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B it remembhered] that on the twclith dav o
D

Lcemncl, 17 the ninetcenth vear of the Indr.
pendence ot the United Smrf s of A"ll(‘i(‘m T

’
§ .L. aS'. %\; NAN WiMCHF STER, of the od Difiys C} hthdcpo.
g } ﬁ;—,‘:(] 1;1 11 NI )in(t thf lt C Lf o DOU ay ﬁe nsh
”;y)" whoere NI PATNS @ AU..-“_;.,] 1ohew (nlnouo'ﬂng
% a? g, ¢ "Tn .0 *t(JI‘H Qdalnﬂtk’ to M, ¢ GLE, Inan
¢ {wer to his Pamphlu, entiticd Tie /\Q‘ of Reafon. (cmﬁmg

““ {fome clear and fatistving Evide nf*f“"_. af the I ruth ot Divine Revel.
¢« tion: and efpecially of the Rofureition wnd Alcenhon of Jes &

*y
¢“ EFEruaNnaN WiNcui:TLR.

In conformity to the At ob th Dongrets of the United States, et
11Ld “ An A(ﬂ_ fOor the 2000 LA ONT i‘r‘ foeran ., 1)\ ‘ltCllr!ﬂEttht}-

© pres of Maps, (‘ldrta, aid Books, to "-'.}‘F‘ Avtiors and Pronrictors o

‘ fuch conics, durinz the times therein mentooned.”
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N. GOODALE, Clerk of the
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ADDRESSED 1o Mr. PAINE

ON HIS BOOK, ENTITLED

AGE OF RE A4S O N.

——fr{ 4 -4 & 4 4 " m&fm"" PeePey $.P Prirmen

LETTERXR I
SR,

NI very forry thet T bhave ady cccaiion to take w
% nen 2 6unl’( {uch an able writer as vou are ; ]mt
g dt\ sted the pMIICl} al poart of my life to the flu-
nra..ucc.. and prapagatin ot th:tt religzion, which you
vl to thle Fabwlvas 1oeol 95 You mud not be
g 4t my attﬂmgtmg to vingicate it with the zeual
dedion of 2 love r, who bis fcund more 1eal plea-
dtrcm than 1n all (\11 3 !h noe.

lﬂnls (v 15(“_, an 1o pye [iy° Hilt lV lln!-f) tant r{il’] 112 -
bz deo't“ { ‘Pau 1 < ) ANy ng v« autage over you,

"!rl.:) bE H?l"iﬁ to lllt Yo (t”*f"!‘ﬁ (\f L"'ly " -il‘ [t: l’llld

10re eyt ]b )
: Xten s Lnowlc;g 5 ui thie Fibie thot 1 hzwe
L T
omon"l what you pr me g it you had known
l y
MJM‘* better, I am peria ucd that vou would ne-
le art

€moted to renreient thc:.n in tre ridiculous

it‘f 1 have done

*Your ’ ~ "

,bOOk) Cﬁl}(d GZ"TF /‘_?J‘P /-:f R[""/;”s QET‘:' IS wrote

""-3?.:} 218 ' 3 . i i . : -
“OLs manncee, I have chofinthe form of let.

) ters
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ters to communicate my thoughts 1o you angd the
vvon the feveral fubjecls therein treated of n
In this firft letter I thall endeavour to fhey thaty
ydieas of the infinite wifdom, power, coodnefs a’nd e
ot God, which you protefs to learn from the Treat by
o; the creation, I am able to learn, even frox?l the X
ottament, which you treat with fo much copg,
Anc [ fhall alio, 1n fome of thofe letters, prove (lhr
to vour fatisfadtion) that there 15 abundance more [aif
irne Bible reivecting the Doty and lis WOiKS, thany
are willing to aiiow : for in order to render thet k
oif very little mmypoertance, yoeu afieét to reprefent th
ihiere 1s little cr nothing m 1t refpe@ing thofe fubje
sxcept in the xixth Plalm and {fome chaptcrs of the by

1 .y
J
-

o7 Tob. DBut 1l am apt to think, that you would new
“ave had the tenth part of the hnowledye of the Din
~erfeltions that you have, 1f you Lad never read thel
irie 5 oy thofe who are without the knowledge of
defpilcd ook appear, as far as we can learn, to be alm
totally ignotant of the true God, his glorious chanda
oad his amiable peitedlions,

I faall bepin with your very extraordinary affere
given ent In thewe words, ¢ T receliedt not a-fingles
re aioribhed to the men catled Anciltles, that come
unyv 1dca of what Ged is, 'Fhe only paflage thatoa
_ ; o5 any refcrence to the works of Gl
soaten oniy bis wildom wnd power can be knows,

P
»
Yol
p—

o 4
i

“ult

-~
3
~r
gl
v of
i

ated to have beenpoken by Yelps Chidl, asarem
ontnd dithhaldal care y  Betosd ihe Llesof tbt’ﬁf/‘f{d
coid not, weither oo ihoe prz This however is tard
voor oo the alluilons 12 Teb, and in the 16th P'{alm;l
11 1< Hravaer in idea, ansd the modetty of the mage
correipoadent to the maodeily of the man.”

How could you bave forgocten that moﬂ-beautifull
Pblime paSuge in A8 xvn, 2520, delivered bf
I*a: to ihe Adrbiais,

“+ God that smide the world and all thing thef

. . lleth
fecing that bz iv Lord of heaven and earth, d“c“{hiu
. T . * . . I

i temples noede with bands: ncther 18 WO

. : :
«i:h men’s hands, as though he needeth any thinf

e . ¥ hi S:J
Le civeth to all 1% 2ad breath, and all tfE"
21,

=y,

mn
i ) .
1,

N oth made of one blond all natious of m

- i
i 8 -i‘ & i
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.,flcc of the carth, and hath de‘ermined the times

sointed, and the boun Is of *-hcu'- hatitation ;

‘MLould feck the L: rd, C haplviney .lms_{;)t feel

ﬁcrhl” anid find him, thouah he be net f2r from every
ok y

o 0f 1 . For in Lim we hxe and move, and have our
i 1 L
fing; 23 ccrt:::n of veur own pocts nove fand, or we
iigy . .
MK : ey 1Ty O : IEH"‘"! R T o . R I
g allo his o'ls: nmg__}. {’L?qul ¥ tha}n u].., are .,;1.],_,
- "Tf“l :"_*" f’ li" ' "'!1':1 .f -
'j',l,mo‘ 01’ GO we oughiv Bov Ly tinna taint the God

Liis like uato gold, or f:iver, ¢r tlone, ¢raven by art
s device.” Andiathe begtnping ¢F his ntftle to
s Qemans, he mentions the worss of crenticn, and ob-
rey Lt Grvl may Le known thereby, as follows;

frFOIt ¢ V. I"l'[h ()f CU 1 15 1CVES flf"' l f TQOIm hggt cn qo“alnﬂ;
vy

Wline's and  uar Egh‘*com 1fs of men, who hold

ﬁt .'.":J.‘;:l 10 l“’hlf :.h..""...l u(‘. Ne Be CC AL Lle that \“"ulCll m-wLy

% known of Godis ranife! E n the m, 40" (-’Od hath fhew-

frunte the. F01 the nvifible things of him from

prezation of the world are clearly {eer, being under-

3

bl by tlie thmgﬂ that ore made, even ‘*1:, cternal poiva-

rad Codhead : fo that T!:.:v are without excufe. Be-
i thint when they ke Ged, they olorified him not
sGpd, Lut becamie vain in (e iman2waetions, and their
Gih heart was darkened. Pﬂ‘of:-:: g t‘lc;mfclves to be
g, they became toolsy end chan el tl‘ﬁ glory of the

woraptioie God nte un i:}::ﬁ-f;;: mnee l1he to COrrup~
e 2y, and to brres, anu fu:r:.:*—i-:?otﬁd beafts, and

F

g things, (Ko7 ol i 1%-——23. It is a well-
. . ~ - ! ] ) i I e . -~ ‘
v and melancholy fact, that o1l the nations who

wehad only thz book of ciextizn to read, have been
s 1dol orz, or waumd Atuer ginerally ex-
iﬁ]lmy V,LC]OI'[S w tiyoy e TS Py ilorrid Crimes arg

Bty 12 by St rawn/ in the TREIL _"‘Li.lfl’!t patt ctf this
Wter, and h—' ﬂ;c*a'::‘ that God Juitly *f oave them Lp
0 ﬂllLiL‘d“'“cl cecaufe they chon f‘Ld t} e truth of

dell_t\) d 1 f‘ 1) 1 Vv ‘l’lt'}Ot-i it Cl j o W & d thC CICIlthIe

1

I Lign e Creator, who is bleiiod forever, Amen.”
w3y 28,

41“ the bool of the Paupln trore which you call g beck
rrziazer there m 1y bz found feveral beautitul exprei-
“reating to God and his w orks, as Chap. 1v. i1

Y

QI o a
‘@t worihy, O Lord, to receive gloiy, and he-

A 3 | r:-:‘)ur?
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nour, and POWer* for thou haft created 411 thirigs
for thy F].Qd are thev sre and werg Created ot W

Chap. xvi. 7. «Z }(.u.:, God, and give glorytohu
tor the hour of his indvwentis come : apd wolﬂuphm
that made heave a and (:‘...1111 and the fea, and the foma.
tains of waters.’ |

Chap. x1x. 1. Alleliaz 5 lulvation, and glorv ”
Lonour, and power, u: 1L the f.cxd our (:od T

\’ f_.r. 5, 6. ¢ Protle cur God, all ye his fervm
and ye that fear him, both imall and gieat, Alflua
lor the Lord God Onmlp stert reigneth.”

I he apofltle Folz 1n lus Lrit ep: ﬁlc, €ives us the p
bedunful idea of what God 1s, that can poflilly be ¢
Preffﬂd or concelved.

FYobiiv. 8. ¢ He that loveth nct kuowethnot Ged:
i\..l (:r"‘d is love.”

Ver., 16. ¢ And wec have known and believed (e
Iove that God hath to ue. God s love, and hetly
cdiclleth 1in Izve dwelleth 1n God, «ud God 1 hin?

Asd again, ¢ God is light, and in him 15 no datk
nt all.”’ (hap 1. 5.

And tue upuﬁlg sz,rza cives us a number of jultwes
concerning God and his perfe&tions in s fhort epiltie

Chap. 1. 5. ¢ 'f any of you lack \muom, let hin
2k of Ged, that e1veth to all men liberally, and upbrai
cili not, ard it fhall be civen him.”’

Yer. x3. ‘¢ Letro 11’1'11] iay when he s *f‘*l‘*lp"td
ara teranted of God: for Ged cannot be tempted W
evil, neither temrteth he nuy man, &c.” N

Ver. 17. ¢ ver y goud gift, and every perie
;' dt, ic from above, ardccmeth down frem the Iatier o

3
ol s with whe:n is 2o variablenels, ncaher {l1agow ¢
22

Ver sa. ¢ Ter the wrath of man torketh not th
tigntecoulnefs ot God.”

