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PREFACE.

e~

-

WHEN the Author delivered the following Discourse he had
rot contemplated its publication ; but being challenged by some of
his political opponents, and importuned by some of his friends, he
at length consented that it should go to the press.* It cannot be

* s soon as the fireacher had finished his discourse, before he
kad got to the door of the meeting-house, a certain gentleman met
him, and said, ¢ I sufiprose you think you have now declared all
the counsel of God, don’t you 2 The pireacher tg)d him, No ;
that it was imfrossible to declare all tbe ccunsel of God in one
day ; but he had done what he cvuld towards it, according to
the time, and occasion. The gentleman declared that it was no-
thing but blackguarding. The pireacher told him that if telling
the truth was blackguarding he could not helpy it. He then of-
Sered 20s. for his sermon : The Minister told him that if he
would wait a little while he should have it much cheafier. The
gentleman inmsted upon having it THEN, and offered §5. The
Minister still refused, and went out of the door. Soon after
he heard rather loud talking, and, turning round, saw a large
company (‘nearly the whole audience ) together, debating ; some
insigting that there was not a word of truth in what the minis-
ter had delivered: others as strongly insisted that it was all,
true. The contention continued at least an hour ; when theg
all went into the house again, in a friendly way, made %noradlé .
concessions to each other, and attended to a philosophical ques-
tion which they had previously firofiosed. But still both fiar-
ties insist that the sermon ghall be printed. The preacher had
not time to firove all his assertions us se delrvered the discourse &
he concluded that most of his audience would acknowledge the
truth of what he delivered. But since this was not the case the
fireacher has taken fiains to collect such evidence as the nature
of the case requires. If our rulers are, indeed, such men, and
have conducted as the preacher has asserted, (or if ene half be
true ) all ought to know ity and never give their suffrages for
such men again. But if it be not true the preacher ought to be
detected in his slanderous refiorts. '



expected that such a hasty production should be without its im-
perfections, both as to style and sentiment. If, however, the au-
thor have said any thing which is not strictly true he is willing to
be corrected. This is the third time the author has preached upon
a similar occasion this year. Thbe first time he avoided saying any
thing upon politics lest he should give offence. The next time it
appeared to be his duty (since war was declared ;) and he prepar-
ed to preach upon those words of the apostle, James iv. 4. From
whence come wars and fightings ameng you2 But just before the
day came, his friends hearing of it, and fearing the consequence,
persuaded him to desist. The author did not expect to be called
upon by his people to preach a third time upon the like occasion so
¢oon ; and therefore made no particular preparation till one or two
days before the Fast, when he came to a conclusion that it was his
indispensible‘duty to say something cencerning the deplorable si-
tuation of our state, and nation. If he have erred, and given just
occasion of offence, he humbly begs forgiveness of God and those
who were offended. His error was that of the head, and not of
the heart. No man can be more desirous of gaining the geood will
of his hearers, when he can do it consistently ¥ith a good con-
science. The author cannot teel like an indifferent spectator of
the ruin of his country, which he considers as rapidly approach-
ing. He bas a right, in common with others, to regard his own
interest, ard that of his posterity. He feels for his country, for
whizh he, more than once, exposed his life to imminent danger in
the revolutionary war. But above all he feels for the interests of
the ReperMmer’s kingdom, which he considers as intimately con.

=~ nected with the salvation, or destruction, ot his country.

After having anticipated, w:th fearfal apprehensions, a change of
men and measures, he has, for nearly twelve years, with heartfelt
grief, viewed the noble superstruciure, reared by WAsuiNGTON,
and his coadjutors, hastily tumbling te ruin,

It has become a maxim, with a certain class of men, *¢ That mi.
nisters of the gospel have no business with politics.”” What is this
but saying that ministers shall not care wiether mankind are hap-
Py, or miserable? Whether the nation sink, or swim? Whether
we are governed by good and wholescme laws ; or by mobs ? by
our own rulers; or by foreign tyrants? Whether the pure and un-
defiled religion of Jesus Christ provail ; or infidel philosophy ?

>
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"The prophets and priests of old were sent by God to declere his
counsel to 4ings, to governors, and to judges, as well as to common
people. Duties are required of rulers, in the word of God, as well as
of common people. And the whole counsel of God must be decla-
red, and nothing kept back that is profitable to the people. Rulers
ought to know, that however they may be exalted above the mes-
sengers of the Lord of Hosts; yet they are not abeve him who
sent them. When Ezekiel saw a sword coming upon his people
he was commanded to give them warning. Had he forborne to
warn them, he would not only have been guilty of rebellion against
God, but of murdering his people, had they been taken away in
their iniquity. Every wise man, who has observed the signs of the
times, may, without a spirit of prophecy, see that destruction has
been coming upon this nation for several years past; and is now
even at the doors: and that, without a speedy reformation, and a
change of men and measures, our ruin is inevitable. John Baptist
preached politics to soldiers, and to tax-gatherers, if not to king
Herod himself. Paal did the same to the Romans, and directed
Titus to preach politics to his hearers. James touches upon poli-
tics when he enquires concerning the origin of wars and fightings :
why then should it be thought criminal in ministers now to do the
same! The apostle Peter directs his hearers to submit to every
ordinance of man for the Lord’s sake: But he was ro tory. He
did not preach, nor practise, passive obedience and non-resistance.
He chose to disobey men rather than disobey God.

