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ilE follo~illg puges are an expunsion of a loe-
ture deli vered ut the Manchester Athenroum, 

and the author has to plead as his justificution 
for printing thmn, the wishes of SOlne of his au
dienee on that occasion. 

They treut of the subj oct stuted on the title
page; not of the justiee or wisdom of the pre
sent war, nor of the eonduet of any Ameriean 
party . 
. The argument is as nluch historieal as theoIo-

• 

gieal: and the question ,vhcther the Book, which 
• 

. Christelldom regards . us the ruIo of eonduct, is 
fuvourable to Slavery or to Frec Labour, to the 
degradation or to the indcpclldeneo and dignity 
of the labouring class, is intoresting to the statos
nUln and eeonomist as weU as to the divine. 

It will be remenlbered that we have no longer 
to dcal with the question between inlDlediate und 

• 

gradual enlancipation, as to which the greatest 
onemics of Slavery 1nay fairly ditfor; nor ,vith the 
oxeuses which nU1Y be lnade for those who have 
inherited a bad systenl not of their own ci'eating, 

, 

• 
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and whieh no reasonable Ulan would desiro to 
withhold. A eonlpletc change has of late taken 
pIaee in the sClltimonts and language of the 
. Southern States on the subjcet of Slavery. That 

• 

"rhich was regarded and spoken of by ashing-
ton and the statoslll0n of his tilhe as a trunsient 
evil, is now declared to be a perluanent good, 
and not only a. pertnanent good, but the best of '. 
all social institutiolls. ]\{r. Stephens, the Vicc
President of tho Slave States, avows that "the 
foundations of the ne,v GOVOl'Unlent are laid upon 
tho great truth, that Slavery, subordination to 
the superior race is the N egro's natural and 
nloral condition ; that it is the first Govern1l1ent 
in the history of the ,vorld based upon this great 
physieal, philosophical, and Dloral truth; and 
that the stone which was rejeeted by the first 
builders is in the ne,v edifiee beeorne the chief 

• 

stone of the cornor." Thosc ,vho hold and pro-
clainl sueh sentilllents as these ll1ay naturally 
proceed to still more extcllsi ve and startling 
doctrines affeeting the position of the labourol', 
without regard to the colour of his skin, in all 
the eountries of the world. 

ith regard to the part of the arglunent turn- . 
ing upon the Laws of Moses, l\{ichaelis has long 
since made us fanliliar with the faet that thcsc 

I 
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IJuws were not a new Code, but a revision of tho 
old custOlnary law of tho nation. But since his 
titne much light has been thrown upon this sub
ject by clninent 'vr~ters on t.he philosophy of his
tory and on the history of the Jews. 

l\funy of the points hero mentioned huv6 been 
-:/ 

nlent.ioned be~ol'e in various works; but tho au-
thor is not U\VUl'O that tho question has been 
placed as a whole exactly in the light in .which 
he ,vished and has here endeavoured to place it. 

In this discussion the authority of the Pentx. . 
touch is taken for granted on both sides. In 

• 

using, therefore, tho COUlmon language on the 
, 

subject, tho author is not presuming to pass any 
opinion upon th<? questions respecting the date 
and authorship of the Books which divide great 
Hebraists and theologians, and which, ho is per
fectly a,varo, can be decided only by free in
quiry, carried on by Ulon learned in tho subject, 
with absolute faith in tho God of Truth. 

• 

, 

• • , 

, 

• 

, 
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DOES THE BIBLE SANCTION AnIERIG.AN 

SLAVEHY p 

•• 

HEN a New World was peopled, strange things 
·····were sure to be seen. And strange things are 

, 

seen in America. Bv the side of the Great Salt Lake . 
~ 

is a community basing itself up on Polygamy. In the 
• 

Southern States is -a community basing itself upon 
Slave ry. Each of these communities confidently ap-

• 

peals to the Bible as its sanction; and each of them, 
in virtue of that warrant, declares its peculiar i!lstitu
tion to be universal and divine. The plea of the slave-. 
owner is accepted. Perhaps if the 1\lormonite were 
equally an object of political interest to a large party, . 
his plea might be accepted also a. . 

It is important in nlore ways than one to determine 
whether the slave-owner's plea is true. The character of 
the Bible is threatened; and so is the character of the 
English law and nation. TIte Times says that slavery 

• 

is only wrong as luxury is wrong, and that the Bible 
. 

Il No less ~ person than Luther \Vas in faet led, by bis irrational tre at· 
ment of the Bible, illto botb errors. He preaehed tbe doctrine that 
a slave bad no right to escape even from a heathen master, (see his 
Heer-Predigt 'lvider die Turken,) and he brought an eternal seandal 
on Protestantism by sanctioning tbe double marriage of the Elector 
of Hesse. . 

B 

• 

, 
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enjoins the slave at the present day to re turn to his 
master. Jf so, the law of England, which takes away 
the slave from his master directly his feet touch Eng
lish soil, is a robber's law. Jf so, the great Act of 
Emancipation, of which we speak so proudly, was a 
robber's act; for though a partial compensation for 

, their loss was granted to the West Indian slave-owners, 
• 

• 

they were forced to give up their slaves notoriously 
against their wille 

• 

• 

• 
I 

• 

• 

SECTION I. 

IT is true that the Old Testament distinctly re· 
cognises Slavery as a Hebrew instiJ;ution. It is also 
true that the New Testament speaks of Slavery in 

• 

severaI passages and does not condemn it. 
But before we draw the conclusion that Slavery is 

a divine institution established by God for all time, we 
must con sider what was the object of God's dealings 
with Man recorded in the Bible. 

Jf it was to put human society at once in a state 
of perfection, without further effort, political, social 
or intellectual, on the part of l\lan, the inference is 
irr~sistible that every institution enjoined in the Bible 
is part of aperfeet scheme, and that every institution 
mentioned in the Bible without condemnation will be 
lawful to the end of time . 

But if the object was to implant in man's heart 
• 

a principle, viz. the love of God and lIan, which 

• 

• 

• 
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• 

should mave him to work (God also working in him) 
for the improvement of his own state and that of his 

. fellows, and for the transforming of his and their life 
into the image of their ~:[aker; in this case, it will by 
no means follow that any social institution recognised 
in Scripture for the time being, or mentioned by it 

• 

without condemnation, is for ever good or lawful in 
the sight of God •. 

• 

And that this, not the other, was the real object is 
matter of hourly experience; for man labours till now 
to improve his state and that of his fellows; and his 
conscience, which is the voice of God, tells him that he 
does well. . 

To say that the Bible has nothing to do with politics 
or science, is a bad way of escaping from a d iffic ult Y of 
aur own creating. The Bible has much to do with 

• 

politics and science, and with everything that enters, 
• 

as all parts of aur social and intellectual state do enter, 
into the moral life of man. But it does not suddenly 

• 

reveal political and scientific truth without calling for 
• 

any effort on the part of man himself to attain thenl; 
because such a revelation, instead of promating, would 
have defeated the end for which, as the voice of aur 
fl'ee moral nature assures us, the world was made. It 
implants in man the principle which leads him to good 
action .of every kind. The love of God and ~:[an, 

moving to disinterested efforts for the good of t~e com
munity, is the source of all political improvement, at 
least of all that is real and lasting. And the same 
affection moves the high and self-devoted labours 
which have led to the discovery of scientific and 

• 

• 
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philosophic truth. And- thus in its onward pro gress 
human nature is by the very condition of that pro gress 
changed into the likeness of its Maker. 'Vhy God 
should cho08e gradual improvement rather than im
mediate perfection, tIlis is not the place to inquire. 

, 

That He do es 80, appears from the history not only 
, 

of the moral, but of the physical world. 
The Bible recognises Progres8. The New Testament 

says of the Old Testament that ~{oses gave the J ews 
certain things for the hardness of their hearts; not, of 
course, for their wickedness, to which God would not 
bend His law, but for theirrllde and unci vilized state. 
And not merely for their rudeness and want of civiliza
tion, but for the primitive narrowne8S of the circle of 
their affections: for it is only in the course of history, 
and with the increasing range of man's social vision, 
that his affection extends from the primæval family, to 
the tribe, from the tribe to the nation, and from the 

, 

nation to mankind. And as to the New Testanlent 
, 

itself, it breathes in every page boundless hope for the 
, , 

future, together with the charity which is the source of 
social effort, and with the faith which carries each man 
beyond the sensual objects of his own short life. And it 
closes with that splendid vision of the consummation of 
all Christian effort in the perfect reign of G od on 
earth, from which folly attempts to cast, like an astro
loger, the horosc'ope of nations; but which is in truth 
the last voice of Christianity, as it passes from the 

,hands of the Apostles and comnlits itself to the dark 
and dangerous tide of human affairs, breaking forth in 
the assurance of final victory. 
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The true spiritual life of the world commenced in 
• 

the Chosen People. He who denies this would seem 
to deny not a theory of Inspiration, but a great and 
manifest faet of history. But the' spiritual life com
menced under an earthly mould of nationallife similar 
in all respeets, politieal, social and literary, to those of 
other raees. The J ewish nation, in short, was a na
tion, not a miracle. Had it heen a miraele, it might 
have shewn forth the power of God, like the stars in 
heaven, but it would have been nothing to the rest of 
mankind, nor eould its spiritual life have helped to 
a waken theirs b. 

This commeneement of the spiritual life was marked 
by the appearance (l) of a Cosmogony which, unlike 

• 

those of heat-hen nations, gave a true aceount of the 
origin of the world and of ~fan, and a true aecount 

. , 
of the relations between }{an and his Creator; (2) of 
a series of histories written on a moral and religious 
principle, and still unri valled among historical writings 
for the steadiness with w hich this, the true key to 
his tory, is kept in view; (3) of a body of religioils 
literature, in the shape of hymns, reflections, preach
ings, apologues, whieh though not Christian, and there
fore not to be indiseriminately used by Christians, was· 
wholly unapproached among the heathen ; (4) of a Code 
of Laws the benen.eence of which is equally unapproached 
by auy code, and least of all by any Oriental code, not 
produeed under the influence of Christianity. 

This eode of laws takes the rude institutions of a 
primitive nation, including Slavery, as' they stand, 

b See the Author's work on llationalllelioionl p. 50 • 
• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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not changing society by miracle, which, as has been 
said before, seems to have been no part of the purposes 
of God. But while it takes these institutiollS as they 
stand, it does not perpetuate them, but reforms them, 
mitigates them, and lays on them restrictions tending 
to their gradual abolition. Much less does it introduce 
any barbarous institution or custom for the first time. 

To shew that this principle is not invented for the 
case of Slavery, we will try to verify it in some other 
cases first. It will be the more worth while to do this, 
because if the principle be sound, it may help to relieve 
the distress caused by doubts as to the morality of the 

• 

Old Testament on other po~nts as weU as on the ques-
tion now in issue. It may do this at a less expense 
than that of supposing the existence of two different 
Moralities, one for God, the other for Man, and thus 
making l\fan worshirr, what to his mind must be, an 

• • 

immoral God. 
In times before the reign of Law, justice was done on 

the murderer by the nearest kinsman of the murdered 
as Avenger of Blood. Such justice was a degree better 

• 

than no justice; and a custom which assigned the sacred 
duty ofrevenge to a particular person, instead of leaving 

• 

it to any chance hand, was the first step towards the 
appointment of aregular magistrate. This institution 
aeems to have been universal among primitive tribes . 

• 

A relic of it lingered in the law of this country till 
the reign of George Ill.; when Wager of Battle having 
been demanded. in a case of murder by the nearest of 
kin against the murderer, as a common law right, the 
demand was with difficulty evaded . 

• 
• 

.' 
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The law of Moses accordingly recognises the Avenger 
of Blood, (Numb. xxxv., &c.) 

But the custom was liable to great abuses, which 
were apt t.o make it a step backwards instead of for
wards in morality and civilization. (1.) The same re
venge was taken for blood however shed, whether wil
fully or accidentally, which confounded men's notion 

. of crime, and in fact multiplied murders. (2.) When 
covetousness overcame revenge, and the slain kins
man was not very dear, a sum of money (called by 
our German ancestors the wehrgeld) was taken for his 

-
blood instead of the blood of the slayer; and this prac-
tice g ew into a regular system, which destroyed the 
distinction between crime and civil injury, took away 
the sanctity of human life, the foundation-stone of 
civilization, and moreover sharpened barbarous divi
sions of class, ,since the price of a man's blood was as
sessed in the tariff according to his rank. (3.) Revenge 

• 

. became hereditary, and blood feuds arose between fa . y 
and family or clan and clan, which filled the world with 
slaughter. Such blood feuds were common in the High
lands while the old clans existed, and they are still 
common among the wild trj,bes of Syria and in other 
parts of the East. 

Now (1) the law of }foses expressly distinguishes 
wilful murder from accidental homicide, and confines 
the office of the Avenger of Blood to wilful ~urder. 
"And if he smite him with an instrument of iron, 
so that he die, he is a murderer: the murderer shall 
surely be put to death ..•. Or if he smite him with a hand 

• 

weapon of wood, wherewith he may die, and- he die, he 
• 

, 

, 
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• 

is a murderer: the murderer shall surely be put to death. 
The revenger of blood himself shall slay the murderer: 
when he meeteth him, he shall slay him. But if he 
thrust him of hatred, or hur! at him by laying of wait, 
that he die; or in enmity smite him with his hand, 
that he die: he that smote him shall surely be put to 
death; for he is a murderer: the revenger of blood 
shaU slay the murderer, when he meeteth him. But 
if he thrust him suddenly without enmity, or have east 
upon him anything without Iaying of wait, or with any 
stone, wherewith a man may die, seeing him not, and 

• 

east it upon him, that he die,. and was not his enemy, 
• 

neither sought his harm: then the congregation shall 
judge between the slayer and the revenger of blood ac
cording to these judgments: and the congregation shall 
deliver the slayer out of the hand 'of the revenger of 
blood, and· the congregation shall restore him to the 
city of his refuge, whither he was fled: and he shall 
abide in it unto the death of the high priest, which 
was anointed with the holy oil c.'~ (2.) The taking of 
money as a satisfaction for blood is strictly forbidden. 
" Ye shall take no satisfaction for the life of a murderer 

• 
• 

which is guilty of death: but he shall be surely put 
to death. And ye shall take no satisfaction for him 
that is Red to the city of his refuge, that he should 
come again to dwell in the land, until the death of the 

• 

priestd." . (3.) Hereditary blood feuds are forbidden 
with equal strictness e. "The fathers shall not be put 
to death for the children, neither shall the children be 

c Numb. xxx. 16 25. cl Ibid., v. 31, 32 •. 
e Deut. xxi v. 16. 

• , 
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• 

put to death for the fathers: every man shall be put 
to death for his own sin." 

By providing judges in all the tribes to do equal 
justice between man and man f, and by calling t~e 
congregation to judge between the slayer and the 
avenger of blood g, ~Ioses secures the speedy departure 
of the need of private revenge and the speedy advent . 
of a reign of public la w. 

The right of .Å8ylum is another primitive institution 
which is recognised by the Law of ~Ioses; and which 
was not without use in its day, as the history of the 
~1:iddle Ages, no less than that of the more ancient 
barbarism, can bear witness. It gave vengeance time 
for reBection, and in default of a magistrate armed 
with sufficient powers, helped to prevent society from 

. becoming a slaughter-house. But this institution also 
was liable to the grossest ab~ses. It sheltered the wil
ful murderer as well as him who had killed a man acci
dentally or in self-defence, and in the case of wilful 
murder led to a final defeat of justice. Being con
nected with holy places and the priests who kept them, 
it bred gross superstition. For the same reason, and 
because the asylum wås a source of power and profit to 

• 

the priests, asylums were multiplied till they gave im-
punity to crime. In the reign of Tiberius the Roman 
Government found it necessary to interfere with the 
growing license of setting up asylums in the. Greek 
cities of the Empire. "The temples . were filled with 
the vilest of the slaves; the same receptacles sheIt.ered 

c Dent. i. 16. g Numb. xxxv. 24. 

,. 

• 
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debtors from their creclitors and persons suspected of 
capital offences fI'om justice. And authority was un-

, 

able to resti''ain the fanatical violence of the people, who 
lJl'otec'ted the crinles of men as a part of the worship of 

• 

the Gods." 
• 

Here, to o, the l\Iosaic law abstains from abolishing 
the custom, which could not have been done without 
antedatillg the progress of society and taking man out 
of his own hands; but it guards against the abuse. 
The ei ties of l'efuge were not to he for the wilful 
DIUl'derer, but "that the slayer may flee thither which 
killeth any person at WUllt'aJ'C8 h," "These six ei ties 
shall be a l'efnge, both for the ehildrcn of Israel, and 
for the stranger, and for the sojourner among them: 
that every one that killeth any person UlUlware.l; lnay 
flee thither i." '1'he num ber of the places of refuge is 
strictly limited to six; and they are to be cities, not 
holy places to which any superstition could attach. 
Further to guard against such superstition, it is ex
pressly declared that the hollest of all holy places shaH 
not shelter the criminal. "But if a man come pre
sumptuously upon his neighbour, to slay him with 
guile; thou shalt take him from Mine altar, that he 
may die k." 

In other nations of antiquity, and in Europe during 
the JtIiddle Ages, the fugitive had to take up his abode 
for life in the asy lum or sanctuary; at least he could 

, 

never leave it with safety: and thus these places be-
came nests of crime, as the neighbourhoods of some of 
them, Westminster for installce, are at the present day. 

h Numb. xxxv. 11. i lb. 15 • Il Exod. xxi. 14. 

. -

• 

• 

• 
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The Hebrew Law guards against this by providing that 
the fugitive sha11 be required to remain in the city of 
refuge onIy till the death of the high priest, after which 
he !pay leave it with impunity. "If the slayer shall 
at any time come without the border of the city of his 
refuge, whither he was Hed; and the revenger of bIood 
find him without the borders of the city of his refuge, 

• 

and the revenger of blood kill the slayer; he shall not 

• 

be guilty of blood: because he should ha.ve remained in . 
• 

the city of his refuge until the death of the high priest: 
but after the death' of the high priest the slayer sha11 
return into the land of his possession l." 

Again, in Patriarchal times, the family being the State, 
and the on ly government being that of the father of the 
family, the father, as supreme ruler, had the power of 
life and dcath over his ehild. Among the Romans, 

• 

tenacious of all old institutions and full of the lust of 
dominion abroad and at home, this power, under the 
name of patria jJotc8tas, was retained long after the state 
of society by which alone it was justified had passed 
away. It remained a hideous and disgraceful relic of bar
barism amidst the meridian light of Roman jurispru
dence; and Erixon, a Roman knight,put his son to 

• 

death in the time of Seneca. The power extended 
over the wife as well as over the child. It was exer
cised by the Roman fatber arbitrarily and privately; 80 

• 

that till public feeling at last put it down, there. was no 
check on it whatever. 

N ow the law of 1\loses, coming at a time when a 
national government had not been completely formed, 

• l Numb. xxxv. 26 28 . 

• 

• 
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and the family had not yet been completely brought 
under the State, abstains from directly abolishing the 
father's power; but it places it under restrictions which . , 

amount as nearly 'as possible to abolition. "If a 'man 
have a stubborn and rebellious SOl1, which will not -obey 
the voice of his father or the voice of his nlOther, and 
that, when they have chastened him, will not hearken 
unto t.hpm: then shall his father and his mother lay 
hold on him, and bring him out unto the elders of his 
city and unto the gate of his place j and they shall suy 

unto the elders of his cit.y, This our son is stubborn 
and rebellious, he will not obey our voice; he is a 
glutton and a drunkard. And -all the men of his city 
shall stone him with stones, that he die: so shalt thou 

, 

put evil away from among you; and all Israel shall 
hoar and fear." 1-1ero, we sce, (1) the concurrence of 
the mother as well as of the father in the death of the 
child, (2) a definite charge~ and (3) a public proceeding 
before a solemn tribunal are required. It may safely 
be said that a power so limited would not be abused. 

, 

So, too, Polygamy prevailed in prinliti ve times: and 
in those times there might be a ground for it. 'Vhen 
there was no government or law to protect the weak, a 
woman was absolutely dependent on the protection of 
a husband or a SOD, and if she had remained unmarried . 
she would have been the helpless prey of violence and 
lust. Not only so, but, when the family ,was all in all, 
shc would have been a miserable outcast on -the face 

-

of the And, as usual, sentiment accommodated 
itself to the state of society: so that affection was not 
wounded, nor the dignity of woman degraded, by a 

, 

• 

• 
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double marriage. Leah and Rachel are, and would 
necessarily be, as unconscious of impurity and therefore 
in soul as pure" as two daughters of one father. It did 
not follow that men ;were never to rise from the Iower 
state of :society into the highor; or that a relapse 
into polygamy, now that woman needs no protection 
but that of the law, and has becoIno conscious of her 
duo position, would be anything but brutality and 

• crIme. 
The lIebrew lawgivor could not have forbiddon poly

gamy witlhJut changing tho state of society by a mi
racle, or breeding confusion, and doing a wrong in 

some cases to woman. Rut he does not pel'petuate or 
encourago it: ho rccognises it only to mitigate its 
evns. "lf a man have two 'wiyes, one beloved, and 
another hated, and they have born him children, both 
the belovecl and the hatnd; and if the firstborn son be 
hors tbat was hatod: then it shaH be, when he maketh 
his sons to inherit that which he hath, that he may not 
make the son of the beloved firstbom before the son of , 

the hated, which is indeod the firstborn; but he shaH 
acknowledge the son of the hated for the firstborn, by 
giving him a double port ion of all that he hath: for he 

• 

is the beginning of his strength; the right of the first-
, 

born is his m." 
Shall we say, t~en, with these things before us, 

that the Bible sanctions Private Revenge, the right 
• 

of Asy lum for criminals, the exercise of a power of 
• 

life and deatlJ", by parents over their children, or the 
practice of Polygamy; that it establishes these as 

m Deut. xxi. 15 17. . 
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divine institutions intended for all time; and enjoins 
the revival of them, where they have beon allowed to 
fall out of use, in civilizod and Christian lands? 

The ::l\Iosaic laws of \Var for the pre~ent day would 
be very inhuman: for that day, rlud compured with 
the practiees blazoned on the triumphul monuments of 
Assyrian aud Egyptian warriors, thoy were humane. 
" 'Vhen thou comest nigh unto a city to fight against 
it, then proclainl peace unto it. Aud it shall be, if it 
make thee answcr of peace and open unto thee, then 

-
it shall be, thut all the pcople that is found therein 

• 

shaH be tributaries unto thee, and they shall sen"e 
thce. And if it \Vill make no peace with theo, but will 
make \var against thee, then thou shalt besiege it; and 
when the Lord thy God hath delivered it luto thine 
hands, thou shult smite every male thereof' with the 
edge of the sword: but the women, and the little on es, 
end the cattle, and- all that is in the city, even all the 
spoil thereof, shalt thou take unto thyself; and thou 
shalt eat the spoil of thine eUeJuies, whieh the Lord 
thy God hath given theen.'~ That which is of ~Ioses 
and of God in this passage is the COlllmund to procluim 
peace to a city, and give its garrison theoption of 
saving their lives by becoming tributaries befare pro
ceeding to the usual extremities of Oriental \Var. The 
duty of giving . quarter to the garrison of a city takcll 

• 

by 8t01'1ll was not known to the group of primiti,e 
nations of which the Jews were ane; it was not known 
to the polished Athenian who massacred the inhabi
tants of }Ielos without mercy; it was not known to the 

DDeut. xx. 10. 

• 
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combatunts in the Thirty Yeurs' ,Var; it Fas hardly 

, 

known to Cromwell; but it is known now. 
The Greek, when he invaded a· country, not only 

wasted the harvests of the year, but cut .down the 
fruit-trees, which were the permanent wealth of the
land. It was a com mon threat to an enemy, that "his 
cicadas should chirp up on the ground." The precept 
of 1\10se8 is, ",Vhen thou shalt besiege a city a long 
time, in making war against it to take it, thon sllalt 
not destroy the trces thereof by forcing an axe against 
them; for thou mayest eat of them, and thon shalt not 
'cut them down (for the tree of the field is man's life) to 
employ them in the siage: only the trces which thou 

, 

knowest that they be not trecs for ment, thou shalt, 
destroy and cut them down; and thou shalt build bul-

• • 

warks against the city that måketh Wll:r with thee, 
until it be subdned." 

---,' 

The heroes of Homer drag at once to their bed the 
unhappy woman whosc city has be en stormed, and 
whose kinsmen have been slaughtercd before her eyes; -" " 
and the female captives of Achilles dare not let their 
tears flow except under cover of n feigned mourning 
for Patroclus. Nor did the captive retain any personal 
rights: she was just as the rest of the booty, and be-
came the absolute slave of the victor's IlL'3t. But the 
Hebrew law (Deut,'xxi. 10,) says, "When thou goest 
forth to war against thine enemies, and the Lord thy 
God hath delivered them into thine hands, and thou 
hast taken them captive, and seest among the captives 
a beautiful woman, and hast a desire unto her, that 
thou wouldest have her to thy wife; then thou shalt 

• 

, 
, 

, 
-. 



• 

f , , 
• , 

l' 
I 

I 
I 

, 

, 

, , 

16 DOES THE BIBLE SANCTION 
, 

bring her home to thine house; and she shall shave 
her head, and pal\! her nails; and she shall put the 
raiInent of her captivity from off her, and shall remain 
in thine house, and bewail her father and her mother -
a full month: and after that thou shalt go in unto her, 

. anclrro hor husband, and she shall he thy wife. And 

sl:~ et her go whither she will; but t.houshalt not 
.. .... , 

.1'" soll hor at all for money, thou shalt not make mer-
chnndiso of her, because thou hast humbled her." 