Ver. 27. ¢ Phl‘f‘ and undefiled religion hefore G0
and the Father, 1s 1his, o vifit the fdthellefa and ¥
dcvs tatheiratfladéacn, and to keephxmfth L.,nfpmtedflm
tlie wor.ld >}



t /7 1

oty - T S il

s of gen ziie Lu{.h,), cauaitty, che rmivliie of man,
idﬂefsa liberality, vic noulett herevolenc e, t‘n...._iter
“cramﬂ'% tyrants a !*d f)ﬂfu*o"{'om, ani encoulagemeat.‘:r
hoic who ate patient fuflerersy &c. &c. of which
tble cplﬂlc is full, might have ibcured tins part of facred
woit 28 lealt from tixe carum you have atter 1ptcd to oL
e vt lurge; A cipectally as in this ept!-

3011 tb(’ ‘L)J--....
P § v \ } 11 1 'R '
fhcre ID no 111-_11;141[.1 8 S ! }mt \OLI 2 t. 1ol g‘ra JU: },/}I-U“

--

,fﬂofa AR Gyl nasnky en o d oerefs. buat finds ng this.

wok in the Biiie, you ave detvrruned to de {pirie 1t
inong the relty thoug. had ..;t beeu wrnitten by the
i

a B | “ i.- - - [ ., - -
';.341.!“.? -k \ruh:t' if..i‘f‘: b'lfl.f'.l ai.}"'

O - “
}iauded s a mater-p rece,

But above all, Lo coull Vel rmrmf;:—;_t my l.ord and:
Maﬂt‘l‘ 76’ I/A) C’/"h/; in {uch a C D 1*:‘: mg 3 i 338 cint of 1 hr

mou]a”e lone m thrz guotition . hove recited ? I 1J_L

deavour to clear Lis ¢ m"..:_}‘.x o :ttle 1n ti*is seinelr,

bycmng a {fpecimen a 1 SRQTS more ot large t henyon have
donc, of his nob‘e difc “J*Iiui u;?m ..{E (uiart Hel l care, andls
of the divine benevolance excraifed towards all his

1

wrks: And though the geacrnlity of my readers
vosld only need that 1 thoeu i re fer o the patlages, yet.
s you declare, that you £eod s L..z'z o, 1 thall tranferive.
bme texts. for your CONViy “"t;ua "md ml ruction; for it
tere 1s any refcience to the 1ower, wildom, sud veod-
el of God in the only pafiape 'i.a,..a..t GOCHITIG 1O %0, U5
fpol-.en by Tefus Chritt, ¢¢ = nom the lities of the beld
they toil not, 1:1"h€1 L Lm,y (20, M At 18 thers g
.ae fo‘lmunfr d fcowrfe? St Lifnes, vio 2:0--04.
) hcrcﬁ’*ru I {2y unto —ou, )
tho.mht 101 VOUI lifc what ve thall cat, or what s e {hall
drmk, noroyet for vour bru), woant ye thall pot oo, dss
wt the jife more tlna meat, cnl the Lol A7 thaay nement

Behold tie forls of t an : 45r th

.

| * \
A2 D anaGuN

'y . - .J- -
!,., e

.’7
o they rean, ncr &..thm mm sarys y yei yoar hoavenly
Father fechth thera. Are vot ve muon betlor tarc

ihe)? Which of you, by taking thowgnt, can aud Cile

Uit (or even an Vait’s breadt .1) uto his firture ¥ Anl
“hy take ye thoun,xt for raiment? Coafider the lilies:
of the field hOW the ¥ grow ! tl. £ tot! S PR naittier do
ey fpin . al d yet 1 {ay unto you, that cven Sulomon

in "~ thel
all his glory, was not arra/n:l litke one ot thele,

Whereo
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Wherefore, i God {o clethe the orafs of the ¥
- * y t
which to-dav 15, and to-1m :0LITOW 15 cnﬂ it the 0

Ve
fhall he not much more ciottie you, Q ve of i, fantkp>
'I'herefore, tuke no (anxicus) thou; wht f;“ o “:-

C‘\’

o

{hail we cat ¢ or what thail we drink ? o W

!

1CTCTIt Y

{hzll we be clothed ? (For atier all thefe t‘,,;_?n?;kg;:fl
Centiles feek 1) for yeur heavenly Father knowey, th;
ve have nced of all thele things.  But f{eek YE firit b,
.“..mglom of God, and d his righteconfnefs, ang 41l thf;l
things fhall be zaded.vato you. Take thercfyr )
11‘101_1*1" it for the morrow: for the mozrow jLaj o
*:wu.;ht for the thmu‘q of 1tfelf,  Suallzient URSO the
(prcfem) day 15 tha evil thereof.”  And tf&erdm "
fliould not borrow or anticipate the trouslcs of ¢,

fowing day, [ur that witl always make our [l 013
tyoice as heavy 25 otherwi .o 1t would ta.

And agam 1n chav. x. '.e tzacies jus ¢, Cinles ty
moit excellentlettons of contentment, viiidow, innocene,
fortitude, ref onation, trult 1 God, p*tle“ce reiolutio,
aud all the genuine and notriotic viilues tivet ever adom.
ed the grec....eﬁ {foul ot thc molt rencyvnzd ne oee Haw
could von have ever read that chonter without being
charmed with 1t.7 Itis one of the mo’t ercelient, an
raating, and encouraging harangues that ever was made
Cy a geaeral to his r<)Idl(.1"-" . AU loav and wean purluits
ard pa"ﬁcas are Lere forbidden, fuch as love of wealn,
fa.n..., worldly or {enfural pleaiur , and that moli coward:
H patiwon, the fear of man., . heé 1mt..1r..;..~; thera with tat

ult con.,._i._.u)* ci cven hifeatfelt when 1t COTLS 11 COm-
petluon with thinge of vall 1mportance, swhech all true
8k ttuutq reel when thev boldly meet death for the gCLd
of masking. I.can hard] y do ].,lihc.e to this moit ari
mating  difceurfe, without reciting the whole, nhi

Uuld takse up too much reom, and if vou Kept g Bit«,

l fhoould only reler you to 1t, Vv"’ltl"' an cainedt reciielt *}mt

Ou wor...,.ld read 1t with fcrlous attention : but as youw
not, 1 owill Juote w few paflages.

- {'enr not them wliich klll the body,; but are not@

bie to kill the foul: but rather fear hlm who 1s able U

deltroy beth {oul and body in hell.  Are not two fpal

rows feld for a forthing? and one of them (hall not fal

SR sround H'h...ut Y CUX Vather, But tae very hait
¢



L ¥ 4

“\nother difcourle of the fame nature, dchivered be-
] y large aftembly, 1s recorded by St. Lule in

fore a VeI _ 1 | .
i "out of which I thall quote a few pafiaves, {or

w And T fay unto vou, my fiiznds, Be not aliaid of

nem that kill the body, and atter thut have no morc
that they can do. But I will Hiorcwurn vou whom vyou
141 fear: Fear him, who alter he huth Kiled, hath
power to call into hell ;3 vea, 1 {fav unte you, ffear him,
Are not five [parrows fold for two tarthings, and not
one of them s forgotten beflore God ? But even the ve.
i hairs of ycur head are all numbeied.  Tear net

- |

therefore : ye are of meoete value than many fparrows.)’

VCI’. 4, 5, 67 7" . . . _—
“ And he [id unto his difciples, Therelere T {ay unte

vou, Take no thought for ycur lite, what ye {hail eat
neither for the body, what ye fhall put en. ‘L he It
is more than meat, and the body 15 more tiian ralment
Confider the ravensy tor thev neitber {ow mnor reap
which neither have flercloufe ner bein, and God {fsed

¢th them. How much more are yo beiter than th
fowls 7 Anld which of vou wih trRing thought can arl

{ .
to k1s fluture o~e ¢ it 7 I Ve teen be not abie to d
that which is Jeall, wiy tuke yve theugbt for the redt

' -2 1 “ ' 5 ) 1
Cenlider the Dlter, boos they oot 5 thes tour nct, tue

3

?
Innnoty ard yet I fav unto von, that Holomon, m oA

, . o/ ,
s el . _ D T B | .-*
his £i0Ty, Walk NOTU Gliraved e one of thele,  TL i

N . ‘i h! - T - , - 1‘,# Ny . X g8 :' .
God {o clothe the gt'n_’;}r, el 15 to dav s thie dies

and to morrow is caft into the oveny how much 1mo
will he clothe vou, O ye of little faith 2 Ana jeek b
ve wist ye {fhall cat, ner what ve Dhall drink, natb
}_?;6 ve ot doubtftl mind., Yoerali thefe thires do the
tiens ¢t the world fock afrer: and vour Fatuer knowse
that ye have need of thefe things. But rather feek
the Kingdem of Ged, and gll thefe things ell be w
¢d unto you. ” Ver, 22—131.

I thould not have recited 1o orcat a pirt of this
cellent difcourfe, being fo neatly like that in St 27
Vi, did 1 not evi:..it:utl; APTLal to Le deliqorod ot oo

t



[ 10 |

ther time. And perhaps this may obviate another v
objeftion which you make to the evange ui’ts, bccaur:akf
{ome fmall difference 1n their cv)?'-::ﬁ....,._i s for 1t i \e:
poﬁlolc that where there 1s any (.0'1*11’“1‘1‘* L2 diﬂ’crency
n their accounts, that they i fact relate ditereps L‘L;tf
or different circumitances of the fame cvent. Arj
thus there 1s no bontr adiction at all, but only oge me;
tions fomething which the otuer omitted. But 14,
the worlt of the «'Yatr, and allow for the fake of ars.
ment, that there are fomc few fmall real 'hﬂelence:, '
their accounts, this would be {o far from o \e"t]nompg
their teflimony in the main, that it w uu“‘a rather tepg
to confitm it ; tor it is an 0“*161&.-:;{1011 trat will fliike o)
1eafonablc mcn that if the four ex 4*'10‘&2..;5 were lmpof.
tors, and had contrived together to forge their colpels
they would not have varied one ircm ancther in ary
circmuftance. Sothat the very thung you obiedl to them,
1 a full proof of their being hou elt men who had node.
ign to impofe upon the w orld.
I would not with to weary you with auotations from
the New Veltament, which you appear 1o heantilyto
defpife ; but there is one paffuge where Yo (peaks
ef the toundlels gocdnels of G od, and teaches us toms

1tate him 1a fo hzautitut’a manner, U hiat Bt is well wor
thy of youar atteution, and at the f:z,n ¢ timae wiil fhow

wh 2t hitite :ici*t NaLnee 15 to i e ]‘ (Cca L"‘l“‘Oll VOU as

writer or teacher of m.{!gmn, v ven e "r'“‘f v .

. . , ,
revrafont thie New Dellaruant, as 1:';(*-1;3_:".; th feuree’y
contatned  a fingle rlea reipolbing Geodl nes mabuig
% - . . ‘11
perfedticns, or works,  The raiape 1 ouilads toors e

where oot Savicar recommends s : notde ) and bkt
vittue, Jove or bencevoicnce to cit {:‘:‘;::m'if;ﬁ,- 2nd -
forces.at fiomi.the exa Iﬂj\]C ot Our NEaAVLNIT s vathe
tie tollowing words, St. Matt, v, g1, 45- 4. 4% 4 ﬂ‘a
“ But I {ay w*"fo vou, Love vour enemies, e s 1115'11
that corle you, de ;={wol to themn that hate yeu, and
pray tor therm tli.-.at, uci;;it*.,u,ny ule Vi, muJ }uf e(ule
},?rfn'f": that Y€ . may be the cbhidren ot vour rather v 1.0
< 11-hesmyen @ for he a0

Yo

" . . * € . £ .
ety Yik fon 1o rife on thed

vil, and on the cood, and f::‘*..}f: Y ron oa the jull, ':nj

.o, - et
on the unsut, . For i ve tove {h*‘*m whn love you, Wi
soward liave ye? do not even the publioans the 1:1::‘:1»1
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L

o falute vour brethren only, what do ye more

J if . b
y y-s? donot even the publicars fo 7 Be ye there-
feft, even as your Fathcr which 1s 1n heaven 1s

han Othel
* M - . * : - . -. ‘ | S 3
o9 that is, by lmitating his conduct in tois ve-

Pela};elif‘v’e vou are the huft va:riter _:‘zgainﬁ the New
retament that €ver pretended its Writigs to be cbzg@r
,.*,,m:;-_:.:z:/?zzf : they have gererally E:i’f)t‘u'-:;d 1t to contain
- nobleit and completeil {yflem ot 7.’:.97:(?/.,;' that ever
. exhibited te mankind 3 which muft evidently appear
2 be the cafe, even to the moit fUPEI'ﬁCiH} readers., T
. fcarcely find a chanter of Coutroverfy in the w}aolc
wcks but manychapters whoily ﬂ"ilrf:d tauth”the E:}:IOICCﬁ
porclity, as St. Matt. v. V1. n Kom. xil. xlit. J5.-
gef. iv. vo vie Celonioav, 1 [heff. v. Lit. a1, the
dole epiftle of James. 1 Pet. 11, 1. Delides a great
rfoportion in mapy other chapters. | ‘

[ hall quote three or four paflages as a httie {peci-
aen, 00t for your {ake only, bLut to fhew to ail my rea-
krsthe amazing beauty of the New 1lellamernt 1n this
eipect.

