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PSALM LXXXIIL 6, 7.

I Have sarp, YE 4re Gops; AND ALL OF voU 4RE
cHILDREN OF THE Most Hren. But rvr sHALL

DIE LIKE MEN, AND FALL LIKE ONE OF THE
PRINCES,

1T having pleafed the SupremE RuLzr, who
is infinitely exalted above all that are called gods on
earth, and who alone hath immortality, dwelling in
light inacceffible and full of glory, to take from
our world, his fervant, the Chief Magiftrate of this
Commonwealth, it becomes the indifpenfable duty
of all, ferioufly to notice and religioufly improve the
melancholy and afflictive difpenfation. Such a no-
tice and improvement of this painful event are, how-
ever, peculiarly incumbent on us, of this place, in
conlequence of our having been particularly con-
nected with the deceafed ; who was a moft diftin-

guifhed inhabitant of this town, and member of this
Chriftian Church and Society.

Tue fpeaker has ever had too much experience
of the candour of his hearers, to diftruft it on the

preient
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prefent occafion. He cannot, however, perfuade
himfelf to enter upon the difcharge of the duty that
now devolves upon him, without particularly re.
quefting the indulgence of his audience; and ex.
prefling a hope, that hus deficiencies will be imput.
ed lefs to an unbecoming indifterence to the folemn
event, which has fpread fo general a gloom over
the face of {ociety, than to the very fenfible man-
ner in which it has affetted him.

Our text 1s the language of the great Creator
and Lord of all, who knoweth his works from the

beginning to the end, and calleth them all by their
names, [ bave faid, Ve are Gods ; and all of you
children of the Mo/t High. But ye fpall die like men,
and fall like one of the princes.”’—What wide ex-

tremes! Gods, yet mortal! ‘Sons of the Higheft,
yet frail children of the duft! |

MANKIND are the offspring of Gop, formed in
his image, and conftituted lords of this lower world.
By their rational and moral powers, by their capa-
citics of improvement in knowledge, virtue, and
happinefs ; by their deftination to a future and e-
ternal ftate of exiftence ; and by the elevated views
and hopes which religion teaches them to entertain,
they are raifed to a diftinguifhed rank in the {cale
of beings. They are allied to the divinity, and
claim kindred with the immortals. In a compara-
tive and qualified fenfe, they are ¢ gods.”

Byt
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But we muft not attempt to conceal, nor neg-
lect to confider, that 1t 1s to the Magiftrates and
Rulers of the earth this high appellation is more
efpecially to be applied.

Trose of our fellow-men, who, In Divine Provi.
dence, are raifed to civil power and truft, are the

vicegerents of the Supreme Ruler, the minifters of
Gob for good to mankind.  On account of the au-
thority, power, dignity and utility of their Office,
they are ftyled ¢ Gods,” by Him who cannot be
fufpelted of giving flattering or ufelefs titles. The
advantages refulting to fociety from the appointment
and agency of Civil Rulers, are more extenfive and
important, than we are ready, perhaps, at firft view,
to imagine. As the benefits, which we are contin-
vally deriving from the cftablifhed laws, and faluta-

ry operations of the natural world, are very apt,
from their being conftant and familiar, to be little

regarded : So, accuftomed, as we are, to the fecuri-
ty, order, and bleflings flowing from a {tate of {foci-
ety, which is regulated, improved, and protected by
Civil Laws and Government, we are prone to think
too lightly of the preteétion and privileges we enjoy,
and of the inftitution from which they are dertved.

RrLicion and a fenfe of moral obligation, im-
portant and effential as they are to fociety, have ne-
ver been found fufficient, even where they have ex-
ifted in their greateft purity, vigour and extent, to
render men, in a tolerable degree, fecure and un-
difturbed in the enjoyment of their rights. In eve-

ry
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ry nation and community, thete ate fome on whor
religious and moral principles have but little effed,
Such perfons, were it not for the teftraint arifing
from the fear of the Civil Magiftrate, would freely
indulge themfelves 1n rapine and plunder, and every

kind of vice and iniquity to which their unruly paf.
fions might prompt them. It is alfo too evident,

that mankind in general are {o defetive in their
regard to the dittates of piety, benevolence and juf-
tice ; and {0 liable to be mifled by the felfifh paf-
fions, that they need to have their conduét and
intercoutfe with one another regulated and reftrain.
ed by civil authority ; and the errors of their own
biafled judgment corretted by the decifions of more
difinterefted tribunals.

