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ACT of the AssociATE PrEsBYTERY of Pennfylva-
nia, for a PusLic Fasr.

At Philadelphia, the feventh Day of November, one thoufand feven hundred and feventy-four Year:.

‘ Nl r HICH dayand place, the Prefbytery hav-
ing ferioufly deligemted, on fhe alarming
ftate of public affuirs, the affeting con-

dition of the prefent geneneration, and the manifold
caufes of the Lord’s controverfy with us, find it high-
ly incumbent on us, and the people nnder our infpec-
tion, to effay fatting and humiliation; and agree that
the following particulars be exhibited as reafons for
this exercife.

The minds of mankind, are genenally deftitute of
regular and abiding convictions of the exiftence, and
pesfeitions of God.  Few confider in a pra&ical man-
ner, that there is a God who is infinitely holy and jutt,
~—as merciful and gracious, whofe all-fecing eye ob-
ferves the feveral tranfa&tions of the heart, equally
. as the open a&jons of the life; who weighs all his crea-
tures and all their aGtions in unerring ballances; to
whom we muft give an account, and by whom we will
be judged at the great day. Moft people fay in their
hearts, There is no God, and of courfe behave as if they
were lawlefs beings. Gad is not in all their thoughts,
it is not their care to know him, as he has revealed
himfelf in the word, nor is attention to the difcoveries
of his will, ever an objet of their concern: The ter-
or of his majelty as a revenging judge, and the riches
of his grace as a great forgiver, are topics they will

to" penetrate their confideration: Hence
they are not imprefled with obligations to duty, nor
affeCted on the account of fin, nor do they contemplate
in a folemn manner the important realities of the cter-
nal world.

Divine Revelation is tte obje& of peculiar difregard,
and contempt. The heavenly original of the fcriptures
is difcarded by many as a fi&ion, and the perfon who
cordially belicves it, is rarely to be met with. Few
are fenfible of the obligations which arife from thofe
precepts which the ¢racles of God enforce, alarmed by
the threatenings which they denounce on the impeni-
tent, or allured by the demonftrations of infinite mercy
which they exhibit to the view of all. The reading of
the word, and meditation upon it are obje&ts of gene-
ral averfion. Some never confult it in fecret, others
do not read it in their familics, not a few forget or are
afhamed to carry it with them to public ordinances.
Among the profeflors of rdiigion, }ew are careful to
fubmit to the determinations of the word as to what is
their duty, but in this are under the influence of their
own fancy. This facred book is intollerably perverted,
and eggregioufly mifapplied to fupport erronious and
beretical principles, and even to defend, or at Jeaft to
extenuate profane and irreligious behaviour. Many
furnith themfclves with jefts out of the word of God
and profane its heavenly ftyle, by their impious drol-
lery. Though God, out of infinite kindnefs, Kas written
to us the great things of his law, the moft of us like
Ephraim, reckon them firange things.

Ignorance of our holy religion greatly prevails. Mul-

titudes are deflroyed for lack of knowledge, Though

it is the privilege of profcflors that their lines are fal-
len to them in the vall:y of vifion, yet fpiritual dark-
nefs covers their minds. They rcfemble the s/-ich
avbom God hath deprived of wifforr, and are like the
horfe and the mule that bave ns underflanding. Mcans
of knowledge abound, but-few are concerned to im-
prove them. Many who in point of religious profeffi-
on are on the fide of the reformed, are furprifingly ig-
norant of the principles which conftitute that charadter,
though they are clearly exhibited in the word of God,
fummed up in thofe excellent tefts of orthodoxy, wvi=.
our Weftminfier -Confeflion of Faith, Larger and
Shorter Catechi{ms, Dire&tory for Worfhip, and Form
of Prefbyterial Church Government, fworn to in our
Covenants national and folemn league, and witnefled
for in the judicial a&, declaration, and teftimony. Yea,
many are grofly ignorant of the leading truths of
Chniftianity, and fo have need of inftrution in the very:
Sirft principles of the oracles of God.

