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care and diligence in handling his clients case;
he was liable to his client for any damages
which might be caused by his neglect or fault.
He must clearly and correctly expound the law
to his clients, and honestly warn them against
transgressions or neglect therof. “He must
frankly and fully inform them of the lawful-
ness or unlawfulness of their cause of action,
and must be especially careful not to under-
take a cause clearly unjust, or let himself be
used as an instrument of chicanery, malice, or
other unlawful action. In pleading, he must
abstain from invectives against the judge, the
opposing party or his advocate. Should it be-
come necessary or advantageous to mention
~unpleasant truths, this must be done with the
utmost forbearance, and in the most moder-
~ate language. Conscientious honesty forbad
_his betraying secrets confided to him by his
client or making any improper use of them.”
~ If he violated any of these trusts, he was liable
to fine or imprisonment, or suspension, or dis-
barment, as the offense seemed to warrant.
These were the stern responsibilities and
strict human qualifications of an advocate
when John wrote his general epistle and said:

taken by the patronus for his cliens as a mat-
ter of duty arising out of their reciprocal rela-
tions. Afterward it became a profession.”

This profession was governed by very strict
rules, with which our own are somewhat analo-
gous, and only one hundred fifty advocates
called advocati ordinarii were licensed to prac-
tice in the higher courts. The advocati ordi-
narii were compelled, under the rules of their
profession, to assist every one who requested
their services, unless there was a just reason
for a refusal; and they could be compelled to
assist in the trial of a needy person. So strict
were the rules governing the advocati ordi-
narit, they could be compelled to defend a
client against every person, even the emperor
of Rome, unless the cause were their own or
that of a parent, child or ward.

They were not even excused when opposed
by a brother or sister. Stern old law that. He
must be of the highest integrity, and if he
committed an infamous act, he was disbarred
forever from the practice of his profession; he
could not be advocate and judge in the same
cause; nor after being appointed judge could
he practice in another court ; nor could he be &
witness in a case in which he was engaged as

({2 Y. Y4 »3
an advocate. He was bound to use the utmost We have an advocate with the Father,

Jesus Christ the righteous.”
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In other words, the law is clear: there is no
ay to reach the ear of the Great Judge of all
men, that we may ask that the case against us
be dismissed, except through the advocacy of
the one great Advocate, Jesus Christ, the only
one ever authorized to practice before the
Great Tribune of the Universe. To reject the
Son’s offer, means judgment by the Father.

- Again let us use the analogy of the Apostle
John:

The advocate was required to defend all men
i before the judge, and must be no respecter of
persons, unless there were most extraordinary
reasons for refusal. His was a universal serv-
ice. Concerning this, Jesus said:

That combination ought to insure us all g
square deal when we appear with Jesus the
Son before the judgment bar, in the final hear-
ing of our cause, when the recording angel
shall read the testimony of our lives to the
Supreme Court on high, who shall judge all
men “according to their works.”

Let us now call attention to some striking
analogies, that we may better understand the
true meaning of the words of the apostle John.

It will be noticed, first, that the number of
advocates who could be heard before a Roman
judge was limited. The offender must take
one of these or stand alone. In the eternal
jurisdiction, there is but one who can qualify
to practice before that Court, for the member
ship of the bar is also limited. One will have
to accept Him or stand alone, for this is the
law:

“Come unto me, all ye that labor and are
heavy laden, and I will give you rest.”

The exception, in which the Roman law finds
its analogy, consists of the one class of persons
for whom He will not appear, and that is those
who sin against the Holy Spirit.

Still further the analogy runs: The Roman
_advocate was of the highest integrity and
_probity of character.

John the Baptist said of Jesus: “Behold the
lamb of God which taketh away the sin of the
~ world,” and Peter said He was “as a lamb
~ without blemish and without spot.”

“Verily, verily, I say unto you, he that enter
eth not by the door into the sheep fold, 'but
climbeth up some other way, the same 18 2
thief, and robber. I am the door.” John 10,
1-9.

“He that rejecteth me, and receiveth not my
words, hath one that judgeth him; for I have
not spoken of myself but the Father that sent
me.” John 12, 48-49. ‘
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“And said unto them, It is written, My
house shall be called the house of prayer; but
Yye have made it a den of thieves.”

As the Roman advocate could not be advo-
cate and judge at the same time, so is Jesus the
advocate of your soul, and God is the final
judge, upon whose right hand, in the eternal
Court of Justice, stands your Pleader waiting,
upon invitation, to make intercession for you.

Still further the analogy runs:

The Roman advocate must use the utmost
care and diligence in pleading his client’s
cause, whether poor or rich. ,

Jesus defended the poor, the widowed and
the fatherless against their oppressors. He
said:

He fed the hungry multitudes, cleansed the
lepers, and healed the blind. He was as one
who never slept, for we can think of but one
instance where it is recorded of him that he
ever closed his eyes in slumber. The Shepherd
was ever diligently defending the flock.

The Roman advocate must clearly and cor-
rectly expound the law to his clients, and hon-
estly warn them against transgressions or
neglect thereof. Its analogy is clear.

