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Lorp Percy moved an Addrefs to his Ma-
jefty, congratulating him on the Birth of
a Princefs, &c.—and echoing back "o the
Throne the Sentiments which his Majelty
was gracioufly pleafed to exprefs in his
Speech, f{teadily to purfue Meafures of
Hoftility againft America, 1n Order ¢ to
recover the Affetion and reftore the Con-

- fidence of the Colonies,”—and in ¢ boges
of fome important Succefs.” His Lordfhip
faid little ;—and Lord Chefterfield, who
feconded the Moetion, faid lefs.—Lord
Coventry {poke a fhort time: And then

LORD CHATHAM.

I Rife, my Lords; to declare my fentiments
on this moft folemn and ferious {ubject.

It has impofed a load upon my mind which
A 2 I tear
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I fear nothing can remove, but which 1m-
pels me to endeavour 1t’s alleviation by a
free and unreferved communication of my
fentiments.

In the firft part of the Addrefs, I have the

honor of heartily concurring with the noble
Farl who moved it. No man feels fincerer
joy than I do, none can offer more genuine
congratulation, on every acceflion of ftrength
to the Proteftant Succeffion. I therefore moft
entirely join in every congratulation on the
birth of another Princefs, and the happy re-
covery of her Majefty.—But I muft ftop
here, my courtly complaifance will carry me
no farther—I will not join in congratulati-
ons on Misfortune and Difgrace.—I1 cannot
concur in a blind and fervile Addrefs, which
approves and endeavours to fanétify the Mon-
frous Meafures that have heaped Difgrace
and Misfortune on us—that have brought
Ruin to our~ Doors ;—my Lords, Ruin 1s
brought to our Doors. This, my Lords,
is a perilous and tremendous moment —It
s not a time for Adulation.—The fmodth-
nefs of Flattery cannot now avail,—cannot
fave us in this rugged and awful Crifis.~

It is now neceffary to inftruct the Throne 1n

the language of Truth—We mult difpel the
Delufion
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Delufion and the Darknefs which envelope 1t,
and difplay in its full danger and true co-
lours, the Ruin that is brought to our Doors.
This, my Lords, 1s our duty: it1s the
proper function of this Noble Aflembly, fit-
ting as we do upon®our Honours 1n this
Houfe, the Hereditary Council of the Crown :
———And who is the Minifter-—Where 1s the
Minifter—that has dared to {uggeit to the
Throne the contrary unconftitutional lan-
guage this day delivered from it ! The ac-
cuftomed conftitutional language from the
Throne has been appli¢ation ~to parliament
for advice, and a reliance on 1ts confititu-
tional advice and affiftance.—As 1t 1s the
right of parliament to give, {o 1t is the duty
of the crown to afk it.—But on this day,
and 1n this extreme momentays exigency,
no reliance is repofed on our conititutional
counfels! No advice is afked from the fo-
ber and enlightened care of Parliament! But
the crown from itfelf and by itlelf declares
an unalterable determination to purfue Mea-
{ures—and what Meafures, my Lords? the
Meafures that have produced the imm:nent
perils that threaten us, the Meafures that
have braught Ruin to our Doors—Can the
Minifters of the day now prefume to expect
a continuance of Support in this rutnous In-

fatuation ?
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fatuation ?—Can Parliament be o dead to
its di*gnity and 1ts duty as to be thus de-
luded 1nro the lofs of the one, and the viela-
tion of the other? To give an unlimited
Credit and Support for the ¢ fleady’ perfe-
verance in Mealures,—9Zbat 1s the word, and
the condu&, not propofed for our parliamen--
tary advice, but diftated and forced upon
us,-~---1n Meafures, I fay, my Lords, which
have reduced this late-flourifhing Empire to
Rutn and Contempt. « But yefterday,—
‘“ and England might have {tood againft the
« world,—Now, none {o poor—to do her re-
« yerence.”—I1 ufe the words of a Poet; but
though 1t be poetry it is no fiction.—It 1s a
fhameful truth, that not alone the power and
firength of this country are wafting away and
exptring, but her well-earned Glories, her
crue Honour, and fubftantial Dignity are {a-
crificed.——France, my Lords, has infulted
you ;—fhe has encouraged and {uftained
America :—and whether America be wrong
or night, the dignity of this country ought
to fpurn at the officious infult of French in-
terference.—Yhe Minifters and Embaffadors
of thofe who are called Rebels and Enemies,
are 1n Paris }—In Paris, they tranfact the re-
ciprocal interefts of America and France!

