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ADVERTISEMENT.
—— D E——

AT the request of 2 number of the hearers, the following discourses are’
submitted to the public.——It was one of the secret maxims of that pernicious
philosophy, upon which the French revolution was founded, first to gain a firm
footing by fraud, and then to propagate itself by brutal force. Faber.—Judging
from the horrid, barbarous, and bloody scene, which has been exhibited at
Baltimore, and the threats, which are thrown outin other places, we must
conclude that the disciples of Atheism are prepared to act over in this coun-
try those scenes of revolution and blood, which they have acted in Europe.
The event must determine whether the people will join with them in effect-
ing theii own destruction, in butchering their fellow citizens.

Ifeel as an American, love the country of my nativity, and cannot endure
to see the evils that are coming upon her, witheut raising my voice to avert
them. Inmy view, all that is dear to us as men, as citizens, and as christians,
is endangered by the war, into which we have been plunged. Andif persist-
ed in, I dc beli<ve, that mobs, and massacres, and the destructionof civil and
religious liberty, will follow in its train. Believing this, it would be criminal
in me to hold my peace. If some of my friends are sleeping on the top of 2
mast, may I not attempt to awaken them from their slumbers ? If some diffep
in sentiment, will they not give me a candid Learing ? I conjure such to look
to Switzerland, and remember, that many there slept till their sleep proved
the slzep of death ; to look to Holland; and remember, that many there saw
no danger, till they s:ad their country were involved in one common ruin. At
such a time, witl: the wreck of nations all around us, we ought to be alive to
our danger. Our national existenee, our civil” liberties, our religious institu-
tions, cannot be destroyed by peace. They zre all endangered by war. Why
tinen do we embark on this perilous ocean ?

In our General Court a number of ministers made speeches and gave their
votes in favor of war measures. Whether they acted as the ministers of
Christ, I1eave others to judge ; but if it isright for them to advocate war in
our Legislature, may not we in our humble station at home bear oar testimony
against such measures ! If ministers have no right te. meddle with politicai
subjects, why are these Rev. war-divines sent to our General Court, to take
the lead in political discussions,.to make war speeches, and vote in suppoit.
of war measures ! Let those, who think there is a mote in their brother’s eye,
consider, and see, if there be not a beam in their own eye.

The advocates for war may condemn, and the disciples of Atheism may
sharpen their daggers for assassination ; but will you my hearers join with
them, persecute your minister, and consider him an enemy, because he tells’
you what he does solemnly believe to be the truth. Itis to save you, and your
children, and your country, and yeur religion, that I plead. Is this a crime ?
If it is, pardon the offence. And may God in mercy grant, that the voice of
Reace may again Le heard through our border.

.~




A SERMON, &e.

Proverss xx. 18.
¢ WITH GOOD ADVICE MAKE WAR?”

WHEN a war fever has been excited among a people, it
is often 1mpossible to stop its progress without copious
bleedings. In such cases, it is dangerous attempting to
save the nation by any other means. . But when' a nation
are reluctantly precipitated into a war, there is reason te
hope, that they will hearken to the advice of those, whoe
seek their good. And in such cases it becomes the duty of
those, who are set as watchmen to cai! the attention of the
people to their danger, and to point out to them the means of
escape. For ifthey do not blow the trumpet, and warn the
people, when they see the sword coming uton the land, the
blood of those, who are taken away in their iniguities, will be
required at the watchman’s hand.

By the Proclamation of the President of the United
States we are informed, that war has been declared by our
general Government against Great Britain and all her de-
pendencies. By this pubhc act the sword is drawn forth
from its scabbard, and we have enlisted in a contest of no
trifling magmtude ¥earing that, in this contest, we shall
not be protected by the Almighty, and that the sword may
come upon our own land, render manv a mother childless,
and desolate the fairest portions of our once happy country,
the Representatives .of this Commonwealth have requested
his Excellency the Governor to appoint a day for public
humiliation, fasting, and prayer. Accordingly this day has
been appomted for these solemn purposes, The civil
watchmen have sounded the alarm ; and must the ministers
of Christ be silent at such a time as this? Ought they not
to warn the people, whether they will hear, or whether they
forbear ? Will vou censure them for domg what God re-
quires them to do? Will you blame them for endcavoring