• 

"'Vill this passage of Seripture be quoted as permitting 
the eaptors of cities in modern t.imes to force the cap
tUl'ed WOllen to bccomo'Their concuhines ? 

And so as to war generally. 'Var \Vas the universal 
state of nations in early times; and the strong though 
coarse.foundations of human character were la id in the 
qualities of the warrior. The Jews were always sur
rounded and always threatened by \Var. Therefore to 
fight ,raliantly for his country and his Temple was part 
not only of the civil duty but of the moral training of 
a Jew, and to be with the people in the hour of battle 
and exhort thenl to beha ve bravcly was part of the 
office of the priest, and consistent with the character of 
his calling. "'Vhen thou goest out to battle against· 
thine enemies, and seest hors es and chariots and a 
people more than thou" be not afraid of them: for the 
Lord thy God is with thee whieh brought thee up out 
of the land of Egypt. And it shall be, when ye are 
come nigh unto the battle, that the priest shall ap
proach and speak unto the people, and' 8ho.11 say unto 
thelll" Hear, O Israel" ye approach this day nnto battle 

• 
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against your enemies: let not your heart~faint, fear 
o 

not and do not tremble, neither be ye o because 
(/ 

of them; for the I .. ord your God is He thatogoeth with 
you, to fight for you against your enemies to save you." 

On the other hand, there is no exaltation of war 
above other callings, or of the military eharaeter above 
all other characters, sueh as wc find in Greeee, at Rome, 

o 

o 

and in t.he other heuthell nations. There is none of 
that false estimata of moral qualities whieh produced 
the institutions of Spurta, and whieh partly leads Plato, 
in his ideal Republie, to propose that woman shall be 
trained to take part equally with man in the work of 
war. Thore are no provisions for triumphs Ol' other 

o militury rewurds; no incentiv es to military o ambltion ; 
norules for military education. No heaven is opened, 
as in the Koran, to those who fight bravely for the 
tnle Gqd. " Peace in all your borders" is the blessing, 
though war is not a crime. And milital'Y pride, in-

o 

o stead of being nursed, is rebuked by the words of the 
passage last quoted, which bids the Israelite put his 
trust, in the hour of battle, not in his own might, but 
in t.he presence of the I .. ord his God, o 

Not only so, but wars of conquest are made alm ost 
impossible by the law forbidding o forced o service, the 
meuns by which the great °Ul'mies of the East are raised. 
This law follows imnlediately upon the passage last 
quoted. "Ånd the officers shall speak unto the people; 
saying, What mun is there that hath built a new house, 
and hath not dedieated it? let him go and return to 
his house, lest he die in the battle, and another o man 
dedieate it. And what man is he that hath planted 

o 

c o 
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a vineyard, and hath not yet eaten of it? let him also 
• 

go and return unto his house, lest he die in the battle, 
and another man eat of it. And what man is there 
that hath betrothed a wire, and hath not taken her? 
let him go and return unto his house, lest he die in the 
battle, and another man take her. And the officers 

• 

sha11 speak further unto the people, and they sha11 say, 
What man is there that is fearful and fainthearted? 

.. 

let him go and return unto his house, lest his brethren's 
heart faint as weU as his heart. And it 8haH be, when 
the officers have made an end of speaking unto the 
people, that they 8haH make captains of the armies to 
le ad the people 0." Pythius, a wealthy Phrygian, hav
ing gained the favonr of Xerxes by the offer of a vast 
contribution towards the expenso of the expedition 
against Greece, ventured to prefer a prayer to the 
great King. llis five sons were all abont to serve in 
the invading army; his prayer was that the eldest of 
themmight be left behind as a stay to his own de
elining years, and that the service of the remaining 
four might be held sufficient. The King immediately 
ordered the eldest son of Pythius to be put to death; 
1.1is body to be cut in two, and one half to be n.xed on 
-the right hand, the other on the left, on the ro ad on 
which the army was to pass p.-' 

. We see also that "the captains of the armies to le ad 
the people" are not to be made till the people are 
actually in the fleld; so that there would be no military 
easte or profession always burning to go to war . 

• 

The God of, the Hebrews, then, is not character-

o Dl:ut. xx. 5 ·9. p Herod., ii. 210; Grote, vol. v. p. 35. 

• 
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istieally " a God of Battles." 
of the other nations He is a 

Compared with the Gods 
God of Peace. Yet He' 

has beon takon for a God of Battles, as woll as for 
, 

n. God of Slavery, and Ilis name has been invoked in 
unjust and fanatieal wars. 

To turn to polities. ~lonarehy of the Eastern sort 
is a barbarous form of government. ~Ioses does not 
wish the J ews to adopt it: he wishes them to remain 
con tent with thoir free loeal government, the gre at - , 

men who would be raised up to them in time of need, 
their religious unit y as a nation, and the monarchy of 
God. But all the nations around had kings, in w hose 
hands the national strcngth was gathered for the 
purposes of war: and the people of ~Ioses had known 
no political aspirations not to he abandon ed without 
treason to their nobler. nature; thoy had inherited no 
birthright of ordered freedom, the fruit of political 
effort through the past generations; not to be betrayed 
without treason to the future. There was nothing 
immoral in the institution, though it was "hetter to 
remain without it. Therefore the lawgiver reeognises 
it as one which might be,~and was likely to be, adopted, 
and sets himself to guard against the evils which 
waited on monarchy in other Eastern nations. "vVhen 

" thou art come unto the land which the Lord thy 
God giveth thee, and shalt possess it, and shalt dwell 
therein, and shaIt say, I will set a king over me, 
like as all the nations that are about me; thou shalt 

-
in any wise set him king over thee, whom the Lord 
thy God shall choose: one from among thy brethren 
shalt thou set king over thee": thou mayest not set 

• 

" 

" 

" 
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a stranger over thee, whieh is not thy brother. But 
he sha11 not multiply horse~,---to himself,' nor eause the 

• 

people to return to Egypt, to the end that he should 
multiply horses : forasmueh as the Lord hath said unto 
you, Ye sha11 helleeforth return no more that way. 
N either sha11 he multiply wives to himself, that his 
heart turn not away: neither sha11 he greatly multiply 
to himself silvel' and gold. And it sha11 be, when he 
sitteth upon the tbrone of his kingdom, that he sha11 
write him a copy of this law in a book out of that 
whieh is before the priests the Levites: and it shall 
be with him, ancl he sha11 re ad therein all the days of 
his lifc: that he may learn to fear the Lord his God, 
to keep all the words of this law and these statutes, to 

brethren, and that he turn not aside from the com
mandment, to the right hand, or to the left: to the 

• 

end that he may prolong his days in his kingdom, he, 
and his children, in the lnid~t of Israel q." The king 
of Israel i,s to reign by the will of God and the choice 
of the peo'plc, not like a king of the ~Iedes and POl'sians ' 
by the right of his birth .and the sacredness of his line: 
he is to be, not a human God like the monarchs on 
Egyptian and Assyrian monuments, but a luan among 
his brethren, and his heart is not to be lifted up above 
them: . unlike the neighbouring despots, he is to be be
neath the law, whieh he is to study and keep, and upon 
his keeping which the eontinuance of his reign is to 
depend. Let this picture of a king be compared with 

• 

the Oriental despoti sm of N ebuehadnezzar and Cam-

q Deut. xvii. 14 20 . 
• 

, 

, 

• 
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byses, or even with that more artificial tyranny of the 
Roman Emperors which has formed a model for the 
present government of France. l\for~over, the king of 

• • 

Israel is not to debase himself by the lusts of the 
harem; nor to tax his people in order to lay up a great 
treasure ; and he is strictly forbidden to multiply hOl'ses 
and chariots, which were the great instruments of 

• 

aggressi ve war, the game of kings and the scourge of 
• natIOns. 

Now suppose the President of the Southern States 
were to make himself a king, with. the powers of an 
Eastern monarch, could he with justiee plead the 

• 

people to submit to it as a divine and universal in-
stitution ? 

"\Ve might apply the principle to things nearer the 
• 

sanctuary. It was the eustom of all primitive nations 
• 

to set apart certain families or a certain tribe for re .. 
ligious functions; without which, before letters, or 
before the general use of them, there could scarcely 
be any certainty or stability of religion. The priest 
caste of Egypt, the Brachmans, the Chaldees, the 
hereditary guilds which kept up th,e worship of certain 

• 

Gods in ancient Greece and Italy, Wf:re )nstances of the 
, 
• 

kind. But this separation had a tendency to produee 
• 

caste· with all its hateful and pestilential incidents. 
Probably there is nothing more depraved or odious 
in the whole range of human aberrations than the 
relations between the Brachmans and the Sudras as 
set forth in the Hindoo laws. 

. . 

The IIebrew lawgiver sets apart the tribe of Levi to 
• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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kcep up the religion and ritual of the nation: but in 
the very act of setting it apart ho takes care that it 

• 

shall not be a cnste. "And the Lord spake unto 
l\Ioses, saying, Take the Levitos fronl among the chil
dren of Israel, and clennse theIll. And thus shalt thou 
do unto them, to cleanse thcm: Sprinkle water of puri
fying upon thcm, and let them shnve all theil" flesh, 
nnd let them wnsh their clothes, and so mnke them
sd'\"cs elean. Then let thmu take a young bullock 
with his meat offering, even fi\le Hour minglcd with 
oil, and another young bullock shalt thou take for 

• 

a sin offering. Aud thoushalt bring the J,.jcvites 
before the tabernacle of the congregntion: and tllOU 

slwlt {/atlU'1' tllc u'holc a~r:;8('JJlblll ol flll' cllildl'('11 of IS1'ad 
fogdhfl': and thou shalt bring the' Levites before the 
Lord: and the cllildl'cn qf Isracl slwll jJllt tllrir hal/ds 
11POll tlll' Lerifes: and Aaron shaH offer the Levites 
before the Lord lo1' an qtfcJ'ing qf flw eldldrell qf L~l'ael, 

~ t.hat they may execute the service of the TJord r." 
• 

Thus the sacred tribe is ordnined to its office by the lay-
ing on of the hands of the whole people. Nor is there 
auy restriction of religious knowledge and teaching to 

• 

the Levite, as there is to the ·Brachmans and other 
priestly custes. The performance of the ritual alone 
is confined to t.he hereditary priesthood: the spiritual 
life of the nation is left free, and it finds its organs in 

• 

the prophet and the psalmist, not in the priest. 
Yet an argument has been sought in the ordinances 

of the Old Law concerning the Levites for the establish
ment in the Church of Christ of a priestly Order, self-

• 

r N umb. viii. 5 11 • 



• 

, 

AMERICAN SLAVERY ? 
. • 7 "p . 

ordailled, nnd invested not ollly with the exclusive 
right of pel-forlllillg public worship, but with the sole 
custody of religious truth. 

So with regard to the' nature of the J ewish worship. 
All the nations worshipped God by sacrifice and through 
outward forms till the luind of man had been raised 
high enough to worship in spirit and in truth. The 
Hebrew lawgivcr did not originate sncrificiall'ites; but 
he elcvated and purified them, and guardcd them against 
the most horrible aberrations as to the no.ture of God 

• 

and the Inode of winning His favoul' and avertil1g His 
wrath; as all who know the history of heathen sacrifices, 
Eastern Ol' ,y cstern, must perceive. 'l'he scape -goat 
has been and is a subject of much mockery to philoso
phers. Moses did not introduce that symbolic wayof 

• 

relieving the souls of a people from the burden of sin 
and assuring them of the mercy of God: but he took 
cure thnt thc scape-goat should be a goat, and not, as at 
polished Athens and civilized ROlue, a man. 

The religious system of the J ews was primitive, and 
• 

therefore gross compared with Christian worship. It 
was spiritual compared with the l'eligious system of the 
most refincd and culti vated heathen nations. N ever-

, 

theless, to those who did not consider it in this com-
parative point of view, or with reference to the time of 

• 

its institution, it has supplied arguments for intro-
ducing unspiritual forms, and somethillg resembling 
sacrifice, into Christian worship. 

It has been said by enemies of the Bible, with some 
exaggeration, but also unfortunately with SOlne truth, 
that modern fanatics "feed their pride on the language 

• 

• 

• 
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of the Chosen people." This is another case of the 
same kind. In ancient times, before H umanity was 
one, each nation '\las the "Chosen· people" of a God 
of its own: but the Hebrew nation was the Chosen 
people of the true God. And as the Chosen people 
of the true God, the Jews were taught, cOlupared 
with other nations, not national pride but national 

• 

humility. They were taught., not that they had 
sprung of a di vine se ed and won their land by their 
own might and valour, but that "a Syriall ready to 
perish was their father j" that they had been bonds
men in the land of Egypt; and that they had been 
brought out of their bondage, not by their own arIn 
but by the arm of their God, to 'Vhom they owed their 
land and all they had. "And now, Israel, what doth 
the Lord thy God require of thee, but to feat' the Lord 
thy God, to walk in all His '\lays, and to love I-lim, and 
to serve the Lord thy God with all thy heart and with 
all thy soul, to keep the commandments of the Lord, 
and Ilis statutes, w4ich I command thee this day for 
thy good? Behold, the heaven and the heaven of 
heavens is the Lord's thy God, the earth also, with all 
that therein is. Only the Lord had a delight in thy 
fathers to love them, and He chose their seed after 

• 

them, even you above all people, as it is this day. 
Circumcise therefore the foreskin of your heart, and 
be no more stiff-necked. For the Lord your God is 
God of gods, and Lord of lords, a great God, a mighty, 

" and a terrible, which regardeth not persons, nor taketh 
reward: He doth execute the judgment of the father
less and widow, and lc:veth the stranger, in giving him 

, 

• 

" 

", 

• 

" 
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food and raiment. Love ye therefore the stranger: for 
• 

ye were strangers in the land of ,Egypt. Thou shalt 
fear the Lord thy God; Him shalt thou serve, and to 

• 

IIin1 shalt thou cleave, and swear by His Name. lie is 
thy praise, and He is thy God, that hath done for thee 
these grcat und terrible things, which thine eyes have 
seen. Thy fathers went down into Egypt with three 

• • 

score and ten persons; and now the Lord. "thy God hath 
made thee as the stars of heaven for multitude S." 

• 

. This, though the language of a "Chosen People," is, 
compared with the self-praise of the Gl'eeks and Ro
mans, far. from being the languuge of national pride. 

. . 

Yet there are some expressions in the passnge which 
: could not be used without fanaticism, by any nation or 
community, now that we know the l'elation in which 
all D1cn alike stand to God, and to each other. 

Finally, to ascend to the highest sphere of all, the 
• 

IIebrews had, like other ullcient nations, a national 
• 

Deity, whose nume was Jehovah. The national Dcity 
• 

of the Hebrews, unlike those of other nations, was 
God indeed. All His attributes were those of the true 

• 

God, though but partially revealecl: atid His worship 
has consequently passed into the worship of the Uni
versal Father without break or incollgruity, as the light 
of dawn brightens and broadens into the light of duy. 
But it is as God the universal Father of all that He 
is worshipped by Christians, not as Jehovah the Deity 
of the Hebrew nation. 

I Deut. x. 12 22. • 

• 

• 
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SECTION Il. 

HAVING thus seen the relation of the Old Testament 
, 

to primitive institutiollS, customs, and ideas generally, 
we come to the particular case of Slavery. 

Slavcryo is found existing in all barbarous nations, 
from the Chinese to the ancient Germa.ns. Civilized 
nations have gradually emerged frOlll it. Russia, thc 
last born of civilization, has just emancipated her serfs. 
\Vithin the pale of Christendom, the institution now 

• 

remains ollly in the Slave-owlling communities of 
America, and in the dependencies of Spuin. And in 

o 

these countl'ies it is found in connection with a certain 
kind of agriculture, which is supposed to rcquire negro 
labourers working in large gangs. In the Dutch de-

o 

pendency of Java it exists in a qualified form, and the 
party of humanity in Holland is now deman~ng its 
abolition. o . o 

The authors of the Declarution. of Independence, on 
which the American COllstitution, for the Slave as 
weli us for the :Free States, is founded, say, "W e hold 
these truths to be self-evident; that all men are created 
equal; that they are endowed by their Creator with 
certain in alienable rights; that aillong these are life, 
liberty, and the pursuit of 4appiness; and that to 
secure these rights, governments are instituted among 
men, deriving their just powers from the consent of 
the governed. " Supposing the negro to' be a man, the 

• 

Slave-owners who have set their hands to these senti-
• 

-

• 
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ments have pronouneed the doom of their own insti. 
tution and saved ita adversaries further trouble. But 
it must in fairness to them be owned thnt they have 
set their hands to too mueh. It ean seareely be held 
that liberty, politieal or personal, is the inaliennble 
right of every human being. Children possess neither 
politieal nor personal liberty, till they arrive at what 
the law, a law whieh they had 'no share in making: 
pronounees to be years of discretion. Women ha.ve no 
politieal liberties, and married WOlnen have personal 
libcrties only of a very qualified kind. Underdcspotie 
governrnents, the immorality of whieh ean searcely be 
held to be in all eases self-evident, no one has politieal 

" 
libert.y. Even under eonstitutionål governments where 
the suffråge is limited, as it is to SOfie extent in most 
of those which are commollly ealled free eountries, the 
unenfranehised ,elasses are as destitute of political 
liberty as the subjects of a despotism. The politieal 
power whieh commands thcir obedicnee is vpsted, it· is 
true, in a greater Dumher of hands, and is on that 
aceount,more controlled by the influenee of opinion, 
and less~liable to gross abuse j but it eommands their 
obedienee as absolutely and as irrespeetively of their 
own CODsent, as though it were that of Il ,despotie 

, 

Prince. The equality between man and man on whieh 
tllis indefeasible claim to politieal and personal liberty 
is founded, is in truth rather a metaphysieal notion 
than a faet. Not only children and the weaker sex, 
but the great mass of men, are so eonstituted by nature, 
or so eireu mstanced, as to be inevitably dependent 
upon othe1's; and to say that they have an equal right 

, 
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• 

to independellce with those on whom theyare nec es
sarily dependent, would be an abuse, or at lea st a very 

• 

barren use, of words. That to which every moral being 
has an indefeasible right, besides life, is the "pursuit 
of happiness." In other words, he has a right to have 
his moral interests considered and respected, and not 
to be treated as a l)eing having no moral interests 
of his pwn, a mere "living tool," as the slave is called 
by Aristotle, or a "chattel perso~al," as he is called by 
the American law. Every moral being has a right, in 
other words, to be treated by the community as a per
son, and not as a thing. And in every state of society 
whieh is sound,' however primitive it may be, and how
ever l'elnote li'om' our advanced ideas of politieal and 
personal libel'ty, these eonditions of respecting the 
moral intercsts of eaeh rncmber, and of treating eaeh 
nlember as a person, not as a thing, are fulfilled. One 
man may be dependent upon another to any extent, in 
certain circumstances he may be absolutely dependent, 
without prejudice to, the moral-ityof the relations be
tween them. But rnorality is at once violated when 
the interest of one man is sacrificed to that of another, 

• 
> 

and: a state of things then commenees noxious to the 
,moral being of both parties, and more noxious to the 
moral being of hiru who eommits, than to that of him 
who endures the wrong. Judge ;R';Iffin of North Ca'ro
lina, in giving judgment on the extent of the master's 
dominion over the slave in that count.ry, said, "The 
question before the Court has indeed been assimilated 
at the bar to the other domestic relations; and argu
ments drawn from the well.established principles which 

• 

• 
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confer and restrain the authority of the parent o"\er 
• 

the child, the tutor over the pupil, the master over the , 

appl'entice, have been pressed on us. The Court' docs 
1 

not recognise their application. There is no likeness 
between the cases. They are in opposition to each 
other, and there' is an impassahle gulf between theni. 

. , 

The difference is that whieh exists between freedom 
and slavery, and a greater cannot be imagined. In 
the one, the end in view is the happiness of the youth, 
born to cqual rights with that governor, on whom the 
duty devolvcs of training the young to usefulness in 
astation which he is afterwards to assume among 
freemen. To such an end, and with such a subject, 
moral and intellectual instruction seem the natural 
menns; and for the most part they are found to suffice. 
:Moderate force is superadded, only to make the other8 
effeetual. If that fail, it is better to leave the party to 
his own headstrong passions, and the ultimate correc- , 
tion of the law, than to allow it to be immoderately in
fiictcd by a private person. 'Vith slavery it is far 

, 

otherwise. The end is the profit of the master, his 
security, and the public safety; the subject, one dOOlued 
in his own person and his posterity to live without 
knowledge, and without the capacity to make anything 
his own, and to toil that another may reap the fruits. 
1Vhat moral considerations shall be addressed to sneh 

, 
• 

a being, to convince him what it is impossible but that 
the most stupid: must feel and know can never be true, 
-that he is thus to labour upon a principle' of natural 
duty, or for the sake of his own personal happiness. 
Sueh services can onIy be expected from one who has 

• 
• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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• 

no will of his own, who surrenders his will in implicit 
obedience to that of another." , . -

The l'elation thus judicially described is an immoral 
reI at-ion, because it sacrifices not merely the personal 
or political liberties, but the moral interests of one 
party to the other. It is arelation, therefore, which 
could never exist in any state of society, however rude, 
whi~11 was founded on morality; nor be sanctioned 

• 

under any dispensation renlly emanating from the 
Author of our moral nature. nut a relation of the 

• 

• 

lnost complete dependence may be perfectly moral. 
N othing is more moral than the relation between a 
mother and her infa-nt child. 

Let us observe also that the relation described by 
the words of J udg-e Ruffin is perfectly definite and 

• 

distinct. It is that of a slave, not that of a servant 
bound for a term of years or for life, or even of a 
heredibtry bondman who retains any personal rights 
and is not wholly devoted to the profit and pleasure 
of his master. l,here can be no pretence for refining 
it away into a ' certain condition of the labourer, acci
dentally denoted by a name deri ved from the hatred 

• 

felt by other nations for the Sclavonic race.' We may 
be permitted to add, that this definite relation is 
marked by definite characteristics, in regard to the 
treatment of women, of fathers and of husbands .. which 

• 

are weU known to the whole civilized world. 
On approaching the question from the side of the 

Old Testament, we are met by an assertion which, 
if it be true, sweeps thefield of controversy at once. 
It is said that we are bound to keep the negro race 

• 
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in bondage for ever in order to fulfil the inspired 
prophecy of Noah, "Cursed be Canaan; a servant of 
servants shall he be unto his brethren .... Blessed be 
the Lord God of Shem; and Canaan shall be his ser
vant. God shall enlarge J apheth, and he shall dwell 
in the tents of Shem; and Canaan shall be his ser-

---.--- .~-. ---
"\"ant." So scrupulous is the revereiice -or-the Slave-
owners for Scripture, 80 great is their zeal for God's 

-------._- --

honour, that upon a merely conjectural interpretation 
of a passage ill the most obscure and difficult part of 
the Bible, they feel bound to condenln to hopeless 
slavery on their plantations a whole race of mankind 
who, in common with the other races, have been re-

, 

deemed by Christ., ' 

To all arguments of this kind there is, in the first 
place, a very simple answer, which has already been 
given, in effect, to those who thought it their duty as 

, 

Christians to fulfil inspired prophecy by denying civil 
rights to the Jews. }fan is not charged with the ful
filment of inspired prophecy, which, whatever he may 
do, will certainly fulfil itself; but he is charged with 
the performance of his duty to his neighbour. It is 
not incumbent upon him to preserve Divine Foreknow
ledge from disappointment, but it is incumbent upon 
him to preserve his own soul from injustice, cruelty, 
and lust. If the prophecy had meant that the negroes 
should always be slaves, it would have been defeated 
already, for a great part of the negroes in Africa 
have ne'Ver become slaves, and those in the English 
and French colonies, besides a good many in America 
itself, have ceased to be so.' ' 

, 

, 

, 

<' 
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In the sec ond place, those who found slavery on 
a doom pronounced against the negro race must say' 
no more about the recognition of their institution by 
the law of Moses or by the New Testament .. for the 

. sla very recognised by the la w of ]\foses and the New 
Testament was not that of negroes, but of other races. 

l. 

• 

II 

But the truth is, that the words pf N oah, to w homso-
, 

ever they iDay apply, are no propl!-.,) y, but only a cUrse, 
couched in the language of Oriental malediction; and 
all curses have been taken away by Ohrist. This curse 
was taken away even before Christ, when Abraham 
was told that "in his seed all the nations of the earth 

, 

should be blessed." " 

To come, ,then, 'to that which is more to the pur
pose. The latest researches of his.torical philosophy 
seem to lead us back to the simplest and most natural 
theory of the origin of society, and to shew us that 

• 

the political systems which now fi11 the world, with all 
their grandeur and complexity, once lay enfold ed in 
the Patriarch's tent. So that in the- Patriarchal chief 
of an Arabian tribe we still see the father of Empires 
and Republics t. ' 

vVhile society was in the Patriarchal state, each 
family or tribe being independent of the rest, there 

, was of course no general government. The only go
vernment was the family despotism, which, as we have 
already had occasion to observe, was prolonged among . 