Can there be a more humiliating Difgrace ?
Do
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Do they dare to refent it? Do.they prefume
even to limit a vindication of their honour
and the dignity of the ftate, by requiring the
difmiffal of thefe haughty Plenipotentiaries ?
Such is the degradation to which they have
reduced the Glories of England! the people
whom they affe€ted to call contemptible Re-
bels, but whofe growing power has at laft
obtained the name of Enemies,—the people
with whom they have engaged this country
in war, and againft whom they now coni-
mand our implicit {fupport in every meafure
of defperate Hoftility ;—This people, def-
pifed as Rebels, or acknowledged as Ene-
mies, are abetted againft you, {upplied with
every military ftore, their interefts confult-
ed, and their - Embafladors entertained, by
your inveterate Foe of France!—And our
Minifters dare not interpofe with dignity or
effect,—Is this the Honour of a great King-
dom? Is this the indignant Spirit of Eng-
land, who but ¢ Yefferday” gave laws to the
Houfe of Bourbon ?—My Lords, the digni-
ty of Nations demands a decifive conduét in
a fituation like this.——Even when the great-
eft Prince that perhaps this country ever
faw, filled our Throne, the requifiticn of a
Spanith General, on a fimilar fubje&t, was
attended to and complied with: for, on the

{pirited
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fpirited Remonitrance of the Duke of Alva,
Flizabeth found herfelf obliged to deny the
IFlemith Exiles all countenance, {upport, or
even entrance into her dominions; and the
Count Le Marque, with his few defperate
followers, was expelled.—~Happening to ar-
rive at the Brilie, and finding 1t weak in de-
ferice, they made themfelves mafters of the
piacc:—And this was the foundation of the
United Previnces. -

My Lords, this ruinous and ignominious
{ituation, where we cannot act with fuccefs,
nor fuffer with honour, calls upon me to re-
monftrate in the ftrongeft and loudeft lan-
cuage of Truth, to refcue the Ear of Ma-
jefty from the delufions which furround 1t.—
The defperate ftate of our Arms abroad 1s
in part nown.—No Man thinks more high-
ly of them than I do;—1 love and honour
the Englith troops:—I know their Virtues
and their Valour :—1I know they can atchieve
any thing except Impoflibilities ;—And i
know that the Conqueft of Englifh Ameri-
ca is an Impoffibility. You cannot,—I ven-
ture to fay it, You CANNOT conquer Ame-
rica.—~Your Armies laft War effelted every
thing that could be effe@ed ;—and what

was it ? It coft your numerous army; under
the
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the command of a moft able General *, now
a noble Lord 1n this houle, a long and la-
borlous campaign to expel 5,000 Krench-
men from French America: My L.ords,
Jou cannot conquer rmerica :—What 1s your
prefent iituation there? We do not know
the worft; but we know, that in three cam-
paigns we have done nothing, and f{uffered
much. Befides the fufferings, perhaps the
total Jofs, of the Northern Force : The beft
appointed Army that ever took the ficld,
commanded by Sir William Fowe, has re-
tired from the American lines :—He was
obliged to relinquifth his attempt, and with
great deiay and danger to adopt a new and

diftinét plan of operations. We fhall foon
know, and in any event have reafon to la-
ment, what may have happened fince.—As
‘to conqueft, therefore, my Lords, I repeat,
it 1S impoffible :—You may fwell every ex-
pence -and every effort ftill nic-e extrava-
gantly ;—Pile and accumulate every affiftance
you can buy or borrow ; traffic and barter
with every little pitiful German Prince that
fells his {fubjects to the thambles of a foreign
Prince;—your efforts are for ever vain and im-
potent :--doubly fo from this mercenary aid on
which you rely; for it irritates to an incu-
rable refentment the minds of your ene-

B mies :

§r Jeffry (now L-ord) Antherft,



( 0 )

raics : ~1 o over-run them with the merce-
nary {ons of rapine and plunder,—devoting
them and their pofleflions to the rapacity of
hireling Cruelty !—1f I were an American, as
I am an Englithman, while a foreign troop
was landed 1n my Countrv, 1 never would
lay down my Arins Never—Never—Ne-
Ver——. |