(4)

to preserve your civil and religious privileges by telling you
the truth? Will you encourage that intolerent spirit, which
forbids us to discuss public measures, and would rob us of
the freedom of speech? Will you hearken to those, who
wish to alienate your minds from your ministers, and to
prepare you to drive them from among you, or to imbrue
your hands in their blood 2% Is it possible, that public
measures when they lead to such consequences, can meet
the approbation of God ? I am pleased with the spirit man-
ifested by his Excellency the Governor in his Proclama-
tion, and I approve of the sentiments contained in the Ad-
dress of the immediate Representatives of the people in Gen-
eral Court assembled. This every man ought to read
with serious and and solemn attention. It is addressed to
you, my hearers, by your civil watchmen. 1If you will not
attend to their warning voice, your blood must be upon
your own heads. I wish, however, to add my feeble eflorts
to second their views. Shall I offend in doing this? If I
do, I must say with the Prophet Jeremiah, ¢ Behold, I am
an your hands, do with me as seemeth good and meet unto
you. But know ye for certain, that if ye put me to death,
ye shall surely bring innocent blood upon yourselves.  ler.
%xxvi, 14. " | o

The words of my text and the occasion of our present
meeting necessarily lead our attention to the unpieasant
subject of war. ¢ With good advice make war.”

War is a state of hostility between contending nations,
- in which almost every kind of violence 1s committed by
public authority. It is one of the awful judgments with
which God visits guilty nations for their sins. ¢ When the
people chose new gods ; then was war in the gates. Jud.
v. 8.—1If ye will nat be reformed—I will bring a sword up-
on you, that shall avenge the quarrel of my covenant ; and
when ye are gathered together within your cities, I will send
the pestilence among you ; andye shall be deltvered into the

} REAL S

* The witnesses are to be killed by the beast, that ascendcth out of the
bottomless pit. Rev. xi. 7. To effect his wicked purposes, this beast will
have his secret agents, scattered through' the earth. Rev. xvi. 13, 14.—That
such agents are scattered through this country, and that they are endexvng
to alienate the minds of the people from the ministers of Christ, s cvident
from the productions, which they are sending forth almost every week from
their presses. The event must determine whether they are ¢) succeed in
their malignant attempts in this country. }ut surely every one, who has any
xegard toreligion, ought to bc watchful at suci a time, ‘ ‘
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hand of the enemy.” Levit. xxvi. 23, 25.— But ye are
they that forsake the Lord, that forget my holy mountain,
that prepare a table for that troop, and that furnish the
drink offering unto that number. Therefore will I number
you to the sword, and ye shall all bow down to the slaughter ;
because when I called, ye did not answer ; when I spake, ye
did not hear ; but did evil before mine eyes, and did choose
that wherein I delighted not. Isal lxv. 11, 12.—Where-
Jore, as I live, saith the Lord God, surely because thou
hast defiled my sanctuary with all thy detestable things,
and with all thine abominations, therefore will I also diminish
thee : neither shall mine eye spare, neither will I have any
pity. A third part of thee shall die with the pestilence, and
with famine shali they be consumed in the midstof thee, and
a third part shall fall by the sword round about thee ; and I
will scatter a third part unto ali the winds, and 1 will draw out
a sword cfter them. Ezek. v. 11, 12.—Thus saith the
Lord of Hosts to all the kingdoms of the world, ye shall cer-
tainly drink of the winecup of this fury at my hand; ye
shall not be unpunished : for I will call for a sword upon all
" the inhabitants of the earth. Jer. xxv.—dnd the slain of
the Jord sholl be at that day from one end of the earth even
unto the other end of the earth : they shall not be lamented,
neither gathered nor buried, they shall be dung upon the
-ground.”  ver. 33.