The Gofpel of Jefus Chriff is much defpifed. Though
the revelation of a me '0d of falvation be an invaluable
bleffing to a loft world, yet nothing is treated with

cater difrefpe@.  Sinners do not regard a gracious
god. though in the gofpel he addrefles them with all
the affe@ion of a parent, invites them with all the kind-
nefs of a frierid, befeeches them as if he was their in-
ferior, and to give them the higheft demonftratien of
his infinite concern for their welfare, promifcs and
fwears out of the abundance of his grace, that all hap-
pinefs thall be theirs who believe 1n the name of his
Son. Though the complete righteoufnefs of fmmanuel
is exhibited to finners and eternal life through it is of-
fered to them without diftinétion; though the fountain
ot atoning blood is opened, and a full indemnity is
publithed to the guilty ; yet the moft part continue en-
tirely unmoved, and freely indulge themfelves in con-
temning the grace of God. Few put to their feal to
the go(%xl record while numbers make the God of truth
ali- 7 not believing it, for he that believeth not the
recoi  of God hath made him a bhar. The falvation
which the gofpel brings near is defpifed, becaufe it is
a falvation from fin, which finncrs do not incline-to be
delivered from. 'This defpifing of the glorious gofpél
is the chief reafon of the Lord's rightcous difpleafure
with us at this day.

The Decay of Religion is very obfervable. The power
of godlinefs is found among few, and they who have
experienced it, are in a great meafure become uncon-
cerned. This is a time in which not only the foolith
virging, but alfo the wife arc generally afleep,  Many

rofeflors are pleafed with a mere form of religion, they
Kavc eafe in their minds if they obferve the externals of
duty, not confidering the neceflity of having the heart
ferioufly engaged thereine  Very important dutics a-2
much omitted ; fecret prayer is entircly neglected by
multitudes, others rarcly pradife it, and tic moft of
thof+ who obferve it with punfuality arc yet very cares
lefs performers. The onnffion of fumily worthip is a
very
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very commun fin among profeffors 3 they call their fa-
milies together to eat and to drink, but never or fel-
dom do they affumble thum to thew forth the Lord's
loving kindnels i the morning, and kis faithfulnefs
before their repofe in the night. The fin of negle@ing
family worthin is the more highly afgmvatcﬁ', when
perfons have folemnly before God and his people en-
ﬁz\gcd to perform 1t, and yot live in the neglect of i,