When our Lord was on earth, he was atked by a law-
wein thefe words, ¢¢ Mafter, which 1s the gresr com-
mndment 1 the lazw 2 Jelus fard auto him, "Thou fhalt
ove the Lord thy God with ail thy heact, and with ail
ay foul, and with all thy mind.  “This 15 the ficlt and
teat commandment. And the flecond s like unto it,
thou thalt love thy neichbour as thyfelf. On thele
wocommandments hang all the law and the proplhets.”
St Matt., xxit. 36—39. St. Mark xi. 28—34.

tLuke ¥, 2537,

Thefe paflages hold frrth the love of God and man as
“wellence of revealed pratical relinion, and if vou
9w any thing of the principles of natural religion, you
33“ know them to be eflentially the [ume with thele;
"y thc_ll would you rejeét the Bible which teaches
“tle principles in the fhorteft, plaincit, moft ccmpmc-
f_",e"“"e a{]d eafiecit mannar ? Man has neca to he tow o b
F:i“fy &111 ljhe directell manner poﬁ'ibll_e, for his i1 K
Efﬁ.;t bi) kmtf; and 1t he muit be obltoed to reac -he
b 0' Of matare or creation through, and Uil i1
40t well, in order to learn his duty to Ged and e,

j';‘*l'\"f
o~ & ¥
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few men will ever be foand to hove fufficient tiy, "

lities, or means to atiem tis Knowledge, Ané if 3

man f{hould fp&:lld 2 thoulond LTSS 10 t} ilddv of th:

crﬁ;;ition, nhe could Lad cut ru::.tmn_f; 1 pracical relisi

more thaen he noeht tenrn inoan hiour, by reading inothc'
: . ]

D ° 41- - - \ 311 - i . §TY) N : |
Bble, Heance the inconcervalbls dumu;tﬂge ot ﬁuds;m

the fcriptures, wherain cur duly 1s o p“z“....y revealed
> -

Another bLreutitul pullooe, whersia we are Lol
Low to conduét oo lcives iaraliib] 'y tight towards gy |
fell ow-creztires, at a1l tim<s. witl: Uht 1.] re leal dliT'
CIUL}" ..] DOlt t (u 1 BROANY 1 C' ,,. .
¢« { herefore all things wis:
l:oid do to you, GG Ve CVEN 1 to them: lor T.hlsls
the law and the prophets?” Sr. Naavt. vine 2. St Luke
vi, 31, If veu ‘were to ftady a'tionomy or philofophy
for 2 tioufrad o , you con: ' never learn a proper con.
du&t towards your fellow-creatures more effeduall,

than vou ave taught in thic {thowt

a 1

't patlage. Here vi
have a role mhlch 1s {o thort H a1t 1t Will never burdtn

the memory, and fo plain thut the mott fimple may i

1

deritand 1 1t, and o ecn) ar.d nertinent, that tls 1mpofh-

ble to mittuke in the aupbeation of it. You may fe!
thie moil blind a *m prejudiced of all yudges in the ok,
(I mean, fo/f/cve) end Le will (ive a right veml&m

thiis ai... . ht vwill tell vou hevr vou ”ould with cthess
to conduct themicives towards vou, in all poffitle ar
cuipiilenees, It this was the onlv moral precept it 2
the New Toitament, 1 {hould ¢ Acem it a a traly va maﬁe
bnak.; but there are icveral Lundreds more, and &l

J

uul‘h)/ 4l attention.
Thore 1s 2 pallare 1 St. me < eprlie to Titus, tiet

for imuortance and contiirers 1 onever e xpect to fec £x-
ce &1, ¢ TFer the =~ o« Uad that bmlgctl  [alvau:

I A TS h..l., I appears .:i . Loacliane us, that deny-

i > I‘DGOdlmem and worldly luils, we Mould live fober
1) RAEIR SR and g godiy, in this prefent uorld i
if, I, 172,

How much here 1s 1a a lictle ! ‘The favour org?‘dfﬁf’f
God, Gringrrig the greatcit of ail hietlings, fa/wf:'_ﬁ":
which is a (‘r)u,..p ete aehvumca i. om the love, I
pow*“* crilt, 1"‘(11111“0 : pmé‘t...(.( and exiitence oi iy

- th
and alfO 1 final deibraciion of {oryvow, Crymg, pﬁlﬂ;de‘;ni
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every evil, which are the confequences of tranfgrefl.
on; 10 all men, t}'jc'u hole. human race th}lout excep-
«on, Glorious news. 1his grace teaciheth us, a mott
pportant lFffon,_ en(.;z-.iJgh to engage us‘allﬂour IIVCS', {0
Loy ungadline/s, 1oprety and profanenels ot every kind,
ud worldly /zf-ﬂ.:, fuch as Intemperance, uncleonr: s,
jnger, envy, pride, covetouinefs, amition, olc. that we
would live foberly, this comprehends 1a cne word all
i¢ duties we owe to cuilelves, fuch as temwperance,
fnfity, meeknefs, hemeliy, &oe, wignicoud this one
cord includes all enr daty towards wmenkwind, inch as
loing 111y, and lovins merey 5 and g;/f v, herem .is
emprehended that reverenc:, love, gratitaae, worihip,
ad conftant obedience tiiat we owe to onr rrreat Crea-
o, And all this 1s ordered to be praltifed wn this pre-
jint world, for the rirnoic of hrtuging glory to the
ame of God, honour to religion, peace to our own
nnds, and hanpinels to {ociety,

I fuall recite one paflace more out of the New Tella-
ment, containing 2 molt beautitul comment upon tle
cend table of the law, faewing how eafily all thels
mpertant precepts mav be obferved or fulhlled, by on-
ly polleling that amable difpofition, Lve, with whick,
ue Chriftianity never fails to iufpire the hearts of ali
iy real pofleflors.

Rom. xiii. 8, 9, 10. “ Owe no man any thing, Lut
“tolove onc anotner : for he that loveth ancther hath
“tulflled the law. Tor this, 'T'hou fthalt net commit
:adultery, Thou fhalt not net kill, %hou fhalt not
“ iteal, Thou {ha.lt nct bear ralle witnels, Thcu fhale
Mot covet, and 1f there be any other commandment,
s briefly comprehended in this faying, namely,
“ Thou fhalt love thy neighbour as thyfelf. Love
“ I’;;orkfeth no 1l to his neighbour: therefore love 1is
ﬁﬁicti:enlt]'lfilhng of tne s \::.” ['his one paragrapil 1s
f 0 gve a candid reader a very high cpiricn
% the ef{(}ﬁilency of the New 'teitament, and of tre
eat abilitics of the admirable St. Fu</. «lhom you

idicule g - i5b) 11
" *—ule a5 tl\e nl‘anufa&uret‘ Qf CIUIDblES - thcugh 't 1S
Yell known, that

nd

e fabl o tl_lc gre\at l,.ortg;:n‘ub, 10 1}14 trzattie o
ed WeEy mentions Pl of Tarfue vwalvsw, =i

P
: .
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I mult quote a very confiderable part of ¢
Teftament, if I would point out all jts beaut'itc
enough has been faid to prove that you haveds
great injuftice, by reprefenting 1t entirely baryey of
one idea of what God 1s, and as having by ;Jne iy
reference to any of his works, and as being c}jen P
troverfial.  Cur readers will judge by the foqe.
aiven, what credit 1s due to your rmany Lold aﬁfrt?;ﬂ
refpeCling the povrty, ablurdity, tulfehoog, U‘Laﬂttri?*i-.f
cruclty, wichedneis, and uncerteiniy of the o ur
book wvhich tos done mere geod to menkind th;n 1
the otier books that evar were written 5 and thi '1‘5110

One i‘

* SR I I o e N » ) o i . . .
me an taiityie preor or ats wuta and infuiraie
@ Y B = y : T Jr > ‘, 4
wlhich [ 028§ dall never Lo aibzamed.

+am wivh refped,

r -
Yous, &,

e .+ B .(,.(...(..(..‘,i‘;iﬁ*‘,..). > P PP P

LETTUER I
ST R,

S I write 1n the form of letters, 1t is no greit
mitter which part of your book I anfiwer fu

and swhich laft 3 1 fhall thercfore take up this lettern
rroving cne of thofe grand and moit 1mportant fats,
which you refufe to belicve, but of whicli there s tae
fuile! poflible evidence, I mecan the rofurreetios of
Fofius Crom the dead. The proot of this wiil gresly
thorten this controverfy 3 for if it can be ruirly piosd
that 7o/ns arofe from the dead, tlien it will pecetlanly
follow, that the fcriptures aie truc ; that Jbryf 5 12
true Mefliah, the Saviour of the world ; that lis cesl
was of great nmportance, and fhall an{wer wvery vau
Lie purpofes; and 1n fine, that the great plan of tiie It
demption of mankind, through the death of jgua
the crefs, which to you appears in fuch a gleery o
riciculous light, was a plau of tafinitz wilduin and gf‘a(}d-}
nefs.  For nothing can be more ceitain, thay that G
would cever Lave confirmed falfehcod and aecepivd

by fuch an aftorithing tack, as the relurrection of %’-’J”‘
' ;U
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tom the dead. Lt this therciore be our prefent {ub.
xdt.

There are four mar rks of niloriczl truth, which no
Llfehood ever had, or in the nature of ti:ms:‘s can have:
ad it the refiur L.........uon 34 7 /zr b.....ars tizem all, 1t mul’c

ul‘.ﬂ-

e true 5 cuse all tog rigicule you hav trcated 1t with,
e

fvhl tﬂll ul')k)n }L)ll ’“- S 1
1 he fom infalle D‘“ mat ks are thele s

Iir, That the t 1ines done, or faid to be done, are
fuch a3 the fenfes of mea can ;misra;: of.