• 

the Romans, through hatred of change and love of 
, 

power, into a much later st age of civilization. The 
onIy law for every member of the family was the 

t See l\Iaine's Allcieut Law, ch. v . 
• 

• 

, 
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father's will, which is now merged, for all children 
who have come to manhood, in the lawof the State: 
Ilis lips pronounced the blessing and the curse, w hieh 
can now be pronounced without absurdity only by the 
moral judgrnent of society at large. Such a despotism 
was in faet necessary to the existence of each of these 
primitive communities. Had it been bound together by 
any looser bond, it would ,have perished in the perpetual 

• 

eontest with its eompetitors for the hunting-ground, 
the pasture, and the springs of water, or have been 
swallowed up by the wilderness, amidst the terrors, 
and dangers of which these little gerills of social exist
ence lnust have hung between life and death. 

It is on this state of society, but at a late period of 
it, that the history of the Hebrews opens. The ori
ginal family has broadened in to a tribe or elan by 
taking into it members not of its own blood; the 

• 

wreck, perhaps, of other families which had perished 
in the primæval struggle for existenee. These new 
members are servants to the head of the tribe, on 

• 

whose protection, their lives must depend. Nations 
with re gular governments, and distinetions of class, 
have been formed in the countries on the edge of 
w hieh Abraham and his tribe wander. In these na
tions slavery exists .. Its first source probably was war; 
a further supply being obtained, when the value of the 
slave to the indolent warrior was felt, by piracy and , 
kidnapping. rrhe traffie in men, whieh is the strongest 

~ evidence of the existence of Slavery in the true sense 
. -

,. of the term, has commeneed. Abraham himself" from 
his commerce with slave-owning nations, has servants 

D 

• 

• 
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" bought with his money," as weU as servants "barn 
in his house." 

But the bondage of Abraham's servants, whether 
barn in his "house or boug'h~ with his money, can 
scarcely be called slavery. It is domestie, not merely 
in the modern, but in the patriarchal sense of the term. 
I 

In the lonelyencampment the head of the tribe must 
• • 

live t=>ntirely with his servants. He has no other com;' 
panions or friends. He is not a member of a class of 
freemen, nor are they merp,bers of a class of slaves: 

, 
no feeling of contempt thereforo can arise in his mind, 
nor of degradation in theirs. He and his children 

• 

work as they do. Jacob seethes the pottage while 
Esau seeks food by hunting, and the patriarch feels'it 

, 

no disgrace to serve Laban as a common herdsman . 
. The son is a bondman as weU as the servant. Under 
the family despotism of the Romans he could obtain 
his liberty only by thrice going through the form of 
being sold by his father as a slave; and then he ceased 
to be, in the fullest sense, a member of the family. 
The eldest son. alone was distinguished above the rest 
of those "in the father's hand," by having the birth-

-
right and being the destined head of the tribe in his 
turn. And if there was no son, a bondman. took the 
inheritance. "And Abram said, Lord God, what wilt 
Thou give me, seeing I ga childless, and the steward 
of my house is this Eliezer of Damaseus ? And Abram 

• 

said, Behold, to me Thou hast given no seed: and, lo, 
one born in my house is mine heir u." 

When the family rite of circumeision, the pledge of 

u Gen. xv. 2~ 3. 

, .. 
I 
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religious unit y, is performed, all the bondmen, whether 
born in the house or bought with money, are circum
cised. " And Abraham took Ishmael his son, and all 
that were bornin his house, and all that were bought 
with his money, every male among the men of Abra
ham's house; and circumcised the Hesh of their fore
skin in the selfsame day, as God had, said unto him x." 

, 

" He that is born in thy house, and he that is bought 
with thy money, must needs. be circumcised: and My 
covenant shall be in your Hash for an everlasting 

• 

covenant." 
Here is the picture of Patriarchal Bondage: "And 

Abraham was old, and well stricken in age: and 
the Lord had blessed Abraham in all things. And 
Abraham said nnto his eldest servant of his house, 
that ruled over' all that he had, Put, I pray thee, thy 
hand under my thigh: and I will make thee swear by 
the Lord, the God of heaven, and the God of the earth, 
that thou shalt not take a wife unto my son of the 
daughters of the Canaanites, among whom I d well: but 
thou shalt go unto my country, and to my kindred, 
and take a wife unto my son Isaac ..... And the ser
vant took ten 'camels of the camels of his master, and 
departed; for all the goods of his master were in his 
hand: and he arose, and went to 1\iesopotamia, unto 
the city 'of N ahor. And he made his camels to kneel 
down without the city by a well of water at the time . 
of the evening, even the time that women go out to 
draw water. And he said, O Lord God of my master 
Abraham, I pray Thee, send me good speed this day, 

x Gen. xvii. 23. 

, 
• 
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• , 

and shew l{indness unto my master Abraham. Behold, 
I stand here by the well of water; and the daughters 
of the men of the city come out to draw water: and 

• 

let it come to pass, that the dam sel to whom Ishall 
say, Let down thy pitcher, I pray thee, that I rnay 
drink; and she shall say, Drink, and' I will give thy 
camels drink also: let the same be sbe that Thou hast 
appointed for Thy servant Isaac; and thereby shall 
I know that Thon hast shewed kindnqss unto my 
master Y." 

In the picture, on which the evening sun of a long
vanished world here falls, we sec, it may safely be said, 
arelation widely different from that which is paintod 
in the decision of J udge Ruffin. It is a relation of 
perfeet affection and confidence, of complete identity of 
interest, between the master and the servant. If the 
analogies of tutor and pupil, master and appren tice, 
which Judge Ruffin rejects in the case of American 
Slavery, are not applicable in this case, it is only be-
• 

cause the strongest of them is too weak: and assurcdly 
the term" chattel personal" applied to the steward as 
he stands by the well praying God to be good to his 
master, would grate strangelyon our ears. 

This passage illustrates not only the position of the 
bondman in the family, but the relative position of the 
son. We see that in the matter of marriage, he was 
entirely (' in his father's hand." So in the Roman 
family, the father could marry any one of his children 
or of their children, and divoree them, at his pleasure. 

y Gen. xxiv. 1 4, 10 ·14. 

, 

-
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That the futhor, in the patriarchal state, as well as at 
Rome, had the power of life and death over the son, as 
much as lle could have it over the bondman, we see 
from the story in which Abraham consents to sacrifice .. 
Isaac, without any scruple on the ground of moral 
right, though doubtless with the deepest feelings of 
paternal sorrow. Ignoranco of this fact has led. to 
mistaken judgments, sometimes' expressed. in very 
strong language, as to the morality of the story, which, 
in its issue, .is an abrogation of human sacrifices, such -
as were offered by the neigl1bouring nations, who made 
their children pass through the fire to Moloch. 

It will also be seen from the same passage that the 
oath of a bondman ,,~as as good as that of a freeman • 

• 
"Put, I pray thee, thy hand under my thigh: and I 
wi.ll make thee swear by the Lord, the God of heaven, 
and the God of the earth," &c. In Greece during the 
classical times, or at Rome, a bondman's oath would 
have been worth little; It would scarcely have been 
supposed that the Gods stooped to guard the faith or 
punish the perjury of a Slave. 

The servant prays to God and blesses Him as "the 
God of his master Abraham" because the persons of all 
the tribe were gathered up as it were into the sacred 
person of the chief, and came into relation with God 
and with other tribes through hirn. So at Rome, the 
father of the family r'epresented all its members before 
the Gods and the State. 

Laban, the free head of a family, receives Abraham's 
serv"ant quite as an equal. "And he said, Come in, 
thou blessed of· the .Lord; wherefore standest thou 

• 

, 

. --~ 
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without? for I have prepared the house, and room for 
the camels." And on the other hand, Jacob, though 
he has the birthright, and is to .be head of his tribe, 
binds himsolf to serve Laban for twice seven years, not 

• 

exactly as a bondman, but doing the same kind of 
• 

work as the bondmen did, and surl'endering his per-
o 

sonal libCI,ty to his master in away which would not 
now be permitted (except in the peculiar case of mili-
tal'Y service) by the laws of any country in which 
ci vilized morality prevails. 

The identity of interest o between the Patriarehal 
• 

chief and his servant, and the reliance eonsequently 
placed by the chief in the servant's loyalty, whieh wc 
have noied in the story of Abraham's steward, appe~r 
elsewhere also. "'Vhen Abraham heard that his bro
ther (Lot) was taken capti ve, he armed his truined 
ser\Tants, born in his own house, three hundred and 
eighteen, and pursued them unto Dan." The herdmen 
of Abraham and Lot (Gen. xiii.) and the herdmen of 
Isane and Gerar (Gen. xxvi.) stri ve of their own 
accord for the pastures and the wells of springing 
water, evident ly regarding the interest of their master 
as their own. 

So mueh respecting the nature of bondage in. the 
patriarchal state. It seems to bear little resemblanee 
to the condition of the gangs of negro chattels who 
are driven out under the lash of an overseer to pl~rat 
cottC?n in America, and who are slaves to the tyrannical 
cruelty and lust of the white members of their owner's 
family, as well as to the avarice of their owner. When 
we find a negro standing in the same relation to his 
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master, and to his master's son, in which Eliezer stood 
to Abraham and Isaac, and when we find in negro 
slavery the other· characteristics '.Qf bondage as it cx-

• 

isted in the tents of Abraham and his descendants, 
" 

we may bcgin to think that the ternl "Patriarchal" 
is true as applied to the Slavery of Virginia and 
Carolina. . 

" 

. -~.-

SEc'rION Ill. 
"" 

'YUEN wc come to the time of 1,Ioses and his laws, 
wc find society at a more advunccd stage. The families 
have become united in the tribe; and the tribes are 
fast blending into the nation. All the features of na
tional life will now appear. CIasses will be formed, 
and the difference between the freernan and the bond
man will be distinctly felt. The State, though in 
a rude shape, will take the place of the head of the 
family as the ruler and protector of all = BO that th~ 
protection afforded by his master will no longer make 
up to the bondman for the loss of personal liberty. 
The time is fast approaching when bondage will be
come an evil and a wrong. 

Still, that time has not yet quite arrived. Society 
is not yet so settled, nor law 50 paramount, but thut 
protection may be sometimes hetter for the pOOl' man 
than independence. The history of the Book of J udges 
is filled with violence: and- the passages of the Law 
which speak of the hired labourer and assert his rights " 

" 
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shew that his condition, before public opinion had 

begun to gnard the poor, was hard, and liable to 
• 

Achilles in Homer, when he wishcs to • oppresslOn. 
express the dreariness of the realms below, says that 
he would rather be the hired labourcr of a pOOl' man 
than reign over all the Dead. . 

• • 

. Accordingly we find that sen~tudc among the He-
brews is sornetimes voluntary. "And it sh1111 be, if 
he (the bondman) say unto' thee, I will not go away 
from thee; because he loveth thee and thinc house, 
because he is weU with thee; thon thon shalt take an 
awl and thrust it through his ear into the door, and. 
he sha11 be thy servant for eyer. And also unto thy 
maidscrvant thon shalt do likewise z." So in the carly 
part of the l\fiddle Ages, amidst the ','lild unscttlcrnont 
of the times, many persons gave np their independonce 
for the protection of a lord. 

Slavery was domestie among the I-Iebrews, as it is 
generally in the East. The slave would live constantly 
with his master, have daily opportllnities of win-

• 

ning his regard, and deri ve from his society all the 
benefits which an illferior can derive from the society 

• 

of a superior. On the great American plantations, on 
::I 

the contrary, the slaves live in cc quarters" of their 
own, separate from the whites: they work in the field 
by themselves all day, no white being present but the 
overse er. The master of the plantation seldom appears 
upon the scene of labour, and barely knows his hu
man chattels by sight. In faet, the overseer is of ten 

the only white with whom the slaves come into con-

z Deut. xv. 16, 17. 

• 
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taet the whole year round, and even he only just knows 
enough of them to eall them by name a. So that there 
cannot possibly be any kind relations between master 

• 

and slave, nor any mental training a~d elevation of 
• 

the slave by intereourse with his master, sneh as the 
defellders of slavery wonld have us suppose to exist, 
and sueh as reaUy existed under the Patriarehs and 
among the Hcbrews in the time of ~Ioses. lf we want 
a parallei to the relations of master and slave on the 
Ameriean plantations, we must seek it not among the 
people of J ehovah, but in the gangs of Athenian slaves 
'who worked the mines of Laurium, or in the "field-
hands" who tilled the great estates of Roman nobles, 

• 

and who dwelt like the negroes in slave qnarters and 
worked in drovcs under the lash. The Roman writcrs 

• 

• 

on agrieulture incleed might afford manuals for the 
Ameriean planters. Cato, who was aperfeet model of 
the slave-owning agrieulturist, adv-isos his reader to 
"seIl off )lis old oxen, his discarded cows and sheep, 

The sentiments of the master and bondman, and 
their education, in the age and country for which 
~roses made laws, would be much the same. No high
bred eontempt therefore wonld be felt by the master 
for the slave: there would be none of the pride which 
breathes through the language held by the American 
slave-owners as to the expediency of dooming the 
Iower class ·to slavery that the upper class may have 
lei sure for higher cultivation. Nor had the slightest 
taint of degtadation yet attached to labour, which was 

a Olmsted, Jourlley in the Baek Country, p. 72. 
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still the equal_ lot of all. The seven claughters of 
J ethl'o, the priest of l\fidian, "came aud drew water, 
and filled the troughs to water their father's Hockb." 
1\fose8 keeps the sheep of his futher-in-law. The 
wealthy Boaz nlingles with his reapers in a way in 
whieh no grcat planter would mingle with his slave
gang, and he lios down himself on the threshing
floor to gnurd the corn at night. In t.his respect the 
feelings of men hud not ehanged sinee that carlier age 
when J aeob was Laban's shepherd. 
'In polities, too, we are fur from those aristocratic 

liberties otYrepublies whieh make slavery bitter indeed. 
In the time of 1\1'oses, the thought of political,liberty 
has perhaps searcelyawakened in any breast. In thd 
time of the l\Ionarchy all are alike servants of the 
king. \ 

Loug after tlJis the relation" between master and 
, 

servant might serve a sacred poet as'the type of a rcla-
tion whieh, though that of tho most complete depond
enee, is the most benefieent us woll as the holiest of all. 
"Behold, even as the eyes of servants look unto the 
hand of their masters, and as the oyes of a niaid~n 
unto the hand of her mistress: even so our eyes wait 
upon the Lord our God until Ile have merey up on us c." 

In faet, the state of things among' the IIebrews in 
the time of Moses very much resembles that whieh the 

, 

poems of lIomer disclose to us as existing in heroie 
Greece ; w here society is still in course of f.ransi tion 
from the family to the nation; where slavery is domes
tie and on the whole mild, the lot of the slave under 

b Exod. H. 16. c p ... 2 S. CXXlll. • 
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• 

an average master being probably not worse than that 

of the hired lubourer d ; where Paris, a king's son, keeps 
his Hock on Ida, and N ausicaa, a king's daughter, goes 
out with her handmaidens to wash linen at the spring; 
where the faithful swineherd Eumæus stands almost 
upon alevel with freemen, is treated by Ulysses as a 
friend, and is deeply attached to his master and his 
master's house; but where, nevertheless, " A man loses 
4ulf his munhood on the day when he beco~es a slave." 

Such is the slavery with which the Hebrew Law
giver deuls: and he deuls with it, as it was before said 
that he deals with rude institri.tions generaUy, not to 
establish or perpetuatc it, but to mitigate it) restrict it, 
and prepare the way for its abolition. That he did not 
introduce it w<t know; since we see it existing before 
him in the Patriarchal age . 

• 

To kecp a Hebrew in perpetual bondage, except by . 
his own consent, is absolutely forbidden. "If thou buy 
an I-Iebrew seI;vant, six years he shall serve; and in 
the seventh he shall go out free for nothing c." "If 
thy brother, an lIebrew man, or an Hebrew woman, be 
sold unto thee, and serve thee SL'IC years; then in the 
seventh year thou shalt let him go free from thee f." 

• 

"It shall not seem hard unto thee, when thou sendest 
him away free from thee; for he hath been worth a 
double hired servant to thee, in serving thee six years : 
und the Lord thy God shall bless thee in all that thou 
doest." The occurrence of the year of jubilee might 
cut the term of servitude still ahorter g. And even 

d Grote, vol. ii. p. 133 • 
• 

r Deut. xv. 12. 
• 

c Exod. xxi. 2. 
gLovit. xxv. ,n. 

• 

• 
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while that term lasted the servant was not to be treated 
, 

as a slave, a "living tool" or a "chattel personaL" 
"If thy brother that dwelleth by thee bo waxen poor, 

• I 

and. be sold unto thee; thou shalt uot compel him to ~;. 

serve as a bondservant.: but as an hired servant, and 
as a sojourner, he shall be with thee, and shall serve 
thee unto the year of jubilee: and then shall he depart 
from thee, bot.h he and his children with him, and shall 
return unto his own family, and unto the possession of 
his fathers shall he return. For they are Illy servants, 
which I brought forth out of the land of Egypt: they 
shall, not be sold as bondmen. 'l'hou shalt not rule 
oyor hilll with rigoui·; but shalt fear thy God h." 

'1'he bondman rnight choose, as we have seen, at the 
expiration ~ 's term to rmnain with his muster in
stead of acceptint:) his liberty; but to that end, and in 
order that a freeman might be finally divested of his 

, 

freedom, not a mere tacit continuanco of the relation, 
but a formal consent, and not only a formal consent, 
but a regular and public ceremony, was required. 
The bondman is to "say plainly" that he "loves his 
master," and that he "will not go out free." And he 
is then to be brought before the judges, and his ear is 
to be bored with all awl, as a sign that he elects to re
main in servitude for life. 

, 

That the bondman when set free after six years 
might not fall into bondage again, he was to be liberal-ly 
provided on leaving his master with the means of sub
sistence. " And when thou sendest him out free from 

. ----

thee" thou shalt notlet him go away empty: thou shalt 

h Levit. xxv. 39 43. 

-. 
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furnish him liberally out of thy flock, and out of thy 
floor, and out of thy winepress: of that wherewith the

l 

Lord thy God hath blessed thee, thou shalt give unto 
him. And thou shalt remember that thou wast a 

• 
, 

bondman in the land of Egypt., and the Lord thy God 
redeemed thee: therefore I command thee this thing 

, 

to-dayi." , 
~Ioreoyer, the Hebrew who had been driven by poverty 

to sell himself to a strunger or a sojourner, lllight be 
redeemed at any tilne either by himself, or by his 
kinsman, on payment of the fair value of his service 
for the term yet rClllaining j. 

A housebreaker, not punished in the fact, and unable 
to make full restitution, is to be sold for his theft j and 
it appears, into slavery for life k. But this being a case 
of penal bondage, does not bear upon the present q nes
tion. It is the counterpart not of nlodern slavery, but 
of modern transportation. 

Thus, so long as the law of ~Ioses was kept, the 
bondage of a Hebrew would not be more severe, either 
in duration or in other respects, than a nlodern ap
prenticeship, nor so severe as the forced service of 
a soldier in a modern army: and he would receive 
what would be equivalent to wages in the shape of 
a gift at parting when his term expired. Such servi
tude was in fact not slavery at all, in the proper sense 
of the term. 

The law of ~foses was not always kept in this any 
more than in other respects; but it was not a dead 
letter. "This is the word that came unto Jeremiah 

, 

'k Exod. xxii. 3. Dent. xv. 13 15. j Levit. xxv. 47. 

, 

, 

• 

, 

• 

, 
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/" 

f1'0111 91e Lord, after that the king :lcdt'kiah had made 
" 

a c~;vellant with all the people which were at. tTeru-
__ .§_~llbm, t.o proclaim liberty unt.o them; t.hat. every man 

should let his mansel'l ant, and every man his ll1aid~ 

servant, being an Hebrew or an I-Iebrewess, go free; 
t.hnt nOlle should serve himself of them, to' wit., of 
a Jew his brothcr~ Now when all the princes, aild 
nIl the people, which had entered into thc covenunt, 
heard that evcry one should lct his manscrvant, and 
everyone his maidservant, go free, that none should 
serve thcmselyes of thenl any nlOl'e, then they obeyed, 
and let them go. . nut afterward they turned, and 
caused the servants and tlw handmaids, whom they 
had let go free, to return, and brought them into sub
jection for ~ervants and for handmaids. Therefore 
the word of the Lord caIlle to Jeremiah from the Lord, 
saying, Thus saith the Lord, the God of Israel; I 
made a covenant with your fathers in the day that 
I brought them forth out of the land of Egypt., out 
of the house of bondmen, saying, At the end of seven 

-
years let ye go every man his brother an Hebrew, . 
which hath been sold unto thee; and when he ha.th 
served thee six years, thou shalt let him go free from 
thee: but your fathers hearkened not unto ~fe; nei
ther inclined their ear.. And ye were now turned, a.nd 
had done right in l\fy sight, in proclaiuling. liberty 
every man to his neighbour; and ye had made a cove
nant before Me in the house which is called by l\fy 
name: but ye turned and polluted l\fy name, and 
caused every man his servant, and every nlltn his 
handmaid, whom he had set at liberty at their plea-

• 

" 
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f'urc, to returll, and bl'onght them int.o 8uhjoetion, to 
be unt.o you for sorV:Lnts and for handmaicls. Thore· 
fore tIlUS saith the Lord; Y c have llOt; heal'koncd unt.o 
1\[0, in proelaiming lihcrty, every one t.o his brot.her, 
:mcl evcry man to his neighbonr: bl'holcl, I proc.1aim . 
a libm'ty for you, saith t.he Lord, to the sword, to the 
pestilcllce, and to the famillo; and I ",ill nmke you 

• 

to be rOllloved int.o all the kingdoms of the earth l." 
N eit.her t.heGreek nor the HOllUtll had auy serupIe 

in rcdueing one of his own country men to that per
manent bondage whieh alone can be properly callcd 
slavery. In the early times both of Athens and Rome, 
we find numbers of the pOOl' reduced to slavcry by the 
rieh. And in the war~ bctwcen Grcciau states, ",hole 
eOllnllunitics when vanquished are swept into hopelcss 
and irredcemable bondage by the peoplc of their own 
race. Greece must have swarmed with Greck slaves 
after the Peloponnesjun war. . 

Foreign slaves the Hebl'ew wus permitted to hold. 
"noth thy bondmen, and thy bOlldm~ids,' whieh thou 
shalt have, shall be of the heathen that aro round 
about you; of them shall ye buy bondmen and bond
maids. ~foreover of the children of the strangers 
thut. do sojourn .!1mong you, of them 8ha11 ye buy, and 
of thoir families that are with you, whieh they begat 
in your land: and they shall be your possession. And 
ye shal1 take them as an inhetitance for your children 
after you, to inherit them for a possession; they sha11 
be your bondmen for ever: but over your brethren 
the children of Israel, ye sha11 not rule pne over an-

• 
l Jer. xxxiv, 8 . 17 • 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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other with rigour m." These words are the continua-
• 

tion of those before quoted from Leviticus respecting 
the liberation of Hobrew bondmen, aud must be con
strued in connoction with them. The object of the 

'-
whole pnssage is to forbid 'the holding of I-Iobrew, 
not to cOlllmand or encourage the holding of foreign, 

, 

slaves. ,Ve sha11 presently see' whether the ~Iosaic 

institutions tended practicully to the multiplicatio11 of 
slaves of any kind. 

Fortunate, probably, in a world of bondage, was 
the bOlldman who ser ved in a Hebrew household and 

• 

under the Hebrew law; nor would he have been mo
rally the gainer by being sent back from the king
dOlU of J ehovah into that of lvloloch, Baal, RiluIDon, 
or Astarte. The Lawgiver knew the abominations 
of the heathen, and we sha11 see that he was not 
without regard for the religious interests of the fo
reign slave. 

It must be remembered also that in war, as carried 
on in ancient times, the lot of the vanquished was 
slavery, or death. To have prohibited slavery then, 

.. 

as regards foreign captives, would have been in effect 
to enaet that every prisoner, ofw hatever age or sex, 
taken in war, should be put to death. 

The reason, however, why a Hebrew \Vas n110wed 
to hold a foreigner while he was not allowed to hold 
another Hebl'ew as a slave, is clear from the words of' 
the law; and it is equally clear that it is one which 
has long since passed away ~ The Hebrew u'as kis 

brother, the foreigner u;a~ not his brother. But under 

• mLevit. xxv. 44 46 . 

• 

- ----



, 

• 

AMERICAN SLAVERY? 49 
• 

the Christian dispensatioll all men are brethren in 
Christ. 

