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Fovis 12 Die Aprilis 1744.
Ordered,

HAT the Thanks of this Houfe be
given to the Reverend Doctor Bear-

croft, for the Sermon by him preached
Yefterday before this Houfe at St. Mar-
garet’s, Weftminfler 5 and that he be defired
to print the fame ; and that the Lord Per-
ceval, Mr. Southwell, and Six Hugh Smith-

Jfon, do acquaint him therewith.

N. Hardinge,
Cl. Dom. Com.




Ep. Titus, Ch. 3. Ver. 1.

Put them in Mind to be fubjelt to Prin-
cipalities and Powers, to obey Ma-

gifirates.

Paul, that he was a Peflilent Fellow and a Mover of ggsxxiy. 5.
Sedition, and very artfully applied by their Council
againft him betore the Roman Procurator, that he
might command him to be put to Death ; but the Holy
Man of God, whofe peculiar Care it had been to bave al- g, xxir.
ways a Confcience vaid of Offence toward God and towards 16.
Men, wrapt up in his Integrity, entered refolutely, and
chearfully upon his Defence, and defied them to make
Good their Allegations againft him ; and after the Matter
had been {earched into more than once or twice, and the

Caufe heard by different Judges, their Opinion upon it was,

This Man doeth nothing worthy of Death, or of Bonds. ga;yxvi.
[t is the true Praife of our Great Apoftle of the Gentiles, 31.

and ftands upon the Records of our Holy Religion very
highly to his Honour, that he was efpecially careful to

command all the new Converts to Chriftianity o de fubject Rim. xii. 1.
A 2 to

IT was the great Accufation of the Fews againft St.
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Romxiio 18, to the bigher Powers ; and if it were pofible, and as much

as in them lay, to live peaceably with all Men, to exhort,
1 Tim.ii. 1. that Supplications, Prayers, Intercefions and giving of
Thanks be made in the Church of God, for Kings, and a4lf
that are in Authority ; and diret the Teachers under him,
to put the People 12 Mind to be [ubjeit to Principalities and
Powers, to obey Magifirates. Therefore I pray you, that
y¢ would hear me patiently a few Words, before your
proper Reprefentatives,

) Tim. w1,

[. While I lay before you the true Ground, and Foun-
dation of the Apoftolical Injunétion, to be fubject t
Principalities and Powers, to obey Magiftrates :

[I. And that ye would afterwards fomewhat farther "in-
dulge me, in a proper Application of it to yourfelves
upon this folemn Occafion.

I. The true Ground and Foundation of this Apoftolical

Injun&ion is, what is in Truth the true Ground and Foun-
dation of all other Duties, v72. the Fear, and Love of
Prev.vii. - God, by whom Kings reign and Princes decree Yufice, yea
& tbe Nobles, and all tbe ‘fudges of the Earth. The Hearts
Prov.xxi. 1. of Kings are in his Rule and Governance, as Rrvers of
Water, according to the fine Allufion of the wife Man,
and he difpofeth and turneth them, as it will beft anfwer
the wife Ends of his good Providence. And therefore we
1 Ep. Pet. ii, 4T€ tO fubmit ourfelves to every Ordinance of Man for the
15,8¢.  Lord’s Sake, to pay a conicientious Obedience to the Ma-
giftrates and Laws of the Country, in which we refide,
whether 1t be'to the King, as Supreme, or unto Gevernors,
as unto them, that are fent by bim for the Punifbment of
evil Doers, and for the Praife of them that do well, i.c.

both to the chief Ruler himfelf, and to all them, who are
put
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put in Authority under him for the due and regular Ad-
miniftration of the Government ; for fo, as-St. Peter well

inftru@ts the Fewifh Converts to Chriftianity, is the Will of
God, that by well-doing they might put to Silence the Igno-
rance of foolifb Men. 1t is every Chriftian’s Duty 7o be fub-
feét to the bigher Powers, but it more efpecially behoved
them, becaufe they were every where fpoken againft by
their Adverfaries, as froubling of Cities, perverting of Nations,
and even turning the World upfide down by forbidding to
pay Tribute to Cefar, the Roman Lord of it. As free,
they were indeed by becoming Chriftians eafed from the
Yoke of the Fews/b Religion, and admitted into the glo-
rious Liberty of the Sons of God ; but as true Liberty will
not bebave itfelf unfeemly, they were not to ufe this Li-

berty for a Cloke of Malicioufnefs, by making it a Pretence
for Licentioufnefs and Dyobedience, but as the Servants of