It affords painful sensations to the preacher to say any thing
which seems to bear hard upon any of his political opponents. But
some of them, perbaps, have said as hard things against their op-
ponents, and with as lit:le grounds. And were not some of you,
once Federalists? and did you not ¢then say, that it was impossible
to be an Aonest, understanding Democrat? Now, if you can have.
charity for yourselves, when you said thus, ean you not have cha-
rity for us should we say the same ?

Many of those persons who are finding fault with federal minis-
ters for meddling with politics, are willing enough that democratic
ministers sheuld be legislators ;* nay, come out of prison,} again

* There are T WELVE democratic ministers in the legislature of
Massachusetts.

T The Governor has pardoned Martin and let him out of the State.
Prison to preach politics.
AL
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to preach, and spread their poison through the state * = ¢ » » o
Some of our opponents declare that there is no connection between
religion, and politics ; and it is readily granted that there is nore
between religion, and the politics of the present ruling powers. —
But there ought to be. Whether we eat, or drink, or whatever we
do, we ought to do all to the glory of God. Good politics promote
the happiness of men in this world; true religion seeks the happi-
ness of men both here and hereafter. If there be any likeness be-
tween the first and second table precepts, then there is between
true religion and good politics. Good rulers are the ministers of
God to the people for good ; they are nursing fathers to the church
and peopfe of God.

1t will be readily granted that some ministers of the gospel, as
well as other gentlemen of a liberal education, have obtained a con-
siderable acquaintance with more branches of science than one.—
Some have,been doctors of law,and of medicine. Now suppose such
a minister should be called to pray with a sick parishioner, and
should observe a young, or old, quack, no matter which, about te
administer a drug, which by experience he knew would ruin, if
not totally destroy, his friend’s constitution, ought not such a mi-
nister modestly to signify his fears to his friend? and should he
not do it, and his friend should take the drug, and it should kill him,
would he not become accessary to his death? Do disinterested be-
nevolence, and the duties of a minister, so circumscribe his labors,
that he shall not, when be has an opportunity, do good but in one
particular way ? Further, Would not all blame a minister should
his country be unjustly invaded, if he would not turn out and
fight forit? And if he may fight and pray for his country, may
he not speak for it, and try to prevent quacks from ruining
#s constitution and life? Or must he go with the multitude
to do evil? May not a minister as well step a littie, once in
a while, out of the ordinary eourse of his preaching, to instruct
his people in the meaus they should use to save their country
from flames, as he might to put out the fire which was consum-
ing their dwellings? Ministers are as little likely to err through
prejudice, or to be influenced by selfish motives, or ambitious
views, as any class of men whatever; and therefore people ought
more readily to listen to them. Few of us expect, or desire, any ci-
vil office. We would wish, by our counsel and advice, to do all the
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good we can in the situation in which God hath placed as. Ttis
not with us, as some of our poiitical opponents have been frank-
enough to own it is with them, and have declared it wa< so with
all, (judging others by themselves.) viz. That all the strife and
contention on both sides was for office. We wish to have the
public ship saved, no matter by whom. Our all is on board : we
prefer old experienced pilots, such as have, once and again, gotten
the ship under weigh * in full tide of successful experiment ;’’ and
have steered her safely between Sylla and Charibdis. If we cannot
sail in the English Channel, between Paris and London, through
fear that our merchantmen will be searched for deserters by the
British, or burned by the French, we would rather sail round by
Norway, and avoid them both; or go to China by the Cape of Goed
Hope. But we cannot feel indifferent respecting the issue of the
voyage, like the Hibernian when he was coming a passenger into
this country. Being overtaken by a storm the vessel sprang a leak.
All hands were needed to keep the vessel above water. The Hi.
bernian, in the mean time, walked backward and forward with his
hands in his pockets, whistling, without offering his assistance.—
One of the crew requested him to take hold of the pump, or the
vessel would go to the bottom. ¢¢ What care I, (said the Paddy)
1 am only a passenger "’ 1 readily acknowledge that it seems hard
for a Democrat to hear-a Federal minister preach upon politics;
and to pay him too. I must confess 1 should not be willing to do
it myself. The same may be said about preaching any doctrine in
the Bible. Arminians, Unitarians, Arians, Socinians, Antinomi-
ans and Universalists, are all in pain when they hear a Calvinist
preach ; nor are they compelled te do it. They can refuse their
support ; they can forsake the assembling <f themselves together,
as the manner of some is.

Says a late writer, It is as much the duty of a minister of the
gospel to enjoin upon his audience the upright exercise of their po-
litical privileges, and the conscientious fulfilment of their political
duties, on occasions when dishonesty in the exercise of those rights,
and untaithfulness in the performance of those duties call for it, as
it is 10 enforce upon them the obligations ot family worship, or
justice to neighbe1 , or any other religious or moral duty whatev-
er. At the same time, I concede, that, while a Minister must per-
form his duty boldly and with perfect plainness, and may not omit



it without being guilty of unfaitblessness to his trust, and incur-
ring the displeasure and chastisement of his God, yet there is per-
haps no one duty which requires, in the performance of it, more
discretion and purity. Am I then asked, what are to be his bounds
and his rule, in his animadversions on misconduct ? I answer TRUTH
as to facts, and the WorD or Gop as to principles. With these to
regulate him, he is bound to enjeoin uprightness, and to denounce
iniquity, as well in public officers as in private life. And if any man,
or set of men, shrink from the application of this test, and feel the
strokes cut deep, in the name of deceney, and for the sake of appea-
rances, let them suppress their ire, lest their own clamours speak
a language ¢ trumpet tongued™ for their condemnation. Or if they
feel the probe, let them writhe under it; and if they charge any
minister with overstepping those limits, let them produce and
prove their facts, or be silent.”

