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Patieg: ¢. 1. Sueton. in Vit. Auguft. 35. The adm_iniﬁra,tion of publiz
and private worfhip was regulated by public authority. 'The funétions
of the pontifex max1mus and his colleagues, which were continued
through all the changes of the roman government, Were of this kind.

Liv. 1. 2. The profperity of the nation was fuppofed to depend upon
the precife difcharge of it’s inftituted ri'tes. Cic. Orat. de Harufp.
Refpon. On the whole, the juft and evident conclufion is, that the
ecclefiaftical Jaws of Rome guarded the religion of the ftate by the
fovereft prohibition againft every kind of deviation from it’s ancient
ordinances. It wasnot the emperor and the proconful, but the ancient
and eftablifhed laws of the land, that were oppreflive and cruel to the
Jevoted and innocuous converts in that provinces In faét, Trajan
ordained no new ediét concerning them and agreeably to that lenity
which diftinguifhed his government in every part of his extenfive
empire, he forbad Pliny to receive anonymous informations, or
to moleft them by official profecutions. Benignity indeed was fo emi-
nently confpicuous among the more fplendid qualities of his princely
virtues, that it became an invariable cuftom during many fubfequent

add to the ufual votive acclamations on

centurics after his death, to
che acceflion of a new emperor, fis melior Trajano! Eutrop. vili. .
Mr. M., on account of his age, declines entering into any further
controverfy on this {ubject: and concludes with a happy application
of an ancient anecdote,
. 34. Poftfcript.—¢ Polemical writers are apt to carry.on the de-
bate with fo much petulant intemperance, that the queftion feems ul-
timately to be, which of the difputants fhall have the honcur of the
laft word, 'The author of the prefent defence difclaims all dmbition
of that kind; and no reply, from whatever kand it may come, fhall
induce him to advance a ftep farther in the controverfly. It was, in-
deed, with the utmoft regret that he was corffrained, by a very un-
rovoked attack, to enter into it} and ke could not but confider him-
2If, upon that occafion, as in circamftances in feveral refpects fimilar
to thofe of a certain veteran aftor of ancient Rome *, who having in
his declining years retired from the theatre, and being compelled by
Czfar, in the laft period of his days, to re-appear upon the ftage, ad-
drefled the audience in a fuitable prologue, which concludes with thefe
elegant and very appojite lines : ‘ ‘
Ut hedera ferpens vires arboreas necat,
Tta me wetnflas amplexu annorum enscat :
Sepulchii finilis nibil wifi nomen retineal

ARrT. X. The Age of Reafon, being an Imvefligation of True and Fabulous
Theolagy. By 'Thomas Paine, Secretary -for Yoreign Affairs to
Congrefs in the American War, and Author of the Works entitled
Common Senfe and Rights of Man, &c, '8vo. 117 pPages. Price
2s. 6d. Paris, Barrois. 1794 ’
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The piece is written without much regar
defence of natural religion,

With refpett to natural religion, Mr. P. makes this formal declara-
“th: ¢ I believe in one God, and no more : and I hope
for happinefs beyond this life. 1 believe the equality of man: and L
believe that religious duty confifts in doing juftice, loving mercy,. an

" endeavouring to make our fellow creatures happy.” And afterwards
p.116. ¢ 1 trouble not my {elf about the manner of future exiftence.
{ content myfelf with believing, even to poﬁtive conviétion, that the
power that gave me exiftence is able to continue it, in any form and
manuer he pleafes, either with or without this body ; and it appears
more probable to me that 1 fhall continue to exift hereafter, than that’
1 {heuld have had exiftence, as 1 now have, before that exiftence

began.’ : :
The only word of God which he acknowledges is the creation which

we behold.
P47 ¢ The creation fpeaketh an univerfal language, indepen-
dently of human {peech or human language, multiplied and various as

they be. It is an ever exifting original, which cvery man can read.