Your own Army 1s infefted with the con-
tagion of thefe 1lhiberal Ailies.—The {pirit
of plunder and of rapine 1s gone forth among
them.---I know 1t.----And, notwithftanding
what the noble Earl who moved the Addrefs
has given as his opinion of our American
Army, I know from authentic information,
and the mof experienced Officers, that our dif-
cipline 1s deeply wounded.----Whilft this 1s
notorioufly our finking fituation, America
grows and flourithes:----Whilft our ftrength
and difcipline 1s lowered, their’s rifes and 1m-

Proves.

But, my Lords, who 1s the Man, that 1n
addition to thefe difgraces and mifchiefs of
our Army, has dared to authorile and aflo-
ciate to our Arms the Tomahawk and Scalp-
ing Knife of the Savage ?---To :call into ci-
vilized alliance the wild and inhuman Sa-

vage
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vage of the Woods! To delegate to tic
mercilefs Indian the defence of difpured
Rights---and to wage the horrours of his bar-
barous War againft our Brethren! My Lords,
thefe enormities cry aloud for redrefls and
punifhment ; unlefs thoroughly done away, 1t
well be a frain on the national character ;---
It is a violation of the conftitution: I be-
lieve it 1s againfl law.----lt 1s not the leait
of our national misfortunes that the itrength
and charater of our army are thus Impair-
ed.---Infected with the merccnary fpirit o
robbery and rapine,---familiarized to the hor-
rid fcenes of favage cruelty, 1t can no longer
boaft of the noble and generous principics
which dignify a foldier ; no longer {ympa-
thize with the dignity of ¢ the Royal Ban-
ner,”---nor feel ¢ the pride, pomp, cucum-
ftance of glorious war,” ¢ that make amoi-
tion virtue.”’----What makes ambition---vir-
tue ? The fenfe of honour. But, is the {enfe
of honour confiftent with a fpirit of piun-
der ¢ or the praltice of murder? Can 1t flow
from mercenary motives ! Or can it promprt
to cruel deeds r----

The independent wviews of America have
been {tated and aflerted as the. foundation of
this Addrefs.----My Lords, no man wifhes

~ S . -
B - 1A
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more for the due dependence of America on
this Country than I do. To preferve 1t, and
not to confirm that ftate of independence
mto which our meafures hitherto have driven
them, 15 the object which we ought to unite
11 attalning.----- ‘The Americans, contending
for their rights againft arbitrary exations, I
fove and admire; 1t 1s the ftruggle of free
and virtuous patriots :---But contending for
independency and total difconnexion from
I:ngland, as an Englifhman, 1 cannot wifh
them fuccefs.---For, on a due conftitutional
dependency, including the ancient {fuprema-
cy of this country in regulating their com-
merce and navigation, depends the mutual
happinefs and profperity both of Yngland
and America.---She derived affiftance and
protetion from Us; and We reaped from
Fler the moft 1mportant advantagés.----She
was indeed the fountain of our wealth, the
nerve of our ftrength, the nurfery and bafis
of our naval power.-----It is our duty, my
[.ords, if we with to fave our country, moft
anxioully to endeavour the recovery of thefe
mofit beneficial fuljects---And in this perilous
crifis, perhaps the prefent moment may be
the only one in which we can hope for fuc-
cefs: for in their negociations with France,
they have, or think they have, realon to