Sa‘d the great and good Washington, in his farewell address,
¢¢It becomes all persons, of whatever denomination, to exert them.
selves to the utmost of their abilities, in all lawful ways, to sup-
port the federal constitution.” Agreeably to this injunction of the
father of his country, the author of the following address thinks
himself warranted in contributing his mite.



DISCOURSE.

el Gen

Eccr. vii. 10. Say not thow, What is the cause that
the former days were better than these ; for thou
dost not enquire wisely concerning this.

TIIESE are the words of the preacher, the son
of David, king of Israel.

He came to the throne when the wise and prudent
measures of the former administration were in full
tid. of successful experiment. His predecessor had
haa wany difficulties to encounter, which were caused
by means of the weakness, wickedness, and misman-
agement of king Saul, and by meaiis of some mobs
and rebelliens, which were fomented by the factious
and turbulent. But this pious and good king, this
man after God’s own heart, overcame all ohstac¢les,
erushed all rebellions and conspiracies, subdued his
foreign enemies; and resigned his erown and king-
dom to his son Solomon, in a peaceful, and happy
state. Happy, thrice blessed and happy would it have
been for that nation. had Solumon eontinued to c¢on-
duct as he beg..n. But it seems his prosperity elated
him.—Ile married many strange wives, who turned
away his heart. These out-landish wonren caused him
to sin. Contrary to the command of God he greatly
multiplied to himself wives, horses, silver and gold.
At this God was highly displeased, and threatened
to rend the kingdom, and take away ten tribes;
Which threatening was acecomplished in the days of
his son Rehoboam. God raised up adversaries to
Solomon. Tt seems that the king humbled himself
and repented ; and it is thought that he wrote the
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book of Proverbs, and Ecclesiastes, after his repen-
tance, and rcformation. But, alas! the former ill
example of Solomon in loving many wives, and wor-
shipping iuols, did more towards corrupting the nation
than his after precepts, repentance, and reformation,
did towards reforming them.

¢ Example sways more than precept.” People are
extremely prone to imitate their rulers, especially in
infidelity, and licentiousness.

On account of the degeneracy of the nation it be-
gan to go ill with them in the days of Solomon ; and
they began to enquirve into the cause. But they did
not enquire wisely. 'They did not impute the cvil ef-
fects to the proper cause: Few, or none, were willing
to acknowledge that they were the blamable eause of
the evils they experienced. Every ene is naturally
disposed to lay the blame to others.

It is no uncommon thing for peeople to think, and
say, that times and seasons grow worse, even when
they do not. < 'The seasons of the year are not so
favorable as they were in times past. The winters
are longer, and more tedious. The spring is more
eold, and backward: The summers are shorter, and
colder: The harvests are not so plentiful. We have
- more rain in harvest ; more frosts, blasting and mil-
dew. Our cattle die more frequently by the hail, and
our flocks by hot thunderbolts.” Old people, and
those who are naturally of a gloomy, melanchely
turn, are apt to complain, that their servants are not
80 faithful, nor their children so obedient, ror young
people so respectful to the aged, as in former days.—
Some are apt to eomplain that neighbors are not so
kind, and obliging, nor tradesmen so just and honest
in their dealings ; nor ministers so great, so faithful,
so zealous, and animated, in their labors, as they for-
merly were. And not a few complain of their ru-
lers.

There may be some just grounds of complaint in all
these respects; but it is possible that some complain
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without just grounds; or they may carry their com-
plaints too far: they may possibly find fault when
they ought to commend : they may impute the bad-
ness of the times to a wrong cause. 'The wise man
does not blame people so much for enquiring into the
cause ot hard times, as he does for the manner of
their enquiry.

It is my design inthe following discourse to enquire
whether any former days were better than these? and
if so, cnquire why they were so?! and what we must
do that future days may be as good as the past.

I. We are to enquire whether any former days, we
cver saw, were better than these.

To this enquiry we might briefly answer, that this
nation hath seen worse days, and they have seen bet-
ter days than these. 'This nation saw worse days
when our forefathers were oppressed in their own
country in England about two hundred years ago, not
being allowed to worship God according tv their con-
sciences. They were fined, thcy were imprisoned for
life, for preaching, and for hearing the gospel preach-
ed; even in private dwellings, by the ministers of
their own choice. Three thousand ministers, such
as Flavel, Owen, and Baxter, were turned out of their
livings for not subscribing to the act of Uniformity.
In 1607, the pious Mr. Robinson, a miaister of the
gospel, in the north of England, on account of perse-
cution, removed with a principal part of his flock to
Holland. But being straitened in their cireumstances
in 1620 many of his people hired a Dutchman to bring
them to New-Yerk, then in possession of the Dutch.
But being unwilling the English should possess such
a good land he was bribed by the Dutch to bring
them to Plymouth, a rocky, barren land, inhabited by
the Indians, and wild beasts.