War has always been considered as a sore evil by good
men. My boivels, my bowels, I am pained at my very
heart, my heart maketh a noise in me, I cannot hold my
peace, because thou hest heard, O my soul, the sound of the
trumpet, the alarm of war. Destruction upon destruction is
cried, for the whole land is spoiled : suddenly are my tents
spoiled, and my curtains in @ moment.” How long shall ¥
see the standard, and hear the sound of the trumpet 2 Jer.
1v. 19 to 21.

War, as it is generally conducted, is totally opposed both
to the law of God and the gospel of Christ. The law of
GGod requires us o love our neighbors, including our enemies,
even as we love ourselves. Love is the fulfilling of the law,
because it worketh no ill to its neighbor. And Christ requires
us “to love our enemies, to bless them that cures us, to do
good to them that hate us, and to pray for them which de-
sputefully use us, and persecute us,” Mat. v. 44,—Are not
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these requirements totally opposed to the whole system and
spirit of war, as usually conducted? Is it possible for a
man, who regards the law of God, or the gospel of Christ,
to encourage that spirit, or to justify those means, by which
wars are generally prosecuted ?

War proceeds from the worst passions of the human
heart, and tends greatly to inflame them. ¢ From whence
come wars and fightings among you? come they not hence,
even of your lusts, that war 1 your members 2 James 1v, .
1.—And that they increase these lusts, and strengthen these
malignant dispositions is evident from universal experience.
Who ever heard of the lust of power, of ambition, of re-
venge, of dominion, of conquest, being satiated by war ?
Let the ambitious sanguinary leader conquer a world, and
he would, like Alexander, weep that he had not another
world to conquer, War is injurious to religion and good
morals. This necessarily follows from what has just been
said. For if it is inconsistent with the spirit of the gospel
and the law of God, ifit proceeds from the worst passions
of the human heart, and tends to increase those passions,
then war must be injurious to religion and good morals,
And that this 1s fact, no one can doubt, who remembers the
effects of the last war in this country ; or whoever read the
account of any war in other countries. War necessarily
takes off many from attending the means of instruction and
of grace. And it places them in situations most unfavor-
able to religion and morality. The din of arms, the con-
fusion, and the profligacy of the camp take oft their atten-
tion from the concerns of the soul, and lead them to pur-
suits most opposite to religion. Itis also to be observed,
that war necessarily swallows up those resources, which
might be employed in supporting religious and moral insti-
tutions. |

War tendsgreatly to increase the mass of vice and moral
pollution in a nation. If war is unfriendly to religion and
morality, it must be friendly to vice and immorality. For
these are contrary, the one to the other. And that this is
the fact, the sight of a camp is proof strong as demonstra-
tion. The idleness, the dissipation, the profanity, the con- .
tempt of the Lord’s day, and of every thing sacred, which
attend the camp, must convince every person, that vice
reigns triumphantly there.  And, indeed, it is universally
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admitted, that the progress of an army is as certamlv at-
tended with the increase of vice and immorality, as ~with
blood and desolation.

In prosecuting war there must be a great waste of prop-
erty. The progress of hostile armies through the fairest
provinces of a nation presents nothing but ruin and destruc-
tion behind them. A fire devoureth before them, and be-
kind them a flame burneth : the land is as the garden of E-
den before them, and behind them a desolate wilderness.”
Joel ii. 3.—Fach army consider themselves authorised to
make all the havoc and destruction of their enemies’ pro-
perty, that they can. And often their friends are treated
but little better than their enemies. For laws are but a fee-
ble defence against the force and violence of an armed mul-
titude. But the wanton and wicked waste of property is not

all, that must be taken into theaccount. The army must
bc fed and clothed, and all their expenses paid by the nation.
These are almost mca]culable, and often amount to nearly
a million dollars a week. It must also be considered, that
- the profits arising from agriculture and all other useful em-
ployments must be greatly lessened in consequence of having'
so many laborers taken from their employments to supply
the army. Moreover, all the profits arising from naviga-
tion and commerce are generally destroyed by war. Hence,
it is evident, that the destruction of property by war is in-
calculably great. And a gentleman who was in Holland a
few years after they submitted to the French yoke, was told
by the unhappy suflerers, that property had then sunk sev-
enty-five per cent. (Silliman, vol. II. p. 163.) And un-
doubtedly ‘the destruction of property on the continent gen-
erally has been much greater, than it had then been-in Hol-
land. So that it would not be unreasonable to suppose,
that the wars on the European Continent had diminished
the property of all the nations, who have been engaged 1n
them, at least, a hundred percent. Nor has that nation,
which has been the scourge of all the rest, escaped her full
share of sufferings in this respect. She has robbed and
plundered others ; but she has not enriched herself.

