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226 INGERSOLL ANSWERED

Christian countries? In the heathen home of In-
dia, female children are unwelcome, and the father
considers himself insulted if congratulated on the
birth of a girl. Many of these are disposed of by
murder, and those permitted to live are married in
their babyhood, and kept in illiteracy. Where the
Bible has not gone, there are whole tribes which
have no marriage ceremony, while there are others
having only a semblance of one. Polygamy pre-
vails, and sometimes that which is worse—a plu-
rality of husbands. In Thibet wives are pawned
and loaned, and in China hired to other men.

The funeral of an African chief is thus described
by the traveler, Commander Cameron, as taking
place in Urua, in the centre of the Dark Continent :
¢« The first proceeding is to divert the course of a
stream, and in its bed to dig an enormous pit, the
bottom of which is then covered with living women/
At one end a woman is placed on her hands and
knees, and upon her back the dead chief; covered
with beads and other treasures, is seated, being
supported on either side by one of his wives, while
his second wife sits at his feet. The earth is then
shoveled in on them, and all the women are buried
alive, with the exception of the second wife. To
her custom is more merciful than to her compan-
ions, and grants the privilege of being killed before
the huge grave is filled in. This being completed,
a number of male slaves, sometimes forty or fifty,
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are slaughtered, and their blood poured over the
grave, after which the river is allowed to resume
its course.”

Would the infidel, who enjoys his “civilized
home” within the influence of the Bible, wish to
dwell and rear his children among the wild Afri-
can tribes, many of whom live almost in a state of

* nudity? In these nations women hold a very in-

ferior position. They arelooked upon as butlittle if
any better than cattle, and like them, liable to be
bought and sold. In some localities, where the
husbands and wives go out to work, they go by
different routes. The wives carry the burdens,
and they build the houses in which husbands and
wives dwell.

There are some exceptions, as in the case of the
daughter of the chief, but the rule is hard labor
for the women. The man may have as many wives
as he can support. The ordinary man generally
has one, while the richer a man is the more wives
he possesses. They abandon the care of the use-
less and aged, and sometimes kill these worn-out
people. The Bechuanas have little regard for hu-
man life, especially that of a woman, and the hus-
band may kill his wife if he likes without any par-
ticular notice being taken of it. Life is freely sac-
rificed among too many of these tribes. Instance
the three great nations of Western Africa, the
Egbas, Ashantis and Dahomins.
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The wives in Congo are tolerably well off, except that they are:
geverely beaten with the heavy hippopotamus hide whi . The
women do not resent this treatment, and indeed, unless a woman.
is soundly flogged occasionally, she thinks that her husband is
‘neglecting her, and feels offended accordingly. The King has
the power of taking any woman for his wife, whether married or
not, and when she goes to the royal harem, her husband is judi-
ciously executed.— Uncivilized Races of the World, vol. 1, page 616..

In Ashantis the King is restricted in the number of his wives.
But as the prohibition fixes the magic number of three thousand
three hundred and thirty-three, he has not much to complain of
with regard to the stringency of the law.—Ibid, page 556.

Has “ the condition of woman improved ” in any
region that has been destitute of the Bible? Are
there not “monarchs” who hold “in less esteem
the rights of wives and mothers than the Jehovah
of the Jews? " Nothing but the Gospel of Christ
wiil ever overturn heathen idols and abolish their
cruel rites and ceremonies.

Tn The Ghosts and Other Lectures, (pages 103
108,) Ingersoll ridicules the scriptural account of
the creation of man and woman, after which he
gives the Hindoo account to show that woman is
the equal of the man. He asks concerning the
latter :

Honor bright ; is not that the better and grander story ?—
Page 07.

And yet in Brahminical writings we read :

A woman is never fit for independence. ‘Women have no bus-
iness with thie text of the Veda. * * Sinful women must be as
_ foul as falsehood itself. This is a fixed law.
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Do we find any such debasing sentiment in the
Christian Bible ?

Ingersoll says this heathen Bible “was written
about four thousand years before the other.” (The
Ghosts, page 104.) That is, before the Christian
Bible. If Brahma had “four thousand years” the
start with his teachings, surely Hindoo women
ought to be far above American ladies, while every
intelligent infidel knows they fall infinitely below
them. The exalted privileges woman enjoys in
civilized lands is due to the influence of the Bible,
and Ingersoll’s statement that “the condition of
woman has improved just in proportion as man
has lost confidence in the inspiration of the Bible,”
is an insult to, and ought to rouse the indignation
of every pure woman on the face of the earth.