com-
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complain.--—-Though it be notorious that they
have received from that power moft impor-
tant fupplies and affiftance of every kind,
yet it is certain they expefted 1t 1n a more
:mmediate and decifive degree. America 1s
in il humour with France on {ome points
that have not entirely anfwered her expecta-
tions :---Let us wifely take advantage of evé-
ry poflible moment of reconcihation. Be-
fides, the natural difpofition of America fhil
leans towards England;---to the old habits
of connexion and mutual intereft that united
both countries.----This was the eftabiifhed
fentiment of all the continent; and ftll, my
Lords, in the great and principal part, the
found part of America, this wife and affeClu-
onate difpofition prevails: And there 1s a
very confiderable part of ZAmerica,----yet
found ;----the middle and the fouthern pro-
vinces :----Some parts may be fattious and
blind to their true interefts ;---but if we ex-
prefs a wife and a benevolent difpofition to .
communicate with them thofe immutable
rights of nature and conftitutional liberties
to which they are equally entitled with our-
felves,---by a conduct fo juft and humane we
fhall confirm the favourable, and conciliate
the adverle. I fay, my Lords, the rights
and libgrties to which they are equally en-
titled
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t1tled with oeurfelves, but no more.---1 would
participate to them every enjoyment and
ireedom which the colonizing fubjetts of 2
free ftate can pofiefs, or wifh te pofieis: and
i do not fee why they fhould not enjoy cve-
ry fundamental night. in their property, and
every original fubftantial liberty which De-
vonfhire or Surry, er the county I live in,
or any county in England, can claim :---re-
{ferving always as the facred right of the
iMother Country, the due conftitutional de-
pendency of her Colonies. —The inherent
fupremacy of the ftate in regulating and
proteting the navigation and commesce of
all her {ubjelts, 1s neceffary for the mutual
benefit and prefervation of every part, to
conftitute. and preferve the profperous ar-
ranicernent of the whole empire.—The {ound
parts of America, of which I have {poken,
muft be fenflible of thefe great truths, and
of thetr real iaterefts. America Is not In
that ftate of defperzte and contemptible re-
bellion which this country has been deluded
to believe.——1It 1s not a wild and lawlefs
banditti, who, having nothing to lofe, might
hope to fnatch fomething from public con-
vulfions.—Many of their leaders and great
men have a great ftake in this great con-
teft ;,—The Gentleman who commands- their

armics,
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srmies, 1 am told, has an eftite of 4, b
0004, a year ;~—and, when I confider thefe
things, I cannot but lament the incoufide-
rate violence of our.penal acts, our declara-
tions of treafon and rebellion, with all the
fatal efe&s of attainder and confifcation.

As to the difpofition of foreign powers,
which is afferted to be pacific and frieadly,
let us judge, my Lords, rather by their acti-
ons and the nature of things, than by inte-
refted affertions.——The unitorm affiftance fup-
plied to America by France fuggelts a differ-
ent conclufion.—The moft important intereits
of France in aggrandizing and enriching her-
felf with what fhe moft wants, fupplies of
every naval ftore from America, mutt infpire
her with different fentiments :---The extraor-
dinary preparations of the Houfe of Bourben
by land, and by fea from Dunkirk to the
Straits, equally ready and willing to over-
whelm thefe defencelefs iflands, {hould roufe
us to a fenfe of their real difpofition, and
our own danger..—Not §000 troops in Eng-
land! Hardly 3000 -in -Ireland !—what can
we oppole to the combined force of our ener
mies ?~Scarcely 20 fhips of the line, fully
or fufficiently manned, that any Admiral’s

reputation would permit him to take the
com-
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command of :—the river of Lifbon in poffeffi-
on of our enemies !—the feas fwept by Ame-
rican privateers—our own channel torn to
pieces by them !—In this complicated cnifis
of danger—weaknefs at home and calamity
abroad,—terrified and infulted . by the neigh-
bouring powers,—unable to alt in America,
or ating only to be deftroyed ;«---Where is
the man <with the Forebead to promie or to
hope fuccefs in {uch a fituation, or irom per-
{feverance in the meafures that have driven
us to it >—Who has the Forebead to do fo?
Where is that man ? I fhould be glad to {fee

his face.

You cannot conciliate America by your
prefent meafures :—You cannot fubdue her by
vour prefent, or by- any. meafures---- What
then can you do? You cannot conquer,—
you cannot gain,—But you'can Addrefs: You
can lull the fears and anxieties of »the’ mo-
ment into -an ignorance of the danger that
thould produce them : ---- .But, my. Lords,
the time demands the language of Truth.—
We mutt not now - ¢ apply the flattering
un&ion” of fervile compliance or.blind com-
plaifance.----- In a juft. or neceflary war, to
maintain - the rights or honour of my coun-

try, 1 would ﬁrlp the fhirts from my back
to
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to fupport it: But in fuch a war as this,
unjuft in it’s principle, impracticable in its
means, and ruinous in 1it’s confequences, k
would not contribute a fingle effort, nor a
fingle fhilling.—1I do not call for vengeance on
the heads of thofe who have been guilty---I
anly recommend to them to make their re-
treat.----Let them walk off. And let them
make hafte, or they may be affured that
{peedy and condign punifhment will overtake
them.