• 

It woulcl be the reverse of the truth to say, with 
.the Homun satirist, that the Hebrews, compared with 
the other nations of antiquity, were exclusive and ill
hospitable towards foreigners and people of other reli. 
gions: that they "wonld not direct on his ro ad the 
man who elicl not worship as they eliel, nor guide to the 
spring any but the circumcised." Their law, on the 
contrary, breathes a spirit of kindness and hospitality 
towards the stranger quite unexamplcd in ~hat hard 
and inhospitable world. The Greek, though his mind 
was large and his intercourse varied, called all nations 
but his own by Il name of opprobrium and contempt j 

• • 

and his treatment of them was quite in accordance 
• 

with that nanle, till one of them conquered him, when 
his former pride towards all sank into sycophancy to
wards the conqueror. The humane Athenians, in the 
time of Perieles, Phidias, and Sophoeles, revised the list 

~ . 

of citizens, and having diseovered that five thousaIicl 
peisons not of pure Athenian blood had erept into the 
register, not on ly expelled them, bnt sold them all as 
slaves. The Roman had one' word for foreigner ~nd 

• 

enemy, nor was' his language belied by his. condnet to-
wards his neighbours. The flebrew is repeatedly and 
most emphatieully enjoined by his law to be kind to 
tb e stranger and never to oppress him; and, this on 
the ground, so hu~bling to national pride, that he had 

~ . - . 

been himself an oppressed and despised dweller in 
• • 

a strange land. "Thou shalt neither vex a stranger, 
• • 

nor oppress hi1ll: for ye were strangers in the land of 
• E 

• 

• 

• 
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Egypt n." "Also thou shalt not oppress a stranger: 
, 

for ye know the heart of a stranger, seeing ye were 
strangers in the land of Egypt 0." And in a still 
more solemn passage: "For the Lord your God is God 

, . 
of gods, and Lord of 'lords, a great God, a mIghty, 
and a t.errible, which regardeth not persons, nor taketh 
reward: He doth execute the judglllcnt of the father
less and widow, and loveth the stranger, in giving him 
food and raiment. Love ye therefore the stranger: 
for ye were strangers in the land of Egypt 1>." " Y e 
shall have one nlanner of law, as well for the stranger, 
as for one of your own country: for I am the I.Jord 
your God q." But nevertheless the Hebrew did not 
understand, nor, without a llliracle which would have 
made the shadow go down two thousand years on the 
sundial of history, could he have understood the bro
therhood of man; much less that higher brotherhood 

, 

by which all men are united in Christ. 
\V hen the scene of history opens, the nations are 

simply competitors for existence, bound together by 
no laws or sympathies, but preying on each other like 
the wild beasts of the forest, and having each its own 
national God, who is an enemy to the Gods of the other 
nations. Devotion to' his nation was the most COlll-

• 

prehensive, and therefore the highest, bond of affection 
which man then knew; and his moraf\eye could see 
nothing but patriotic virtue in the deeds of Sc::cyola 
and Ehud, or in the triumphal of Deborah 'over 
the fall (it mattered not by what means) of the grand 
• 

D Exod. xxii. 21. u Ib"d ... 9 1 • XXlll. • 
, 

P Deut. x. 17 19. q Levit. xxiv. 22. 
, 

, 

, 
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• 

encmyand oppressor of Israel. And this patriotism, 
narrow as it seems to our enlarged perceptions, was 

, 

a step in the, training of humanity midway between 
devotion to the tribe and devotion to the kind. The 

• 

rivulet ,found its river; perhaps, at smue far distant 
day, the river may find its sea; and as the tribe WllfS 

merged in the nation, the nation may be merged in the 
coullllunity of man. Already the sharp outline of nu
tional distinction bcgins to be blurred by religious, in
tellectual, and comnlercial union. The time may come 
when our views may seem as narrow and our conduct 
as so16sh to posterity, as the views of antiquity seenl 
'uarrow and its conduct selfish to us. However that 

, 
, 

may be, whether the movement which has been going 
on since the beginning of history has now found its term' 
or not, gradual progress, in which human effort should 
play its part, not miraculous anticipation of the future, 

, 

was, as we ha ve before said, the rule of Providence ill 
dealing with the Hebrews as well as with other races. 
And a Hebrew broke no law of affection known to 

• 

him, he did no violence to his moral nature, no in
jury to any Olle who to him was a brother, by holding 

-
a man of another nation as a slave. 

An American even if he had lived in the time of 
1tloses, and under the ~fosaic law, would not have 

, 

been aUowed by the spirit of that law to sell or hold 
as a slave a man or woman as white and essentially of 
the same race as himself, 'much less his own child. 
But the Americans do not live in the t.ime of 1\1:oses, 
nor,under the I\1:osaic law. They live in times when 
the brotherhood of man is kno~n, and the duty of treat-

-. , 

• 
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ing all men as brethren is understood; they live unger, 
and will be judged by, the law of Christ. 

There is indeed one passage (Exod. xxi. 7) whieh 
is cite~ by American defenders of slavery as divinely 

• • 

authorizing a Christian to seIl his own child as a 
slave: "And if a man seIl his daughter to be a maid
servant, she shaH not go out as the menservants do." 
But read on, and it will appear that the passage has 
nothing to do with this matter. " If she please not 
her master, who hath betrothed her to himself, then 

• 

shall he let her be redeemed : to seIl her unto a 
• 

strange nation he shaH have rio power, seeing he hath 
dealt deeeitfully with her. And if he have betrothea 
her unto his son, he shall deal with her after the 
manner of daughters. If he take him another wife; 
her food, her raiment, and her duty of marl'iage, shall 
he not diminish. And if he do not these three unto . 
her, then shall she go out free without money." Clearly 
this refers to the sale and purehase of a woman, not as 
a slave, but as a wife; though a wife of an inferior 

. kind, sueh as the eoncu.bine of the Levite in the Book 
of J udges who has fled from her lord, and whom he 
pursues to her father's house. Sueh a mo de of provid-

o ing for. a daughter and obtaining a wife. was familiar 
enough to the coarseness of primitive antiquity, not 
only in the J ewish but in other nations. The Anglo-

• 

Saxons iIf the earliest times regularly sold their daugh-
ters as wives, and their laws speak of buying women 
in the plainest terms. The recognition of the practiee 
in the Mosaie law is important to the present question, 

• 

as shewing "us that it is with the earliest and rudest 
- . 

• 

• • 
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state of society that we are dealing. But it in no way 
authorizes a Christian to sell his daughter as a slave. 

Among the Romans the master had absolute power 
of life and death over the slave. Still more had he the 
power of punishing him to any extent, and doing hhu 
any bodily injury he pleased. It was not till the time 
of Seneca, when influences closely connected with 
Christianity, if not Christianity itself, had begun to 
work on Roman Jurisprudence, that the power of the 
master was in any way limited, or that the person of 
the slave received any protection from the law. Vedius 
Pollio, a wealthy Roman, and a friend of Augustus, 
used, when his slaves displeased him, to throw them 

, 

alive into his fishpond to feed his lampreys. One day 
a slave who had broken a crystal goblet, flung himself 
at the feet of the Emperor, who was supping with 
Pollio, praying, not that his life might be spared, but 
that he might not be given as food to the fishes. 
Augustus rebuked, but did not punish or even discard, 
his friend r. "If," says IIorace~ "a man is thought 
mad who crucifies his slave for having filched some-

" thing from a dish which he has taken off the table, 
how much more mad must he be who' cuts his friend 

, 

, 

for a trifling offences." The Roman lady in J uvenal 
, 

orders a cross to be set up for a slave, and when 
her husband asks the reason of the punishment, and 
dt. \res her to pause before she takes away a man's 
life, she ridicules the notion that a slave is a man, 
and says that her will is reason enough. 

, 

• 

. r Dion Cassius, live 23; Senee. De Ira, iii. 40 j De Clem. xviii. 
• Hor. Sat., I. iii. 80. . 

• , 

- . • 

• 
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The IIebrew Lawgiver do es not set aside the general 
constitution of the family, and the general prerogatives 

, of its head. He could not have done so without tear-
, 

ing up the very foundations of society in that age. 
But he places the life and limb of the slave for the 
first time under the protection of the law. "And if 
a man smite his servant, Ol' his maid, with a rod, and 
he die under his hand; he shaH be surely punished. 
Notwithstanding, if he continue a day or two, he shall 
not be punished: for he is his money t." "And if 
a man slnite the eye of his servant, or the eye of his 

. maid, that it perish; he shall let him go free for his 
eye's sake. And if he smite out his manservant's tooth, 
or his maidservant's tooth; he shalllet him go free for 
his tooth's sake u." 

This, no doubt, is one of the things given to the 
J ews because of the hardness of their hearts; because 
they had not as yet attained, nor could they as yet 
have ,attained, the high social morality of modern and 

• 

Christian times. The protection afforded by this la w to 
the person of the slave is small in itself ; but it is 
a great step in humanity compared with his totally un-

, 

protected condition among the Romans, far more ad-
, 

vanced in general civilization as they were, and even 
. with the protection 'afforded him among the Anglo

Saxons, not only in their heathen state, but after their 
conversion to Christianity. "In the. earliest period," 
says a writer on Anglo-Saxon institutions, "the master 
had the rPQwer of life" and death over the slave, and 

, 

with It all the inferior rights w hich flow from it. 
tExod. xxi. 20. u Ibid. xxi. 26, 27 . 

• 

, 

~ ..... 
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In the exercise of this"terrible power, both the early 
continental Germans. and their Anglo-Saxon descend. 
ants abstained from acts of deliberate cruelty. It was 
not usual with the Germans to punish their slaves with 
whips or chains, or to oppress them with U11certain 
exactions. No law, however, protected their lives; and 
though they were never put to death deliberately, they 
were of ten slainin fits of passion. The earliest.laws of 

-

the Anglo-Saxons were in accorc1ance with Germanic 
eustoms. They permitted the master to put his slave to 
death when, where, ~nd 40w he pleased; an-d the first 
modification of this barbarous right, which emanated 
from the clergy, was so slight, that it could have but 
litt le 'influenee on national manners x." Even the in
tentional beating to death of a slave was punished only . 
by penitential fasting, the rigour of w hich Anglo-Saxon 
casuistry found means effectually to evade. And for 
the knocking out an eye or tooth the Church advised 
the master to give the slave his freedom, but the law 
did not-com pel it. 

The expression "he shallbe surely punished" in the 
Hebrew law just cited, is indefinite; and l\fichaelis 
thinks that it cannot be taken as meaning capital 
punishment, though no fine or other secondary punish
ment is specifie.d. But it must be observed that the 
law speaks not of wilful murder, but of excessive chas
tisement inflicted by the" rod" of the master and un
intelltionally resulting in death. There seems to be 
nothing to take. the ,wilful murder I of a bondman, . 
whether by his master or by any other person, out of 

x Thrupp's Anglo-Saxon Home, p. 126. 
-

• 

-
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the general sentenee "Whosoever sheddeth man's blood 
by man shall his blood be shBd." 'This sent.enee is 
repeatedly and emphatically ratified by the lIosaie 
Law, "He that smiteth a man so that he die, he shall 

• • 

surely be put to death." "He that killeth any man 
shall surely be put to death." It is expressly enacted 
that the punishment of death shall be inflicted on the 

• 

murderer of an alien as welI as on the murderer of 
• 

a Hebrew Y. It is not likely that more protedion 
would be gi ven. to the life of the alien than to that 
of the Hebrew bondman, who is treated throughout 
as a member of the eommonwealth, though his labour 
for a eertain time belongs to another. And the law 
draws no distinetion in these respeets between the 
Hebrew bondman and the foreign slave. 

By parity of reasoning both elasses of bondmen 
would seem to be proteeted, as against any one but 
their master, by the general law respeeting personal 
injuries. "And if a man eause a blemish in his neigh
bour; as he hath done, so shall it be done to him; 
breaeh for breaeh, eve for eve, tooth for tooth: as he 

" '" 
hath eaused a blenlish in a man, so shall it be done 
to hinl again Z ." . 

. To the Hebrew slave the faet that he was his mas-
• 

ter's money would always be a real, though not always 
a sufficient proteetion. T4e inferest of the master 
wOllld never lead him to use his slaves up, as it appears 
slaves are sometimes . used up by capitalists on the 
great Cuban plantations. To this kind of slow mur-
• 

der, against whieh it would be scarcely possible for any 
• 

y Levit. xxiv. 22.' z Ibid. xxiv. 19, 20. 

• 

, 
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slave law to gutu-d,' Hebrew' agriculture could offer no 
temptations. .' ~ 

Plato in his Laws prescribes that. if a slave kills 
a freeman he sha11 be given up to the kinsmen of the 
slain man, who are not permitted on any account to 
spare his life, but are to be allowed to put him to death 
in any way they please. If a . nlan kills 'the slave of 
another, the philosopher would have him pay double 

• 

the slave's price to the master; but if he kills his own 
slave he is only required to go through the ceremony . 
of purification, in order that the land may not be de
filed with blood a• But the law of }Ioses says, "Ye 
sha11 not poll ute the larid wherein ye are: for blood it 
defileth the land; and the land cannot be cleansed of 
the blood that is shed therein, but by the bl06d of him 
that shed it." If we look at the' ]\fosaic dispensa
tion in itself we may regard it as peculiarly ceremo
ni al, but if we compare it with any other dispensation 
except the Christianwe shall probably find that in
stead of being peculiarly ceremonial, it is peculiarly 
moral. ,. 

And moreover, it is to be remembered that if the ser
vant or slave was t.he "money" of his master, so, as 
we have seen, in some cases, was the :wife; and that 
if the head of the family had a power which civilized 
morality would not eIidure over his servants, p.e· had 
also, as we have likewise seen, a power which civilized 

• 

morality. would not, en dure over his child .. In the 
Roman family all these prerogativ es of thehousehold 
despot hung together. American writers on the' "Phi-

, a Laws, bk. ix. p. 868. 

• 

• 
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losophy of Slavery," drawing their philosophy from 
, 

the domestic system of the Romans, borrow the prin-
ciples of barbarism and heathenism as regards the 
position of the servant, but they forget to extend those 
principles to the position of the wife and son. 

The last of the orren Commandments which we con
tinue to use instead of the Two, shews us what was the' 

, 

general state of the society for which the code was 
framed, and fixes the real position of the slave in the 
household. "Thou shalt not covet thy neighbour's 
!i. o Ufse, thou shalt not covet thy neighbour's 1cife, nor 
his mansertant, nor his maid8ervant, nor his OX, nor his 
a8S, nor anything tlwt i8 t1l.y neigltbour's." 'Ve see that 
the wife is as completely a subject of property and,? 

/' 

a part of a man's est-ate as a 'man8ervant or a maicl.-
servant. And when this is seen, all thought of degra .. 
dation as attaching to the' condition of the slave is at 
an end. His lot under a bad lord might be hard, and 

, so under a bad lord might be the lot of the wife. 
"The institution of slavery," says one of its eulogists, 
"operates by contra st and comparison." It is 'most 
true: and there would be no contrast or comparison 
when a man's bondservant stood on the same footing 
as the heil' of his house or the wife of his bosom. 

In the Southern States of America the murder of 
, 

, 

a slave, which was formerly punishable by a fine only, 
is now by law a capital offence. With .regard to per
sonal injuries, the laws of' the different States vary. 
, Dut it seems that both with regard 'to murder and with 

• 

regard to personal injuries the laws are practically 
void. Slaves are murdered, but nobody is hanged. 

• • 

, 

, 
, 

, 

• 
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Slaves are brutally beaten and tortured, yet no punish
ment is inflieted b • 

Indeed, in most cases, it would be impossible to 
conviet the criminal, since the evidenee of a slave is 
not received against a freeman, and slaves must com
monly be the only witnesses of murders or out rages 
committed by planters or overseers. Severe laws may 
be safely pass ed where the only available evidenee is 
to be rejeeted. In Greece and at Rome the slave 

• 

lay under the same incapacity of appearing as a wit-
• 

ness, saving that his evidenee might be taken under 
to.rture, and was then regarded by the learned in the 
law as forming a useful supplement to the evidenee 
given upon oath by the freeman. "You know, gentle
men," says a Greek advocate to an Athenian court,' 
"that the strongest evidenee is produeed when there 
are a number of witnesses both slave and free; and 
when the freeman can be compelled to speak by the 
administration of an oath, for whieh a freeman eares 
most, and slaves by pressure of a . el'ent kind, which, 
even though they may die under it, forces them to 

• 

speak the truth c." o And an Attic comedian recites, 
with ghastly pleasantry, the different modes o in which 
th~ tprture. was applied to the slave witness by the 
most civilized of mankind d. But the law of :I\{ose8, 

• 

when it fixes the number of witnesses requisite to con-
viet a murderer, draws no distinetion between the 
evidence of a freeman and that of a slave e • 

• 

b Goodell's American Slave Code, chap. xiii., xiv. 
c Antiphon, n~pt 'rOU XOPEU'rOV, p. 144. 

o o 

• 

d Aristoph., Ran., 618. e Numb. xxxv. 30; Deut. xvii. 6 • 
, 

, 
I 

• 

o 

o 

• 

• 

• 
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If an ox gores a munservant or a maidservant, the 
owner of the ox is to pay thirty shekcls of sil ver to the 
owncr of the servant : ,but besidcs this, the ox is to be 

i 

stoned. The value of: the latter enactment is that it 
asserts the sanetity of the servant's life: the ox is to 
be put out 'of the way as an accursed thing because it , 
has shed the blood of man. Too much stress can 

• 

scarccly be laid on this when we consider that the 
I-Iebrew lawgi vel' is dealing with a barbarous nation, 
and introducing into their rude hearts the first prin-
ciples of civilization. -

.. 
• 

"I do not think," says 1\1r. Olmsted, "that I have 
ever seen the. sudden death of a negro noticcd in a 
Southern newspaper, or heard it referred to in con
versation, that the loss of property, rather than the 
extinction of life, was not the evident occasion of ina 
terest f." . 

'Ve have no trace in the criminallaw of i.Vloses or in 
Hebrew history of the inHiction upon the slave of any 
cruel or servile kind of punishment from w hich free
men were exempt, such as the punishment of cru
cifixion among the Romans, or Buch as the punishment 
of burIling alive, which has been Bometimes inflicted 
on slaves, and' but for the indignant protests of civi
lized humallity, might perhaps be still more of ten in
Hicted on them, in the Southern States. The Hebrew 

• • 

f A Journey in the Back Country, p. 63. Mr.Olmsted quotes some 
paragraphs, onc' of which (from TIte Rogersville Times,) is, "Mr. Tilgh
man Cobb's barn at Bedford, Va., was set fire to by lightlling on 
Friday, the 11th, and collsumed. Two negro es and three hors es perished 
in the fiames.".. . -

• 
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freeman is punished with stripes for secondary offences 
as well as the slave. 

At Rome, the slave being a mere" chattel personal," 
could have none of the rights of a husband or a father : 
he could not contract a legal marriage, nor did the 
woman who bore him children, or the children she 
bore, stand in any relation whatever to him in the eye 
of the law. The same was the case, we may venture to 
say, in all other heathen :nations w!lere slavery prevailed . 

• 

It is the case aIso, as is too weU known, in the Slave 
States of America, where in law a slave's marriage is a 
nullity, and where, in practice, husbands are sold away 

• 

from their wives, children from their parents : where 
the human cattle are bred like sheep or swine for the 

, 

market: where, in short, the whole system is a stand-
'ing defiance of nature and humanity, such' as it is 
strange to see defended or excused, under whatever 
stress of political passion, by English men, and still 
more strange to see defended or excused by English 
women. But the lawof }Ioses treats the bondman in 

• 

this respect also as a person, not a thing, though his 
labour is the property of his master, and vindicates for 
him the rights of a husband and a father. "If he (the 
servant who is let go free in the seventh year) came in 
by himself, he shaH go out by hjmself: if he were 
married, then his wife shall go out with him. If his 
master have given him a wife, and she have borne him 
sons or daughters; the wife and her children shall be 
her master's, and he shall go out by himself g." The 

g Exodus xxi. 3, 4. ' 

• 
• 
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servant's love for his wife and children is mentionecl as 
one of the reasons why he may choose to remain in his 
'servitude when the six years have expired. Thus the 
husband would never be forcibly separated from his wife 
and childrcn, though in case he had received a wife 
from his master (which he would do with his eyes open 
to the legal consequences) he might have to remain in 
bondage in order to retain her. The amount of per
sonal right given to the slave by this and the other 
provisions in his favour is probablyas large as would 
consist with the radical constitution of society in those 
times: but, as has been said before, the amount of 
right given was not 80 important as the principle of 

• 

giv ing the slave personal rights at all, which in effect 
rnakes him no longer a slave. 

The existence of legalized polygamy would tend to 
- save female slaves from becoming the victims of'lawless 

lust, as they were in the Slave States of heathen anti
quity,'and as they are in the Slave States of Ameriea . 
The general favour shewn by the l\iosaic law to purity 
would tend in the same direction. And so, still more, 
would the equal distribution of property which it en
courages, and. which could not fail to bring with it 
a general simplicity of life, and a freedom from the 
luxury of which slaves were the wretched ministers in ,,' 
the later age of Rome . 

It has also been truly said that· such laws as that 
against muzzling the ox that treads out the corn, and 
against seething a kid in its mother's milk, which were 
intended to soften the heart of the people, and dispose 

. them to a kind treatment even of the animals in their 
• 

• 
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• 

power, would tend with still greater force to make 
them humane in their dealings with the slave. 

It appears also from Levit. xxv. 49 that the slave 
might legally acquire proper ty, since it is there said 
that "if he be able he may redeem himself." 

If the book of Job may be taken as in' any measure 
. an index of I-Iebrew sentiment, the laws of the Hebrew 
Com mon wealth were not without effect in training its 
members to look on the bondman not as a thing, but 

• 

as a person possessing rights, and having claims to 
justice. " If I did despise the cause of my rilanservant 
or of my maidservant when they contended with me; 

• 

what then shall I do when God ,riseth' up? and when 
- - -

Ile visiteth, what shall I answer Rim P Did not He 
that made me in the womb make him P And did not 
One fashion us in the womb h P" 

An eminent writer speaking of Roman slavery ob
serves, that "in earlier times. religious considerations 
had exercised an alleviating influence, and had released 
the slave and the plough-ox from labour on the days 
enjoined for festivals and .for rest." "N othing," . he 
goes on to say, "is more characteristic of the spirit of 

, 

Cato and those 'who shared his s~ntiments than the way 
in which they iriculcateq the observance of the holyday 
in the letter, and evaded it in reality, by advising that 

• 

while the plough should certainly be allowed to rest on 
these days, the slaves should even then be incessantly 
occupied with other labours not expressly prohibited i." 

Perfect rest from labour on every seventh day was se-

b Joh xxxi. 13 15. 
·Eng. Trans . 

, 

i Mommsen's Rome, vol. H. p. 368, 

, 

, 

• -• 
• , 
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cured to the Hebrew bondman, not by any ordinary 
law, but, by one of the Ten which, aelivered amidst 
the thunders of Sinai, formed the religious and moral 
groundwork of the nation. 

This law alleviated the lot of the feudal serf as well 
as that of the Hebrew bondservant. \Ve know that 
by the Hebrews it was observed even with an ex .. 
aggerated strictness. The observance of Sunday ,is 
legally enjoined, in the Southern States, and it ap~ 

pears that the injunction is generally obeyed. nut in 
Louisiana, as at Rome, property seems to have foun~ 

• 

Il, way in some measure to resume ita rights. " There 
, 

is a law of the State," said a gentleman of Louisiana 
to 1\11'. Olm sted, "that negro es shall not be worked on 
Sundays; but I have seen negroes at work almost 
every Sunday, when I have been in the /country, since 
I have lived in Louisiana. I spent a ,Sunday 'once with 
a gentleman who did not work his hands at all on 
Sunday, even in the grinding season ; arid had got 
some of his neighbours to help him b~ild a school· 
house, which was used" as a church on Sunday. He 
said there was not a plantation on either side of him, ' 
as far as he could see, where the slaves were not gene. 
rally worked on Sunday; but 'that after the church 
was started severa!" of them 'quitted ,the pract~ce and 

, 

made their negroes go to the meeting. This made 
others discontented; and after a year or two the 
plante~s voted "llew trustees ~o the school, and these 
forbade the house to be used for any other than school ' 
purposes. This was done, he had no doubt, for the 

ose of breaking up the meetings, and to lessen 
, 
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the discontent of the slaves which were on 
0U .... ..:ra ..... k" 1\,.-... {"\l .... ~L~d ad..:r .... ! .... a -~Le -L1......,L h- a" ~ 
/-..J uu J' .J."~~, VLULOliC UO ~ll HUll lillU-li l ~ . 11::iU 

saw slaves at work every Sunday that he was in 
Louisiana. "The law permits slaves to be worked, 
I believe, on Sunday; but requires that some com
pensation shaU be made to them w hen they are, such 

• 

as a subsequent holyday." And who is to fix or en-
force the compensation? It is scarcely possible that 
the same protection should be given to the slave's 
day of rest in a rilOdern community, as in a community 
ruled by the stri et and inexorable Hebrew Law. 

The most important point of all remains to 'be men
tioned. In Greece and at Rome the slave took no part 
in the public wOl'ship of the State. At some of the 
holier rites, his presenee would have been a poUu
tion l. If he was employed in the temples it was for 
menial service. We may be sure that never except as 

, 

a menial did he stand near the Consul sacrificing to 
Latian Jupiter on the Alban Mount. He can never 

• 

have been present at the dramatie festivals of Dionysus, 
which, under the form of a religious ceremony, were 
the highest. school of mental culture fO!' the Athenian 
people: nor can he have mounted the Acropolis in the 

• 

• 

sacred proeession on the day holy to Athene m. lIe was 

k .T ourneys and Explorations, vol. H. p. 47. 
1 See on this subject . Wallon's Histoire de l' Esclavage dans 

l' Antiqui;:te, a work which gives the fullest account of Slavery in 
ancient Greece and Rome, and to which the author of this Essa.y has 
to acknowledge his ob1igations . 

m Even aliens were condemned to menialservices (Hydriaphoria, Skia-
dephoria, Scaphephoria,) at the Panathenæa. Tbere is in Demosth. 
in (c. 15) a response of the Dodonean orae1e to the Athenians 
commanding that on a certain day all the people, slaves as well as free-

F 

• 
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not without a Deity indeed, for Mereury was supposed 
to proteet his thefts. He was permitted and eneouraged 
to offer gifts to his master's householcf Gods, and to 
pray to them for blessings on his master's store, in 
whieh he had the same sort of interest as the ox. The 

• 

festival of Saturn, the God of the primitive and eon-
quered raees from whom many of his class had sprung, 
brought him a season of ehartered equalityand license 
. ·an equality which only moeked his hopeless degrada
ti on ; a license which was the seal of his bondage, sinee 
it proved that his master's power was seeure. That 
despotism, whether soeial or politieal, must be strong', 
whieh can affo~d to allow its slaves a Saturnalia. 