“If we wish to find what the Bible thinks of wom-
an,” (and how Ingersoll misrepresents it,) “all that
18 necessary to do is to read it,” and mark the effect
of its teachings.

“Brain” fails to humanize man, but the Gospel
never. As soon as it begins to take root in any
land, that moment the elevation of “woman” as
well as man commences. |

THE ENTRANCE OF THY WORDS GIVETH LIGHT,
Psalm cxix., 130.
INGERSOLL.

According to the Old Testament, woman had to ask pardon.and
had to be purified, for the crime of having born sens and daugh-



R U

230 INGERSOLL ANSWERED

ters, If in this world there is a figure of pirfect purity, it is a
mother holding in her thrilled and happy arms her child.—T he
Christian Religion, page 58.

Read the twelfth chapter of Leviticus, and you will see that
when a woman became the mother of a boy she was so unclean
that she was not allowed to touch a hallowed thing, nor to enter
the sanctuary for torty days. If the babe was a “girl, then the
mother was unfit for eighty days, to enter the house of God or to
touch the sacred tongs and snutfers.—Some Mistakes of Moses,
page 130.

BIBLE.

If & woman have conceived seed, and borne a man child : then
she shall be unclean seven days according to the days of the sep-
aration for her infirmity shall she be unclean. And in the eighth
day the flesh of his foreskin shall be circumecised. And sho shall
then continue in the blood of her purifying three-and-thirty days :
she shall touch no hallowed thing, nor come into the sanctuary,
until the days of her purifying be fulfilled. But if she bear a
maid child, then she shall be unclean two weeks as in her separ-
ation : and she shall continue in the blood of her purifying three-
score and six days. And when the days of her purifying are ful-
filled, for a son or for a daughter, she shall bring a lamb of the
first year for a burnt offering, and a young pigeon, or a turtle-
dove, for a sin offering, unto the door of the tabernacle of the
congregation, unto the priest, who shall offer it before the Lord,
and make an atonement for her ; and she shall be. cleansed from
the issue of her blood.— Lev. ®ii., 2-7.

And God blessed Noah and his sons, and said unto them, Be
fruitful and multiply, and replenish the earth.—@en. ix., 1.

Tnstead of the Bible stating that a “woman had
to ask pardon for the crime” of having borne sons
and daughters, God commanded the people to
“replenish the earth” and it was considered a re-
proach (Gen. xxx., 23; Luke i., 25, etc.,) for a

FROM THE BIBLE. 231

married woman not to bear a child. A man ought

to “ask pardon” for such a slander on the Sacred
Word. '

The law to which Ingersoll refers was the cere-
monial law. The offering was an acknowledgment
of a sinful nature, for which Christ offered himself,
and the offerings brought were typical of the
atonement of Christ, in which there was power to
cleanse the sinful nature.

The reason why the duration of the mother’s uncleanness is
twice as long at a girl's birth as at a boy’s would appear to be
that the uncleanness attached to the child as well as to the moth-
er, but as the boy was placed in a state of ceremonial purity at
once by the act of circumeision, which took place on the eighth
day, he thereupon ceased to be unclean,and the mother’s unclean-
ness alone remained, whereas in the case of a girl, both mother
and child were unclean during the period that the former was in
the blood of her purifying, and therefore that period had to be
doubly long. —The Pulpit Commentary.

In regard to the offering she was to bring:

Two things are noticeable here, first that the burnt offering,
gymbole#ing self-devotion, is far more costly and important than
the sin offering, which had not to be offered for any individual
personal sin, but only for human sin, which had been indirectly
manifested in his bodily condition (Keil), and secondly, that in
this ons case the sin offering appears to succeed the burnt offer-
ing instead of preceding it. No doubt the changed order is owing
to the cause just mentioned, the idea of sin, though it may not
be altogether put aside (Gen. iii., 16) is not to be prominent, as
though it were peculiar to the special woman purified.—Ibid.

Again it i8 a great disturbance of the system to
have a child. Sound prudence dictated that the
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woman should remain undisturbed until every
part came to its proper place. If women to-day
would remain in a state of “purification” after

* child-birth for a longer period than multitudes do,

many a mother’s life would be prolonged. The
Jewish laws, as much as infidels ridicule them,
looked after the sanitary condition of the people
as do the laws of civilized countries of modern
times. ' ' E

INGERSOLL.

Women have been the slaves of slaves, and in my judgment it
took millions of ages for & woman to come from the condition of
abject slavery up to the institution of marriage.— The Ghosts and
Other Lectures, page 100.

Certainly ! even though she “evolved ” from the
“ fairest ape ! ” and if under “evolution” she pro-
gresses so slowly, it will take “millions of -ages”
more for woman to reach her proper sphere in
heathen lands without the aid of the Bible.