L.laacholy initances of fuch perfons are too common,
Private maeetings for focizl worthip and Chriftian con-
ference are very unfrequent, yea, people generally feem
to ha.e peculiar averion to them; though they are
excellent means of propagating knowledge, and che-
rithing the vitals of religion ; and where {uch meetings
are erected, it 1s to be lamented that members do not
give a ferious and conftant attendance.  Public ordi-
nances are mitimproved in a moft affecting manner. It
is the fathion of many to appear fcldom in the houfe
of God, the molt trifling incident, and flighteit in-
difpofition will detain oihers from ity and the
grcut:ﬁ part of them who do attend, do not conduét
themiclves as if they believed that they are in the pre-
fence of that God who will be fanitifed in all them that
come nigh bim, and before all the people be avill be glori-
fed.  Tew join with their hearts in public prayers, or
gver conlider that fuch condu& is their indifpenfible
duty. Many hear the word preached with inattenti-
on, irreverence and impatience, and they are rarely
to be found who ferioufly reflet upon, or afterwards
converfe one with another, about the truths which were
delivered in the name of the Lord Jefus. Thefe are
very little regarded, while the preachers addrefs, and
other circumftances are objefs of critical attention.
People are ordinarily very unfuitubly exercifed while
the ordinance of baptifm is adminiftred. Many will
gaze, on fuch un pccafion, but few are thereby excited
to remember the folemn obligations their baptifm laid
upon them, fo as to reflett with forrow and remorfe
upon their manifold violations of them; and are dif-
pofed to fly to the Lord Jefus for pardon and fun&ifi-
cation, the neceflity of which is pointed out by a very
lively fymbal in thet holy facrament. Many live con-
tentedly in the neglelt of coming to the Lord's table,
while others ajproach it with little folemnity. Many
communicants are quite carel fs as to the previous duty
of felf-cxumination: While they partake of this holy
ordinance, they do not confider as they ought, that
the confecrated figns of Immanucl's body and blood
are in their hands, and that unworthy communicating
i a fin peculiarly agoravated. When the folemn a&ion
is over, they do not duly refle@t on their condu&, nor
are decply concerned to demcan themfelves, in eve
part of their future deportment, confitent with their
character, and the profeflion they made at the table of
the Lord, Very few effay fecret fating and humilia-
tion, though it is a duty the Lord has remarkably
countenanced, to the unfpeakable fatisfattion of many
who have been ferioufly engred in it And if this is
the cale with regard to individuals, it may be eafily
judged that this duty is gercrally omitted by families.
It is affecting to confider how unmoved people gene-
rally are, on days appainted for public faling, Few
are concerned to behuve on thefe occafions in a man-
per that is adapted to thewr real defign j—infpe@ing
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their hearts, furveying their deportment to find out
their fins of omiffion and commiflion with their aggra-
vations, and refolving in the flrength of grace, to re-
turn to the Lord from whom they have deeply revolt.
ed. They arc not many who with believing and con-
trite frames look upon him whom they have pierced
and who improve the a"l}-florious atonement for par.
don and fanctification, Hence it 1s that when the time
is paft, it cannot be known by the converfation of peo-_
ple that fuch a duty was effayed, fo untender and une
uarded are they.—Mutuul love little prevails, profef-
?ors are often at variance one with another, and cngag-
ed in quarrcls and unneceflary law-fuits, to the fcandal
of religrion, and the offence of every ferious thinker.
Charaé%ers are npt fupported ; efpecially minifters and
inferior church officers are fhockingly seviled; and that
often by thofewho are under their immediate infpeion.
Many indulge themfelves in defaming, backbiting,
whi{pering, and tale-bearing, which inflame and de-
tract all focicty, religious and civil. That zeal for the
caufe of Chrift which is oppofed to a neutral and a fu-
rioug temper, is almoft evanithed. Private intereft is
preferred to the copcerns of Zion. The doétrine, wor-
fhip, government, and difcipline of the Lord's houfe,
are in thefe degenerate times fhoved afide with con.
tempt, Relative duties are grcatly fuperceded. Thofe
who are in authority are influenced by too little inte-
grity in taking their meafures, and putting them in
execution; and much undutifulnefs prevails among thofe
whom providence has put in a ftate of fubjeion. It
is to be feared that the greateft part of parents very
much negle& thcir duty to their children: They do
not after the example of faithful Abraham command
them to feck the good aways of the Lord, ror
fludy to make them particularly acquainted with the
principles of our holy religion, nor are careful to fet a
good example before them for their imitation, but
while they provide for their temporal felicity, are en-
tirely unfolicitous about their eternal welfare.  Little
dutifulnefs to parents is found among children; many
of them entirely diircgard paternal authority, will not
improve cither by religions direction or example, but
blindly follow the dictates of their own corruption,
being refolved to breai through all reftraints.  Some
matters treat their {laves with great barbarity, and mait
are quite carclefs about their fouls; if they get the
drudgery of thule poor heathens they care not whe-
ther their fouls are faved or damned. Much uadutiful-
nefs is found among fervants; few of them demean
themfelves confcientioufly 5 influenced by a iincere re-
ard to the glory of God, and their ma'ters interefl,
he religious duties which refpe€t the ~onjugal Rate
are very much negle@ed; hufbands and wives are cither
entircly regardlefs of the fpiritual welfare of cach other,
or too remifs to promote it, though they are among
the nearcit of moral relatives.  Much untenderaefs obe
tains araong minifters in thefe degenerite times : few
of them are dueply folicitons to know ceperimentally
the truths which they delivor to their peonle, and to
eflay the performance of all the duties which they in-
culcate on others: They are not improio 1 s thes
ought with the worth of imimortal fouls, tae import.
ance of cterndd things, the weight of ther oilice, thar
own iufufliciency to act for the glory, and the cer-
/ tainty
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taiaty of their appearance before the tribunal of their

mafter, to give an account of their ftewardfhip.
Eeoplc are too tﬁoughtlcfs of their minifters : They
pray too little for them, and are not concerned as they
ouzht to be, to receive the word at their mouth, act
as the word of men, but as the word of God: And
there are too many who do not endeavour to fupport
their charater and families.