God, they were to honour all Men, to pay them all ac-
cording to their feveral Ranks and Stations the Refpect be-
longing to them, to Jrve the Brotherbood, to have a pecu-
liar Regard, and Affection for their Fellow-Chriftians, to
fear God, to make their Duty towards him the firft, and
chief Principle of their Actions ; and in the next Place to
bonour the King, to pay their Duty to the Prince of the
Country, in which they lived. Al the Powers, that be, are
ordained of God, or rather, as the (2) original Words might

have born a more exact Tranflation, were conftituted un-
der God, the Supreme Governor of the Univerfe; and
therefore in Obedience to St. Pau/’s Exhortation, that Sup-
plications, Prayers, Interceffions, and giving of Thanks fhould
be made for Kings, and all that are in Autiority ; they

Al e S

(6] vwo 7o Ouws TiTaymoas b, Rom. x#1, 1.
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were offered up (4) in the Church in the early Ages of
Chriftianity, for the Life of the Emperor, for his Minifters,
for the Magiftrates, and for the Good of the State; much
in the fame Manner, as in our Church-Liturgy, formed
from the Primitive Plans, we befeech God, to fave and de-
fend our King, that under bim we may be godly and quietly
governed, and to grant to bis whole Council and to all them
that are put in Authority under bim, that they may truly
and indifferently minifter Juftice, to the Punifbment of Wick-
ednefs and Vice, and to the Maintenance of true Religion and
Virtue.

The Ufefulnefs of thefe Precepts to Government in Ge-
neral, and the great Advantages, which they afford to all
the various Forms of it, are too apparent to be denied ;
and therefore fuch bold Champions of Infidelity, as would
willingly exclude God from the Government of the World,
that they may riot in it without his Controul, have had the
Affurance to aflert, that thefe are in Truth State-Maxims in
their Original, delivered out under the Velil of Religion, thro’
the Mouths of Priefts to bind them down upon the Con-
{ciences of the People, the more effeGtually to fecure them to
Obedience: But then to help forward the Decett, furely Statef-
men would put on a greater Appearance of: Religion, than
they generally (hew. No, the real Truth 1s this,‘ the good
God, whofe providential Mercies are over all his Works,
loves the Societies of Mankind, and is tenderly concerned
for their Good, and therefore he hath vouchfafed to make
his Laws concerning them {o greatly to theix: Advantage,
that they cannot break, or negle¢t them, w1thouF acting
azainft their own proper Intereft, and doing a manifeft In-

p——
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jury to themfelves; Even in this Refpect the Law of the P{df- xliX- 75
Lord is perfeit, converting the Soul; The Statutes of the >
Lord are right, rejoicing the Heart, and in keeping of them

there is great Reward.

True Religion, the true Chriftian Religion 1s moft beau-
tifully attended with the focial Virtues. ‘The Divine Authbor
and Finifber of our Faith was ufhered into the World, with 144, ;i 4y,
Glory to God in the bighef}, on Earth, Peace, Good Will towards
Men; and Peace and Love, Cparzty, an univerfal Benevolence
is the diftinguithing CharaCeriftick of all the true Difciples

of him, who upon all proper Occafions taught Subjeition

to the Powers in Being, and even the Paying of Tribute to
fupport them.

When the Pharifees, Chryjt’s moft implacable Enemics, Mat. xxii.
took Counfel how they might entangle bim in bis Talk, and they '’ &e:
fent unto him their Difciples with the Herodians, faying,

Mafler, we know that thou art true, and teacheth the Way
of God in Truth, neither careft thou for any Man, for thou
regardefl nut the Perfon of Men. Tell us therefore, what
thinkeft thou, is it lawful to give Tribute unto Ceefar, or not?
Our Lord ordered them to fhew him the Tribute-Money,
and when they produced a Roman Penny, with the Face
and Titles of the Emperor ftampt upon it, he afked, whofe
was the Image and Superfcription, which that Coin bore,
and when they faid unto him Czfar’s, Render therefore
unto Cafar the Things which are Cafar’s, fays the Divine
Logician, and out of a Zeal for God’s Honour and Glory,
always neareft to his Heart, he adds, and unto God the Things
which are God’s: And thereby as it is well commented on
by St. Paul in his famous 13th Chapter of the Epiftle to Rom. xii .
the Romans, he taught his Followers to render to all their
Dues, Tribute to whom Tribute is due, Cuflom to whom Cuf-
tomy, Feer to whom Fear, Hinour to whom Honour.