Jesus was both advocate and teacher. He
expounded the law everywhere; in the syna-
gogue and by the wayside; by the seashore and
on the mountain; to friends and enemies alike,
without flinching. To the wicked and design-
cabal who were persecuting Him, he said:

“Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all
thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all
thy mind. This is the first and great command-
ment. And the second is like unto it, thou
shalt love they neighbor as thy self. On these
commandments hang all the law and the
prophets.” '

“Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypo-
crites! For ye devour widows’ houses, and for
a pretense make long prayers: therefore ye
shall receive the greater damnation.”

He passed through the throes of agony in
the garden of Gethsemane while His disciples
slept:

“And he saith unto them, My soul is exceed-
ing sorrowful unto death: tarry ye here, and |
watch. . . ’ And he cometh, and findeth them
sleeping, and saith unto Peter, Simon, slee,?eSt_
thou? Couldst not thou watch one hour?

And when it became necessary to call a

He drove the money-changers from the
spade a spade, He did it, amidst the curses of

temple, who had made it a den of thieves:
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the powerful and mighty. It was to these he
said :

“Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypo-
crites! for you devour widows’ houses and
for a pretense make long prayers: there-
fore ye shall receive the greater damnation.”
Matt. 23, 14.

The Roman lawyer must speak with forbear-

ance when referring to his opponents, but at

no time was he enjoined from speaking the
plain truth. He must not show hatred towards
any one.

There never was a more striking example
of this than in the discourses of Jesus. When
it became necessary for him to speak plainly,
to show them the error of their way, He did so
without fear or favor, but it was always in
descriptive language appropriate for the occa-
sion. In the midst of His persecutions, He
said, “Love your enemies. Do good to them
that despitefully use you,” and as He hung
dying on the cross between two thieves, with a
crown of thorns pressed hard upon His brow,
raising His eyes towards heaven, He said:
“Father, forgive them for they know not what
they do.”

No courtroom etiquette ever approaChed
that, and no Roman advocatus was ever called
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~upon to pass through a trial like that before
Pilate. No advocate appeared in that friend-
less chamber to defend Him, for He was not
a Roman citizen. He stood alone before the
Procurator, without counsel, self-possessed,
kindly and firm; the olive skin was pinked
with the flush of pure, red blood; the athletic
‘body was straight; the head erect; the long
hair falling gently upon a pair of fine shoul-
ders developed at the carpenter’s bench, and
the eyes were clear and expressive—a royal
client without an attorney. What fame a
Roman advocatus could have won, for all the
ages, had just one of the one hundred fifty li-
censed to practice before the Procurator ap-
peared on the scene then. What immortal glory
could the most unworthy of them have
achieved had he but said one word in defense
of the Prisoner. The name of Cicero has been
written indelibly upon the pages of history,
and Marc Antony won undying fame in his
oration over the dead body of Caesar, but the
poorest advocatus who ever pleaded a case be-
fore a Roman bar could have made the world
almost forget Cicero and Antony by lisping
one little word of apology for Jesus before
Pontius Pilate. We wish one had done so. It
would now be the glory of the profession wher-
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ever a court convenes. BBut none did, and some
Roman lawyer may never know what immeas-
urable riches he lost because of his wretched
conception of his duty, when he mistook the
Crown Prince of the Royal House of Provi-
dence for a poor, persecuted, friendless Jew.

In the language of Browning:

“Therefore we ought to give the most earn-
est heed to the things which we have heard,

lest at any time we should let them slip. Ifor
the word spoken by angels was steadfast, and
every transgression and disobedience received
a just recompense of reward ; How shall we es-
cape, if we neglect so great salvation?” Heb.
2, 1-3.
There were two sides to the Roman law—
the civil and the c¢riminal. The latter had to
do with violations of the laws of the state and
were not founded upon contract. The Divine
Law is analogous to this, and the basis of it
~are the Ten Commandments. When the of-
'k,‘fender of the Roman law was convicted, he
faced fine or imprisonment, or both, in the
_discretion of the judge; and in some cases
death, for they had the death penalty there.
The emperor could pardon for any offense
upon sufficient reason shown by the advocate
of the convicted. If a fine were imposed, the
advocate could pay it or see that it was paid,
and thus secure the release of the respondent.
We now turn to the Divine Law, and we find
that all men are under condemnation. With
free moral agency, sin has come into the lives
of all mankind, accompanied with violations
of the Sacred Law, and this finds its analogy
in the Roman law in offenses against the

“This could have happened but once, and
we missed it, lost it forever.”

But the analogy does not stop at this point.