It being at a late season of the year many of them
perished by famine, and the inclemeney of the seasen.
The vessel returned for sustenance ; but hefore any
arrived mest of those who survived the famine, and
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the extremity of the winter, were cut off by the sava-
es.

d Ii would execeed the bounds of this discourse to give
but a brief detail of their suffering by war, kv famine,
and by pestilenee since. Suffice it to say, that France
on the north, and Spain, on the south, and the sava-
ges of the west, formed a line of forts irom the mouth
of the river St. Lawrence to the mouth of the Missis-
sippi, determining to drive us to the sea; and then
their fleets, and armies together were to cut us off
from being a nation; or compel us to embrace the
popish religion.

Then did our fathers call upon God for deliver-
ance ; and their cry came up into the ears of the
Lord of hosts, He bowed the heavens, and came
down: He rode upon a Cherub, and did fly : He was
seen upon the wings of the wind. He sent out his ar-

‘rows and scattered them, and his lightnings, and dis-
comfited them. He did blow with his wind, and pre-
vented many of those vessels, which were destined to
bring their armies into this country, from getting out
of their harbors, till the season of the year was too far
advanced to sail up the river St. Lawrence. Some,
which got out of their ports, were overtaken by storms,
seattered, and dispersed ; some were sunken: and but
few arrived to the eastern sheres. Finding themseives
too weak to proceed up the river St. Lawrence, they
were disheartened. The admiral of the fleet blew out
his brains. The next in command likewise made way
with himself; and but few returned to carry the dis-
mal tidings to the tyrants, their masters, who sent
them to execute their infernal purposes.

But, notwithstanding these disasters of the enemy
at that time, eur fathers suffered much from them af-
terwards. Many of our forts and garrisons were ta-
ken by them, and the keepers put to the sword. The
French and Indians came suddenly upon the defence-
less inhabitants. Whole towns were sacked and hurat.
Wives were made widows, and children fatherless.—
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Mothers, with young children at their breasts, were
compelled, at the point of the bayonet, to carry their
children in the depth of winter, over mountains and
through marshes and rivers, till their strength was
exhausted ; when the inhuman savages would ease
their burdens by taking their little ones and dashing
them against the stones. At dead of night, in depth
of winter in 1690, these barbarous wretches came up-
on the inhabitants of Schenectady, and murdered, in-
discriminutely, men, women, children, and helpless
infants. A few only survived, some to tell the dole-
ful news in Albany the next morning, when it was too
late to afford relief; others were spared from the ge-
neral massacre to endure a more dreadful fate in eap-
tivity, and burning. But God did not suffer the enemy
forever to triumph. In answer to the prayers of our
forefathers, by the assistance of that nation from
whenee we proceeded, under the conduct of a brave
Wolfe, a Howe, an Amherst, and a Johnson, God was
pleased to humble these haughty tyrants, these infer-
nal executioners of papistical vengeance. 'The Lord
subdued the people under us, who rose up against us,
to cast us out of that possession which our forefa-
thers purchased, first by their treasure, and often af-
terward redeemed by their blood.

These former days were, on many accounts, much
more calamitous than the present. But the present
generation need not go back to the years of former
generations.  Some of us present Lave scen our cities
and sea-port towns blockaded, pillaged and burni. by
our unnatural fathers and brethren. They have
claimed a right to tax without representation; pay
more, to bind us in all cases whatever, rot even the
rights of conscience exeepted. They have armed the
savages, and let them loose upon us: They have shed
the blood of war in time of peace: They have fallen
upon the defenceless inhabitants: They have taken
childven from the breast, and dashed out thefr brains -

B
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‘before their parents’ eyes : They have slain their pa-
rents, after having obliged the hushand to witness
their most brutal conduct towards his wife. Not less
than a hundred thousand lives, and a hundred million
of dollars were expended in that unnatural war.

The government of England not being able to find
enough of their own nation willing to come into this
country to murder their brethren of the same lan-
guage, manners, religion, and habits with themselves,
were compelled to go abroad to the prince of Hesse
Cassel, and hire seventeen thousand Hessians to come
over and join in cutting our throats. 'The enemy said,
'We will pursue, we will overtake, we will divide the
spoil. We will draw out the sword after them ; our
lusts shall be satisfied upon them. But, blessed be God,
we were not delivered over into the hands of our ene-
mies. Well may we say, Had it nmot been the Lord
which was on our side, when .our more numerous and
powerful enemies rose up against us, they had swal-
lowed us up : the proud waves had gone over our soul.
But we have escaped as a bird out of the snare of the
fowler: The snare was broken, and we escaped.

God hath put his hook into their nose, and a bridle
into their jaws, and caused them to return again te
their own land.

God did gird our officers and soldiers to the battle :
He inspired them with invincible courage and forti-
tude to play the men for their people, and for the ci-
ties of their God. They willingly jeopardized their
lives in the high places of the field. We had done ev-
ery thing, which good and loyal subjects ought to
have done, by petitioning, and remonstrating against
their arbitrary, unconstitutional measures. They had
vacated the charters of some states, and were making
the same attempts upon others: they had treated our

titions and remonstrances with the utmost contempt:
They had declared us rchels, and out of their protee-
tion, and levied war upon us, and begun to shed our
blood. Theirs was the offensive, and consequently



A3

unjust, murderous war; but ours was the defensive,
necessary, and just war. .