War involves nations in debt, and subjects them to grie-
vous imposts, and intolerable taxation. 'Whatever destruc-
tion of public or private property may be occasioned by
war, the army with all its horde of servants and attendants
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must be supported. And to do this, intolerable taxes and
grievous imposts mist be laid upon the people. When
these do not answer the public demands, money must be
borrowed, and the nation involved in an accumulating debt,
to descend as a curse on their posterity.

In prosecuting war a great sacrifice of human victims
must be made. ¢ Every battle of the warrior is with con-
JSused noise, and garments rolled in blood.” The camp is
generally a hot bed for disease, and the valley of the shad-
ow of death. But on the field of battle death mounts his
paie horse, and rides triumphantly over slaughtered thou-
sands. Here he devours “ the flesh of kings, and the flesh
of captains, and the flesh of mighty men, and the flesh of hor-
ses, and of them that sit on them, and the flesh of all men,
both free and bond, both small and great.” Rev. xix. 18.—
Ye advocates for war, go to the field of bleod, and survey
the promiscuous slaughter of horses and their riders, of
soldiers and their commanders, of the young and the aged,
of the son and his father, then ask yourselves, whether these
are scenes, over which you can rejoice. * |

War often lc-ds to dangerous alliances. 'When engaged
In war, 1t is naturai for a nation to wish for the assistance of
others. To obtain this assistance they enter into alliance
with foreign nations. Such connections are aimost always
dangerous. They prepare the way for foreign attachments;
foreign vices, and foreign influence. They necessarily in-
volve the nation In the broils and contests of those nations,
with which the alliance is formed. Great national sacrifices
are generally made to obtain these alliances. And when they
are formed with powerful and wicked nations, they often lead
to the degradation and slavery of those, who form them.
Of the truth of this remark ancient and modern history fur-

e

* Christ is the prince of peace. And if any man have not his spirit, he is
none of his. What shall wethen say of those, who profess to be the friends of
Christ, and yet advocate offensive war ? Surely they know not what spirit they
are of ; for nothing can be more inconsistent with the christian character, than
their conduct. If a man hate his brother, how dwelleth the love of God in
him ? I wish, that such christians would consider, thut in this respect they con-
duct just as the heathen do, who know not God. And if they have any regard
to christianity, I coujiire them to renounce all claims to the christian charac-
ter, or to be followers of Him, who came not to destroy men’s live:, but to save
them. But here some may say, that good men advocated our revolutionary
war. Itis granted ; but that was a defensive and not an offensive war. If ana-
tion is attacked, they may defend themselves ; but if they attack their neigh-
bor, the blood that is shed must be required at their hands.
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nish conclusive evidence. Look only to Europe, and you will
find, that every nation, which have formed an alliance with the
Antichrist* of these last days, are now his vassals, his tributaries,
his slaves. Knowing the danger arising from foreignalliances, our
beloved WasnincToN, in his farewell address, has solemnly
warned us against them. And God most pointedly condemned
the Jews for entering into them. “ Wo to the rebellious children,
saith the Lord, that walked to go down into Egypt, (and have not
asked at my mouth ) to strengthen themselves in the strength of
Pharaoh, and to trust in the shadow of Egypt.” Isa. xxx. 1, 2.
War is always dangerous to the liberty of the people; and oftcn
destructive to governments. Ido not speak of the danger arising
from the possibility of a nation’s being conquered and their gov-
ernment being overturned by their enemies: All will grant that
this is often the consequence of war. But this is not the only
way, in which a nation may lose their liberty by engaging n war.
A long and arduous war exhausts the resources, breaks down the
spirit, and disposes a people to submit to measures, which would
not have been borne in time of peace. In time of war the chief
Magistrate in anation has vastly more power and influence, than
in a time of peace. He has also much better opportunity, and
much stronger motives to abuse his power. And if he can by
artful management once attach the army to himself, he may ea-
sily overturn the government; placea yoke upon the necks of the
people, and a crown upon his own head. But should he not do
this himself; the army may do it for him, or for any popular lea-
der, who can attach them to his interest. Nothing is more com-
mon than such events. The Roman legions often pilaced their
commanders on the imperial throne; and gave law to Rome her-
self. 'The tyrant of France owes his elevation to the suffrages
of the army. While the people and their rulers were talking
of liberty and equality, a daring military commander stripped
those rulers of their power, and that people of every shadow of lib-
erty. And 1t 1s a well known fact, that at the close of our revo-
lutionary war, that very army, which had been fighting for liberty,
were prepared to overturn the government, and place their com-
mander on the throne. Had not their commander been Wasu-

