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INTRODUCTION 
o 

• 

TO THE' 
• • 

IR OF TUB LD'B' 0) THE !i,EV. ELI1AH P. 
• . 'r . 

LOVEJOY, Jtl)ERED IN THB DE.I'Elli OP THE LIB-
• • • 

BllTY OF THE PRESS AT ALTO~, IN THB· STA.TE 

OF ILLINOIS, ON THE 7TH NOVEKBER, 1837. -' 

IN the 

. , .... 
• 

nanatives of the Founder of the 
Christian religion, and of hls primitive disciples, there is 
an internal evidence of truth, not less conclusive than 

• • 

that of the rnit'8cles which they perfouned. Tho_ JIlin!;. . 
o • 

cles were the evidence necessary to prove the authen...· 
, 

ticity of his mission to his cotemporaJies, to whom he 
WAS accredited, to whom he revealed the hidden mys'" 

• • 0 

tery of their own inunouality, and ~ w.hom he proclaimed . 
the la W8 of~eir. own nature, the 0 ob-~gntion8 of mutual 
benevolence and charity ~. " love upon" . " life here .. 

• • 

after, W-6re the everlasting pillars of his .. m of reli .. 
• • • 

gion and, of _ . So congenial to the nahlt~· of nwn 
• 

are this precep~ and this promisA, that on presenting 
• 

tIi~min their simplicity to the mind, it would seem >as if 
•• 

they must m~et the universal acquiescenceal1d a~sent 
~ . ~, 

of every intelligent human being. - But before' the pre .. 
• 

cept of brotherly love, as the universal law of human 
kind, ca.rried out. to its logical~onelusion8, empues and 
kingdoms, princi -ties and powers, War and Slavery, 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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,-
• 

pIes to render to Cresar the things that were Ctesar'St, 
. -

and he paid for his' own person the tribute to Rome. 

Yet no sooner was his system of morals disclosed 

the Scribes and Phai isees, the Priests and the Rulers 

of the Synagogue, discovered in it the inevitable down';' 
fall of the Levitical Law. They accordingly seized, 

condemned, and executed him as a. malefactor. 

That the religion of the Roman empire was also to be 

extelDlinated by this kingdomofHeaven~ the denomination 

given by the Saviour to his new system of doctrines, 
" 

was not so soon discovered, but could not long bo can .. 

cealed. The ignominious" death of the teacher was in 

the ways of Providence, the most effective means of 
spreading abroad his faith. The apostles, to w.hom he 

had left the charge of preaching the gospello all nations, 

encountered wherever they went, the persecution of the 

multitude, and of their rulera, and as the Baptist's head 
• 

had fallen at the mandate of a king to satiate tho ven-

geance of a rebuked adulteress, his accomplice Stephen 

became the.:victim of a lawless rabble, for proclaiming to 
• 

them the doctrines of universal love and eternal life. 
~ 

• 

In those doctrines, however, there was a principle of 

vitality, destined to survive all persecution, and ~o tri
umph over all human power. The moral precepts of 

• 

the Levitical La.w, purified and refined, shone with un-
, 

dying lustre in the new ~pensation .. " ·its rites and cere", 

monies, its Priests and Levites, its sacrifices of blood, its ~-":' 
• 

visions, and its dreams, gave way to a simple' and" spi-

ritual fonn of worship, the' working of miracles t no longer 

necessary for the authentication of faith, was withdrawn 
1-

" 

" 

• , 
• 

, , 

• 
• • 
~ ,} , ." 
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sions) aided by all the physical and all the intellectual 

powers of man.. The physical and intellectual powers 

are indeed instruments adaptf:1ti equally to the use of. 
Christian~t.y and of its adversaries.' It is by the unalter

able and eternal truth of h.:5 principles, that the ultimate 
, 

triumph of the kingdom of Christ must be extended 

tbloughout the habitable earth. 

Its first great victory was over false religions. In the 

, progress of ages, its slow, gradual, and progressive ad .. 

va.ncement has been over tyrannical go.vernments. 'It 

has 'Weaned the human mind from the toleration of gov-
• 

ernments founded only upon conquests, and acting only' 
, 

by arbitrary will and physical force. I t has prompted 
• 

the heart, and armed the hand of the Christian man to 

resist and overthro~ them. It has taught him that the 

duty of obedience to government is founded upon a cove

nant of mutual' respect for thA unalienable natul a1 rights 

of man: and that however this covenant may be violated 
• 

by power, the rights can never be" extinguished, ,and JIlay 

al ways by power be resumed. . 
• 

It is the pride and glory of the confederated North 
• 

'American Rep~blict that in lhe instrument of their first 

association they solemnly declared and proclaimed these 

truths, derived by clear unequivocal deduction, from the 

first principles of the Chr'i3tian faith, to be sel 

and announced them as the first prinoiples both of their 

Union and of their Indepen~ellce. 

The second great victory of the Christian system af 
• 

morals wa.s over oppressive governments ' ,and that vic .. .. 

tory has Dot yet been consummated. The absolute des .. 

, 

, 

, 

• 

• 

• 

. ' 
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10 INTRODUCTION. 

The labours of these two humble, ob~cura, powerless 

Christian philanthropists, first awakened the civiliz~d 
• 

world to the atrocious immorality of Slavery and" the 
• 

slave trade .. Little less than a century has elapsed since 
• 

this struggle of right against oppression commenced, and 

it has resulted in a conventional -agre'9ment--of--all.the

Christian nations) identifying the African slave. trade 

with the crime of piracy. . 

But if the African Slavery be piracy, human reason 

cannot resist, nor can human sophistry refute the con

clusion, that the essence of the crime consists not in the 

tra.de, but in the Slavery. Trade has nothing in itself' 

criminal by the law of nature, or that can be made so by 
any law or compact of nations. It -is one of the natfllal 

rights flowing from the condition of man; from recipro

cal wants and reciprocal good ~m. Tradei' therefore, 

t:an be made criniinal only by the nature of the article in 

which it,is caHied OD. It is the Slavery, alld not the 
purchase and sale, or the transportation of. the sla-ve,. 

• 

which constitutes the iniquity of the African slave trade. 
The moral principle then, which dictated the interdict of 

the African slave trade, pronounced at once the sentence 

of condemnation upon Slavery. 

Sla.very had from an early period been d into 

the colonies of aU the European powers of the westem 

hemisphere. It existed in all the English eolonies, 

though by one of those unaccountable inconsistencies 

which mark the imperfection of all human institutions, 

the mother conntry spumed from her own soil the 

Slavery which she established and supported in her 

• 

• 
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'VHEN the propbet Elijah was taken up beyond the 
, 

gaze of his companions, it was but natm al that the heir 
of his rna.ntle should cherish his memory, and record the 
more important incidents of his life. So would we now 

the ,history of our brother Elijah Parish Lovejoy, 
dear indeed in life, but more beloved in death. 

~n the year 1790, our glandfather, Francis l.1ovejoy, 
removed from Amherst, N. H., to the town of Albion, 
Kennebec County, i\iaine. 'This region was then an 
uncultivated, indeed an almost unbroken wilderness. 

, 

• , 

Only here and there, at great intervals, couId the eye-' 
catch the lonely column of smoke curling up through the· 
thick and rich foliage. With all this extended forest 
before him, in which to choose a home, our ancestor 
selected a. beautiful eastern slope, terminating by the 
shore of a small .Jake, about five miles in circumference. 
Around its shores he set his traps, and over its surface 
dragged his lines. For these were favomite amusement3, 
even at that season when desire fails. He died Octobe'r 

, 

lIth, 1818, aged eighty-thre. ..... 
In the severe labours incident to an early settlement, 

among the dense forests of Maine, Our father, the late 
Rev. Daniel Lovejoy, passed his early years. llis-m~ 
ther was a truly devont woman, whose memory he ever 
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CHAPTER II . 
• 

• 
• 

OUR eldest brother, Elijah Palish Lovejoy, was bom at 
Albiftn, November 9th, 1802, just thirty.five years preri ... 
ous to the day of his burial. Three brothers preceded him 
to the grave; three yetlive and two sisters. In childhood 
Md youth he manifested the elements of charactert 
which were fully developed in the trials of his las' 
years. He was courageous; finn, and persevering. 

en he had once taken a stand, he was sure to 
maintain it to the utmost of his power. Less than four 
years were numbered, when he began to exhibit his 
ruling passion,- . ··an· ardent desire for knowledge. At 
this age he read with fluency. in hios Bible. His, letters 
were all learned, by his own solicitation, from his mo. 
ther. He wuuld take his book, go to her; and ask t.he 
name of a letter, and then retire to his seat·, until he had 
marked its fonn, ando indelibly fixed it in :triB memory'; 
and, then again to his mother for the name of a Iiew let
ter. In the same way, he not· only learned to read, but 
acquired much, and varied knowledge. Throughout his 
youth, the ends of the day saved from the axe, the 
plough, and the scythe, were all employed in the dili .. 
gent use of books. . When the small theologicallibral'Y 

, 

of his father was exbaU8ted~ he had recourse to a public . 
one, of a more v&lwd character, in the- vicinity. The 
stores of' this also by weekly visits, were very soon 
transferred to his own mind. His memory was uncom .. ' 
monly Ietentive. While at the- sa.bba.th school, his 
teacher one day remarked to- the class, that they might. 

2 6 
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'weeks previous to this. His preparatory studies were 
continued at intervals in China Academy; and he entered 
a sophomore,in Waterville College, September, 1823. He 
was assisted in defraying the expenses orhis education by 
one whose gifts are in every department of benevolence, 
the Rev. Dr. Tappan of Augusta.. The writer.pulsui$ed his 
studies preparatory to entering college with his elder 
brother; and he can truly say, he has noL since met 
with a scholar, to whom the ancient authors appeared so 
nearly vernacular. '. 

Occasionally he employed a leisure hour in the w·Iiting 
of poetry. One specimen is given, wlitten ·previous to 
his entering college. With the allowance for youtb, and 
limited ad vantages, which the indulgent will make J it 
may be read with some interest. The Poem is entitled 
" Europe." Having painted some of the revolutions of 
that continent, he now speaks of one to. come still mor& 

• 

overwhelming: 

• 

" BUT Europe's fields were drunk with blood,. 
Drawn from the martyrs of their God ; 

. The sword of vengea.nce long had slept,-:" 
But justice still its vigils kept : 
Heaven guarded with a jealous eye~ 
The day of retribution nigh. 
'Twas come! then fen the awful blow, 
'And Europe drank the cup of wo, 
Till Heaven, appeased, withdrew its hand, 
And mercy saved the 'sinking land .. 
Ba.ck to a state of bondage turjled, . 
Yet Freedom in their bosoms burned ; 
And still they wish, in slavery bound, 
The prize oft sought but never fomltl 
An awful calm has filled theit" sky ; 
Presage of some convulsion nigh ~ 

• • • 

• 

• 

-

, 

• 
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! ] ,from on . .h its fury pours, 

, , 

" .' ~. 

, 

, 

And ocean beats its . abOi es ; " 

Hell's furies urge the figh~ 
Despair, wild lage, and dread • , 

the worst of all the train, 
Swells the red honors of the plain! 
Fierce and more fi~e lhe combat grows, 
And loud 2 E the hosiile blows; . ,-
Like lions rushing for the,PreYli 
Thro' heaps of slain they urge their way, 

, Promiscuous mighty chiefS are killed, 
Rage, death~ and carnage load the field t, 
Ob! tell not half the borrid tale, -~. 
'Twould make the firmest spirit .. 
N ation~ inhumed, unhonoured lie, 
And,dim the warrior's flashing eye! 
Lo! hovering clouds obscure the sight, 
And hide the scene in sable night. ' 
Turn when~ the pJeasing . ,would lead, 
Where F'reP..-dmu claims her dear bought , 
Fell tYlants from their thrones are hurled, 
Justice shall renovate the world ! 
Its even baJ&l1ce hold 'seem e, 
And anarchy shall mle no more : 
No more Oppression's ernel hand: 
BPiead devastation o'er the land; 
No more beneath a. '8 frown 

• 

Virtue ehall cast,her honours down, -
But whiterob'd peace her arms extend,. 

, :"" ~ And . in her temple bend; 
From orient beams to westel'n skies, 
Sweet incense from her ehrin.e elise. 
O'er Nature's face new beauties ~t'ead. 
And skies their softest influence shed ; 

•• • 

No ,breath. 
Sballseatter wide contagious death ; 
The scorching sun its beams restrajn, 
Nor billows the • 

, 

• 

. " • , 
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ht playful zephyrs fan the e 
Sweet odnuru on • 

Heaven \vith its . to • 

And Edea bloom on If 

The following, wri~ten while in college, unless we 
\?ery pal tial judges, contains tic merit~ 

THE Ll'l"'fLE STAR .. 

« I would I were on yonder little start 
That looks so in the sUver sky, 
Removed in space eo Wiy filr, 
That sclUce its rays can meet the guer's eye. 
Yet thete it all bright and 

• 

• 

o could I mouut wbme fancy the way, 
How .BIJ.OO woolrl I down upon tim BUIlt " 

Rest my . upOn his . ray. 
And go where never yet his beams have shone, 

. ht on t1mt. little star and it all my own. 

I'm thed of 2 'tis but csre and . 
Whele misery riots on its . prey; 
Small joy, at leaSt. that I ·find, therein, 
But constant grief and a single ray, 
That points the sow to a more genial day. . 

There is no faith on fflUtb, and truth 1mB fi~ " 
" " 

Ma.n's heart. is steel, unmoved at pity'a tear, 
And justice bas 00 her own altar bled I I 

Love dwells not with ua, in . happier 
It makes its heaven to innocence 80 dear. 

Oh! thel e are moments when the trembling soul 
Feels its own ." seathed, and " and tom. 
And gazes wildly as the howl-

" have I fe.l h " ! why was. I bmn. 
Ii match all . hopeless, and forIOlI! .. 

" 

• 
~ -- - -

, 
" 
,--~~-.-

• 

• 
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REV. E. P. LOVEJOY, " 

And yet I am, there is & spark within,
Time cannot, quench, nor yet eternity; 
A countless space to kindle in,- • 
An emanation the Deity" "'. ' 
And while"He shines it cannot cease to be. 

But how or where ,,'tis doubt and all, 
Or oft times seems so, yet full well I know, 
Thei e' beyond this sublunary ball, 
A land of a heaven of peace and joy, 

• > , 

, 
, 

Whose skies are always bright, whose pleasmes never cloy 
, 

And if to souls released from earth 'tis given, 
To their borne thlo' bright infinity, 
Then yonder sta!' shall be my happy heaven, 
And I will live unknown, for 'I would be 
'l'he lonely helanit of Eternity." 

• , 

• 

He gra,duated, receiving the first honours of hiB class, 
in September, 1826. On that occasion he pronounced 8 

poem, entitled the " InspiratioIis of the Mu!e.t' 

u Wao has not felt, when life's dull was lowt 

When hope had fled, end pleasure waned to wo; , . 
When all withjn, was' t dark, and wild-

• 

On feeling's rujns despair, and smiled " 
And like the shadows by 'the thrown 

-
On chilly waters, taint and C91d it ahone ; 

• 

Who has not the chIn In that stole 
Like tutue o'er the stricken 
When some fair hand the trembling lyre had swept, 
And waked the MtJSe, that lingered thez'6 and slept; 
Her I' her tones 80 sweetly given, 
They taIllike which' brings: 
And, on the cold of the breast, 

with life in· of the 
The ({(aen ~ which never felt 

in grief and. its mis'ry o'er, ' 

, 

• 

• 

, 
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- ! ' '. 
, J 

, 

And os it weeps the 
• 

Hope gilds the with 
Peace oter the thl(jW8 its 
Sure pledge of joy, yet timid from 

away, 

• • 
The piOSpeet, wide and 

• 

'., . . 

ray; 

""hen ' whete the loves appear 1 
< 

o who that has not pl'oodly counted o'er 
Such bolUS enshrined in Mem choicest stoi~, 

, .' 
as the dream of lifu was by, 

They!1 in ' on the eye ; 
And left. their Dunks upon his 

E: in lifets gloomy scroll : 
Gently they in silver notes of .. 
AB,if heav'n stooped to words, of peace. 

So the Muse enchant the yielding heart, 
New hopes, new p1easm~ and new joys' ; 

meek and' mi!u, she comes in tenderness, 
To SOfjtb Ol1r : and Otll cumfOi ts 
And as lo\"e sUliles o'er the bed of deatb, 
Or bends like oope to catch the . breath; 
But u,with all her c ' ont 

She wikes the note that rides upon • 
\Vith hues of tbJOWD; 

And state~y lllie-n that Virtue's self . own, , , 
'Tis then kindles in th' soul 
nee-he;; immoxtal, above cootrol. 

chants her o'er the hero's grave, 
Each arm is and each eow&ld brave; 
And when the • : or the fight; 
Preps,ted to the \"engeallCC of his might, 

, 'Vi Euripides, and Homm', thou, 
, ' 

How oft. sb'ains ha\-"e ' the engty 
.. trom his the 

the C&pti~ be -a again . 
• 

the that Immd he? heart 
, -

~' breath on e ' " 

. , " , ' , 
" ' " 

• 

.. 

• 
• 

• 

.. 

•• 

.. 
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mind, awakened by the 
Starts in a flight which . can ~ 

fcom its and away, 
And bAske and . in da.y ; 

, eatth's dull with tlll its and 
, 

Mounts into and mInes as it = I· 
• 

• 

• 

Oh 1 there ' when the 
and as the view 

In full poetic pride gooo gloriously 
With COOt ubim in concert up the 

ts av'! y planet u it rolls awa.y 
In bold relief into etelnity I· , 

• 

• , 

Joins the full ehoi which' along the 

• 

Among the circles of the ! 

, 

In e'en the and bem ! 
Or vent'loos above the thriee4mhed sky, 
And bends infinity. . . 
In space wbe~ unknown sunbeams sleep, 
Or hidden stat8 their keep ; 
Whose light stilltla time Ur'st beg'an, 
Through the . has shone on man '; 
In those fi.r a' where no 

on the soul ita dark and vap'ry glea.m i 
\\'lm,e . play the air, 

, , 

And hymn their . or belld in holy pray'r ; 
Here can the mind uDI'estrainei1 
O'er beauties such as fancy neve? feigned; 
Or still, bow at th'Etemal sluine, 
Where seraphim with veiled shine! 
Nav lift the cmtl\in from before the tblone, 

w 

• 

• , ..... , ~ 

• 

, 

· , 
, 

• 

.j 
• 

. I 

.. , 

, 

• 

And gl",ze with wondering awe upon the Great Unknown! 
&> once in Eden's ground, that '. scene, 
\Vhere fear was ilot, ror' guilt had not yet been, 
Man sought the temple where . ?tfaker trod, . 
And held communion with his God • 

• 

Surely, if heavnly wisdom e'er designed 
One peerl~' in mercy to rnankind;' . 

• " . 
, 

" . 
, . 

, . 

, 
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IN tb'8 of the yu.r1827"ollt brothel' 
at SL Louis, Mi.saouzi. Be 
ing a school. His at period 
are given i.e. a letter to his parents. 

DuaP 
• 

, 

Your letter of the 27th Deeember, ,has just 
been receh~ed, and . it the moat. welcome 
that the fa mUy 'aU well. I say that I a:m 
home -$ick, but there is no idea on which I so-

-

love to dwell as ' and the honouled parents the 
beloved brothers and aislets, I have left there. 
Fortune has, in the maio t hitheno looked 
u me,. since 1 left borne;'to]lOpafol better, 
things. Still, in all my ~tu$~es one thought has .. 

, 

consoled me, -[ to' B 8. 
. . 

I am in St. Louis) in teaching a sch~l ; 
and the ptospect is, that I have a very profitable 
onc. I ma.y ~ . and I do not SIlUro.- myself 
to be too sanguine of the- future; for the'oftha 
year me to distrust fOlttU'ie, even 
when she Sluiles the I I could saY:t- I 
had lel1uned to contemn alike herfavoUis and her 

I have " I6COVeted my health, it was nev.e:foot-' 
tel' dum at present;· but llook. upon its continuance' , , 

~ as My appetite, recovering . 

• 

from the was such u I never before, in & '. 

;. _ J 

• 

. . 

• 

• 

, 

• 

... 

• • , . 





• 

• 

, 

mil~s. But tho -chain us togetber is 
ed to 8U~&' I do not believe i'. is .. 

aned., and may but divide iL 
as on.e ho better than· yw I 
ad\ise . and aga;", love, honour, and ' your 
palOOts.. Friends like them, need notexpeot to find' 
in this I conclude by' love e 
tion to all., I 

Your' and dutiful SOD, 

ELI} P. LOVEJOY • 

At or 
in. the &C 

-
" 

. da11l the 
"of St. • 

MOTHER . 
• , 

• -

stanzas 

• 

, 
u There is &. fire; tNt ( 

ftIJt be g 'Otre'It.' 
on oatth, 

• 

A IIm.«tho1y .. , 
It to men from 

, 

And it is the , • 

, . 

• 

• 

• 

, -

As when it bluned the chords a1o~ -That-bOre tlJ~-------bOtn-setiphJ8Song--:u,-_u_----- ·. __ u_._ ... .. 

• 

• 

&S the hymn of . de' . -- .' .--

.; . " to when .. all good: 
-m No 

a 

)Iy , 
• 

! 

.' '. 

.' griefs,and Sorrow's tealS! 
-I thee now ae I have seen 

• 

With beside 
didst not know, nor . thou 

The • .. , 
• 

For. then bad eye 
,~ ... ,=,.,).' .• , ."" ..... ,~, ... l. • 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

-· , , 

• 

• 
• 

• 

• 

". 

• 

• • 

• 
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• 

Ah ! life was e. . 
-, 

And time bore pleasure on its wing. 
How buoyant did the minutes move, 
For I was hope a.nd thou love. 

thy ilea I the 
And met at the mm:ning ray ; 
?tIy infant heart was full of 
And everv chord struck • 

" And ~n 8.8 there would betide 
Some little griefs my heArt-to gall, • 

lboretbem to my ~ side, 
And one kind . them till • 

• 

, " 

... 
-o days of ~.' 'and ~aee ! 

Q'ill exchlUlged fur manhood's yeat'S ! 
• 

en mirth that Bpt ang from youthful 
Is .' beneath misfortune's 

• • 

MY·Matt has·since . sadly wUtn, 
While wave on wave has -o'er it 

, 

• 

. .. ' '. , • • 

, 

• 

• • ,r ". 
• •• · <., · . .-, 

: . all and 
. ' 

• 
though they ne'er had 

• 

• y 

• 

, 

• 

-. • • · -
• 

• 

---'-- -~~ 

• • 

• • 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
• 

, 
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• 

• 

And Hope that· and 
E'en hope has lent s . its . ; 

.' despoiled ll-ithin my .. 
A timid, t()rturing, gu~ ! . 
I due not . upon the pas4 .. 
I: not for the 
Yet o'er this darimem of'the 

oonres one·, 
wau1lt and bright, of . 