While it was the duty of an advocatus to
lend his assistance to any one who might call
for it, such services were not forced upon a
litigant. By neglect, a Roman could be de-
faulted and lose his day in court. It was up
to him to choose his counsel of his own free-
will. He had no reason to complain at the
hardships of the law, for he was presumed to
know what it was. Neither was he permitted
to complain of his own laches. The law had
provided him with an advocate, and if he re-
jected the opportunity or simply neglected to
avail himself of such assistance, he did so at
his peril. They felt no injustice in this for
they knew that justice could not wait always
for them. This is exactly what Paul meant
when he said in his letter to the Hebrews:
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crown. Perceiving this, Divine Providence of.
fered to all offenders the free services of an
advocate:

“For God so loved the world, that he gave
his only begotten son, that whosoever believeth
in him should not perish, but have everlasting
life. For God sent not his son into the world
to condemn the world; but that the world
through him might be saved.” :

In other words, Jesus did not come into the
world primarily as a judge, but as an advocate,
possessed with quasi-judicial powers, which re-
quired Him to pass judgment on men. He
found the world in ignorance of the law, and
sadly in need of His help. He disclosed to His
followers His authority to appear before the
Supreme Court, and offered His services to all
who should choose to accept them. John ex-
plained this when he wrote:

“The spirit and the bride say, come. And
let him that heareth say, come. Andlet him
that is athirst come. And whosoever will, let
him take of the water of life freely.” Rev.
22, 17.

d-l’

Jesus carefully prepared his case. He came

into the world and made a personal investiga- -

tion into the troubles of mankind. He knows
with what men have to contend, and is pre-
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pafed to feelingly and sympathetically present
their cause to the great Clhiancellor. Paul ex-
plained this to the Hebrews in his letter to
them, when he said:

“IFor we have not an high priest which can-
not be touched with the feeling of our infirm-
ities; but was in all points tempted like as we
are, yet without sin. Let us therefore come

" bodly unto the throne of grace, that we may

obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time
of need.”

Lastly, the high courts of Rome were courts
of record, and the principal pleadings and mo-
tions were in writing. We find their analogy
in John’s description of the Great High Court
sitting in final judgment on the last day:

“And I saw a great white throne, and him
that sat on it, from whose face the earth and
the heaven fled away; and there was found no
place for them, and I saw the dead, small and
great, stand before God; and the books were
opened ; and another book was opened, which
is the book of life: and the dead were judged
out of those things which were written in the
books according to their works. And the sea
gave up the dead which were in it; and death
and hell delivered up the dead which were in
them: and they were judged every man accord-
ing to their works. And death and hell were
cast into the lake of fire. This is the second
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death. And whosoever was not found written
in the book of life  was cast into the lake of
fire.” Rev. 20, 11-15.

This is a description of the Supreme Court
of the Universe with the great Eternal Judge
sitting on his throne, with the books contain-
ing the records of the cases He was to hear at
hand. From this, it is to be seen that there
were two kinds of books kept, one containing
the testimony in the case, that is, the record
the individual has made in this world, and the
other a special book called the “book of life.”
Those whose names appeared in this book, by
reason of some remarkable influence, were
exempt from execution. But Paul assures us
that such is the standing of the Great Advo-
cate of mankind, for he says:

“But this man, because he continueth ever,
hath an unchangeable priesthood. Wherefore
he is able to save them to the uttermost that
come unto God by him, seeing he ever liveth
to make intercession for them.” Heb. 24-25.

From this study of the text it may be seen
that some of the books containing the evidence
in the cases He was to hear, were analogous to
the record used in the highest Roman courts
which were courts of record. Proper books
were kept and all proceedings noted carefully.
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When John looked upon the scenes of the last
day, these books were among the wonderful
things he saw. Out of their contents the ac-
cused people were to be judged. But this book
of life was peculiarly differentiated from the
other books in that it was accessible to but
One. It was comparable in Roman procedure
to a special motion book or one containing
special cases. Its true significance can be
understood only when we read another pas-
sage of the record which John gives as fol-
lows:

“And I saw in the right hand of him that
sat on the throne a book written within and
on the back side, sealed with seven seals. And
I saw a strong angel proclaiming with a loud.
voice, Who is worthy to open the book, and to
loose the seals thereof? And no man in heaven,
nor in earth, neither under the earth, was able
to open the book, neither to look thereon. And
one of the elders saith unto me, weep not;
behold, the lion of the tribe of Judal, the root
of David, hath prevailed to open the book, and
to loose the seven seals thereof. And I beheld,
and, lo, in the midst of the throne, and of the
four Deasts, and in the midst of the elders,
stood a lamb as it had been slain, having seven
horns and seven eves, which are the seven
spirits of God sent forth into all the earth.
And he came and took the book out of the
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right hand of him that sat upon the throne,
And when he had taken the book, the four
beasts and four and twenty elders fell down
before the lamb, having every one of them
harps, and golden vials full of odors, which are
the prayers of saints. And they sung a new
song, saying, Thou art worthy to take. the
book, and to open the seal thereof: for thon
wast slain, and hast redeemed us to God by
thy blood out of every kindred, and tongue,

and people, and nation ; and hast made us unto =

our God kings and priests: and we shall reign
on earth.” Rev. 5, 1-10.