* «“He is Antichrist that denieth the Father and the Son. 1 John, ii, 22.—The
rulers of France have publicly declared by their national act, that there wasno God
in heaven. They placed the bones of Voltaire, that arch infidel, on the high altar,
and offered incense to them. A prostitute, personating human reason, was worship-
ped by the convention and the people, and they declared, that the citizen and the
legislator, ought to acknowledge no other worship than that of liberty, no other al«
tars than those of their country, no other pricsts than the magistrates.”———=FABER.

_2
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1N¢ToN, he would, in all probability, have been placed upon the
throne.

When a nation engages in war, it is impossible to tell what
the result willbe. That it will occasion much evil to the nation,
and involve many individuals and families in ruin is certain ; but
how it will ultimately terminate is uncertain. * X%e race is: not
to the swift, nor the battle to the strong.” Andhe, who girdeth
on his armor must not boast himself, as he who putteth it off. A
nation may think thcy bave counsel and might for the war ; but
in the end they may find, that their adversary 1s more wise and
mighty than they.

My hearers, I have mentioned some of the evils resulting from:
a state of war, for your serious consideration. These are merely
the outlines of the picture, evils that are common to war u: almost
every shape. But I have by no means filled up the picture,. nor
shall Iattempt to do it. For war often involves individuals, and:
families, and nations, in all that complicated mass of evil, which
can make life nuserable and death hopeless. Can rulers then,
be justified in plunging a nation into war and exposing them to
all its drcadful consequences, unless they have vciy strong rea-
sons for so doing ? Surely if they followed good “advice, they
never would do it.

I do not say, that a nation ought rot to ¢ngage in a defensive
war. If others make war upon them, they may defend them-
selves. But it must be a very strong case, that will justify a
nation in entering uport an offensive war. What principles, but
those which actuated- savages and devils, can induce one nation
to wage war uapon another ? Is it honor, 1s it the love of glory,
Is It revenge, is it the hope of plunder, 1s it the desire of con-
quest? These may influence the duelist, the infidel, the savage ;
but they are opposed to cvery princip]e of reason, of humanity,
of justice, and of religion.  Such-considerations will weigh light
1n the court of Heaven : weigh light? they will press with the
weilght of a mountamn upon those, who offer them.