Tue effential importance of Government, thete-
fore, to the fecurity, order and happinefs of fociety,
muft be manifef. And to this neceffary infitu-
tion, the Almighty Parent and Lord of all, ever
caring for the welfare of his offspring, has given
his divine fanétion, in beftowing the title of “Gods”
on thofe who are appointed to rule over men. In

proportion as they are faithful to their truft, and
anfwer the end of their appointment, civil rulers

are, like benevolent fuperior powers, the guardians,
proteCtors and benefaCtors of the community over
which their influence extends ; and as fuch are en-
titled to a moft refpettful and affetionate regard.

But Civil Magiftrates, however elevated their

ftations and important their fervices, and notwith-
{tanding
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{tinding they poflefls, in the higheft degree, the
public affe¢ton, efteem and confidence, are fubje,

in common with the reft of mankind, to the attacks
of difeafe and the power of death.

¢ [ have faid, Ye are Gods~=but e fhall die like
men.”  As all mankind have the fame origin, fo it
is agreeable to the appointment of Heaven, that
they all have the fame end.  “ All are of the duft,
and all turn to duft again.” 'To people his dark
dominions, the king of terrors is continually de-
fpoiling our world of its inhabitznts.  But although

his arrows produce fuch fatal effelts among man-
kind, yet his bow feems to be drawn at a venture.
We fall before him indicriminately, and go down
to the grave without any apparent order. The
congregation of the dead, hike that of the living, s
2 mixed multitude, confifting of perfons of all ages,
of all conditions, and of all charafters. If we walk
over the burying ground, confult the monumental
infcriptions, and meditate among the tombs, we
fhall find that the aged and the young, the public
Magiitrate and the private citizen, the rich and the
poor, the great and the imall are there, From the
earbeft records of the ravages of death, and from
the courfe of Divine Providence, which falls under
our daily obfervation, we fee that no clafls or de-
fcription of men is exempt from mortality. The
moft pious and Chriftian Ruler * falls like one of
the”” heathen and idolatrous “ princes.” And the
earthly Gods die like the meaneft mortals.
B

THESE
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THEsE truths have lately been exemplified before
our eyes, in an inftance of human frailty, which at
once carries convition to the mind, and grief to the
heart. The laft week were committed tothe duft, with
funeral honours, not moresunufual than deferved,
the remains of our moft refpetted friend and neigh.
bour, the Governor of this Commonwealth. At
this event, patriotifm mourns ; friendfhip weeps ;
and the more ¢ tender charities of life’” are in the
fpirit of heavinefs, “He fhall return no more to
his houfe; neither fhall his place know him any
more.” It becomes us to fay, ¢ Even fo, FATHER,
for fo it feemed good in thy fight,”

5

TaE ways of Heaven are infinitely above our

narrow views and comprehenfion. ¢ But there 1s

a {pirit in man, and the infpiration of the Almighty
giveth us underftanding.” It is our duty, there-
fore, notwithftanding we are capable of knowing
but in part, and feeing but in part, to contemplate
the appointments, and ftudy the ways of Gop, in
order that we may difcover the propriety and wil-
dom of them, as far as our limited powers will per-
mit. This is not a profane or ufelefs employment
of our rational faculties; but is both pious and
profitable. To believe the divine wi{dom, which,
1 all cafes, we have fufficient reafon to do, 1s high-
ly confoling ; but to fee it is ftill more fatistaCtory
and improving to the mind.

Ar firft view, it appears ftrange and unaccount-

able, that mankind fhould be fummoned to quit the
{tage
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ftage of human life, in a manner in which there
appears to be 1o little order, or difcrimination of
charaéers and cenditions. It 1s apt to excite fur-
prife, if not a fpirit of diftruft and complaint, when
we fee death deftroying the hope of man; triumph-
ing over thofe who are in the bloom of youth, or
in the midft of life ; thofe who are 1n circumftances
of eafe and profperity ; eminent for their talents,
virtues and ufefulnefs ; and in the prefervation of
whofe lives, not only their more private connexions,
but whole communities, are deeply interefted : while
thoufands of the aged and infirm, of the dependent
and wretched, of the profligate and ufelefs, furvive!
This, 1t is commonly obferved, is one of the myf
teries of Providence. But if it be a myftery, it is a

myftery full of wifdom. Nor is that wifdom whol.
ly hidden from our view.