As angel . 
A love. a . , 

My aching cotnfort there! 
It is 8.8 if a .lovely I1)!!le 

, 

Should " tluriey • , 
FOl" the heal't's 

Its fiag1800e o'er it' 

Weluy and WOlD my bed 
, 

With· , and with' 
, 

Nor one of all that . 
If e'er I ' ': , 

• 

• 

- - - UQ quick they 
With . mirth 'and n"bald 
And not a hand to give 
A cordial thSt bid ' live • 
Andwoman~ too, of --- ~~-.---.~----.----.- ---

-' 'Made upocf lowe 'aDd 
Ay, \~Im.n, 
With coi~ aV€rtet\ : i 8.Je, ; 

- liar deigned to 001' seemoo to 
If death ad I were ! 
Ah ! I've and· it too, . 
My .. isnotu 1 

she . my bed, 
And up my a.ehing 
And in a.eeentBb'oo as 
, W oold I wets e. 

, 
, 

, tlyto my 
.. 

, 

, 

• 

• 

, 

• 

• 

• -

, 

, 

.. 
, 

• 

.. 

• 

" 

, .. 

. . . 

• 

, 

• 

, 

• 

• .. ' . , 

• 
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Henry Clay to the presidency. His prospects of pol~ti 
elevation were more and more flattering, unti! Janu 

ary, 1832; when on account of a. change in his religious 
feelings, Ids future life.took an e~tjrely new direction. 
Of the commencement and progress of that change, he 
speaks in the two letters hera," ' 

• • • 
... _' . , 

Sl. Louis, January 24th, 1832. 
My DEAR AND HONOURED PARENTS: 

Forgive your undutiful son that he has so long 
neglected writing to you. I hardly know what excuse - . 

to make, and I well know there can be none. suffi-
cient. I hope you have received the H Times" regularly; 
this will have kept you informed of my existence, and 
also of the nature of my employment. I ha.ve usually --- - -- - - - - - - - - - - --_. - --- -- -- -- - - .. - -. -- --

enjoyed good health ,-much better than I anticipated. 
Poor brother Daniel! he is gone, and, as I trust, to a. 
better world. . If so, his dep:trture affords no cause of 

• 

lamentation. Your lett~r .. the information of 
• 

his death was safely received. 
1\1y dear Father and ~r(jther, amidst all my wanderings, 

"In all my griefs, and God bas given my share," 

I have never forgotten- it has been the chief source of my 
consola.tion~ that day and -nightyonhavebeenmterceding 
for me at a 'fhlOne of Grace.' I have never; for a mo-

• 

mC'nt, doubted that paternal affection ceased riot to plead 
for mercy upon the wayward and far distant son. I knew 

, . 

that that love was yours, which neither time nor distance 
• • 

could weaken, and t~nk YOUt that I should forget the 
many earnest and agonizing petitioDs which I. have 
heam ascending from the family altar. Oh, ne\'er! I . 

• 

tell you all. Last spring there was a partial revival of reli .. 
gion in . city~ I beeame somewhat seriously impressed, 

• • 

• 

• 

, 

, 





• 

• 

OF Tag 

. at your "feet, and ask your forgiveness and beg yom . 
. . ; I should feel· that there might ye.t be hope 

even fol' met vile., sinful, and disobedient as I have ooen, 
both to Heaven and to you. But you will not remember 
aught against me, I know you will not.. I know that I 
have your forgivene&:l ere I asked it.. Jlut will God forgi v~ 
me, whom my sins have been infinitely more 

and aggravated? Can I hope for pardon from 
Him"" ,I, who have done despite to the co\'cnant of grace, 
and have so long counted the of the covenant an 

oly thing?' J •• 

My Father and my Mother. my dear, dear parents, let 
• • 

me remind you of the . . you assumed. when you 
consecrated me to in my infancy. By the vows 
you then made, by the g18titude you felt,~that God had 
given you 8. man"child, by your love for Hil'l:l who re .. 
deemed you, by your sense of the worth of an irn~ortal 
soul, let me adjure yon to pray for me, .. "m~, the chief of 
sinners.- . me, whom, perhaps, you will never see more 
till we meet at the bm" of God in jud~ent. 

I request. my dear parents, tha~ you will call the fa .. 
mily together, read iliem 1his letter, and than unite in 
prayer for him, a son and brother who dwells amo~g 
strangers -in 8. strange land. Adie~, my dear and ho
JlOured parents, and may Heaven bless you for all your 
kindness to . 

• 

Your unthankful but still dutiful 800, 

. ELIJAH P. LOVEJOY. . 
• 

St. Louis, February 22, 1832. 
MY' DEAR AND HONOURED PARENTS, 

After reading this letter, you will. I think, be 
ready to exclaim with me, "God's ways are Dot our 
ways, nor his t~ought8 as our thoughts.",.. en this 

-
• 

• 

• 

• 
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• • 

ness Of my conduct.' " , my> dear parents, it is 
easiest thin g in the world- to'- ... ',. ": a Christian -, ten 
thousand times easier than it :j$'!f:O -: : om, unrepenting 

, 

a.gainst-the motives which- God.presents - ' the mi~d, to 
induce it to forsake its' ~vil thoughts and tUlU unto Him. 
If I could forget what I have been what I have done, 
I should cellainly say it waB impossible that, anyone 
could read of a Sanour, and not love . with their 
whole heart. The eternal God" the infinite Jebo ' 
has done ell he could do ; , eveil to the sacrificing his own 
Son"" ·to provide. a way for m!ll's· happiness, and yat 
they reject him, hate him, and laugh him to. scorn.! How 
God could suffer me to live 80 long as I have lived. is 
more than I can understa.nd. Well may He call upon 
the heavens to be astonished both at His own forbea.r
ance,' and . the unnatural rebellion of his . Do 
Christians ever feel oppressed, as it were, with the dubt 
of gratitude which they owe to their Redeemer. Why, 
it seems to me, sometimes, as if I could not up under 
the weight of my to God in Cbdst., as if they 
would press ~e to the very eSlth. ADd I only re .. 

o lieved by the reflection that I have an eternity in which 
I J'o.ay praise and magnify the riches of his grace. 

And now, my dt?af and honoured parents, how shall I 
express my sense of the . lowe to you- , how 
shall I ask pardon for all the undutiful conduct, of which 
I have been guilty towards you! I want to do 
either; but I can pray to God to -forgive , and to 

you, and this I do daily. Oh, how much do lowe 
you' for your kindness to me in every but chicHy 
,for the religious instmctlon yon bestowed upon me-flOtEl 

my earliest youth; for your a.ffectionate -
continued entreaties that I would attend to the welfare of 

- , 

-my own soul; and for your prayerB, without ., to 

.. 
, , 

• 

, 

, 
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• 

visit to my' dear loved home. Oh, hoVl I long to em.-· 
brace my p9.rents, and brothers;, and :sisters,. and tell 
them what God has done for me. . But· I feel that I . 
ought to say, and I trust He 'will enable them to say, 
H His will be done." Surely after all his unto 
us, we should no longer indulge in one murmUi ing 
thought. . . 

Brother Owen and brother John, you are. now 'the 
.. 

only members of the family who have not· professed to 
hope in Christ", ·to have made your peace with . . 

• • 

Ob, let me entreat YOu; beseech you, not to put it off.& 
• 

moment longer. Tempt not God. as I ha.ve done. Think 
of poor brother Daniel, and make your pea.ce with a . 

• 

Saviour before you sleep, after reading this.. . 
Your dutiful and grateful $on t 

, ELIJAH P. LOVEJOY.' 

-

It maybe easily imagined that ~e. above letters gave 
great joy to his parents and frie _.... The following is 
the joint reply of father and mother . 

• 

• - . 

" Albion, March 19, 1832. 
M ~ DEAlt FIRST-BORN, AND LONG ABSENT SON, ' 

You perhaps may better conceive, than I can 

, 

in my n1ind. Your first, found. me in a. state of deep 
mental debility, to w'hich as you know 1 ha.ve always 
been more or less subject. But I am '-now better" to 
which your letter has contributed much. There is no 
other wa.y, in which you could have given us so much 
joy) as you have done in the full account ~f your conver ... 
sionJ and of the intended change of your pmsuits .. It is . ' 

just what we could have wished, had it been)eft to us to 

, 

, 
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that God had given you a broken and contrite heart;' 
an.d that is where the Holy Spirit' delights to dwell. 
Neither can I say it is more than I ha~e asked. It is 
just what I have prayed for, as I have thought, with all 
my heart. . But I can say it is more than I de3ervec:L 
But God is a sovereign; He do~ not deal with u.s 'ao.
cording to our deserts, nor reward us' according to C!lJ.r 
iniquities. For as far as the hea.vens are above the earth, 
so far are hie thoughts above our thoughts. , 

The death of your dear brother Daniel, was a dark 
and mysterious providence. It overwhelmed me 
with gloom and despondency; and I thought it could. 
never be explained to me, till I ai"lived at the heavenly 
world. But I think I can now see why it must be 80. • • 

I was not sufficiently bumble, nor prepared to receive the 
blessings, which God had in store for me. . Oh, that the 
blessed· God would'keep me at his feet in the very dus~ 
before Him. I never had so clear a view of the evil us. ... 

• 

tura of sin, and of the glorious plan of salvation by Jesus 

• 

Christ~ as I have had since the death of my dear child •. _ 
God has made me feel that it is an evil and bitter thing 
to sin against Him ,·that his ways are equal. And now 
my dear child, I hat~ you will follow on to know the 
Lord, that you may find your going forth prepared as the 
morning' , 'that His spirit may come unto yitU as the lain, 
as the latter and the former rain unto the earth. . ~ 

So prays your rejoicing, 
6ctionat~J mother. 

ELIZABETH LOVEJOY. 
• , 

• • 
• 

• 
• 

• 
, 

• , , • . . , 
• - , 
• 

, 
• 

• 

• 
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-

return to my Father's house;" all this seems to me a mira-
• 

cIe of goodness, such as a God alone could perform) lUld 
far too wonderful for me to comprehend. I can only 
bow down my head and adore. How often do I ask 
myself, why have I been thus' fa-gored 1 why was I made 
to hearthe invitation of the Blessed Spirit 1 " Return unto 
the Lord t and he will have mercy on you." Oh, here is 
I.ove and wisdom united in a degree beyond onr highest 
conceptions. I think I said in my last, that no part of 
the revealed' will 0f God appeared more precious to me, 
than . that which reveals to man the gracious covenant 
which Jesus Christ made with Abraham, and to fulfil the 

• 

stipUlations of which on His part, in process of time he 
came into the world, expiated onr sins in his own 
on the tree. The more I reflect upon the subject, the 
more leason do I see for thankfulness and gratitude to 
God, for his condescension in entering into such a cove .. 
nant, and for his sovereign mercy in giving me parents 
who acknowledged its obligations, and in the athlS of 
faith brought me before His altar, and conseC'lated me to 
God. I think I can see plainly that the Holy.Spirit has . 
made this a means of keeping the truth before my mind} 
when to every thing else I was insensible. Uh, my dear 
parents, join with me in adoring and ma . ying the name 
of the Lord God of our salvation. 

Your affectionate SOD, 
ELIJ A.H P. LOVEJOY. 

'PheoZ.ogical , Pnnceton, N. J. t April 24th, 1832. 
My DEAR SISTER SIBYL)' . 

Your letter gave :me both pleasure and pain. I 
was very glad to hear from. you t directly, to see YOut . 
hand-writing, but it grieved me much to hear of the state 
of OUl' dear father's health. . It is the more' . to 

.. 

" 

• 
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here,,' " .. having had a. letter from John, but Dot from Owen. 
It is of them tha.t I think more th.an of any of ~e reat of 
t'l-te family. I have, sometimes, enjoyed great confidence 
in the mercies and faithfulness of God, in,' relation to 
their ca.se. If He has had mercy on me, the oldest and 
most 0 • ty sinner of you all, why shuuld I despair, or 
even doubt of his willingne'ss to receive them also. I 

" ' 

have thus far made it a rule to pray speCially for them, 
every night and moming,'and, if will, I intend to 

- , 

continue this practice-until my prayers snan 'bave been 
answered, or my voice shall have been" lost in-death." 
It seems to 'me as if they could not rema.in insensible, 
could I but see them, and tell them how unspeakably pre
cious is Christ to the penitent soul. 

, 

'Your aJi'ectionate brother, 
ELIJAH P. LOV'EJOY,., 

, 

The latter part of May, and the m9nth ofcJune, were 
spent in a visit to his friends in r.fainG .. Dm:ing this pe .. 
riod, our beloved father was suffering under deep mental 

, , 

despondency" Allusion has been,made to his case in the 
letters which 'iw.y'e been ; It is 'a.gain mentioned, 
in others which succeed. One is given also, written, as 
it . show, on, another subject. ' 

Seminary, Princet{)ft, N. I., Aug. 21, 1832. 
Mv DEAR. AND HONOURED FA."l'HER. ' 

I have this day received a'lett6r from mother, 
, - , 

containing news, for which, I trust, I do in Some measure 
feel tban to God. I can hardly allow myself to cred

it, and yet it is no more than I have prayed for, daily, 
, 

I left home, and no moTe than I have, in a 
measure, believed would take place. . ' 

Mother says' your health is U almost perf~ll re .. es-





• 
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oth&l .. .takes its place, no sooner" is one h'ainof evil 
thoughts banished, than another succeeds; and every 
day. and a hundred times&.. day, do 1 think that I am 
growing worse and '.,. t instead of . '. in holi ... 

. It is at such times that I am beset with unbelief; 
seeing my sins 80 great 'Sod numerous, I doubt that. the 
blood of Chi ist is sufficient to cleanse me from. them. 
And this. is the sorest· . of all; fot when this hope 

• 

fails me then all is gone. And thus I live~ hoping, 
doubting. fearing, ashamed of myself, of my own 
unwo"rthiness, and yet not da.ling to'trust unhesitatingly 
in the o! Christ. Do write me, my dear fatbel", a 

• 

long letter, and deal faithfuJIy with me. You know the 
• 

that aWNt the Christian, a,nd yon know me and my 
w points, those where Satan will be most likely 
to assault me. Where else can'! look for such faithful, 
disinterested counsel, as from So father. 

, 

I spent. nearly a week in Bath, at Mr. ~Ellingwood's. 
He . very kind and frien ; and, it seemed to- meo, 

• 

especially interested in· your case. HE) spoke of the 
missionary meeting at and of the part which 
you ·took, saying, that your remarks'stthe administt'ation 

~ 

of the sacrament, were the. best he ever heard in his life. 
Your affectionate- son, . . 

ELIJAH ·P. LOVEJOY. 
, 

, 

, P,inceton, N. J., Sf/pt. 15th. 183Z. 
My DEAR AND HONOURED FATHER. 

• 

YOUT letter of August 26th, was received with 
emotions such as I cannot,. and I need not attempt to de-

• 

scribe. I think I did, in some measure feel thankful to 
the . of events; but, oh, not as I ought. ' How 
strange that . e and disu nst, and cold affections 
should ever find place in the heal 's of ! . Ie 

• 

• 
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dr&n growing up around you, and no "', . of. any 
effects of your long-continued labours,yOUr faith must' 
have been st)veIely tried. I was about to say) that- I do not 
see ho w you could thus have 'persevered; but, I will not 
say so, because, you had a eov6Dant keeping God, in 
whom to trust. What an unspeakably precious thing is 
the covenant made with" Abraham and his 8e~d.U I 
cannot, and I "ltill not doubt that'my dear brothers Owen 
and John will yet be given to the prayer of their parents. 
All in the Loro's own time. ' 

The 12th of the month, I endeavOlued to obsertf'f.)o asa 
, 

day of giving to Almighty God; and thro~gh ,his 
grace, I enabled to feel a degree of th~rikfuil'" 
ness and some humility. It was a precious thought thU 
I was joining with mypalents, and brothers and sistem 
in the delightful work of prayer and . The 30th, 
l03d, and l04th Psalms I read and medita~,~pon with 
a. great deal of delight. ' , . 

You remember, father, that I told' you I should 
to see yon here next spring; Sibyl's letter, justreceived t 

tells me you contemplate, the Lord willing, to take the 
trip then. Come here, and I will in uce you to one 
of the best men in the \Vorld, " Dr. Alexander. He has 
few equals that I have ever seen. Do write a long 
let,Sl'. Give me the advice, the counsel I need so much. 
May the Lord God Almighty bless you, my dear father, 
and reward you a: hnndled-fold for all your goodness to 

mo. 
• 

Mother, I t seems to me there is no need of . be-
fore that word, for it includes within itself all of endear .. 
ment that ,we can conceive. I have just left room 
enough to tell you that my health is good, my situation 
agreeable, and as for progress in my studies, you DOW 

that I should not do justice to either father or mother, 

- -". - - -

, 
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know hereafter. "I shan go to him, but he 
not . return. to me,» said David, and thetofore ~e 
and comforted. God has been pleased give 
to little SDl'ah a ahort. fDd compuatively, an euy jonr t : 

ney thlough this land of . . . l{ow fast her little 
capacities aI'S we cannortell; but I have liWe 
doubt., that she is drinking in full meaaures of happiness 
in the presence of her Saviour, to a degree that we do 
not conceive of. Besides, if rightly improved, this event 
wHl you a. better man and a more successful miDis
~r t than you otherwise have been. . 

• 

1\h" DUR SISTER SARAH. 

You weep for your . d, and I would not 
you to refrain from weeping; for natu) e 'will ert its 
supremacy in the of a. mother. The cordS which 
bind a child to a mother's heart Ale strangely intertwined 
with her being; and 6,'"ery nerve and every affection vi .. 

• 

brntes to the blow which them asunder. It was 
your . too. \Vhen your eyes first looked upon. 
the dear, liule one, then was opened in your 
heart a Dew fountain of feeling, sweeter and' more deli ... 

. cious, a thousand times, than you had e,,~.r before ·ta&ted. 
Alas! and that fountain must now . he closed. 

True, my de:u: sister, but do you not know where to 
go for consola:tioo? There is a fountain whoso 
are nevei' dry; and thoUoah one souree after another of 
earthly b..:~in~&s may be cut off, yet this never fails. 
And the less we dtink. from the polluted fountains of 
earth, the swUCtier will the waters taste. 

What a and scene is that exhibited· 
to us in ·the Bible, in the case of the Shtmamite : . 
She left her child lying dead at home, and gone 'out 

• 

to meet the prophet. When he asked her, "Is it wen j 
. .' 
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to fot assistance to enable us to up under our 
• 

btHel.vcmoobi, is an Almighty Saviour. \Vhen he 
it is fur our and to us the COl' his 
plesence in et&Ulity. When you shall hln"'e ,.' at 
heaven. then find this sttoke unde:r which 

'. 

you mourn, to prepare .' for your pre .. 
• 

sent enjoyment.. Say. the.n, and say from the h6&l\ u It 
is with the child" "It is' . the ." .' t. 

Do ,,'rit~ to me when. your husband next. toa; not in 
the same sheel I do not mean. May an Almighty Sa· 

o . 

viour comfort, and console you in . your day of . 
bon. 

Your atrectionate bluher. 
, 

ELIJP .. LOVEJOY. 
• 

, 

o S,rsl ~ °nC6t4J", No. I., F~. 20, 1833. 
Flfr DEAlt s S SIBYL AND ELlaABETli. 

It rod, be &, my&terious vidence, if 
Satan is so soon "Rain J)eulli to our be... - - . . 

100~ed father; but that" th(}ugh mysterious., it is 
nll done in wisdoU'l_ Those will inherit the kingdom, 
m.ust do it ullough much tribulation. All these gs 
shall work. together for to ,j~ that believe. If 
father is to be so sOterely tiied,'theuiest -of heaven will 
be the sweeter. If I· hides his face.,· his ple,sence 
will appear the more glorious in heaven. And let us all, 
my de:ll si&,ters, profit by the visitation of 
l&t u.s bumbla oursel\"es before our Heavenly FDJher as 
he chastiseth us. much lighter are his 
than our guilt! A ad in the midst of .' . 0 

blessings does be bestow! . 
For I would record it to tho and the 

glory of my Redee r, that. for the last . month, or more, 
1 h,ave been faVOtued . much of his presence i his 

• 

--- ._-_.-. 
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The way for the ransomed of the Lord to c to Zion" 
is "with songs and e . joy, . » 

, Your aft'eetionate brother, 
. ELIJAII P. LOVEJOY . 

• 

, . 
In April of this year he received licenso to preach the 

, from the second Pumhyt&ty of Philadelphia. 
Some u'tonths of the summer were in preaching 
at Newport, Rhode Island, and as a temporary supply at 
the Spring Street ChUich. New York. 'WI,iJe a.t the 
latter place, the tidings of the death of his rather readled 
him.. On that . he Wlote to the sevelsl members 
of the family, as follows, , , 

" NftD Yori, A 19tA, '1833 . 
.Mv DEAR, DEa MOTHER, 

What I say to you? How shall I at-
tempt to console you, under the hand of Provi-
lhm~? ' "It 10 tbl!l Lord, ... 1"· . do -" ", . ...;- ... ; .......... '" ,. "(-

what soometh " Mother, cannot say so 1 
Even, the of God is heavily laid, 
npon you" cannot )-oU kiss the hand that smites T Your 

sloops the sleep of death, but mother, your Re
deemer liretb, and has be n~t said to your dMr dep8Hed 
husOOndt and is be nOt saying to you, u: Because I Ii va, 
ye live also.» For my near failie't, I have no doubt 
that it is. with him. He was a. Cbl'istian .. ·phis 

• 

whole life, but ~cially the last 160 Y681S of his life, 
evint .. ed it. ' -God has dealt mysteriously ,. 
I doubt not he is now singing, e. glorified spirit. before 
His throne. And why, then, you monrn? Mo
ther, can' you bust ! Bless-ed be His llame, that 
Y.Ou have long since , ~ to trust Him, and He has 
never disappointed you~ He bas your Friend. 

, , 

• 

• 

, 
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, and now, He will enter into a still more endearing relata 
. tion towards you. Thy Maker sball be thy Husband. ' 

Had God taken your husband from you. wiihout leav .. 
ing you any hope or his future blessedness, how much 
more cause for grief would r)U have had then, than now. 
And 80 I might find ten thousand reasons why you ahould 
not mourn tha exi~ of your husband; but these and such 
like, would rather convince the judgment. than affect the 
heart. After all, the gospel, the gospel of the Sc.n of 
God, with all its glorious hopes, its rich promises, and 
its bright anticipations, can alune minister true con sola .. ' 

, -

tion under circumstances such o.s yours. To these con-
solations, my dear moilier, you are no stranger. He haa 
delivered·thee in six now) in tmsseventh 
and greatest, be will not thee. 

And, motber, the time is Short. You will soon join 
you!' husband in Heaven" ,,,your three sons you will 
moot there too. It may be that more of your children 
may precede it matt&rs,not "'80 that they ale 

to go; the sooner -God takes them from an evil 
world, tbe beuer for them. But for you, dear mother, I 
cannot doubt that 8. bright crown awlUts you~ when you 
shaU enter the gates of the New lems8.lem. And in the 
midst of your bereavements, let it console you, that you 
have faithfully perrol med the part of a wife and a flW

ther. How often have I heard my dear father say, 
e. Never had a lUtUl such- a wife as I have i" and I am 
sure all'your children will unite with me, in saying. never 
had children a beuer mother. From my bead do I feel ' 
this; QUd now I have to say, that I hold myself bound tQ 

devote my life to minister to the comfort of my dear, d611lf 

widowed mmh.er~ I shall write to Joseph more CU~ 
. -

lady on this subj~ct. May God comfort you, my mo-
ther, may His grace console you in your and 

- , , 

'6 

-

, , 

, 
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He a. your 
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In -
InGle abundant enjoyment of Himaelf. 