Thus
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Thus carefully Chrifi and his Apoftles teach us our Du.
ty towards the Civil Magiftrate, within the Verge of whofe
Power we refide ; and thus judicioufly they diftinguifh about
it. We are to contribute to fupport his Government with
our Purfes, to pray for, and to honour his Perfon, and to
obey his Commands, as far as they are confiftent with the
Commandments of God. For in the firft Moment we
perceive them to difagree, we are to remember, that God
5 the great King of Kings, and Lord of Lords, and confe-
quently that his Commandments are fupreme, and therefore
{uperfede, and take off our Obedience from the Commands
of his Vicegerent which do not {quare with them. By this
Rule a&ted St. Pefer, and after this Manner by his Practice
explained his Precept of Submifion to the Ordinances of Man .
When the fewifh Magiftracy required him not o teach i
the Name of fefus, the Righteous Man, who had already
told them, that there was Salvation in none other, appealed
to themfelves, whether it was right to bearken unto them,
more than unts God, who had commanded him to publifh
thefe glad Tidings of Salvation; and when he was again
apprehended with the reft of the Apottles, for preaching
to the People in the Temple, #s/d as a Lyon he refolutely
told the Chief Magiftrate, that fhey ought to obey God ra-

ther than Man.
And with this juft Diftin¢tion, which cannot with any

Appearance of Reafon be fufpected to be the Invention of
the State, it feems moft prudent for all the Minifters of the
Gofpel, after the Example of their Lord, and his immediate
Difciples to put the Pesple in Mind to be fubject to Principa-
[ities and Powers, 10 obey Magifirates ; without entering
further into the particular Difcuffion of that captious Que-
ition, which heretofore hath raifed fuch deadly Feads, and

Hatreds among us, how far our Obedience ought to extend:
I know|
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I know well before whom I ftand, and fhall leave with
great Deference fo their wife fudgments all fuch tender Points;
and proceed to bring the general Doltrine a little nearer,
and by Degrees quite home to ourfelves with this Obfer-
vation. .

II. That if the good Chriftian’s Obedience is to be car-
ried thus far, even to froward Heathen Princes, and fuch,
to fay no worfe of them, the great Civil Powers on Earth
were, when Chrift and his Apoftles delivered the before-
mentioned Precepts of Obedience to the State; it 1s a very
fortunate Circumftance to be born ina Time, and to live in
a Country, in which a good and gentle Chriftian Prince bears
Sway, more efpecially if his Power is limited, and his
Rule marked out by good and wholefome Laws. Happy
are the People which are in fuch a Cafe, yea bleffed are Peo-
ple, which bave the Lord for their God.

The latt Words of King Dav:d on Politicks, and thofe
ditated by the Spirit of God, were, He that ruleth over , §om. xxiii.
Men, muft be jufl, ruling in the Fear of God. And they had 3-
fuch an Influence on the young Prince his Succeflor, that
foon after, when God himfelf appeared to him, and bid
him to ask, what he fhould give him, it was his wife Pe-
tition, that God would grve him an underftanding Heart to
judge bis People, that be might difcern between Good and
Ewvil. But yet fo great is the Frailty of Human Nature,
{o apt are even the wifeft Heads to be turned with an un-
controuled Imperial Sway, that even King Solomon himfelf
orew giddy with it, and we read in the Book of God, that
bis Heart was not perfect with the Lord, but be did FEuil 1 Kings si.
in bis Sight, and kept nat that which the Lora commanded 4 '°
bim. 1t is therefore rather the Happinefs of a King than
his Misfortune, to have the Rule of his Duty chalkt out to

him, and his Power bounded and circumf{cribed, to be difabled
B from

1 Kingsiu, ¢,



10

A Sermon preached before

from doing wrong, and to be left at Liberty only for
good.