Upon taking a retrospective view of the times of
which we have been speaking, and comparing them
with the present, surely we must acknowledge that
those former days were not better than the present.—
We are, us yet, at considerable distance from the noise
and din of war; we have not, as yet, been spectators
of garments rolled in blood. But to return to the end
of the war: No sooner had we obtained a compleat
victory over our enemics, and established our indepen-
dence, than many of us thought ¢ surely the bit-
teness of paying taxes to support government is past.”
'The KEuropean nations, particularly England and
France, poured in their toys, and gew-gaws, upon us;
with which many among us appeared to be as much
eapiivated as Indians are with wampum and beads:
"These trifles and toys drained us of our cash: Nay,
many foolishly ran into debt for these things they
eould have better done without. DBesides: The na-
tion owed an immense sum of money, the price of our
independence. 'This sum was due, in part, to our of-
ficers and soldiers, and partly to France and Holland,
of whom we had borrowed money, and must now be-
gin to pay. But, from whence should money come ?
It does not grow on our farms. We must send off
our produce, and import it. But we had few vessels.
Britain had taken them. Our merchants (what few
were left) had become poor, and it would take some
time to build vessels, as well as to cultivate our farms
to raise any thing to load our vessels with. We could
not raise money enough to meet the ordinary expen-
ces of government. The Congress, under the old
confederation, had no power to levy taxes. They had
only power, in time of war, to issue paper money,
(which was now worse than nothing) and to compute
the expences, and proportion them to the several
states, and recommend it to them to raise taxes ; but
the states were not able te do it. When they attempt-.
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ed it, mobs arose to prevent the courts of judicature
from sitling to give judgment, and the sheviffs I'rom
executing judgment when passed. Congress request-
ed the several states to empower them to iay an imn-
post of five per cent upon all imported articles of
merchandize. But the trading states reiused to do it.
Each state was jcalous of the others. If one state
should lay an impost, and others should not, it would
drive away all the trade to that state which laid no
impost. Finally congress informed the several states
that unless something more effectua! was done, gov-
ernment must be dissolved, and the nation must de-
clare herself bankrupt, and ruined. They sent to the
several state legislatures, requesting them to call a
convention to amend the articles of confederation ;
which they did. It is thought by goeod judges that a
wiser, and better number of men never met together,
than couniposed this convention, with his excellency
General Washington who presided. After sitting se~
veral months, and attending to the articles of the old
confederation, they were unanimously of the epinion
that it was too defective to be the basis of a new con-
stitution, though perhaps tolerably well suited to the
tie and circumstances it which it was made. 'They
therefore agreed to lay it wholly aside, and form a new
ene ; which they did ; and having published it, they
adjourned for the purposc of collecting the sense of
their constituents ; and met again. After having met
and reviewed the constitution they had made, and al-
tered and amended such parts as they thought proper,
they sent it to the congress then sitting to consider of
it, and recommend it, if they should think proper, to
the scveral states to call a convention to adopt, or re-
jeet it ; with a proviso that as soon as nine of the thir-
teen states should adopt it, it should go into opera-
tion. This state, and Virginia, were among the ]ast
to adopt it. At the first meeting of their conventions
they rejected it : But finally. the other states having
adopted it, these states called another convention,
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which by a small majority adopted it. The immortal
‘Washington, the father of his country, Hamilton, and
Jay, were among the warm friends and advocates of
the federal constitution : Jefferson, Clinton, and Ger-
ry, were as violent in their oppositicn. It was not
till nearly 1790 that the wheels of government began
to move. But no sooner were they in motion than
public eredit, and public confidence, which before had
been at the lowest ebb, began to revive. This, :

might naturally be expected, excited enmity and Jed-
lousy in the minds of those who had been opposed to
the federal constitution, who had prophesied no good
cencerning it. At this time war raged in Europe.—
T'hie revolution in France had taken place. Several
nations, together with England, werc combined against
Frauce. Awmerica remembered with gratitude the as-
sistance she afforded us in our struggles with Great
Britain. 'We all sympathized with her, and rejoiced
when we heard that she had obtained any victory over
the combined armies. The congress, and even Wash-
ington at their head, celcbrated a festival on hearing of
a victory the Freneh had obtained over their enemies.
‘Theve was but one sentiment throughout the union,
till the mugder of their king (perhaps the best they
ever had) and until they abused and immprisoncd the
Miuarquis La Fayctte, and others of the best of the
nutien 5 and their evident de sign Lo conquer and sub-
due the workl, Then we began to hesitate.  France
seut ber spies into every Kingdom. 'There were ma-
ny in this eountrry. And not only se, but her consuls
commissioned American privateers to eruise aomnst
the British. Washington, by proclamation, put a stop
to it.  This highly enraged the French party in this
country. Mr. Madison,* being then a member of
corzress, introdueed a proposition to proclaim way
agiinst Britiine Bat the great influence ef his ex:
ecllene y President Washington, suppressed it fop {hat
time. Pritain, being mghly offended at lhc part we