Ir death 1s admitted into the world, and fuffered
to reign over the children of men, it is obvious,
that they muft fall under his power, either in the

prefent indifcriminate and promiicuous manner ; or
according to fome fixed rule and order, A little

attention to the confequences of the latter method,

will be fufficient to convince us of the fuperior wii-
dom of the former.

WERE mankind to return to their original duft,

according to {fome eftablifhed rule and lettled order,
n refpe to age, or any other obvious circumftance,

this rule and order would be neceflarily known,
from obfervation ; and we thould confequently be.
come
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come acquainted with the day of our death. But
this is a kind of knowledge, which would but in.
creafe our forrow. Were mankind to forefee the
particular period of their diffolution, how diftrefling
would be the confequences of fuch forefight ! How
many individuals, inftead of indulging the pleafing
and innocent hope of living many days, and rejoic-
ing in them all, would be filled with difmay, by the

knowledge that death was at the very door! How
would the pleafures of friendthip and domeftic life
be unfeafonably interrupted by the certain forefight
of diftreffing bereavements; and families bathed
in tears before their time! It would be no uncom-
mon thing for the potentates and rulers of the
earth to retire, like the celebrated CuHARLES the
fifth, from their exalted ftations, and relinquifh the

affairs of government: Nor for men, in humbler
conditions, to abandon their ufeful employments,

and refign themfelves to melancholy and defpair.
Not a few of mnankind, who might otherwife have
continued to be highly ufeful to their families,
friends and country, till overtaken by death, would
at an earlier period, be wholly unfitted for attend-

ing to the common duties and concerns of life,

Nor let it be imagined, that knowing the precile
order and time of their departure out of the world,
would be friendly to the moral and religious inter-
efts of mankind. Such knowledge would not be
fuited to a probationary ftate. It would be likely
to render us thoughtlefs and prefumptuous, or de-
prefied and defponding ; according to the diftance

oY
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or approach of death., A certainty that wE had;:t
a few days to live, might fill us with terror ; but
would poflefs no charm, or myfterious power, to
corre&t vicious habits, formed in our feafon of fe-
curity ; and at once to fit us for the fervices and
enjoyments of Heaven, That uncertain tenure, on
which we hold our lives, places us in a favourable
fituation for the due exercile of our voluntary and
rational powers, and confequent improvement of
our moral charaters. It dees not oveErpower the
mind by its terror ; but by a more gentle influence
becomes an important mean of forming men to ha-

hits of refle€tion and {eriouinels, of picty, virtuc and
wfefulnefs.

WERE certain claffes or defcriptions of men ex.
empted from death, or made certain of living to an
unufual age, what advantages would refult from
fuch an arrangement ¢ Or rather, what evils would
it not produce? If riches and honours were a fecu-
rity from the grave, with what an increafe of devo-
tion and geal, of injuftice and oppreffion, fhould we
fee mankind paying their homage to the god of this
world, and forcing their way to power and fame !
It the affluent and profperous are now too prone to
forget Gop, their maker ; to lead lives of diflipa-
tion and pleafure ; and to turn away from icencs
of human woe ; what would be the temper of their

minds and tenour of their condué, were they at an
agreement with the grave !

WERE
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Were the children of men expofed to die, in
proportion as they are poor and dependent, unfor-
tunate and wretched, this appointment would widen
that difference which now takes place in the condi.
tions of men, and of which fome are apt to com-
plain as being already too wide. It wouid add af-
fliction to the affliCted, by increafing their appre-
henfion of that evil which the philofopher pro-
nounced, “ Of all tervible things the moft terria
ble "’ And by diminifhing that great {upport and
folace of the unfortunate and miferable, the hope of
living to fee better days, and of taking comfort a

little, before they go hence and are feen no more.

Ir the more vicious and worthlefs part of man.
kind, thofe who are leaft difpofed to make a proper
ufe of their time and talents, were to be configned
to an early death, this would be to deny them that
opportunity for reflettion, repentance and amend-
ment, which divine compaffion allows to finful men.
Or if any are ready to think it expedient that the
more prous, virtuous and ufeful members of {ociety,
as they only are fit to die, fhould alone be fubjett
to death, it need only be afked, what a world this
muit be, deprived of their counfels and examples,
fervices and influence ! It muft be dark and wretch-
ed, indeed, when defpoiled of its lights, its orna-
ments and glory !