It will be seen, then, that the Hebrew law do es no 
small or common thing for the Slave when it makes 
him a member of the Congregation, and expresslyen
joins that he shaIl take part with the freeman in the 
most solemn acts of national worship. "And t~ou 
shalt keep the feast of weeks unto the Lord thy God 
with a tribute of a freewill offering of thine hand, 
which thou shalt gi ve unto the Lord thy God, aeeord
ing as the Lord thy God hath blessed thee: and thou 
shalt rejoiee before the Lord thy God, thou, and thy . 
son, and thy daughter, and tky manservant, and thy 

maidsel'vant, and the Levite thatis within thy gates, 
and the stranger, and the fatherless, and the widow, 
that are among you, in the pIaee which the Lord thy 
God hath chosen to pIaee His name there. And thou 
shalt remember that tlwu wa8t a bond1J'tan in Egypt: 

• 
men, should wear chaplets and rest (uTEcpaV7}cpopEtV 1((12 tALVVEIV) on a cer· 
tain day: but this is little more than loosing the ox from the plough • 

• 

• 
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and thou shalt observe and do these statutes. Thou 
shalt observe the feast of tabernacles seven days; after 
that thou, hast gathered in thy corn and thy wine: 
and thou shalt rejoice in thy feast, thou, and thy son, 
and thy daughter, and thy manservant, and thy ma£d
servant, and the Levite, the stranger, and the father
less, and the widow, that are within thy gates. Seven 
days shalt thou keep a solemn feast unto the Lord 
thy God in the place which'the Lord shall choose: 
because the Lord thy God shall bless thee in all thine 
increase, and in all the works of thine hands, therefore 
thou shalt surely rejoice. Three times in a year shall 
all thy males appear before the Lord thy God in the 
place which He shall choose; in the feast of un
leavened bread, and in the feast of weeks, and in the 
feasfoftabernacles: and they shall not appear before 

• 

the Lord empty: every man shall give as he is able, 
, . 

according to the blessing of the Lord thy God which 
lIe hath given thee n." , 

The bondman came up to stand with the freeman 
before the Lord. The gift of the bondman wa~ mingled 

• 

with that of the freeman, and was equally accepted. 
Perfect religious equality was thus proclaimed, and 
that in. a Commonwealth of which religion was the 

, 

foundation, and of which Jehovah was King. No cruel 
division of classes, no aristocratic pride on one side, 
or degradation on the other, could well hold its ground 
against such a law. 

The place' of the festival is to be "that which the 
Lord shall choose;" and to that place the bond

D Deut. xvi. 10 17. 

, 

. " 
, 

, 

, 
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• 

man is to come, whatever inconvenience his absenee . 
from bome may cause to his master: the interests of 
the master being in this case, as in the case of the Sab
bath, set aside with a high hand in favour of the slave's 
interest as a moral being, and of the claims of religion. 

And the bondman of a priest ministering in holy 
things was not to be a mere "slave of the temple." 
Whatever measure of sanctityattached to the rest of 
the priest's household was to attach also to hirn. "There 
shall no stranger eat of the holy thing: a sojourner 
of the priest or an hired servant shall not eat of the 
holy thing. But if the priest buy any soul with his 
money, he shaH eat of it, and he that is born in his 
house: they shall eat of his meato." 

Still more rnomentous perhaps than the ordinance 
which rnakes the slave apartaker with the rest of the 
nation iI;1 its public worship, is the ordinance which 
makes him apartaker wi th the rest of the family in 

• 

the Passover : " This is the ordinance of the Passover : 
There shall no stranger eat thereof: but every man's 
servant that' is bought for money, w hen thou hast 
circumcised him, then shaH he eat thereofp." The 

'. , - . 

Lawgiver goes on 'to enact that "a foreigner and an 
hired servant shaH,not eat thereoft as though to make 

-
it clear that the reason why the bondrnan is to partake 
is that he is in the fullest sense a member of the family . 

• 

No one could eat of the passover who had not been 
circumcised; but, as we have seen before, the head of 
a family was required by the command originally given :~! 

, to Abraham to circumciseall his household, " whetlier 
• 

o J~evit. xxii. 10. p Exod. xii. 43. 
, 

• 
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born in his house or bought with his moneyq." And 
"in the selfsarne day was Abraham circumcised, and 
Ishmael his son. And all the men of his house, born 
in the house, anc1 bought with. DlOney of the stranger, 
were circumcised with him." The servants whom 
Abraham had bought with his money must have beea 
strangers to 'his blood and that of his tribe. We know 
that in heathen communities, during the oarly period 
of their history, membership of the community de
pended on killship by blood, real or traditional. A cer
tain number of Families or Houses, the members of 
which claimed a common ancestor, made up the Tribe, 

• 

and a certain·number of rrribes made up the Common-
wealth. When the circle was first enlarged, it was by 

, 

adoption. Not to be a member of a farnily and tribe 
• 

was to be a political outcast r • The families or houses 
were bound together by religious rites, participation 
in which was the sign and test of membership. Primi. 
ti ve Rome \Vas the most striking type of this order of 
things. Eut pdmitive Athens also afforded a~ in. 
stanee of it. In the same way the Hebrew Common .. 
wealth, in the time of Moses, consists of familie~ or 

• 
• 

houses, grouped into tribes, the family and the tribe 
alike being the offspring of a common ancestor. In 
the Numbering of the people they are taken by their 
tribes, and then numbered " by their generations, after 
their families, by the house of their fathers.", The 
family or house is the elementary group and the basis 
of the whole .. " It may be affirmed," says Professor 

q Gen. xvii. 13. 
• 

• 
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l\faine s, "of early commonwealths, that their citizens 
considered all the groups in which they clnimed mem-
bership to be fcundcd on oommOll lineage." " m' .. ~ne 

history of political ideas, " says the same writer, "be
gins in fact with the assumption that kinship in blood 
is the sole possible ground of community in political 
functions; nor is there any of those subversions of 

• 

, 

feeling which we emphatically term revolutions, so 
startling and so complete as the change which is ac-

• 

complished when some other principle such as that, 
for instance, of !oeal cont(rJltity establishes itself fQr the 

, 

first time as the basis of common political action." 
The revolution of which Professor l\laine here spoaks 
was effected both at Rome and at Athens by struggles 
between the men of the privileged lineage and those 
who were strangers to it, which shook the Com mon- ' 

, 

wealth to its centre : and the family rites, from their 
hereditary character, were a stronghold of exclusion, 
and made religion a source of division and injustice 
in the State. 

Åmong the Hebrews, the rite of circumcision ad· 
ministered to all alike, and the participation of the 
whole household in the family rite of the Passover, . 

, 

combined with the law requiring the presence of all 
males at the 'solemn seasons before the Lord, effectually 

, 

incorporated even the foreign slave into the commu-
nit y, without doing v:i olenee to the ideas on .which, at 
that eriod, society was necessarily based. 

, 

The fitness of the' Pass over especially for this great 
• 

• 

• 9 Ancient Law, p. 129 • 

, 

• 
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social purpose is very striking. It stands in marked 
, contrast not only to the mock association of the slave 

with the master in the Suturnu:lia, but to sacrifices 
offered by the heud of a family as its priest on lJehalf 
of the household. It is a holy meal at which the 
master must eat with the slave: its religious meaning 
is such as to secure that participation in it sha11 be 
a serious bond: it links together all who partake in it, 
by the memory of the most solemn ev~nt in the national , 
history, to the destinies of the nation: it reculls the 
time when all the members of that nation were alil\:e ' 

, . ' 

bondmen of the stranger in a foreign land. Never, 
surely, did Providence so thwart ita own design, if the 
design of Providence was to widen and perpetuate the 
distinction between the freeman and the slave. 

In America the slave is made a Christian in a sen se of 
which we may have more to say hereafter. But practically 
he can scarcely be said to _ belong to the same Church 
any more than to the same State with his lnaster. He 
sometimes sits in a separate part of the same place of 

, worship, and recei ves the Communion separately frolu 
the same hands. But genera11y speaking, his religious 
exe~.cises are earried on apart in his own quarters . 

• 

, l\fr. Olmsted says; that "though family prayers were ' 
he~d in severai of the fifty planters' houses in 1\'Iissis
sippi and Alabama, in which he passed a night, he 
never in a single instance saw a field-hand attend, or 
join in the devotion ,of the familyt." Å friend of the 
present writer staying in the house of a planter who 

t A J ourn~y in the Back Country, p. 108. 
, 

, 

, 

, 

, 
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was 11 religious man, was surprised to find that the 
servants did not come to prayers ll. 

Slavery, in Greece and at Rome, may in the earliest 
titnes havo beon a. social necessity and a. sound relation, 
as it was in tho Patriarchal East. But in more civilized 
times it becmllo n. Inanifest wrong: und then theories 
were invented to appease the moral misgivings of the 
sluve-owners by shewing that the wrong which conduced 
so much to their adva.ntage, when viewed by the eye 

• 

of reason, was the perfection of right v. rfhe philosophic 
Greek feigned that there were certain races of lneu; 
doomed by their natural inferiority to be tho slaves of 
the superior race; and among the races so doomed he 
included some which were of the same stock as him
self, and certa~nly would have included those which 
have become the founders of modern civilization x, The 

u If I am told tlmt the negroes nro treated, in the matter of public 
worship or in other mntter~, as n PIU'iuh cluss in the North as well as 
in the South, I must UI\SWCl' thnt. the thing hCl'e discussed is llot the 
consist('ncy of the N ortb, but the vlllillity of n. plen for slnvcry put for
ward by the South. I llIny udd that the degradation inflicted by slavery 
in the South must naturully cling to the negro, except in the eyes of 
very high-minded mon, in the North. }<'UI'thcr, I would ask, arc those 
who maltreat the negro in the North the enemies or the friends of 
slavery? And if they nrc the enemics of slavery, is their conduct the 
consequence of their principles or a departure from UlCm ? 

v See Maine's Anci(lllt Law, p. 162. . 
, 

x A gentlemnn who was among my audience at :Manchester, amI hns 
done me the honour to send me some critiCisms on the lecture, complains 
thnt I did not notice the inferiority of the negro race, which seems to 
him to be "a mutter of fact" grcut1y afl'ectiug the question. 'I'he in-
feriority of the negro cannot be more manifest to him, than Ids infe-
riority and the consequent propriety of making him a slave would have 
been to Aristotle, the futher of natural science. 'Vhat mce would not 
be "inferior" while it was kept in a state of degradation P 

-, , 

, 
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.. '" 

Roman, a soldier and a lawyer, pretellded that servi
tude was the ranSOlll paid by the vUllquished for a li fe 
legn.lly forfeited to the victor in wur. The Americull 
Sla,ye-owner, sinee he has east off. shame, and OInbraced 

• 

us good that which he once excused as a transicllt evil, 
has borrowed the theory of tho Groek; and he has so far 
improved upon it as to nssert tlmt a negro is not a mauY : 

Ull nssertioll which, if he roally believod it, would take 
away a shade of durkness from his eruelty only to add 
a deeper shade of darklless to his lust. All those 
theories tond to ratify the degradation of t.he sluve, and 
t.hoso which describe his lot us an ordinauce of nature 

• 

toud to make it unchangeuble' and hopeless. . Dut in 
the Old Testament we have no. theory or suggestion of. . 

• 

the kind. On the cOlltrary, t.he I-Iebrew master is of ten 
remiuded that he was hiIilself brought "out of the 
house of bondage," and adjured, by that remembrallce, 
to love lnercy and do justice. 

Did the Hebrew Lawgiver el~courage, or did he dis-
• 

courage, the niultiplication of Slaves? 'V o have seen 
already that he providcd for the eonstallt reduetion of 
their number by requiring that cvery Hebl'mv bond-

'. 

y "The widc-sprcad dclusion tllllt Sonthern institutions are an evil, 
and thcir cxtcnsion dl\ugerous the not ion so prevalent nt the North 
tlmt there is Il real alltl\gonism, or tlmt the system ot' the South is hos
tile to N orthel'll interests ; the weakelled Union 8cntilllent, and the 
utter debn.uchment, the absolute traitorism of 1\ portion of the Northcrn 
people, not only to the Union but to Democrll.tic institutions and to the 
causa of civilizlltion on this Continent j all theso with the minor and 
most iunumeruble mischiefs that this mighty world-wide imposture has 
engendered or drags in its midst, rest. ,~pon the dogma, the single 

• 

,- aS8\iinptioii~' the sole elementary foundation falsehood, that a negro is 
a black mun." 

• , , , . 

• 

• 
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man should be set free in the seventh year, and that, 
if he had brought a wife and children with him into 
bondage, he should take them out with him. This, 
however, is not all. We may reckon four principal 
sources from which the nations of antiquity derived 
their slaves: (l) Conquest, which was the greatest source 
of all; (2) Piracy and kidnapping, which was a great 
source of slaves in early times among the Gree}{s, and 
in later times at Rome; (3) Penal servitude for crime, 
whieh was a less but still a considerable source; 
(4) Debt, whieh, under harsh laws, made the debtor, 
in default of payment, the slave of the creditor. The' 
early period of Roman history is filled, as is well known, 
with the troubles caused by the cruelty of .creditors, 
who, having lent money to the pOOL' at usurious in
terest, seized for the debt the property, the families, 

, 

and the persons of their insolvent debtors. This was in 
faet the source of a desperate conflict between ciasses, 
ending,in a great political revolution. The same thing 

• 
took place in Attica, where multitudes of the peasant 
proprietors, overwhelmed with debts contracted by 
borrowing money of the rich at a high rate of in-

, 

terest, had not only lost their holdings, which they 
bad mortgaged for the money, but were themselves 
being sold in to slavery ; till at last affairs carue to a 
desperate crisis, and the government was put, with 
extraordinary powers, in to the hands of Solon, who 

, 

could only curethe evil by a moderate use of the 
sponge. The lower orders in ancient Gaul bad been 
in like manner' red uced by debt to become, bondmen to 
the nobility when the Romans entered the country, and 
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tbere can be little doubt that this degradation of the 
mass of the people must have aided the arms of the 
invader. The Hebrew nation was liable to the same 

• 

evil. "Now there cried a certain woman of the wives 
of the sons of the prophets unto Elisha; saying, Thy 
servant my husband is dead ... and the creditor is 
come to take unto him my tw'o sons to be bondmen z." 

N ow (l) as to war, we have seen that the Hebrew 
Lawgiver, without forbidding war, practically dis
couraged it; and that he almost prohibited conq uest 

• 

by prohibiting the means of it, forced service in 
war, and a standing army of chariots and horsemen a: 

(2) as to kidnapping, he ellacts that not ollly the 
stealer of a man, but the receiver of a man who has 
been stolen, shall be pUllished with death b: (3) as to 
penal servitude, we have seen the single instance in 

z 2 Kings iv. 1. • 

a Tbat is, of course, when they had once conquered the land of 
Canaan. And, as the Canaanites were to be destroyed, this conquest 
would not be a source of slaves, like those of the Dorians and other tri bes 

. who reduced the old inhabitants of the conquered country to bondage. 
This is not the place to discuss the tremendous moral questions con· 
nected with the penal destruetion of the Canaanites. But it may be 
remarke(l that had they been spared and rb~llced to slavery, the result, 
judging from analogy, would have been the deep corruption of the 
Chosen I>eople. \Vith abundance of slave labour, the Jews \Vould not 
have taken to industry, nor have acquired the virtues which industry 
alone can produce and guard. Their fate would have beell iike that of 
the Turks and other conquering bordes of the East, which, the rush of 
conquest once over, not being forced to labour, bave sunk into mere 
sloth and abject sensuality. And if the morals of the Canaanites are 
truly painted in tbe Pentateueh, the possession of sueh slaves \vould 

. ( have been depravillg in the highest degree. 
b "And he that :-;tealt!th a llJan, and selleth him, or if he be found in 

his h~nd, he shull surely be put to death." Exod. :xxi. 16 • 
• 

• 
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which he prescribes it, his general penalties for secondary 
offences being fines and corporal punishment: and (4) 
he absolutely forbids the lending of money upon usury 
to a brother in want, the source of the debts :'which 

• 

crushed the Attic and Roman peasantry, and caused 
them and their families to become slaves. "lf thou 
lend money to any of 1\1:y people that is poor by thee, 
thou shalt not be to him as an usurer, neither shalt thou 
lay up on him usury c." "And jf thy brother be waxen 
poor, and fallen in decay with thee; then thou shalt re
lieve him: yea, though he be a stranger, or a sojourner; 
that he may live with thee. 'l'ake thou no usury of 
him, or increase: but fear thy God; that thy brother" 
may live with thee. Thou shalt not give him thy 
money upon usury, nor lend him thy victuals for in
crease. I alll the Lord your God, which brought you 
forth out of the land of Egypt, to give you the land of' 
Canaan, and to ·be your God d." Laws against usury 
are absurd in t~ø present state of society. But in the 
state of society with which the Hebrew Lawgiver had 
to deal, they might, as we learn from the example of 
Greece and Rome, be the salvation of the people. 

The first step towards the enslaving of the peasant's 
person at Rome and Athens was the mortgaging and 
forfeiture of his little plot of land. Against this like
wise the Hebrew lawgiver guards. "The land shall 
not be sold for ever: for the land is Mine; for ye are 
.strangers and sojo'urners with l\fe. And in all the land 
of your possession. ye shaH grant· a redemption for the 
land. lf thy brother be waxen poor, and hath ~old away 

/ 

c Exod. xxii. 25. d Le\'it. xxv. 35 38. 

• 

• • 

• 

• • • 
• 

• 

• 
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some of his possession, and if any Qf his kin come to 
redeem it, then shall he redeem that which his brother 
sold. And if the man have none to redeem it, and 
bimself be able to redeem it; then let him count the 
years of the sale thereof, and restore the overplus unt o 
the man to whom he sold it; that he may. return unto 
his possession. But if he be not able to restore it to 
hiln, tllen that which is sold shall remain in the hand 
of him that hath bought it until the year of jubile: 
• 

and in the jubile it shall go out, and he shall return 
unto his possession e." . 

This law, like that against retaining a brother in 
bondage, though not regularly observed, did not be
come a dead letter. We have its practical elfect in 
Nehemiah, ch. v.: "And there was a great cry of the 
people and of their wives against their brethren the 
J ews. For there were that said, We, our sons, and our 
daughters, are many: therefore we take up corn for 
them, that we may eat, and live. Some also there were 
that said,We have mortgaged our lands, vineyards, and 
houses, that we might buy corn, because of the dearth. 
There were also that said, We have borrowed money for 
the King's tribute, and that upon our lands and vine
yards. Yet now our flesh is as the flesh of our brethren, 
our children as tbeir children: and, lo, we bring into 

, 

bondage our sons and our daughters to be servants, 
and some of Dur daughters are brought into bondage 

• 

already: neither is it in our power to redeem them; 
for other men have our lands and vineyards. And I 
was very angry w hen I heard their cry and these 

• 

eLevit. xxv. 23 28. 

• 
• 

• 
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words. Then I consulted with myself, and I rebuked 
the nobles, and the rulers, and said unto them, Ye exact 
usury, every one of his brother. And I set a great 
assembly against them. And I said unto them, We 
after our ability have redeemed our brethTen the J ews, 
which were sold unto the heathen ; and will ye even 
seil your brethren? or shall they be sold unto us? 
Then held they their peace, and found nothing to 
answer. Also I said, It is not good that ye do: ought 
ye not to walk in the fear of our God becauqe of the 
reproaeh of the heathen our enemies ? I likewise, and 

,my brethren, and my servants, might expeet of them 
moneyand corn: I pray you, let us leave off this usury. 
Restore, I pray you, to them, even this day, their 
lands, their vineyards, their oliveyards, and their 
houses, also the hundredth part of the money, and 
of the corn, the wine, and the oil, that ye exaet of 
them. Then said they, vVe will restore them, and 
will req uire nothing of them; so will we do as thou 
sayest." 

The Hebrew Lawgiver founds a people of peasant 
proprietors, among whom the land is equally divided. 
Sueh seemed the surest way of producing a moral, re

, ligious, and patriotie nation. And the paramount ob
jeet of the property law is to preserve these peasant 
proprietors, and prevent their homesteads from being 

. engrossed, as the homesteads of the peasant proprietors 
in Italy were engrossed, by the rich eapitalists, H who 
join house to house and lay fleld to field, tiIl there be 
no plaee, that they may be placed alone in the midst 
of the earth." "The Land is ~Iine" warns off the 

• 

, 
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cupidity of the capitalist, and places each litt-le in
heritance under the guardianship of God. But a sys
tem of small properties is not only adverse, but fat~l, 
to slave1 culture, which can be profitably carried on 

• 

only by large gangs of slaves working upon great' 
estates, like the. Roman latijundia or the plantations of 
the South. 

The interests of the free 'labourer are guarded with 
as much care as that of the small proprietor. " Thou 
shalt not defraud thy neighbourJ neither,:,rob him: the 
wages of him thai is hired shall not abide with thee all 
night until the morning f." "Thou shalt not oppress 
an hired servant that is poor and needy, whether he 
be of thy brethren, or of thy strangers that are in thy 
land within thy gates: at his day thou shalt gi ve him 
his hire, neither shall the sun go down upon it; for 
he is poor, and setteth his heart upon it: lest he cry 
against thee unto the Lord, and it be sin unto thee g." 

• 

The spirit of these precepts lived in the nation. Jere-
miah denounces "W oe unto him that buildeth his 
house by unrighteousness, and his chambers by wrong ;, 
that useth his neighbour's service with :mt wages, and 
giveth him not for his work h/' And so in ~ralachi 
(iii. 5)" "I will come ne ar to you to judgment; and I 

, 

will be a swift witness against the sorcerers, and against 
t.he adulterers, and against false swearers, and again.st 
tl/,Ose tllat oppre88 the llireling in his wage8, the widow:r 
and the fatherless, and that turn aside the stranger from 

• 

his right, and fear not ):[e, saith the Lord of hosts." 
To "use your neighbour's service without wages," and 

f Levit. xix. 13. g Deut. xxiv. 14, 15. h Jer. xxii. 13. 

, 
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thereby degrade t.he free labourer in to aserf, was the 
practice of feudal kings and tyrants as weU as of the 

• 

Oriental despots round Judæa .. The Statutes of La-
bourers passed by the feudal Parliaments of England 
to compel the Labourer to serve at old rates in spite 
of a rise 'in prices and in the value of labour, were 
an instance of a kind of oppression which has widely 
prevailed when the lower classes have been in the 
power of the higher. And these parts of the Mosaie 
law are not to be re ad as vague moral precepts or 
general sentiments, but as specific provisjons pointed 
against the besetting evils of society in that age. 

The following law also shews the most tender and 
touching care for the interests, and even for the dignity, 
of the poor man: "When thou dost lend' thy brother 
anything, thou shalt not go into his house to fetch his 
pledge. Thou shalt stand abroad, and the man to 
whom thou dost lend shall bring out the pledge abroad 

• 

unto thee. And if the man be poor, thou shalt not 
sleep with his pledge: in any case thou shalt deliver 
him the pledge again when the sun goeth down, that 
he may sleep in his own raiment, and bless thee: and 
it shall be righteousness unto thee before the Lord 
thy Godi." 

" If there be among you a poor man of one of thy 
brethren within any of thy gates in thy land which 
the JJord thy God giveth thee, thou shalt not harden 
thine heart, nor shut thine hand from thy poor bro
ther: but thou shalt open thine hand wide uuto him; 
and shalt surely lend him sufficient for his need, in 

I Dent. xxiv. 10 13. 

• 

• 

• 

, 
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that which he wallteth. Beware that there be not 
a tholJght in thy wicked heart, saying, The sevcnth 
year, the year of relcase, is at hand; and thine eye 
be evil against thy poor brother, and thou givest him 
nought; and he cry unto the Lord against ·thee, and it 

• 

be sin unto thec. Thou shalt surely give him, and 
thine heart shall not be grieved whcn thou givest unto 
him: because that for this thing the Lord thy God 
shall bless thce in all thy works, and in all that thou 
puttest thine hand unto. For the poor shall never 
cease out of the land: therefore I command thee, say-

• 

ing, Thou shalt open thine hand wide unto thy bro-
ther, to thy poor, and to thy needy, in thy land k." 
This and the like precepts of charity and liberality all 
tend not only to save the poor from the destitution 
which led to bondage, but to throw round their per
sons a religious sanctity which would guard them from 
the indignity of being made serfs or slave']. The same 
is the tendency of the injunctions in favour of the 
gleaner : "When thou cuttest down thine harvest in 
thy fleld, and hast for got a sheaf in the field, thou 
shalt not go. again to fetch it: it shall be for the 
stranger, for the fatherless, and for the widow: that 
the Lord thy God may bless thee in all the work of 
thine hands. 'Vhen thou beatest thine olive tree, 
thou shalt not go over the boughs again: it shall be 
for the stranger, for the fatherless, and for the widow. 
'Vhen thou gatherest the grapes of thy vineyard, thou 
shalt not glean it afterward: it shaU be for the stranger, 
for the fatherless, and for the widow. .A.nd thou shalt 

• 

. k Deut. xv. 7 n. • 

G 
• 
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remember that thon wast a bondman in the land of 
Egypt: therefore I command thee to do this thing 1

." 