There are several things to be noted in this
record: (a) John saw God sitting on His
throne, and in His right hand He held a book,
not books. This was analogous to a Roman
judge sitting on his bench, holding a special
record in his hand. (b) There appears a
“strong angel” proclaiming in a loud voice,
which is analogous to a Roman court crier or
officer, announcing the names of the advocates
and the cases they were to try. (c¢) Finally
John comes to the one great case, upon which
the destiny of the world hung, for the world
was on trial. Its peculiar character was such
that there was but one advocatus who could
successfully plead it, and he was “the Lion of
the tribe of Judah, the root of David,” who
came forward as the crier announced the case,
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- was accepted by the Judge, took the special
- book from the hand of the Judge, opened it

(seal by seal), and explained its contents. He
was the only one who could open and expound

the contents of this book because he was the

maker and keeper of it and the sole possessor
of the knowledge of its contents. He it was
who had written the names to be found therein,
and no one could pass through that court into
their eternal reward whose names He had not
written in that book with His endorsement
attached. He thus held the key to the New
Jerusalem which John saw, and of which he
speaks as follows:

“And there shall in no wise enter into it any-
thing that defileth, neither whatsoever work-
eth abomination, or maketh a lie: but they
which are written in the Lamb’s book of life,
Rev. 21, 27.

As Jesus is the Lamb spoken of, He is the
Maker and Keeper of the Book of Life. He it
was whom John saw take that book from the
hand of the Judge, open it .and proceed to
advocate the causes of those whose names He
had recorded therein. It contains the names of
the “sheep” whom he had separated from the
“goats” in his administration of the final af-
fairs of the world, as well as his elect who had
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gone before, and those are the ones which J ohn
described when he said: :

“And I beheld, and I heard the voice of
many angels round about the throne and the
befwf% and the elders: and the number of them

as ten thousand times ten thousand, and
thousands of thousand.'; saving with a loud
voice, Worthy is the lamb that was slain to
receive power, and riches, and wisdom, and
strength, and honor, and 0]01'\', and blessmg <
Rev. 5, 11-12.

We cannot escape the conclusion that John
had a thorough knowledge of Roman court
procedure, and used the term advocate in de-
scribing the official character of Jesus in the
eternal kingdom, because he could illustrate it
in no other way so comprehensively to man-
kind. In so doing, he has done us a great serv-
ice, because we can now visualize the great
work Jesus is doing and is yet to do, and ap-
preciate the same. We can comprehend what
he means when he says:

“My little children, these things write I
unto you, that ye sin not And if any man sin,
we hav an advocate with the Father, Jesus
Christ the righteous: and he is the propltl
tion for our sins: and not for ours alone, but
also for the sins of the whole world.” 1 John
2,12
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And in the same way we can understand
Paul when he says:

“Who is he that condemneth? it is Christ
that died, yea rather, that is risen again, who
is even at the right hand of God, who also mak-
eth mtercesswn for us.” Rom. §, 34.
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And, moreover, I saw under the sun the place
of judgment, that wickedness was there; and
the place of righteousness, that iniquity was
- there.” Eec. 3, 16-17.

“For God shall bring every work into judg-
ment, with every secret thing, whether it be
good or whether it be evil.” Ee. 12, 14.

“Not every one that saith unto me, Lord,
Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven:
but he that doeth the will of my father who
is in heaven.” Matt. 7, 2.

“YWhen the son of man shall come in his
glory, and all the holy angels with him, then
shall he sit upon the throne of his glory: and
before him shall be gathered all the nations;
and he shall separate them one from another,
as a shepherd divideth his sheep from the
goats. And he shall set the sheep on his right
hand, but the goats on the left. Then shall the
king say unto them on his right hand, Come,
ve blessed of my father, inherit the kingdom
prepared for you from the foundation of the
world. Matt. 25, 31-34.

“Then shall he say also unto them on the
left hand, Depart from me, ye cursed, into
everlasting fire, prepared for the devil and his
angels.” Matt. 25, 41.

“And I saw a great white throne, and him
that sat on it, from whose face the earth and
heaven fled away; and there was found no
place for them. And I saw the dead, small and
great, stand before God; and the books were

DIVISION X.

CONSTRUCTION OF THE LAW AS TO JUDGMENT

The official duties of Jesus, the Son, in his
Father’s kingdom, have been discussed
already, and the question now well may be
asked: What becomes of the respondent after .
judgment has been passed upon him? To de-
termine this, we again turn to the law to study
its provisions, and apply the same strict rules
of construction previously used, in order to
determine the intent of the Law-maker. We

must take various sections of the law bearing
on the question, consider them together, and
try to determine that intent.

Commencing with the Ten Commandments,
we find that men are prohibited from doing
certain things. These would mean nothing at
all, as statutes, unless some kind of judgment
were to be passed upon those who violate them
and some penalty inflicted, and the law states
that such judgment and penalty shall be had.
Concerning this, we find the following provi-
sions, to wit:

“I said in my heart, God shall judge the

righteous and the wicked: for there is a time
there for every purpose, and for every work.
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located. .As respondents, we are all interested
in knowing where heaven is. Shall we search
the law in vain in an etfort to define and lo-
cate it?

