Yoac
ers of pleq/'urf: more than lover r;f G‘dd having
a iefss but denying ‘be power thci sf.
VC]:;:..:? {nﬁaa/r;g cmmcza{:on of mckcdneé
is here foretold. St. Peter alfo zpprizexnsof
the Gme abounding wickednefs. Tkhere fhall
come, in the laft days, ﬁqﬂ'er:, walking ofter their
own lufis.* He alfo inferms us that thefe will
deride the idea of the Lord’s coming to jude-
ment, and infinuate that all things, oontmue as
they were from the beginning’ of the creation.
Confequently they will deny that there bes
been any fuch-univerfal deluge and deftrudion
of mankind as the Bible declares. His words
in the preceding chapter may point out the
manger in which thefe agents: of the wicked
onc proceed.  For when they fpeak great furell

1ag worde & vanity, they allure tlmmgb the hfts
of the fq/b, *Srough much wantonnefs, thfe that
were clean efceed from them wwho live in error.
While thzy promifc them liberty, they themfelves are
the fervanis of corrupiion.t

It appears from the text that thefe agen
of inferral’ wickednefs, thele fpirits of devils,
fhali do wonders; for fo the word, trarnflated
miracles, may be.rendered. The wonders they
perform may be their awful and fuccefsful at.
templs to promote wickednefs and infidelity,
and combife kings or rulers and the people
of the whele world in oppefing the MoR
B

*11. Epifilé, itk 3. ¥ Verfes 18 and 1o,
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High. In this way, the wicked will become
ripe for deftruction, and then the battle of the
great day of God Almighty will commence in
the pouring out of the feventh vial,

Let us examine the accomplithment of this
interefling prophecy. '

As the?c evil {pirits proceed from the beatt,
fo we muft look for their origin and firft ap-
pearance in thofe places, where the beaft has
moft fuccefsfully exerted his influence.
- In a nation, under the influence, and great-
ly devoted to the interefts, of the beait, a con--
fpiracy was formed, the laft century, to abolifh
the chriftian religion. In this confpiracy, Vol-
taire was a diftinguithed character. He was
born, A. D. 1694, in France; and there he
received his education. He fo early engaged
in-the defign of abolifhing chriftianity, that,
while a ftudent, he received this prophetic re-
buke from his inftruétor :  Unfortunate
young man, you will one day come to be the
ftandard bearer of infidelity.* |

After this, he aflociated with men of corrupt
morals; and, in 1730, he became fo open
and fanguine in oppofing chriftianity, that
when it was faid to him, ¢ you may do or
write what you pleafe, you will never be able
to deftroy the chriftian religion,” he replied
without hefitation, ¢ That i1s what we fhall
fee.” He was fo confident of fuccefs, that he

* Payfon’s Modern Antichrift, page 32.
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would fay, “I am weary of heanné people
t that twelve men have Loon fu

eﬁabhfh chriftianity ; and I will prove that
one may fuffice to overthrow 1t.”* But he
foon found that he was not equal to the work.
‘He therefore obtained the aid and confidence
of others, particulardy I’ Alembert, Frederic
'L king of Pruffia, and Diderot.} In 1752,
the confpiracy affumed: a regular form, and
Voltaire became its chicf.} < Crufh the Wretc’,”
was their watch word, which they ufed to an-
imate each other. T he perion whom they de-
fignated by this opprobricus name, and whom
they . intended to crufth, was Jefas Chrift.
Twelw Jfeoundrels, they termed kis apoftles.§

-A number of diftinguifted - characters, and
pcrfons in-high fations -aflociated with Vol-
taire in his defign againft chrifianity. Of
thefe were “ Jofeph IL. - eruperor of Germany,
Catharine II. emprefs of Ruflia, Chriftiern VII.
king cf Denmark, Gutavus HL king of Swe-
den, Ulrica, queen of Swedcn, and Poniatowf- -
ki, king of Poland 3 - |

“ A great part of the mxmﬁry the noblefs,
and higher claf; of citizens in France, and (ex- |
cepting the clergy, who for the moft part re-
mained firra.in the caufe of relipion) the lite-
rati, not of France only, but of Earope in gen-
eral, appear to have been enfnarcd w.:h this
fafcm.mng philofophy. Nor was it confined

* Ibic. page 3 t Ibid. page 31.
1 1bid. page 38 § Ibid. page 3¢

cientt¢
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to men of {cience.””* Its influence extended
to the lower claffes of fociety. This anti-
chriftian fpirit drew in kings and rulers, as
well as common people, to promote its cor-
rupt defigns. '

A detail of fome of the methods, which
the confpirators adopted to accomplith their
objet, may exhibit increafing evidence of their
‘defigns, give fome view of their fuccefs, and
lead us to reflect on cur own danger.