The ordinance requiring the appointment of regular 
judges throughout the nation, and enjoining them to 
"judge righteously between every man and his bro
ther," "not to respect persons in jndgment," "not to 
·be afraid of the face of man, for the judgment is 
God's," would also, besides its more obvious benefit, 
tend to preserve the independence of the poor; since 
it assured them the protection of the law in place of 
the protection of gre at men, which in unsettled and 
dangerous times ~hey are tempted to purchase, and in 
the early feudal period did habitually purchase, at the 

• 

price of their personalliberty. 
" Let our Legislature," says The Soutlwrn Demoerat, 

"pass a law that whoever will take these parents, 
(parents unable to educate their children out of their 
own pockets,) and take care of them and their off spring , 
in sickness and in health, clothe th81ll,' feed them, and 
house them, shaH be legaUy entitled to their services." 
"We have got," says the same journal, "to hating 
everything with the prefix free, from free llegroes up 
and down through the whole catalogue, free farrns, 
free labour, free society, free wiH, free thinking, and 
free 8chools. But the worst of all these abominations 

• 

is the modern system of free 8chools/' " We have 
asked the North," says The Riclunond Inqw:rer, "has 

•• 

:r;tot the experiment of universal liberty failed, are not 
the evils of free society insufferable P Still no answer ~ 
Their universal silenee is a conclusi ve proof, added to 

I Dent. xxiv. 19 22 . 
• 
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many others we have furnished, that free society in the 
long run is an impracticable form of society. It is 
everywhere starving, demoralizing, and insurrectionary. 
Policy and humanity alike forbid the extension of the 
evils of free society to new people and coming genera
tions." Free soC(iety, according to a kindred authority, 
is nothing but "a conglomeration of greasy mechanics, 
filthy operatives, small-fistcd farmers, and moonstruck 
theorists." 

• 

It appears that the author of the Hebrew Law was 
not of this opinion. It appears from his enactments 
that he did not think free labour, to use the phrase of 
another Southern writer, "the great cancer" and" the 
offensive fungus" of civilized societym, though he was 
as well aware as any advocate of Slavery that the lot 
of the free labourer ,vas precarious, and ffiat the poor 
would be always in the land. 

" 

m "The institution of s1avery operates by contrltst and comparison ; 
it elevates the tone of the superior, adds to its (sic) refinemellt, allows 
more time to cultivate the mind, exalts the standard in moraIs, manners, 

• 
and intellectual endowments; operates as a safety vah'e for the evil-dis-
posed, leaving the upper race purer, while it reaHy preserves from 
degradation, in the scale of civilization, the inferior, which we see is 
their uniform destiny when left to t11emselves. The slaves constitute 
essentially the lowest class, and society is immeasurahly benefited hy 
having this class, which constitutes the offensive fungus, the great cancer 
of civilized life a vast burden and expense to every community under 
survei11ance and control; and not only so, but under "directioll as an 
efficient agent to promote the general welflll'0. and increase the wealth 
of the community. The history of the world furnishes no institution 
under similar management, where so much good actually results to 
the governors and the governed as this in the Southern States of 
North"America." From an Address on Climatolo9!}, before the Academy 
of Science, by Dr_ Barton of New Orleans, quoted by Mr. Ohnsted, 
Journeys and Exploratio1l8, vol. ii. p. 277. " " 

" 

• 
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In one thing, however, the Arnerican Slave-owner 
and the IIebrew Lawgiver are agreed. Both think, and 
with good reason, that Slavery and Free Labour can
not well cXlst together. The Hebrew Lawgiver there-

, 

fore takes measures to diminish Slavery in his country. 
The American Slave-owner proposes tp put an end to 
the freedom of labour all over the world. 
, There is one thing more to be mentioned. Decisive 

experience has shewn that Slavery cannot hold its 
ground without a fugitive slave law. N ow the law of 
Moses says, "Thou shalt not deliver unt o his master 
the servant which is escaped from his master unto 
thee: He shalI dwell with thee, even among you, in 
that place which he shall choose in one of thy gates, 
where it liketh him best: thou shalt not oppress him n." 

Southern theologians try to got rid of the apparent 
immorality of this pass age by rnaintaining that it 
relates only to slaves who have fled from a foreign 
country. It is difficult to see any ground for this 
gloss, more especially as even in heath en Greece the 
right of asylum in certain temples was allowed, alone of 
religious privileges, to the slave. But suppose it were 
so, the law would in effect enjoin the IIebrews to risk 
a quarrel and perhaps a war wit.h a foreign country 
rather than give up fngitive slaves. A sin gular mode 
of impressing the sanctity and benen.cence of Slavery 
on their minds. . 

Lastly, let us ask what was the practical effect of the 
l\fosaic legislation in the matter of Slavery ? 'Vas the . 
nation of Moses a Slave Power? 

nDeut. xxiii. 15, 16 . 

• 
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The social marks of a Slave State lie on the surface. 
o 

, 

At Athens we have the slaves running away by thou .. 
sands to an invader when he takes post in the country. 
"'\Ye have the shives in the mines of Laurium rising, 
seizing the fortress of Sunium, and holding out there 
against their masters. At Sparta we have the servile 
population taking advantage of an earthquake to break 
out in desperate insurrection; and on another occasion 
the governIllent takes off by secret assassination two 
thousand I-Iclots, whose valour, displayed in its own 
nlilitary service, it sees reason to fear 0. At Rome we 
have a series of the most sanguinary servile wars; and' 
after the final victory of the masters the road from 
nome tq Capua is garnished with sixteen thousand 
crosses, 'on which writhe the bodies of the vanquished 
slaves. rrhe serfdOlu of the ~Iiddle Ages was signalized 

, 

by the J acquerie, the Peasants' vVar, and the revolt of 
the English villains under 'Vat Tyler. There were fre
quent disturbances among the slaves in our vVest In
dian colonies. There was a dreadful insurrection in 
St. Domingo. There have been insurrections in the 
Southern States; and the panics caused by them among 
the whites have led to cruel reigns of terror P• 

o Thucyd. iv. 80. 
I' One of' these reigns of terror is thus described hy a slave: "It 

was a grand opportunity for the low whites, who had no negroes of 
their own to scourge. They exulted in such a chance to exercise a little 
brief authority, and shew their s'!.bserviency to the slave-holders; not 
reflecting that the power which trampled on the coloured people also 
kept themselves in poverty, ignorance, and moral degradation. Those 
who never witnessed such scenes can hardly believe what I know was 
inflicted at this time on innocent men, women, and children, against 
whom there was not the slightest ground for suspicion. Coloured people 

o 

• 
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Not only 80, but over Slave States there has always 
. brooded an atmosphere charged with the fear which 

• 

springs from the consciousness of a great wrong. The 
laws and customs of Sparta, for fear of the Helots, 
-were those of a city in a perpetual state of siege. 
Wbatever may have been the exact nature of the 
Crypteia, it certainly was an· instrument of terrorism 
put in action each year against the servile class. 
Plato himself, when, not without a deep moral pang, 
he has acquiesced in the necessity of Slavery, sanctions 
the inhuman policy of mixing together as much as 

• 

possible slaves of different races and languages, that 
they may not be able to communicate and conspire 
with each other. Tbis policy, and that of encouraging 

and slaves who lived in remote parts of the town suffered in an especial 
manner. In some cases the searchers scattered powder and shot o.mong 
their clotbes, and then sent other parties to find tbem, and bring them 
forward as proof that they were plotting insurrection. Everywhera 
men, women, and children were whipped till the blood stood in puddles 
at their feet. Some received five hundred lashes ; others were tied 
hands and feet, and tortured with a bucking padtlle, which blisters the 
skin terribly. The dwellings of the coloured people, unless they hap
pened to be protected by some influential white person, who was nigh 
at band, were robbed of clothillg and every thing else the marauders 
thought worth carrying away. All day long these unfeeling wretchcs 
went round, like a troop of demons, terrifying and tormentillg the help
less. At night, they formed themselvcs into patrol bands, and went 
wherever they chose among the coloured people, acting out their brutal 
will. women hid themselves in woods and swamps, to keep out 
of tbeir way. Jf any of the husbands or fathers told of these outrages, 
they were tied up to the public whipping-post, and cmelly scourged for 
telling lies about white men. The consternation was universal. No 
two people that had the slightest tinge of colour in their faces dared to 
be seen talking together."- The IJeeper Wrong; or, Incidents in the 
Lij'e of a Slave Girl. Written b9 Herselj'. Edited bli L. Maria 
Ckild, pp. 98, 99. . 

• 
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dissensions among them, were in fact parts of the eco
nomic system of antiquity. The Roman was, as usual, 
plain in his sentiments and practical in his measures. 
"So many slaves," he said, "s~ many enemies;" and 
it was a maxim of the Roman writers on agriculture 
that" a good watch-dog ought not to be on too friendly 
terms with his fellow-slavp.s." The Senate feared to 
let the slaves wear the same dress, lest they should 
become conscious of their own numbers. If a master 
was found dead, every slave in the household was at 

• 

once, and without trial put to death: and the number 
• • 

of victims on one occasion to this horrible safeguard of 
tyranny was no less than four hundred. Of the rela
tions in which the feudal lords as a class stood to their 
serfs, the Statute-book of the later Plantagenets and the 
earlier Tudors is the record. In the Southern States 
the law forbids the education of slaves, a precaution 
which goes beyond the cruel fear of the Roman slave
owner; for at Rome not only was the education of 

• 

slaves freely permitted, but many of them received the 
highest education, and were employed in callings of 
the most intellectual kind. The jealousy of the police 
in the Slave States, as described by Mr. Olmsted q, 

• 

also marks the constant presence of a great social 
danger. "In Richmond, and Charleston, and New 
Orleans," says that writer, "the citizens are as care
less and as gay as in Boston or London, and their 
servants a thousand times as childlike and cordial to 
all appearance, in their relations with them, a~ our 
servants are with us. But go to the bottom of this 

• • 

q A Journey to the Back Country, p. 443. 

• 
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security and dependence, and you come to police ma
chinery, such as you neYer find in towns under free 
government; citadels, sentries, passports, gl'ape-shotted 
cannon, and daily public whippings of the subjects for 

• 

accidental infractions of police ceremonies. I hap-
pened myself to sec nl0re direct expression of tyranny 
in a single day and night' at Charleston than at Naples 
in a week; and I found that more than half the inha-:
bitants of this town were subject to arrest, imprison
ment, and barbarous punishment) if found in the streets 
without a passport after the evening gun-fire. Similar 
precautions and sinlilar customs may' be discovered in 
every larger town in the South.'" Mr. Olmsted says 
that it is not in reality much better in the rural dis
tricts: that the apparent freedonl of the slaves in those 
districts is the apparent freedom of" convicts in a dock
yard, an armed force, invested with more arbitrary and 
cruel power than any police in Europe, being always 
ready to act if not always in service. He adds that 

• 

the security of the whites, however, depends less on the 
• 

patrols than on the instinctive, habitual, and constant 
surveillance exercised by all the whites over all the 
blacks. fIe has seen a gentleman without commission 
or authority oblige negroes to shew their passports, 
merely because he did not recognise them as belonging 
to any of his neighbours. He has seen a white girl, 
twel ve years old, stop a black man on the public road, 

• • 

. demand to know whither he was going, and by whose 
authority, order him back to his plantation, and when 
he demurred, threaten to have him whipped. Fear 
has even driven the American Slave-owners into prac-

-
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tices which rival in cruclty the Roman practice of 
crucifying slaves. A slave who had killed his master 
"was roasted ali ve at a slow fire on the spot of the 

• 

murder, in the presellce of lnuny thollsand slaves, 

dri yen to the ground from all the ac1joining counties; 
and when at length his life went out, the fire \Vas in
tonsified until his body \Vas in ashes, whieh were scat

tered to the winds anel trampled under foot r ." nl[r. 

Olm sted gives the words of newspnpers, even news
papers whieh from their moc1eration lie under the 

• 

reproaeh of abolitionism, justifying sneh burnings of 
negroes as aets at onee deliberate and indispensablc. 
One editor, a ~fethodist preaeher, says, "that the pun
ishment was unequal to the crime, and that, had he 

been there, he would have suggested that the negro 
should be torn limb from limb with red-hot pincers, 

. and that the limbs should afterwal'ds have been burnt in 

a heap." The burning of slaves ali ve, as well as eruei
fixion, was a part of the system of terror praetised by 
the RomansB. The American master, it is said, sleeps 
with open doors. So dic1 the Roman master: his guarc1s 

were the vengeanee of his class, the stake and the 
• 

cross. 
• 

In the :First Book of Kings (i. 39), two of the ser-
vants of Shimei run away to Aehish, King of Gath. 
This, it is believed, is the sum total of the slave dis
turbances recorded in the annals of the I-Iebrew nation. 
The churlish N abal, to excuse himself for refusing hos
pitality to David and his followers, pretends to bolieve 

r Olmsted, .r ourney to the Back \VoOlls, p. 443. 
• Plaut., Capt., Ill. iv. 65. 
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that they lllHY be runaway servunts, for "there be 

mauy servallts 110W a days that break awayevery man 

from his master." Hut when wc inquire who wero 

wi th David ·in the ense of Aclullam, we HIld thnt they 

wore Juen "in distross," C( in debt," aud "discon

tl'Il1ed,". not runa ",ay sla. ves t. 

~rhe t'collomical marks of a. Slave St.ate ure nlmost 

as ell'ar as its political mal'ks. "rrhc grent plantat-ions," 

(Irr![liflulia,) says a Homan "Titcr, "have ruiucd Italy, 
• 

Hnd they are ruining t.he provillccS too." "Slave la-

bom'," says PlillY, "mukes bad husbnlldry, like every-
, 

t.hing that. is done by dcspah·\l." 'Yithill sixty ycitrs 

after the death of Constantine, Campunia, once the 

garden of Italy, was survl')'ed by the governmcnt., and 

nn cxcmption from taxes was granted in favonr of 

thrco hUlldl'cd und thirty thousand ueres of dosert 

land. H As the footsteps of the bnrbarians," says Gib

bon, "had not yet becn seen in Italy, the cause of this 

amnzing desolatioll whieh is recorded in the laws, can 

be ascribcd only to the mlmillistrat.ion of the Roman 

Emperors." A blight more deuelly to t.he fruitfullless 

of the land thall that of imperial admillist.ration hud becn 

t.here. In Amcl'ica, as is well kllown, Sluyery subsists 

by lllovillg forwards to fresh soil, and it leaves et desert, 

like that of l'uined Campa ni a, where it hus been. But 

the land of the Hebrews appears to have been culti

vuted wit.h a care whieh earried fertility to the hill-

tlSam. xxii. 2. Thc llllmscr\'nuts nnd lllnidservullts of the peoplc, 
on their rcturn from the Cnptivity, \\'ero in llumbcr 7,337. (Nchern. 
·vii. 67.) 

u "eoli 1'ura ab crgustulis pessilllum cst, et quicquid ngitur n de
speralltibus/' 

• 
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tops, and which bespeaks not only freo labour, but tho 

10\'0 of a. peasant proprietor for his own land. 

Solomon imposed., for his great works genorally, 

a tribute of l)ond-service on tho nations of alien blood 

whi('h wore under his sway'". But to build the Temple, 

he raised a great levy out of all Israel X: and it must 

11<1ye been a levy of freemon, since we are expressly 
, 

told that" of t.he chil(lren of Israel Solomon made no 

bonchncn." It is not probable, then, that he had a 

great amount of slave labour at his comma.1ld. Nor" 

though his palaces were great and costly, did he or 

his successors indulge in Pyramids, Labyrinths, Towers 

of Bl'lus, or any of those wasteful freaks of despotic 

archit.ecture which a grea.t command of slave labour 

naturally' inspires. The description of tho Templo, 

grand and sumptuous, but without. anything colossal 

or monstrous, bespeaks the work of freedom, which 

spares labour and seeks effect, not by nlagnitude, but 

by art Y. 'Vhcn the Temple is "repaired, under Josiah, 

the work is done by free labourers receiving wages. 

"Go up to II ilkiah the high priest, that he may sUln 

the silver which is brought into t.he house of thc Lord, 

which the keepers of the door havc gathered of the 

people: and let thClll deliver it into the hand of the \ 

doers of the work, that havc the oversight of thc house 
• 

of the Lord: and let th01n give it to thc doers of the 

" 1 K· . 91 x lb· I 13 mgs IX. .. • Il • v. . 
Y The taste of the Greeks would probably have preserved them from 

colossal extrllVugance in art under any circumstallces; but it is not 
pr<?bable thllt, at the time when the type of Greek architecture was 
fixed, the nation possessed lUany s!tlVes. 

, 

" 

, 
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'\York whieh is in the house of tJle' :Lord, to rep air the 
, 

breaches of the house Z." . 
• 

There is not, it is bclieved, in the Hebrew annuls 
finy trace of the cxistence of a sluve-market, nor any
thing else inclicating a trade in slaves. Sion, therefore, 
proba bly presented no counterpart to the uuctions and 
udvertiseJllcnts of the South. . 

In SInTe States labour is always looked up on by 
freemen as a degradation. No Spartan \Vould have 
thought of cngaging in auy work but war. Even at 
Athens, which was lllllCh less of a Slave State than 
Spurta, the nanle mechanic was, as in natiolls illfected 
with feudal sentiments, a term of reproach n. rrhe poor 
freeman at Rome despised labour, and liyed by seIling 
his suffrnge at clections, by spong-ing on a ri6h patron, 
und by the dole which he reeeived out of the tribute 
paid by the provinces to the conquering people. No 
member, however indigent, of fl. feudal aristocraey 
wouIcl have stooped to touch a plaug-h. '1'he pOQr 
whites of the South in like munner refuse to do the 
same work as the negro, aud subsist as dependallts of 
the great planters, or by occuputions whieh, howcver 
wretched and precarious, are not those of the slave. 

"Thore is not a trace of any snch sentiment in the re
cOl'ds of the Hebrew nation, any more than in those of 
its patriarehal sires. On the contrary, every mention 
of labour indieates that it was had in honour. "Blessed 
is every one that feareth the Lord; that walketh in 
His ways. For thou shalt eat the labour of thine 
hands: happy shalt thou be, and weU shall it be with 

z 9 I~' .. f '" _ \.Illgs XXll. '.I:, iJ. a. ' , a' \' ., I & 
OIl "Yo.p ,..a1laUIT01l 7'71" TEX"71" EICT71ITQ.J.l.711I, ·C. 
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thec." "'Vealth gotten by vanity shaH be dimillishcd : 
but he that gathereth by labour sha11 inerease." "And 
also that every man should eat and drink, and enjoy 
the good of all his labour, it is the gift of God." Not 
only the honoured fOllilders of the nation, as we haso 
said, but its hero es, kings, and prophets wore SOllS of 
labour, and had takcn part in the work of that class 
whieh Ameriean Shwe-owners eall the fungus and 
cancer of society. Gideon, ",hell the angel of the 
Lord appeared to him, was threshing wheut by the -
winepress b. Saul was iil search of his father's asses 
when he wns anointed king of Israel. David \Vas 'tuken 

• 

frOlll following the Bocks. Elisha was caUed froul the 
plough. AnlOs was a herdsman. 

The spirit of a slave-owning aristocracy is insolent, 
as we know by the examplc of Lacedmmon and of the 
Southcrn States. But thnt of slave-owners uuder u dcs
potism is doubly sluvish, as we know by the example of 
Imperial Rome. The spirit of the Hebrew people in . 
its dealings with ita kings is high and free. Solomon 
in all his power dees not dare to tre at theru·. ~lFi bonu-

, . 

men, and they at once break the yoke of his tyrallt 
son. Their undying patriotism, their unfailing hope 
for their country, the tenacity of national life whieh 
brings them back from Babylon and restores their 
Commonwealth and Temple, would never, it may safely 
be said, have been found in a Slave State. Nothing 
of the kind was shewn even by the indonlitable Roman 
when once his character had been corrupted by the 
possession of wealth and a multitude of slaves. 

b J udges vi. 11 • 

• 

• 

• 
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The hearts ·of the IIebrews were "hard." In luat· 
ters of social humallity and justiee they fell away from 
the bCllefie9nt preeepts of their lawgiver in their deaI· 
ings "ith thcir neighbour, as in luattcrs of religion 
they fell away from their allegiance to the true God. 
J udaism was not Christiunity, nor was J udæa Chris
tcndolll; yct it lllay perhaps be safcly said, that no 

. l 

two commullities in the history of the world have 
be en more different frOlu eneh other than the com
munity of great cnpitalists and lanclowners with thcir 
dron~s of slayes whieh eoyers the Southeru States 
of Alllcrica~ and the eOllllllullity of pcnsRllts "dwell
ing eneh under his own "ine und his owu fig
tree," and eaeh "goillg fortll to his labour ulltil the 
evening," which in the happy days of the I-Iebrew 
peoplc lay aroulld the Holy City and worshipped toge
ther in the Courts of Sion. It was amollg this pea
santry, true sons. of labour yet' free of soul, pure, 
simple-minded, religions, and thongh dcyoid of the 
wisdom of the world, not uninstl'uetecl in religion, thut 
whcn the time for the fulfilment of their lOllg-chel'ished 
hope \Vas eome~ the Sa:dour of the world appeared. 
It was from their eottages and fishing-boats that Ile 
ealled the opon and ardent naturcs, neither corrupted 
by riches nor debased by Slavery, which were destincd 
to cOllfront fl, world in the strength of eonvietioll) and 
,to bocome the founders of Christcndom . 
• 

• 

• 

• 
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SECTION IV. 

THE New Testament is. not concerned with any poli
tical or social institutions: for political and social in
stitutions belong to particular nations and particular 
phases of society. But now the fulness of til11e is 

. come. Greek and Homan conquest and Greek intel

lect have conspired together to break down the ex
elusive barriers of narrow nationality. pOll the 1110re 

l'xa1tecl minds the great truth of the universal brother

hood of mun has begun to dawn, and Cicero has ad

vanced far enough to see that the universe" is one 
great COIl11110nwealth of gods and ulan." The gods of 
the nations have been overthrown, und have left the 
hearts of nIell. open and craving for a new faith. The 
Jewish religion itself has burst its bounds and become 
active in con versioll.· Therefore the expectation of 
Israel and of tho world is fulfilled. The universal re
ligion arrives. The Chosen People htivillg done its 

appointed work in preparing the way for the .Mes
siah, merges in the people of believers throughout the 
worlel. The family which ate of the Passover opens 
out into the 110usehold of Faith. The Son of David 

• 

is the Son of ~lall. 
~ 

'Ye shall hear no lllOre, then, of social and political 
ref01'111S, such as l\{oses introduced by his code into the 
laws and customs of the Hebrew nation. Whatever is 

done will be done for the whole of mankind and for all 
time. . The present will be sacrificed without hesitation 

to the future. If it be necessary for the eternal pur-

• 

• 

• 
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pose of the Gospel, the Apostle will sub1l1it to all the 
injustice of heathcll governments, and receive martyr
dom at the hand of a Nero. If it be llcccssary for the 
same purpose, the slave of a heathen master will pa
tiently remain a slave. 

N otlling indced marks the diville character of the 
GospellllOre thall its perfect freedom frOlll any appeal 
to the spirit of politieal revolution. The Founder of 
Christiullity and His Apostles were surroundcd by 
eycl'ything whjel... could tempt human rcfornlers to 
enter on rcvolutionary courscs. Their nation was 

. grievously oppressed and shalllefully degraded. The 
rulers and prillccs of J udroa were sensual and cruel 
tyrants ; and their tyranny was supportcd by a central 
tyranny, equally eruel and sensual, which had its seat 
at ROIne. Injusticc in the form of Pilate sate on the 

. judgnlCut-seat. A foreign soldiery filled the land, 
"doing violence," "aecusing men falsoly," "not eon
tent with their wages;" and, what was worsc than all, 
stalkillg in the arrogance of conquest over the burning 
hearts of the Chosen People. So oppressive was the 
fiscal system that the name of a eollector of the taxes 
was a byeword of loathing and of shame. The distress 

. of the people was such that multitudes were ready to 
follow a toacher illto the wilderness, not for the sake of 
his words, but for the sake of a little bread. And from 
this oppression there was no appeal to remorse in the 
breast of the oppressor, or to the tribunal of a ei vilized 
world. There was no hope but in patriotie arms. Nor. 
was the nation incapuble of wielding them. The spi
rit of Gideon and of Judas l\Iaccabeus glowed in it 

• 
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still. It cherished the constant hope of a great Deli
yerer. It was ready to rise. It rose, before long, with 
an energy which, though the issue was the destruction 
of J erusnlem, shook for a moment the adamantine 
throne of Rome. And even before the last great 
struggle more than one insurgent chief was able to 
leael his thousands into the wilderness. Everything.,, __ .. 
to a human apprehension, counselled an appeal to the 
strong hand: and strong hands and brave hearts were 
ready to answer to the call. 

Nmrertheless our Lord and His Apostles said not 
• 

a word against the powers or institutions of that evil 
world. Their attitude towards them all was that of 

• 

deep spiritual hostility and of entire political submis-
sion. The dominion of a foreign conqueror, the p~esence 
of his soldiery, th~ extortions of his tax-gatherers, the 

. injustice of his judges, the iniquitous privileges of the 
conquering Ronuln, the iniquitous degradation of the 
conqliered Jew, all these, as well as slavery, are accepted _ 
with unquestioning resignation. The things which are 
Cmst1r's are rendered unto Cmsar, though Ca~sar is a 
Tiberius or a Nero. To endure patiently tlie dOlninion 
of those monsters, it has been trul v said, was the honour 

" 
of Christianity anel the dishonour of mankind. 