Secrmulv 1 1t th:r&. L: a compctent number of
fathful wit nefft.s CI the Liilys d,,m,, or ainrmed to be
done,

Thirdly, That ot only Liftories be written, but cer-
i ontuarl actions Le peiformed, or certain inititu-
ions fet up, in remembrance of tho'e facts which havc
been dere @ And,

Fearthly, That fuch inflitvtiors comnmence from the
Fev i whcn LLme titngs teek l);“,\_,t,

'i'hera e meany true facrs whicl have net 21l thele

w

Lol | B L L -

rorks, bat notniny can Le fadile wiica has them, as
- g ) - 3

nelt concar evicent to all who uare capavic ot refiec-

ton, \L v tuis 1mportant fall, thse refurieltion of
Yefue, hus all inhete four maris of truth: The apnofile
hvs, ¢ Thst which we hove heard, which we have
zen with our cves, whl{:n we Lavae lcoked upon, and
exr rards have hendled of e word of 1iey that which

~
L

"e) L r"n - . 2Vl . » "1- "8 Y ’
e nave jeen aid beard deotaire e uato ven,” &ec.
1

Fiosn b, 1, 2. In what vou cull, foe AR Z’L"é of
A, {H vireh by the way was evidently witten by
e lime poed viho wrote S, Loudes SR ‘)F‘T) WwWC reac’
Bt ¥l dowed himla ! alive o 1iis ':m citles by
m‘”‘ inating PEOOTS, DCENE 1cen :;f em forty days,
Coraings ol e thie os portuining to the kiagdem of
C“?ﬂ-” BEASSLTES PP 1S v lm e-{ €O ‘f‘fi ior them
Wohe fube sl dL Gnd to have ail their doubts re-
moved s gad ctos S from the accounts glven, that
hc u. ﬂui: veitel as Ay ci us .ﬂ'l(JU].f:l have

Lt Gned, far frora weakenir oo thir evidence,
S ettt o ety it )

!'..{__ A PR SR T W

And 23 o lt.f‘-._:_r‘rt_iii.._,nl ol w1 ovrs oa t}"ipg the

feafss '

AT RS ) Coy s - . : ’
4 .L-].C,-J \_J“_LL* 11*.1 ! fl (jr’ {.{)I i‘irh}ﬂ' ( Ll_!_,f] lnd lid
-

S {o o
At ' i I
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fee him, hear him {peak, handle him, eat 59 i
with hiry, 1n all which things they could not be dec;lk
ed) fo 1t alfo had the fecond mark mentiopeg abosh
for there were a competen: number of witgef, '
whom he aspeared, {uflicient to prove and :mthent'icm‘l
the facl, even though their number fhould have be:
no grezter than yon are wiiling to allow, eight nint
perfons s but St. Pau/ informs us, that Chrif Was [
of ebove fuve bundced Lrethiren at once, of whop e
greatcr patt were zlive when he wrote.  See |,
xv. 6. And St. Peter {ays to Cornelius and his faml]vl
“ Flim Geod raifed vp the third day, and fhewed };
orenly, rot te all the people, but to witnefles Chofeg
befere of God, even as, who did eat and drink wip
him afier Le @refe from the dead.”” Aéts x. yo, 41,

‘[ he witneiles were fafiicient to authenticate the fad.
and by the {ame rvie that you can overthrow the tefh.
mory oi lo many hundicds, you might that of as may
thonfands or miluiois,

'The refurreGion of &4ry? has the third mark of
truth ; there merc vot eniy hiritosies writie nof the great
cvent, by thofe wi

)

he were eve-witnefles, but thereisa

rerpetual enfervance ©f a particular day every week i

.
remembrance of (oryd’s rinne from the dead ; and mof
Chriftian nations have ycarly chierved the feaft of Rl
ter for the faine puripoic.  .And we are fure that ths
creat fafl has the fouwrth mark- of truth, for the weekly
oblervation of thiat day on which Yefus rofe, commenced
from the very timz, and has been obferved without i
termiflion ever fince.

There are a nuinber of hiflorical faés, that have
thefe four raarks ot treth, and they are all undoubtedlj
true 3 as the beheading of king Charles the firlt thl_s
was a thing that the fenfes of men could judge .Of'a'_“
wis donc opcnly in the face of the world ; hlﬁongs
have been written of it, which, though they vary
fome circumftances, agree in the main; and an infiitus
tion is kept up in remembrance of it, even the olbferva'
tion of a fafl upon the goth of January ; and this com-
menced within abount twelve ycars from the time toe
fa&t was done, while many were {t1ll alive who
1t with theit cwn eyes, Tt
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The reftoration of ];ing Chz_‘laics the fe-ﬂ:ond, i\*as anos
her fa6 of the fame nature @ toe ey es ot men COL}ld {ee
Ei;m +hen he landed upon th(-.; Ilaghith {}u)rc ; their ears
c;illd hear the acclamations ol ll?.c r‘f‘.ult_ltud.cs : he.came
p;‘ii)lidv into the ]iingdom ,.,; N mﬂltution 1S LO th11:; day
kgt Up i remembrance ot l;‘h r-ftoration, even t.;lff'. ch-
iation of May 295 aad this commenced from the ve-
rv ime when the cvent took 1‘1 e, | 'he e }e of the
wrolution 1o ngland, in jhc time of kKing William the
qird, the Indepenience of America, afld the ‘1...1?28 1€VO-
rina in France, are all fafts of the fame kind: they
wore fats that the fenles ¢f men could E:ert.ﬁin%y judgre
oy thay wrere done cneuly 5 tiere zre inflitutions, or
e o-{2rvarion of certain days ia remembrance of thewm
o thofe Inttituttons commenced from the very time
Genthole thinrs tosl plase, Moo ifveucanovertlirow
setruth of the refurrection of Jofus, wiaich has all thefe
afadlitle mavrke of tiuth, I can, Ly thelame rule,deltroy
Geevidence of every Lifiorical fa@ that has ever ta-
benplice fluce time beeon. 'L he great and learned Dr,
Prejllyyinhits fermon on the relarvrection of Cory? (which
Pvould tachly recommend to vour perufal) obferves,
That we have much more evidence of thiat great event,
tan of any other that ever took place. FYor it was not
aly made fo plain to the firit witnefies ef it, that they
oud ot be deccived themfelves, bat their charalters,
i tie perfecutioas they were expefed to and {uffzred
nccenat of their telliaony, forbids cvery idea or pof-
ity of their being rmpoflors,  The falt was as fully
wetizated for wearls theee hundred years as it vas Foi-
e 1t thould be, wiile it was freth 3 and the 0TOIETS
* atll the pefiinle power, volicy, malice, and eve-
Talvantage to Lave the {albood of it deteted , wotch,
T couid have Leso dene, would certainly have teen
‘ y @0d wiieh dete&ion would immediately have
;:i;‘tnl Lhe ‘CL:‘aufe :)f Chritianity torever. BL}E tnitead ?f
" «:1113{._;*:: cate, the long and fevere trial ended in
l‘.le C::r;ui;f)} oj‘“ thﬂ‘great’er part_ofr the inhz*{t,itants N
kﬂwled”“{:*:ah;r:;pire, ka}nd their {ree and hearty ac-
b 1‘110Ttui;1 Of the truth of the | a_&,;cont}'ary to all
A veterate prejudices.  'T'his 1s no inconfider-
AEgumentin fivour of the certainty of this import-
3 ant
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ant event ; for what but the amazing power-of :

could pouibly have wrought {o great an effef » a
For my own part, I think that the exiftence of Chs

flianity 12 the world 1s a full aud infallible proof ¢ |

. r~ . ; . ® ro at &
fus roie {rom tae dead 3 winch 14 he had not done ZH
.

*hould {zaice ever have heard of himj and his ref] oy
could not rrave eviited a year, nor fcurcely a week -glfg
; : . IR
E:-he wnclz dependod on s riing from the dead, ey,
g to his preawcaons o treguently dehivered to hig dif,
ciples. For had he failed in that point, none would by,
ever trufled 1n him, nor proneaated his dellrine iy the
world 5 and 1 am confident thiat w2 st this diftance of
vime fhould never Liave heard ot hir.
I had an opportuaity whenn London, of illuftrting
this, by an example worthy of netice.~—Qne eveningi‘
-

thus addreflied my audicnce :
** L'o prove that you would never have heard of Jefir,

- - o ~ . . . .
1¢ he had not actvally rifen rora the dead, accordingto
nis predictions, I will meation i o8nir thiat happened

in your owa c:ty, and fince the begunrivg o1 the neley
century.

“ " b | - - el o - r‘ l’—\_ . - .:u - '1;*“ : ‘,
Tkere v7os » new fe© arciz obhont (hat cme, W)
- v - . - . T r
- =, =Ty - ™ ] . 1-.. ~ :-ﬂ - 5 -ﬁ: 2 - - ""1 bad #L)'
ovopnelied ard declared that theiv voeligion would Iprea
-

cover the whole world in a fhert tizac s and in proofol
thefe aliertions, oave tuls ign, Uhat or. Lanes, one o
thair brethren, who was buricd on the 2 5th ¢i Decen
ber, ﬂlot'.ld, on the 2_:’1'111 of the next tlav, five monls
from the dme of Bis budal, between oo Lours of twelie
and vz in the afternoon, 1ife {rem he dead, Lunt epen
his grave, and walk home to kis heuflo publicly through
the ftrects of Londor. Aad tis predifhon they put-
lithed beforchand, asa fign, to whiih they iavited the
attention of the people 5 and thioy faid, ¢ 1 tl’;lﬂS w9nd€1'
* takes place, of which we are tuily aflured, i “”E“ be
“ certainly known that we are the Lord’s pcople. AC'.
cordingly oa the day, vaft numbers flocked to the place
where this man was burizad, and waited to fee him I}ffa
but i vain, {or he rofe not. The conifequence of Wb“g
was, that the fedt immediately fell into contempt, '?nfo
came to nothing, and Dr. Eames was {oon forgotten)

that I fuppofe tew of you ever heard of his nane. - 33‘;
this would certzinly have been the cale with Je/uws b
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1f he lina ot troiy bawe ritenl frecr tna o

¥
.; . Ny ' -,

- - " ,.'J : . R % f 1 : - " Y
4! che fasiclion of Tearring from a noum' ~p
W

new et vnever heard of Dr. Egen o
' ?‘;;'ﬁ)-_l"f}}!_ e Hved’ died’ 2 ad Was

4 in their city. Ao it {Ppeats te me to be prove
od beyond ail (:ontfadiff‘ttm‘]i tnaf L:ﬁ:"{/f Tejus a?’iua]ly
wfe from the dead. | Aind tiars f;}cz beino tiue, it wiil
weefarily rolio +, 'I.h'fzt the C‘nruh;{n v tem, Lwhlch 15
i, fie, weak, an'di ridizulevs 1n Vo 65‘?.€.em,‘ s trulv a
Jan of iniinite wildow, power, snd goodnels ; worthy
fthe acceptation ol ail raaniim:t,
This fubiect 1s the Roie ForSsly T, b-e‘cav {e this 1s the
reing polnt bstwecn‘ %Mz"»};:‘ 2i: _Ciu :.i}f:‘ans: 3 here we
iide: for if the dollimwe of {07¢/7s reiurrediion can
e overthrown, then i1s Chuiftianity o £:hicy out 1t 1t be
pirly proved, then the Christian iviiem cun be ealily
pantained againft Deifm. Here 1 am willing to rei®
the merits of the caufe, being fully perfunded thot th
gouad 15 good,

i

1 am, Siv,

SIR,
\VHAT you have advanced in yvour book acaiai®

4 ob 2L
the aicenfion of cur Saviour TFe/ue Chrijl, ai%cnra
lto me on reacing {o weak, vacue, inconclufive, and
olittle to the purpofe, that Tthought 1t fivit not to tane
any notice of it : but lef any fhonid imagine fiom my
1ot noticing 1t, tiat what vou had vicitten upon that {tih-
et was unanfive1 able, 1 concluded apoa lecond thou

o make fome obftrvations upon that imporiant todt.