THE more, indeed, we reflet on the ways and
appoimntments of Heaven, and compare them with

any {chemes and methods of our own, the more
{hall
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fhall we be convinced of the wifdom and goodnefs

of the former 5 and of the weaknefs and folly of
the latter.

Tur preceding obfervations on the ufeful and
dignified charatter of Civil Rulers, and on the mor-
tality to which, by a wife appointment of Heaven,
they are liable, n common with the reft of man.
kind, it 18 to be hoped, will neither be deemed un-

feafonable, nor prove unprofitable. They at leaft
teach us to refpect and honour wife and faithful ru.

lers, while we are mdulged with them ; and to en-
tertain 2 humble ienle of the divine correftion, when
Gop, in his righteous providence, takes them away.
At the {fame tune we are taught, by our fubje&, to
confole our minds under fuch bereavements, in the
reflection, that they take place according to a con-

ftitution and appointment, founded in perfe® wif-
dom.
g

Tuis confolation we need at the prefent time.—

A Chiet Magiftrate, who poflefled, in an unufual
degree, the public efteem and confidence, has been
taken from our head, in the midft of his days and
ulefulnefs. Such was his public ftation, and fo ac-
knowledged were his virtues, that, unaccuftomed as

I afo the giving of charaders, in my difcoutfes,
it is undoubtedly expected, that fomething of this

kind will be attempted on the prefent occafion. 1
am not infenfiblé of the juftice of the expettation,
nor of the propriety of the attempt.

(GOVERNOR
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GoverNeRr Sumner was born on the 24th of
November, 1746, in this town; where he paffed
his days. As fcarcely any circumftance, relating
to diftinguithed charaters, is unimnterefting, it may
not be improper to obferve, that he had the advan.
tage of a fine perfon.—He was clevated in fature,
as well as in {tation, above the multitude of his
brethren. His afpet was open and noble ; at once
conciliating affetion, and commanding refpet. In
his manners he was condefcending, polite and unai-
fuming ; yet dignified and manly.

His mind was naturally ftrong ; and its various
powers were well balanced. He difcovered more
of that folid and judicious turn of mind, the effect
of which was a uniform, diftin& and ufeful light,
than of that kind of genius, which, though 1t may
fometimes produce brilliant effelts, often leads to
erzor and harm, by its too bold and extravagant
excutfions.

He enjoyed the advantages of a liberal and pub-
lic education, in our Univerfity, at Cambridge,
where, in the years 1767 and 1770, he receved
the cuftomary degrees.

On leaving the Univerfity, he entered m* the
ftudy and pratice of the law. By the candour and
judgment with which he conduted, in the line of
his profeflion, as well as by the difcreet and amiable
tenour of his life and converfation, he acquired the
affe®ion and efteem of his brethren of the bar, and

of his fellow-citizens in general. He
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He was called to ferve the public in the Legifla-
ture of this Commonwealth, firlt as a Reprefentative

from this town ; and then as a Senator for the coun-
ty of Suffolk, inits former extent.

In the year 1782, Governor Hancock, with the
cordial approbation of the public, placed him on the
bench of the Supreme Judicial Court. In this im-
portant fituation, he continued for a confiderable
courfe of years, approving himfelf to the public as
a difpaffionate, impartial, dilcerning, able and ac-
complithed Judge. The principal, ¥ not the only
objeCtion, made to his removal from. the bench of
Judges, to the chair of Government, was the capa-
city, fidelity and ufefulnefs, with which he ferved
the community in the judicial department. But
the public, rightly judging, that the integrity and
capacity with which he filled the ofhice of a Judge,
was the fureft pledge of his fidelity and ufefulnefs,
in a ftill higher and more important ftation, turned
their attention to him as the moit {uitable perfon to
fill the office of Chief Magiftrate. Accordingly,
on the refignation of his predeceflor in the chair,

Judge SumNER, 1n the year 1797, was elelted Go-
vernor of the Commonwealth by the people ; and
has fince, been repeatedly cholen to the fame high

office, by a very large majority of their free fuf-
frages.