One method was to abound in. profeflions
of love and regard to their fellow men. They
made great preieniions to toleration,reafon and
humanity. They prochimed themfelves the
friends-of liberty and the rights of man, By
fuch profefhions, often repeated, many were
¢xeeedingly captivated, and difpofed t0. view
‘the confpiratars as their beft frieads. Num-
bers were charmed with the magic founds of
veafon and philolophy, of liberty and the
equal rights of man. If Voitaire and his afo-
ciates had appeared without difguife, and call-
cd themfelves the enemies of chriftianity, they
wovrld have been generally defpifed ;. but by
intrigie and diflimulation, they induced many
to favor their abominable views. Without’
hefitation, they could make profeffions of re-
ligion when they faw it expedient, for obtain-
ing their object. “ Many were duped by what
D’ Alembert calls Jis vows 1o religion ; and Vol

* Ibid. page 55, 56.
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taire boafts much of the fuccefs of his mafter
ftroke of policy isi ere@ing a church and con-
ftantly receiving communion.”*
- Another method was to diffeminate mﬁdl;:l,
corrupt, diforganizing publications. In this
way gprt&t rg::werg made to weaken and
the truth of fcripture -hiftory, to un-
hmgé{h e public mind, -and effet a general
revajution-of moral aad religious fentiment.
« Wmmgs, in every form and fhape, calcu-
hted to excite licentious defires, to deprave
the mioral tafte, to communicate thc infeGtion
of infidelity, and exhibit religion in a ridicu-
lous: view, were crowded'upon the public.”’t
Thefe pubh‘.attons .were fold to fome, and
frecly given to others. In thefe writings, it
was infinuated and declared that the God of
the Jews and af-the Chriftians is but a phan-
tom-und chimera; that all ideas of juftice
and injuftice, of virtue and vice are arbitrary
and dependant on cuftom ; that the foul is a
chimera ; that modefty is only an invention
of reﬁned voluptuoufnefs; and that the fear
of the Lord is the bcgmnmg of folly.}] Vari-
ous other fmmoral, impious, and abommable
opinions were inculcated:
Another method was to condu& in the
moft fecret manner. Secrecy they viewed ef-
fentially neceflary, in order to be fuccefsful.

32

* Ibid. page 54. + Ibid. page 47.
% Ibid. page 49, so.
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They- defigned to a& completely the pary
of confpirators. Hence their chief would
often remind them, « Strike; hurl the jave:
lin, but hide your hand.” They concert-
éd plans to difieminate their pernicious fentis
ments, as lecretdy as poflible.  This was great-
ly. effected by the publigation. of the ¥French
Encyelopedia ; a work, proje@ed by DfAlems
bert, one of the confpirators. The.-pyhlic
were promiled that it thould be a complete
treafure of human arts and {ciences ; and that
all the articles on religious fubjedts thould be
compiled by learned and orthodex divines.
But the work. proved:to he the handmaid:of
infidelity. The publication: was greatly op-
pofed by the virtuous and enlightened, and
was for a time fufpended. At length, it was
compieted ;. and following editions, under the
appearance of being cerrected, were more: fills
ed. with the poifon. of infidelity. and. atheifm,*
‘The fecret focieties inftituted in France and
Germany had great influence in prometing
. the defigns of the confpirators. Thefe focie-
- ties were -inftituted much in the manner: of
~ lodges of free-mafons. Their objeét: and
views however were very different, being this,
‘to diffeminate the moft corrupt.and-pernicious
fentiments. The moft diftinguifhed of thefe
focieties was the Grand Orient at Baris. This
may be confidered, rather as a mafonic parlia- -

¥ Ibid, page 39, 405-41.




ment; compofed of delegates from all the prings-
pal lodges,and;in which, mafonic concerns were
ultimately determpined..  In: 1780, thig fociety
bad ynder its diraltion 266 improved lodzes.®
. Similat {ocicties: wera aHo formad in Gen
many about the middle or the: lalt century. -
A clofe, copnexion wag form:d between fome
of .thefe and. the; focicties in, Kranco .. Become
ingracquainted with the new -difcoverigs. of
the French, the German: adepts imbibed the
opinion, ¢ that religion was the flavery of -the
frechorn. mind:;. that neafon. was the, only
fafe guide, and the only deity’ whom: mane
kind-ought-to- worthip s that the effablifhment
of government. was: the. ‘orginal- fin ;. and
emancipation from; all legal refiraint, the true
regeneration taught by lJefus Chrift; and
which can be.efleCied:-only by the wonderful
power of thole two words, liberty and: equalis
ty.’t It:appears. that the great objet aof the
focieties: was 1o propagate thefe and fimilar
fentimentss . ... . . |
.. A diftinguifbed charafter in thefe focieties
was * Dr. Adam Weithaupt, profeflor of cane
on law in the vniverfity.of Ingolitadst. He
had. acquired:a; high. repriation in his profefs
fion, which dsew arquad him.gumbers from
the neighbaring univerities..’ :His extenfive
influence was employed in difleminating the

