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fome old Difpénfary, printed about the

- fime of the witching-days of thac old

bigot King James; where it is recom-
mended as a fpecifick againft witch-
craft, and gives an humourous account
of the fuppofled operation of this medi-
cine, as praftifed by a curious old wi-
zard. l-re likewife beftows one very
fingular lecter on the fidelity, fagacity,
and longerity, of Ulyffes’s dog Argus,
the only animal that recognized his
mafter after (o many years of ablence;
and proves that the circumftances re-
corded of him are not only poetical,
but likewile truly confilfient with the
natural hiftory of the canine fpecies.
| (Tode continued. )

! 165, Selest Epigrams. In Tawo Vihimes,
THE ediror of thele little volumes,
which may boalt much rypographical
elegance, has made an ample and judi-
cious feleftion of the beft epigrams in
the Eng-ilnl language, and has extraéled
the beaucies «of our epigram-writers;
from Sir fohn Harrington to the late
M. Bifhop, the worthy malter of Mer-
“chant Tailors {chool. . What we efteem
& fingular excellence s, that the editor
has not admitted iuto his collettion any
of thufe wanton and licentious pieces
which oo often dilgrace works of a fi-
milar natare. The volumes are in-
feribed to Mrs Crefpigny. We fhall
prefent oir readers with the following
Epigrams, as a {pecimen of the feledtion :
“Fati vareT Hora Brwicwr
By the late Mr. Bisuor,
“When Tom call’d in one day on Ned,
His wife was plaftering deary’s head,
- Who figh’d but dar’d not (huke it =
*Tis well Tom’s pace is fomething flower;
For, had he come an hour before,
He'd feen the vixea break it.”
“Or Two NerGuBouURS WHo DIED
AT THE sAME TIME.
By the late D, James ForpycE.
My neighbour Thornten cannot livea day,”

Cried honelt [ones %, then in a deep decay;; .
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¢ Jones cannot live a day,’ cried Thornton,
broke [ioke.
With cruel gout, though ftill he lov’d a
To think himfelf might die, each one was
loth 3 [both.””
Before the day expir’d, Death feiz’d them

166. A Layman’s Proteft againfl the profans
Blafphemy, falfe Charges, and illiberal In-
wvedtives, of Thomas Paine, Autkor of a
Book intituled “ The Age of Reafin. Parts
I. and II. Being an Invefligation of true
and falfe Theology. By J.Padman, Fun.
““ THE Age of Reafon,”” by Tho=

mas Paine; is one of the moft ignoranr,

grofs, and fcurrilous libels vpon Com-
mon Senle and Revealed Religion that
the cighteéenth century has produced.

We rejoice to find that fuch a defpica=

ble attempt to fubvert the Chriftian

faith has been duly noticed. The
learned and excellent Bifhop of Lan-
daff has, in his “Apology for the Bi-
ble,” refuted, in the molt malterly
manner, the ablurd and vuigar objec= .
tions of this arch-infidel; and Mr. Ere
fkine, in a ftrain of fublime eloquence,
has vindicated the Chriftian Religion
from' the charges this impious writer
had adduced again{l its divinity, Mra

Erfkine was the firft iayman who poba

licly entered his prote@t agaicft * The

Age of Reafon.” Mr. Padman, jua.

in the work now before us, makes

fome remarks on different parts of

Paine’s treaiife ; and, though we difco=

ver litrle depth of judgement in any of

his obfervanions, yet we may pronounce
this * Protzfi”’ to be a very ufeful one,

a very good antidote to the poifon of

Paine, and fitted for the comprehenfion

of the inferior claffes. Had Mr. Pad-

man inferted lefs of his “diffencing
cant” (fee pp. 146, 149, 150), it would
have redounded more to his honour.

Why attack the Ecclefiaftical Eftablith=

ment of this country when defending

the Divinity of the Bible? Whar ce-
cafion was there for (uch 2 finifler at=
tack ? Could he not have vindicated

' As'the 'editor of this fele€tion bas inferted, occafionally, concife biographical notes,

Wecannot help Taying a lictle refpe@ing “honelt Jones,” nientioned in the above epigram.
r. Samuel Jones was a watch-maker, and a well-known charater at Bath. His fin-
gularities attraéted mach notice, and occafiened his thop to be mu;h reforted to by the
nobility and genitey duting the feafon.  His natural impetuofity of temper was eafily ex-
Tited, and apon very trivial occafions; but, wlien the fubjeét of religion was ftarted
kwhich he generally introduced in converfation with his cultomers, even if they wera
perfons of the higheft rank), 1% often exceeded the boands of refpect, decency, and d_ﬁ‘
orum. A creed oppofite to his own (which was fingularly enthufiaftical) expofed its
profeflar, whether dean, archdeacon, ‘or preliend, whether peer or baronet, to the rudeft
Lihguage. This conduét, of courfy, injured him in his bufinefs effentially. But-he was con-
tented; rilicking that, by fuch avowal of his opinions, lie ferved the canfe of the Gafprl.
Ith il hiseccentficities, he was an ‘houeft an, and, as fagh, much refpected, He died
J“ﬂ?. 1794, A painting of him was £ img hung up in the pump-room. Rzv.
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our holy Religion without letting the’

world know he was a Nonconformift 2
« Lord, what a duft T make [" (21d the
flv on the chariot-wheel. We have
heard Mr. P. holds a mercantile fitua=
tion ; if fo, he has emnployed his leifure
hours mejitorioufly.