DurinG two years, he officiated in this important
ftation, in a manner highly fatisfaCtory and advan.

tageous to the public, as well as honorable to him-
C felf -
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felf : and would, no doubt, have long continued
to adminifter the Government with an upright
heart and fkilful hand, had the councils of the
Moft High accorded with the {uffrages and prayers
of his people on earth

As he was the decided advocate of the Federal
Conflitution of Government, and employed his in.

fluence for its adoption, in our State Convention, of
which he was a member ; {o, after 1t came mnto op-

eration, and its eftets were exper‘enced, he enter.
tained a high fenfe of its importance to our national

peace and profperity. 'Though as Chiet Magiftrate
his private feelings, as -well as public duty, muft
have led him to be watchful with refpet to every
thing, which he conceived would endanger the ho-
nour and profperity of the Commonwealth ; yet he
was far from indulging an unworthy jealoufy of the
national government, and of thofe appointed to ad-
minter it.  The %fpicions and difcontents enter-
tained by too many, and the mifreprefentations and
calumnies, by which they were excited and nourfh-

ed, were, not unfrequently, fubjefts on which he
exprefled his furprife and deep regret.

He was remarkably free, however, irom every

thing that had the appearance of party fpirit, or
rancour. His candour and moderation were known
unto all men. We are taught, that “ he who ru-
leth his fpirit 1s better than he that taketh a city.”
This was an excellence of Governor SUMNER.—
He poﬂ'effed an unufual degree of felf-command.

Divelting
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Divefting himfelf of prejudiee and paflion, he exa-
mined with deliberation and impartiality, and deci-
ded with rectitude and wifdom. His cool and dif-
pafiionate temper, refleCts more honour on his me-
mory, if we admit the opinion which fome have
entertained, that it was lefs the effe& of a peculiar-
ly happy conftitutional temperament, than of moral
difcipline and culture, and the benign influence of
a religious principle,

Humivity without meannefs, the inconteftible
proof of a fuperior mind, was a diftinguifhing trait
in his charalter. 'Who ever heard or {aw any thing
in his converfation or deportment, that had the ap-
pearance of pride, or vanity, or aftetation ; or that
could be conftrued - into an oftentatious difplay of
his own talents, virtues, or {ervices?

TraoucH rafed to the highelt dignity, it was 1n
the power of the citizens of the Commonwealth to
beftow ; yet, as far as my knowledge extends, he
was never accufed nor fufpected of employing any
unworthy arts to gain the popular favour ; nor of
obtruding himfelf on the public, as a candidate for
places of power andtruft. Such was his modefty
that when he found the eyes of the Community
turned upon him, he appeared not a lttle lur-
prifed and ¢ difordered at the deep regard he drew.”

AFFLUENT In his circumftances, and pldced at

the head of the Community, he maintained that hof-
pitality, and appeared in that {tyle of life, which

Weire
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were fuited to his fortur®, and becoming the dig.
nity of the firft Magiftrate of a great and refpeta-
ble Commonwealtti, His modeft deportment, how-
ever, difarmed the envious of their malignity, At
the fame time it caufed the honours that encircled
his brow, to appear with fingular beauty and advan-
tage ; as the deep fhade of the diftant cloud gives
to the intervening bow, in the heavens, an appear-
ance pecularly graceful and magmficent.

In the more private and tender relations of life,
he was affeCtionate and faithful. The purity of his
morals will not be called in queftion. Many here
prelent have had opportunity to obferve, and can

teftify, that the manner of his life from his youth,
has been, in a fingular degree, blamelefs and ex-
emplary. |

In early life, and about the time he entered on
the praltice of the law, as his fecular calling, he
made a public profeflion of Chriftianity, as the rule
of his religious faith and pradtice. He appeared to
be imprefled with an Iabitual fenfe of the truths of
religion, and of the importance of its inftitutions.
At the prevalence of irreligious and licentious prin-
ciples, he exprefled a deep concern. Few perfons,
I believe, were more in the habit of introducing, mn
their daily and familiar converfation, ferious and ule-
ful refleCtions of a moral and religious nature.—
The temptations of affluence and blandithments of
polithed life, did not, as too frequently happens, un- .
fettle his principles and corrupt his morals, and thus

make
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make fhipwreck of faith and 2 good confcience.
But he continued to hold falt his integrity to the
end ; and was juftly efteemed a worthy and exem-

plary member of this Church of our Lord Jesus
CHRIST,

Ir we now pals to the laft {cene of his life, we
{hall not find it the leaft interefting and inftructive. |
His diforder was attended with great bodily pain
and diftrefs ; which he bore with Chriftian patience
and fortitude. He was not infenfible, efpecially at
fome periods of his ficknefs, of the alarming nature
of his difeafe, 'When under the impreflion, that he
was foon to go the way of all the earth, he took a
particular and affetionate leave of his family,

IT will not, I hope, be thought improeper, nor
prove unufeful, if I take the liberty to mention what
he obferved to me, when vifiting him by his defire ;
and at a time of his ficknefs, when he appeared to

have the full exercife of his reafon, and to be ap-
prehenfive that the time of his departure was near.