My Lords, I have {ubmitted to you with
the freedom and truth which I think my du-
ty, my fentiments on your prefent awful fitu-
atton.----1 have laid before you the ruin of
your power, the difgrace of your reputation,
the pollution of your difcipline, the conta-
mination of your morals, the complication
of calamities, foreien and domeftic, thar
overwhelm your finking country.----- Your
deareft interefts your own liberties, the con-
{titution itfelf—totters to the foundation.---
All this difgraceful danger, the multitude of
mifery ; is the monftrous offspring of this
unnatural war. We have been dececived and
deluded too long.—But let us now ftop fhort.
~—This 1s the crifis,—may be the only crifis

of time and fituation to give us a poflibility
C of
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of clcane from the fatal effelts of our delu-
fions.-——But if 1n an obflinate and infatuated
perfeverance 1n folly, we meanly echo back
the peremptory words this day prefcribed to
us, nothing can fave this devoted country
trom complete and final ruin.—We madly
rufh into multiplied miteries ;--and ¢ Con-
tufion worie confounded”—Is 1t poffible—can
1t be believed, that Minifters are yet blind
to this 1mpending deftruction ? I did hope,
thar inftead of this falfe and empty vanity,

L

—this overweening pride, ““ engendering high
concetts,” and prefumpruous imaginations,—
that Miniflers would have humbled them-
fclves 1 their errors,——would have conieffed
and retrated them; and, by an ative though
a late repentance, have endeavoured to re-
deem them.-—But, my L.ords, fince they had
neither fagacity to forefee, nor juftice nor
humanity to thun thefe oppreflive calama-
tics;  fince not even fevere experience can
make them feel, nor the tmminent ruin of
their country awaken them from their ftu-
pefadtion,-~the guardian care of parliament
iyl interpofe.~—1 thall theretore, my Lords,
propofe to you an amendment to the Ad-
drefs to his Majelty ; to be inferted immedi-
ately after the two firft paragraphs of con-
oratulation on the birth of a Princefs,—to

recom-
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recommend an mmmediate ceflation of hofii-
uties, and the commencement of a treary
to reftore peace and hiberty to America,
trength and happineis to England, fecurity
rnd permanent profperity to both countrics.
This, my Lords, 1s yet m our powei; and
lee not the wildom and juftice of your T.ord-
thips neglect the happy, and perhaps the
only opportunity—By the eftablilhinent of
irrevocable laws, founded on mutml 1,
.md alcertamed by treaty, thefe glorous en-
joymenss may be firmly p***pgtu ated.- -And,
let me repeat to your Lordihips, that the
ftrong bias of America, at lcalt of the wiic
and founder parts of 1t, naturally incline-
to this happy and conftitutional re-.on-
nection with you,----- Notw.thitanding  tie
temporary mtrigues with Irance, we MENLY
{till be affured of their ancient and confirm-
ed partiality to us. America and France
cannot be congenial.----There is fomething
decifive and confirmed in the honeft Amer:-
can, that will not affimilate to the futilizy
and levity of Frenchmen.----My Lords,
encourage and conhrm that innate inclina-
tion to this country, founded on cvery prin-
ciple of affetion as well as confideracion
of intereft,---to reftore that {avourable dii-
pofition into a permanent ard powcitul re-

C 2 SEAET)
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union with this country ;----to revive the
mutual ftrength of the empire ;---again to
swe the Houfe of Bourbon, inftead of mean-
ly truckling, as our prefent calamities com-
pel us, to every infult of French caprice
and Spanifh punétilio;---to re-eftablifh our
commerce, to re-affert our rights and our
honour,----to confirm our interefts and re-
new our glories for ever ;----a confummati-
on mofit devoutly to be endeavoured, and
which I truft may vet arife from reconci-
Liatton with America ;---] have the honour
ot fubmitting to you the following Amend-
maent, whi¢ch I move to be inferted after