Such may moft properly be termed Gods, and the Song
of the moft High. For if we look up to thofe fuperior
Beings, which cnjoy perfet Happinefs in Heaven, we fhal]
md good Reafon to conclude, that their Happinefs arifeth
chicfly tfrom the Determination of their Will to Good ; and
if 1t werc allowable for fuch poor Reafoners as ourfelves,
to pronounce what God over all blefled for ever cannot do,
we might truly fay, God cannot do that, which is noi
good. ‘The Reitude «f hiv Will, through his unerring
Judgment fecures him from it. It after this 1t {hall be ask-
ed, Where is the Place of i'reedom? and where is true
Liberty to be found? I will anfwer in a religious Senfe, in
the Service of God ; in a Civil Senfe, in our own happy
Conftitution, in which we are not fubjet to the arbitrary
Commands of Men of like Paflions with ourfelves; but
the Power of the Magiftrate, and the Duty of the Subject
are fo rightly calculated for their mutual Good, that our
Crvil as well as Religious Obedience s our reafonable Service,
and 1n both, God be thanked ! there 1s perfect Freedom.

I could with Pleafure expatiate on this pleafing 'Theme, wa

I not checked with the RefleCtion, that notwithftanding
this our happy Condition, too many among us appear not

to be fufficiently thankful, not to fay quite infenfible of
thefe great Bleffings ; while others prefumptuous and felt-
willed arc not afraid to fpeak evil of Dignities, truding
into thofe Things, which they have not feen, and do by
no means belong to them. The Office of a King is mot

difficult, as well as moft honourable ; and hard indecc,
very bhard would be their Fate, were they obliged to juibi

themfelves immediately to all thofe, who from particuix
Difappointments, and felf-interefted Views are fo malicious

f:l
{- ~
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1s to find Fault, on Purpofe, to raife Troubles againft them.
There were Malecontents under that King, who nfade

Silver in ferufalem, as plenty as Stones in the Street ; nay
and when God himfelf went before the ffrachites, and the
Reward of their Following him was a Land flowing with
Milk and Honey, he kept not the People from Difcontents.
[t hath been in all Ages, and under all Governments the
Practice of the difappointed, and difaffeCted to complain,
and generally with too much Succefs. For as a2 moft jud:-
cious (@) Writer obferves, <« He that goes about to perfuade a
« Multitude, that they are not fo well governed as they ought
«“ to be, fhall never want attentive, and favourable Hearers
< Decaufe they know the manifold Defecls, whereunto every
 kind of Regiment 1s fubjet : but the fecret Letts and Im-
«“ pediments, which in publick Proceedings are innumerable
“ and inevitable, they bave not ordinarily the fudgment to
“ confider : and becaufe fuch as openly reprove ﬁzppcfed D:/-
“ orders of the State are taken for principal Frieids to the
““ common Benefit of all : and for Men, that carry fingular
“ Ereedom of Mind : under this fair and plaufible Colour
“ qwhatfoever they utter, pafleth for good and current : that,
* avbich wanteth in the Weight of their Speech, is fupplied
by the Aptnefs of Men’s Minds to accept and believe 1if.
“ Whereas on the other Side, if we maintain Things that
“ are effablifbed, we bave not only to firive with a Number
“ of beavy Prejudices, deeply rooted in the Hearts of Men,
who think, that berein we ferve the Time, and [peak in
“ Favour of the prefent State, becaufe thereby we either

“ bold or [eck Preferment 5 but alfo to bear fuch Exceptions,
“ as Minds fo averted beforo-hand ufually take againft that,

44

(@) The Beginning of Hosier's Ecclefiaftical Polity.
B 2 which
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“ which they areloth fhould be poured into them.” But not-
withftanding all this; all honeft Men, who are publick
Teachers of the People, more efpecially all true Paftors of
the Eftablithed Church will do their Duty and approve them-
felves as Miniflers of God, and faithful Servants of his Ma-

jefty in this Critical Jun€ure of Time ; and whether with

Honour or Difhonour, with evi/ Report, or good Report,
as Deceivers and yet true, at all Hazards they will oper
therr Mouths, and enlarge thesr Hearts to make the Peo-

ple fenfible of the manifold Bleflings, which they enjoy
under his prefent Majefty’s moft juft and moft aufpicious
Reign, ——— Were all the People aflembled together, we
would ask them in the plain but moft fignificant Words of