[ am not confcious of having materially deviated
from his own expreffions ; nor of having, in the
leaft degree, departed from what I underftood to be
his meaning. ¢ A dying bed,” he oblerved, 18
not the place for one to begin to attend to his reh-
gion, and prepare for another world. But I have
not been unmindful of thefe concerns. 1 have
thought much of them. The more I have reflectea
on the fubje& of religion, the more has my mind
been fettled and confirmed in its reality and impor-

tance.
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tance. 1 am fenfible,” continued he, “that many.

infirmities and errors have attended me; but I truft
1 have the tefimony of my con{cience to the gene-
ral re¢titude of my views and condu&t in life,”
At a fubfequent period, on the conclufion of the
office of devotion, performed at his requeft, he {aid,
with a geiture and emphafis, the impreflion of
which I {hall not eafily lofe, ¢ I am rESIGNED.”

He has fallen afleep; and we have commutted
him to the filent tomb. ¢ Bleffed are the dead,
that die in the Lord : Yea, faith the Spirit, they
reft from their labours, and their works follow
them ! It does not become us “ to forrow as
as thole that have no hope, For if we believe that
Jesus died and rofe again, even {o them alfo which
fleep n Jesus will Gop bring with him.” We
are aflured, that ¢ the hour is coming when all that

are 1n the grave fhall hear the voice of the Son of
Gop; and they that hear fhall live,”

Mavy the affliCted reli&t, children and relatives of
the deceafed, be led to refleé on the wifdom of that
Providence, which fubjes all men, without diftinc-
tion, to the fentence of mortality ; and on the great
truths of that religion, which brings life and im-
mortahty to light. From thefe fources of comfort,
as well as from the foothing power of the public
fympathy, which has been fo unufually exprefled,
may they derive confolation. And may their im-
provement in every Chriftian grace and virtue, be
the fruit of their afflition,

May
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May the Supreme Ruler fandtify the affedting
breach he has made on thole who are ftyled Gods,
to the rulers and public charatters of this Common-
wealth ; and particularly to his {ervant, on whom
the duties of the chiet magiftracy now devolve.—
May the rulers throughout our land be taught a lef-

fon of wifdom; and the magiftrates and judges of
the earth receive mftruction !

Tue church and religious fociety in this place,
as in every bereavement they experience, {o efpe-
cially in the death of the diltinguithed character
who has been lately removed from our prefence and
communion on earth, are adinonifhed, that ¢ every
man at his beft eftate 1s altogether vanity.” May
we attend to the admonition, and be excited to work
the works of him that fent us into the world while
it is day 5 for the night cometh, when no man can
work. It becomes us, and the people of this Com-
monwealth, to be humble under the prefent rebuke
of Heaven. While we are taught not to put unduc
confidence in princes, nor in the fon of man, wholc
breath goeth forth, and who returneth to the earth,
let us learn not to provoke Gob, by our unrealon-

able fufpicions, to take from us the wife and faith-
ful of the land.

WreN we fee diftinguithed charalters, efpecially
tuch as we particularly loved and honoured, paffing

out of this world, how natural is it to cherifh the
hope of another ? And what reafon have we, at all

times, to be thankful that we have fomething be-
fides
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fides the doubtful fuggeftions and uncertain conclu.

fions of our own unaflifted reafon to encourage the

belief of a future ftate? Jesvs CHRrIST, who was
fent of Gob to enlighten the world, and who fur.

nifhed ample c%dentials of his divine miffion, hath

exprefsly taught us, that ¢ there fhall be a refurrec.
tion of the dead, both of the juft and of the unjuft.”

To confirm his doltrine he was willing to make
the experiment. He voluntarily fubmitted to death,
confidently predifting, that on the third day he
fhould rife from the dead. And behold, on the
third day he fhewed himfelf alive! After having
been feen for a confiderable courfe of time of ma-
ny infallible witnefles, and converfed with them of
the things pertaining to the kingdom, he afcended
up on high, to his Father and to our Father, to his
Gob and to our Gop. Thus hath he become the
firft fruits of them that fleep, the forerunner into
the Heavens of all the faithful. He hath illumined
the dark paffage of the grave, and led the way to

glory.