the two firftparagraphs of the Addrefs.”---

‘“ And that this Houfe does moft
‘““ humbly advife and {fupplicate s
‘“ Majefty, to be pleafed to cauie the
‘- moft fpeedy and effe€tual meafures
““ to be taken for reftoring peace In
‘“ America, and that no tjme may be
“ loft 1n propofing an immediate cef-
« {fation of hoftilities tnere, in order
““ to the opening a treaty for the final
‘“ fettiement ot the tranquility of
f¢ thofe 1nvaluable provinces, by a

i removal of the unhappy caufes of
‘““ thig
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¢¢ this ruinous Civil War, and by a
« juft and adequate fecurity againft
«« the return of the hike calamities in
«« times to come.-----And this Houfe
«« defire to offer the moft dutiful affu-
« rances to his Majefty, that they
« will in due time, chearfully co-ope-
‘< rgffé with the magnanimity and ten-
« der goodnefs of his Majefty for the
< prefervation of his people, by fuch
‘“ explicit and moft folemn declara-
“ tions and provifions of fundamen-
¢« tal and irrevocable laws as may be
‘“ judged neceffary for afcertaining,
‘“ and fixing for ever, .the refpeltive
 rights of Great Britain and her
“ Colonies.”

Lord Chatham was {upported in his pro-

poied amendment, by Lord Abingdon, Lord
Shelburne, the Duke of Grafton, Lord Cam-
den, the Duke of Richmond, Lord Eﬂino'-
ham, and the Bifhop of Peterborough.

Lord Abingdon was fhort and f{pirited,
but {carcely audible.

L.ord
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i.ord Shelburne, as wfual, placed vhe fuls-
welt on a great fcale, and difcuffed it in a
very ample and comprehenf{ive manner.

lie Duke of Grafton_ fpoke long, and
-vxth much earneftnefs, prdervmcr at the fame
time what generally charaterizes this Noble-
man’s. {peaking, a decent and chaftifed {tvie
of dignity. |
Lord Camden was argumentative, fincere
and amimated. In addltlon to an underﬁand-
tng eminently acute, a perfect readinefs both
of language and argument, and the found-
eft learning, this able {peaker pofleffes the
moft alluring fincerity of manner---His hear-
ers are not only convinced by his argument,
they are perfuaded by his opinion.

The Duke of Richmond was a pewerful
affiftant to the noble mover of the amend-
ment. His Grace always makes himfelf
mafter of fome ufeful’ decifive faéts, which
he delivers and fupports, with a plain man-
iy firmnefs, and with equal {pirit detelts and
cxpofes the mifreprefentations of his oppo-
nents.

The
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The Bifhop of Peterborough pronounced
a fhort and pithy opinion on the queftion;
cloathed in language uniting qualities rarely
found together ; it was both nervous and
clegant. This Reverend Speaker 1s richly
oifted by nature for public debate,----with a
ftrong underftanding, a commanding voice,
an awful afpet, and on the whole a wve-
nerable folemnity of manner :----He antici-
pates the concurrence, by enforcing the rei-
pett of his audience. His Ipeeches are al-
ways fhort, polifhed and pointed.---Power-
ful weapons 1n his able management: and
generally fuccefsful, if not to fubdue the un-

derftanding, to reach the heart.

Lord Effingham is fo familiar and ‘qon--
verfational 1n  his manper and appearance,
that he 1s in much danger of falling into
the extreme of familiarity, againft which,
old Polonius cautions Lacrtes.

Lord Sandwich, Lord Weymouth, Lord
Suffolk, Lord Ofborne, (late Marquis of
Carmarthen) Lord C.: ver, and Lord Town-
fhend fupported the original Addrefs againft
the Amendmen:.

{ord
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Lord Sandwich entered very minutely
into the detatl of the navy, 1 retutat-
on of Lord Chatham’s alarming ftate of
it’s weaknefs. His Lordfthip of the Admi-
ralty 1s a circumnftantial matter-of-fact {peak-
er; with, now and then, a little feafoning
of not the moft elegant humour. With no-
thing of dignity, grace, or eloquence, and
with little argument, he 1s notwithftanding
an ufeful auxilhiary. For, the confidence, or
as he {faid himfelt, borrowirig Lord Chatham’s

phrafe, which he {aid be was not afbamed of,
the < Forebead” with which he afferts his

facte, and the nmportance he affumes from
his official fituation, create to him a fort of
credit, which (if 1t were not Scand. Magn.
to infinuate) nerther his talents nor his inte-

grity deferve.