Yau, difregarding all faéts that do not {fuit your by-
pothefis, though ever fo well attefted, nndoriake to re-
melent the refurre@ion aand afcenfion as fi&tions, tcld
Mth the “ moft wretched contrivaace,”’ {o as to ¢ ex-

“d every thing that went before,””  Bet as I have al-
ready
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rexdy proved the refurredlion to be ce rtainly trye o
is but little ditliculty 1n proving the af- enfiop alfc;t .
You fuppofc the refarrection and alcenfion of 7
not to be true bec aule all thie 1nhabhitants of Yoy /o
did not lee him zri; e, and behold him afcend. You

“* T'he refurreé&tion ana a[x_,{.nhon iupnoﬁ; 3 them to by,

tiken place, admitted ot rublie and oc Jar demog
tion, like that »f the a.fc#nno.... of a Lalloon, o

at noon-day, to all Jerulalesr at the leaf, A g
vhich every body is 1‘c.q_un‘::d o b" eve, requirf:c, M
[’ 1

natverfal 3 and as ";;.:: g ﬂ > vaa ity of this lag rela J
act was the 0. 11y cvidoance thai Toold ..,;.M.. *'rﬂion*otr;

o Y
former part, the whole of 1t falls 1o L o und, becard
. » . v l
the evidence never was given.  Iritend ol s a fol

o e

number of per cfons, not more t nan (bt or nine, arei.
troduced as plo:;les {>3r the whole .,.Uud to 1av sz]
faw i, and all the redl of the worid ave C:{]led 130

bLelicve 16,77 Thas youu wiit2, and foiiiier d...,clare the
you will not belleve withont ocuvlar arnd manual demen

itretion J(J‘_J:“{;]" ’E;’:. Tovr nncenioansle "*1“& lmPO ihle

is this ! "\T*.To'* 4 voue Liave (wriff to D2 condin aally dnnr’
- "y VL r .

nfiny, and alZonary, Llidre the CYCS Ci CVery mdmdn

a1, 1 ordtr “Hlf 211 thould have ecunl evidence of thefe
great Socts 2 1s there no poiﬁo*hty ot evidence bemgl
authentizat=d, and falls o piovcd: as T3y warrant tie
fafety of bolizving them, even to t'iole who in the na*ure
of things could Lo l..:.:n& feen thera =vrth ther oune}es
1{ not, uvian n-tere is in a moft deplorable dtuationi
deed ! The dezath, rofurreftion, and aicen’ion of Chrif
could happen but onez, and therefore but a fmall pat
ot }10 hu 1A racs couli [Lc thofe fa&s with their owr
eye ad 1t all the pfoplc alive at once were to lte
th»..,m, tlu_y ninft be U[O‘ﬂ““:} for other anel LRLE ome
mult of neceihiy ¢ove credit to them from tae repOﬁS o
others. And thetefore a few honeft upuﬁht mei, bemg
cye-witnelies of a 1aét, are as capable of authenticatm
that fadét, zad theuwr cvidcx ce 15 as valid, as though mll
lions had beheld 1t with them.

There was a reafon why Jerufalem as a city w8 not
dlowed to beheld £hri/f "'{ cr hs l(fdll’t:ulon, ~nd tofee’

;tr
bim afcend : for the inhabitants of that unhapsy €

bad,
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3, by theis rejeCtion of him and his doctrine, moved
b

o Ty, ¢ O Jerufalem, Jerufalem, thou that killef?
1o 10 héts, and {toneft them which are {ent unto thee,
;;Poft[;n would I have gathered thy children together,
i 85 8 hen gathereth her children Ufulerﬂher WIL s,
sl ye wonld not! Behold, your houfe is left vnto you
Jate.  For I (ay unto you, ye fhall not fee me 11311(;em
b, 1ill ye fhall {ay, DBleiled 1s he that cometh 1n the
:;mc ofthe Lord.”” DMatt. xxu1. 37—39. Luke xni.
ih 35, : . g .

Nowif the whole city had fcen him alter his relur-
Jion, and beheld him afcerd, this prephecy ot our Sa-
-wrwould have been null, veid, aud of none eifedt ;
ad then you would have had fome real ground for ob-
oon againft Chriitianity 3 whereas now it does not
}ppcar that you have anv, buat “what you :{r;‘ifme out o1
wr own heart. It was theretore of a midion times
wre confequence that our Lord’s words thoeld be all
dilled, than that youw or I {hould have had our hu-
mour pleafed, or all [erufalerm thould be gratified with

]
Lt fight, of which the inhhvitants m gevewal had rens
fired themfelves unworthy, by their witivlly rejediing
tthighet moral and even miruculous evidence of the
lefah’s miilion.

But though Chri/? hiinfelf was not feer: by the 1nhabi
tuts of Jerufalem in general, after the refurreiton, yet
W Matthew informs us in his gofpel, That ¢ the graves
%ere opened 5 and meany bodies of the famnts which flept
mle, and came out of the oraves after his refurrettion,
al went into the holy city, (by which is meant Jerufa-
{tm) and appeared unto many.”” Chap xxvii. §2, 53,
Witat all thefe were witnedes of (hHrid’s relurreéiion
by them, great proof was given to the citizens 1u
freral of the reality of tne fact, And as for Clrf
“mielf, he remained on earth forty davs alter his refur-
won, and thewed himfclf many ttmes to s diicipies
“iollowers, and 2t one time to more than five hundred

it . : .
e s which furely were cncvgh in all reafon to au-

t ' .
h}:eT&Cate any tact, And whea ke was going to alcend,
¢mbled his followers at Terufalem, and commoand-

td : .. . ;
thctil{em not to dspart from tne city tiil the*y receved
oly Ghoft in 2 mirazulss manner, wiicn fhould

o
1-;..'-1 '




[ 22 ]

e ’ ,,"_1. 1 - I - |
1nfpire them with the gift of tongues, &c. apg i
would teitify that k2 had ertercd heaven, ang y, asfy
a proof to «ll that {hould fee this fign, that he had 23
1.

» ] _ 1 7 _ 1 ¢
ally alcended, as thouph they had leen Lim g P Wi
\

thetr own eves, 1 aot niore {a. iﬁ-?ti_‘r ne had dijogd,
with them in a irierdlyy manaer tor fome time, he iy
. A,

them out of the city 23 rar as to Bethany, or the my,
1tant, on the gy

ot Olives, which 15 near two miles di
cf Jeruizlem ; this was doubtiels early in the mor
(as ne rofe early 1n the morning from the gTaye) v.'}ﬁj::
the inhabitants of great cities are generally in thy
beds, iocked upin ficep. Anditany of them wereyy y
they had not the leaft intimation of what was soins iy,
ward, 1t 15 not in the leaft probable that they iﬁou}j
tuca thew attention towards the mount ot Olives, by
On thz contrary it is Itkely they would attead to the:
buline’s ; as the eariicft rifers in cities are generallyth
-not mduilrious. Yhen Chi/f had led his difcipless
rar as this favoured place, (to winich he thall defeent
wian Le comes again, fee Zech. nive 4. §.) * he lifed
up his hands and blefled them y and 1t came to pbs
while he Dlelfed them, he was parted from them, ands
clcud received him out of their fight, and he wascamed
up into heaven.,  And while they looked flediatly to
wards heaver as he went up, behiold, two men (or angl
in the form of men) {tood by them in white appard;
wias alio {aid, Ye men of Galilue, why fiand ye gars:
Ltp tate beaven ? this fame Fefer, who 1s taken up o
vou into hewven, {hall fo come 1n like manner &
huve feen him go into heaven? See Sto Lale xuv. ©
§i. Alsi. g—i1, .
After beholdinge this 2lorious figlt, on ) beautly
moriing in the moath of fday, the ditciples orour I}OT
retuaracd to Jeruialem, to vait for the fulh wment ol fl
prumie, tice it of the Holy Ghoit. How m.‘i.ll}’“:
corapary conlitted of that boheld him :tlﬁ;fnd,F we a
aot nolitively teld, but as i on purpolc to cembt Y
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waiting for his promiie, fpenc}it“;r the time in
. d other religious exerciles.  Probzably many
r;re ruw him afcend, bvt all thefe (Prt'llll]v kﬁcauﬁn

cg.}llOI].
How difierent this forv annears 1o me {rom what it

lots 10 ) vou? T o V.._..» y X ?'_‘_‘..i“*c:."alt z;z ‘U{:'z.*z [ (?iz.:)i!/): /‘.g
‘uf/:’t 1 Of (/f r{!/“ !‘/)U pee Uil s 1O e }t ilppCiil‘S LJjCVl-—
iy true and reafonal:le, as to [and 1n no necd of any
mhatlon V] atever. 10 }Cu..,,, l W p"”l}? ﬂ[ff(’/ asf 1 }(U'L
J;/;g /upornﬂtura/ pard, nas every miirk off aud an.d i

107 Ramped upo the f!f‘e Q}"zf : 10 e, it appears to
qreevery mark of truth that couid be c‘a’?red I think,

-1 1 tru &t I can prove 1t to be a true {lory, and it 1::.
sidently told in a very artlefs natural manner.

Telus 1S related to have predl&ed his {efferings and
«urettion beforchand, at various times, that the fcene
sight become common and familiar to his fl:‘-:EplLS.
Then his death 1s {et forth in the moft P"lltl.._. Jar man-
er, with 2 val variety of circumfitances, 1n which a
eet number ot prepliecies written many hundreds of
jars betore wete oxactly accomrlithed.  IHis burial is
e related with the peculiar ciremftances attending it,
The guards ph:ci at the door of the fepulchre, and for
it purpofe. at whofe 1(qucﬂ:, and by v&hoﬁ* order.
Thentollowsthe 1ﬂmy of tl:e refurreétion ot Fe/lrs, with
aay infalitble proefs of the fame. Many n*ter TIEWS
itween Chriff and his difciples, and {everal converfa-
tns upen the fubjeét are {ect down. 'l'en or eleven
fud nFt appearances ot .Chr// are recorded. TForty days

5 {aid to have remainced on ear th, to initruét and
inm his difciples, and fuliy t ivtzsf}? them of thae
‘d-uj of Lis refurre&ion. I)Lll‘i ag thas time there

033 10 have been one general mecung of zll las fol-
ers ang tricnds, to the number of 1bow "xw_ bun-
aed; which it is probable was held by appeimtmtut,

]
‘P00 2 mountain In Galilee, and was notified bf'f()i.e-'

“d, foon after his vefurrection : ¢ fe coeth betore

TO0U In »
3 “‘la Gablee 5 there {Lail ye fee him, as he {aid un-
iﬁrzou St. Mau\ xvl. 7. Then alter vai i us other
TR rnl

Hews, witl: fome of his difiiples, eral gra-

t icHng

!

O
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theriny of them took place at- Jerufalem, fo
pofe of beholding lus alcenfion 5 there he ¢
mith them treely, gave them his laft inftryg;
nrafed them the gift of the Spirtt 10 a miraey]
ner s crdered them to abide at lerufzlem )
was funiled ; then he led them out of the ¢
wo-rt of Qhves, and arriving at ats fummit, ,_
vefore the rifing of the fun, he lifted vp his hangy
e them a ;]mrnng plelling 5 1n the‘ a@:‘lor} of whi}
i € vas pacted from them, and alccuding a litt)e Wayi£
tneiz cpen view ;s but i a fhert tinie, a cloud recey,
Fim cut of their fight, and they {aw lim no mae, Thes
bowier thetr knees, they worihipred Lim, being i
tuily convieced of bis glorious charadter; then reyy,
tng vl great joy to Jeruvialem, about an hundred g
twenty ol thewn continued d:u]y together, waiting{o;
the defcent of the Holy Gaclt.  Now what is ther;,
nll this, that has the leaflt appearance of fraud or img
f:ticn 2 1 never heard a ftory m all my life, told mox
naturaily, or 1n which all thie parts better correlpendy
with each other. Dut the uvreat and wnfallible prod o
its truth 1s yet behmd; 1 mean that part of it wh
relates to the alcenfion of Fefws; for as to his relume
tion from the dead, I have demonitrated the trutho
that in a former letter,

On the feaft of Penteceft, which was fifty days fror
the Sabbath that was in the {gven days of the feaft of un
leavened biead, and cerfequertly ten days aitera
Savicur’s alcenfiun, 2s the di‘ciples were all with o
accord in one place, * fuddenly there came a found fro
heaven as of a rufking mishty wird, and it £lledallt
houfe where they were fitting,  And there appeared
to them cloven tongues, hice as of fire, aud it it
each of them : and they were all filled with the hgﬁ
Ghoft, and began to fpeak with other tongucs, &6
Spirtt gave them utterzuce.” Alls i, 1—4. *