But it may be said, that an offensive war may be made to ob-
tain redress for injuries suffered, or security against evils threaten-
ed. I wdl not say, that this principle is wholly wrong; but I
doubt whether it is correct. A nation may prepare for war, and
take all proper methods to secure themselves against the attdcl-.
which another nation may be meditating against them ; but it
must be a very strong case which will jusufy them, in begmnmfr
the war, lest the other should get some advantage against them..
And such conduct Is olten as impolitic, as it is cmmmal With:
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zespect to waging war to obtain redress of injuries more may ‘be
said. But even in this case, it is very doubtful whether a na-
tion would ever begin a war, if they were to follow good advice.
They must sufer great evils, indeed, to justify them in resorting
to war and exposing themselves to all its incalculzble evils to re-
dress them. Before they do this, they should see, thatthey have
given their enemy no just occasion.of complaint agamst them.;
that all proper measures have been taken to settle the existing
difficulties, in a friendly way ; that the injuries are of an exten-
sive and serious nature ; and that they are justified by the gov-
ernment, whose servants have committed them. For if a na-
tion have given their enemy just ground of complaint ; if they
have not taken proper measures to have their difficulties settled
in a friendly way ; if the injuries are not extensive and serious
in their nature ; and ifthey are not justified by the governments
under which they have been committed, a nation cannot be jus-
tified in making offensive war. Nor will they do it even in this
case, if they follow good advice, when there are strong reasons to
believe, that suitable preparations have not been made to prosecute
the war ; that many wise and good men are opposed to 1t ; that
it cannot be prosecuted without burdening the nation with taxes
and involving them in debt; that it will not remedy the evils
complained of, but produce more evil than good. All these are
considerations, that should be well weighed, before a nation en-
gage in offensive war. 'They ought also to consider well, wheth-
er ihie war will not lead to fatal alliances, endanger their own lib-
erties, and end in the subversion of their civil and religious insti-
tutions. For if these are to be endangered by the war, no con-
siderations should induce a nation, or theirrulers, to engage in an
effensive war. It would be risking every thing that is dear, im-
portant, and sacred, without any prospect of obtaining redress
for the injuries complained of. These things being duly con-
sidered, is it not evident, that there are but few, very few cases,
in which anation can be justified in making an offensive war up-
¢n others. For my own part, I do not believe that the instance
ever has occurred, in which such a war could be justified. And
I do belicve, that, when God shall bring to light the hidden
works of darkness, and disclose those secret motives which have
influenced the actions of men, such wars will be condemned.
And the blood, which has been shed in them, will be required
of those, by whom tiicy have been made.
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ProvERBS XXx. 18.

«“ WITH GOOD ADVICE MAKE WAR.”

HAPPY would it be for our world, if nations were never
engaged in unnecessary wars. It was a maxim of Washington
always to puthis enemy in the wrong, by offering him every thing
that was right. This maxim was as wise, as it was just. And
were 1t always observed, it would often preventa resort to arms.
For there are but few governments that wish to make war, when
their opponent has fairly placed them in the wrong. And if they
wili do it, they alone must bear the infamy. In that case, a na-
tion may with good advice defend themselves against such an en-
emy. They may safely appeal to the great Arbiter-of nations,
But if the cause is appealed to the God of battles, what must a
nation expect, if they themselves are the aggressors ?

In despotic and tyrannical governments, where the people are

2 slaves of their rulers, all discussion of public measures 1s
stifled by the strong arm of power, If their proud master “tells
the people, that they must eat straw, eat straw they must.” If
he deciares war, they must fight, whether the cause be just or
unjust. But in republics, and even in limited monarchies, the
people have aright to think, and to speak for themselves. They
have a nght to discuss public measures, and to make use of all
proper means, to prevent, or remove, public grievances. In
Great Britain every person in and out of Parliament, in public
and private, is allowed to discuss the measures of government;
and to speak his mind freely. This privilege is secured to us
by our state and federal constitution. And I hope that the time
has not come, when we must part with this invaluable privilege.
If it has, I am sure, that those, who wish to deprive the people
of this iberty, are their deadly enemies, and have no regard to
therr civil rights.

I offer these remarks to prepare the way for an inquiry into
the merits of the war, into which we have been plunged. If it
has been made with good advice, we ought to support it. Ifit
has not, we may with propriety use all constitutional means to
bring it to a speedy close.* In making this inquiry, I hope, I

* The consitutional means to bring the war to a speedy close are freedom of speech
and of the press, and elections. Let the merits of the war be calmly discussed,
and let those, who prefer peace to war with all its horrors, give their votes for such
men as will endeavor torestore us to a state of peace and happiness.

Se¢ the address of the convention of New-Jersey, adopted July 4th.
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shall proceed on christian principles, and I will endeavor to keep
within the bounds of moderation.