Had this implicit submission to political power not 
been preached by our Lord and His Apostles, and 
enforced by their example, the new religion nlust, 
humanly speaking, have perished in its birth. The 
religious movement would infallibly have l)ecome a, po
litical mOVelnellt, as Protestantism did when preached 
by "\Yycliffe and Huss to an oppressed people. And 

H 

• 

• 
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then the Roman would have come upon it and crushed 
it with his power. To support it against the Roman 
legions with legions of angels was not a part of the 
counsels of God. 

St. Peter says, "Servants, be subject to your masters 
wi th all fear; not on ly to the good and gentle, but also 
to the froward. For this is thankworthy, if a man fQr 
con science toward God enelure grief, suffering wrong
fully. For what glory is it, if, when ye be buffeted ror 
your faults, ye sha11 take it patiently? but if, when ye 
elo weIl, and suffer for it, ye take it patiently, this is_ 
acceptable with God. For even hereunto were ye 

• 

called: because Christ also suffered for us, leaving us 
.an example, that ye should follow His steps: who did 
no sin, neither was gnile found in His mouth: who, 
when He was revileel, reviled not again; when He 
suffel'ed, Ile threatened Dot; but cODlmitted Himself 
to Him that judgeth righteously: who Iris own self 
bare our sins in His own body on the tree, that we, 
being dead to sins, should live unt o righteousness: by 
whose stripes ye were healeel c." Is this an exhortation 
to modern society to establish, or suffer to be esta
blisheel, in the midst of Christianity, freedom, and eqll~1 
law, an institution under which men are subject to the 
frowardness of masters, and under which they may be 

• 

buffeted and made to suffer without reg-ard to justice'? 
If it be, it is equally an exhortation to modern society 
to embrace the whole circle of institutions which per-

• 

secuted the Apostles and which crucified Christ. 
"Submit yourselves," St. Peter has said just before, 

c 1 Pet. H. 18 24. 

• • 
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"to e'VCl'Y ordinance of man' for the Lord' s sake: w he
ther it be to the king, as supreme j or unto governors, 
as unto them that are sent by hinl for the punishment 
of evildoers, and for the praise of them that do well. 
For 80 is the will of God, that with well doing ye may 
put to silence the ignorance of foolish men: as free) 

• 

and not using your liberty for a eloke of maliciousness, 
but as the servants of God. lIonour all men. Love 
the bl'otherhood. Fear God.' Honour the king." 

St. Paul, like St. Peter, in severai places commands 
slaves to obey their masters. But St. Paul, like St. 

• 

Peter, also commands the masters themselves to obey 
a despotic Emperor and his al'bitrary satraps. "Let 
every soul be subject unto the higher powers. For there 
is no power but of God; the powers that be are 

• 

ordained of God. "Vhosoever therefore resisteth the 
power, resisteth the ordinance of God; and they that 
resist shall receive to themselves damnation." Chan
ning says, "This passage was written in the tilue of 
Nero. It teaches passive obedience to despotism more 
strongly than any text teaehes the lawfulness of slavery . 
Accordingly, it has been quoted for ages by the sup-

• 
porters of arbitrary power, and made the stronghold of 
tyranny. Did our fathers acquiesce in the most ob
vious interpretation of this text? Because the first 

• 

Christians were taught to obey despotic rule, did our 
~{thers feel as if Christian it y had stripped men of their 
rights? Did they agree that tyranny was to be ex
cused because forcible opposition to it was in most cases 
wrong ? Did tbey argue that absolute power ceases to 
be unjust, because, as a general rule, it is the duty of 

• 
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subjects' to obey? Did they infer that bad institutions 
ought to be perpetual, because the subversion of them 
by force will almost al \Vays inflict greater evil than it 
removes ? No: they were wiser interpreters of God's 
Word. They believed that despotism was a wrong not
withstanding the generalobligation npon its subjects 

• • 

to obey; and that whenever a whole people--should sa 
feel the wrong as to dem and its removal, the time for 
removing it had fully come." 

St. Paul knew what the "higher powers" were. He 
had suffered a life of persecution, stripes, imprison-
ments, and stonings at the hands of unbelievers. He 
was looking forward to a martyr's death at the same 
hands. Did he intend Christiåns to do these things to 
each other, or Christian Society to suffer these things 
to be done? Is there anything in the words of this or 

. of any .Apostle which would forbid Cromwell to protect 
• 

the Protestants of Savoy by his intervention against 
~heir bloody persecutors, or which would have for-

, .. 
. bidden him, if necessary, to protect them with his 

• 

arms? 
. "There is neither J ew nor Greek, there is neither 
bond nor fr.~,e, there is neither luale nor female : for 
'ye are all one in Christ Jesusd." "Let every man abide 
in the same calling wherein he was callecl. Art thou 
called being a servant ? care not for it: but if thou 

• 

mayest be made free, use it rather. For he that is 
called in the Lord, being a servant, is the Lord' s free
man: . likewise also he that is called, being free, is 
Christ's servant.' Ye are bought with a price; be not 

d Gl'" 28 a . lll. • 
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ye the servants of men. Brethren, let every 
wherein he is called, the rein abide with God c." 

• 

101 

man, 
These 

passages and the others in the New Testament relating 
to the established institutions of the time, inculcate on 

l 
the disciples resignation to their earthly lot on spi-

. I 
• 

ritual grounUs, and for the sake of a heavenly hope in 
which all earthly differences are swallowed up and 
lost. They do not inculcate social or political apathy; 
they do not pass, nor ha ve they eve l' been held by men 
of comlnon sense to pass, upon the Christian world a 
sentenee of social or political despair. The faculties 

c 1 Cor. vii. 20 2·1·. Some eommentators on this passage take" use it 
rather" (,u.(ii\i\Oll Xp~cr(lL) as "use 8lavery ratller" "prefer to remain 
a slave." They say that the gcneral sense of the passage requires this. 
"'hy so? The passage preaehes trullquil acquiescenee in a man's pre
sent state. Dut to exhort a man to aequiesee tranquilly in his prescnt 
state is not to exhort him to refuse a. better if it presents itself. The 
expression "eare not for it" (pTI crOL ,u.eAeTw) surely does not illlply that 
slavery is in the opinion of the writer to be considel'ed the better state. 
T n el /(al aovacral, the /(al may very well be taken, it is coneeived, as 

• 

merely lending emphasis to 3VJ'acraL, and in faet as almost pleonastic. 
[Cf. Soph. Aj. 1106, ceivov 'Y' e171"as, el /(nl rps eavwJI.] 'If freedom is 
offered thee, without tby seoking, aecept it.' So just before (vel'. 13-
15), a believing wife is enjoined not to leave an unbelieving husband if 
he be pleased to dwell with her; but it is added, "if the unbelieving 

, 

depart, let. himdepart.'" The woman is not to break the bond: but she 
is not to eling to it if separation is offcred her. \Vhen we look to the 
general tone and tenor of St. PauFs teaching on these matters, so far 
removed from enthusiasm and ascetieism; when we eonsider that he 
knew the Old Testament, in which freedom is clearly treated as prefer
able to bondage; and when we remember that 11e had himself no scruple 
in asserting his privilege as a Roman citizen; it is difficult to believe 
tbat he can have enjoined a Christian Slave, when enfranchisement from 
a heathen master was offered llim, to re fuse the boon. It is not how
ever of mueh eonsequenee to the present argument which way the pas
sage is taken; sinee St. Paul's precept, whatever it may be, is elearly 
given on spiritual, not on social or political, ground.s. 

• 

, 

, 
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for soeial improvement, and the desire to redress in-
o 

equality and injustice, which God had given us, the 
Son of God did not take away. On the contrary, He 
and His Apostles increased those faculties and that 
desire a thousand-fold by the principles of mutual 
affection and duty which they instilIed into the heart 
of man, and by the new force of self-devotion which 

• 

they added to his moral powers. . 
The relation of the Gospel to. Slavery is well stated in 

apassage quoted by Channing from 'Vayland's "Ele
ments of l\Ioral Science :". "The very course which the . 
Gospel takes on this subject, seems to have be en the 
only one that could have been taken in order to effect 
the universal abolition of Slavery. The Gospel was 
designed, not for one race or for one time, but for all . 
races and for all times. It looked, not at the abolition 
of this form of evil for that age alone, but for its uni-

.. - " versal abolition. Hence the important object of its 
• 

Author was to gain it a lodglnent in every part of the 
known world; so that, by its universal diffusion among 

• 

all c1asses of society, it might quietly and peacefully 
modify and subdue the evil passions of men, and thus, 
without violence, work a revolution in the whole mass 
of mankind. In this manneI' alone could its object, 
a unIversal moral revolution, håve been accol)lplished. 
For if it had forbidden the evil instead of subverting 
the principle, if it had proelaimed the unla wfulness of 
Slavery, and taught slaves to resist the oppression of 

o 

their masters, it would instantly have arrayed the two 
parties in deadly hostility throughout the civilized 
world; its announcement would have been the signal 

• • 
• 
• 
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of servile war; and the, very name of the Christian 
religion would have been forgotten amidst the agita
tions of universal bloodshed. The fact, under these 
circmnstances, that the Gospel_does not forbid Slavery, 

prohibit it; rpuch less does it afford ground for belief 
that Jesus Christ intended to autllOrize it." 

Channing himself says, "Slavery, in the age of the 
Apostle, had so penetrated society, was so intimately 
interwoven with it, and the materials of servile war 
were so abundant, that a religion, preaching freedom 
to the slave, would have shaken the social fabric to its 
foundation, and would have armed against itself the 
whole power of the State. Paul did not then assail 

. the institution. He satisfied himself with spreading 
IJrinciples, which, however slowly, could not but ,york 
its destruction." 

"Christianity," says Neander, "effected a change in 
thf' ~onvictions of men fl'om which a dissolution of the 
whole relation of slavel'Y, though it could not ,be imme
diately accomplished, yet, by virtue of the consequences 
resulting from that change, was sure eventually to take 
place. This effect Christianity produced, first of all, 
by the facts to which it was a witness, and next by the 
ideas ,which, by means of these facts, it set in circu
lation. By Christ, the Saviour for all mankind, the 
differences among men resulting from sin were recon
ciled, by Him the original unity of the human race was 
restored. These facts must now operate in transform-

• 

ing the life of mankind. ~Iasters as well as servants 
were obliged to acknowledge themselves the servants of 

, 
, 

, 
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sin, and l11USt alike receive, as the free gift of God's 
grace, their deliverance from this common bondage ., 
the true, tJU) 1,ifj!t('8t fJ'('cdom. Servants and masters, if 
the)' had. become bclievel's, were brought togother under 
the samo bond of an heavenly union, destined for im
lllOrtality; tlwy bccame bl'ct.hrell in Christ in whOln 
there is neither bond nor free, mcmbers of one body, 
baptized illtO onn Spirit, heirs of the same beavcnly 
inherit:lllcc. Sorvunts were of ten the teaehers of their 
lnasters in the Gospel, after huving, first of all, in their 
lives and actions exhibitccl beforo them the loftiness of 
a divine life, which must be shewIl forth even unuer 
the most painful of relations, and shino forth the Illore 

brightly by the contrast f
." 

Not only did St .. Paul and theothel' Apostles spread 
principlos and iaeas whieh were sure to work the de

struction of Slavel'Y aud of the othor political and social 
wrongs of ",hieh thut corrupt and unjust world was 
full; but the)' embodiecl those principles and ideas in 
an institutiol1, fOllnded by thoir Lord, of whieh it lllUY 

• 

be said that though so lit:tle rcvolutiouary in appear-
ance. that the most jcalous tyranny might have received 
it into its bosorn without suspicioll, it excecc1cd in revo
lut-ionary effieacy any political force w~lieh has ever 
boon soen in action among men. At the Supper of the 

Lord the conqueror was required, on his allegianeo to 
Chl'istianity, to partake in the holy meal with the 
conquered, the master with the slave; and this in me
mory of a Founder who had died tho death of å slave 

• 

upon the Cross, and w }~o at the iustitution of the rite 
• 

f Church Hislory, vol. i. p. 372. Eng. trans . 

• 

• 
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IHld performed the servile office of washing His dis-
ciples' feet. .. 

In its social aspect as well as in other respects the 
Lord's Supper is the. anti type and counterpart of the 
Passover, but in this as in its other aspects it is of far 
deeper and holier significance, and the symbol llot of 
a fUInily or national union, but of the union of man
kind. It is difficult to imagine how any harsh dis
tinctions between mUll und mun could long Inaintuin 
thcmsclyes against its equali~ing and reconciling power. 
Nor hus it failed to accomplish its object in this re
spect where it has been udmiuistcre(l according to the 

-
intention of its founder. "\Yhere it has been adminis-
tered in a way quite different fr'Olll His intention, its' _ 
efficacy could not. be expected to be so great. During 
the feudal ages the relations between' the lord and 
the serf were almost us unchristian as those between 

• 

the modern slave-owner and his slave. But during 
the feudal ages the Supper' of the Lord, us well as 
the worship of which it was the centre and the cul
mination, had lost its primitive character. It had 
ceased to be a communiun in the full sense of the word, 
and had become a sort of magic rite administered to 
each member of the Church by the priest, the talisInan 
and chief support of sacerdotal power.· 

In few countries were the people lllOre oppressed and 
degraded by feudal tyranny down to the time of the 

Reformation than in Scotland. After the Reformation 
the lower classes were socially raised; and all classes 
have since become united in a remarkable degree, con
sidering that the political institutions of the country 

• 
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remain aristocratic. It is reasonable to refer this in 

• 

a great measure to the social character of the religious 
system. National education has no doubt done much; 
but national education has its source in the spirit of 
the national religion. Long after the Reformation the" 
material condition of the poor in Scotland, owing to 
the poverty of the country, remained very wretched; 
and towards the end of the seventeenth century, when 
the Scottish peasantry had already played no mean 
part in the religious history of the world, ]'letcher 
of Saltoun, a republican of tho Classical school, pro
posed to redcmD the Covcnanters from their miseru ble, 
unprotected, and anxious state, and to restore them 
again to careless happiness under fatherly guidance, 
by making them pr::cdial slaves. 

If the Slave partook of the Lord's Supper, much 
, 

more would he l)urtake in all the other acts of Chris-
tiull worship. Of course also he would fully share all 
the religious knowledge of his brethren, and everything 
that could enable them worthily to worship the God of 

• 

Truth. He might, as Neander says, be the religious 
teaeher of his master ~- 'And as his religious life was 
blended with that of his fellow-Christians, so his' body 
would rest with theirs in death. 

In America, as we have already had occasion to say, 
• • 

there appears, generally speaking, to be no religious 
communion between the l\faster and the Slave. The . 

• 
• 

two classes do not belong in any practical sense to the 
same Church. rrhey can scarcely be said even to unite 
in public worship; they do not join in family prayer, 

-
nor do they really partake together of the Supper of . 



• 
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" • 

the Lord. The presence of a white man is indeed 
required by ]aw at all. the religious meetings of the 
negroes; but it is not for the purpose of taking part 
in their prayers g • 

• 

~rore than this, it is only by putting names. for 
things that the American ~Iaster and Slave can be said 
to be of the same religion. In some States the ~rast.er, 
for the better- security of whut is now called a di"iue 
institution, forbids the slave by la w to be taught to 
read: so that the Bible is leg-ally elosed to him h. And 
even in the States where this lcgal prohibitioll does not 
exist, the state of public opinion und the almost total 
'\Vant of scho?ls se em effectually to prcvent the cdu-

• 

cation of the great muss of the slaves i. And ulto-
gether, from their mode of life, and the debasingh'eat
ment to whieh they are subjectcd, their Dlincls are too 

• 

degraded to worship God in spirit and truth like those 
to whom a Christian education has been given. The 
result is that the worship of the negro in America is 
little more spiritual or rutionul thun his worship in 
Africa. Ile still dunces, und shouts to a fetish, thollgh 
that fetish bears the name of the Christian's God. 

~Ir. Olmsted says, "In most of the large rice plan
tations which I have se en in this vicinity (South Caro-

• 

g SceOlmstcd, J ourneys and Explorntions, vol. i. p. 45 . 
• 

h In North Carolina, to tcach a slave to rend or write, or seH or give 
llim any hook (Bible not excepted) or pamphiet, is punished with thirty
nine lashes, or imprisonment, if the offeuder be a free negro; but if 
a white, then with a fine of 200 dollars. The reason for this law, ns
signed in itspreamble, is, (( thl\t teaching slaves to read and write tends 
to dissatisfaetion in their minds, and to produee insurrection and re· 
bellion." Goodell's Amel'ican Slave Code, p. 299. 

l Ibid •• p. 301. .. 

• 

• 
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linn.) there is a small chapel, which the negroes call 

thhir prayer-house. The owner of one of these told 

me that having furnished, the prayer-house with seats 

having a hack rail, his negroes petitioned him to 
I'C1110ye it, because it did not leave thenl room ('naug/" to 
))},(fy. It was explained to me that it is their custom, 

in social worship, to work t:hemse1",!Tes up t.o a great 
• 

pitch of excitement, in which they yell a.nd cry aloud, 

and finally, shriek an<l leap up, clapping their hands 

and dancing, as it is done in heathen festivals k." No 

doubt" heathen festival" is the right name. 

The same writer has given a descript.ion of the reli. 

gious exercises of negroes, which he witnessed himself 

in a chapel, Hot on a plantation, but in the city of New 

Orleans 1. It is such that it could scarcely be tran

scribed without shocking the reader, and the religious 

state \v hich it reveals has nothing, but. the llames 

which are hideously profaned, in comillon. with the 

religion of Christians. 
• 

It seems· that the AmeJ'ican Sla\,e·owners are so 

conscious of the cOTlllexion bctwecll truth and freedom 

that they sometimes repel with urcad even the oral 
• 

instruction of shn'cs in the truth. In South Carolina 

a :Methodist clergymun had beeD chosen by his Church 

as a discreet and cautious. man to preach to slaves. lIe 
was stopped by a remonstrance signed by more than 

three hundred and fifty of the leading planters and 

citizens. He pleaded that it was his inteution to 'con-

. fine himself to verbal instruction. "Verbal instruc

tiOll/' replied the remonstrants, "will increase the de-

k Journeys and Explorations, vol. 'i. p. 259. I Ibid., p. 388 • 

• 
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-"-

sire of t~e black population to learn .... Open the 
, 

~Es8ionarv sluice and the current will swell i.n its ., 
" 

graduafonward advance. ",Ye thus expect a progres
sire system of improyement will be introcl~ecl, or will 
fc,How from the nature and force of circumstances 
which, if not checked, (though it may be shrouded in 
sophistry and disguise,) will ultimately revolutionize 
our ci viI institutions." The missionary withdrew, and 
the local newspaper in announcing his withdrawal 
stated that t110 great body of the people were mani
festly opposed to the religious instruction of their 
slaves, eyen if it 'were only given' oi:allytn. 

And when, in despite of the difficu1ties thrown in 
the way, some religious knowle(1ge has been obtained 
by the negroes,'-th~onjoymcnt of it seems to be not 
very secnre. Twenty-four colourcd men, most of thcnl 
apparently free, wer6 found assembling priyatcly in 

• 

the evening at 'Yashington, and were lo(lgecl in the 
watch-house. 'Yhen they woro cxamined before a ma-

'" 
gistrate, no evidence was offered, nor cloes it appear to 
have been even suggested, that they were meoting for 
any criminal purpose. On searching their persons, 
there were found a Bible, a volume of Seneca's 
"l\Ioi'als," "Life in Earnest," the printed constitution 
of a Society the object of which was stated to be to . 
reliove the sick and bury the dead, and a subscription 

. '" 
paper to purchase the freedom of a slaye whom her 
master was willing to sell at a certain price. One or 
the prisoners, a slave, was ordered to be flogged; four 

• , 

m O1msted, Journeys and Explorations, vol. ii. p. 214. 
" .. 

. , 
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others, called in the papers free lllen, were sent to the .-
workhouse: und the rest, on paying costs and fines 
amounting to one hUllded and eleven dollars, were set 
at libertyn. 

It is not wonderful tlInt a gross and dclil'ious super
stition should fai! to produee the effect of pure Chris
tianity on the mOl'als of the ncgroes. :llIr. Olnlsted 
givcs us strollg evidcnce of thcir licentiouSllCSS; and 
nobbly of the licentiousllcss of those among them who 
are membcrs of Chul'chcs und make professions of 
religion 0. 13ut indeed the legal sanctity of luarriage 
is 80 csscntial a safeguurd of morulity in Christian 
coulltries, that we S110Uld expect sillister consequences 
to fIow from its withdrawal. I In the South the Dlar
riuge of a slave is, be fore the law and in the eyes of his 
master, as the cohabitation of bensts. The State thus 
-preuches disregard of 1l10rality to the negro, and the 
mastcr enforccs the preaching of the State by pructices 
from which it was part of the missioll of Christianity 
to purgc the world p. 

Let the ~Iasters and the Slaves in America bccome 

n Olmsted, Journeys and Explorntions, vol. i. p. 36. If we are told, 
by way of apology for the intellcctual and religious conditioll of the 
negro slave, that the intellectual and religious condition of the English 
peasant and his religious relations to the uppcr cIasses are ullsatis
factol'Y, the answcr is tlmt tLcy are acknowlcdged to be unsatisfactory, 
and that since the revival of a religious spirit in the nation a good 
deal has be en done, to aliielld them, us a multitude of schools and 

, ~ t 

Il n'umbcr of new churches with lree sittings evillce. 
• 

o Journl-'Y in the Back Country, p. 113 . 
p Olmsted, J ourneys and Explol'ations, vol. H. p. 229. 'Vhcn the 

Abolitionists are chargcd with producing the Slavc-owner's cruelty by 
their alarmiug denullciations, they may reasonably ask whetLer they 
are nIso to be charged wit}! producillg his lust. . 

- ,--- --' • 

• 

• 
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renny fellow-Christians: let them become in a true 
sense one Church: let them share the same Christian 
education: let. thcrn read the same Bible: let them 

• 

partake of the Communion together : and it will then 
be seen whetber the relation' between fellow-Christians 
is really compatible with the relation betwecn Master 
and Slave. 

That there are very great diffieulties in the way of 
a religions as well as of a social fusion between the 
negroes and the whites, no reasonable man wonld 
deny. Rut this shews that the position into which 
the piratical cupidity of the whites has brought the 
two races is an awkward one; not that it was sane ... 
tioned by St. Paul. As things are at present, the pIca 
that Slavery is a great blessing as a missionary agency, 
and as a mode of bringing the African heathen within 
the fold of the Church, can scarccly be maintainecl . 

• 

' .. l\Iontesquieu has some remarks on the notion that "re-. -.... ' . 
ligion gives those who pro fess it the right of making 
slaves of those who do not, in order the better to 
labour for its propag[ltion." "It \Vas this notion," 
he say::!, "whieh encouragecl the destroyers of A,luerica 
in their crimes. It was on this idea that they founded 
the right of making all thoso nations ~lavos; for these 

• 

brigands, w.ho were determined to be both brigands 
and Christians, were very devout." . 

It is to be borne in mind that the Apostle, who bids 
• 

slaves obey their masters and be content with their lot 
for the sake of their Lord's religion and in the assuranee 
of a higher freedom, also teaehes masters to observe 
justiee and equity towards their slaves. "lYlasters, 

• 

• 

, 
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give unto your servants that which is just and aqual: 
knowing that ye also have a ~:[aster in Heaven." Is 
"that which is just and equal" given to a slave when 
he is forbiddou to learn to roarI, when he is uenied 
logal marriage, when he is soparated by force from his 

, 

wifo and children, when his evidellee is refuseu in 
a court of hmr, whon he is mado by eustom, though , 

not by law, the victim of apenal eode under which 
fl, master who kills a slave goes unpunishcd, while, 
a slayo who kilIs a master may be burned aliye at 
a slow firo ? 

No uoubt man y Amel'ican masters are better than 
tho system. l\Iany Roman masters wore better than the 

" 

system. Rut is it possible to beliove that the systcln 
is one whieh, w hen earried on by Christians against 
Christ.ians, can be saiu to have had its prototype in 

• 

the relations betwcen a Christian master, in Apostolic 
times, and his sIrive, or to be sunetioned by the teaeh
in g of the Apostlos ? 