* Sce Appendix~ Note [A.]
B 2
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took in the war with Franee,captured many of our mer-
chantmen, and retained the posts which by treaty she
was to give up. She plead also that congress had not
fulfilled the treaty on their part by paying the British
merchants what was due to them froin the citizens of’
this country. The Indians, at the same time, commit-
ted most horrid cruelties upon the defeneeless inha-
bitants ; which was laid to the instigation of the Bri-
tish. 8t. Clair was sent against them with an army,
and was defeated with great loss. Wayne was next
sent, whe subdued, and brought them to termms. Ma-
ny in congress, and in the southern states, cried aloud
for war with Britain. Washington still enjoined a
strict neutrality ; and though he began te make pre-
paration for war, was determined to try, in the first
place, what could be done by negociation. He aceor-
dingly appointed Jay to go with full power to con-
cluGe a commerecial treaty, and remove all diffienlties
with Great Britain ; which he did : but the Krench
.and war party were highly offended when Jay was
appointed, and the more so when they heard that a
treaty was made, and all the points in dispute settled.
They were prepared to condemn the treaty in toto,
befere they knew one article which it contained.—
They biirnt the good man in eftigy. His excellency
President Washington, did not send it back again
without laying it before the senate, as Jefferson did
Monroe’s and Pinkney’s treaty. A constitutional
nuinber of the senate advised to ratify it. And no
sooner was it done than the western posts were deli-
" yered up by the British : the Indians sued for peace,
and sold many millions of acres of land to the United
States : trade revived and flourished beyond all for-
mer example : every elass of citizens, the farmer, the
fnerchaunt, the mechanie, had full employment, and
were happy. But the French, both in France, and
in America, were highly displeased, and abused his
excellency the President, and all the Federal party,

calling themn British tories.
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IHaving thus brought the nation to the pinnacle of
honor and happiness, his Kxcellency, contrary to the
wishes of three fourths of his fellow citizens, inform-
ed congress, and the people at lurge, of his determi-
nation to retire from publie business; and delivered
his legacy or farewell address, in which he foretold
what is taking place at the present day. But what
rejoicing was there of the leaders of democracy {*—
Adams wa. chosen his successor ; but because he trode
in the steps of his then friend and predecessor, the
French, and their {riends in this country, soon de-
nounced him, and the federalists. The French and
Spaniards were then very powerful by sea. Tlley
took, burnt and sunk all our merchantmen which tell
in their way, till they had swept the ocean of our na-
vy. At the same time the French party in America
(Gallatin, the present secretary of the treasury being
at their head) raised one or two whiskey rebellions
in Pennsylvania, which the great and geod General
crushed without shedding of blood. Adams scnt am-
bassadors to France to try to bring the nation to a
peaceable accommodation ; but they refused to treat
without a deceur (or bribe) of fifty thousand pounds
sterling, upwards of two hundred and twenty thou-
sand dollars. Our ambassadors rejected the proposal
with disdain ; and returned. Immediately adminis-
tration prepared for war. But as our fereign trade
was almost annihilated, and the sourees of war were
dried up, it was necessary to borrow money to build
a navy, and maintain an army ; for the Freneh had
a powerful navy, and were building transports to carry
an army some whither. And we had strong suspi-
cions that they were destined to America. The sum
needed was soon borrowed, and as a revenue from
trade could not be depended upon, a direct tax was
necessary. A navy was very suddenly prepared.
‘Washington, and Hamilton had the ¢ommand of the
army. The gallant Truxton soon e¢rippled what of

* See Appendix— Note [B.]
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the French navy the great Nelson had left. 'T'his.
brought them to terms. They sued for peace ; and
sent to our government that if they would send am-
bassadors again they should be well treated. 'The
same men were sent again ; a treaty was formed.

And they regarded it so long as the Federalists were
in officc. Trade again revived ; the treasury o-
verflowed. 'The revenue . soon enweased to nearly
17,000,000 annually. after the tederalists (by means of
demeocratic lies, and French mﬂuence.} went out of
oftice.* 'When Jefterson came into office he deelared
that the Federal government was ¢ in full tide of suc-
cessful experiment.”  Qur vessels Lad pot been sold ;
nor exchanged for gunboats; nor laid up in dry
docks ; nor were sticking in the mud. Our surplus
revenue was so great that the wies of democraey were
exercised to devise means to spend it. Capals, and
inland navigation were contrived to drain off the over-
flowings of this surper abundant tieasury. Our mer-
chants were growing as rich as princes. This helped
the farmer, and mechanic ; each of which was grow-
ing rich in his turn. Awmerica was high in nime, in
praise, and in honor. 'The Federal ship having b:-en
built, launched; loaded, and in full tide of suceessful
experiment, nothing more was wanted than that the
pilot at the helm should keep on the straight course
in whieh she set out.

In 180+ Jay’s treaty with Britain expired. Dritain
offcred to renew the same, or forin another. Monroe,
and Pinkney were sent. A treaty was made and sent
to Jeffersen 3 but without laying it before the senate,
as the Constitution required him to do. he vejeeted it
Why ? Beeause itdid not give us full liberty to carry
succour to a pert in France that was blocLaded by
the ships of DBritain ; and because G. Britain .muld
not ~ow our morchantmcn to encourage their seca-
men to é-sert from theiv men of war, and enter on
boavd ou - vessels. But she did, and would search

Sce Appeudix—Note [C.]
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for her seamen, and take them out of our merchant-
men whenever she could find them. Britain never
did claim a right to search for her seamen on board
our public arined vessels, as some pretend.

Thus 1 have endeavored to give you, my hearers, a
concise statement of facts, respecting our political sit-
uation ; and of the times from the days oi our fore-
fathers to the present.

In the days immediately preceding those of the
present administration we had a free trade to all
parts of the world. Every class of citizens found
constant and lucrative employment, and ready pay.
'T'he sound of the anvil, saw and hammer was heard
from the dawn of day till stars appeared. Every
family in our cities and seaport towns were well fed
and clothed. None were starving nor begging.
How has it been since ! Have not many familics
been reduced to beggary and want : Have not many
of our seamen, and ship builders, been compelled to
quit their homes, and expatriate their country, to
procure support for themselves and families ? Let the
public prints of those times declare ?