, 

• 

Your moot atrectionate so-n, 
'. , ELIJAH P. LOVEJOY. 

• 

, 

New Yorl, A 19th) 1833. 

My DRAR SISTERS SIBYL AND ELIZABETH, .L'U) Y D 
, . 

B-ROTH£R JOHN. 

SISTUS AND BROTHER, 

We God has taken from 
I doubt not. to himself, our and father. 
After a life of ricisaitudes." much and " . 
suiferingt he, laid down to lest in the tomb. It is & 

heavy stroke to us all .. , -but to him, as we and be-
lieve, the of all his 801'10 and aU his pains. A 
sw'eet rel&ase from cal6 and disquietude, a:nd an intto- . 
tinction to ' of blessedness. Why;' then, should 
we . !. Rather let . gi"t e God t.hanks that He so 

. continued to us the exa.mple and the pmyers of 
w.:;m a father. To you, my sist.e'rs, I can speak of 

aBO the of the gospel, under 
our presoot I can bid you listen to the voice 
of Ute Saviour, as be saYSf $I MoUt'Uels, 
, ' your ItiaI, be nol \Vbat I have done 
is all fOl' yow Though yon see it not now, yet 
you shall ht".reafter." If our faith, my dear sisters, is of 
the ~oht kind, shall not only know that for this very 

. . of Goo-8 prondence, we shall h~reafter 
plaise bm we shall our song or aSSUI'ed grati ... 
tnd4l) evan .' We sh&ll not only yield 11 cold assent 
to the of David, but ~e shall adopt them from the 

",Before I was I went astray, but 
I . to keep thy In. ' is for me to be " 

, 

• 

• 
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, 

• 

A leue.r from brother Joseph of the 
broach,: in the . .t and abo that myd~u 
sisters are much affected by it. dear aiaten. 1 

. with you, in -all YOW' grief.; . I, too,· ha "."loal a 
, 

, , , an honoured fa.ther; one to whom 1 am 
more than I shall ev&r . , till I stand 'with 

kim at the judgment seat of Christ. Hia prayers, his' 
faithful warnings and reproofs we have togeU1er shared, 
and together are we deprived of them. But it is wrong 
to mourn ex.cessively. And lwould not, if I could, . 

• 

day, lecall our dear· father. No; let him sleep 
in peace, in the tomb where his Sa.viour laid before him ;. 
~ tomb, iu whose de,rk vault the lamp of Cbristian hope 
~nes ,brightly. There let him slee the senant of. 
God who has finis.hed his work .... , ·until the wholllt in} 
his lif~ he served, shall, come to call 
to the skies. Weep not th$D, my sisters, weep not, for. 
\t is well with ourJather. Blf,ssed be God, we can say
twd believe, it· is 

For you, my dear brother John, you would not hear 
our f&\her while living, will you not hear him, as he 
speaks from the gravel' U My SOD,. give God thine heart.": 
Oh, my dear btother. live no longer without an interest 
in Christ, for fear that the sepsI&tion which has . 
t~en place -between you and your famer, shall be eter
nal. You will no longer ' in his pr:ayers", ,the last; 
prayer of your father for your soul h~$ gone up to heaven t 

• 

~d yet you are not converted. My brotl1.E~r, I t.remble: 
for tbe fate of your immo:rtal soul. Ob. hear \he ,oioe· 
of our "dear falbert as it edt's- to you from the ground,-

, 

"Behold,. -is the accepted time, behold, now ,is t.he-
• 

da.y of salva1ioll .. " If I have not forgotten, you may read 
these words on the tomb, stone of our dear 81 andfathel'. 
He was buried theda.y you were. a. year old. . There lie' 

• , 

, 

-

, 
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• 
fa\A$l, SOD, and ' e~n 
my hr04ber,t may sloop by their side, God only 

, , 
• 

BttleadYl I you.' 
I you, my dear sisters: and brother, to God, 

and to his grace, who can' do for an that you 
your present Write, to me, aU of you, as 

soon as you receive this. ' -
l' our a.ffectionate t 

, 

"',. ELIJAH P. LO JOY. ' 

M. , YM'i, 261A, 1833. " 
lily DEAf allOTltim OWEN, 

sooner, but circun:t ... · 1 intended towtite 
stances have prevented. Nor do I 
direct my lauer, but shall, at a. venture, 

• 

to 
it to-China. 

It WfIB • my dear brother, sad that. a 
you on your retum home. little did 
such an event - p11ted.., The of 
deuce. are, truly, most inscUltabls. but . are., neverthe--
1e.na1 all wrought in infinite wisdom. It is well, my dear 
brother, for Goddooth alJ things well. what we' 

, 

b~w not now, 'we :thaIl knowheltlafier. ' 
The d:a.y is f$OOI\ coming, wben '~we shall stand~ along 

, 

with our dear, father, ~ the judgment seat of 
Christ; theD. shall we have be~n thus' 
dealt \vith, in this of vidence. ' 

But my dear. brothe:r~ there js one improvement 
0, t to make of it, that most appear obvious to US an. 
And that is, to consider it as a to each one of 
m~to be ready. work must be finishoo"· ,oor souls" 
must be saved ,since the· !:iOOn cometh no 
!uatl can work.. Om dear rather has finished his, and" 
gone to his One brother .. , .. nay three, one of 
them by the Dime of . ' . went before; " 

, 

, 

, 
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, 

, 
j, r ' 

. "" 'j' '".":Y I,' .... . 
• 

, ,to the famiiy. il can CI-eate uuse for 
nessth us all, thrcmghout eternity. ' 

• 

, I ~,wish ' . . it. ',in my , consistently with 
:) to tome do'wn and see H home" once 1l1Ore, but. I 

t.b.iolt of vidtmce are such as forbid it.. 
'. 

They are '., cilling (00 to the West,' and to 
West lrm., go.. I have some . that Joseph will 

on hel'&t ~H) iMt I, 800 him, before long. I . 
• 

tolerably "." doing. I ho~. Give my love 
to dear ' '-end siste.~ and to-brother John. Finally, 
my 'brother, , ; may the grace of our 
Lord J Christ be Yt}ur spidt. 

Your aifectiooale brother J 

ELlJ P. LOVEJOY. 

, 
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As" in the close of the letter inserted in the 
• 

last "our brother $ot hiS face' -. "to~& Wes~ 
, 

He had been requestediand atronglyurgedt:bya circle 
of Christian friends at St.' Lotiis, 'to- return and be ... 
come the editor of a. religious t paper. ,The friends 
.r the object at that place: famished Do capital of twelve 
hundred doll&l'S for press, type, '&c. m the instru .. 
ment before us, executed by, the parties, the oditor 
was to have the entire control of the eaU\blishment, with 
the ~ht to DlOltgage the same, for the if necea .. 

t of enlarging the U materials for printing." If, 
moreover, the ,nett income of the establishment should 
exceed five hundred doUs(sa year, the editor to pay , 
the to the proprietors. ' 

In pursuance of this arrangement. on the 22nd of No
vember, 1833, the first number of the U, ST. LoUiS OBSER-

VER" issued .. -

The editorial article is here inserted. 
St. Louis, Nov. 22d, 1833 • 

. "The -first number of the Observe! appmlls to day. 
We send it forth with our most cordial greetings to all 
its expectinglHends, and with the hope that it win sue .. 
ceed in obtaining the. will of all . before whom it 
may appea.r •. It comes with nomnister motive, it ap--

to no bad passion; and it a welcome in every 
home that in a spirit, of meekness· it may plead the 

of lliol Who casne from h'eaven to proclahn 'peace 

, 

. -
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.. , ' 
• 

• 

on muth, and . toward men.' Where it cannot 
be admitted on these terms, it will pass quiE'tly by, nei
ther feeling nor expressing aught of unhlnUntlSS or re.
proach. And, however often; or with whatever words 

• 

of contumely, it may' be rejected from the door of any 
. . 

dwelling, it will still be,ready to return upon the first Rp-
peanmce of more .hospitable feelings, on the part of its in
mates. For it will ever be ready to practice on the maiim 
it will unceasinglyiocnlcate upon others j to forgive ono 
another as our Heavenly Father has also rOf given, us. 

But while the ~ thus seek to_win its way 
, . 

to the and consciences of men, by the kindness of 
the sentiments it it . not tmlpD"'-"e as it goes~ 
Truth is its objeot "divine troth in all its s6~Grity, &Swell 
as loveliness. . To 8.Sccl'tain this, to free it from the 
es of men, tUld then press it bome to the bosoms~of its 
readers, as of practical and infinhe impol'tanee, will al .. 
ws.ys maks 11 part of its weekly labours. It will seek 
DO controVersy, and it will decline nons, when by so do
ing, it might compromise the purity of that 'faith. once 

c 

delivered to the saints.' It will hold itself aloof from 
aU angry discussions whil~h may 81 ise between brethren 
of the same sect, or of different sects, who can yet unite 
in glorying in the cross of Christ, other than to counflSl 
peace and fOlOOatanCe. But though with the 
best feelings towards all, of whatsoever name, who love 
the Lord Jesus Christ, the Observer will, Devertheless, 
hllve a course of its own . a system of religious doe
trine!:: to which it i.ll inflexibly \Vhat that is, 
will soon JUore pi~A.tly tl-ppear, ill the ComsB of its week
ly visits. But we may here say, in brief, that it will be 
the as that w)lich Paul preached ... the same, in 
$la~06, as that which Luther and Calvin lesened 

• 
tbe ~lluptions of mon ,·"..the 68me· as Ed' . Mltl_in • 

• 

• 
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ed and defended·, ''II, ,the 
• 

• 

Unell ve featurea, 
t.ians in .our land •. 

as no 
the gleat 

obtains, in all its dis
of orthodox Chris .. 

• 

. While, therefore, the Observel' proffers the most cordi .. 
al salutations to, and claims Christia.n fellowship with, 
all who adopt the sentiment of its motto,88 constitu
ting their religion, and the wJwk of their religion, it will 
studiously avoid giving occasion of offence to any. Peace 
will be its aim, as far as that is. consistent witt '~e defence 

• 

of the Truth. Yet. it . never shrink from the post of 
duty; nor fear 10 ·speak out lest some over sensitive ears 
should be pained. Opinions honestly entertained will be 
fearleS9ly declared; and but little will be felt or 
expressed fot any systen of faith or practice, which rests 

. for its support upon the traditions of- men, or upon 
the equally equivocal authority of long prescription . 
. One ·leading object of the.Ob,server will be to diffuse 
information concerning the religious operations oftbe day, 
among Christians and other cit.ens of the West. In the 
Christian world it is 11 time of movement. The messen .. 
ger of the Lord of been heard as he passed 
along through the borders of the Church, calling upon her 
to come up to the help of the Lord against the mighty. 
Nor has the passed unheeded. In all ranks the 
Church is in motion. Sbe is mustering her hosts for the 
conquest. not of . or that petty kingdom 01' prov'ince, 
but of die WORLD. Her heralds precede her, and even 
n~w they afe rUiming to arid fro over all tho earth, to pro. 
claim .the acceptable year of the Lord. erever she 
comes it is to set the bondman free, to break the chains 

• 

of the oppressor, and to 'open the prison doors of the cap-
tive. She comes to dissipate the glooms of superstition, 
'W'hichhave, for 60 many. ages, rested upon thEff~rest por
tions i)f the globe, to pour in light upon the 'dark places 

, 

• 
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of the efnth which ~ full of the habitations of Cluel·' 
• 

ty " to rescue .. lost race from the' . . of t.he fall f 

restore it. to the favour of its In' godlike enter-
• 

. th0'Cbmcllis this her prayem are 
ascending- ·4'0 this her energies are directed, and in this 
she will har . . 

triump tly over ma:D.Y a strong hold irom ·the 
enemies of her Goo. On the Islas cf the Pacific, '" on ; 

• 

the shot es of Greenland,"" "on the coasts of China and . 
Sia.m .. 'on the ShOleS of Hither India., and far up into her 
broad iDterior-on th~ of Africa, the sttnny isles 
of Greece. and the . of and 
she has planted the ClOSS of her Redeemer, the 3ign and 
the of salntioI" to the sin naUoos. 

, 

.TIua C'~$, wA"f~wr . ,,"uelt Mwr au.. The 
Church is pledgeif. tn sustain it; and in fulfilling
pledge, she takes hold of the arm of her omnipotent Sa-

. n 
YlOU1\ 

• 

W 8 sbs11 here give large extTacts from th6 . YO 
• 

numbers, that the American public, and. all the world 
, 

may knOWl '. the sentiments. and what the man .. 
ner in which they were for which our'brother 
was, in the process of time, cruelly persecuted; and, for 

. , 

conscientiously holding fast to which, he . finally 
D£B.&D.. If, in these sentiments, or ill the manner of 
(;:~'::t?:r~'iug them., theTe is aught worthy of death, as he 
:.llit not refuse to die. 80 we will not ask that his nam,e and 
enM'aeter' be saved from or his from 
oblivion. If. Of! the other hand, these ate the truths on 
lvhicb society is based t which has publisbedto thtl 
world. and which Christ . with his 
blood; if there is much of the. spirit of him, "who., 
when he was reviled, reviled not again," in the 

• • 

• 

. .. 
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is which these t.nllbs 8leexpl8ssed; then we ask you 
nOl to believe, in some cases his misinformed, and in 
others hismalieions . Silll farther, ". we ask 

• 

you not to ee.ue calling for jusiice, till she return in her 
,.majesty} and'purity, with her robes washed from 

the s.s.ai.ns of innocent hI shed at Alton. 

• 

, 

MtsO:&LI,ANEOUS EDITORIAL ARTICLES 

. .- . . . 

ST. LouIS Onsnvu . 
• 

• 

• • , 

• • 

WIIAT IS ··TRUTH 1 
• 

• 

. -

FROM THE 
• 

- -... , . 

" IT is strange that what, more than all . gs el8e~ it 
• 

concerns mankind to know t what wa.s expressly design-
• • 

od for their benefit, what by their aU wJse .Creator 
\bey expressly fitted to receive, yet be the 

, . 

very with w hi~h they are the least acquainted. 
ruth, though professedly the object of sealeh to all, 

is confessedly apprehended by but few. Andtwen these 
do hut ca.t.ch distant uneer'tain "iews of its light; as 
w & star is. seen through the fitful gss of dle 
intervening Cloud.. Even as they behold they tremble 

• 

leat'it . from their sight., and be lost in the 
gathering. gloom. 

The reasoD of this must be, either that we have not 
the faculties for perceiving truth t or that having, we have 

. per'Vened them. The first, M it would be 8. reftectioa 
--

upon either the . or wisdQm of God or 
fur·", moment be admitte<i"an.d-·tbere . the 

altemative, that we have carelessly or willfully 
in oUr search for the u tuh. And this is jU3t the 
00. which the Bible places it, '886mg, men aee 

not, and hearing they do not understand.' . 

-- ---.- -----
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Sometimes we m~ke up for lv-e. a. system or m& .. 
ta.phyaics, ·,&weat,wange to our taste -Ol"'OUf "caprice, the 

faculties of the mind, and the modes of its 'action, 
, 

whatever of divine t.ruthdoes not 'snit. our scheme .. "" 
which~ as it has cost much labour 'of thought., is, of course, 
a cherished bantling ""we reject,· or at beat, those sharp 
points, that interfere with the organised movements of 
our ~~ral machinery) we carefully cover up. We have 
been sitting at the feet of Be!'~e1ey or Locke or Hume, 
and thence we bring our standard, by which to meaSlue 
the doctrines of the Cross, a.nd the revealed will of 
Ifow often has Pla.to gotten into the sacred desk and 
crowded out Paul, or . at most, permitted the a 
word of exhortation after the ~1etapbysician had sermon
ized his full hour." no, Which exhortation, indeed, was 
about as consonant to the sermon, as the ne\v piece of 
cloth sewed upon the garmentw 

, in both cases Ute 
'L. 1 ;;:,. ". .J • f ., 11 .. .. 

~w nOte was lDfiuS· a. pIece 0 partl-c610rea paten-worK. 
&m~tim6l:l, ha:."' "'g been educated in reverence 

for the na.mes aniL opinions of celtain men, and an abo
horrence fOT, . those of others i at every step W6 take in 
our search (or truth, wo tremble lest we shall have part-

• 

cd company from those we love and reverence, and have 
entered upon thtl premises of those we both fear a.nd dis ... 
Iike.\Vhen in such a. mood, it is wonderfnl what a maf!ie -
there i:i~ in the mere sound of &. na.me. To be told Ulat 

if we go on, we shall soon cease to have a right to be 
, 

distinguished by this or that appellation,' bring us 
to a halt at once. Then it is, toot that we "apply the ._" 
same concise llL'ld conclusive argument. to others. Van 
a:ra a 'Galvinist," an ' Arminian/ 01" a 'Pelagian.' as the 
ease may be; and those whom sach an argument fails ~ 
(;'.!')nwincc t are indeed incorrigible", , ,we give them over to 
blimlnclB-s of mind. 

, 

• 

, 
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'THE PAST YEAH.. 

Jd'nuar.y ?.d, 18~~,~. 

IJ A NOTH:r:fl y~nr hRfI f.~onf!. Another of "b.o~c pfHiO{I~, 
thirty of whir.h ma.rk tllC! clnutton of a generation of 
tnl\nkinrJ, Ims pns:~ed, honring Wil,h it into eternity and 
to Ihn bar of God, 30,000,000 (If the human f~milv. 

, . 
Could ,va rorul th e pri vale history of lhc50 thirty mil· 
lions just rcmol'cd to bn her€l no more fo'r~:n·er. w}uu 
b:n in~tnlclive les,Ron would it teach. Some just open .. 
td their eyes npon the light, and then d01'~cd lhnm 
, 

forevor. Some had jli~l lUilmed to return the mn-ternal 
embrti.ce, and ~o look, in their playful mood~, into tho 
,mother'a b~aming eyes for approval, when De nth came 
and took them to the grayc. Others, (or the nnlt time, 
had gone out into tbe world, and with all tho omo~ 

. , ,tions tha.l unboundccl surprise and delight can give, wero 
.:,' ,,',' . upon the scene before them. There Hope was 
~i.,:",~", '" " _ , her gayest tissues, and hanging garlGtnda. of joy 

-.:::., "every object; there Beauty wore her brightestmbe$; 

• 

m(f u she m{)Ved in conscious pride, turned often to ~~ 
stow her llWe( ltest smiles upon l ... ove that followed in her 
utriu. .A tas ~ ~twas but a dteamJl " ,-~r,en as heltladiJ, 
thefi.l.m is ga*hering , ~~. ;-,i -" ' abtttthe, 

. '.. . 
$Celle from his sight ..",' , ,of, , _ 
yean and th{' fimt _ " " , h~ :'f'~~' 
tllese scenes of delight are--.- "", '~fot a vi&ion oC' 

, 

cha.rnel house and the tomb! '," -:-' 
" 

And even thernan of middle age, whose hopes had 
been sobered and his anticipations ch.astened by , 
bered disappointments, even his path to the gravewu 
strewed with the wrecks of many a ... .!herished scheme of 

, ,&elf..aggrandi2:ement. which yet he had fondly;' 

, 
" 

.. . .. 
• 

, 

• 

, 

, 
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',,"QuId hllVC 1;(1(';U'I'0<1 to him tho end of hiR toil. On yond 
<ler hill ho !lof!p~,*, burintl hen~nih du"I ruin~ of tho tflrn· 
ph'! 1m had Groeted to Pridt", to Avnricc, or to Vanity, 
And Y(lt his po}'\ternty approVt) his saying'9 and are walk· 
ing in hiQ fOot8t()P~. 

He, loo,whom the w(li~ht of Y(HirS IH~d bowed to tht'! 
earth, Wb03C strflngth had so (aT depnr~ed tbat lhe bur-
d(m of hfn ('ould MClleely he ~\Jpported, he was surprised 
in lhn mi{l~t of plans that lonJH:d for tl'lcir accomplish .. 
tnt'lnt far into the futuro. Though the wheel had lang . 
rooveds,lowly at too cistern1 he bad riot thought it would.",,~~\ 
~top II.!{) S\.iW)U.': "5 ,,:',':" ,,' 

, . 

Y c·t not Buch is tho history of tlll whom the yeat" " 
through which we have ju~t ptl..«;scd. has rcmov'ed from 
this world. Somo tbel<t) were w hG had long waited to 

be gone, knq}wing that for them to live WQ5 Christ, but to' 
, 

die WM gain. To some the year has brought eo ~le~sed . 
relief from long continued sicknes91 from poverty~ (rom .. ' 

unmerited obloquy ~ from oppression, and especially" ,' .. ::::~.·t 
their warfare with sin· ... 'the garb or poverty has, . :: '~i.';r:~," 

, . 

enb.ged for garments of light, the C world's '. >"'". 

, 'for the approving smile of their Redeemer, 
" 

the darkness and doubt of ea.rth for the full tide or 
" . 

. . a,pd truth , " '" "from the Thron (\ of and 
or~e,:Lainb. ,"", Q ~: ~ had no tenors, the grava 
nn.·' ", ", .. ,~" " :' ,:' gatCll with smiling CGunt&-

riMce8~ a.rid as " .. ,.'. we.s down in Death's em, 
braoo sang..' .'. ','.' " '~'" the triumphant song, I 0 
death~ 'Where is thy' stln£ 0 grave, VI here is thy vic
torv !' There let tb13m rest. Their tomb is not dark! 

' . .,. ",~' 

No; Like the V e8~S of old, Faith has lit her la.mp 
from heaven, and gatle down to watch over their sleep'" 
ing dust, Ber Ijg~ irradiates twen the darkness of tho 
"mn. Nor will she leal~e her post lill lIe w~ , .. '. .. 

" • 

, ." 1 

" q , • 
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slept in the gran,; shall -come to wakeD. them from their 
repose and take them to thlll bel-ven. he bas u· 
candad. They died tlw death of the righteous t and-they . 

. rise to the resurrection. of the jnst. ' 
Such is the lesson which ~helast year afforda, and 

which we, who' have lived through it, 'are to 
• 

read. It is a full of instruction and.p1"8cticai wis .. 
dom. And how sad the redection that few., c.om . \fe-
lYt will profit by it· "that, as in the put, 80 in 'b\! com .. 
ing year, the. multitude will "" still continue to' pervert 1he 
right wa.y:sof the'" .Lord, till, tired with theuits of 
shadows~ the year now begun shall witness many of 
t.hem end without hopet a life employed to DO pur .. 