Floods of gross Immoralities overflow. This is a
time whea open iniquity abounds in a moit affecting
manner. Swearing i3 a very fathionable abomination.
The ghrien: and »'rt:g/?d nawe of the Lord our God
is thockingly profined, by the unnzceflary, irrevercnt,
and blafpemous ufing of it; by ti.c unhallowed appeal,
made to hiin in ordinary convertation ; and by the ter-
rible imnrecations many load tumicives and othens
with. Maay being athamed to {wcar as abandoncd
profligates, yet allow thuemfclves to {wear by heathen
wols, mea, faith, confcience, and hive minced oatins
familiarly in their mouths.  The Lord's day is unac-
countably difregarded: It is profiged by unneceflary
journcying, carual converfe, diveriiose, floth, profe-
cution of worldly bufinefs, and many other ways,
Unclcannefs makes a dreadful progr.f, and incentives
to it are cherithed with aftonifking kecnnefs, fuch »e
promifcucus dancingy vain and indecent apparel, luf-
civious geitures, boc”. pictures, fnngs, talk, and the-
atrical entcrtainnonts in our citics. Drunkennefs is
a very common vicz : We have multiplied occatians of
fecing people intoxicated to a degree that unfits them
£ tic performance of any duty, makes them an eafy
prey to cvery temptation, and depreffes them into a
condition far below the brutal flate. And many who

————gpe-sthamed to-be found chargeable with fich fhame-

ful abufes, indulge themfclves in pernetual tipling, and

ilv embrace opportuaities of gratifying their in-
temperate luft.  Open feoffing at cvery thing ficred
and {. rious, friud, gaming, injuitice, oppreflion, theft,
rapine, murder, and many other fcenes of open wiched-
ncfs in cur land.

Erroneons Principles every where abound, There are
many who will act give the divinity of the Lord Jefus
aphicein tin.r creed.  The imosutation of .Ndarm's firt
fin to his pofterity, wnd the univerfal depravit: of hu-
man anature, are diftarded as fickions of defigning
m-n.  The imputation of Immanuel's righteoufnefs 1s

Laaly liated, or cunningly fhoved aﬁﬁr, while the

utiicica v of our 13tural powers to manage the bufi-.

acfs tor etermity, :: wclebrated in t%i- puliat, defendad
in the prefs, and s too much alurttel into the pri-
vate boufe. Th- .hifolute neceility of rcgenerition in
osdes to <termal }appinefs is rediculcd by many as
whim, and the vhole feries of proctical religion with
which it is conn- ted, 15 invidiculy d.tinguithed by
the namc of Lnthafiafm. Some deny ihe moralty or
the Sabboth, a:d others evr as to the day of cb-
ferving it; while not the firlt day of the wock, but
the fevenih is acknowledged to be Lo’y time. They are
to be found who deny thic torments of the damned are
cternal, and pleafe themfelves with the impious hopes
of an unive fal redemrtion of devils ind m.a. Thede
provinces are crouddd with thole whof: regard to
the holy {crinteresis only a piece of pret=n.l=d refpett,
while the Light sithin is cried up as tae sule which they