* Ibid. page 74. + Ibid.‘ page 77. |
3 1bid. page 8. =
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 moft pamcmus' opinions. He pradifed vari-
ous arts of deception and intrigue to obliterate
from the minds of others every moral and re-
Ligious fentiment. - He explored every avenue
to the human heart, that ' heé might feduce his
" fellow-men, and lead them to adopt fuch prin.
ciples as would beft promote his defigns. - And
according tohis own reptefentation of the mat-
~ ter, as- itafterwards appeared, the moft -infa.
mous chiraftets were affociited with him in
this bufinéfs. To gain profelytes, not only art.
ful “infinuations, but alfo downn-ght lymg
- were prattifed. -

“It was by the diicévety of many dangerous
pubhcations, {écretly:circolated, that the pub-
ic were firft alarmed. -Some of thefe were
traced back to -the fociety of which Weith-
aupt was ‘member. 'Methods werc taken to
dete&t the confpirators ;-and, “in 1%8%,four
profoffors of the Marianen Acadettly, with
fome others, who appgar to; bave: withdrawn
from the order under a conviftion of its evil
tendency, were fummoned before a court of
enquiry.—Their evidence was -alarming.—
They declared ¢ that in the lodges fenfual pleaf-
ures were advocated, and felf-murder juftified
oh epicurian and ﬁorcal principles; that death
was reprefented ac an eternal flecp ; patriotiim
and loyalty were called narrow-minded preju-
dices, incompatible with univerfal benevolence.
Nothing was fo frequently difcufled as the
propriety of employing, for a good purpole,
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the means which the wicked employed for
evil purpofes.’—Thefe depofitions, given fep-
arately,-under oath, and the fignature of - the
deponents, were perfely harmonious.”*

In 1786, a coilection of their ongmal Wit
ings was found. From thefe, it appears that
they inculcated athecifm and the mortalicy of
the foul, or that death is the final end of r1an;
that the -ufed the nawe.chriftian, and fubititu-
ted réafon for chriftianity ;. ané that they ac-
knowledge their fyRem to be ©a bundle of lesy
It alfo appears that their objeét was an uriver
fal revolution, to be eﬂ'e&ed in the modk fecret
manner.f = Can there be any doubt that here
is 3 fulfilment, in part at lcaﬁ, of the predic-
tionjof thre¢ umclean {pirits, going fmtb
to gather the world together againft the AL

gh*y ? For, « three of the witncfles abave
* mentioned dedare, that while cepne@ad with
the qrder, they were fgveral times informed,
that it had extended ta lialy, to Venice, te
Auftria, to Holland, Saxony on the Rhme. |
and even to dmerica,”’}
~ How widely extended wias their mﬁnemc
at that penqd But it does not appear that
this difcovery defeated the defigns of the cos-
fpirators.  Weilhaupt had previoufly faid,
¢ dew_my:whole order gp to rack and ruing
in thice yeats, & will, antkver to. reftore it, and
that {0 a mors: powsxful ftate tham it was. in

*Ibid. page 116, 117." % Ibid. pagc 1Ly, 118.1:93 121,
{ Ibid. page-129, .
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before. Obftacles only' ftimulate my a&iv-
ity.”* Hence a new- confcderaticn was
projected, under the fame : of the German Un-
ion. This confederition owed its exiftence in 2
eat degree 40 this' cirfcumftance: That
eme of religion;’ which ‘excludes from the
gofvel its pecultar and dx&ngmﬂnng dodtrines,
had made rapid progrefs in Germany, until
chriftianity appeared b#it very little, if any,
fuperior to the religion of nature. ‘Hence 2
favorable opportunity was preferited to thofe,
who wifhed to deftroy the chriftian re-
ligion, to join with thofe divines, whe deni-
- ed or explained away the peculiar znd eflential
doctrines of the gofpel. - “The opportunity was
gladly embraced by the-enchiies of chiriftianic
ty, and the German Union was formed. Im-
mediately * a’ multitude- of writers appear-
ed, who exprefled great zeal for chriftian-
ity ; but the manifeft ebje& of this Z¢al was to
reduce it to a fyftem of natural religion. The
Bible was. cxplamed, corretted, allcgonzed;
and otherwife twifted, till the minds of - racn
had hardly any ibing Teft to reft on, as a doc-
trine of revealed rveligion.”} This prepared
the way for others to come forward and de-
ny revclatlon, and then declare that reafon
was man’s only rules” Aand the next ftep tak-
en was to. mculcatc the do@rines of material-