• pose. ' 
I.,et us all, then, who would avoid 8 catastrophe so de.. -

plQrahle, adopt the prayer which the pious man of old ad· 
dregsi'd Co his Maker: ~ So teach us to ntUllOOr 

days that we m&yapply our· hearts unto-wisdollL' n • 

FAITH. 
, • 

• 

. ts How beautiful nnd how striking the expression, of the 
• 

apostle, • We walk by faith.' He is writing to the CorinG 
thian Christians. and in order that. he may petsuade ~b~m 
not to be' cast -down in the -midst- cf their tria.ls· and 

--- .. _. .. _. - - - . ' 

afflictions, he directs 'their attentron to their (house not .. 

nmde with hanes et.ernal in the he8.vitns,' , Therefore,' 
he add~~n'We al'e-nlways-c-ontiii'Emt,-knowing- that-whilst 
we a.re at home (or more properly, ~"~j()Urnillg) in th~ 

boay! we are absent from the Lord; for we walk by 
faith, not by sight.' This l~t olanse is added as the· 
re,!tS(ln of the contidlSnce which· the apo3tle profhssed' TI 

• 

ho walked by faith. ------- "_".n~_n. .----- . ___ .• __ ._ .. n '. 

. Had he l on the cOD.trary r walked by sight ... " ,·had h& 

• 
• 
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, 

judged the Lord (by feeble 'sense,' and regulated hiS 
, 

conduct according to the maxims of world 'y wisdom, how 
differtmt would have been his course, and. bow different 
the result. He would have escaped '; persecutions,' the 
'cruel 8courgings and mockings.' th., 'perils' by land 
ud sea which he so frequent.ly endured; he would have , 
trimmed his sails to catch tbepopular breeze, and with 

• 

his' ~entsJ his acquirements, and the' advantages of his 
. . into society, he would doubtless ha vo lived 
admifed and conrted by the wise and the learned of the 
age· " the Jewish scribe and the Greek philos()pher~ 

But what would the end have been 1H~ might have 
died with the . and unreasonable composure of 
a Socrates, with the brutal heroism of a: 0&10, or the 
mountebank vanity of. an Augustus; bilt we should never 
haye heard the triumphant exclamatic ' a soul longing 
, to and be with' Christ.' '0 death, where is 

• 

thy sting? 0 grave,where is thy victory l' Like .. Ha-
drian or Hume, he might have uttered fool·hardy jCllts at 
the a:pproach a(' death j' but there would have been no .. 
record fu heaven or on ea.rth of a man~ who; after a.life:~· 
of unparalleled exertion and uneq\1alled suffering, went in '. 
calm serenity to the block, ultering . the memorable 

, -

words... f I ha va fought' ~l good fight., I btl V6 finished my" 
• 

course,' I ba\1'8 kept the' truth; henceforth -thare : is 'laid 
up in heav~n for me a elown o(iigliteorisnesst- wruch--Ute . 
Lord. the righte.ous Judge,shall giu~ me at that day: and 

• 

not to me only, but unto. all them ,that love hL a.p-
pearing.'· , 

In view of such an exit from tho world ~ this, who 
, 

doGS not exclaim, ' Let .me die th", dea.th of the righteous, 
, 

,~1'\d let my last end be like his?' ., We walk by faith.' 
ThUD did Paul. In the mids~ of s' wicked al . '.-perv~rse 
ge-Derati.o~, -in the midst of tenlptatione-arid trials; with 

• 7° 
• 

, 
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tWery-thingiliat--could-tempt--or-allUft)- -him- to- tum
he ' walked -by faith.' By faith he traced the footsteps 
of his ascended Lord and followed them with undeviating 
course. B} faith he beyond the hcavs1.as and 
there beheld 'Jesus ilia Forerunner' en~red into rest 

-
and \vaiting to welcome all his faithful followers. Upon 
this object as upou the guiding and illumina.ting star of 

• 

his path through -earth's wilderness, he _ fixed his stead .. 
fast eye' looking wHo Jesus the Author and Finisher of 

• 

his faith.' It was this confidence in things unseen that 
enabled him to en.dl.!r6 unto the end. And· how muoh 

• 

more good might Christians' effect, how many more trim 
llmphs over t.he world. the flesh and the Devil might they 

• 

achieve, would they cultivate more the grRCf\ of faith in -
their ~e8.tts. Not a. d6ad faith, a faith speculatively f'~r .. 
:rect$ empty, \-,un. inoperative ;bntthat. true and living 
faith whichw()rAs by love, a.nd 80 purifies the heart, and 

. by purifying the heart informs the head, and thus leads_ 
to holy, beneficial and well-sustained action. 

When. nb.! when will Christians learn to (w-5&lk by 
faith'·-to Ii we confessing t1l6~selves 'strangers and 
pilgrims here' .... by the exercise of faith to forsake the 
worhl and its vanities, and daily and hourly go up and 
hold Bweetcon verse witl1a~intsand JiIlg~l~jnJigbt,ulVho 
dwell in those heaVE,:u1Y mansions which are soon to be 
their own etcrnal home 1" _ . . 

-- --- - - --.- --- - -- _.-.- - ¥', -" - -- -. ---~-,,-- -- - - - ---.--- --- - --

• 

• 

CONVERSION OF TH£ WORLD. 
, - - _. - - - . --

H ,,;r't said last week that this the most glorious en-
terpl"i~'i.!, in. which human beings had ever been engaged. 
It if; £10, ' 

1. Because of the extent of the enterpris8~- Too often 
11 i.5the cese tha.t the schemes of man, even when d~ 

• 
• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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eXecute it! The work indeed is the lAid's, bot the church 
is the . by which he executes it. And it is 

t too, to its . A '. it ... 
dic.;ate this. 

, Let the infidel scoff, let the bigot raTel let the multitude 
deride and contemn; but who that love8 the Lord Jesus 

. Christ, at such a. time as this, will stand idly by, and will 
not rather take up his . and mar.ch to th-e van.' 
Cheered on by 80 many tokens of victory, upheld hy the 
promises of an Almighty Rede'emer, and looking for WaM 
to a crown that alrea4y glitters in his view, before whose 
brightness the stars of heaven are dim,,' ,where is the 

who does not pant for action, or who fears what 
ca.n do unto him? 

Now is the time, ob ! Christian . Gird llpyour loins and 
go forth Go as Davi,i went, in the of the Lord of 
Hosts, and as surely as he triumphed 80 will you. And 
IUl surely as your Redeemer liveth, 80 smely will he 
with his own handa place the crown of victOry 
your head." 

, 

, 

, EUROPE. 

, ., 
Marcil 27th, 1834. 

cc THE moral and political aspect of this quarter of the 
globei3,at the present time, peculiarly interesting. ThoUgh 
thl8 smallest of the four grand divisions of the globe, it is, 
and r."r cen~urie8 has been, by far the mOtJt'important. 
The history of civilization, the annals of literature, the 
reecmi of important discoveries, the hi,tories of the tri- , 
umphs of Art and Science, over ignvrance Bod barbarism, 
seldom extend beyond this favoured portion of tbe . 

. from the anoah of the human race the records of 





• 
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audaciously sat the Popes surroullded by a . 
venal, ignolant, and debauched in a degree 

eltceedi~g belidf; themf!elves distinguished from 
, 

their spiritual v&ss\i.lst o'oly by that , . nee in all 
. er of wickednesa which their power enabled them 

to commit; issuing their anogant and impiotl8 decrees 
. which w«e c to bind kings with chain8,~ and ( nobles, 

with fetters of iron.' Monks, friars, and nunB, mendi-
, 

cants without name and without degree, filled the mon .. 
&.stanes and nunneri(l'lR that .every wbere abmJnded;with 
riota a.m! debaucheries that cannot be described, or 
swanned over the land, .like the lice of-Egypt., eating up 
aU its fair fruits,\ud inspiring loathing and abbonen-:c py . 
their pestilential p,fesence. From ~he Pope to the sov .. 
ereign, the noble, 8Jld thUB down to the peasant and the 
sen.. Superstition extendecL ber Sy~ri'f:-..! and brutali~ng 

• 

influences. Beneath her benumbing grasp the palsied 
• 

sank down unnerved, unmanned; and . 
as his got1s and revered as his Saviour, . of 

and stone, which his own hands did, or might 
; or 1reasur;e~ in his bosom as the ' pearl of great 

, 

price,' re~ics of"" . name and hue,' a lock of hair, a 
piece of dried skin, a thumb or a toe nail, med upon 
him by hungry~d. mer,dicant piety, re veQerated as 
the means and the pledge of salvation, And", hO''Y6SCO 

re "ens' ·this diabolical 6uperstition assumed the namb . 
and the offices of the CHRISTIAN RELIGION •. 

Such was ihe state of Europe when the star of the 
'Rerorma~ion' dawned upon it ",that star of glorious 

mise, the harbinger of the S.un of Righteousness, 
whose beams are to . . and purify the whole eauh~ 

• 
From that to the present, the conBiet between .. '~ 

. '.. pow em of . darkness, has continued without i~ 
, 

, , 

• • terruption. To' mere worldly obacrver, success on 

• 

• , 
, 

, 

• 

• 

, 

• 

• 





, '. , 
• 

• 

• 

. - " 
" • • , ........l. " . . . - , . 

• . , 

85 ," . 

. ' , ' 
• , • 

. : ~ , 

might been . The Ga,llican 
been . n;lrtiv>f,~ under the leaden influence of 
Rome, , h.~ found it necessary ~ be ex", 

• • 

ceedingly wary how he touched the fiery st>irit of the 
Gaul. Tho GaUican ohurch has enjoyed immunitiea 
gum ted to no other, and which fear alone ex.torted from 
the Roman Pontiff. Yat enough' was not conceded to 

. fy the' of the ri~ing 8piTi~ of freedom; and 
chains t , ' .' in tho darkness of the pit, were, !SO . , 

artfully' aroUnd the giant limbtl of Fx'anc6, that she lay a 
victim at' th& footstool of tyranny temporal and spiritual, 
until j at the epoob of the Revolution, with convulsive 
energy she hurst a8sunder her bands, and in Uto'first mo· 
menta of hel gratified ha.te, inflicted such vengeanco 
upo~'her oppressors 83 made even hum~nity recoil wilh 
honor from the speotaele. Yet when we consider the 

. nature of the long train of events that preceded the 
Fl'ench Revolution, the varioua causes tending to produc~ 
it, and how long a high spirited and generous people 
been goaded and oppressed by a sottish, venal priesthood 
and a. debauch~d monarchy; it ~em8 to us that that ter .. 

", ribia c8ts s1J:ophel& ra:~er to ,be deplored wonder .. 
ed at. 

AA might have been expected, France, exulting in the 
first moments of her recovered freedom, went to the other 
extreme, and from having believed too much, refused to 

belieye Olly thing. She became a nation of i else 
And such, to a great extent, she remains at the presont 
day. Withhor, priest is butanother name for bigot, and 
Cluistianity Bbe confounds with Superstition. The mis .. 
take' is a very natural one, yet it is not the leas. to be 
deplored. Still there is hope for her, and w 
promises a thou88 ,nd times sooner than if ahe. 
had remained a vassal of the Pope. If enor is ent-

8 

• 

• 

• 
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state. of G t while on th&8ide of ;deapotilm there 
will 11111y Russia.. the head and soul K)f the confed .. 
eracy ... Austria, . aodilia Pope in ~., double 
character of a temporal' and a spiritual prince. We think 
the movements in Europe. indicate that thia union of kin
dred ,in which when it happens will necessa
rily produce hostility, .. is even now taking place and 

• 

win soon be consummated. Then will como the war 
• 

of opinions pr-edict{\d by NAPOLEO ' war more dread-
ful, and more nerce than any which Europe has yet wit

Yat the final result, though long 5uapendijd, 
cannot be doubtful.. Truth will triumph; Freedom wiD 
triumph; Religion, will triumph. Babylon will have 
fallen. have fallen; her iri'cantatiOnB and her sorceries 
will no longer delude or destroy the human mind; a.nd 
abe will no longer present an insurmountable barrier to 

!he progress of religion' pure and ,undefiled.' 

, , 

Such. if we read the signs aright, such is the pr~. 
sent condition, such the fut'.!re prospect of the Europ~an . 
nations. If in ibc futt: t'~ there is much to excite regret, 
there is alae much to animate and encourage the friends 
or God. It is plain th&t the reign or misrule, &n'd. des .. 
potism, and anarchy, and superstitious. bigotry are Boon 
to come to an end. True its down-fall will not probably 
be . accomplished, except at the expens~ of much blood 
and t ButTering. But though God. pelmits the earth .. 
quake iUld the alGI III to desolate the earth, we know that 
they ilre necessary to purify a cOllupted atmosphere. 
And as in the physical 80 in the moral world, though 
commotioJl~ war, and carnage are painful in their opera
tions, they may be necessary in their results. And in ~ 

• 

events. the Christian is assured that the peaceful reign 
of the Redeemer is hastening onwatd, when there 

• 

, 
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, 
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, 

May 1.«. 1834 

--' . 

attll . to hold the pen. The 
our have been 

• 
{N'ln 

.. 
to us one ot 

But , 

when &tDctified by the presence and teachings of the 
Holy S "t. VUe return to our work, with accumulated 

• 

rnori yes) and. as we hope, a to be 
'diligent in busin~ fel vent in spirit, serving the 

, 

lAOrfl.1J , 

'And must Miltestly and affectionately would we ex
hort our readers.. that whatsoever their hand findeth to 

, 

dOt they do with their' Rspeci~ny do we en .. 
treat those who have not yet commenced the ork of 
their salvation, that they delay it no longer. A sick or 
a dying bed, when the mi ad is distracted with paint or 

in the contemplation or the awful eternity that 
is ope,rung upon its, vie~, is no time to seek a Saviour. 
Seek him now then, t bile he lI1ay be found, call upon 
him hUe he is near.'And remember that whether we • 

make haste, or not, to secure an interest in his J 

time is surely and swiftly hastening us to the grave and 
the J u ant. H soctln will all \V he read this 

". ' 

gnsph be sleeping in theilr tombs! Some undoubt " " 
the writer aUlon~~ them· will be canied out in 

seaSOD for the flowers of the coming summer to 

, 

, 
, 
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, 

, 

, 

, 
, 
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. How the rellection. and yet 
• 

• 

VAIN PHIl,OSOPHY . 

. ' . . A.,gust 21st, 1834. 
" If there ever was e. sincere inquirer aftor truth it wos 

Jonathan Edwards. And how few Cri·n hope to pOssess, 
• 

in an e ual degree, the advantages for pursuing the in-
quiry w ioh he possessed t . 

Lea:rned, pious, acute, and ~rseveringt he was yet 
humble and docile as 8. child. In him pride of opinion 
was never stronger than love for tho troth .. And yet his 
great work on the Freedom of the Will is, in one respect, .. 
I. signal failufP. He has indeed abundantly proved &hat 
man is a free agent, 0.8 also that aU his actions are fore .. 
known an~ fore-determined by his Maker. But there 
needed no long train of philosophical reasoning to prove 
these, doctrines- ,the Bible had already clone it before 
him. Yet in his attempt to reconcile these great truths 
to each other he has entirely failed. And if he failed. 
who shall succeed? Nor is this faillll'e to' be wondered 
at ; . for this very question David bad confessed himself 
unequal to meet :. ""l Such knowledge is too wonderful 
for me; it is,,,hlgh, I cannot attain unto it. J 

Now here lies the gTea.t error of too many men." -In-
• 

8~t\il of being' satisfied with ascertaining the existence 
of Ii truth., they must needs determine the mode of its ex
istence. But this is an abuse of their powers of reason- . 
ing, and it is of such very persons that Paul speaks, when 
he says, l Professing themselves to be wise, they became 
fools.' The great Apostle was as prompt to rebuke the 
prcmlmption of those who would have, a God too well 
known., as he was to denounce the 8upen;lition of. those 
who built alUlIs to the UnknoYJn God .. 

8* 

, 

• 

• 

• 
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. If we cannot revealed truths • 
• • 

80 U to make tham consistent with eaoh other t we ha.ve 
not, in consequenoe. any right to conclude th&t their 
agreement is impossible. Y et,how often been 
done, to the ship-wreck of faith u of souls. The doc
trines of the . Trinity, of Election, &e. are beyond our 
reason, but what rig-Ilt have ,we to eay, that they are 
contrary to it 1 Who, of man, or of created be
ings, is authorized to pronounce upon the possible limits. .. 
tiona of the Untreated One? How can we tell that as 
much Tlutb is not given as we can bear to know t Who 
shall say that if God had revealed to us more of his eter
nal purposes and Godhead, tho kno.wledge would not 
have overwhelmed us T tho light have been too great for 
our weak nerves to bear, and thus have made us alto.. , 

• • 

gether blind Y Let these questions be satisfactorily an· 
swered, before \ve venture to complain of obscurity in the 
revelations of the Divine Mind. Let us cease, there'· 

, 

fore, perplexing o~rselvea in vtt.in auempts to' find out 
the ighty.' We are finite, and how ·can we expect 
to fathom and comprehend the questions of Freedom, 
Necessity. and the Origin of Evil t whic}t reach through 
Infinitude, &lld take hold of the very Throne of Ood 1 
How can we construct a problem which shall embrace 
within its terma al~ the elemonts of Eternity? 

Troth, a8 much of it as we need to know, is within 
u-a. In Ollr Boul of souls, in that consecrated region of 
the heart never disturbed by A.rgument or invaded by 
Doubt" lies a deep fountain of Truth, whose waters a.re 

, 

continually welling up. Here let us drink and be re-
, 

freshed, neither asking how it came there, since it comes 
from that' stream which flows' fast by the Throne of 
God,' nor seeking to fathom its depths. It is enough 

its are sweet, and that they are perennia.l. 

.. 

• 
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Beyond 
• 

we cannot bow, and we must not seek. to 
know. 

We we,re sent into this world not to dispute the 
next, but to prepai6 for iL Of the next world we can 
know nothing but by revelation from Him who made it.. 
That re'felation has been given us, and now let us not 
S1'!ck to be wise above what is wriuen. Let us seek 

• 

rather to resolve no questions which a:te not requjz ed of 
us, and whenever . culties in the PUlposes 
and Providence.s of meet us &9 we jomney tows'lds 
our heavenly home, let us contentedly, and even cheel' 
fully, say: 

4 God I, his 0\1111 tnte.1 pa 0., 
. And Bo can m,h it pla!n.~ !'I 

THE VANITY OF MAN. 

ANgust 28, 1834 . 
.(, IT was a. beautiful of the Greek philosopher, 

when he ,compaled the life of mBn to a buhble.. Along 
the stOlmy ocean of life the diEerent genel&tions otmen 
arise like bubbles on a stre best a tear-drop in
flated with air. Some of these bubbles sink at once into 
the mass of wa.ters whence they came ; others float up 
and down for a tUiU or two upon the tops of the restless 
waves, and disappear; and even those which re
main the longest are in perpetual agitation and restless .. 
ness, the sport of every breeze and every tide, until they 

, 

too are swallowed up. 
It is even so with man. Some are hor:n only tbatthey 

may die " like the bubble blown up and destroyed by the 
saInti breath of air. Some abide a little longer) to bear 
the peltings of the stonn, bll~ their fragile fonos ate 
broken by the violence of the tempesL. And that 

, 

- , 
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endure for a Bea80~ what are their lives but one con-
tinued .scene .4f disquietude, disappointment and doubt; 
while like the bubble tosse.u upon the unquiet waters, 
they find no festing place for a moment. until they sink 
ba.ck into the from whence they were taken. 

The Bible. abounds with the most impressive figures 
to teach us the vanity of human life. ' For what is your 
life t' 'saYB James, 'It is even' a vapor. that appeareth 
for a little time and then vanisheth away.-~ 'We spend 
our years,' says Moses, 'as 8. We that is told! 'Be-· 
hold,' says the plaintive David, ' behold, thou hast made 
my days as an handbreadth, and mine age is as nothing 
before thee; verily every man at his best state is alto
gether vanity.' 

Can any thing be more affecting than this T It is the 
language of a king· " of one who had passed through 
many vicissitudes in life, having ascended from the oc
cupation of a shepherd, to the station of king over all 
Israel. He had reached the summit, the world had no

. g more to give; yet looking back upon the past, and 
round u the present scenes of his life, he sighs at the 
reflection, which is forced upon his mind, that they are 
'altogether vanity! Alas! the man has never lived, 
whether king or peasant, whose breast has not been 
heaved by the same sigh, whose heart has not been sad
dened by the samo reflection. 

The causes that conspire to make the life of man on 
earth a ' vanity,' and even a vexation of spirit are many. 

1. He is a stranger hera ' ,he is not at home. His 
" 

company, the scenes around him, every thing he secs, 
all he hears, are not adapted to his tastes, not fitted for 

• 

his capacities. Like the cRe,aed b~ his food is insipid, 
his vision confined, and he cannot choose but pins in his 
solitude, as he thinks of the purer light, the brighter 

.. 

• 



, 

, 
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scenes. and the boundless, '. ". :t!nong .which h~ would 
, 

fRin, with unfettered wing,', .' B?Oit he is bound 
to earth i clogged with clay; 'tmd he who is to soar 
and sing in the heav~~J: must grovel in the .dust. And 
here feeding oil: .. "lives the dead till Time 

, ,can dig his gta,-e' into which he creeps and is seen 
no more. . 

2. The vicissitudes of life aie nothing but a aeries of 
disappointments. ether for or for ill. none of 
all our ten che' cd plans have succeeded ex .. ' 
actly to our wish. The came too sooo or 
too late; the scheme failed altogether, or its result was 
different from what desired or ' And if no 
present evils press upon us, we are distressed with the 
apprehensions of future, or disquieted with th~ remem
brance of past misfortunes; and at best our hopes do 

, 

but struggle with our fears, while we ale left desolate. 
\Va are always either troubled or dissatisfied; and if no. 
thing else makes us uneasy, even the very absence of our 
accustomed tormentors will make us so. And heroin ap
pears the vanity of our state, that not,biDg restlains us 
from the madn~s and ri~tiDg of prosperity, but that every 
cup we put to our lips, is dashed with the bitterness of 
gaB. Thus i1 has been said of man that' he is 
always restless and uDe8sy,-he dwells upon the waters, 
and leans upon thorns, and lays his head upon 8. sharp 
stone.' 