Is the war into which we have been plunged, an offensive or
defensive war? I suppose, that no one will pretend, that it isa
defensive war. 1If they do, I would ask, where is the enemy,
what point have they attacked, where is the invasion ? We have
heard much said about invading the territories of our neigh-
bors ;* but nothing -of their invading us.  Indeed, we appear to
have been perfectly secure in this respect ; for we ‘have taken no
measures to guard against such an event. And the people on
the lines, and in the most exposed sithations, did not apprehend
the least danger from any invasion, until war was declared by
their own rulers. The war is not then a defensive war. - But
perhaps I shall be told, that the Indians have invaded our coun-
try. Why then is not the war declared against them ? The fact
is, the war is not declared against the Indians; but against an-
other nation. It is said, that the Indians have been excited to
make war upon us by that nation.f This assertion wants
proof. ‘There is no evidence of the fact laid before the people.
If any documents exist to prove this, why are not the people

itted to see those documents ? In the protest of the minor-
ity in Congress against the war signed by thirty-four members,
and addressed to their constituents, a documentj: which every
man that regards the interest of his country, ought to read, the
following statement is made: * Of the origin of the Indian war
but verv imperfect information has as yet been given to the pub-
lic. Without any express act of Congress,} an expedition was
last year set on foot, and prosecuted into Indian territory, which
had been relmqulshed by treaty, on the part of the United States.
And now we are told about the agency of British traders, as to
Indian hostilities. It deserves consideration, whether there has
been such provident attention, as would have been proper to re-
move any cause of complaint, either real or imaginary, which
the Indians might alledge, and to secure their friendship.”

*In Congress, in our State Legislatures, and in the public Prints.

1 This assertion has often been made in and out of Congress. But such assertions,
if not grounded on good proof, are inconsistent with every prmc:plc of morality and
good faith. ¢ Thou shalt not bear false witness against thy neighbor.”

$ As this address contains statements founded on public documents, is made in
the face of the government and war-party, and signed by ihirty-four members of the
first respectability, it demands our attention, and is entitled to full confidence.

§ The power to declare war is vested in Congress by the Constitution. But this
expedition against the Indians was set on foot without any express act of. Congres:.
By what antiority did the President setit on foot ! Iv' he may set on foot such ex-
peditions, hie may involve us in war at any time without any express act of Con.

————eress—hall our Coustitution-be-thus violated?
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Froin this statement it appears very problematical whether we
made war upon the Indians, or they upon us. But let this be deci-
ded as it may ; we have no evidence that Great Britain gave them
any countenance in this business. And it is no evidence of a
good spirit to make such assertions without clear proof. I think,
then, it is ~ertain, that the war in which we are engaged is not
a defensive, but an offensive war. Others have not made war
upon us, but we have made war upon them. Itisthena ques-
tion, whether all those things have been dane, which are neces-
sary to render an offensive war justifiable. Have we given the
nation against which we have declared war, no just occasion of
complaint against us? I will not attempt to answer this ques-
tion ; but only observe, that if we have, we ought to be as ready
to do them justice, as to demand it for ourselves.

Have we taken all proper measures to settle in a friendly way
the difficulties that have existed between us and them? From the
report of the committee of Congress recommending the declara-*
tion of war, there appear to be five principal grounds of com-
plaint against Great Britain stated ; but Congress have not deigned
to state the reasons upon which they acted.* They passed the
sclemn vote in dark and secret conclave. Their doors were
shut against the people.t And the people are left to guess the
reasons, which have induced their rulers to plunge them into all
the horrors of war. |

Fifty thousand dollars} were paid to Henry for discovering
the plot, 1n which he says, he was employed by the Governor of

* See the declaration of war.

T See the address of the Minority in Congress, in which they observe, * that ev-
ery arbitrary abridgment of the right of speech in representatives, is a direct in-
fringement of the liberty of the people ; every unnecessary concealment of their pro-
ceedings an approximation towards tyranny.” They then observe that this iberty
ef speech is denied to the Representatives of the people, that secret sessions are
multiplied, and that without any just reason they were called into secret sessica to
pass the war act, in which your dearest interests are involved. Can thc people be
willing to have their lives and pruperty voted away in secret; and not know even
the price, for which they have been sold ?