walk by The he v faoerints are denicd alio, and
not a few who oo knewledge thaa err as to the ubjicls
of their admizhhiat’on s while they are denied thofe,
who by the word of Gud have a right to them, s bap-
tifm to the childron of believing parents; or are dif-.
penicd to thofe who by the zuthority of Chrift are ex-
clided from them, as the epenly wicked and profane..
And they arc alfo greatly profaned by mixing with
them the inventions of men.  The worthip of God is
greatly corrupted, by introducing into it fuperftitious
ard uncommunded rites, which are very dithonouring
to him, and hurtful to the fouls of men. The facred
office of the miniftry, as a truft committcd to ren,
regularly called and ordained, is vilified, while the im-
pioas intrufions of enthufiafts is celcbrated as an inftjs
tution of Jefus. The government of Chrit's church
is by fome extended beyond feriptural limits, and it is
confined by others within unferiptural boundaries. A
latitudinarian fcheme is generally adopted; by which
the faithfull exercife of ecclefiattical difcipline is ren: .
dcred impraéticable, and men of corrupt minds are n..
boldened to propagate their errors as they pleafe. The
cbligation of the folemn covenants of our native lands
is_denied, even by thofc from whom better things
might have been expeted; and .great pains are taken
to perfuade people that their conFcienccs are quite free
from thefe facred ties. Declenfion from the reformation
ttainzd to in formcr times, is accopnted unfuitable mat-
ter for a public teftimony in the prefent.  Some aéted
by injudicioys zcal for our glorious reformation, have
run into the pernicious extremne of cafting off the pre-
fent civil government j—defpifing deminion, and [peaking
evil of digmitic:. |

Spiritual Judgments which are the ordinary prefages
of tcmronl calamitics are very common. Blindnefs
mind, fearednefs of confcience, hardnefs of heart, and
vile affeétions, and ftrong delutions abound. The Lard
frowns on the churches, and has divided them in the
day of his angcr. Many of his fcrvants and people
maintain mutual variance and oppofition, and few la-
ment thefe melancboly diftradtions. Ordinances are

catly difcountenanced by our offcnded God: we

ave provoked him to deny his prefence, and to fuf-
pend the influcnces of his grace.  The times of holy
fervices are very fcldom in our days, times of refreth-
ing from the prefegee of the Lord.  Few confciences
are awaken=d, and inltances of converfion are very rare.
Among thof: who apprchend they are converted, too
many evid.uce by their temper and conduct that they
are deceiving themfelves. Spiritual indifpofition is uni-
verfal. Profcffors are generally fecure, though the
Lord is ¢videstly threatiing to come out of his place
to punifh the inhabitants of the world for their iniqui-
ty. A black cloud at prefent hangs over the Britith
empire. Our native lands and the Amcrican colonics,
whofe intcreits are infeparibly connefted, are likely to .
become a mutual feourgs to cach other.

All ranks have offended.  The throne is guilty, ag-
gravated fin may be found in the palace as well as in
the cottage: The overturnng of ovur gloricus refcrs
mat'on, and the barbarity excrcifedd againft the people
of Gud, by the two lalt kings of the family of Stewart,
who raifed the royal prerogativc above =l law, and
made their dominions ¢ roan under the yoke of tyran-

B
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fty, have never been duly confeffed and lamented 5 on
which acconnt the throne iv unpurged to this day, It
is to he lamented that encroachments are made on the
liberties of mankind by fuch us thould mrintain them
inviolably,  The faundations of'the carth ave gone out of
their courfe.  That Antichrittian fuperd! ition which
murdered our religious progenitors, is not only couns
tenanced in many parts of the Dritith dominions, but
now has the fanction of kine and parlinment, by an
eftablitinent in Canada.  No proper endeavoury are
ufed to reform our armics and navies, wiw on account
of the great wickednefs that prevails among them, are
in a manner aflociations againft God.  Few great men
are religious : ton many of them think that religion is
below them s they do not make it the object of their
ftudy, nor are concerned that it flonrifh in their funi-
lies. Itis to be lamented that too many vefted with the
office of magiftracy, are not terrors to evil doers, but
commit thofe vices which they are bound by their of-
fice to fupprefs.

None oF us are innocent. We cven awe have finned
with our fathers, and have doae wickedly. With us
even with us, are to be found fins agairfl the boly One of
Ifrael. We are aually guilty of many of the fins above
mentioned, and fuch as we are not dire@ly chargeable
with,. have nut been duly lamented for by us.  Indif-
ference and lukewarmnefs greatly prevails; and under
the cavert of a profeflion, too many conceal irrcligion.
I'ew are concurned to make themfelves acquainted with
that tcftimony which they have folemnly efpoufed, or
endeavour to act a part becoming their witnefling pro-
fefion. A fud decay of zeal for'the caufe of God, and
love to one another feems to prevail.  Little tendernefs
of conftience and circumfpe®ion in praltice appear.
The fecret duties of rcligion are much negletted, and
many who obferve them are quite formal and fuperfi-
cial. Many are buried in worldly-mindednefs, which
is very prejudical to vital religion. Few of us are cone