Tt cannot be forged ; it cannot be counterfeited ; 1t cannot be loft ; it can-
h ]

pot be altered; it cannot be fappreffed. It does not depend upon
the will of man whether it fhall be publiﬂxed or not; it publifhes itfelf
from one end of the carth to ihe other. It preaches toall nations and
10 all worlds ; and this aword of God reveals to man all that is neceiiary

- * for man to know of God.
¢ Do we want to contenplate his power ? We fee it in the immen-

fity of the creation. Do we want to contcmplate his wifdom? We fee

it in the unchangeable order by which the incomprehenfible whole 1s
>ovcmed. Do we want to contemplate his munificence? We fee it
in the abundance with which he fills the carth. Do we want to con-

slate his mercy ¢ We {ee it in his not withholding that abundance
o

temy
apkfal, In fine, do we want to know what God

even from the unth
is? Search not the book called the {fcripture, which any human hand

might make, but the feripture called the creation.’
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‘Wiz, P. goes on to maintain the neceffity of admitting a firlt intelli-
sent caufe of all things, and, in his energetic manner, to reprefent the.
feveral ways in which God has revealed himfelf to man, by giving him
2 power of difcovering the s mmaterial and eternal principles of {cience,
by exhibiting before him the magnificent ftracture of the univerfe, and
by teaching them from the example of his munificence to all, to Le
1ind to each other. The fupport which natural theology has derived
from aftronomical {cience is well reprc‘fented ; and the fublime potions
of deity which arife from contemplating the immenfity of fpace as
filled with {yfteras of ‘worlds, are exprefled in a familiar ftyle, very
well adapted to corrztl and enlarge the conceptions of the vulgar
concerning the perfections and providence of the fupreme Being. A
confiderable part of the tradt is filled with illuftrations of this fubjec,
of which no friend to religion will difapprove. : ‘

On the fubjeét of revelation Mr. P.’s arguments may be reduced to
the following heads. 1. Every nationial religion prerends toa divine
origin; every church profefles to have a revelation or word of God:
the only reafonable way of treating them, is to rejet them all.
2. Revelation is fomething commumcated immediately from God to
man. Such fupernatural communication may be made to one indivi-
dual, but when he tells it to a fecond or third, it is to them nota
revelation, but a hearfay, which they are not obliged to believe. 3. The
account of the birth of Jefus is fimilar to mhany ftories in the heathen
mythology. - C ) -

p. 10. ¢ Jefus Chrift wrote no account of himfelf, of his birth,
parentage, oOr any thing elfe. Not a line of what is called the New
"Feftament is of his writing. The hiftory of him is altogether the work
of other people; and as to the account given ot his refurreétion and
afcenfion, it was the neceffary counterpart to the ftory of his birth.
His hiftorians, having brought him into the world in a {fupernatural

- manner, were obliged to take him out again in the fame mamer, or

the firlt_part of the ftory muft have fallen to the ground.

"¢ The wretched contrivance with which this Iatter part is told, ex-
ceeds every thing that went before it.. The firtfk part, that of the mi-
raculous coriception, was not a thing that admitted of publicity ; and
therefore the tellers of this part of the ftory, had this advanta’ge,-‘that
though they might notbe credited, they could not be deteéted, They
could not be expeted to prove it, becaufe it was not .one of .thofe
things that admitted of proof, and it was impoflible that the perfon of
whorn it was told could prove it himfelf, :

¢ But the refurrection of a dead perfon from the grave, and his
afcenfion through the air, is a thing very different as to the evidence it
admits of, to the invifible conception of a child in the womb.¢ The
celurre@ion and afcenfion, fupppofing them to have taken, place, ad-
mitted of public and ocular demonttration, like that of the afcenfion
of ‘a balloon, or the fun at noon day, to all Jerufalém at leaft, A
thing which every body is required to-believe, requires that the proof

and evidence of it fhould be equal to all, and univerfal; and as the

public vifibility of this laft related a@ was the only evidence that could .
give fahtion to the former part; the whole of it falls to the ground, .
“becaufe that evidence never was given. Inftead of this, a {mall num-

ber of perfons, not more than eight or nine, are introduced as proxies
for the whole world, to fay, they faw i, and all the reft of the world
are called upon to believe it, But it appears that Thomas did not be-
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