Here was a muiacle as great and vonderiul as the &
cer:fion of Chryfl, and which fully proved that 135}3 8l
this was evident to the feafes, noi only of tho:e ’W,h
were the imnmediete fubje&s of 1g, but to all the nate
of the Jews, then affcmbied to kevp the feail of Pk

L
'y

| e - ‘ - HY
coft.  Here vweas 1o poihbiiity of decaption or WoPoH

ﬂl&m
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he Jews that alfembled vpon this occafion, had been ma-
Inyof them bern and brought up among ail the nations

den known, and perfeitly underitood the feveral lan-
puages of the world, and therefore could certainly tell
. : A ~ - +-11 L L ,-' k -_. . , . .
whether the a}]Oil!(“-b fveke thom Rk proguety . \’k‘h_l(,h
{ they did, the matacle was as ¢vident as the fun fhining
. 1 - . o o I ¢ .
o his ftrengtn at noon-dav, ard was as plainiy th.:_, im-
pediate work of God, a¢ the creation of the warid 1t-
¢lf For that a number of 1omorast alliterate Galile-
' o . 2 t ‘ -I.J-wIl } o U v .
s, the leatt improved of any oF tae Jews, fhiould at
snce De -capablc ot *I;_wt::dgmg Laent.ey aud corred®tly all

e different ton:grues fhoiken by the mweit polidhed as
well as rudeft nations, which taey couid not have learn.
«d in many hundrede oif vears, mul .h‘?“}‘ D SRKE ‘im_
pffible for them to do 1}?1th011t the h}gt}ﬁﬁ infpiration,
 to create another univerfe, and £1il 1t with inhabit-
ats.  And this amazing wonder telag fully fhewn in
te prefence of all tne inhabitants ot Jerufalem, and
many thoufands of Jews cut ot all nations, was a proot
of Chriff’s alcenfion, far more full and fatisfaltcry, than
if they had 2'l feen him oo up with their owa eyes.
There can be a0 room he e for debating, to what exteut
the ;aws of naturs, and the powers of naturc and art
l wuld poflibly go s for every perlon ot commrorn /onfe muft
know, that for i1rnorznt men in a momert to learn to

eak all languages, i1s abinlutely paturalily 1eapoffible,

ulels by immediate infpiration. And tuis event toui
place, not 1n an obicure coruer of the world, bu! in tlic
limous city of jerufalem ;s not an a private conventicle,
bt in the public temple, the place of gencral refort;
wtonly betore a few perfons, but in the fizht and hear-
g of many thoufands ; not ounly betoie an 1grorant
nbble, but in the prefence of the moft devout, learsed,
nd judicious of the nation of the Jews, oathered cut
ot all nations under Licaven : not ia the uizht, bucin
tl}‘e mornig of a public fcaft day. And this miracle
of the pift of tongues, was not only a fin for a day,
but lafted many years ; whereby it became as publicly
and univerfally notoricus as any tline could be. Ard
"m0t oxly came ujpon the apcliles themfelves, but in
gneral upon the firfl couverts to chriftianitv ; not w-
nong the Jews only, but the Gentiles alfo.

C Thi:
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This plain flate of facts, not only infalljy
the afcenfion ot Chriff to be certain, as this
place in cenfirmation thereot, which 1t coulq
had not been true ; but being open, and 1n the Drefepe.
of all, and continuing fo long, feemed to ¢ive a}mlb[;
precifely, that general evidence which you feey Y
nuire. For here was a faft conunued for a lgp, tfmt.
before many nations and people, 1n preof of C/;,iﬁ*s N
cenfion into heaven ; which was itlcdf as great g gy,
and for the extent of 1t far greater, and capable of,
ing more abundantly inveiligated, than the afcenfg ;.
ielf could be.

If you had confidered this matter with any puyy
attention you might have fpared yourfelf the ]abou;gf
alking, and the mortification ot betraying your Anazing
ipnorance of the fubjelt on which you have written, i
atking, ‘ But how was Jefus Chri/l to make any thing
known to all nations? He could {peak but onela
guage, which was Hebrew ; and there are in the wold
feveral hundred languages.  Ucarce any two nation
fpeak the fame language, or underitand each othe;
av:d as to tranflations, every man who Knows any thr
of languages, knows that 1t is impoilible to tranfl
frcm one lanouage into another, not only without lofin;
a great pait of the original, but frequently of miftaking
the fenfe. It 1s always neceflarv, that the means th
are to accomplifth any end, be ¢quul to the accomphl
ment of that end, or the cnd caaiet be accomplied
It is in this that the ditference between finite andin
finite power and wifdom difcovers itfelf. Man ireque’
ly {ails in accomplifhing his end, from a natural mebs
lity of power to the purpole, aund frequently from th
want of wildom to apply power properiy. but 1‘:5’
impoflible for infinite wifdom to tail as ma aileti
'I'he means it ufeth are always equal to the Cnd,,r ‘

Thus you write, as though voir never read of tf
¢ift of tongues, that gic tand moft evident rmraclatfm
was ever exhibited : and which was a mcan fully 2

quate to the great PUrpoics of making kaowi th? i
; h tqinty O

¢ how

Y DProrp
ﬁgn togk

not if 3
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to all nations, without the difliculty or uncet
trai{lations, miflakes or miizpprebenizons. bu

.. . " 1 ould
came you my fiiend, to [uonslc that Chriff lumfclfcw
i
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Iy fpeak onc language, which was Hebrew ? The
o,- . . - “, r R Ao £,
Hebrew language, as far s 1 can lezrn, was never Ipo-
ten at all DY the common penple as a _111v.1:*;g language,
frer the Babyvlonth Capiivity ; but Svyriac, and even
(reck was MOTe seneraily uled. Dut whatever was
e language, OF lan{;;‘u%gts fpoken at that time, our
giour excelled, both i muatter and manncr, all the
rators of his age and nution,

i The people were aitorilhed at his doélrine, for he
quoit them as one having authority, and not as the
o .o _ ~
aiaes.” Matt. vin 2%, 20.

« The common peonle hcard him gladly.,”  Mark

. 37
Thg oTfcers that were font to take him, were {o charmed
with his language and lentiments, that thev came with-
out him, and being alked by therr rulers, ¢ Why have
re not brought him " returned this ihoit, but perti-
pent anfver, ** Never mau {pake like this man.”?  Joln
vil, 45, 40.

And when he once {pake in Nuzareth, ¢ all bare
hiw witneis, ana wondercd at the gracious words which
proceeded out ot his mouth.”  luke iv. 22.

And at anether time, thofe vwho heard him, exclaim-
ed, “How wnoweth thes man letters, having never
learned 77 John vn. 15%.

You frem to take great pleafure in makiry Fefus ap-

pear mean and contemptible upon every occalion.  Fas
mazes, according to vour ideas of him, were Ic#, lis
lile mean ; he couid 1neak bat one tanguage 3 and you
even o o far s to lay, And . he /);'mfmbz'/z};;’ 15, thul be
widd not write ; thouch St. Johw, who was rather bet-
Wi acquainied with him than you are, interme us on u
Certwn cccadion, that he, ¢ itcoped down, and with b
hll:-;'f;r wrote orn thie sroand, as the? ne heard thhom pot.
And Hgf‘{}n he ttocped down, and wrete on the ground.”
Jobu viii. 6, 8. which mukes it to me nore than proba-
v, that he could v ite.

f

| l.ht apoitles znd 071 Chriliang b(‘:ing q!taliﬁ(d v
l: ' ' . r, . :.;., ; ' ro - 3 "
MIracies e RN, ‘

cles in the name o Fefur, viere well prepared to

teach all pec s T c '
r \t_l s nations, and to be witne fles of the death, refur-
16CTH ‘ N N i T . (o "

d N, and atcenfion of Fefer, both in Judea, Samaria,
an_ -~ . . 4 . ' - - . ¢
e tae uttermol prrts of the cartii, 'ihe attonti-

Lz mg

b
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ing miracle of curing a man of above forty yeay o
that was lame from his mother’s womb, and had g,
walked, and who was laid daily at the beautifiy] oate
tne temple, to aik alms of the pecple, by which his g,
was become famiilar to the whole nution, was fo noyg,:
ous, that even the Sadducecs, the mhdels of that age
tke rulers of the people, {aid 1n conference amongthﬁmf
felves, *“ What fhoil we do to theie men? for tha
deed a notable nuracle hatia been done by them i,
nifeit unto all them that dwell at Jerulalem, and v
cannot deny 1t : but, that 1t {pread no fartheramongthe
people, let us ftraitly threateu them, that they fpeak i
no man in this name.” Ads v, 16, 17.

- Thefe great events, the gift of tongues, and the DOY:.
er 0if Wolkityg wiracies, were worthy of the mfinite wif.
dom, power, and goodnels of God, and they accomplifed
the great defign of God; for the firft day, three thou
{and fouls were added to the Chitltian fociety, and foon
after the number was abont five thouland 5 and 10 a fhon
time, we read, “ Aund the word of God increafed ; and
the number of difciples were multiplied 1 Jerulalen
greatly, and a great number of the pricits were obedica
to the {aith.” Sce A&s 1. g1, 47, 1v. 4, 21. V. 14. 1,
=, xt. 31. xxi. 20, Thus many thoulunds of.thofe fame
Jews who haa Leen witnclics of Chr ¢2°s {utterings onthe
crofs, within a rew wecks after, came to be profeilors of
his volicion 3 which event could ot have happened, un-
lels the evidences of his refurre&ion and afcenfion had
been the mofl powerful thet could have been delired.

d
{r

of

I have bLefore proved that G544 arole 5 1 he aroie,

lie ullo alcended, for he is not noiv on the earth th0qgh
I and many others ex et him {von to return again. 1he
a{cention was a thing that the fenfes of men could Jucge
o5 it took place 1 the fight of at Teaid an hupdred _ax;d
twenty of his follewers j thie Holy Gholi dcicr:.nd‘f"d i
2 pf:;r.:::':'}tfble, vilible, mivaculous manaer, and mlpm*d
thiem with the é,-:)};[ of t(_ii]é._;i,;(fﬁ, “nd LAVE thenm he PU\}'
er of working riiacles; wea thele things happened it
fuch a way asic wive the rallefl evidence of the truth ol
the fudt. I aa fare that T ooad net wdd eny moie ujul
fo plain a laij: L, [ am, 9, Q
Y ours, b

L EI
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701 have heen o rittle unfortunate in your choice
1 of the xixth Flalm, as a pure picce of Dcifm, 1a
wiich you declare that there 1s not the leall alluafion 1o
v other book, but the great book o_f the creation § for
tho fa 7, un*ortunatelv for your caule, 1s, that though
here is in this elegant compoittion, at the beginning of

’ . - . _*f"' ) 1 N . .. } _ - - o
it, a charm:ng alluiion to the great book of creation, vet

the latter part of 1t is taken up in recommending that
book of revelation, the law of the Lord, which vou de-
clare 1s more like tne word of a demon than of God, and
that there 15 {carcely any thing in it, which does not
merit hatred or-conterapt.  You will {foon perceive that
vhe writer of that ancient pi(-?c:e of Des 2, thought VEry
differently froma you 5 but as you remember noi the profe,
and kecp no Bible, 1 will tranicribe a part of it for your
perufal, and that all muy fee how totally unfit vou are
o wnte againft a book, the conteats cf which you are
o littic acquainted with.