Under the former administration did not our cities,
sea and river-port towns, resemble a bee-hive, where
all were in motion ; some coming in. loaded with the
wealth of other countries, and some going out with
the surplus produce of our own? Some loading, and
some unloading ¢ But how has it been since? Why
a death like silence reigns in those places ; except it
be that for want of better employment mobbing, tar-
ring and feathering, and murder, prevail.

Under the former ddmmlstrdtmn (until Jay’s treaty
expired, and non-intercourse, and non-importatien,
and embargo laws succeeded) our sails were spread
before every wind, our eanvass whitened every ocean,
sea, and river; and refurned richly laden with the
productions of every clime. But since these days
commenced, instead of being in full tide of suecess-
ful experiment, our vessels are laid up, or rotting in
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the mud, Our harbors appear like a forest of dry
trees, stript of their foliage.

Under a former administration our farmers and
fishermen exchanged their commodities : the far-
mers sucked abungance of the seas, and treasures hid
in the sand ; and the fishermen fed upon the finest
ef wheat, and butter, and honey, and pork and beef
in abundance, without being in debt, the one to the
other ; and each could sit under his own vine and fig
trce ; and none molest, or make him afraid : He
could go to, or return from that market which suited
him best. Qur prisoners were redecmed from bond-
age ; none of them were clanking their galling chains
in France, nor Algiers. But how has it been since
the days of the prsent administratien ¢ Why there
was no peace to him who went to market, nor return-
ed. Hiwmself, horses, and loading all liable to be sie-
zed, by two-dollar men upon mere suspicion. Nay,
some have been wantenly murdered, when pursuing
their once lawful trafic, without trial, judge, er jury.®

Under the former adininistration & person had lib-
erty of speech, and of publishing his sentiments, nor
could any injure him, provided he spake nothing but
the truth. 'The common law was so modified, that if
a man were prosecuted for a libel he was acquitted
by effering the truth in evidence ; but at the present
day it has hecome a maxim, ¢ the greater truth the
greater libel.” So that not the criminal, but the com-
plainer of the erime is condemned : the guilty is ac-
quitted, and the innocent is condemned. Under the
former administration criminals were tried by a due
eourse of law : this was. ealled the ¢ gaglaw, and the
reign of terror :»” At the present day the innocent
are tried by a mob. tarred, feathered,and murdered :
this is called the mild peaceable reign of demecracy,
[alias anarchy.] In former days a great complaint
was matde because the luxuries of life were taxed.
At the present day the necessaries of life are to be tax-

* This murder was perpetrated in Vermont.
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«ed, and duties on imported articles to be laid an hun-
dred per cent.

In former days men were chosen into office on ac-
count of their wisdom, and integrity : At the present
day they are chosen on account of their belonging to
a political party., Under the former administration
no more offices were created than were necessary
for a due administration of government ; but yet
great opposition was made, and the succeeding ad-
ministration vacated those offices, and turned out
sixteen judges as being unconstitutionally appointed ;
while at the present day the same men, getting into
office, have appointed probabb twice, and perlaps
three times that number. In formerdays officers’ sa-
laries were low ; and yet great complaints were made
by the self sty led republicans the pretended friends of
the people : At the present day the sam® persons,
having come into power, have raised their salaries
from 30 to 50 per cent,

Under the f administration great frugality,
and econpmy wereWsed in public expenditures. No
32,000 dellars were expended in repairing French
Berceaus erippled by our privateer for warring
against our commerce : No public ships were fitted
out at vastexpence to carry Dawsons with a treaty to
France, and bring home the infamous Tom Paine,
that pest and plague of society, that reviler of the
blessed Jesus, the Saviour of the world ; and of Wash-
ington the father, and saviour (under God) of Ameri-

a% Informer days Congress did not give a hireling
printer twelve hundred dollars by way of cemmission
to purchase stationary, to reward him for slandering
their predecessors, that they might fill their places.
Nor fifteen millions for Leuisianas to prove a bury-
ing place for the slaves of southern nabobs. Nor two
millions twice told, for secret service money to the
president for electioneering purposes. Nor fifty. six
thousand dollars to a traitor, and Spanish pensioner,

¢ See Appendix—Note [D]




whom Randolph calls an acquitted {elon, for segars
and other tritles, and to which he was not entitled by
law. In former days millions were not expended in
trying in vain to condemn a Juwilge for a faithful dis-
charge of his duiy. In former days no ambassador
of peace was insulted, and sent back for charging the
president of falshood, when no such elicrge was made.

Nor a false peace patched up with another ambassador
contrary to his instructions, in order to throw the
blame upon England, and get administration out of
difficulty, into which they had foolishly plunged then-
selves. In former days fifty thousand dollars were
not given to a spy for electioneering purposes to slan-
der and lie about their political opponcnts, to get
them out of office, and themselves in. In former days
the administration did not speculate on bank stock
and put the gain into their own pocket ; nor sell use-
ful vessels, and convert the money, and millions be-
sides, into useless gun-boats.

In formner days the admmlstm’did not deceive
in saying the French decrees repealed (when
they knew they were not) in orler to induke New-
England merchants to throw their property into the
hands of dear master Bonaparte,* to strengthen him
against his enemics, and to seck further occasion
against England for not repealing her orders in coun-
cil.

I:rn former days war was not unneeessarily proclai-
med against a nation who wished to be at peace with
us, before we were prepared for war.i QOur young
men were not dragged into war in midsummer to in-
vade another nation’s territories, to murder our breth-
ren, to please a tyrant, and gwe him ti\e territory.