1 Sem. xii. Holy Scripture to the Ifraelites of old, whofe Ox hath bhe

3y e

taken ¢ or whofe Afs bath be taken? whbom bath be de-

Jfrauded ¢ whom bath be oppreffed? or of whofe Hand bath

be taken any Bribe to blind bis Eyes therewith 2 And
all, who are not loft to Truth and Shame would an-
fwer with one accord, He bhath mnot defrauded, nor
wpprefled us, neither hath be taken ought of any Man's
Hand, to blind his Eyes therewith. — We will go further,
and tell the People, without fear of Cenfure from their wile

and watchful Guardians, who are to judge what 1s faid,
becaufe it is the very Trath; that zbeir Liberties and Pro-

pertics, thofe charming Words, which carry Mufick with

them to fix the Attention, and chear and raife the Spirits
of every Briten’s Soul, are not only fafe, but flowrifbing,
and that the Chicf Danger concerning them s, left they
abufe them to Wantonnefs, by doing cvery one of them,
that <which is right in their own Eyes, as if there was no
King in thefe Realms,.—Thus without Thought and

Refle@tion muft act fuch weak and unhappy Men, as not
being
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being previoufly deluded by the falfe colourings of Popery,
can with for one of that Perfuafion to come, and reign
over them, ——Of that tyrannical Religion, that enthrals
all its Votaries, and as far as it prevails, triumphs over the
civil and religious Liberties of Mankind.

Our great City, it is to be hoped, is not lefs diftant in In-
clination, than in Situation from Rome, which is whelly grven
to Idolatry; but not a few lie conceal’d among us, that would
lead us to 1t : and too many fpend their Time either to hear, or
to tell fomething new ; while others delight 1n and go about
with Lyes; and when their Mouths will be effetually ftopped,
God only knows ; they were moft plainly wide open of late,
and by their confident Afiertions dampt our Joy, and caft fuch
a Gloom over the Day of Victory, as filled our watchful
Adverfary, who fowed thofe Tares of Difcontent, with the
Hopes, that at length the long wifhed for Time was ar-
rived, when he might come with Safety, and put his Yoke
upon us.

But the prefumptuous Undertaking hath raifed fuch an
Indignation in all true Brzfzfb Hearts, and knit them fo
clofely together, that they are combined /ike the Heart of
one Man, not only to defend zhe prefent happy Efiablifbment,
but alfo to revenge the daring Infult of our Haughty Foe.
This is the Voice of the People, and we truft likewife, that
it is #he Vorce of God. For it was He, who of bis Goodnefs
lately caft them down, and overwbelmed our Enemies with
the Sea. He blrwed with bis Winds, and the Waters flowed
over them.

There 15 a very particular Relation between the People
of Great-Britain, and the Sea; and a great Aflemblage
of ldeas in the Comparifon between them. We both.
fluGtuate, and have our Ebbs and Flows, round the Ifland,

and arc preferved pure and healthful by them: We both
arc
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are various and inconftant, and the Tumults of the one, and
the Waves of the other are fometimes mighty and rage bor-
ribly, but to our great Happinefs the Lord who dwelleth or
high is mightier and direCteth the Raging of Sea, and the
Madnefs of the Pesple according to the good Purpofes of
his Almighty Will.

That God would be gracioufly pleafed to continue his
watchful Care over us, and deliver us from the Hands of
our Enemies; we are at prefent affembled in the Houfe of
Prayer, to humble ourfelves before him with Fafting, to
bewail the great and crying Sins of the Nation ; to repent
of, and moft earneftly beg the Pardon of them, from bis di-
vine Majefly, acknowledging with Shame and Confufion of
Face, our foul Ingratitude for all his mighty Favours, and
that it is owing to his unbounded and unmerited Good-
nefs, that we bave not been confumed. We are cautioned by
the Word of God not to fay, what 1s the Caufe, that the
former Days were better than thefc, left we (hould not en-
quire wifely concerning thefc Matters, and therefore we
will not enter into the invidious Task of comparing Times,
but with Grief acknowledge, that our own Times are in 2

moral Senfe very bad, but becaufe Iniquity abounds, it is no
Reafon, tvat the Love of many fhould wax cold, to the proper
Means under God of amending them ; which are an hearty