Just before the betrayal of Jesus by Judas,
as His disciples were gathered about Him,
Peter expressed a desire to go with Him to that
place to which He had referred but which He
had not specifically described. He informed
Peter that he could not go with Him then but
that he should follow Him afterwards. Jesus
then proceeded to describe that place to them,
and said:

opened : and another book was opened, which
is the book of life: and the dead were judged
out of those things which were written in
the books, according to their works. And the
sea gave up the dead which were in it; and
death and hell delivered up the dead \;’hich
were in them: and they were judged every man
according to their works. And death and hell
were cast into the lake of fire. This is the
second death. And whosoever was not found
written in the book of life was cast into the
lake of fire. Rev. 20, 11-15. :
I'rom these passages quoted, as well as from
many others contained in the document, it
must be perfectly apparent, that judgment is
to be passed upon all mankind, and that men
are to be rewarded according to the record
made here; that those who have lived accord
ing to the provisions of the law are to be sen
to a place called the “kingdom of heaven,” and
that those who have disobeved those provisions
are to be sent to some other place called “lake
of fire,” because separation is clearly decreed

“In my father’s house there are many man-
sions: if it were not so I would have told you.
I go to prepare a place for you. And if I go
and prepare a place for you, I will come again,
and receive you unto myself; that where I am,
there ye may be also.” dJno. 14, 2-3.

By considering this paragraph in connection
with the twenty-first paragraph of the seventh
chapter of Matthew, above quoted, it will be
seen that the words “my Father’s house” and
the “kingdom of heaven” mean one and the
same thing. Years ago we learned, as a mathe-
matical proposition, things which are equal to
the same thing are equal to each other. That

This leads us to inquire: What and wher
is heaven? If a prisoner is sentenced by
judge to a term of vears in prison, for violatin
some law, the sentence cannot be executed
without locating the prison. Neither can he be’f
sent to a place of reward without that place 18
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holds true here, and by simple substitution,'
the paragraph quoted would read as follows:

“In the kingdom of heaven are many man-
sions: if it were not so I would have told you.
I go to prepare a place for you,” ete,

Now, unless we are to accuse Jesus of sim-
ply playing with words, we can construe His
language to mean nothing less than that ther
were places, or bodies, or things in heaven:
which He called mansions, but that these were
not in suitable state of preparation for His
followers, and that He must go “to prepare a
place for them.” Many years later, John, who
was one of Jesus’ closest friends, who stood by
when He made the statement, and who was an
old man in exile on the isle of Patmos, longi
to catch just one glimpse of the promis
place, visualized at least a part of heaven a
a city of transcendent beauty and glory. Thi
was his understanding of the place whic
Jesus had prepared for him in accordance wi
His promise, and it certainly appeurs to be H
intent to provide some place whose environ
ment would comport with the harmony eX'
ing between Him and His disciples and with
their righteous and exalted characters. H
gives tangibility to His description by the us
of such words as house, mansion and place

|3
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THE LAW AS TO JUDGMENT

N which He would prepare. It is not hard to
understand how that the first two of these
words were used allegorically, but the word
place to be prepared, indicates the doing of a
specific thing in a certain locality which He
describes as house and mansion. He further
describes this place as in a kingdom, as before
noted. There is also tangibility to that because
he refers to it as the realm or sphere governed
by His Father who is in heaven. That is stated
clearly in His prayer which He taught His
disciples. As we are told in Genesis, that God
made the heavens and the earth, and all there
was therein, His kingdom, then, is the universe
for He rules over it, and somewhere in that
universe are His allegorical mansions, one of
which Jesus declared, as He was about to
leave, that He would specially prepare for His
followers. He said prepare, not create. He
also said there were many of them, but did not
give the number. We say He prepared one of
them, because it was His intent, clearly ex-
pressed, to keep His flock together, in onec
place, where He could be with them forever.
It was not places but place He was to prepare,
and whatever that place was, it was to be
- heaven to them. It could not have been the
whole universe which He referred to, for the
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language employed excludes the thought, but
some place in that universe called heaven,
which is to be the final home of those chosen
by Jesus, accepted by God, ruled over by Him,
and is a part of His kingdom. ‘

It seems to have been Paul’s conception that
heaven was a place and not a condition or
status, for in his epistle to the Hebrews, he
says

“But now they desire a better country, that
is, an heavenly: wherefore God is not ashamed
fo be called their God; for He hath preparec
for them a city.” Heb 11, 16. §

Like John, he understood heaven to be a

place which he calls a city located in “an heav
enly country.” John called it the “New Jeru-
salem,” and as old Jerusalem was the capital
of Judea, so, it would seem, the New Jerusa-
lem is to be the seat of government of th
“heavenly country.” o
Again, it was Mark’s understanding tha
heaven was to be a place, for he says:

“So then after the Lord had spoken un
them, he was received up into heaven, and sa
on the right hand of God the Father.” Ma,r

16, 19. |
One cannot conceive of rig jght and left an

sat without associating them with bubstance
or place or location, involving the matter o
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direction, for how can there be such things
without place and loeality?

Luke also regards it in the same light, for
he says:

“But he, being full of the Holy Ghost, looked
up steadfastly into heaven, and saw the glory
of God, and Jesus standing on the right hand
of God, and said, Behold, I see the heavens
opened, and the Son of Man standing on the
right hand of God.” Acts 7, 55-56.