167 Copes of Original Letters recently rit-
ten by Perfons in Faris to Dr, Prieftley’in
America. Taken on board of a Neutral
Vojfel.  (Concluded from p. 516.)
“WHATEVER can tend fo humble

tie Englilh Government is moft anxioufly
fought after, in whatever fhape the mode
of oppofition prefents itfelf. The only, or
almoft the only, outlet for Englith mer-
chandize is the port of Hamburgh. The
French, who have at prefent long arms,
have ftretched out one of their fingers to-
wards that town, and have, as we under-
ftand, even laid it on. We expect to hear,
every poft, that the port is (hut againft the
Englifh, and that the Englifh merchandize,
which is emmagszined there, to the a-
mount of three or four millions, is confif-
cated ¥. © What the fate of thefe pefty
Oligarchies in the Noith will be, is yet
mncertain ; whether thefe towns, fuch as
Hamburgh, Embden, Franck fort, will re-
main 2s they ars, under the great changes
operating in the Empire; or whether they
will he amalgamated with fome other ter-
ritory 4, and till the general day of deli-
verance arrives, which, according to the
figns, does not appear to be at a very
great diftance.

“Of thofe antient and regular Govern-
ments that will foon fall, Spain {eems de-
termined to take the lead. Every thing in-
ternal is big with revolution, according to
all the accounts which travellers of obfer-
vation and veracity bring us from thence.
In addition to this, the French "Govern-
ment are on the point of demanding very
ferious explanation, why, during a year
and 2 half of hoftility with England, Spaia
has been more fedulous to help the com-
mon enemy than aid the interefts of her
ally the French Republick. It is not very
doubtful that one of the interludes hefore
alluded to will be the march of an army
acrofs the Pyrenees, throngh Madrid, to
Lifbon, unlefs the demands made by the

French Government be inftantly
with, which are {Tid tq be, the delivery of
the Spanith fleet into the hands of the
French, to be put under the direftion of
French officers, and the invafion of the

kingdom of Portugal by the Spanifh

troops. In this alternative is (eems that
Spain is placed, trembling on every fide
for her prefent political exiftence, and
with good reafon to tremble. If thefe two
Governments, which will then form one,
be alfo revolutionized, a confiderable por-
tion of lorgitnde and latitude in Europe
will take the Republican fyftem, and we
fhall have made pretty decent progrefs, confi-
dering the litde fpace of time we have had
to operate in, and the obftacles we have
hitherto met with, which are at prefent
confiderably removed.

“ Amidft thefe changes without, you
will no doubt be furprized to hear of an
unexpected change that takes place, from
time to time, within. You will bave trem-
bled for our Conftitution, and probably

[July, .?

complied -

felt fome alarm for liberty on the events of

the ¢8 Fruétidor ; you will have felt fimi-
lar difugrecable fenfntions in hearing of the
late arreits of the Deputies in Holland.
Thele are events, no doubt, very diffrefing;
but, unfortunately, we are fo placed asto
be obliged to commit one evil to avoid an

accumulatien ; no one pretends that either {

thofe men, at leaft the immenfe majority.
of them, who, have been fent, from time
to time, to Cayenne, or the Dutch Depu-
ties now under‘arre(,-are enemies eithen
to Liberty or their refpeétive Republicks;
70 one of common [enfe entertains this opinion s

knowing many of this cerquered party in= j

timately, I can aver, that they-havedeft
none bechind more pure in manners, or
more decided in favour of republican li-
berty.  Bur, unfortunately, thofe of France
futfered their perfonal pafiions to interfere
with their political duties, and they lent,
unwittingly, their aid to thofe who wifhed
to crufh the Republick, while their only
aim was te crufh the-men in power, whom
they confidered as ufurpers, and whom they .
hated. The men in power WERE T0O
WFLL VERSED IN REVOLUTIONS notfo
amalgamate their own perfonal enemies
with thofe of the ftate; and hence arifes.
the expedition to Cayenne, Take the in=

* The reader muft not imagine that, becaule this prediftion has not yet been veri=.

fied, it is therefore a proof of ignorance in the writer.

It is known to many perfons,

that this project was aétually decided upon by France, and that its execution was pre=
vented only by the fear of oppofition from thofe continental powefs, the ruin of whofe
commerce was involved in the confequences of fuch a meafure.” .

1 ¢ Such is the nature of the acquifitions which the Direttory encourages the Princes

of Germany to make at the expence of their neighbours.

They are to be annexed to

their territories only for the prefent, and till the general delfverance arrives. A fpirit
juftice er wifdom is faid to have influcnced the two great powers of the Empire to rejeét

* thefe poifoned gifts, and to refufe to lend themfelves to the accomplithment of fuch ini-
Guitous and dangerous projels. May this be the fymptom of retarning reafon on other.
points not lefs important 1*
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