.cerned to receive the Lord Jefus into our hearts, and
to improve his word and ordinances; yea, fome have
fallen into grofs ats of wickednefs. Our pradtice in
many refpects does not keep pace with our profeffion,
and thus we make the way of the Lord to be evil fpo-
ken of: While we profefs adherence to our folemn co-
venants, we are not duly concetned to profecute the
defign of them. We teftify againit the Iﬁm of others ;
but are too heedlefs of our own. Very little of a hea-
venly favour is to be found about our words and a&i-
ons: And conformity to the world is more uffeted
than conformity to Jefus Cheift. 8hould the Lord
mark iniquity againft us, none.of us could ftand. We
have reafon us well as others to cry out with the lepers,
Unclean, unclean.  Jultly may we roll ourfelves in-the
duft, and with the deepeft humiliation, fay to God,
We have fiuned, we have commitied iniquity, we have
done wickedly,

For all thefe and many other obvious caufes, parti-
cularly fpecitied in the judicial ac?, declaration and tef-
timony in the ackmowledgment of fins prefied to the bond
for renewing our folemn covenants, and in former aéts

]
for falting paffed by this prefbytery. The prefbytery
do hercb;" gnrncﬂl ycall !?cfcecyh eI:zd obteﬂpan under
their infpe&ion to Zumble themfclves deeply before the
Lord, and to affli& their fouls by falting.—Praying
with the eye of faith fixed on our glorious Redeemer,
and the gracious promifes of forgivenefs, that the
Lord would turn aguin, heal our backflidings, fubdue
our iniquities, and caft all our fins into the deeps of
the fea, that he would remove the caufes of his righte-
ous controver{ly with us, and be pacified towards us,
for all that we have done ; that he would open the eyes
of all ranks in our native lands, and.in thefc provinces,
to {ee the evil of their ways, and rcturn again to him-
felf, from whom they have dec}sly revolted ; that he
would raife up the tabernacle of David which is fallen,
clofe up the breaches thereof, raife up its ruins, and
build it as in the days of old; that he would revive s
covenanted work of Reformation, and check the pro-

refs of error, delufion, and immorality; that he would
gm&ify the peculiar difpenfations of judgment and
thercy to thegc colonies, and make them happy occa-
fions of exciting people to canfider and reform their
way; that he would gracioufly blefs the adminiftration
of gofpel ordinances, whether more ordinary or more
folemn, giving teftimony to the word of his grace, and
ﬁ"ing his houfe with glory; thet he would blefs the
aflociate fynod, and inferior judicatories fubordinate
thereto, and particularly this prefbytery; countenanc-
ing and proipering his work among our hands, and -
leading us in a plain path, becaufe of obfervers; that
he would gracioufly blefs our fovereign king George,
the queen, the apparent heir to the crown, and all the
branches of the royal family; that he would grant
wifdom to his majefty and his counfelluts, to ma,
in the prefent critical junéture of affairs; that he would
remove the unhappy mfunderftanding that prefently
tukes place between Great-Britain and her colonies,
and overule the prefent confutions for advancing the
imterefts of religion and true liberty ; that he would
haften the overthrow of Mahometan delufion, with the
final deftruion of Antichriit, and bring in the Jews
with the fulnefs of the Gentiles; that he would fpirit
up many to efpoufe the caufe of truth, and animate
the zeal of fuch as have already embarked in it; that
he would provide for the many dcfolate corners of his
vineyard, - and blefs the occafional waterings which
they reccive.

The prefbytery appoint, that Thurfday the 16th of
March 1975. be accordingly obftrved as a day of fo-
Jemn fafting, and humiliation, and prayer, in all the
congregatiom and vacant communitics under their in-
fpection 3 and that this their a& be duly intimated by
tm feveral minifters belonging to this prefbytery, and
by our probationers in the vacancies where they then
are, the 8abbath day immediately preceding; with
fuitable exhortations.

Extracted by

Wirriam Magssave, Phy Gk
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