At least, he approvingly quotes Stephen as
saying that as he was suffering martyrdom.

It would seem, therefore, that it is plain
that thix record clearly discloses the intent of
the Law-maker to provide a place of reward
for those who shall keep the law, and accept
the services of the Advocate, which is called
ITeaven, and that that reward consists in the
enjoyment of the perfect life of the benefi-
ciaries, and perpetual fellowship with their
Redeemer, the Son Jesus of Nazareth.

It has been stated already, that to get a
proper construction of a written instrument,
such as a will, statute or constitution, the sev-
eral parts should be considered together, hav-
ing in mind all of the time the intent of the
maker or makers of such instrument. This
necessitates our considering other parts of the
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document at this time, and in this connection.

Ty

When we do this, we find that this conception
of heaven is sustained in the account of the
resurrection of the dead, and the second com-
ing and regency of Jesus.

Now, to get the complete record pertaining
to this point before us, we will quote again
from it, at the expense of repeating a portion
of it, pertinent paragraphs noted therein:

“Let not your heart be troubled: yve believe
in God, believe also in me. In my Father’s
house are many mansions: if it were not so I
would have told you. I go to prepare a place
for you. And if I go and prepare a place for
you, I will come again, and receive you unto
myself, that where I am, there ye may be also.”
John 14, 1-3. '

“And when he had spoken these things,
while they beheld, he was taken up; and a
cloud received him out of their sight. And
while they looked steadfastly toward heaven,
as he went up, behold, two men stood by them
in white apparel; which also said, Ye men of
Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into heaven?
This same Jesus which is taken from you into
heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye
have seen him go into heaven.” Acts 1, 9-11.

Under the rule of construction cited, we

should take these detached paragraphs, con-
sider them together and try to get their true
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meaning. If we do so, the reasonable mind will
construe them about as follows:

Inasmuch as Jesus had told His followers,
L ,that in His Father’s house there were many
i mansions; that He would go to prepare a place
[for them, and that He would come again to
receive them unto Himself; that the dead
would pass to judgment first; that the right-
eous dead would rise, and that those alive on
the earth at the time of His coming would be
judged, as He clearly stated they would be,
through His regency. Matt. 25, 31-34.

After the living are judged, it would be un-
reasonable to assume that they would die in
His presence or under His reign. What, then,
would become of them? The answer is given
in His assurance that He would receive them
unto Himself, with the risen dead, in that
place prepared for them by Him in His
Father’s house of many mansions. That place
is not this earth, because He clearly states that
He was to go away to some other place to make
His preparation for them, and He started on
His journey when He made His ascension and
was caught up in the clouds. He is to come
back again by the same route, as Luke states
(Acts 1, 9-11), and Paul understands that the
living are to go back with Him over the same
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course, as is clearly manifested in hig state-
ment : |

“Then we which are alive and remain
shall
be caught up together with them in the c,louds ‘
to meet the Lord in the air; and so we shall
ever be with the Lord.” 1 Thess. 4,17-18. i

These statements should dispose, for all
time, of the claim that Christ’s second coming
is simply a spiritual one. They will not admit
of such construction. The statement is plain, .
and the words used are of obvious meaning.
Those friends of Jesus had seen him caught up
in the air, disappearing in the clouds, and that
is as far as they could follow Him on His
journey. To follow Him to the new place of
abode, would mean that the living would have
to be taken up in the air to get to that other
place where the righteous dead are to go, and
where peace and harmony shall ever reign.

That, in substance, is what Paul says, and
it is in substantial harmony with the state-
ments and various promises of Jesus. He tells
in His discourse who will go with Him and
who will not go, and gives clearly His reasons
for making the division. (Matt. 25, 33-46.) He
does not state where it is to be, but indcates
that it is to Le one of the mansions in His
Iather’s house. As we know that His Father’s
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e

house is the universe, is it not a fair assumptofl
that the mansion referred to is one of the many
planets or heavenly bodies, in the limitless
space, which Jesus has specially prepared, dur-
ing His absence, for the abode of the living
whom He will take with Him, and the resur-
rected dead? It must suggest the thought, that
some such planet is necessary for the habita-

‘tion of the living whom He shall take with

Him. In this connection, let us again observe
that Jesus said He would prepare a place and
not create one. The word is significant because
the record states He had already created all

things:

“In the beginning was the Word, and the
Word was with God, and the Word was God.
The same was in the beginning with God. All
things were made by him; and without him
was not anything made that was made.” John

1, 2-3.

“All things” include these planets, and He
made them as the Father’s great Architect.
He does not need to create them over again,
but a preparation is needed. The scientists tell
us that constant changes are being made in the
heavenly bodies under the laws which govern
them. If He made them, He also made the laws
which govern them, and the changes wrought
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are His changes; His preparation of them for
some purpose of His own. Jehovah is not so
prodigal with His resources that He will scat-

ter these great planetary systems throughout

space for no purpose whatever. We learn no
such lessons of wastefulness from what we fing

in this world. Why so there? Is such a pre-

sumption fair and reasonable?
Nor are we unsupported in this contention.