Veneration and Obfervance of the Religion and Laws of
our Country, a loyal Relpect for the Perfon and Autharity
of the King, and an honeft Induftry, with a virtuous Fru-
vality 1 our feveral Callings ; and to this muft be added
in all thole, who are in Authority under bis Majefly an un-
daunted Courage in the regular Exccution of the Penal
Lews, and w becoming Zeal for the Prefervation of Order,
now ton cenerally fhghted by all Ranks and Degrees, but
molt notoroufly by the loweft Sort of the People,

The
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The Sovereign is the Head, and the Magiftrates under
him are the Eyes and Hands of the Body Politick, to infpect
the Behaviour, and corre@ the Mifdemeanours of the Peo-
ple; and confequently the Magiftrates of this Nation in
their feveral Stations have no fmall Tafk upon their Hands:
when out of a dutiful Regard to their Office, and a
Love for Virtue and good Manners, they fhall put in Force
the Laws enacted for the Suppreflion of Vice and Inmmo-
rality, which are in themfelves but Dead Letters, and muft
be enlivened by the quickening Hand of Power before they
can operate, and make themfelves to be felt. The Magi-
{trates Sword will then carry its true Edge; and the thus
employing it to God’s Honour and Glory at Home, may
induce him to blefs it with Vi€tory abroad, and to give
our Sovereign the Honour of being the Reftorer of the

Peace, as he i1s at prefent the great ProteGtor of the trou-
bled World.

We have been for fome Time engaged in a War, not
out of a Wantonnefs of Power, or with unjuft Views, but
at the Vosce of the Pegple, and for the Honour of the Na-
tion, to redrefs our imur'd Merchants, to prote® our
Trade, and vindicate the Superiority of Great-Britain up-
on the Seas.  Nor hath it lain {o heavy upon us, but that
our wife Legifiature, true to its Engagements, the great
Bulwark of Liverty, and by Conflitution an Enemy to Op-
preflon, hath found the Means to affift her Friends on the
Continent, and moft generoufly reached out her faving Hand
to a moft woithy Princefs, whofe Hereditary Dominions

had been for fome Time carved out, and in Imagination
twallowed by her Focs.

Enraged at his Difappointments and Defeats, our moft

inveterate Enemy, in purfuit of whofe ambitious Views, and
by whofe fecret Machinations the mighty Scheme was for-

med,

15
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med, and attempted to be put in Execution by his Arnmies ;
at length hath tln’%‘Wn off the Mask, and declared open War
againft our Sover@§gn Lord King George, as a Perfonal
Enemy to ancef’&No inglorious Charadter ; and until
France fhall ceafe ¥ difturb Europe, the King of Great-
Britain’s moft juft ff_:raife.

For Succefs in thi§ honourable Warfare, firft and before
all Things we muft addrefs ourfelves to that great and wnly
Potentate, who is wonderful among the Kings of the Earth
and when he faith to one Go, he muft go, and to another
Come, he muft come, and to a third 4o #bzs, he muft do
it, or God will put bis Hook in bis Nofe, and his Bridle in
his Lips, according to the ftrong Expreflion of Jfaiah, and
turn him back, by the Way, that he came ; or perhaps
fend the proud Man to grafe with the Beaft of the Ficld,
and make bim to be wet with the Dew of Heaven, ’till he 1s
fenfible, and confefles, that the moft High ruleth 7n the
Kingdom of Men, and be giveth them, to whomfoever bhe
will ; till be praifeth and bonoureth and extolleth the King
of Heaven, all whofe Works are Truth, and bis Ways fudg-
ment, and thofe that walk in Pride, He 15 able to abafe.