LXT.
‘WORLD.

INGERSOLL AGAINST HIMSELF.

There is no world, no star, no heaven, no hell in which grati-

* tude is not & virtue.—T he Christian Religion, page 196.

One world at & time is my doctrine.— What Must We Do to be
Saved, page 87.

FROM THE BIBLE. 233

Love and virtue are the same the whole world round and jus-
tice is the same in every star.—Some Mistakes of Moses, page 257.

About this world little is known—about another world, no-
thing —The Ghosts and Other Lectures, page 139.

If “one world at a time is his doctrine,” and
“gbout another world nothing is known,” why at-
tempt to tell us the state of things in the “stars,”
in “heaven,” orgin “hell?”

LXIL

« Way Do You Nor Respoxp ?”’

INGERSOLL.

Question. Why do you not respond to the occasional clergyman
who replies to your lectures ?

Answer. In the first place, no clergyman has ever replied to my
lectures. In the second place, no clergyman ever will reply to
my lectures. He does not answer my arguments—he attacks me ;
and the replies that I have seen are not worth answering. They
are far below the dignity of the question under discussion.—In-
gersoll Catechised, page 8.

Is it “ below the dignity of the question” to re-
prove a man for misrepresentation ?

Is it not “ below the dignity” of even an infidel
to “contradict ” himself so many times ?

Are not these questions “worth answering ? ”

INGERSOLL.
£

You see I am not trying to answer individual ministers. I am
attacking the whole body of superstition. I am trying to kill the
entire dog, and I do not feel like wasting any time killing fleas on
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that 'dog. When the dog dies, the fleas will be out of provisions,
and in that way we shall answer them all at once.—Ingersoll Cate-
chised, page 9.

Did truth ever “die” because it was “attacked
by falsehood ?

¢ Truth crushed to earth will rise again,
The eternal years of God are hers ;
‘Whilst error, wounded, writhes in pain
And dies amid her worqhippers.”

The “dog” is still alive, and well—not a scratch
on him. He has lived longer now than many
other “dogs” who barked much louder than he,
and he will live forever. Ingersoll complains that
we attack him instead of his arguments. Do we
attack him because we riddle his assertions ? In-
gersoll may be a very congenial man, kind in his
family and honest so far as dollars and cents are
concernad ; but we are obliged to trace his state-
ments in reference to the Bible to one of two
sources : ignorance, or intentional misrepresenta-
tion. If made in ignorance, would it not be ad-
visable to cease lecturing and writing against the
Bible until better acquainted with its contents ?
If made designing to deceive, he is guilty of base
falsification, and is unworthy of the confidence of
the public. Should a man make as many misrep-
resentations concerning any other book or fact,
his testimony would not be credited.
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LXIII.
CONCLUSION.

Christianity and Infidelity cannot both be true.
Suppose as Christians we should realize at last.
that we ‘are mistaken. Then if Ingersollism 1is
true, we are as safe as Infidels are. But suppose
Ingersollism is false, and the Bible is what it
claims to be, what, then, will be the destiny of the
unbeliever? Granting for a moment the possibil-
ity of the falsity of Revealed Religion, is it not

" better to err on the safe side? Is there any

“crime” in worshipping God ? Isit a sin to in-
voke his blessing upon our heads? Would the
Infidel prevent the Christian plucking flowers on
the hillsides of Revelation lest they should at
some time wither in his hand? But why reason
thus, since it has been settled ages since that un-
belief leads to destruction, and faith in Christ to.
Life Eternal ?

INGERSOLL.

Qver the vast plain called life we are all travelers, and not one trav-
eler is perfectly certain that he is going in the right direction.— The
GQods, (Individuality,) page 177.

Does he not here again undermine himself ?
Would he have us leave what he considers an or-
thodox uncertainty for an Infidel uncertainty ? Is
‘one uncertainty any better than another uncer-
tainty ? If he is not “perfectly certain he is going
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in the right direction,” would he have us go with
him on an unknown road ? Would he have us
abandon the “we know” of the Bible for his “I
don’t know” of Atheism? As soon ask one who
has been drinking at a crystal stream to turn from

it and slake his thirst from some stagnant pool.

Ingersoll often saws off the limb on which he is
sitting under pretense of pruning the tree. He
repeatedly destroys the foundation of his own
philosophy, and then desires Christian people to
come over and sit down with him amid the deso-
late ruins. In the language of Nehemiah, let
every true believer reply:

I am Doing a Great Work, So that I Cannot

Come Down.
Nehemiah vt . 3.
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