And what does the e rience of every man but echo 
back the declaration of the prophet, , Cursed be the man 

, 

that trusleth in man, and maketh flesh his ann?' He 
who does it leans upon a cracked reed that sooner or 
later win break beneath .. . Nisus and E woo) - , 
lades and Orestes may live in fable and in song, but. tliey 

, , 

, 

, 
, 

• 
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have never lived any where else. For so certain as 
winter succeeds summer, so true is it that 

C The frionds who In our live, 
In wintry days are ; 

And he who hu but tears to giTO, 
Must woop thOlo teal' I alune! -

• 

• 

This is poetry, it is true; but it is not action, as many a 
deserted ' many a desolate bosom can witness. Like 

• 

motes in tho sunbf')ams , friends or around even to' an-
, .. , 

nayanco in the days of prosperity, but at the first cloud 
thattobscures the sky, at the first sound of the distant 
thunder they fice away, and leave him upon whom they 

, 

h~ fattened, to bide alone the fury of the ,storm. Suoh 
• 

is human friendship; so empty, so valueless.' ',' : 
Whither, then, shall the heart·stricken mourner hun 1 

-
In the desolateness of his misery must he die, as he has 
lived, without hope 1 No, he need 'noL As he fieas to 
the grave, as to a refuge and a rest from ills he . 
longer endula, Religion, heaven descended, meets ' 

, 

and bids him no further despair. She tells . of One 
whose friendship never fails, whose promises are ne,ver 

,broken of One who' having loved his own -loveth them 
unto Uw end.' She points him to a world where ingrati .. 
\ude and selfishness are unknown; where the tear of an
guish never flows, the sigh of SOIlOW is never heaved; 
where no fain regrets, no anxious fore ings, intrude 
upon the heart overflowing with joy; and bids him lie 
down and rest in hope, for that world is all his- own. 
Who, then, would wish to live! or rather, who would not 

" 
wish to die ? Who is not ready to say with Job, , I would, 
not live always l' Borne down with the weight of 'sm, 
oppressed with a sense .r his unwOlthjn~8s and the 
faithlessness of others, while the whole creation is 
groaning 3J oood . , being like . , c made subject to 

• • 

" 

• 

.' 
• 

, 
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vanity,' wQa1 would. th~ Cbli!rtian, he,bnt long 
to die !. ",,-to clG66 his eyos and shut lii.s e81S the 
scenes and the discords of e8l'th, until he ca.n open them 
to the beauties and the melodies of heaven ?U , 

SIR ISAAC NEWTON. 
, 

" WE have just been looking thlOUgh the, life of this 
great man, by Dr. Brewster. It is exceedin . 
ing as detaiiiDg the prooess and the severaI 8te~ by 
which he a.scended to the visible heavens, and tfiere 
walked with with the stars beneath his' feet. Yet 

, , 

thnu,!6h he~i1B~&lded so high, and s . where the hori-
zons of a. tbG~3and worlds fell within his vision, though 
he looked npward and around into heights and , 

, 

where the eye oi~rso other mm·tal, a:a'Ve that of Laplace, 
has pierced, he . and E'xpressed the humblest' of 
his own powers and acquisitions. 
, To others, to the great mass of mankind, he seems to 

have becn borne en the wingg of thought, even to the ut-
, 

most verge of Natule's dominions, to have' explored with 
unerring ken her most secret chambers, and to have un- . 
covered and brought to the light all those secret springs, 
that complicated machinery, by which she enforces and 
re ates the movements of systems and suns, 'all 
their worlds, through the regions of space. And BUen is 

, 

the fi'.eati ment of the respecting him :- . 
, 

, 

'Nft·turo and Natcn o's laws lay hid in night., 
• 

God stUd, LeL Newton all 'Wu light.' 
.. . 

.. But hear his own estimation of all that he 
, 

cd: ' I do not know,' said hert" I may 
the world, but to myself I seem to have been 
boy playingon the seashore, and diverting myself'in 

• 

. ',. 

, 
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and then finding a. smoother pebble or a. prettier, shell 
than oldinary, while the gras.t ocean of truth lay all un· 
discovered before me.' This is undoubtedly the true 

• • 

estimate, and what a lesson does it teach to. the vanity nf 
man! If Newton thus humbled hirnself b.efore the Un ... 
created Intelligence, because, with all his efforts, be 
could . 80 little of Hig ways, what room is left f~r 
others to boast 1 This' most instructive declal&tion tAf ... 

fords another proof, that the studies of the Book of Na
ture and of Revela.tion lead to the same result, though in 

. erent degrees, and that the student of each will, in 
reference to their Author, be ready'to say, in the words 
of the 

• 
• '{'he mOle Thy glories .bike my view, 

The humbler 1 shaU He.' . 

And who, we a.sk~ in the pride of human 8tren 
and wisdom will venture upon. a voyage over that· 
shadowy OCE}an, from which Newton sb back dis
mayed·t Or, if the example of . great man. wiU not 
deter us, at least iet us bewamed from the i enter
prise by the innumerable wrecks which strew its shore, 
of those who have made the attempt and pelished. And 
yet this Ocean must be passed ere we can be at 16St. It 
rolla between Time and Etetnityf between Earth, .. and 

• • 

-Heaven; and it is on its outmost shores, far, far beyond 
all . .ken, that the land of promise lies~ There, 
~d there only; are those' sweet fields' that 

, Stand drest in living grMn i' 

there the 'flowery mounts;' there Jeaus, the -Foreran
ner, and the assembly 'of the saints made perfect; there 
the River of life, and there the Paradise of God. 

But "let us not be dismayed. It was 88 a. Philosopher 
9 

, 

• 

• 

.c 

• • 

• 



• 

• 

• 

98 KEMOIR OF THE 

that Newton feared to venture u its waves, and not 
as a C . tian. Science could not· bear him over in 

, 

safety; but Faith could. While even to the eagle eye 
of Science aU 'Was unmitigated da.rkness, Faith wilh yet 
keener vision could pierce the gloom, far above the 
region of the tempest, could discern the Star of Betide
hem shining mildly and tranquilly down, and ,guiding to 

the haven of peace. She, too, and she alone, though the 
Bea and all the waves thereof roar, could hear the voice 

, 

of " who u the waters, saying, 'It is li , 
be not afhlid.' With such a guide the Christian embark .. 
ed in confidence, and, we cannot doubt, landed in safety. 

And this, after all;-was the true glory of Newlon. For 
. while he questioned Nature with high ana daring resolve, 

and compelled her to wsclose her most hidden secrets, 
be never questioned. Nature's God. All the paths by 
which he walked -her labyrinths terminated in a. 
Grea.t First Ca.use, and beyond that he would not move a 
step. Beyond that he knew and felt was a region of 
'emptiness' and·' no . gness' where .he could not 
stand, -with 'darkness upon the face of the deep) which 
-the Omniscient Eye alone could pierce. Hence to his 

-

own mind, his profoundest researches served but to con. 
fum the troth revealed from heaven, .c In the beginning 
God created the heaven and-the earth! And thus it was 

, 

that his highest flights carried· him no higher than to the 
feet of Jesus, where he sat down to learn the simple yat 
sublime doctrines of tho gospel, with all the' docility and 
single-heartedness of a child. -' 

The whole history of human learning and sci
ence atrords nothing so affec~ingly instructive in 
lOOpect; as the example of Newton. Not that he is the 
only insta.uce where profound ants.have been 

subservient to the cause of divine 'OAth. . Far from - -
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it. . By much the grea.ter nUllIb,et' of those names, which 
in modem days have illustrated ~e circle of the sciences, 
are. found enrolled among the humble followers of the 
Lamb. But as of all these names Newton's is the most 

• 

illustrious, so perhaps was his humility the most sincere 
and ULfeigned." . 

, 

The Editor of the Observer frequently. rode into the 
country around St. Louis, preaching and attending meet
ings of the Synod and Presbytery, as also, meetings for 
various benevolent objects. A sabbath spent· at Apple 
Creek is thus 

Appk1 Creek, May 22c1, 1835. 
U THE church at Apple Creek, with the exception of 

the First church in your city, is the largest in the State .. 
The number of members retmned to the General AS3em-

.' " . bly of 1834, was 206. I forgot to enquire the present 
number. The congregation also, worshipping with this 
church· is, I judge, much more numerous, than any other 
out of St. LOuis. Indeed, from what I saw, I should 
think it would ~me but little short, in point of numbers, to 
the first society in that city. '"ro safl the congregation 
assemble, reminded me of the descriptions I haw'e often 
read, of the gathering of the Highland clans at the 
musler call of their leaders. An unpraclisedeye could 

, 

discern not the least sign that would betoken the vicinage 
of buman' beings. But at. the first sound of the bugle, 
every brake, and hollow, the sbieling of every hin, would 
pour forth its tide of living beings to swell the number of 

, 

the gathering multitude. :Even so it was here. The 
meeling-house stands de~ply embowered in the woods, 
which shut the prospect in on every side. Arriving 
there, a short time before the hour of worship, a person 

• 
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accustomed ~ live in cities, . would concludq that few 
would be there to disturb his ,oli meditations; . but 
as the appointed hour approaches, an une ctedchange 
passes over the scenc. As if by magic, it becomes at 

once animated with the presence of living beings. 
From every quarter, and almost from behind every tree, 
the hardy yeomanry of the country come pouring in, ac
companied by their wives, children, _ and sweethearts. 
Generally they come on horseback, the young men glory
ing in their horsemanship, as they curicola from side to 

side of the narrow pathway, to remove the overhanging 
limbs and grape vines, lest they annoy the damsels who 

. are riding at their elbows, while the man of middle 
age, sobered. by matrimony, comes jogging up, with his 
wife' behind, and his child before him, on the same ani
mal. I envy not the man his feelings, who can look upon 
such Wlsophisticated examples of domestic happiness 
and youthful hopes, and not find his. heart pervaded with 
sympathizing gladness. These are the aober enjoyments 
of every day life, which a. benevolent God gives to 

every one 'Yho has not weakly or wickedly thrown them 
away. 

Entering tpe house of God, you look round upon a most 
interesting assembly. Nearly all but the younger pan, 
ha.ve been gathered from distant regions; they have 
come to die in a land unknown to their fathers, but not 
80 to their fathers' God. Him they still worship, as 
they worshipped him, in the hours of their infancy,-"-

, 

theirs is the same Redeemer, the same promises, the 
same gospel, and theirs, too, the same assmance of im
mQ~ality. Here, close by the pulpit, is an aged pilgrim. 
He has travelled seven hundred miles' leaning upon the 
top of his staff' but his journies are now over, save the 
last one that all must take, and from which nO.ne retulu .. 

• 



• 
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His head is like the almond uee, and he goes bowed down 
alway';" but he cannot fall, for· a Saviour'~ aIm upholds 

• 

him. Let him go in peace; let no one seek ~o detain him, 
, 

when his Redeemer calls him to his presence, He 
may clothe that mortal with immortality .. 

y on~er sits a manor middle age, with his family 
around him, his beloved and affectionate paJ tner ~d his 
children, the youugest now verging upon manhood and - . 
womanhood. His WllS a covenant, and, in his case, well 
has he shown·himself, a. covenant-keeping, Gob. Dedi
cated . elf in infancy, to the God· of A braham, with a 
heart overflowing with gratitude for the privilege, as God 
gave him children, from time to time, he presented them 
in the anus of faith before the altar, that the name of 
Israel's God might be named· upon them, and they too" 

• 

be embraced·in the provisions of the- same gIacfous and 
ever . covenant .. He brpught them up in 'the 
nurture and admonition of the Lord,' and now God 

• 

has given them all to him again, in a second birth. The 
world calls these children r,and this family obscure. 
But is it 80 1 Children of the covenant, the Spirit has now 
sealed them as heirs of God's eternal kingdom trace 
their cOUise a few years onward, and they are seen 

. , 

shining in that kingdom, higher and brighter than lhe 
stars forever and ever. If . be poverty and obscuri
ty, then what are this world's riches and splendor 1 

There is a young woman· no father or mother has ahe 
to whom she may look for cOUDsel and instruction, no 
sister into whose sympathizing· bosom she 'might pour 
her joys and sorrows, -no brother on whom to lean for 

• 

that support, which none but a brother can ·give. And 
yet she is not alone. Daily she communes with her Sa
viour, and ugh him, with heaven and all its delights. 
On' she leans, from him she receives counsel and 

" 96 
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instruction, while in obedienice to his commands she seeks 
to fulfiU as an' hireling ber day,' that when it· is over, 
ahe may go to rest in His bosom forel-yet. ' 

"Such are some of the varieties of character to be met 
with in a congregation in Missouri. Alas! it is to be 
feared there are others ·of Ill. diffirent type. There 'may 

• 

be the ,hoary head, with ltIl its sins resting ~nforgiven 
upon it., there may be the Illpostate frolll the' church and 
the altar of God. there It· young man, who has broken 
awa.y from the restIaints of a pious home, to commence a. .. 
career of vice I:Uld proffigai~y: and ther~ another; who 
has renounced the God of his fathers, and having him .. 
self he come the head of.a. family, is foundiIig a new dy
nasty of rebels.' Better ha~ .~atma.n never been born ! 
I rejoice to say, that.! saw no indications of any such in 
the congregation at Apple Greek. The ass6!Dbly was 
universaJ.ly 1md uniformly a:ttentive and devout." -

• 
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seek Borne other fair interpretation of the words ' This is 
my body,' than the one you have given them, or else re· 
ject them altogether. And here I need be at n~ 108s. 
Turning to John x. 9, I find Jesus saying, , I am the , 
door;' and in John .x'v. 1, he says' I am the true vine,' 
yet you do not pretend to the Saviour literally say, 
that he, was a door or a vine. Or if he had, when speak
ing'to his disciples, intencied to be understood literally, 
and they had 80 understood his meaning,' they could not 
have believed him., They heard him say so, but they 
smelled, saw, and 'felt that he was not 80; and conse
quently must distrust their own hearing, or his veracity. 
And the case would be the same when sitting with him 
at the supper of the passover. If he declared to them 

. . 

that they were eating and drinking flesh and blood, they 
could only Imow that he did So 6y the sense of healing, 
whereas by three senses, taste, touch, and er.nell, they 
would be' assured .they were doing no Buch thIng. A c-
cording to the very laws.of the human mind, therefore" 
they CQuid not so understand him. 

~ , 

3. The only r~mark we have to make upon this argu-
ment, isy that no man, in his senseB, ever beli.yed fully 
and fairlv, the doctrine of transubstantiation. It iaim-

" 
possible that he should do 80. He might 3S well believe 
that fire is cold and ice is hat f or that a. thiBg is and is 
not at the same time. Let us not, be mi8unders~ood; 
there have, doubtless, been many men who honestly 
thaugh.t they believed it; but owing to the'prejudice of 
education, their minds, in this point, was dark, and saw 
things that were not as though they were. So often do 
we see individuals afflicted with mental imbecility on 

, 

some particular subject, but perfectly sane on every other. 
In this way we can account for the fact that many 
men have unquestionably supposed they believed the doc-

, 

-

• 

, 
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t~ ine of transubstantiation; a dogma 'which, if true, makes, 
-

as has been well said, evety other. truth a He." 
-, , 

, 

NUNNERIES. , 

"THAT these institutions should ever have acquired 
• 

any favour in a community so's ewd. sagacious, and 
suspicious as the American people arc, is truly a wonder. 
And that they should have succeeded in obtaining in
mates "from the families of Protestants and even members 
oftbe Church, is still alore astonishing, It is to be ac-
counted for on no common principle of hllman action. ' 
In this, as in other things, RQmanism has shown itself a. 
« mystery of iniquity.' 

What is a Nunnery ?'Have the American people 
ever asked themselves this question? And if so, have 
they ever reflected long enough upon it to obtain an an .. 
swer satisfactory to their own minds 1 What is a N un
ncry, we ask again 1 We will tell. It is a dwelling 
whose inmates consist of unmarried females, of all ages, 
tempers, dispositions, and habits. These females have 
entered into voluntary vows of chastity, poverty, and obe-

• 

dience to the rules of their ordef and their spiritual supe .. 
riors. They have been int1uced to take these,vows ,and 
exclude themselves from tha world, from various motives. 

, 

Some whose affectioDs were young and ardent, from disap-
pointment of the heart; some from love of retirement; 
aome from morbid sensitiveness to the world of society, 
and soma others, from the blandishments of Priests and 
Lady Superiors. In Europe there is another cause 1-

operating more than any other, perhaps than all others
which peoples the Convents. Unreeling parents, make 
them the receptacle of those daughters, who may be in 

. the way of the aggrandizement of other members of the 

, 

• 
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family, or who may be disposed to contract an allianc'e . 
which they ,will not approve. This, too,' is probably a 
remote cause of many entering convents 'in this country. 

Very wen; now let us take a Convent, whose inmates 
. -

have been brought together fr<?m causes like the above, 
There are the aged, the middle aged, the young, the ar
dent, the beautiful. Thus much concelning them we,ali 
know. 

But one of these communities issues, through their 
Superior, to the community in which it is situated, pro
posals for taking young ladies as inmates in their dwell
ing, and educating them there. This is all well enough. 
But now suppose a Protestant parent, before committing' 
his daughters to their guardianship, visits the Conyent to . 
learn something .of its character. He finds it situated in 
a retired place, surrounded with a high wall, embosomed 
in luxurious grov~. All tbe charms of nature and art 
are combined to render its retreat invitings and its bowers 
alluring. Into one only room can the visitant have ac
cess. Labyrinthian passages, in various direct.igns, lead 

• 

to apartments never to be profaned by a Protestant eye. 
All bere is seclusion and mystery. These doors are 
locked; and neither parent, brother, friend, nor even 
sister, can Uuu the key. Yet to this rigid exclusion there 
is one exception. The Catholic PrieaL is privileged to 
corne at all hours, and on all occasions as may suit his 
convenience. He has the' open sesame,' before which 
the d~or of every department flies open, and admits him 
to familiar, unrestrained intercourse with its inmates. 
-But who is the Catholic Priest? Is he aged, venerable ~ 
Is he even a married man? ~o:_ he is (or may_be) a 
young man, and like those whom he visits bound by his 
vow to a life of celibacy. And whatever his vow may 

• 

have been, his looks show abundantly that fasting, pen .. 
• 

• 

, 

• 
, 

• 
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anc~, and mortifying of the body no part -of his 
practice~ His is not the lean a.nd subdued countenance of 
the penitent, but t-he jolly visa.ge of the sensualist rather. 

-
Alas! for the ladies of the convent, if his vow of chaa~ty 
is kept no better tha.n his vow of poverty and '. 

• • 

And what reason have we to suppose it is ? If he- vio-
late it in ODe case, why not in the other? The' . 
tioD'is, at least, as great. _ -

"tV e will presenuhis subject in a little different light. 'OO 

. Suppose a dozen young ministers from the Theological 
Sominary of Princeton, having' just been ordained, should 
come out and take up their abode in the city of St. Louis • 

• 

Supposing some one of. our wealthy citizens, Of, if you 
please t citizens of Boston, or New York, should furnish 
them with the funds requisite to put up a. building in Rome 
retired pla.ce iI!. the oULskirts of the to . the 
'building finished· . furnished enclosed with -a high wall, 
evidently intended for exclusion. Suppose now the 
young gentlemen advertise in the newspapers of the city, 
that they have brought with them from Boston a dozen 
young ladiea, who have each made a solemn. promise 
that they will never marry, and that thea8 ladies are now 
in the newly erected building, prepared to opeil a' school, 
and to receive female pupils as boarders. Suppose they 
also should make it known that these young ladies had 
chosen onc of their own number or perhaps the 
ment might be that they should take turns in performing 
this.office, but always so that but one at a time should be 

• 

at "the ~ouse· to be their father confessor, and that he 
• • 

was to have access to their dwelling at -any or all times; 
coming and going, unquestioned, and that he, or certainly 
his fellows, w.ere to be the only ~ales who should have 
aecess to, or . authority in, the establishment. All this 

• 

being perfectly understood, let us, for the last iime, sup-
-

-

, 

, 

-
-
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pose that one of these young gentlemen should go round 
to the respectable families of (iur city, and solicit that 
their daughters might become the inma.tes,' as pupils, of 
their establishment. at zeceptbn would he be likely 
to meet· with? How many young ladies would he be 
likely to collect for his school? 

Yet, gentle reader, suppose aU the above conditions 
fulfilled, and you have a Protestant CONVENT, or NUN
NER Y, fOfllled, in all i~ essential features, on the most 
approved model of the Roma.ni8ts~ . 0 would hast a. 
dozen Protestant ministers, under such circumstances as 

, 

these 1 No one. And, indeed, the very fact, that they 
asked to be trusted would prove them all unworLhy.But 
do the annals of the Cbmch show that the Popish priest
hood are more worthy of trust, purer, holier than the 
Protestant clergy ?Rerul' Scipio de-Ricci,' and ',Blan
co White ;' read c Secreta Monita' of-the Jesuits, 'Bow .. 

• 

er's History of the Popes,' and' Text Book of Popery,' 
or if these will not convince, read Hume, G-ibbon, Rob
ertson, and even Lingard . elf. ,·read Roscoe's Leo 
the Tenth; na.y their own approved manuals of faith and 
practice. .Read these 'and know' that cOlluption, rank 
and foul, has always steamed and is' now steaming from 

• 

the' thousand monasteries, convents, and nunneries, that 
are spread, like 8o'msny plague spots, over the amface 
of Europe. . 

We ,do not say, for we do not believe, that they have 
reached the same degree of .pollution in this, couptry. 
Far from it sand yet we are no advocates of, or believ
ers in, their immaculate purity .. But what we say is this, 
that gO long as human n , remains as it is, 80 long 
will thete-ndency, the unavoidable tendency, of such in .. 
stitutions be to iniquity and corruption.. We care not in 
whose hands they are, Popish or Protestant, they tempt 

• 

• 
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to sin all who are connected, with them. We might 
even admit that they were founded with ' intentions " 
which, in -many instances, we have no doubt 'has been 
the case' , and still our objections to them would be no 

, ' ' 

whit lessened. Talk of vows of chastity,.in ," } of 
impenetrable seclusion, and amidst bowers of voluptuous .. 
ness and bea ! 'Tis a hl mockery, and especi-

, , 

ally with the records of histOry spread out before us. 
For that infonDs us that the Nunnery has generally been 

, neither melre nor less, a seraglio for the frial's of the 
monastery.'" ~ 

- , 

WHY DISCUSS THE SUBJECT OF POPERY 1 
-

, ' 

June 11th, 1835 . 
. " WE need not inform'our readers that our columns' have 

been, for some months past, considerably occupied with 
the discussion of Popery, in all its beatings, civil, and 
religions; social and intellectual. We now propose 
briefly, to state the reR30ns why we have thought proper 
to take such a,' com se. .,-

,I. It is not to gratify any personal feelings of our own. 
We can truly say that there is not a single'individual, a. 

, 

member of the Romish church, towards whom we have 
, ' 

a single feeling of unkindness. Many of them in this 
city, have been our personal friends, and for aught we 
know are so still . ·at any rate we are theirs. With the 
Romish clergy, we have no personal Q"cquaintance, and 
towards' them, as individuals, have none but the kindest 

, 

feelings of will. ' it being our daily prayer that they 
ma.y se6, and renounce, the dangerous and deadly erroia 
of their religions -creed. " .. , 

2. It is not that we'distrust the patliotism oLtha. mem-
-

bers of the Romish church in this city, that we' sound the 
10 . 

• , 

., 

'-

, 

• 

, " 
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-our head, in an. undiluted strea,1U of vulgarity 
abuse. Lastly. -there ·are many of our bretlu6n, who 
view the maUer ,in a light different from US; and from 
whom we receive. no aid, but discomagement J and 
cold At the East it is . alent; but where om 
paper· circulates, not one balf of the members of the dif· 
ferent Protestant churches, are awakened to a sense of the 
danger that is pressing u us from the meres,seof Pope-
ry. By many of our· . whom we respect, and 
whose g opinion we yviUue, we are called bigot, 

• 

fanatic, intolerant, qna.nels.ome; and besides have ofton 
• 

to e~counter the eoldregrets of many of our well-mean-
• 

ing, but timid brethlen.. These things have all along 
been seen and felt by ; and it will therefore be read· 

• 

ily acknowledged that in espousing the· cause we have 
chosen, we did it not for the sake of ,or of 
making oar -88 Editor, an easy on8~-" - . 

The question now rebUDS: why then choose 
such a. position, and why maintain it? Why continue 

• 

these attacks upon the tenets of Popery, when confess.. 
edly many .' consequences will result ? We 
are now prepared to give this question a abort and de-

• 

cisive answer. It is this. We maintain our 
against the prmciples and dogms.s of p\,\pery, because 
WE DEL1EV.E: THE CAUSE OF HUHANlTY, OF FREEDOM, OF' 

VITAL PIET¥, IN A.. WORD, THE CAUSE OF - TRUTH, DE

:MANOS IT. 