Inasmuch as the record proves Jesus to be -

possessed with supernatural power, and able
to translate the human body from this planet
to that of any other heavenly body, regardless
of any other physical or natural conditions,
nevertheless the record clearly states that some
radical changes in the human body will be
made to fit it for that other place in the heav-
enly kingdom and fellowship with Jesus. This
is not only true of the resurrected dead, but
of the living also without their “tasting death.”
Says Paul:

“Behold, I show you a mystery: We shall
not all sleep, but we shall all be changed, in a
moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last
trump: for the trumpet shall sound, and the
dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we
shall be changed. For this corruptible must
put on incorruption, and this mortal must put
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on immortality.” 1 Cor. 15, 51-53; 2 Cor. 5, 4;
1 Thess. 4, 15; Phil. 3, 21.

~ If the body is to be so changed, does not the
presumption follow, that it is for the purpose
of fitting it for its mew habitation and new
environment? It is not a wild and vain specu-
lation to follow up the thought. Why this
change in or transformation of the body?
Christ assumed the form of a man while here,
and was not ashamed of it; and the record
proclaims, that man was made in the image of
God. Why any change? There appears but one
answer, and that is, that Jesus went to prepare
a place for us; that He is to come again to
take those of us who remain to that place with
Him, and that the environment of that place
is such that some change is required to adapt
us to it. There shall be some other method of
lighting it than the sun, for the record states
that:

“There shall be no night there: and they
need no candle, neither light of the sun; for
the Lord God giveth them light: and they shall
reign for ever and ever.” Rev. 22, 5.

The scientist will note that this provision
takes care of that time when the sun shall have
become “burned out, cold and dark,” for man
is to become an immortal spirit, while the life
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of the sun is limited, so they say. John is not

caught in any trap there, for any heaven
lighted by the sun would not be eternal. Al-
though not an astronomer, he seems to know
what he is talking about. The environment of
such a place may be the atmosphere of some
other heavenly body which may be imperish-
able and to which God shall furnish some other
light than the sun, or which may need no light

at all. Who knows? DBut whatever place it.

may be, it is heaven—the homeland of the
spirit, the place where Jesus is and to which
He welcomes those He redeems.

To some heaven is but a status and not a
place. No rational construction of the law will
sustain such contentien. In this connection, it
seems that we shall not do full justice to this
subject unless we discuss further the question
of the intent of the Law-giver, for it is of para-
mount importance. Is it not possible to glean
further knowledge of the intent by studying
the needs and conditions created by the acts
of the Law-giver Himself which the law is
designed to meet? We think that it is, and we
shall accordingly take up the study of the mat-
ter of that intent.

It must be evident to the thinking person, -

that the Creator of the universe had in mind
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the accomplishment of some purpose in the
creation of mankind with all of his peculiar
endowments which distinguish them from all
other animal creation. The Creator did not
stop with the creation of the natural senses,
but He endowed all normal creatures with a
desire to live out their allotted time. We wit-
ness that on all sides, and in all living things.
We go a step further in the order of progres-
sion, and find man not only possessing a desire
to live out his allotted time, but with an under-
standing of the eternal nature of things just
as strong a desire for immortality as he has
for natural life. This is true of all classes and
races of people. The simple-minded North
American Indian prays fervently for the joys
of the happy hunting grounds. It is a place to
which he longs to go, and for which his nature
craves. Is it not fair to presume, nay is it not
compelling to believe, that it is the intent of
the Creator of that insatiable longing to sat-
isfy it? What injustice it would be not to do
so if we are to judge the refusal by that other
part of the law known as the Golden Rule.
What a delusion and fraud it would be for a
creator to thus play upon the feelings of his
helpless creatures. What a fearful charge of
deceit that would be to bring against Jehovah.
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This Dbelief is not confined to the simple-
minded. It ranges from the highest to the low-
est types of intellectuality. Socrates and Plato
were as much inspired by the belief in immor-
tality as the most primitive men. In fact, this
belief has been almost universal, showing that
there was, in the beginning, probably a uni-
versal sowing of the seed of this belief by the
Master Hand.

IEven in those who do not outwardly confess
that belief, there are unmistakable evidences of
the hope that is within them. The exceptional
few have permitted a theory to stubbornly con-
test for supremacy the hope that is divinely
planted in each nature, until the voice which
speaks through natural impulse is smothered.
It becomes a matter of false education and
spiritual perversion. Shakespeare speaks the
hope of the natural man when he says:
“Heaven, the treasury of everlasting joy.”
With the natural man, age only intensifies that
hope and longing. This verse is but an echo of
the voice of old age:

“«And when I at last must throw off this frail
covering
Which I have worn for three-score years and
ten,

On the brink of the grave, I'll not seek to
keep hovering,
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Nor my thread wish to spin o’er again:

But my face in the glass I'll serenely survey,

And with smiles (ount each wrinkle and fur-
row; .

Tor this old worn-out stuff, which is thread-
bare today,

May become everlasting tomorrow.”