Pialm x1x. 1-——11, * The heavens declare the. glo-
rvof God, and the firmamcat (heweth his handy-work.
Day unto dey uttereth fpeech, and night unto night thew-
tth knowledoe,  ‘There is no ipecch nor language where
their voice 1s not heard.  Their line is gone out through
all the earth, and their words to the end of the world.
Inthem hath he fet a tabernacle {or the fun: which is
¥4 bridecroom coming ct.t of his chamber, and rejolc-
tﬁth 3 {treog men to run a race.  His going ftorth 1s
from the end of heaven, and his circult unto the ends of
t:and there is nothing hid from: the heat thereof.”
thus far David, who was the writer of this Plalm, al-
ludes to the oreat book of creation: but he immediate-
tadds, “ The law of the Lord is perfect, converting
the foul : the teftimony of the Lord is {ure, making wite
_ _ The ftatutes of the Lerd are right, rejeic-
’f‘&thﬁ heart : the commandment of the Lord is pure,
:;gg:*em?g tne eyes. ‘L'lie fear ¢f the Lord 1s clean,
eag rer ever . the indgmerts of the Lord are true
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and rightoone altogathior. Wlore 12 be defired are they
than gold. wveza, thun much fine gold ; fweeter 415 than
honev, aud the Loncy-comb. 1\[01c0vc1 , bY them isy
{fervant warned 5 and in ke emno of them there i greayt
reward,”’ Hue is much fid 1n fuvour of the law of
God ; and its amarzing ufes arve deleribed as no Dejg
the prelent ace would deteribe thera.  NMuch more .
vantagie 13 here {tated to refi it from the ﬂudy of the
law, teltimony, {tatutcs, ccun "-c"'i'l.lll](ht, 2nd ndemen:
of the i.ord, than from tiw: ftucdy of the ureat bagk o

reation 3 by thefe thie fout is converted, the l',._/uezrmgge
wife. the heart iv miade 1o yojcice, the cves are enl: Diened,
none ot which vveat eiff'cdlf are 1"7" vibed to behold mcthc
works of creation. Where! tne chieice yon have quc
ot this Pialm is very much ':_;_;-nnut v, elpectatly asyo
have {o Leldly declared, that thieve wos net the leaft o
Lifion therein to any cther book but thut of the creatio,
Buot the public, aftor reading this {pecimen, will be able
to judge tor themf tves, what ciedit 1s due to a write
who undertakes to nwc_ftr te 1 recivgy, without havigg
even a Bible 1n his poﬁc.,rhon and appears to be loign.
rant. ot 1ts contents.

How could yvou ever get that {traunge and miftaken
idea into your head, that there is {caicciy the lealt aliv-
fion to the works of God, excent 1n lu L€ Lhaptels of
Job, and the 1oth I aln when the i criptures lo much
aboand with them, the .:.f [ thouid trauicribe themal,
1 thouild £11 a v'oh_l,.ne, ;n':-d be obliged 1o wiite out moxe
than a theeinnd verfes?  But however your atfertios
iray go dowu with the if}n(“ ant, Wno iiave never Ipent
MUC h time 10 reading the 1)1‘)1:'-‘ they appesl 10 all who
are acavninted with the {acred pages, jult as falle, 1gme-
rant, and 2 d, as an u Hr.,ltlon, ’i‘i...*at thoere 1Was ‘not a-
Lo"e toventy hd. ¢ 1 all the fity, u.d that none ol taole
could D s ly Le ])Eﬁ'f't‘l‘ than Cims, viouwiG Lo the MmO
learncd sndd judicious “aftronomers. -

I il here preceed 1o quote a 1evr, out i valt DUl

Crs Dcmaw s, where the sorks of creation are me

tiuﬂ&’.l q‘lk:l CL. Cs..;.x dt(\( .

clalm v, 3—9O. ¢« ) T.oid, our Lord, hoew flf'
P \ . t}
cellent 15 thy name 1a all tte ertn ' thou haﬁ fetha)
i k| - e o
glwy deOve LIS 11-1:.‘.."...‘{1'1159 Vi hen conﬁder th}'
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aguutindl Seanelly

2 WC-‘F]{ f}f t!ly ﬁll:;)'el’ﬁ ) Lo maon g Lﬂ-al‘s \"«,"“;{‘ 9.
Ll ordained @ What 1s suaa, that thou art mins.
i'-nzdu,f hig 2 and tne ton of man, that thou vifiteft hiim ?
ifla;r(thou madcit hin} 2 ]}:‘i 21 }1 than i 51{'1,2t'15, a;*::i
i crowned i ‘~"’l:‘_-'h_ glory @it pemnnv. Fhou M-
} i to have dominion over the 1::(.)1*}-; of thy sty

Iill things U..ﬂd(’f lti*—: yeAt ; ;1]1 ﬂﬂlffc}_) oy
. yea, and the L(’:;s.‘f'i‘*a of the feid o the rowl of the

ver pafleth thro?
1

1

(.

i <
he paths of the feas, O Lod, oor Dond, bow exccdlent
}

| . ’ ﬂ‘l', .
[ STy DEINC I3 il e

: » P - - "ﬁf' 4 . .!ﬁ-‘ .
, Plalm i 1, 2 ““ "I he enrth is the Lord S, and

de fulels. thercof 5 the world, and they hat dovceld
. -y A .. , ) L :1- 1 13 . ~vy s
IhETCm- POl' he ha.h _i()u,‘l"lt‘{! _L hi:i..* {0 s >, Ehld C--

tablithed 1t upon the Hoods.”’

Plalm xaxiil. 4=—0. ** Iortse word of the Lord is
right, and all khis worie ave Jdeme o trve !‘1: I‘Ie 1(‘{‘@" Chthl
ighteoulnels and judg ment; £6 0 't.ia{ 1§ tuil of tie
soodnefls of the Loxd, v the word of the Loid were
he heavens made, cud ail the ho't of them with the
breath of his mouch, e gathicreth the waters of the
fca together as an hean @ he layethiup the depth in fors-
houfes.  Let all che carth fear the Lord 5 let all the in-
habitants of the worid f{tand in awe of hin: for he
lrake, and 1t was done : he communded, and 1t ftoad
taft 7?

Plalm lxv, 6—13. * 3iln Ly his frencth {ctterh

 +

~ | §
falt the mountains, betnw ;;r*‘:ldf:d with power: W ho (11ll-

)
1‘ . v ,e .« (. 1 -
eth the noife of the leas, the none of thewr waves, aiid

1 r - .
e tumult of the people s L'hey alio that dwell 1n the
wtermolt paits ave afraid of thy tokeas; than makeil

the outgoings of the moraiug aud exoning to rejoice
thou }?i{iteﬁ the earth, ond watcre!t it - thoa ~yeatly en-
neheft it with the river of God, winiehy 1o £t of warer s
thC’lﬁl prepareft them cova, when thou had o previded
forit 3 thou watered the tidzes theroot abundsativ: thou
ettlet the furrows therect s thon make i@ Sudoft witd
howe:s s thou blefelt the fpringing thereot s thou crowe-

et the year with thy goodnets 3 avd thy paths drop fnt-

) VoF
Il r k| I-‘L - » b 1
ndf'g' Fhey drop upoun the paidures of the wilder-
efs ; L

3 and the little hills rejoice on every ide. 'The pa-

ures 1 - oy :

Ovreb are clothed with flocks, the vallies alln are covered
¥ With corn ; they fliout Ser iov, they alfo drg.”

L
N O L
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Halmr xcv. 3,4, 5§, 0. Lor the Lyygq ;,
s L 2
God, and a great King above all Geds, |y, hi %“
are the doecep places ot tne earth; the ftrengtl ofa'n
hills is his alfo.  "IT'he lea 1s his, and he maq, it &
bis hands formed the dry land. O come, | Lxs’:n
ihip, and bow down : let us knecl befcre the Lo !
MNiaker? "
Pralin c. 3. *“ Know ye that the Tord 1. lGo-‘
it 15 he thut hath madc s, and 1ot we ouvielie,. ;
are his people, and the fiicen ot hiv oty o » }
Plulin ciiv 25, 26, 27. ¢ Ui ol] Ledl gy,
fcundation ot the earth ; and the heavens are th n:,;j
of thy hands. They fhall pertfh, but thou fiajt endyn
vea, all of them fhall wax old like a garment, as gy
turc {halt thou change them, and they fhall be Changeg
tiut thou art the larae, and thy years thall have no ey
Pfalin civ. 1s exaflly tuch a Plalm as you reprefepg
the Igth to oe 5 1t 15 Whul'iy filled up with the gre;
works of creatioen and providence, and would have by
tar more fit for your purpoie than the 19th Plalm: k
as it Is about thiee tines as long as that 1s, 1 muit ol
quote a lrtle {secnen, |
Ver. 24, 25, 26, 27, 23, 20, 30, 31. * O Lord h
manifold are thy works! in wildom hait thou mid
them all; the earth 1s tull of thy riches: foisth
oreat and wide fea, wherem are things creeping tnum
rable, beth {mall end great beuils.  There go the flu
there 1s that leviathen whom thou hafl made toph
therein. Thefe wait all vpon thee, that thou mayw
give them their meat in due feaion. That thou give
them they gather : thou openeft thine haad, theya
filled with good ; thouhidett thy face, they are troubled
thou takefll away their breath, they die, and retumi
their duil ; thou {endeit forth thy Spirit, they are
ated ; and thou reneweit the face of the earth. it
glory of the Lord {Liali endure for ever: the Lord fha
rejeice in his works.” .
Pfalm cxxxvi. 1, 4,5, 6, 7,8,0, 2§- “0O g
thauks unto the Lord, for he is good ; for hus mexcy®
dureth forever.  'Tohim who alone doth great wondeff
&c. To hia that by wildom made the heavens; b
T him that flvetched out the earth above the WAt

o
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. NN PO ~ =1
ge, Tohim that made great lighw; &ec. The fun
'l he moon and itars to rule by
th food to all ticih 3 for hs

Pfa/m cxlv. 3 4> 5> 65 75 87 9, 12, 159‘ _‘161 1?'
v Great IS the Loird, and _:,;'reatly to tze pratfed ; 1-; 'S
atnels is unfearchable.  One generation f(hall praie
4e works to another, af]d (hrll declave thy nughty acts.
vill fpeak of the glorlous honour of thy majeity, and
ithy wendrous works.  And men thall (pecak ot the
nisht of thy teriible afts : and I will declare thy great-
x5, They fhall abundantly utter the memory of thy
-t goodnefs, and fhall fing ot thy vighteoulnels. 'T'he
lord is gracious, and full of (:(_)rrq_)aﬂwn ; low to angcr,
o of great mercy. The Lerd 1s good to all 5 and hirs
eder mercies are over all his works. All thy works
dall praife thee, and thy faints ihall blels thee. The
mes of all wait upon thee ; and thou giveflt them their
qeat in due feafon. Thou opencil thine hand, and lu-
ufielt the delire of every living thing. 'I'ne Loid 1s
ighteous 10 all his waye, and holy o all his woriks.”

Plaim cxlvi. 5,6, 7, 86, o. Happy 1s he that hath
he God of Facob for his help; whofe hope 1s 1n the
Lord his God 5 Who mude hecaven aud earth, the f{La
ad all that therein is3 who keepeth truth for ever,
Who executeth judgnicut tor the oppreffed 5 v Lo giveti
od to the hungry. The l.erd loofetu the prifcaers.
TPE Lord openeth the eves of the blind : the Lord raii-
th them that are bowed down: the Lord loveth the
ighteous.  ‘T'he Lord preferveth the itranger; ne re-
wveth the fatherlels and widow : but the way of the
wwk;c} te turneth vpiide down.?
thepj:;:ﬂ cxlvii, 4 5> 3, 22 16, 17, 13, ° Ee trfi'];(:t'h

ar ot the ﬂai's;. e catlcin them a:l by thetr
lrmes. _Gif?at 15 our Lord, and of gieat power, his vn-
c;::};jld‘:{f LS i'}ﬁnitﬁ': V “f.'.:ahuﬂco*.f*:;_:r*;ﬂ'l ti]e oL ’;EtVE'.-i‘}S 1“-’“?1‘
il t,o 12 pre pi'!.rt’.‘tth ran for the e;:u;tn, Wii0 makcti
e hi-gfg:;‘—[ 1t9911 ...m., Loninalas.  die give th to the
, ) il ﬂﬂd L) L
fveth ooy |

vOGNS ruvens Wio cry,  Iie
v
lies.