Such being oUr entire and undoubting conviction, we 
shoul~ be false to every sentime!lt we profess, a recre
ant coward in defence of every principle we hold most 

, dear, should we lay our weapons and retire, or 
permit ourselves to be ·driven field. The con .. 
test we admit, is an arduous one ; we have to bear up' 
against a host of oppoaing influences, that would long· 

• • 
• • 

• 
• 

-

• 
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dence in such 8. co-adjutor 1 None at all. Self-inter
est, real or supposed, placed the Courier where it is, 
and at its bidding It would go back to its old position. 

So here, in our own city. Unconnec.ted ,with any party, 
, but an American citizen, and as such, and.especially as 
an American C' deeply interested in ilie perpetu-

-
ity of our free institutious,our civil and religious freedom, 
we saw the of Popery upon both. We 
SllW the stealthy, cat-like step, the hyena griD, with 
w'hich the C Mother of Abominations;' was approaching 

. the Fountain of Protestant Liberty, that ahe might cast 
, 

into it the poison of her incantations, more accursed 
than was ever seethed in the Caldron of Hecate. -We 
sa w, too, that as it had been with us, so, it still was with 
most of our citize were insensible to the danger 
awaiting them. We raised the alarm. We have con
tinued to sound it aloud; and we have the 1m speakable 
gratification to know that it has not been wholly ~ vam. 
In the discharge of this sacred duty, owed first to 
our GOD, and next to our country, we have had' nt)thi,ng 
but & d conscience to sustain us. Obloquy and re-

, 

proach have been our portion; and who ventured to 

defend us? Not a single political press of any party. 
Discordant as might be their voices in other matters, 
they chimed harmoniously in attacking us, and defend
ing .the Papists. Thus the 'Republican' and the ' Ar
gus.' And why? Be.cause each wanted Catholic votes. 

, 

Well; the ( Argus,' it seems, has got them; and, the 
, ' 

, Republican' now says, through its correspondents at 

for saying; while the (Argus'redoubles its zeal and fury in 
their defence. We rejoice at the stand the' Republican' 
has now taken. We hope it will have courage to maintain 
it, but we greatly fear the contrary. Let history be consult .. 

• 

, 
" 

• 

, 

" 
' .. , , 

• , 

, 
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CHAPTER VIII. 
, 

,v'S. come now to the subject of Slavery. Articles 
upontbis subject were occasionally found in the" Obser
verU from,the beginnin~. It did not, howeverj' occupy a. 
larger proportwn of the entire sheet, than two and a hal 
millions heat' to fi.. teen millions. The Editor was, during 
this period, thorougly convinced of the sin of Slavery, 

, and, a.t the same time, cherished an ardent desire to see 
, 

it abolished. But he - seeking 8. point where these 
views, and' fJPPositio'fl to immediate abolition might be 
coinc~dent. To discover such n point, he ftamed all the 
moral problems, ant\ drew the figures for their illustration, 
which a. fertile genius, extensive knowledge, and honest 
intentions could devise. Tha.t point, however, we bardly 
Deed say, be never found. Thousands'made the same 
experiments before him, a~d many are · continuing these 
attempts, -destined, -we doubt-not,lo the- same' disappoint
men~. It is devoutly to be hoped, with equal fI'ank~ 
ness they will go their mistake, and come 
forth and stand, upon the immoveable basis of everlasting 
'1'1 uth. '- One thing always gave us pleasure, while we 
differed in opinion from our brother upon this subject,--

, 

he ever appeared, to act up .to the - light which' shone 
upon his path. When; therefore, he saw that immediate 
abolition was the only g~und on which to s~nd, and 

, 

move' the mass of cruelty, injustice, and cOh'l1pticin-w~h 
the word Slavery imports, he placed himself upon it, and 
here 'he conquered, though he fell.' 

, 

, -
- , 

-

• 

, 

, 

-
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• 

\Ve shall noW' givo such 6JtJ';;\Cts from the editorial 
pen as will e..'dUbit his sentiments, and the in 
which he treated . ~ subject.. . 

• 

SLA 

• • 

• 
• • . .. '" . .' . 

, , - , 
• •• 

• • • . _. 
, " .-.. , ., . 

Co' , 

, , " , 1834 . 

will chal ge ~ . fear 
our duty, but, be-

what that 
in the niidst of 

h' N' . _I) " must . un. or 18 ~~.;..-.he. 
• 

finds himself . eet of bitter invective and unmea.-
s , denunciation. As a oiall 
pretension, and . a the 
man-stealer, clime be As a. 
dUOOWl and accounted a profaner of the. symbols of 
his holy religion.. Held up to as a. . in 
human shape~ a tyrant who .1 in the inflicted 
upon his fellow ~ ,W6 ~ve never u'ontiered that 
wuler su<!h . it should be an . . sob-
. must be more hmm''l who . b&~' 

• 

s~nsible of the recoil in his ~ee: . H~ may at 
• 

• 

" 

• 

~- -. 
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same timo be wrong. Dut his early nssocio.tions"' hitl 
prejudices., are _.all upon the side of long established 
opinions; and hence it sho~d bardly be ted, that 
at the first glance, he: should see the truth as ono differ
ently situatetl may 6~ it, l!Jld instantly espousing the 
opinion of the op~i~- , give an evidence of his 

, c-

sincerity that tho:othet :wunevcr called to give, by pass-
ing '. frOUl: a.ftluence to poverty. In all con
troversies there is a strong tendency in the parties to 
take extleme ground,· - s in this·", "and hence he finds 

• 

. with views and feelings, a.nd base mo-
tives for his , which he is at the moment eon-
scious he does not ess, and which the very man who 
presses ilie charge against . ,in his cooler moments, 

not think of making. Celtain it is, that in this 
controversy, no one be persuaded -by naked denun~ 

. -
ciMion Of cool and temperate 
argument, supported by facts, per(otm the work. 
'. - It has been with pain that we have seen recently the 
hea.wl angry meetings a.nd.discUss~ons, which have 
taken place, amongst O1)f eastern bretbren of the Aboiition 

• 

and Colonization parties. Though' we bave certainly 
. . OJlr.own- - on this subject, yet, .. eschewing the 

,as we do, we are not disposed to set up our 
claims to infallibility in his stead, ~nd always regret 
when we see good bretbten take such a stand. That 
the recent movement in Great Britain and the West In .. 
dies) could take place and leave us unaffected, never 
supposed· that it work changes in our system, we 
diu then- and do still~Jievelbut the danger' in the 
manner in which that change is to brought about. That 
Slavery is a cut'se, politically and morally, to every state 
where it exists, is a sentiment to which the South and 

-

) West-respond. And this response is given by the Sla.ve-

, 

• 

• 

-

• 

• 
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holder, with a deeper and more ex.perimental conviction 
in the South than in the East... The great d~iders.tum 
with the l'etiecting in both sections of thecountryt is to 

get rid of the elil. Now, statting the same premi ... 
se~ it is to 00 regretted that scch ~idely different con. 
clusions should be' at, .and J3till more, that 
feeliut!S should be elicitedjn the contest. 

'-

\Ve have read the deebnatlon or the Abolition Conven-
. 'Ventioll held in . and also of the Lane Semi .. 
nary, and felt ptCp8ied to adopt, in the main t the I\batract 
principles set (nub by them. With the by which -
they decbue they will seek .the·accomplishment of their 
oojeCl-' the dissemination of ligh~ thereby . a' 
correct public- ale But the danger 
is., that the friends of abolition will not .' adhere to 
these tenus., and thelf~by excite . .: ",; -, - ·bitteme.ss. 
We infer this the overstrained _ wrought -
picture that unu

_- ••••• -at -I~nen 

zealous and heated young men,- under the temptation that 
- . 

it would be oonular to make a Ill)()(} speech, and .a ... __ 

gone the and . of' the land~ 
Fromthe 8samination of"fhomas C~Brown.a· . ted 
emiglan~ in New York, in which he was compelled to 

rettact much that he had previously detailed to the injury 
Qf the Colony at " .' the speeches 
of some men at the late anniversaries in city. 
\Vben means like these are Iesortoo tot whatever. the 
effect may be in the in the South and West they 
81 e calculated to recoil, and a of confidence 
in the efforts of men. Still, we eve the 

-

Abolitionists have done good. -They.nha.yen.rollS~Jhe 

country to more reflection on the subject. They have 
detected defects in the m3.n~aement of the . 

"ety·· ·and they have, by showing that society that 

• 

-
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they will hereafter be watched with Argus eyes, secured 
the better conduct. of its affairs. But why wage n. wat 

• 

of extelminlltion upon a kindred institution 1 ,Vill tho 
sending away to the land of their fathers of some hun .. 
dH~d8 of manumit~d slaves and free persons of colour, 
annually, prevent tho' ~is6 of public opinion in favour of 
abolition! If it is said that free persons do not wish to 
leave the soil ·it is well let them remain. The Colo .. 
nization Society compels' no one to go. Admit that our 
laws are unjust' in the heavy load of disabilities. which 
they impose upon the colored man ·and that those are the 
compelling power ·the Society did not make the laws, 
but taking the statutes as they were, they provided a 

, home where these disabilities were unkno,vn. If it is 
said this Society does not provide an effectual remedy 
for the avil, and hence it is a waste of funds that might 
be better employed Why not permit it to go as far as it 
can.? _ And whatpl'Ospect is there that if these funds nr.o 
diverted from their present channel they will flow into 
another that is better? Surely tho - Abolitionists -can , 
have DO hope that their coffers would be supplied by the 
friends of Colonization in the South a.nd West. . 

But we will not eAtend onr remarks. Our object -is 
peace and concert in action with everY good m~n, in 
eyery work. Weare Dot sensible that \Ve possess 
any prejudices upon the subject. 'Ve do not promis,e by 
any means, that we shall not become an Abolitionist, 
strictly, at some future day, and see the necessity of fol
lowing the example of our worthy brother Cox,,in for
s·aking the Colonization enterprise j but arguments of suf· 

• 

ficient weight must be laid before us in order to • con
summation. tt .. - . . .. . . - - .. . .~. _. . . -_. -- -- ~ .. --- -. -

, 

• 

• 11 
• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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80 far as religious' instruction is concerned; we do not 
believe that this ought to b,c . and un· 

We are entirely convinced that 
such a course would'be cmel .to __ thELslav6,himself, and 

.' ' 

injurious to the community at luge.' '-But something 
must . be done and doo~ ~peedi1y on lhis aU-important 
subject. \Vhile Cht~tian8 ha.ve been slumbering over it. 
the eye of God has not slumbered, nor has his Justice 
-been- au indifferent spectator' of the scene." --The-' , 
and sighs, and tears, and blood of the slave ,have 
gone up as a memorial before the throne of Heaven .. In 

• 

due time thoy will descend in a.wful curses upon this 
land, un1es4a\l':ertt~d by the speedy repentance of us all. 

at· the manner in \vhlch our sister state, Louisi
ana, is tre~~ting h~r slaves! Why; as surely as there is a 
thunderbolt in llea,Ven alld strength in. God's right artn 
to launchitll 50 $urely win it strike the authors of such 
cruel oppreaJrioo.. I.took, too, at the slave-drivers, who 
go up and do\vu our own streets t lifting their heads and 
moving among us unshamed: unrebuked '" as if they h$..d 
not forfeited all claim to the name of llAN. All'abhor 

• 

the traffic, and detest the wI'etch' who pursues it;· why 
- -

. then is he not driven from the face of day, and made to 
hide himself in some dark comer, wbose murky gloom 
might' emblem tho' savage darkness of his own 

• 

heart? -Why 1 simply because public sentiment has 
never been aroused to think on the subject. If the laws 
protect tbe miscreant who coins his wealth out of the 
beart's blood of his fellow creatures, he can at least be 
crushed beneath the odium of public opinion. . 

There- is another fact wish to . in 
place. It is this,; Congress; acting o~lyastbe- ""-of 
public opinion, has pronounced the slave bade .; .the 

of Africa piracy. Those in it ai-e 
• 

• 

• 
• 

• 
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the citizens of- . state, of this republio, 
and ilie cause of urih·e.rsal humanity! . Ie it too 
much to . of Christians, that they will uk the Lord, 
in fervent, importunate prayer, to send such a labouler into 
the field of this 1 We do not wan( Ii man from the 

• • 

northern or middle states t we want one who has .• 
self ·been educated in the midst of Slavery, who al-

. , 

waYS'ijfod in contact with it, who knows, e rimental.. . 
lv, ,all its evils, and all its . oulties one who will not . , 

lin his head up into the _ region of abstract spe'culation, 
• 

" and in the loftiness of his pride, in a. beautiful theory, dis--. 

dain alike to make acquaintance with fa.cts a.nd with com .. 
man sense. To such a man a golden opportunity of 
doing is offered. We believe the minds of the good 

pIe of this s~te ar~ fully prepared to listen to himn l' 

to give a " consideration to the facts and 
, , 

reasonings be m.ightpresent connected with the subject 
" 

of Slavery. 'Public' . 8,entixllent, amongst us, is 
moving iIi this great matter it now wants to be directed 
in some defined chanDel,. to some definite end . 

• 

Taken all in all, there is not a. state in this Union pos-
sossingsuperior. ~Q our own. At pre .. 
sent, Slavery, like an incubus, is.p yzing our energies. 
and like a cloud of evil portent, darkening all our pros
pects. Let .. be removed, and Missouri would at once 
stalt fOl ward in the race" of improvement, with an energy 
and rapidity of movement, that would ,soon place her in 
the front ran k along with the most fa.voured of her sister 
stales. ' 

But we stay too long from the extract from the 'Re-
, ~ 

publican.' . - _ 
, We look to the Con vention a.q a happy means of re

lieving the state, at some future day, of an evil which is 
destroying all our wholesome energies, and leaving us, 

- 11-
, 

• 

-

, 
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• 

, SLAVERY. 
, 

April 30th, 1835. 
" THERE can be no doubt that this subject in its variolls 

bearings ~Jl occupy much of the attention of the good 
people of . this state," the ensuing season. We take it for 
grant~d t~ere will be a convention of the peopie, at the 
time, designated by our Legislature, (next December,) for 
the purpose of amending our constitution: This Con
,ention will afford an opportunity for again deciding the 
question whether !viissouri shall hereafter be a free, or 

• 

continue a slave state. We look upon this question as 
one of more importance than we have words to _ express. 
And in its discUSsion and final decision by ilie Conven .. 
tion, we feel how much' n'eed there is of mutual forbear~ 

, , 

ance among all those who shall have a. word to sayan 
the subject as well as the exercise of that calm, saga
cious, patriotic fan~sight which looks' to the good of the 
whoie community, and consults for the good of future as 
of present generations. ' 

Let an unbiased, intelligent decision of our fellow-
, 

citizens in the matter be had, and we have no fears of 
the result. \Ve know, very well, that a right decision 

• 

of the case, will, in many instances, have to be made in 
, , 

the face of immedia~e personal interest; but we look 
with confidence to ilie intelligence, the good sense, and 
moral justice of our citizens, as fully adequate to the 

, . . ' 

cnSIS. 

,Slavery, as it exists among us, admits of being COD

sidered in a three-fold view· in a civil, a religions, and 
a. moral, view! Considered in any of these .light8 j it is 
demonstrably ~n evil.- In every community where it ex
ists, it presses like a ~night:mate on the body politic. Or, 

.' ' 

• 

• 
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from confounding our arguments on the two points that 
.w hile on the general sUbject of Sla.very we are decidedly 
gradual, on this part of it we are as decidedly immediate .. 
Abolitionists. It is fearfully true that many'professed , 

_ . Christians habitually treat their slaves as though they 
.. . 

had no immortal souls, and it is high time such a prac· 
tice as this were abolished." " 

, 

, , 

• , 

LETTER FROM THE EDITOR . 
• 

.' 

, , 

ltfississippi River, May, 21st, 1'835. 
C\ WE have just swung from onr moorings, and are going 

up to the upper of the town, to take in some paSsen
gers. Vlhat glorious prospects are opening before the 
city of 81. Louis! The time cannoL-be far distant when 

, 

it will be enthroned, without a rival, the Queen of the' 
West. Already, Front, Street is,. I should think, 'more 
thfW a' mile in len Seventeen Steamboats, among 
which were the mammonth Mogul, and the unfortunate 
?lajestic, line i~ shores this morning. The. quay 
is covered with merchandize and alive 1Vith the bustle of 

One boat 'was discharging fr6,ight, another 
was receiving it; here one .with her flag l10ating in 
the wind, indi . . that she was soon to depart, and 

, , 

there anoTher whose bell was calling all on board, who 
did not choose to be left behind here was one blowing 
off, and there another . g her steam. Altogether, the 
scene was· a most animated and animating one. 

One thing depressed my spirits. It was the moral eon
dition of.8 large portion of those whom I saw. As I 
passed up and dOWI1- the quay, ·among the busy, hurry
ing multitude, tho dtunkeries and drinking I witnessed,
the' oaths and the ubScen~ blasphemies I heard, caused 

, 

, 
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my spirits to sink within me~·· I felt assured) too, that 
Christians in 81. Louis, were not doing , , 
they doing any thing?· for the boatmen in our harbottr. 
I fear these last may truly say, 'No man careth for our 

, souls.' 
, 

. As we rounded to, and approached the shole of our 
, 

sister state, a little below the city, we saw several little" 
children' at play upon the river's bank. Some one in the 
~ompany remarked, , That is a land of liberty!' Now 
the subject of, slavery had not been mentioned, and the 
fact that such a thought was· suggested by the very sight 
of the soil of Illinois, shows that the a.tmosphere of sla .. 
very is· an unnatural one for Americans to live in. The 
institution is repugnant to the very first principles of lib
erty. The remark was the more worthy of notice as 

, 

, coming from one who has for many yeaa s, even from 
infancy, resided in So slave state,. and who is the own'ar'ot· 
slaves ? I envy nOt the prosperity of our sister state,. 
Illinois: I rejoice in it the rather, and look fOl'ward with~;· 

• 
delight to the period, and that not fai distant, when the' 
busy hum of industry shall be heard over all her -

, 

ries, while schools, colleges, and religious temples, shall 
adorn and strengthen the institutions of TWO MILLIONS 

of freemen. Yat when contemplating this glorious and 
exciting spectacle, I cannot help saying, with a half sup-

, 

pressed sigh of despondency, ' Oh! that MisSouri, my 
own beloved state, were in a condition to compete for thtl 
prize of suoh ~enown l' And why ma.y.she not? What 

'-'~" . : 

nobler race ,of men eXists in this. wide world, than those 
who have followed Daniel Boone,from the blood-bought 
fields of Kentucky, and pitched" their tabernacles ,in 
l\iissouri ? Alas! the single word ShAYERY, tells US 

why. So long as that remains amongst lis, we may long 
for those improvementsjn art, science, and.the habits of 

• , 
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social Iife, which mark a rapidly advancing -community, 
but they can never be ours. These are the rewards of 
well .. directed industry alone. . 

I look forward to the· approaching Convention in our 
state with more solicitude than I have words to express. 
It does seem to me a crisis that calls for the exercise of .' ~ . 

o .. 

all the candor, enlarged patriotism, and sound judgment 
of aU our citizans. We have it in our power to bequeath 
to posterity a benefit, for which all future generations 
shan bless us, or we may put back the hopes of human-

-
ity, and, instrumentally, the benign purposes of Heaven, 
a whole generation. Fearful responsibility! And will 
not all those who believe in the e_fficacy of prayer, and 
who know that God hath in his hands the hearts of all 

• 
men, will they not cry day and night to Him, that he 
would graciously be pleased, by his Spirit to move upon 
the minds of our fellow citizens, inspiring them with right 

o • 

. sentiments on this infinitely important subject. There 
is power sufficient in the church to accomplish this mat
ter, if that power can only be brought to bear . 

. The more I think on this subject, the more am I pene .. 
o 

trated with a sense of its magnitude. God and man are 
calling to llS to be up and doing. Hkyti and Southamp
ton have written their lesson of warning in lines of blood. 
Virginia has traced hers upon many a ruined and desert-

o 

ed spot, once the most fertilaof all her wide domains, but 
which has long since become as the' plains of Sodom,' 
beneath the withering blight of slavery. The example 
of England is showing us that gradual abolition is' safer 
pra.cticable and expedient. God from on high, and by his 
providence in making slave ~abour unprofitable, is com .. 
m~nding us to ' break every yoke, 0 and let th<a oppressed 
go free.' It may not bet that WI) can slight all these 
wamitlgs, exhortations, and commands, and yet prosper. 0 

--

o 

• 

o 



• 

., 

'. 

132 

• 

• 

• 

MEMOIR OF TItE R~V. E. P. J.vVEI0Y. . 
• 
• 

• • 
• 

• 

, 
• 

The physical and mora1.1&~s ·9f. Gqd must both be in .. 
verted fust. I could wlite .i.fo~ver: on- this subject but 

• • 

must close. Our boat is . ',' the wa.ter like t\~' g 
of life.' We are just opposite H . ." '. 
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CHAP R IX. 
, 

, 

, 

PEJlHAF&'" no other place is 'more appropria.te in the 
,order of events than . to state that at the age of 
t . y-two he found the. Scripture verified .. , ," It is not 
good for man to be alone.u , ,On . , subject1 althou 
so important in its consequences, there is every where 
license given to a playful m in speaking of it. We 
therefore insert his own letter. g this event to 
~8 friends. The reader " of COllE'SO, make some al· 

, 

,'lowance for the partiality of a husband ' his veto to the 
. : ' ',:\i;~Ol1tr&ry notwithstanding.' -

, 

• 

" 

• 
, . , • 

, 

St. Louis, March 10th, 1835 • 
My DEAREST MOTHER, ' 

I ' man iea. So much for the first sentence, 
. , 

which contains the subStance of the whole matter •. But 
, . 

as I suppose you ~.'1ou1d like to keve 8; few particulars, 
• 

they -follow.. I 

I was married on Wedilesday last, the 4th inst. at St. 
Charles, a village about twenty miles, distant from this 
place~ My wife's maiden name was Celia Ann French 
I thought we made a very respectable couple at the time.' 
,.As for my personal appearance, yon know enough 

" of that already. For the lady, I can tell you (she sits at 

my right hand . w Me I wtite,) that ,she was twenty-one 
, 

years of age laat ,August, is tall, wen.shaped, of' a . ht, 
fair complexion, dm-k 'flaxen hair,.large blue eyes, with 

. 12 . " 

, 

• 

, 

, 

, 

• 

• .. 

, 



, 

- , , , 

, 

, 

134 
, 

MEMOIR. OF TRE 

fea:tures Df n.' perfect Grecian contour. In short, she. ~s ' 
vety, beauti ttl.' This is not eo mere expression of a: fond 
husband, but just the simple truth. John will +ell you 
if you ask . . ' 

But the best is yet to come. I need not tell you she 
',' is pious, for I hope you knew I would many no one who 

was not. She is, I know, intelligent, refined, and of 
agreeable manners; and unlesS 1 hav~ entirely mistaken 

.her character, she is also sweet-tempered, obliging, kind
hearted, industrious, good-htimoured, and pos.ses~ed alike 
of a sound judgment and correct taste. I am sure you 
will not think it the least evidence of these last .. ". .. at any 
rate, I do Dot that she has chosen your son for a hus
band. In a~dition to all this, she loves me, I think, about 
as much as I deserve. I shall now leave you to measure 
that love. 