4 As thisis a mysterious business it is imposstble to get at positive proof ; but the
following circumstances may be relied on. Henry received a letter from Governor
Gerry, dated Cambridge, January 14th, 1812, introducing him to Mr. Madison. He
was at Washington the first of February with the Count De Crillon. After being
there several days he proposed to buy Crillon’s estate in France. On the tenth of
February 49,000 Dollars were drawn from the contingent fund in the Diplomatic De-
pairtment, and 1,000 from the contingent fund in the Civil Department, by Mr. Gal-
latin’s order. This money was paid at the Bank of Columbia, to John Graham, ar
order. Here 50,900 Dollars of secret service money was put into the hands of cne
of the officers of government. A gentleman in Baltimore says ke introduced Henry
to the cashier of onc of their Banks, who received from Henry a check for 48,000
dlollars, which Henry received from the Bank of Columbia. Mr. H. Biglow of B~
timore under oath dcclares, that the cashier of the Mechanics Bank stated to hin.
the samc fact, that he reccived from Henry a check from the Bank of Columia
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€anada. As soon as his papers were delivered to our gcvéin-
ment, he was sent to France in a national ship, so that it was
impossible to bring him to any public examination. The gov-
ernment of Great Britain have declared, that they had never em-
ployed him as an agent in this country, and thatthey had no rea-
son to believe, that Governor Craig had ever employed him to at-
tempt a dismemberment of the union. By his own testimony
Henry was a traitor, and acted from a spirit of malignant revenge
in making the disclosure. Several of his letters carry a lie upon
the very face of them. He speaks in very offensive language of
our government and its agents. And he acknowledges, that he
had never disclosed the object of his mission to one individual
person. [See his letters.] Can you believe the testimony of
such a man ? Can such a mysterious business be a just ground
of war ? Might not a thousand traitors be found, who would dis-
close pléts, as horrible as this, for ihe sum of fifty thousand dol-
lars ? Judas betrayed his Lord for thirty pieces of silver.

I have noticed another article of charge respecting the Indians,
and stated the observations made onthis head by the mirority in
Congress. In their solemn address to the people, the Repre-
sentatives of this Commonwealth say, that the ‘ msinuations
and assertions, so lavishly made, of a plot to dismember the un-
ion, by the employment of secret emissaries, and the attempts
to excite Indian hostilities are wholly unsupported by proof.
[ See their address.] Until substantial proof is brought forward,
we must then conclude, that these reasons deserve no attention.

- The other causes assigned for the war are, the 1impressment of
Americanseamen ; the principles of blockade imputed to the Brit-
1sh Government, and the orders in Council.

for 48,000 dollars. Henry’s letter to Mr. Monroe, is dated Philadelphia, Feb. 20th.
Gn this same day 100,000 dollars of secret service money were voted to Mr. Madison
by Congress. See Gerry’s letter, Crillon’s testimony, Gallatin’s orders, Biglow’s
dcposition, and journals of Congress.

Thus it appears, that Henry was sent on by Mr. Gerry, that he transacted his
business at Washington the first of February, that on the tenth, 50,000 dollars of
sccret service money was paid at the Columbian Bank, that Henry had 48,000 of
this with him at Baltimore, that he then returned to Philadelphia, and pretended
to send on his dispatches from there, that the disclosure was then'made to Congress
after they had voted away 100,000 dollars for secret services, and on the same day
Henry embarked at Newyork in one of our national ships for France.

The British government solemnly declare, that Henry was never authorised by
them, and they have no belief, that he ever was sent by Governor Craig for the ob-
Jects which he pretends. See Proceedings of British Parliament, April 28th, 1812.

To put this matter beyond all doubt a Republican member of Congress, Mr. Ed-
win Gray of Virginia, inhis letter to his constituents says :—*¢ The payment of that
sum ($50,000) to Henry being doubted by many, I deem it proper, in justice to all
honest men who iaay entertain a doubt on the subject, to assert, that it is a positive
fact, which could not be denied by the Secretary of State, when lately ¢xamined by
a committee of the Senate.”’—Sec Gray’s Letter, &c.