In a religious community so bound together in life 
? 

and death as thaLof the early Christians, the relation 
between l\Iaster and Slave, though it was not formally 
dissolved, must have be en eompletely transfigured, aud 

• 

virtuallyexehanged for arelation between brethren in 
Christ. The clearest proof of this is found in that very 
Epistle of St. Paul to Philemon whieh those who defend 
Slavery on Seriptural grounds regard as, their sheet" 
allchor in the argument. St. Paul sends back the fu
gitive slave Oncsimus to his master Philemoll. There
fore, we are told, slavery and fugitive slave laws have 
received the sanctioll of St. Paul. This it seems is so 

, 
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plain, that the rofusal of the othor party to acknowlodgc 
it is a signal instanco of the mannor in which they 
blind themsolves to the eloarost toachings of Scriptul'e, 

• 

or porvert its preccpts in the interest of a spurious 
• 

humanity. It is very true that St. Paul sonds back 
a fugitivo slave to his ~lastor. Dut do os he sond hi1n 
back as a 81al."~.~ The best answer to the argumont 
drawn from tho Epistle to Philoman is the simple rope-

• • 

tition of the words of that Epistle : "I beseech thee 
faL' nlY son Onesinlus, whom I havo begotten in my 
bonds: which in time' pa st was to thee unprofitable, 
but now profitablo to thoe and to me: whom I have 
sont again: thou thercforo receive him, that is, mine 
own bowCls : whom I \Vould have rotained with me, 
that in thy stoad he might have ministered uuto me 
in the bonds of the Gospel: but without thy mind 
would I do nothing; t'hat thy benefit should not be as 

• • 

it were of necessity, but willingly. For perhaps he 
therefore departed for a season, that thou shouldest 
receive him for ever j W!t now as a servant, but above 
a servant, a brother belaved, specially to me, but how 
much more unto thee, both in the flesh, and in the 
Lord? If thou count me therefore a partner, reoei ve 
him as mysolf. lf he hath wrong-ed thee, or owoth 
thee aught, put that on mine account. I Paul have 
written it with mine own hand, I will repay it: alboit 
I do not say to thee how thou owest unto me even 
thine own self besidosCl." 

Onesimus, then, is not sent back as a slave, but. as 

one above a servant, a brother belaved . 
• 

q Phil. v. 10 19 . 

I 

• 

• 

, 

, 
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When fugitive slaves in America are sent back to 
their masters with such letters as that of St. Paul to 
Philemon, aud treated as St. Paul expects Onesimus to 

, , , 

be treated on their retul'n, American slavel'Y will have 
, 

Bome claim to be regarded, as a Scriptul'al institution. 
13ut in that case it will also be near its end. For such 
a feeling as the writel' of the Epistle supposes to exist in 
the hearts of Christians as to their relations with each 

, 

other, though it would not prevent a Christian slave 
from remaining in the service of his master, would cer-

, , 

tainly prevent a Christian master from contiuuing to 
hold his fellow Christian as a slave. 

St. Paul must have known what Slavery under the 
Roman Empire was. He must have known that it was 
a 'vast reign not only of abominable cruelty, but of still 

• , 

more abominable lust. He must have known that it 
was fed to a great extent by the lnan-stealing which 
he classes with murder and parricide. He must have 
known the deadly effects which it produced on the 
character of the Slave-owner, to whose unbridled pas
sions human beings of both sexes were subjected 
without limit or redress r. He must have kuown that 
this was the real" cancer" which was eating into the 
vitals of morality and dl'awing society to its ruin. It 
would have been strange therefor~ if he had selected 

r Let it be observed that in those days the re were no Abolitionists 
to disturb, by their fallatical attacks, the kindly relations between the 
Sluve and his , or to mal' the harmonious working of the insti. 
tution. The world saw, by a fair and decisive cxperiment, what it was 
to gi ve man a despotic and uncontrolled power over man. That tYl'anny 
is mildest when it is uncheckec1 aud undcnounced is a theory flatterillg 
to human nature, but not verified by the experience of history. 

• 
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this among all the polit-ical and social institutions of 
the time as the object of a partisanship which neither 
he nor any of his fellow Apostles have in any other 
case betra yed. . 

The philosophie theoryas to ineradicable diffel'ences 
of r~ce, on which -Slavery is now founded by its" de
fenders, is directly contradicted by the New Testament, 

• 

for St. Paul says that "God has made of ane blood 
all nations of men, for to dwell on all the face of the 
earth S." In conformity with this declaration, St. Paul, 
and his fellow Apostles proceeded to foullda Church 

wbich was to embrace all nations. It is difficult to 
imagine a race of beings fit to apprehend the sublimest 
doctl'ines of Christianity, to live by the Christian rule, 
and to hold office in the Christian Church, yet not fit 
to be mas ters of their own persons, to enjoy the rights 
of husbauds and of fathers, to receive the elements of 
education, or give evidence in a court of justice. 

The only refuge for those who defen~ Slavery on 
grounds of race, if they do not wish to contradict 
St. Paul, 8eems to be to ga the full length of saying 
that the negroes are not" a nation of men." And to this 
suggestion the Slave-owner, as we have hiuted. befare, 
has. given and daily givcs a conclusive answer by the 
practices which fill the count.ry with a luixed race. ' 

Nor would it be easy to produee from the New Tes
tament auything which could give colonr to the view 
that a class of free labourers is the fungus and cancer 
of civilized life, aud that the community is immeasur
ably benefited when the labourer is made a slave. For 

5 Acts xvii. 26 • 

• 

• 

• 

• 

: 
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it. ",as from t.his discnsod and pcsf.ilent,ial dement of 
society, us t.ho aclvoentl's of sl:wery hold it, t.o he, t.hat 
t.he Apostll's the~nSl'hcs were ehosen. 'rlw founct<.'r of 
Chl'isti:mity Ilimsclf "'Ol'e the fonn of a eal'pC'nter's 
SOll. Rf. l):ml ",ronghi; fiS n. tent.-maker. Ile" laholU'l'd . 
wOl'king with his own hands." AmI Ilt' laicl upon his 

followc.'l's in broad t.erms, :mcl Wit.1lOut making uny l'X
ceptioll, the injulldion "that. if any ",oultl not, work 
neitl\('1' should hl' ·l~at." Judging from his language, 

Wl' shnuI<l say t.hat if tl1('1'e wns fillY part.icular forIll of 
soeil'ty ",hieh the Apostle desircd to founcl, it was not 
• 

one in ",h1ell the trne eitii':cn 8houl<1 bl' eXl'1llpt. fl'Olll 

lahour, hui: OlW in ",hieh labour shoulcl he t.1w lot of all, 

Hud all 8houl<1 contribute to the com mon Rfore. 

F('uclalisll1 tril'cl t(l prove t.hnt the Apm"tlt's wer(~ gCIl

t.lellwll hy hirth, entitlcd 10 lwar eoats of arms. rrhey 
• 

woald ha ro to ullch'rgo ::-:ome historienl tr:lnsformatioll 
of a similnr kin<1 t.o make t.hem Hf; foundl'l's of t.ho 
religion prof'csscd by thc Slare-owning ul'istocl'aey of' 
the South. 

"'Voulcl you do n hl'uefit to the horse or the ox by 
• 

g-iYillg h1m a t'ultirate(lllndl'rstanding or fino fcclings? 
So far as tho /JI1'}'(' !abolfJ't'J' has t.he pl'ido, t.he know
ledgc, or tho aspil'atiolls of a. frce mun, he is ullfittcd 

for his situation, aud must doubly feel its illfclieity. 
If thero are 80rdid, servile, and la borious offiecs to be 

performed, is it not better that there should .be sor<1id, 
servile, nnd lnborious heings to pel'fOl'lU thOlU ?" Such 

• 

is the opinion of Chanccllor Harper, put fOl'th in his 
achlress to the South Curolina Instituto. 'Vas it the 
opinion of a l\Iastel' who washcd His cliseiples' foet? 

• 
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It; is diflieult to understand how people who hold 
1-1H'sC s(mt.imonts call evon use, without. u. Bonse of un-

, 

f1ttH'~~, the com,moll language of Christ.ianity. ~uch 

phrmwl-l us cc'Vhosmwer will bo chief among YOll, let 
, , 

him be your serYant," mu~t. seem, to t.hem t.o denote 
tioIlwt.hing sortli<l awl degrading. 

"It is by t.he existence or slavery," says anot.her 
Hont hcrn writl'r, (( exempt.ing so large a. port.ion of our 
eit.iv.t'llS from labour, that we have leisure for int.ellec
t.ual pursuits." But t.here is something in t.he spirit of 
the G08pel whieh, WheUllll' right.ly 01' wrongly under
stood, has led Chl'ist,iallit.y, inst.ead of eherishillg au 
l'xt'lusive intdleet.uul ortler, to e<luctitc t.he 1)001'; atHl to 
draw forth, by all t.he means in it,s power, the intellec
tual gifts of that dass for t.he highest oerviee of' the 
ClHlllll_unit.y. Great systems of educat.ion, the direct ofl'
spring or Christ.ianity, and a multitude of Christian 
foulHlatio118 for the purpose of edueation, bear 'Witness 
to t.he fact. N or do t.he comparat.i ve fruit.s of t.he two 
syst.ems, so fur as t.hey have beeB tried, condemn t.he 
COllllllon pl'aeticc of the Christian world. On the COIl

trary, the principle t.hat all orders n.re cc members one 
of another" socms, whell applied to educat.ion, to act 
more favourably Oli the intellect even of the higher 
class than tho opposite principle. "Prom the banks 
of the :Mississippi to the hanks of the ~Tames," says a 

, 

t.l'ayeller in the South, "I did not (that I rmneIll-
ber) soo, except perhaps in one or two towns, u. 1,hor
mometer, nor a. book of Shakspeare, nor a l)il1noforto 

or sheet of lllusic; nor the light of' a carcd or. other 

good centre table 01' reading-lamp, nor an engraving 
, 

• 
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or copy of any kmd of v. work of art of the slightest 

I 

commonly eaUcd' p--"""-oor whitcs;' a large majority of all 
these houses were the resiclences of shnreholders, a eon
siderable proportion eotton-planters t." Some of the 
compositions whieh are the fruits of the" intelleetual 
leisure" purehasecl by the hopeless degradntion of the 
labouring class are before us. They are mnong the 
most barbarous ever produccd by eh·ilizcd man. They 
seem moreoyer to turn mainly on Olle subjeet. The 
presellee of a grent soeial wrong absorbs such intelleet 
us the cOllUllunity has in the work of its justifieation. 
It do es not lcaye the reallcisure and the sercnity of .. 
mind whieh philosophy, science, ancl poetry demand. . 

New England has taken the course sanetioned by 
Christellc10nl and. condemned by the Slaver. Like 

• 

Scotlund, or en~n more than Scotland, she htls made a 
systmu'of popular edueation the basis of her Common .. 
wealth, and estnblished throughout her te1'l'itory the free 
8ehoo18 whieh, above all ot-her free institutions, the South, 
as we hu\"e seen, repudiates and abhors. The res ult of 
this is that inteUigence is generally diffused nmong the 

people, and that the great writers of England have 
a sec ond and an ample Empire in the North. The· 

. . 

highest fruits of intelleet are everywhere long in ripen-
ing ; and tbis must especiall y be the case in a nation 
of whieh a large part consists of immigrants, illtent on 
obtaining the means of subsistenee, and the energies of 
which are to a great extent absorbed in providing the 
material basis of eivilization and reclaiming a vast. ex-

t Journeys and Explorations, vol. H. p. 285. 

. . 

• 

• 

• 
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panse of virgin land. Under sueh eireumstances, the 
love of utility must be expeeted to predominate over 
that of beauty, praetical invention over pure science, 
praetical discussion o,'e1' the pursuit of theoretic truth~ 
Yet the N ort-h hus already p1'oduced writers in different 
departInvuts who take a high place in literature, and 
who In'ay fairly be regarded as the em'nest of still bet ter 
things to come. :1\len of illtellect are very apt, from 
their natural fastidiousuess, to dislike Equality; yet lf 
they look over history they will fiud that Equality has 
been their best friend. 

, 

There is nothing, the pl'evalence of which in a 
community is Illore fatal to high intelleet, than gross 
luxul'Y. And there can be no __ doubt that in n. modern 
Slave State gross luxury pl'evails in the highest (legree. 
The ancient Slave States at the time of their intellec
tual graatness were comparati vely free from luxury, 
at least of the grosser kind. ' 

In fact, the character to which the Slave-owners 
uspire seeIns to be' not sa much that of the Christian, 

• 

with its charity and humility, or even that of the in-
tellectual Greek, as that of the ullcient Roman. " The 
relations between the North and the South," saya 
a Southern organ, u are very analogous to those which 

, 

subsisted between Greece and the Roman Empire, after 
the, subjugation of Achaia by the Consul ~Iummius. 
The dignity and energy of the. Roman character, con
spicuous in war and polities, were not easily toned and 
adjusted to the arts of industry and literature. The 
degenerate and pliant Greeks, ~n the contrary, excelled 
in the handicraft and polite professions.W e learn 

, 

• 
, 

, 
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from the vigorous inveetive of JuvenaI, that they were 
the most useful and eapable of servants, whether as 

" pimps or professors of rhetorie. Obsequious, dexterous, 
and ready, the versat.ile Greeks monopolized the busi
ness of teaching, publishing, and manufaeturing in the 
Roman Empire, "allowing their masters anlple leisure ' 
for" the service of the State, in tho Senate or in the 
field." In confirmation of tbis historieal theory it 
nmy be remarked that the Romans of the Southem 
States, like those of the Capitol, sprang from an asylum. 
Onc who was much eonccrned in the foundation of 
Virginia said of that Colony, that "the num ber of 
felons and vagabonds transported did bring sueh evil 
eharaeters on the plaec, that some did ehooso to be 
hanged ore they would go there, and "lC('re." 

It is true that the l)1anters a1so claim a reputation 
for ehivalry;" and ehivalry, no doubt, has its 1'oot deep 
in Chrlstianity. But we must beg l.eavc to add t11at 
a chivalry whieh exereises uneontrolled tyra'nny over 
defenceless vietims, which flogs women naked, whieh 
buvs and selIs them as the wretehed victims of brutal ., 

"~ust, whieh breeds human beings like cattle, which 
tears husbands from their wives and ehildren from their 
mothers,whieh stands by and exults or moralizes"while 

, ' 

men are bu~ned alive at slow fli-es, is a chivalry sueh 
as the Christian world has not yet seen~ 'l'he type of 
character whieh it tends to produce may be high er 
than that of St. Louis, Edward l., and Bayard, but it 
certainlv is not the same. " w • , 

We have said that the founders of Christianitv, when .. 
they prcached politieal resignation as neeessary for the 

• 
" 
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. time, diel not pass on mankind a sentence of political '", 
despair. They subnlitted to the pm-\'ers of an evil 
world, but they nevertheless did, and meant to do, that . 
by which those powers would be destroyed. They bade 
the slave remain a slave, but it was in oreler that he 
might not imperil the sacred deposit. of Christian prin
ciple which bore with it the redemption of the slave 
for ever. The kingdom of Christ was not of this 
world, but nevertheless its liogemen looked forward 
to the day when" the kingdoms of this world should 
become t.he kingdoms of our Lord and His Christ, and 

• 

that lIe should reign for ever and ever." 
'fherefore the Church, whenever she has been her

self, and whenever she has actecl in the spirit of her 
Founder, has laboured, not by inciting revolution, but 
by inculcating social duty and kindling social affection, 
to do away with all unjust and· harsh distinctions be-

'. . 

tween man and man, to diffuse the principles of frater-
nity and equaH~ in their true sense through tho world, 

• 

and to make each community a COlllll1Unity indeed. 
Therefore she has instinctively and steadily insisted OIl 
the education of the poor .. Therefore she has steadily 
assailed slavery and caste, and feudal serfd01n, and all 
such bal'1'iers as prevented the different classes of men 
in Christian nations from becoming members one of 
another. The brotherhood of man, in short, is the idea 
which Christianity in its social phase has been always 
striving to realize, and the progress of which consti
tutes the social history of Christendom. 'Vith what 
difficulties this idea has struggled; how it JlUS been 
marred by revolutionary violence, as well as impeded 

• 

• 
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by reactionary selfishness; to what chimerical hopes, 
to what wild schemes, to what calamitous disappoint
ments, to what desperate conflicts, it has given birth; 
how often, being misunderstood and misapplied, it has 
brought not peace on earth but a sword,- ·it is needless 
here to rehearse. Such miscarriages, such delay, could 
not be averted unless the nature of man was to' be 
changed, or the effort by which his character i~ formed, 

• 

and which appears to be the law of his being, was· to 
be superseded by the fiat of Omnipotence. Countless 
ages have no doubt yet to run before-the idea is realized 
and the hope fulfilled. Still, as we look back oyer the 

. range of past history, we can see beyond doubt that it 
is towards this goal that Christianity as a social prin
ciple has been always tending and still tends. 

No sooner did the new religion gain power in the 
world, than the slave law, and the slave system of t.he 

Empire, began to be ulldermiriea by its influence. In 
unconscious alliance with Stoicislll, to whi~h among all 
the ancient systems of Philosophy it had the most affinity, 
Christianity broke in upon the despotism of the ~Iaster, 
as well as upon the despotism of the Father and the 
Husband. The right of life and death oval' the Slave 
'was transferred from his owner to the magistrate. The 
right of correction was placed under humane limita-

• 

tions, which the magistrate was directed to maintain . 
• 

All the restrictions on the enfranchisement of Slaves 
• 

were swept away. Tp.e first Christian Emperor recog-
nised enfranchisement as a religious act, and established 

• • • 

the practice of performing it in the Church before the 
Bishop, and in the presence of the congregation. The 

• 

-

• 

• 

• 
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liberties of the freedman were at the same time cleared 
of all odious and injurious restrictions. This remained 
the policy of the Christian Empire. The Code of J us
tinian, t.he gre at monument of Imperial jurisprudence, 
is highly favonrable to enfranchiscment, and that on 

• 

religious grounds. 
The facility of enfranchisement, and the prospeet of 

enlarging that facility, would eonspire with political 
prudenee to prevent Christianity from eoming into 

• 

direet eollision with Rom-un slavery. Hope was not 
denied to the Roman slave. But hope is denied, or alm ost 
denied, to tl!e Arncrican sla ve. In most of the Southern 
States the law withholch the power of enfranehisement 

. from the master, against whose benevolence and genero
sit Y it seems the State is more coneerlled to guard, than . 
against his erueltyand lust. A slave can be emanci
pated only by the authority of the Legislature or by 
• 

a Court of Law, and upon speeial eause shewn; and 
further, the cOlldition of a Negro when emaneipated is 
sueh, as to make freedom at onee a very qlialified and 

• 

a very preearious boon. The free Negro is still to 
a great extent exeluded from the rights of a eitizen 
and a man. His evidenee is not reeeived against 
a white man u; the law does not seeure to him the 
safeguard of a trial by a jury of his peers; he has no 
vote or voiee in .D~aming the laws by whieh he is 
governed, and degrading restrictions are imposed even 

• 

u "It is an inflexible and universal rule of slave-Iaw, founded in 
one or two States up on usnge, in others sanctioned by express legisla
tion, that the testimony of a colour~d person, whether bond or free. 
canllot be received against a white person." Wheeler's Ldw of Slaver!!, . 
quoted by Goodell, p. 279. 

• 

• 

• 
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He is liable to be brought 

• 
:'b~6k into slavery in many ways, among others, by 

. being mnrried to a slave; and if his freedom is chaI-
'lenged, he must bring white witnesses to prove him
self free". By the Roman L'aw the~presumption was 

not only enjoyed full liberty, but from their industry 
and pliancy of ten engrossed too much power in the 
State. . 

nut the Roman world wns doomed; and it was doomed 
pnrtly because the charader of the upper clusses 'hud 
been deeply und incurably corrupted by the !)ossession 
of a multitude of slaves. The feudal age succeeded; 
the barba'rian conqueror to ok the plaee of the llOluan 
master, and a new phase of slavery appeared. Imme
diately Christianity reeomnlenced its work of alleyia
tion and enfranchisemeIft. The c~des of la ws framed 
for the new lords of Europe under the influenee of the 
Clergy, shew the same desire as those of the Chris
tian Em perors, to break in up on the despotislll of the 

• 

Master, and assure personal rights to the Slave. The 
laws of the Lombards, for illstance,' protected the Serf 
against an unjust or too rigorous master; they set free 

• • • 

the husband of a female slave who had been sedueed by . , 

her owner; they assured the proteetion of the Churches 
to slaves who had taken refuge there, and regulated 
the penalties to be inflieted for their faults, instead of 
ieaving them subjeet to an arbitrary willY. In Eng
land the Clergy secured for the Slave rest on the Sun-

x Goodell's American Slave Code, pt. iii. ch. i. 
y Rep. Ital., vol. i. p. 74. 

• 
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day, and liberty either to rest or work for himself on 
a number of holydays. They exhorted their flocks to 
leave the savings and earnings of the pI'mdial slave un
touched. They eonstantly freed the slaves who came 
into their own possession. They exhorted the laity to 
do the same, and what living covetousness refused, they 
often wrung from deathbed penitence .. This they did 
constantly and effectually during the early part of the 
l\Iiddle Ages, while the Church was still to a great ex
tent in a nlissionary state, and had not yet been turned 
into an establishment allied with political power. After
wards no doubt a change came over the spirit of the 
Clergy in this, as well as in other respects. The 
Church became un Estate and a part of the feudal 
system. Her Bishops became Spiritual Lords. And 
these Spiritual Lords in the time of Richard II. voted 
with the Temporal Lords, for the repudiation of the 
King's prOInise of enfranchisement to the villains, and 
the ,last serfs who remained in existence were found 
on the estates of the Church. 

Twice vanquished, in the shape of Ancient Slavery 
and in the shape of Feudal Serfdom, the enemy rose 
again in the shape of Negro Slavery, the offspring not 
of Roman or 'Barbarian Conquest, but of commercial 
avarice and cruelty. And again Christianity returned 
to the struggle against the barrier thus a third time 

• 

reared by tyranny and cupidity in the path of her 
great social hope and mission, the brotherhood of Man. 
By the mouth of Clarkson and Wilberforce she de
manded and obtained of a Christian nation the emanci
pation of the Sl~ves in the West Indies. And if in the 

, , 

• 

• 
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case of American Slavery, the upper class of this 
, 

country, from political considerations, have shewn a 
change of feeli.llg, and the Olergy of the Established 
Church have gone with the upper classes, the Free 
Churches, more unbiassed organs of Christianity, have 
almos't universally kept the faitll. 

If, then, we look to the records of Ohristianity in the 
Bible, we find no sanction for American Slavery there. 
If we look to the history of Christendom, we find the 

• 

propagators and champions of the faith assailing Sla-
very under different forms and in different ages, without 
concert, yet with a unanimity which would surely be 
strange if Ohristianityand Slavery were not the na,tu
ral enemies of each other. 

On the other side of the Atlantic two communities 
are now grappling in deadly conflict. The principle 
of one of them is ~'ree Labour, while that of the 

• 

other is Slavery; and few can doubt that this is t.he 
root of their antagonism, whatever may be the imme-

• • 

diate cause of the present war. 
It can hardly be denied that the community of New 

• 

England, of which Free. Labour is the principle, was 
founded under the auspices of Christianity, though it 
may have been Ohristianityof an austere and narrow. 
kind, such as persecution produces in peasant hearts. 
The avowed object of the settlement was" the glory of 
God and the ad vancement of the Christian faith;" and 

. one of the fathers of the Oolony said, "It 'concerneth 
• 

N~w England to remember that they were originally 
a plantation religious, not a plantation of trade. If 
any man among us make religion as twelve, and the 

• 

• 
. 
• 

• 
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world as thirteen, such a:n one hath not the spirit of 
a true New Englandman." The settlers at first, like 
the Early Church, had all things in com mon, till the 
n~tural desire of separate property arose, and in this, as 
in other respects, the little religious community became 
a nation. The primary germ of the P?ritan settlement 
has, of course, been overlaid by a vast alien immigra-
ti on ; the original character of the people has to a great 
extent disappeared under the vast growth of the com
mercial element.; and other things have taken place 
which would make it difficult for one of the Pil grim lo 

Fathers, if he could return to life, to recognise the off
spring of his" religious plantation" in tbe Aluerica of 
the present day. Still the great Christian idea so far 
survives that it remains the fundamental principle of 
the community to treat all men as equally entitled to 
the full benefit of the social union, and to make the 
State a brotherhood of which all are equally recognised 
as members. And the destinies of \; community of 
which this can be said, whatever may be its defects, 
its error8, or its misfortunes, cannot cease to be an 
object of intere8t to Cbristendom. 

Virginia and the Confederate States, on the other 
hand, of which Slavery is declared to be the funda
mental principle, were assuredly not founded under the 
auspices of Christianity. They wer,e founded by'mere 
commercial adventurers of the very lo west kind. They 
were fostered by that dark er Power which .waits on the 
beneficent genius of commerce, and of which slave-

. trading Bristol was then the chosen seat. This power 
has been worshipped in all ages with human misery and 
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blood. It has led men in all ages to reduce their fellow 
men to slavery for their own profit. It leads men now 

• 

to put their own children under thtj lash of the overseer. 
t' -e. 

Nor does ,t.he Slave Power fail, in its extremity, to re- , 
ceive the sympathy of the element from which it is 
sprunge The heart of capitalist tyranny everywhere is 
with that supreme tyranny of capital which makes its 
victims slaves. Feudalism, to 0, knows its own, and feels . -
its affinity to a system under which, as in the times of ~ 

serfdom, the labourer is under the absolute dominion of 
ilielord. . 

Christian :;England tampered with Slavery for wealth. 
She has paid the penalty of her offence in the depraving 
influellce of the 'Vest Indian slave-owners on the cha
racter and manllers of this nation,. in the heavy sum 

-
which, when the hour of remorse arrived, was given to 
purchase Emancipation, and in the burden and expense 
of holding a numberof useless dependencies in the 
'Vest Indies; a burden and expense which will pro
bably be greatly increased if a great Slave Power is 
established on the neighbouring shore. The Chris
tian States of North Ameriea have tampered with 
Slavery for' Empire and fo:r the pride of a great Con
federacy; and they have paid the penalty, first in the 
poison which the domination of the Slave-owner has 
spread through their political and soeial system, and 

• 

secondly, in this dreadful and disastroub war. 