With such a wife I think I ought to be happy , I am " 
sure I am thankful to the Lord who gave her to me. 

Celia sends love to you, and to all her new sisters and 
brothers in Maine. She will expect a letter from sisters 
Sarah, Sibyl, and Elizabeth. 

Pray tell me what is the reason of your long silence 
in l\faine? ,I have heard nothing for a long time from a 
living soul in all that region. - Job}) is well, and 80 am 
I, and so is my dear wife. I have my hands full of 
business, but the Lord has hitherto sustained me. ' 

Your most affectionate son, 
ELIJAH P. LOVEJOY. 

Sun and clouds alternate in the horizon whioh sur-
, 

rounds the earth. \Ve now pass to that period of our 
brother's history, when his trials and persecution com .. 

• 
menced, and which tenninateo. only. with his'death. The 
ca'QB6S of these will be unfolded in the progress of the 

• 

, 

, 

, 
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~ . In October, 1835, he was absent frqsn .~t. 
. '.. . .' . . , 

,~tiis;'for .. severaLweekg. During this time, a. great, ex .. 
• 

. 4!' . . commenced in that city upon the subjectof 
Slavery ... The proprietors of the "Observer" became· 

• 

alarmed at the threats of a mob, and caused the following 
notice to appear in that paper. 

• • 

, 
• .. 

• 

St. Louis, October 8th; '1835. 
. :J I j") " THE Editor will be absent two or three weeks j 

in attendance on . Presbytery and Synod.'" . 

.. , 

. "Since the 'Editor left, the I1Iblishers of the Observer 
h~ve received a. communication from the Patrons and .. 

• • 

Owners of the property of this paper, advising an entire 
suspension of all controversy upon the exciting subject 
of.-8tavery. As this course is entirely' agreeable to the 
feelings and views of the· publishers, nothing upon the 
subject will appear in its columns, during the absence of 
the Editor. Upon his. return tha cOimrmnic~ioa will be 
submitted LO him, and the future course of the paper 

• 

finally ananged in such a manner, as, we doubt not, will 
be consonant with the wishes of the proprietors. 

The articles upon the subject of Slavery in our paper 
to-day, were prepared by the Editor before his departure, 
and could not have been omitted without great incon-
venience." • 

The mob not being satisfied, and still thr<)atening the 
destruction of the office of the " Observer," another con-

• • • 

cession to the" new code~.~" of OUI' most respectable 
citizensu soon followed .. _ . . 

~ ._-

.. , 
• 

• 

• 

.. 

.. 
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St. , ber 22d1 1835. 
U The Editor being still absent, we again issue -

our paper without much editorial matter. \Ve hope it 
will not be the case another week." . ' . 

• 

TO THE PUBLIC. 

" THE Proprietors of the 81. Louis' Observer' ha.ving 
heretofore expr~8sed their determination that nothing 

• 

should be advanced in the columns of that paper, calcu-
lated to keep up the excitement on the Slavery question i . . '. -

and being one and all opposed to the mad schemes of the 
" 

Abolitionists, have heard with astonishment and regret, 
that certain e~ 'disposed persons have threatened vio-
lence to the « Observer Office.' We call n all prude. 
men to pause and reftect upon the probable consequences 
of h at step·· .. ·there is nothing to justify it. ~ And it'is 
asking too muoh of any set of men to stand patiently by 

• 

and see their property destroyed . 
• 

We believe tbUiO be a m6Ilie.fi,+.ta""'I-Y excitement, arising 
out of the apprehension of the white men who stole 

• 

, Major Dougherty's negroes, and who having been dealt 
, 

with according to ,--_ .. _- _. -_. . -

respectable citizens, and that they 
arises oat of that excitement. " 

, 

see that no evil 

- THE P'ROPRIETORS OF THB 

ST. LoUIS OnSERVER." 
, 

October 21 st, 1835. 
, 

I . ' 

Whether the last sentence of the above paper. doea 
not give full sanction! to the" new code," which means 

acts done by this " new code"" of most respectable citi ... 
zens," were. 'c two men had been taken up on suspicion of , 

• 
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having decoyed away some negroes,: been brought 
. by illegal violEmce from Illinois; . taken ~ut two miles:, 

• 

back ~r the city, and there whipped between 1lne and two 
two" hundred lasnes, by about, sixty of our most wealthy 
and influential citiZens. They whipped by taking tnrns, 
60 many lashes a piece. Before whipping, it was put to 
the vote, whether they should whip or hang them, and 
about twenty out of the sixty were giv~n for .hanging, 
and among them were some members of the Church." 

•• 

• 

• • 
• • 

St. Louis, October 5th, 1835.-
To THE REV •. E. P. l,OVEI0V, EDITOR OF THE OBSERVER. 

Sir: The undersigned, friends:and rnipporters 
of the" Observer," beg leav'~ to suggest, that the prosent 
temper of the times require a change in the manner of 
conducting tha~ print in relation to. the subject of domes-

• 

tic Slavery. . . . 
The public mind is greatly excited, and owing to the 

unjustifiable interference of Ollr northern bre~hren with 
• 

our social relations, the community arc} perhaps,not in 
a situation to endure sound doctrine' in relalion to this 

• 

subject: Indeed, we have reason to. believe, that violence 

• 

• 

... .._- --" ". , Obs&rv~r Olliee ," and--·" - __ 
we. do believe tha.t true policy and the· interests of reli-
gion, require that the discussion of this exciting question 
should be at least postponed in this state. 

Although we do not cla.im the right to prescdbe your 
course as an Editor, we hope that the concurring opinions " 
of so many persons j having the interests of your paper, 
and of religion both at heart, may induce you to distrust 

• •• 

your own judgment, and- 80 far.change the character of 
the "Observer," as to pass over in silen~e every thing ~n .. 
nected witb the subject of Slavery; we' would like that 

• • • 

you announce in your paper, your intention so to do# 
, 12· 

• 
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• In 

• 
• 

'V f). shall be 'g to be informed of. your detetminatioll . 
to this maUer •. 

• 

Respec y) your obedient SAt'vants, 
• 

, AROHIB~LD GAMBLE, 
• 

• 
• • 

• •• 

NATHAN RANNEY, 
WILLIAM S. PO· St 
JNO. KERR, 
G. W. CALL,. 
H. R .. GAMBLE, 
HEZEKIAH KING. 

• 

I 5WUcur in the object intended by . communication. 
~ . BEVERLY. AL·LEN . 

• • 

I concur iJJ. the foregoing. 
J. B4 B 

• 

• 

• 

• 

o 

• • 

• 

The manner in which this communication was d 
of, appear in his address to the publ~c. That some 
pane of that a.ppeal may be :understood, it will be proper . 
to inselt two or three resolu.tions pasged at & meeting of 

• 

the citizens of St. Louis. The deprecates the inter .. 
. ference of foreign emissaries on the subject of Slavery. 
• • • - , , .. 

2. Resolved, That the right of free discussion and 
freedom of speech exists undel" the constitution,·but . that 
being a conventional reservation made bytbe people in 
their sovereign capacity, does not imply a monit 'right, 
on the part of the AbolitioniSts, to freely dis,c\1sS 'the 

• . -
• 

• 

• • 

... We. find this document endOl"Stl<1.1lS follows: 
• 

CI I didtlo~ yield to the wishes here expressed, and in consequence 
have been penecuted .ever awe. But r ha\'e kept 11 ooueienee in 
the. matter, and tbe.t. Ulon; than repaya 'uo fur aU I have JUtrered, or can 
sufi'e.r. I have sworn eternnl oppqaition to Slavcty, and, bJ ~c hleuin$ 
of God, I Will never go back. . Amen.'" . _ .. 

Oetobei 24th, 1837. E. P,,·L • 
• 

• 



• 

REV. E. P. LOVEJOY. 139: 
, 

question of Slavery, either ",rally or through the mediulIl 
of tha press, It is the agita,tion of a question too nearly 
allied to the vital interests of the slave-holding states to 
admit of public disputation; and so fa.r from the fact, that 
the _ movements of the Abolitionists are constitutional, 

, 

they are in the greatest degree 8 .' 'ous, a.nd calculated 
to incite insuuection an.d anarchy, and, ultimately, a 
WS88V8J mentor our . Union. -
, 3. Rsaolvsd, That consider the course pursued by 

the Abolitionists, as one calculated to pal8.lize every so
cial tie by which we are now n}lited to our fellow man, 
and that, if persisted in, it must 'eventually be ~e cause 

, . 
of the dissevelluent of these United States; and that the , -

40ctrine of amalgamation is pecUliarly baneful to the in-
• • • 

terests and happiness of society. The union of black 
and white, in a moral point of view, we consider as the 

, 

most preposterous and impudent doctrine adnmce,d by 
the infatuated Abolitionists, ,,"as repugnant to judgment 
and science, as it is degrading to"""the feelings of all sen-

• 

shive min'ds -,as destructive to the intellect of gene'r 
• 

rations, as the advance. of science::Brtd literature has con-
tributed to the ,improvement of our" own. In short, its 

_ 0 

practice wo~ld reduce the high in~llectual standard of 
the American mind to a. level with' the Hottentot, and the 
• • • 

United States, now second to no, nation on earth, would 
in a few years, be 'what Europe was in the <lark est ages. 

4. Resolved, That the ~acred writings furnish abun-
• 

dant evidence of the existence of Slavery from the earliest 
• 

periods. The Patriarchs and Prophet.~possess8d slaves 
-'"W" our Saviour recognised ,the relation between master 

, 

. and slave, and deprecated it noL; hence, we that 
he did not condemn that relation; on the conttaJY, his 
disciples, in aU conntries •. designated their respective du .. 
ties to each other; 

, _ 

... ~ 

• 

.. 

• 
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Therefore, Resolved, That we consi4er Slavery as it 
now exists in the United States, as' sanctioned by the . -
sacred Seri 

•• • I • 

• 

In the same number of his paper hich contained 
these resolutions, . and also .the doiii-gs of another meeting, 
appointing committees of vigilance to look l.lP all persons 
suspected of . appeared'the . APPEAL • 

• 

'. 

TO M'i FELLOW CITIZENS . 
• - , 

• 

November 5th, 1835 . 
• 

" RECENT well-knownoccuttenc6s in city, and 
elsewhere have, in the opinIon of some of my friends, as 
well 8.8 my own, made it my duty W address myself to 
you personally. And, in so doing, I hope to. be pardoned 

, 

for that apparent egotism which, in such an address, is 
more or less unavoidable. I h ... ope also ~ wiite in that 
spirit of meekness and humility that becomes a follower 
of the Lamb, and, at the same time, with all that bold
ness and sincerity of spee'ch, which should mark the Ian .. 
guage of a. fI:eeman an~ a Christian minister. It is not 
my design Of wish to offend anyone, but simply to 

• 

maintain my rights as a republican citizen, free .. born, of 
• • 

these "Gnited States, and to defend, fearlesslYt the cause 
of TRUTH AND RIGHTEOUSNESS." 

[Here fonowed a. statement in' relation to the ~, Eman-
• 

eipators" and U Human Rights/,' sen~ to ,Jefferson City; 
also his sentiments OIl the, subject of Slavery. These 
have been sufficiently inrucated.]' , 

" Let this statement, fellow-citizens, show you the im
propri and the danger of pntting the administration of 
justice into the hands of a mob. I am assured that had 

, 

• 
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discuss the question or' Slavery, is a point with which 
human legislation or resolutions have no . g to do. 
The true issue to be decided is, whether he has the civil, 
the political right, to discuss it, or not. And un! is a 
mere question of fact. In Russia, in Turkey, in , _ 
nay, even in France, this right mt)St certainly does not 
exist. But does it exist in MisS\~~ui? We decide this 
question by turning to the Constitution of the State. 
'fha sixteenth section, article thirteenth, of the Constitu
tion of 1fissouri, reads as follows : 

, 

, That the free communication of thoughts and opinions 
is one of the invaluable rights of man, and that every 
person Il:lay freely speak, write, and print ON ANY SUB

JECT, being responsible for the abuse of that liberty.' 

Here, tben, I find my warrant for using, as Paul did, 
an- freedom of speech. If I abuse that right -.l freely 
acknowledge myself amenable to the la.ws. But it is 
said· that the right to hold, slaves is n constitutional one, 
and therefore not to be called in question. I admit the 
premise, but deny the conclusion.· To put a. strong case 
by way of illustration. The Constitution declares that 
this shall be a perpetual ropublic, but has not any citizen 

• 

the right to discuss, under that Constitution, the . compa ... 
rative merits of despotism' and liberty? And if he has 
eloquence and force of argument sufficient, may he not 
persuade us all to crown him our king? Robert Dale 
Owen came to this cityfand Fanny Wright followed him, 
openly proclaiming the doctrine that the institution of 
ma,YTiage 'was a curse to any community, and ought to 
be abolished. It was, undoubtedly, "an abominable doc
trine, and one which, if acted out, would speedily reduce 
society to the level of barbarism and the bnltes j yet who 

. thought of denying Mr. Owen and his disciple, the per-

-

•• 
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feet right of avowing such doctrines, or who or 
mobbing them for the 'e', of . ri· t. t· And yet, 
most am-ely, the institutions of Slavery ale in
terwoven with the StroCt,\1l'8 of our society, than those of 

• • 

mamage~ . 
See the and the and . 

, 

to which the first s here will lead.. T 
• 

• 

• 

result 
ay a public 

meeting declares that you shall not' the subject of 
Slavery, in any of its bearings, civil Of religious. Right 
or wrong, the press must be silent. To-morrow, another 
meeting decides that it is against the of society, 
that the principles of Popery shall be discussed, and the 
edict s forth to muzzle the press. The next day t it 
is in a similar manner, that not 8. word must be 
said agninst distilleries, dIsm sbops, or drunkenness. 

, 

And so on to the end of the chapter. The truth is, my 
fellow-citiaenst if you give ground a single inch, there is 
no stopping place. I deem it, therefore, my duty to take 

• 

my stand t4t: Constitution. Here, is firm ground· u " •• 

I f~l it to be such. A~~(~ I do most,respectfully) yet "de
cidedly, declare to you my med detelmination to main .. 
tain this ground. \Va have slaves, iL is true, but I 
not one. I am n. citizen of these United State~ a citizen 
of Missouri, free·bom; and having never forfeited the 
inestimable privileges attached to such a condition, I can-
not consent to suuender them. But while I . . 
them, I hope to do it with all that. meekness and humility· 
that become a Christian, and especially a Christian min .. 
ister. I am ready, not to fight, but to , an~ if·n 
be., to die for them. Kindred to that which l10ws 
in my veins, flowed freely to wa.ter the ~6e ofl..Christian 
liberty, planted. by the Pm itans on the rugged soU of New 
England. It flowed as freely on the . of Lexing .. 
ton, the heights of B Hill, and fields of ·Sat·atoga. 

. , 

\ 
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junctions, then it bids \lS leave the whole matter with 
that GoD who de t Vengeance is mine, I will re-
pay, saith the Lord! ' , 

, 

But I am not at liberty 90 to undflrstand the resolution. 
m the preamble, and from oonversation with several 

who voted for it, I am compelled to understand the meet .. 
ing as voting that the Bible, oethe blessed Saviour, and 
his holy Apostles ,·sanctions the principia of Slavery" , 
the system itself, as such, as it now exists amongst us. 
Fellow .. citizens! 1 mean not to be disrespectful to you, 
but I declare before you all, I have not words to express 
my utter abhonence of such .. sentiment. l\{y soul de
tests it, my heart sickens over it; my judgment, my un ... 

o 

derstanding, my conscience, reject itt with loathing and 
honor. at is the system of Slavery' as it now ex .. 
is'ts in the Uaited States l' It is a. system of buying and 
selling immortal beings for the sake of gain; a. system 
which forbids to man and woman the rights of husband 
and wife, s..flDctioning the ,dissolution of this tie at the 
mere caprice of another; a system which tolerates the 
existence of a 0 ,. of men whose professed business it 
is to go about from house to house, tearing husband and 
wife, parent and child asunder, chaining their victims to

gether, and then driving them with a whip, like so many 
mules, to a. distant market, there to be disposed of to the 
highest bidder. And then the nameless pollutions, the 
unspeakable abominations, that, attend this unfortunato 
class' in their ca.bins. But I spaIe the details. And this 

. , 

is the sys.tem sanctioned by the Prince of Mercy and 
Love, by the God of Holiness and Purity! Oh God ~ -
In the ~'\nguage of one of tho Patriarchs to wh~m the 
meeting in their resolution refer, I say, 'Ob my soul, 
come not tht>uinto thoir secret, unto their assembly mine 
honour be not thou united l' 

, 

. ,"' 
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• 

• 

of seven for each twenty Car the sub-
urbs, and seY'en for each township in the county 'lin all 
~leJ:iTY "l'HR£E I I duty i\ sh&ll be to report 

or tho I oilier, civil aulhoriUe3, all 
I 

S'iilsps:tud of doctrines,. &0.) and should 
the civil authorities fail to deal with them, on . , 

hy then the to call, a meeting of the chi ... 
xe.ns and execute their ' ·in er words, to tylleA 
ilia . 

I I 
- -. ~ 

Fellow.citismlS ; Whtll8 are and in age of t!le 
world do live t Is this the 1 of edom or Des .. 

! Is it the ninth Of • I! HaTe the 
of the uth''6 I S a. driren from 

ClOSSed the Atlantic and up theit in I 

soon! Lewis the XIV. sent men to the BasUle on sns .. , 

picion -i we, :more human€;\~ dobqt lin hip them to death. 
or naarly so.. But . iast long. A 
uut.y be made the . en\ victims of 1& ,iolence, 
yefbe II in I -in--iS &~'jnoral-senseintheCbri.&tend 

of the nineteenth century l \hau will not long endure such 
odious A tremendous r&-8.ction' will take 
place.. And , I pray you, that as. was 
the first man loasted in the bull he had construct-

• II 

cd for the tyuant of Sicily, so the in.ventor of the 
" 

tin was by no means the las~ VI neck had· practical 
experience of tho keenn6~s of its • 

I tum, for a I~ment, to _ my fellow-Christians, of all 
Protestant denominations. 

Res ed and beloved fathers and brotbum. As I 
I 

addre~ myself to t my healt is fun, well-nigh- to . 

, and my eyes .. It isi a time of 
trial rebuke., The enemies of the CIOOS ale nume-
100:5 and bold, and malignant, in the exttollle. ttl the 

- - - -. 

• 

• 

• 



• 
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aioo.non in which the Providence of God bas placed me, 
a la.rge portion of their hatred, ill. this quarter, has con
certtrated itself on me. You know that, now for nearly 
two years, ~ conatant..stream of calumnies nn~ pe.rsonal 

• 

abuse of the most viperous kind, has been poured upon 
met simply because I have been your' through 
WID I refer noW' more especially ~o my Presbyterian 
brethren" -you have declared your sentiments. You 
know, also, that I have never, in a single instance, re
plied to, or other\vlSe noticed these atta.ck8~ And now 

. - ~-.-~---

not only is a fresh attack, of ten·fold virlllence, made 
upon my , but violence is threatened to my per
son. . nk not that it is because I a.m an Abolitionist 
that I aIn 80 persecuted. . They who first started this 

knew and slill know better. In the progress of 
events Slavery has doubtless contributed its sba~e) though 
a very small one, to the bitterne.ss of hatred with which 
the '~Observer,' and I as connected- with it, axe regarded. 
But the true cause is the open and decided stand which 
the~pttpe1hlt.!L~enJ\g~i:t!st _tll~~n~r<:)aoh~e~tfJ~L}>opery~' 
This is not only my own opinion, hut that of otherst "and. 

. -
. of or quite all with whom I have conversed 

• • 

on the subject, and among the rest., as I leaJ'D, ofa 
ncb Catholic. - . _. 

I repeat it, then, the real origin of the cry, 'Down 
with the Observer,' is to be looked for in its opposition 
to Popery. The fire that is now blazing and crackling 
through thifii city t . kindled· on Popish altars, a.nd has 
been assiduously up by Jesuit breath. And now, 
dear brethren, the question is, shall we flee before it, or 
stay and abide its fury, even though we perish in the 

! For one,.I cannot hesitate. . The path of duty 
• 

lies plain before me, and I must, thereilI, even 
though it lead to the whipping~st, the tax.balfel, or 

13-

- -- - -- - - - - --

• 

• 

• 

• 
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, 

even the stake. I was bold and dauntless in the s6nies 
of sin ; it· is not fitting that I be less so in. tho 

• 

service of my Redeemer~ He sought me out when the.re 
was nope to help; when I was fast' to eternal 
ruin, he me up and placed me on the R of 
Ages; and now "shall I him when he has so few 
friends and so many enemies in Sl. Louis T I cannot, I 

• 

dale .not, and, His sustaioingml', I all Mt • 
• 

f;ome of you I know Ala with me in feeling, in aym ... 
. Filthy, and in prayer. And this knowledge is, indeed, a 
cordial to my heart. We wept and prayed together 
in the midst of om present S, and have lisen 
trom om refreshed and cheered by a SDDse of 
God's ples&nce' and his approving smile. "And . 
but for this. . t that I have. felt' the upholding hand of 
God snppol'ting me, I bad. l~ng since fallen. 'I had 
fainted, unless I had believed to seo the of the 
l.ord in the land of the liwinlt.' And the heaviest blows 

- - - U" -_._---- - - ---

thost: which I bave reeeivoo from the hands 
of some of my brethren. May the I..ord fOlgive them, 88 
{j eely . . u-I do;--- .--- ---- ------ --- p_m 

But Oh, my bra n, what shall I say .~'O those of 
bo recomed your votes in favour of the resolution that. 

the Bible sanctions Sla\~ry! It is not far me to reproach 
yon; nor haTe I ~6 least . to utter one unkind 

, . 
word. I only that I could make you sensible of 
the feelim;~~ I erienced when I first read that r6So1u .. 
tion as . by you. It did seem to me as 
I could . iV',z,i 8. holy honor tbl-iUing thlough all heaven, 
at such a ptu'version of the pi inciples of the gospel of 
tho Soli of . Oh, my bre n, may I not 
you to pray over subject, to ask, for the wisdom of 
heaven to lead you into the truth ! Depend it, you 
ate WlOOg, feaTfully • Not for all the diadems of 

- - ~- .---

• 
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alilhe stars of heaven, though each wore a world like 
this. would I have such 8. voto, unrepented of, to" answer 
for at the bar of God, my Judge. 

Oh, Were tl).e Church united at such a crisis as this, 
what a triumph we might achieve! But it never cnn be 
united, until you come over to us. " Did you ever hear of 
a Christian, once holding the contrary doctrine, giving it 
up for yours 1 Never, I venture to say it, unless at the 

" same time he ga\'t; up his Christianity wilh it. "But there 
are instances, daily, of convelsions from your side to 
ours. . Come ove"r then, brethren·,," Oh t come over. Let 
us unitedly take our stand upon the principles of truth 
"and RlGHTEOUSNESS. Standing by them we cannot be 
moved. Even the H e~en could say of ilie just man, 
that he would remain undismayed though the h~vens 
should fall Al'ound him. How much more, then, may it 
be said of the Christian! I n the midst of every assault, 
when foes ale pthered 8101md him on every Bidet iJ..l the . 
calm; yet. exulting· confidence· of faith, he . can look up
ward and exclaim " The LOR 0 is my ~ight and my sa!
.vlltioa; whom shalL lf~a.r.J.the_LQRD. is . the . strength of 
my life ; of whom shall I be afraid l' . 