The Gods of the Earth may by Treaties part it out among
themfelves, and form imaginary Schemes of Power ; but /e
that is bigher than the higheft among the Children of Men,
God that dwelleth in Heaven fhall laugh them to fcorn, the
Lord fhall have them in Derifion : If they take not his Con-
fent along with them, He will make them to their Coft £6 £¢//
it out that the Lord is King : the Earth may be glad thereof, yea
the Multitude of thefe our Ifles may be more efpecially glad
thereof ; on which he hath fhower'd down his Favours,
and not only filled our Hearts with Food and Gladnefi, but
blefled us with the Truth of bis boly Word, apd with fuch
a rational Form of Government, that he doth not appear

to
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to have dealed fo kindly with any other Nation, and we
are not more feparated from them by his great Waters,
than by his kind providential Care over us, Praifed be
God’s Holy Name, he hath given us all Things richly to
enjoy ! It is very certain, that we are ‘bleft with the beft
Religion ; and I am verily perfuaded, that we live under
the beft Form of Government at prefent upon the Earth ;
and therefore if we are not the beft Men, and the happieft
People upon it, the Blame muft lie upon ourfelves alone,
We profefs the Chriftian Religion from Chriff and his
Apoftles, as it ftands recorded in the Holy Book of God,
without the falfe Comments, whatever the Romanifls pre-
tend, of fallible Men. And we are under Regal Govern-
ment, fuch was the firlt Government on Earth, and fuch was,
and will be for ever the Government of Heaven : but fince
human Nature is apt to grow corrupt, and giddy, and in-
toxicated with an uncontrouled Command. The Power
of our Sovereign hath fixed Bounds, which it cannot /e-
gally pafs, it reaches our Purfes in fuch Proportions only,
as we ourfelves by our Reprefentatives propofe; and it
commands our Perfons no further, than the Lews paffed
with their Confent, Enaét. The King pretends not to be
abfolute over our Lrves and Fortunes, or to lord it over
our Conf-iences, and to judge of our Actions further than
they exprefs our Behaviour towards the State, He is
very fenfible, that our Confciences have another Mafter,
before whom we muft ftand or fall i the Day, wbhen Ron. i 16.
God  fball judge the Secrets of Men through fefus
Chrift cur Lord ; and that he fhall then be called to
an Account himfelf in his publick as well as private Ca-
pacity, whether He fhall have ftudied to keep his People
in Wealth Peace and Godlinefs, and fhall have been con-

C tented
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tented with his legal Rights, and our legal Obedience
which are the King's juft Prerogative, and therefore with
Honour are indifpenfably to be paid him, who hath given
us his facred Word from the Throne, that he hath mo Intereft
2t Hearts but ours, and that he wil/ do bis Part in prote&t-
ing, and promoting it. In a grateful Return for thefe myf
Gracious Affurances, let it be our fixed Refolution, as 1t 1s our
bounden Duty, to honour and obey the King, and all them
that are put in Authority under him ; and to unite heartily
to thew ourfelves a wife and underftanding People, that bave
Councel and Strength for toe War under him againtt all our
Enemies, and more efpecially againft that moft perfidious
One, who will be bound by the moft folemn Engagements
no longer, than it fuits with his Intereft, Ambition, or Re-
{entment to break them,

This Day already ftands diftinguithed in the Annals
of England for the Coronation of the great Preferver of
our Civil and Religious Liberties, who {topped the Ra-
vages, and checked and abated the Pride of France :
but, as we have been by no means fufficiently thankful for
that great Deliverance ; but have moft notorioufly abu-
{ed that, and all our other great natiwmal Blefings, by
converting our Peace and our Plenty into Wantonnefs,
and our Religious and Civil Liberties into Licentioufnefs ; it
is now moft juftly, and we hope, not naulpiciouily, become
a Day of Humsliation tor our foul Ingratitude, in which
we have earneftly prayed to God for his Blefling from Hea-
ven on the Perfon and Arms of cur Sovereign Lord the
King, and folemnly promifed to forfake and amend all our
wicked Ways, and at length to become a grateful and ap
obedicnt People. Thefe are our beft means of applying to the
Throne of Grace, that the Lord of Hofte, the great God of
Battle would gracioufly vcuchfafe to g2 foreh with our Flects,
and Armies, and crown them with Viétories, as 12 &

Days
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Days of old, and in the Years, that are paft, which we have
heard and known, and fuch, as our Fathers bave told us : till
we fhall have ag-in driven back thofe vain People that dehight
in War, within their own proper Bounds ; and made them

once more to {ue for the Bleffings of Peace.

To God be afcribed all Honour and Glory, Praife, Might,
Majefty and Dominion for evermore.
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