Lord Weymouth expat’dted on the quefti-
on with confiderable ability; and if not en-
tirely with the dignity of a Nobleman or the

decifion of a Secretary of State, yet he al-
ways acquits himfelf with the liberality of 4

gentleman, and the fkill of an able debater.

Lord Suffolk {poke with mueh ferioufnefs,

and' not without fome real importance both
10
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in manner and i matter, which if he diui
not ftraid and endeavour to fwell beyond it’s

natural fize, would have more weight and
cffect. His pertods are dulled and encum-

bered by a monotonous pompofity, and his
feelings feem to have as hietle vartety : yer,
from a choice of language {ufficiently clafli-
¢al, and an adequate knowledge of thofe

parts of the fubject he adverts to, recom-
rhended by the neceflary officlal confequences
of Secretary of State, he never {peaks with-
out attention, and a confiderable fhare of

refpett,

Lord Ofborne is a {pirited; manly and
genteel young Nobleman.

Lord Gower did not on this occafion go
deeply into the {ubject of debate, though
he often does, and with a refpeétable fhare

of information and abilities.—It may be faid
that this Nobleman does not forfeit in the
great council of the nation that rank which
he {eems to fill with dignity as Lord Prefi-
dent of a {maller one---comparatively at leaft
with the courtly ipeakers that have been

mentioned,

D o prord
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"Lord Townfhend faid little, and in his
1fual manner.---He 15,---the dire& reverfe of
hisx brother Charles.

SO
RO

B
%

THE debate hinged principally on the
leading points prefled by ILord Chatham,
the impracticability of the war ;——the danger,
or rather the imminent ruin to the com-
merce, the naval power, the llbertles, the
éxiftence of this country, from purfuing it ;
our domeftic weaknefs inviting the natural
enmity of foreign ftates, &c. &c.—Befides
thefe topics, his Lordfhip’s fupporters enter-
ed into fome large difcuffions to repel the
arguments of their opponents, For 1t was
contended on the other fide, that indepen-
dency had been always the determined, and
was now the avowed objeét of America : to
{fupprefs which, and to re-conneft her to
this country, nothing but a {pirited profe-
cution of the war could avail ;——that the
ftrength of this country had been much mif-
reprefented for that inftead of 20 only as

had been afferted, we had now 35 fhips of
the
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the line compleatly manned, or within 2 er
jooo men of being fo: that feven fhips
were in commitffion, and could have their
full complement in a fortnight or three
weeks ; that neither our channel nor the port
of Lifbon was in poffeffion of our enemies,
for our men of war fafely defended the one,
and we had now a feventy-four gun fthip at
the other---that foreign powers were not fu
inimical as was pretended, for that France
had given up the two Weft-India fhips,
American prizes, that had been required:
but that though they were as hoftile as the
factious enemies of this country could argue
or could with, we had a naval force fuperi-
or to the united powers of the Houfe of
Bourbon, and a force that an Admiral of
the higheft reputation, particularly acknow-
ledged to be fo by the opponents of govern-
ment, (Admiral Keppel) would not be a-
fhamed, as had been afferted, but was ready,
to take the command of ;---That the.taking
foreign troops into our pay, was the molt
expedient refource in this, as in former wars;
+--that it was in fa&t cheaper and much, bet-
ter for the country than recruiting at home
fsom our labourers and manufa&urers ; and
as to the employment of the Indians ;----
Lord Suffolk faid, ¢ Itwas a meafure neceffa-

D2 ry
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ry in fa&, and allowable in principle; for
that, firft the Americans endeavoured to ob-
tain their affiftance ; and would have gained
them if we had not; and next, it was per-
fetly juftifiable to ufe every means that God
and Nature put into our hands.”

Lord CHATHAM.