We now turn to those whom we have known
to have lived the lives of the simple and pure,

“ of the cultured part of our race, and, while we

see more of the refinements and understanding
than in the primitive man, we find the same
evidence of the endless longing for immor-
tality. Instead of the happy hunting-ground,
it becomes heaven, a place everlasting where
the chosen of the Creator shall dwell forever.

Thus we find the sainted, blind Fannie
Crosby singing about the “Blessed Homeland.”
The Rev. Augustus M. Toplady, in that im-
mortal hymn, “Rock of Ages,” speaks his hopes
in these words:

“When I soar to worlds unknown,
See Thee on Thy judgment throne.”

That was his vision, and Benson says of it:
“No other English hymn can be named which
has laid so broad and firm a grasp upon the
English-speaking world.”

Wesley conceived a place of refuge in his
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beautiful hyvmn, “Jesus, Lover of My Soul,”
‘ } k . 3
for he said:

“Hide me, O my Savior, hide,
Till the storm of life is past,
Safe into the haren guide,
0, receive my soul at last.”

It is said that Wesley wrote this hymn after
he and his brother had been driven from the
place where they had been holding service, by
a furious mob.

Heaven is visualized in that fine old hymn,

“Phe Heavenly Land,” as the author expresses

it:

“T love to think of the heavenly land where

white robed angels are.”

Tt is the author's interpretation of the 16th
verse of the 11th chapters of Hebrews. They
think of heaven as a place and not .t condition
or status merely.

The same view is expressed in that hymn
known to us all, “Pull for the Shore”; and in
“All the Way My Savior Leads Me,” Franny
('rosby again says:

“All the way my Savior leads me;
Oh, the fullness of His love!
Pertect rest to me is promised,
In my Father's house above;
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When my spirit clothed immortal,
Wings its flight to realms of day,

This my song through endless ages—
Jesus led me all the way.”

Taking his theme from a pa qgraph already
quoted, “In my Father's house are many mair
sions,” Rev. William Hunter visualized heaven
as expressed in these words:

“)My heavenly home is bright and fair;
Nor pain nor death can enter there;
Its glittering towers the sun outshine;
That heavenly mansion shall be mine.
I'm going home to die no more.”

Perhaps there is no song sung into which
little children put more emotion and sing with
greater fidelity to their natures than:

»

«8hall we gather at the rirer where hright
angel's feet have trod

With its crystal tide forever flowing by the
throne of God.”

There is only one other song which may rival
it in that respect, and that is, “In the Sweet
By and By." How the children love to sing it:

«phere's a land that is fairer than day,
And by faith we can see it afar,
Tor the Father waits over the way,
To prepave us a dwelling place there.”
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What song is there sung today, of the thou-
sands, to which the average audience listens
with more apparent solemn interest, than Har-
old Jarvis’ rendition of “Beautiful Isle of
Somewhere" :

“Land of the true where we live anew,
‘Beautiful Isle of Somewhere.”

Emerson, in his splendid essay on the Law
of Compensation, states that every positive has’
its negative, every evil its good, every bitter its
sweet. Why should there be a failure to re-
spond to the longing for immortality, and why -
should He who has provided with infinite care
and wisdom the supply for every other demand
fail to meet the wants of His highest creation?

In answer to the question: “\What and where
is heaven?” we would reply that, judging from
the expressed longings of the natural man, it
is.a place of peace and rest from strife, pro-
vided by the Creator somewhere in His uni-
verse, which He has provided to meet the con-
ditions which He Himself has created. In
other words, we get the intent of the Law-
maker from the circumstances which go to
make up the needs of the governed, and the
desirableness and justice of caring for them.

Ask vourself the question: For what does
my own soul vearn? Would you be satisfied
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with floating about in ether, in a state of
imagined ecstasy, where you could float a mil-
lion years, and with the telescope of a Kepler
be unable to discover a human soul, so vast is
space. Have you ever discovered anything in
your own life which leads you to believe that
the Creator who placed in your being a long-
ing for immortality, and brought you into this
world of light, heat and substance, as a place
of preparation or stepping-stone for some
other existence, will answer that specific long-
ing by dangling you up in ether, through end-

\Jess ages, where, by comparison, the chances of

meeting of but two human beings in this world,
situated on opposite sides of this earth, with-
out means of communication or travel, save
what nature gave them, would be infinitely
greater than the chances of meeting a human
soul floating in endless ether. It would be the
nearest to nothing of anything of which the
human mind can conceive, instead of the ful-
fillment of a great hope or longing so thor-
oughly felt and understood here.

But what about the unredeemed? Where are
they? The inquirer may answer his own ques-
tion for the law clearly sets forth that they are
somewhere else than in heaven. There is not
enough in the record by way of description, to
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enable one to visvalize such a place or exist-
ence. But wherever or whatever it is, it is not
in heaven. The door is closed to such and they
cannot enter. This is the law:

“YVerily, verily, I say unto you, he that cn-
tereth not by the door into the sheepfold, but
¢limbeth up some other way, the same is a thiet
and a robber. I am the door.” John 10, 1-9.

“And these shall go away into everlasting
punishment: but the righteous into life eter-
nal.” Matt. 25, 46.
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