ifm and atheifm.}- On the whole, « it appears,

*-1bid. page 132. + Ibid. page 133, 134.
3 Se Noje A. at the end of the Difeourfe.
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as an eminent chara@ter obferves,* from
undoubted evidence, collecled from the moft authen-
tic fources, and produced about the fame time
by two different authors, of different countries and
different religions, and writing witbout the leaft
concert or communication with each other,t that
- there have in fa& fubfifted in the heart of Eu-
rope, certain fecs of men, diftinguifhed by va-
Tious myﬁcnous rites and ceremonies, but all
concurring in one common objedt, namely,
the gradual overthrow, not merely. of -all re-
ligion, but of all civil government and all fo-
cial order throughout the whole chriftian
worid. This defign they had been carrying
on with incredible induftry and perfeverance
in’ vafious ways for a long courfc . of years;
fome openly attacking the great buiwarks of mo-
rality .and religion, others fecretly undermining
their foundations, till at length the exply f ton burft
out inftantaneoufly on one deveted country.”

Who then can wonder that the French rev-
olution has taken place, when fuch means had
been ufed to corrupt the public mind? When
infidel and atheiftical fentiments had been ex-
tending their influence for years among that
people, it cannc ¢ furprize us that tie following
blafphemous fentiments thould be exprefled in
a dxfcourfc, compofed by. Anacharﬁs Cloats,
and printed and circulated by order of the
National Convention. “Man, when free,

* The bithop of London, in his charge to the clergy
of his diocefe. + Barruel and Robifon.
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Wiénts no other divimity chan hkimfelf. Rea-
fon dethrones both the kings of the earth,
and the king of héaven. No moriarchy above,
if we with to preferve our republic below. Vol
umes have been written to determine whether
a republic of atheifts could exift : I maintaiu
that every other republic isa chimera. If vou
admit the exiftcace of an heaverly foveragn;
you-introduce the wooden horfe, within your
walls; what you adore by day will be your
defiru&tion - at- night.””* ":onﬁdenng the zeal
and induftry of Volaire and his aflociates, we
‘nided not wondér that the National Conven-
tion gave an explicit fan&ion to the above fen:
‘timents. 'When the people had been abun-
dantly faught that family. government is the
beginning of all tyranny, and civil government
a curfe; that chaftity and natural affeGtion are
mere prejudrces that murder, adultery, and
other crimes are lawful and virtuous, when
circumftances require them to be perpetrated,
we need not be furprifed that thoufands have
been inhumanly murdered ; that mothers have
- given their babes to be killed, that they
themfelves might be freed from the trouble of
nurfing them ; that the facred obligations of
the’ marriage covenant have been diflolved;
and proftitutionf countenanced by the Nation-
. al Convention.f How ftrikingly we behold
~ the fulfilment of the text, and the genuine

“* Payfon’s Mod. Anti. page 213,
¢ Ibd. page 224, 225, 226, 227.*
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tendency of iofidelity and atheiiin, in ‘this
threefold combination agrinft religion, civii
government, and domeftic fociety. Won-
ders have been performed—fuch wonders zs
aftonith a great part of mankind. |

The fure word of prophecy informs us that
thefe evil fpirits will extend their influnence
through the world of mankind. According-
ly it appears that Weifthaupt contemplated the
plan of an order, which thould in time govern
the world. Have we then no reafon to fear
let we, mm thefe United States, fhould be
brought under the influence of thele evil fpir-
its - Have we 1o caufe to fufped that this is
already the cafe, in fome degree?

It is very evideat to every impartial, dif-
cerring mind, that impiety, infidclity, and va-
rious kinds of wickednefs have greatly increaf-
ed in this land, within a hundred yearst pait.
A writer of eminence-* and well acquainted
with the hiftory of the ‘aft certury, obferves,
that “ the firft confiderab'e change in the relig-
ious character of the people of this country
was accomplithed by the war, which began in
17§ 5.~Loofer habits of thinking began then
to be adopted, and were followed, as they al-
ways are, by loofer condué. The American
war increafed thefe evils.—A long train of im.
moral doé&rines and pradtices fpread into ev-
ery corner of the country. The profanation
) C

* Dr. Dwight, -Prefident of Yale College.









































