JV ™ ) ]
s ceon thae ho b frofl Tiso
“10i€ his coid ?
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L}' n ;
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melteth them : he caufeth the winds to by a0d th
waters How.”’ Sl

Plalm cxlvui. 1—13. ¢¢ Praife ye the Lord, Prit
ye the Loid from the hcavens: praile himin the | h;c
Praife ye him all hisangels: praie ye him all L hgoﬁr
Praife ye him, funandincon: prate Litmall ye fias oflig}n:
Praife him ye heaveuns ot heavens; and ye waters g,
be above the heavens. et them praife the pup,
the Lord: for he commanded, and they were ¢reqy
He hath alfo ettablithed them for ever and ever: |,
hath made a decrce whicn thall not pafs.  Praife 1
Lord from the earth, ye dragens, and all deeps; i,
and hail; {now, and vapour: ftormy wind fulfillias};
word : mountains, and all hills ; fruitful trees, ang 4
cedars ; beafts and all cattle : crceping things, and iy
ing fowl: kings of the earth, and all people: princs
and all judges of the eaith : both young men and mi
dens ; old men and children: lct them praife the nae
of the Lord ; for his name alone 15 excelient: his gloy
15 above the earth and heaven.”

Plalm cl. 1, 2,6. ¢ Praife ye the Lord. Prale Got
in his {anétuary: praife him in the firmament of by
power. Praife him for his mighty alls: praieha
according to his excellent greatneié. Let every thig
that hath breath praife the Lord. Hallelujah”

Horah x1. 12, 17, 17, 22,206, 28. * W ho hath me
fared the waters in the bhollow of his hand, and met
out hcaven wiih the {pan, and comprehended the dufte
the earth in a meafure, and welghed tne mountansy
fcales, and the bills in a balance ?  Behold, the natior
are as a drop of a buchet, aund are counted as tile Imai
duft of the balarce ; behold, Ee taketh up the ificsar
very little thing. A1l pations before liim are as nothing:
and they arc countedto him lefsthan nothing andvam}}
Lt 1s he that ditteth uponthe civcle of the earth, and e
1;:hebitants thereof ars as grathopers ; that ﬁretchethout
the heavens as a cuitein, and {preadeth them oot ate

1T N | 3 . A d hchOIdt
to dwell in.,  Lif{t un veour cyes on high, ab .
who hath creured thel things, tuat hringeth out mﬂ;
hofis Ly nemsers he calicththem a:l by names, t.nrot(l)i.
er; oretaeis of his might, for thut he is ftrong H,]} Ehau
er ; not one faiicthy Hait thos nct knows, ha

. » -y : lhe C[C'
ot heard that the cveriaiing God, the Loud, ”
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of the ends of the earth, faintetu not, neffher 5
) there is no fearching of his underltamliing.?”

m}%&b glit. 5. ¢ Thus faith God tue Lord, he that

.ted the heavens, and ftretched themn cut; he that
- { forth the earth, and that which cometh cut of it:
v that giveth breath to the people upon it, and fpirit
o them that walk thfzrem ;7 &ec.

[feich xhv. 24. “ Thus faith the J.ord Ehy R_edee:}z-
¢, and he that formed thee from the womb, I am the
[ord that maketh all thmgs ; that ftretchieth forth the
wavens alone : that {preadeth abroad thie carth by m--
elf.”

Iaigh xlv. 12, 18. -1 have made the earth, and
reated man upon it: 1, even mv hands, have ftretched
at the heavens, and all their hoft have 1 commanded.
For thus faith the Lord that created the heavens, God
himfelf that formed the earth, and made 1t ; he kath
tablihed 1t, he created it not in vain, he formed it
to be inhabtted : 1 am the Lord, and there is nore
elfe.”

[mab xlvin. 13, ¢ Mine hand alfo hath laid the
fundation of the earth, and my right hand hath {pan-
ieé the heavens 3 when I call upon them, they fiand vp
tocether,”?

ljoah 1xiv. 8. ¢ But now, O Lord thou art cur
father : we are the clay, and thou our potter ;3 and we
ill are the work of thy Land.”

Jeremiah v. 22, 23, 24. ¢ Fear yve not me ? faith
be Lord : will ye not tremble ak my prelence, who
have placed the fand for the bound of the fea Ly a per-
etoal decree, that it ecannct pafs it; and though the
mves thereof tofs themfelves, yet can tiicy not prevail;
bough they roar, yct can they not pais over it ?  But
hi PCOple hath a revoiting and rebellicus heart, they
e revolted and gone. Neither fay they in their beart,
Let us now fear the Lord our God that eiveth rain,
fc(’:l’etﬁhe former gnd‘_ th.e latter 1n hif‘. feaforas . he re-

unto us the appointed weeks of ihe harvefl.”
] 3::5;:”‘{_;"1{"- 0,47, 11, 12, .3+ ¢ Ferafmuch as there
nd o ke urto theez O _Lord 3 E}aou art great,
b th};ename Is great in _mjght. vho wouvld not
y O King of nations ? for to thee doth it
apper-.
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appertan forafmmuch as amonrg all-the Wife
the nations, and 1o all thewr l:.ingdoms, there‘:“
like unto thee. Thus fhall ve {ay unto them, 'Th.h
that have not maide the heavens and the earth Eﬁ
they fhall penin irom the carth, and from-llnder,thv?
heavens : He hsth made the earth by RIS powey r
bath eftabluhed the world by his wifdom, apg “
firectched out the heavens by his dilcretion, When §
cttereth his voice, there 1s a multitude of waters iy g,
Leavens, and he caulsth the vapours to afcend from 1h
ends of the earth : he maketh hightnings with raip, 4
bringeth forth the wina out of his treafures,” |

Jerenuab xiv. 22. ¢ Avre there any among the vy
ties of the Gentiles that can caufe rain? or ¢ay,
heavens give thowers? Art not thou he, O Lotd g
God ? thervefore we will wait upon thee; for thou bt
made all thele things.” ‘ .

Jeremian xxxi. 17, ¢ An Liord God! behold the
hiit made the heaven and the earth, by thy great pw.
er and ftretehed cut arm, and there 1s nothing too had
for thee.”

Adter reading thele poeffires, (confiffing of moe
than an hundred verfes) which 1 have colledled only.ut
ci toree bocks of the {acred {oryptuies, and could han]
added mary more cat of thum nlone, our readerswl
judye for themcives, what they ought to think of i
tollowing aflestions 1n vour beok

““ "I'hie acconut (ol the creation) hevwever is ham:

o
r..
i

J-{z 5 and this 1s more thun can he faid of many oth
purts of the Binle.  VWhen we read the obfcene flong
tine volupiaous debanclierics, the cruel and torturs
executions, the unielenting virndiétivenefs, with whm‘
rmotre than healf the Bible is 72lled, it would be mor
onfitent that we called it the word of a demon that
the word of God. It is a hiltory of wickednels that b
{erved to corrupt and brutalize mankind; and for uf
ovn part, | fincercly dotcft it, as 1 deteit every tin
that 1s cruel.  We f{carcely meet wiih any thing, 2 1
phrules excepted, but what deflcrves either oul ?-tfh“_'"
rence, or our coateinpt, till we come to the mliﬁﬁ.hlf‘;
cus parts of the Diblc. Alnoft the only partsit®
beok called the Bible, that convey te us

e
o~
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God, are Tome chapters i Job, and the rgth Plalm.
;n:;oﬂt‘a no other. 'T'hole pavts are true Deyftical
compohitions ; for th~y treat ot tnc Deiry through his

rhe Bible, Mr. Dacue, anpeass exallly different to
me from what it dof‘ﬁ‘i,a) AR ad ﬁl_lil'ﬂfOl‘C 11 1 was to
. advice to men, It wenia be ddiffcrent from yours,
| “ Ju bire, do we vorat to know what
ol is? Search vor the ook waijed the Scriptare,
(hich ooy hurean hawd v obo mawe, bur the [eripture
aicd the Creatzon.”™

\lv advice would te, ** Wheever vould vith to
ow God, Ris pertcliione, chara®ter and woiks, and
e way of Lite avd wanypinels, fecich 1ae fepiures il ich
e able 16 mate voi wije wnio falvation, which no hu-
o hand could poftinly bave made 5 tor bad men could
rer have formed inch a book, which condemns them,
deir principles, works, aud waye, in aimoil cieiy page,
owd which treats 1n the futlimeft manuer of God, and
his attributes ; and good men would never have at-
empted to deceive their tellow creaturce. Co that on
il hands, you may be perfcCily allured that it cannct
be the work of meg.,  And you will find thofe internal
mrks as ycu read, that w:ll prove it not to be the
wird of @ demon, but the book of Ged, which if you
ad, expericuce, and practife, yca cannot fdil of being
boly here, and happy hercafter.”
IAs the ky appcars fuil of ftars, fo the feriptures are
Wl of pzilages relating to God, his attributes, perfec-
hois, characier, works and ways; his wifdem, power,
pouses, love, mercy, ¢race and tiuth are ail plainly

wiealed therein.  And thercforc vour zicriicns are ae
b0t a5 abfurd 25 mine weuld be if I (Feuld airest, COn-
{iat.:\’ to rfa:/’.}/z and comio “,-"?-:5/.5*, that there 1s neither
Ril Im tie 1t‘a,ﬁ peals 0 BT l:'“‘;-d, foe ls m the Q1T men
“carth, nor lun, woon, ;laneis, nor faie 1 LhC Vil
Ll alove . |

I am with refpedd, vours, &oo,

I) LA ".i
I.. L S
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LETTUZXR 77,

SIR,

'{ AM forry to find that you are determipeg "
& receive the Bible as your rule of fuith, ey, t‘m!:
it fhould appear ever fo wc1t‘1y of aittntlor Yc:;r
words are thefe, *“ Did the boek called the By n
cel in purity ef ideas and expreilion, all the beoksth‘
are now extauvt in the werld, 1 would nct take 3,
my ruie of fani, as being Lhe word of God; beeg
the poflibility weuid nev LLJ e1e fs exift of my bemsm
poled upon. Iiuvt when 1 throughout the Treated
part of this book, fcarccly AI'} thmo out ahlﬁomz
the grofleft vices, and 2 cotieétion of the mof paltn
and contemnt lut tales, 1 cannct difhonour my Creng
by calling 1t by his name.”

Any perfon that kad never rea:d the Eible, that fho
bappen tc read your account ot it, b .“cnn“xoutobt
a man of {enfe, and that had a rcp nd {or truth, wok
imagine it to be a very weasal, 1(1*1...,1\_,[:, biurd ridic-
lous, and wicked pertcrmance, noet 4t to be read, mek
lefs to be regarded. .5‘1 LGOK  conlaining fcarcely;
fingle hint refpeiling thz great Ureater, 1.15 perfeftio,

or works, But s 1t a; w?u to 100, precifely mik
contrarv light, 1 ilell zitimept (o confite lome of 1L
ilanders you Lave uitered ag: Lm (L1, moft valuablec
all books.

There ate 2 thevrvud b *tzf-tl{\_,s i+ the Bible, andti
. more thele are examlru,d thie brighter they (hine, And
I do ot know a more e¢ffectual aay to refute uhat}ﬂ”
}13\* wiritien El',_\qll”iit. Lital 1'(,()1-.., Liiwd) L0 *‘ung fOrthOU[
of its treafures, fome of thole ‘ublime truths “hmhm
“therein revealed.

The pc"fer"aiom of the Deitv 411 up a very confider
able part of that facred velumes th cicin We ead;I<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>