In former dd_vs a dreadful noise was .ade bv the
‘democrats because the British fired at one of our
merchantmen, and killed Pearee. In latter days mobs
at Baltimore may Kkill printers, and tear down their
houses, and Frenchmen murder our eitizens at Sa-

* See Appendix—Note [E]—{ [F]—% [G.]
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vannah, with impunity ; and when they have so done,
prosecute and indict for man-slaughter, those who
stood in their own defence in theiv own houses, which
was their castle. Being instigated, as it is said, by
men high in eflice.

In former days our presidents had no occasion to
complain that their secretaries (however ill-design-
ing those secretarics were,) injured them by betray-
ing their secrets. ¢ When Washington dismissed Id-
mond Randolph from the office of secretary, for being
engaged in a corrupt plot with the French, his ex-
cellency told Randolph he was perfeetly willing he
should disclose all his secrets, and gave him liberty
to inspect all his papers, however private or coufi-
dential ; and to publish every letter, and every word
he ever spoke to him in public or private.” But in
these days Madison makes a bitter complaint against
his seerctary Smith, for exposing his wickedness.—
Every one that doeth evil hateth the light, neither co-
meth to the light, lest kis ecil deeds should be reproved :
But hethat docth truth comelh to the light that his decds
might be made manifest that they are wrought in God.
¢ When rogues fill out honest men come to their
right.,”” Sometimes, however, to prevent this, and to
crucify Christ, Pilate and Herod will became friends
again. '

In former days congress debated with open doors.
It was a maxim, (even with democrats themselves,)
that government should have no secrets. In these
days a great part of the dehates in congress have heen
in seeret conelave, 'The teaders who were determiued
to carry a point, were fearful, either that their de-
bates would influence public opinion, or that publie
opinion would influence congress. In former days all
the members of congress had a right to speak to a
question before a vote was called for, whick deter-
mined the fate of their country: Inlaiter days it has
been otherwise. '

c



In former days, when presidents were called upon
by congress for documents which respected our fo-
reign relations, they readily furnished them: But in
latter days they have refused to do it, except some
mutilated extriets which the president made himself';
not daring to tirust even a private sceretary or Ll(‘l‘k

In former days, congress strictly adhered to the fe-
deral constitution: In latter days theydo it only when
it will suit their turn.

In former days no monies were drawn from the
treasury without appropriations made by an express
law of congress: In latter days, a president drew out
500,000 dollars in the abscnee of congress, not being
content with his 25,000 dollars sahrv for ruining -
his country : and the same president contrary to law,
ordered 200doilars fine to be paid back to Calender
after it was paid into the public treasury ; which fine,
together with six months imprisonment, had becn im-
posed upen him by upright judges, he having been
found guilty, by a jury of his country, of slandering
the former administration,

In former days, presidents onmly filled vacancies
made by death, or resignation in the absence of con-
gress. In latter days, contram to constitution, presi-
dents have created vacancies, “and then filled them.

In the days of which I am speaking no entangling
alliances were formed witn France, nor any other in-
fidel nation. Ye had no foreign renegadoes, nor lea-
ders of whiskey rebellions, for secretaries of treasu-
ries ; nor Spanish pensioners for commanders in chief
of our armics ; nor Freuch officers to lead our armies
to take possession of Canada to give it up to France
when her myrmidons eall for it * 3 3% % % 3 3 % %,

In former dayvs the war-worn soldier, who faithful-
17 discharged his duty was not turned out of offie to
1. 1ke way for George Stevens, who was proscribed
b+ the state of (1(‘(\Pg’la and his cslatc confiscated,
for heing a tory in ths revolutionary wer. Nor were
any Tench Coxes, who piloted the British into Phi-

£fo
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Iadelphia, promoted to be collectors of the revenue of
the same place. No rebel Fries, nor other seape gal-
lews, were made colonels ; nor any made presidents,
who in time of danger fled to Carter’s mountain, and
to dens and caves of the earth, when they ought to
have been at the head of their fellow.-citizens oppos-
ing British invaders * % % ¥ % i % % ¥,

¢ But he who sneaks, and runs away,
“ May live to fight (Feds) awvother day.”

In former days the enquiry was net, ¢“To what
particular party does he belong? But, Is he honest?
Is he wise ? Is he capable of discharging the duties
of that particular office which he is about to sustain ¢
Knowledge, and virtue, ia former days, were the sta-
bility of our times, and the strength of our salvation
and deliverance from all foreign and domestic op-
prchors#**’X‘**% %* ¥

In former days if our ministers in France connived
at French aggressions, and said, as M did, that
if a certain political party thought it would be for
the interest of France to plunder vur merchants up-
on the high secas, said party would be willing France
should ‘do it, I say when they condueted thus, and
were deal to the entreaties of the needy, starving pri-
soner, (as was Armstrong) our geod Washington im-
mediately recalled them, and others more wisc, hon-
est and sympalhetic appointed in their stead.

In former days our presidents enjoined a strict ncu-
trality. No greater privileges were granted to one
belligerent than to anether: But in these days the
ships of Britain, who had done us the least injury,*
were excluded from our harbors, while those of the
French were admitted to come in. and sell the prizes
they had taken, not only from Britain, but from our

own merchantmen ; and refit, load, and go out again,
unmolested.

*See Appendix, H.







































































































