WitH all gratitude and joy does it become us to
lay hold on the hope that is fet before us, and to
welcome, as the richeft gift of Heaven, that divine
religion which prefents it. Let not our corrupt afs
feCtions, our evil deeds, and confequent prejudices,
render us unbelieving. If in fo high and rational
a concerl as that of our religion, we muft have pre-
judices, 1t is to be withed, for the honour of our

nature, that thofe prejudices might be in favour of
!
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a religion, which diftinguifhes us irom the beafts that
perith ; a religion which opens to our view living
{cenes of virtue and happinefs, beyond thofe dark
abades, where death and f{ilence reignj a religion,
which earneftly invites us to feck, i the way of well
doing, for glory, honour and immortality, affuring

as that our labour {thall not be in vam.

SucH a religion cannot do us harm. It may, 1t
muft do us good. It mult elevate our views, refine
our affeCtions, ennoble our condu&, comfort our
hearts, and fpread beams of light and joy over the
various {cenes of hu.wan life. It muft, in propor-
tion as its glortous hopes are cherithed, and 1ts ge-
nuine influence felt, produce a Heaven here on
earth, although there fhould be none hereafter.—
But though I thus {peak, I am perfuaded, that ¢ He
1s faithful who hath promifed.”  And ¢ why fhould

it be thought a thing incredible with any, that Gop
{hould raife the dead ?”’

WHATEVER may be our ftations and "conditions
in life, may we all be followers of thofe who have
departed this life, having lived in the fear of Gob,
and m the faith of our holy religion. It is the
Great Author of our-being who furnithes us with
our talents, and affigns us our ftations. But we our-
lelves are accountable for the fidelity with which
we employ the firft, and fulfil the duties of the laft,
The ancient philofopher and moralift, as quoted
and referred to by another, has, with great beauty,
as well ag juftice, reprefented mankind as being in

D a
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a theatre, where every one has a part affigned him,
by the great difpofer of the drama. The great du.
ty incumbent on every individual, 1s to receive his
part with humility, and aé it in perfeCtion. We
inay, indeed, imagine, fays he, that our part does
not fuit us, and that we could a& another better.
But this is not our bufinefs. All that we are con.
cerned in is to excel in the part which is given us.
And to excite us to act well our parts on the prefent
ftage, the interefting confideration cannot be too of-
ten revived in our minds, that we are deftined to
another world, and a more important fcene of ac-
tion, where our parts will be caft anew, and every
one will have a ftation afligned him exaltly anfwer-

able to the fidelity, with which he now performs
his duty. |

THERE 1s no condition 1n life, however humble,
which does not afford opportunity for the exercife
and improvement of all thofe virtues, which are ne-
ceffary to fecure us the efteem and affeCion of the
wife and good ; and to qualify us for the high ho-
nours, and unipeakable felicities of the heavenly
world. Like the molft elevated and illuftrious of
mankind, we are rational, moral and accountable
beings. Like them, we are bound, according to
our opportunitics, to be ufeful in our day and fta
tion. Like them, we are noticed by the Great
Malter of the fcenes, and unerring Judge of real
worth, Like them, are we candidates for eternity ;
and we all have the fame mvitation, and the fame
encouragement to afpire after jovs that fhall never
ceale, and crowns of glory that {hall never fade.
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Tue ditinétions of birth, wealth, rank, pox::g;f
fhall all be loft in the grave. Thole of truth, pie-
ty, virtue, and moral worth, fhall furvive the diffo-
lution of nature, and be known in the regions of
immortality. Therefore, my refpetted hearers, this

is the conclufion of the whole matter : “ Fear Gop,
and keep his commandment ; for this 1s the whole
of man”—his duty, happimels and glory.  Comply-
ing with this great maxim, which 1s equally the
diftate of reafon and revelation, we fhall fecure the
favour of that Aumicury Brine, with whom
there is no refpect of perfons ; and fhall receive
that fentence of approbation and reward, ¢ WEeL
DONE, GOOD AND FAITHFUL SERVANTS ; Y&
HAVE BEEN FAITHFUL OVER A FEW TIIINGS; }
WILL MAKE YOU RULERS OVER MANY THINGS;
ENTER YE INTO THE JOoY OF YOUR Lorp.”
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