«« I am aftonifhed,---ihocked---to hear
fuch principles confefled---to hear them a-
vowed in this houle, ¢r in this country ;---
Principles, equally unconftitutional, inhu-
man, and unchriftian.----- My Lords, I did
not intend to have e¢ncroached again on your
attention :---but I cannot reprefs my 1indig-
nation :-+-I feel myfelf 1impelled by every du-
ty ;----My Lords, we are called upon as
rpembers of this houfe, as men, as chrifiian
men, to proteft againft fuch notions ftanding
near the throne,------ polluting the ear of
Majefty | ¢ That God and Nature put into
our hands” ! I know not what ideas that
Tord may entertain of God and Nature ;
but I know that fuch abominable principles
are e¢qually abhorrent to religion and huma-
nity.----What ! to attribute the facred fancti-
on of God and Nature, to the maflacres of
the Indian fcalping-knife !—to the Cannibal
Savage, torturing, murdering, roating, and
eating—
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eating——Iliterally, my Lords, eating the
mangled victims of his barbarous battles. !—
Such horrible notions fhock every precept
of religion divine or natural ; and every ge-
nerous feeling of humanity ;---and, my Lerds,
they fhock every {fentiment of honour;
they fhock me as a lover of honourable war,

and a detefter of murderous barbarity.—
Thefe abominable principles, and this more
abominable and fhamelefs avowal of them,
demand the moft decifive 1ndignation.—1
call upon that Right Reverend Bench, thofe
holy -Minifters of the Golpel, and pious palf-
tors of our Church—I conjure them to join
in the holy work, and vindicate the religion
~of theirr God: I appeal to the wildom
and the law of this learned Bench, to defend
or fupport the juftice of their country :—1I
call upon the Bifhops to interpofe the unful-
lied fanétity of their lawns,---upon the Re-
verend Judges to interpofe the purity of their
ermine—to f{ave us from this pollution :—1I
call upon the honor of your Lordfhips to reve-
rence the dignity of your anceftors, and to main-
tain your-own:—I call upon the ipirit and hu-
manity of my country, to vindicate the nation-
al charalter:---1nvoke the genius of the conflstuti-

en!--From the tapeftry that adorns thefe walls,
the
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¢the 1mmortal anceftor of this noble Lord, ®
frowns with indignation at the difgraces of his
country.--In vain he led your viétorious fleets
againft the bhoafted Armadas of Spain—In
vain he delended and eftablifhed the honour,
the liberties, the religion, the Proteflant Re-
éigion, ot this country, againft the arbitrary
cruelties of Popery and the Inquifition ;—If
thefe more than popith cruelties and inquifiti-
onal prattices are let Joofe among us,—to
turn forth into our fettlements, among our
ancient connections friends and relations,—
the mercilefs cannibal thirfting for the blood
of man, woman, or child!—to fend forth the
nfidel favage--againfk whom? againft your pro-
teftant brethren.—To lay wafte their country,
to defolate their dwellings and extirpate their
race and name, with thefe horrible hell-hounds
of {avage war! Hell-bounds--1 {ay, of {avage war.
~Spain armed herfelf with blood-hounds ta
extirpate the wretched natives of America.—
And we improve on the inhuman example
cven of Spanith cruelty.—We turn loofe thefe
tavage hell-hounds againft our brethren and
countrymen in America; of the {fame lan-

5U4ZCy

* The Houfe cf Lords is adorned with tapeftry hangings,
reprefentmy the deftrution ot the Spanith Armada in 1452
by the navy of England, commanded by Charles Lord
Howard .ot Efhngham, Lord High Admiral of England,

whofe fi_vire 35 at tull length) ancefter to the prefent Earl of
Lhinghan.
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guage, laws, liberties, and religion ;—ens
deared to us by every tie that fheuld fenétify
humanity «

My Lords, this aweful fubje&, fo impot-
tant to our honour, our conftitution and our
religion, demands the moft folemn and ef- .

fectual emquiry: and I again call upon your
Lordﬂups and the united powers of the ftate,

to examine it thoroughly and decifively; and
to ftamp upoti it an indelible ftigma of the

public abhorrence. And 1 again implore
thofe holy Prelates of our religon to do away

thefe iniquities from amongft us :—let them
perform a luftration—let them purify this
houfe and this country from this {in.

My Lords, I am old and weak ;—and at
prefent unable to {fay more; but my feelings
and my indignation were too {trong to have
faid lefs. I could not have fiept this night in
my bed, nor repofed my head upon my pil-
low, without giving this vent to my eternal
abhorrence of {uch prepofterous and g¢normous

principles.