• 

A few words more, and I have done. 
Fellow-ciu%ens of St. Louis, above, you have my sen

ments, fully and freely expressed, on the great subjects 
now agitating the pu~lic mind. Are they such as render 
me unworthy of that protection which ra ated" .Society 
accords to the humblest of its members! Let me ask 
you, why is it that this stonn of persecution is directed' 
~aainst me ! What have I done 1 Have I libelled any 
mal\'s person or character? No. Have I been found 
in gambling-houses, billiard-rooms, ortippling".8hops:1 
Never. " Have I ever the pea~e and quiet of 
your city by midnight revellings, or riots in the streets 1 

-- - -- -- .- -. ----- - - - - . -_._- - ._- ------ -
• 

-





, 
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I again, therefore. ask you what I have done: that I 
am to be made an object of popular vengeance 1 From 
the time that I published tho account of the conseClatlon 
of the Cathedral, threats -have been constantly coming 
to my ears that I was to be mobbed, and my office torn 
down. Is it to be borne, that a citizen in the 
exercise of those rights sccured to him .solemnly by 

• 

chm'tef, is thus to be bunted down and proscribed? If 
. . 

in any thing I hllve offended against the laws ''Of my 
country. or its constitution, I sland ready to answer. If 
I hal'e not, then I call upon those laws and that consti .. 
tution, and tbose who revere them to protect me. 

I do, therefora, as an American citizen, and Christian 
patriot, and iu ine, name of Liberty, and Law, and RE
LIGION, solemnly PROTEST against all these attempts, 
howsoever or by whomsoever made, to frown down the 
liberty of the press. and forbid the free expression of 
opinion. Under a deep sense of my obligations to my 
country, the church, and my God, I declare it to be my 
fixed pnrpose to submit to no such dictation. And I am 

, tc abide tlw constquencllS. I have appealed to 
lheconstitntion: and'}aws'ormy couhtry- ; . if thoy fail to 

protect me, I APPEAL TO GOD, and with Him I cheerfully 
rest my calise. ., 

Fellow-citizens, they told me that if I returned to. the
city, from my late absence, you ~ould surely lay violent 
hands upon me, and many of my friends besought me not 
to come. I disregarded their advice, because I plainly 
saw, or thought I saw, that the LORD would have me 
come. And up to .. this moment that conviction of duty 
has continued to until now I have not a 
shadow of doubt that I did right. I have appeared openly 
among you, in your 's~ets and market-placesl nnd now 

• 

• 

'. 

• 



• 

" 

• 

154 M£ltOlR OF THE REV. E. P. LOVE.TOY. 

ly and publicly throw myself' " ' 
can die at my post, but I CBlluot desert it. 

I 

I have one request to make, and but onC. The origi.a 
nal proprietors of the ' Obsener,' have: as you know, 
disclaimed all Issponsibility in its publication. So far 
as depends them, nothing would, appeal' in the pa" 
per on the subject of Slavery. I~un sure, therefore, that 
you will see the propriety of refraining from any act 
which would intlict injury upon them, either in person 
or property. I alone tun aus andt&sponsible fot 
all in the paper, except when absent from 
the city.' A of the office also belongs to the young 
men who print the : and they 8·1'6 in no way respon-
sible for the matter - in its columns. For the 
sake of both lhese . I; do, therefore., yen ... 
treat you, that whatever may be done to me, the pro y . 
of the office may be . left . . If the popular 
vengeanco needs a victim, I offer myself a" . 
nce. To any that may be made upon me, I de
clare it my pntpose W·lflake·no l'eSistanee .. There is,- I 
confess, one string tugging at my heart, that sometimes 
\Vskes_ ~t .to({'fI@J;;tl=-N~(\ny~_ ... An~ ye~J _~no.t, dare not, 

---.-------------- . • 

yield to its influence. For my M8.8~r has said, 'If any 
• 

man come to me, tmd hate not his father, and mother, and 
\\'1FE, and children, and bretblen, and siste:s, yea, and 
his n life also, he be my disciple.' 

Humbly'· . all I have injuted, whether 
intentionally or othelwise,to forgive me; in cbality with 

• 

aU men; .freely forgiving my enemies, even those who 
thirst for my blood, and with the ble,st assurance, that in 
life or death nothing can se me from my Redeemer, 
I subscribe" myself, . 

• . . - -

Your fellow-cirizen, 
ELIJAH P. LO 

• 

JOY." 

• 

• 

• 
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PTER X. 

r 
IT be proper here to insert severa11etters which 

show the workings of his spirit in secret.., while he was 
thus breasting the pitiless storm without. - -
• 

, 

St. Louis, llovember 2d, 1'835. 
My DEAR BROTHER, 

'Ve have just got into the Abolition excitement 
here. For some days past St. Louis has been in an 
"up,lOar." .. The immediate cause of the excitement, was 
the . of several negroes from a town into Illinois, 
by some persens, it is not cel'tainly known who. How .. 
pver, on the. of' : . tWQ uian: were 
by abc-at sixty of our" U most respedabktJ (so-say the 
papers) citizens, taken above three miles back of the 
city, and therewhi ' as near as can be .ascertained, 
one- ,dredand- fifty- 01' two---hundlashe8~acb.Some 
of the sixty- ~spec s citizens were for hanging them 
up a.t once, but in this they were over ruled. And what 
is more, it is now said, ru.'Jd I suppose correctly, that one 

, 

of the men thus whipped, was, and is, totally in'nocent !"! 
They whipped him on suspicion, telling hhn if he would 
confess they would let him of; and when the fellow 
could endure no longer, he accnsed himself. 

, ' 

'Va ha.ve had several public meetings here' t.he result 
of which you will see in the H Obsei veT." 

• 

I wu not in town during· the height of the excitement, 
being absent as I told you. And now that I 8m here, it 

, 

, 

_. --.---
'. --

, 

• 

• 

-

• 
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is at the daily petit of my lif-e. I am accused of being 
an Abolitionist, and threatened in the newspapers of the 
city, and throughout the city, as well as various places 
in the state, with \iolence. I ~I:pect it. I expect that I 
shall be Lynched, or taned and feathered, or it may be, 
hung up. All are threatened. There is a burning hatred 
on the part of the Popish priests and their minions, which 
would delight to quench itself iii my bl . And no . g 
would be more convenient for it, than to exooute its pur
poses, under th~ ~ask of opposition to I have 
known, for some months,. tha.t 1 was in danger from the 

• 

hand of violence ... but the ma.tter is now about to come 
to a. crisis. In the "Observer" of ThUlsday, I shall 
come out, openly, fearlessly, and as I hope, in such a 
manner as becomes a. servant of Jesus Christ, when de
fending His cause. And whatever may be the conS6-
qUt"nces, I think, I trust, that tblough the grace of God, 
I am prepared. to meet t.hem even unto death itself. My 
friends are trembling, my enemies"" "numerous and infiu .. 
ential-"dare open and fierce in their threats, but I can 
truly saYt I never wns more calm. I have fasted and 
prayed. I have earnestly sought the path ··~f duty, and 

~ . 
think, Lam assnred,_!ha.tuLhav6_foundit ;and.:nOWuLnm 
determined that not all the fury, of men or devils shall 
drive me from it. Y ot you need not be disappoi~ted to 

hear that I ha.ve fallen a victim, at least to the lash or the 
tar bane!. If they content themselves with Whipping, I 
will not run until I have been whipped as often, at least, 
as Paul was, eight tinles. 

The a.bominable resolutioi"'::s passed at the meeting 
were '\'oted for by profes..~g Christians! two or e 
1tlet.h.odilSts had the eomago to say no to the fourth· and 
fifth and that WllS nIl. They were voted for by at least 
two Elflers in the Presb,·terian Church! . 

• 

' . 

• 

• 

• 
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And yet my dear . brother, I am not an Abell' ,. , . ' 
least not such a. one as you are.. But I shall be mOte 
full in the paper . 

• 

Give my love to dear molber,sisters and brothe·r. ' We 
are all \vell. My-wife is just now at her mother's. ~y 
best'love to Sarah. !rell mother not to be' . .-' 

, . 
• 

The Lord . reigneth. And· let me entreat my brothel1> 
. , 

and sisters to pray for me., that l' may· pass through this 
u tiety trial,t! without denyingmy.Lord and Master . 

, Your affectionate brother, 
- ELIJAH- P. LOVEJOY.' 

St. Louis, November 10th, 1835. 
-• 

DEAR BROTHER, 
• 

. Before . reaches you, you will have read 
" . 

the" Observer," containing an H appeal" to . th:e puhlie . 
• 

I hasum to inion» you, especially that de'ar l\{other ma.y 
not. be kept in suspense as to my fa.te, that I believe the 
result win be for good. I do noL think that· I shall be 
mabbed ' a re-action has taken plllCS in~hls city. Unex-

• 

pected 'friends have been raised up, and tbe truth is likely 
to triumph. . The original proprietors of the U Observer" 

• 

.. 

took it -frollfme,-but-others-roseu-p--and-re-sfOr{fdlt tonfe~ .- .. 
•• • 

The ,paper will not be published lrus week, but wi!! be 
resudled . the next, and go on. 

I am sure it is doing good or the Dev11 would not be 
, 

• 

so mad about i'~. But I have a hard battle of it. If 
. . 

you· can do any . g for me in Maine t I bt?pe. you will 
do it. 

, 
• , 

. ~. Some tlmStlfter thiJ a plain but wtII,(nl friend. wlote him "It 
'. hem as th~gh the Davil knowiqg hlstime is Ibort, had eome down in 

gleat mtli to diet Dalid NeistFaf George B. Choorer; arid ElijMi: 'Po 
h Eds. .~~ . .' '-, " 'l-

• • 

14 
• 

• 
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I . send you some extra copies of the "Ob8e:rver,~; 
'which I hope yon will circulate. . "rell me what you 
think of it, and what the brethren generally, t4ink of it. 

I shall lose a good many subscribers here in' Missouri, 
• 

but I hope to gain them elsewhere. It is important that 
tho paper he kept. up here. ThGusands read it who will 
not subscribe for it; and they cannot -say of i~ that it is 
H foreign interference.'" ., ' . , 

, -

You see our committees of. vigilance. and all that. 
They have whipped tu.'o men here, nearly to death, mere
lyon suspicion, and not a single paper but the u' Obser .. 
veru da:res to opt'n its mouth on the subject. 

There ,vas a. time when I did. expect to be tarred and 
featbered, and probably hung. And I can truly say . 
and I bless God that I ca.n say it at never in my life 
did I feel sO caln.\, so composed, and tranquil in mind. I 
t1.U1 sure that I could haY6 gone to the stake, as cheerful 
as I ever went to a bed of rest. But the crisis is now 

" ' 

over. By the grace of G~ r. stood finn, and having the 
truth on ~y sidt!~ 1 was mora than a match for my ene~ 
mias. Tell mother there is no danger, not t'M leasl. 

Good byo. Love to San.h, to sisters, to Owen, to all. 
The Lord be with you:, 

Your affectionate-brother;' .. ' .. 
ELIJAH P. LOVEJOY. . , 

, 

23d, 1835. 
, . 

DEAR l\iOTHER, , 
• 

Knowing that you will feel anxious to know 
how matters proceed here, in St. Louis, I write to 
yon again, by which yon may, at leMt, 'know that I 
am not yet hung up. Neither ha.ve I been. taned and 
feathered, nor yet whipped, nor, indeed, in any y' 

, 

• 

, 
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-, 

molested ,By; of slander and and malignant-
, abuse, I have had abundance. ,- ' : 

W 0 are getting quiet a.gain. - The Lynchites are get .. 
ting ashame,l of their doings. The Papists, the Irish, 
and the pro-slavery Christians finding that I am not to 
he driven \lorfrigetened awa.y, are beginning to feel and 
act a 'little more reasonably. _ A large majority of the 
Protestants ~n the city are decidedly \vith me. ' 

I can but hope that the' cause of human rights, of 
mercy, and of "truth will be advanc(\d in this city and 

, 

state, by the late disturbances here. For this, I am sure 
you ,rill pray. 

Let me st3.te to you one fact. The man who headed 
the whole business of the late public meetings, and who 
was the most active and virulent in his endeavours to 

• 

excite the public mind against mc, and stop the H Obser-
yer," the other night whipped his female negro slave al .. 
most to death. Iler cries ~nd screams brought a multi
tude around his house, and he na.rrowly escaped having 
his house broken into, and himself made the victim of 
mob violence. I knew that the wicked, sooner or later, 
fall into,t~:) pit they have digged for others; but was 
not this sudden wribution,1 - And what shall we say of 

.. those profeSsing -ChiiStians,:rea, elilers 'in- the -church, 
who follow iu the wake of sueh a man, to stop the " Ob .. 
server" because it advocates the Abolition of Slavery 1 
We lw .. t}8 such elders in St. LOllis ". four of them in _ our 

-

church. The woman was rescued' (rom the monster by 
the constable and taken to jail. His llame is Arthur L. 
1\flGinnis1 an Iri,shman, and states' attorney fot this dis
trict.. 

We have another man here, walking our streets in 
open day, who, about a year since, actually whipped /U$ 

negro tDOman to death. He was tried fot the murder, but 

--- -'. - -~ - .. - _. 

, 
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• 

as negro evidence was not admiued, he could not be 
cO!l\'icted~ or rather was not. 'Such men are not mob
bed, but he who venturss to say ihat Shntery is a sm, does 

• • 

it at the risk of his life~ , ' 
The "Observer" slOpped one woek, but is going 

again, and like to go; that is, if the Christia.n public will 
• 

support it; if not, it must go down. Wife is well, very 
well for her. Shosends her love to you, to sisters, and 
to all. Do let me herlr -from you soon . 

. , Affectionately,your son, 
• 

ELIJAH P. LOVEJOY. 

We now insert the main part of a letter written in 
Ja.nuary following, giving a futi account of his trials up 
to that time. His leuer was nearly all copied by mother, 
and t.he original sent a way, which has not been obta,jned. 
And, unfortunately, the copy does not give the date, al .. 
though it is known t.o ha.\'e been wl"iuen in Janunry. 

-

St. Louis, JantUJry. 1836, 
11 Y DEAR BROTHER, 

I have taken a large sheet and expect .to fill it ; 
and if you do not read it through, mother) I know, will. 
I haHI thought it would he interesting· to you to have a 
particul~r account of those things which·have lately 
transpired in this city. Oue main. reason why I write 
these things, is to enable you to. join with me, in blessing 
that graco which carried mesaiely ilirough aU my trials. 
1 need not say that for some Lime past the« Obsorver" 
llU~ baen prominent in its auacks on Slavery and Popery. 
I n a community like 'this, where those institutions exer
cise so controlling an influence upon society t it. is not at 
all to be '9tt'onderccl at, that a. deop and bitter hostility 
sbould come to ho fixed upon "the H Observer" and its 

• 

• 
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Editor. This feeling of hostility 1 knew existed, a.nd it 
only required somo plausible occasion to break out.' 

The mobs in Boston,. Philadelphia t ·and New York, 
• 

gavo them this pretext. During the summer, an elder 
in tho First Presbyterian Church was frequently coming 
to me and telling m~ to beware ,', that I was in ~a.ng6r-'" . 
that the constant talk was about mobbing me.. To. this I " 
paid no heed. . rrhe fU'St of last Septembor,' I went to 
Potosi, a town about sixty miles south-west of this, to 

• 

auend a camp-meeting .. On my wa.y. ,back, I hoard 
that two ,men had waited in that '!i 80"0, for half a dAy, for 
the purpose of tarring and feathering me. Providentially, 

, ~. 

I did not coma into town till the next morning, and these 
" 

men, tired of waiting, wenl home. On my retutn into 
the city, I found the' excitement. 'gelling up, and 1 was 

, 

informed by the elder above mentionod, that a bill 
bad been printed, to circulate throughout the city, for the 
purpose of colI . a. mob to tear down the office of 
the "Observer." The Missouri Argus openly _ called 
upon the iJ,nna.h boys to mob me down.· All these things 
did not change the course oft,he " Observer ;~' and 
lhese circumstances .. I left tho last of Sept~mber; to at .. 

--.. - - - . . --. - - -

tend the meeting of our PJ:6sbytery and Synod at Union, 
a. place miles west of this. ' I expected to -be. ab
s-~nt about fouror-ufive---weeks-~- -Wo'had-a-most barilla r---

, -

nious session, and a. set of resmutionspassed ·on the 
subject of Shwery. They were of- my drafting, and 

. passed unanimously. From Union we went to 'Marion; 
to the meeting of the Synod~ He~ .this same St. Louis 
elder appeared fresh fromSt. lJOUis, full of excitement 
and alanD, and fuss, Sla.very. _ The excitement 
was l"ising in St. Loms, and he had & ,thousand frightful 
things to' tell the Synod. According to' him~we . must 
disavow and denounce Abolitionism, and every tbing lik~ 

14" 

, 

• 
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it, or the Presbyterian Church wOllld be destroyed ill 
l\fiSSQuri. We had a. warm debate; a. majority of ihe 

• 

ministers went with me, but thalay members turned the 
scale. Two ministers from New· England voted against 
us- ' .. 8. fae! as lamentable and disgraceful as it -is true.
Eastern mon when they go over constitute the most ultra 

- _. 
defenders of Slavery. -The elder abovementioned, pre- -
vious to his coming up 10 the Synod, had w titten an arti
cle, published in om~ of the daily papers of the city, de
claring that SlIwery had the sanction or. the H'Oly Scrip
tures, signed an elder in thti- Presbyterian Chmch. 

R.eports no'.v came up thick from St. Louis, -that they 
were whipping men almost to death, that the whole city 
was in. comm~tion, that no one suspected of Abolitioniam 
could live in it. Under these. the Synod 
adjmuned t and I st&1 ted for home, . I rode with a good 

" 

brother about half the way- ···seventy miles. \Ve talked 
th.e ui8.tter over. Onlh6 wOOle, he mlvisadma not'tv go 
into St. Louis. The same advice was gh·en me by other 
brethren at ~{a.rion. I had· a wife; a.ny violence· done 
to me, of a serious nature, I feSl'6d would .. dest1""oyher. 
Her health: at all times delicate, was' peculiarly so now. 
The brethren told m~! had no right to sacrifice her t 
whatever I might do with myself. . I was taken exceed .. 
ingly ilIon the road, but -managed to get· on to St. 
Charles, a place about· twenty miles frOm St~_ Louis. 

I found my wife as I bad left her, sick in bed .... ·was 
.myself detained three dnys by sickness.· ·this:time I . 
had fully m~,";,.up mymjnd, .that dutY"oandfidelity to my 
Lord and Master ". my presence at St. Louis. 
My friends advised roe not to go; all· but wi t, .. . $~ said , . 

• 

tlOtif you tki1ik duty calls you. '. '. 
Accordingly I came intO ,St. Louis. I found the com

munit\tin a state of dreadful alarm and excitement. The 
Y . 

-



• 
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press was fanning the flamQ". the Jesuits at the bftl10wsj 

blowing it up. The~' Obscrverr7 bad been muzzled by 
the original proprietors. A. com.munication had been 
sent mc, signed by them, and by my friend Mr. Potts, 
reqnesting me to say no more on the subject of Slavery. 
I was accused· by in one of the city papers, of 

'I. - .... 

being an Abolitionist, in the, bitterest manner, an~ the 
public vengeance invoked upon me. The elder of whom 
I spake) had conte back from the Synod, and in an article 
of the same paper, decll\t"ed, that I was acting contrary to 

the Wishes of the Synod, ,of the Presbyterian Church, 
in the state. -:.' This ·was followed by a declaration of ilia 
editor of that paper, (~that they would·soon free the church 
ofilia rotten sheep in -it t "' ,the very expression used. A 
mob had been raised to teal' down the H Observer Office ;" 

• 

but had concluded, after as.sembling, to defer it ,a litue 
longer. On my arrival, men came to mc, and told me I 
could not· . the streets· of· S~. Lonis by night .or :by 
day.' Men's hearts were failing. them. ·1 was. the only 

testant ministe1' in· the city. The questiOn then 
arose, whatm;.wt I do'? Earnestly I .songht to. avoid col .. 
lision with the exoited and a~gry community, if that 
might be consistent ·with faithfulness 10 God. . ..... 

But daily, as I sought counsel at the Throne of Grace, 
_ my cOD\"ictions - . that for me to .give wa.y, 

• 

• 

would be a base desertion of duty. I was alone in St. Loui8~ 
with none but of 'Whom to ask counsel. But 'ce 
blessed be his name; he did not forsake me.. I ,ena .. 

-
bled, deliberately-and unreservedly, to sunendermysclf to 

him'"'" thought of mother, of brothers and sisters, and above 
all, of my dearest wife, and felt that I d give them 
aU up for Jesus' sake. I think I could have· gone to ·the 
stake and not a nerve have tremblod, nor 11 lip quivered. 

• • 

.Under·ihe influence of these feelings t I WIota and sent 

• 



, 
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forth my appeaL The effect" w&s tremendous. I was 
immediately waited upon by the original proprietors, and 
requa~ted to retire from -the edit,orahip of the" Obser
\'~r.U Even"ihose most friendly, feared, lest in the tem .. -
per of tho public mind, the step was_ too bold. b· was 
alike ullexpectedto friend and foe. For two day3 tho 
result seemed altogether, doubtful. But then the tide 
begun to turn. - Friends began to rally and to increase. 
Ivfen who had never taken the" Observer," even some 
infidels, said the stand taken must be' maintained, or, our 
liberties were gone. The press,me, which seemed as 
thougb it would -crush me to' the earth, bega ... ~ to ligbt6n~ 
Light began to break in upon the gloomiest day I ~av6 
€verseen.' 1 cannot think or wl'iteabout it withQut my eyes 
filling with tears~ to t.hin.k of the deliverance whieh God, .. 
wrought by so weak and unworthy an instrument as I amA 
T'he mBfinAr of it was as follows: . 
. In complianc6 with the request of the propri~tors, 

(they could not compel me to do it ; for 1 had a.n absolute 
legal control oof the offiC'e and materials, for ,the purpose 
at"' publishing a. religious paper; yet I felt it my dUly not 
to keep them, contrary to, tbei~1Vishe8,) I ga.ve up,' and 
thought my work done in St. Louis. 'But ma.rk tho se
quel. I had given my note in Lbo for. five hundred 
dollars to procure money to p,ay tbe workmen., To the 
endorsers of " I h.a.d mortgaged the office to secure 
tbem. The note had been due, and renewed, and WIlS 

about coming due again. Of course when they took the 
office, they had to take the, ,note with it., The' proprie
tors met;an.d-requcsted -Mro -Aioore, (t.he name on th.e 

" , 

not,e.,) giving him a writtenrequesLto that etrectt to ta.ka 
poss6S5ion of the office, break it up, and pay himself and 

, 

the other endorsers, ,and they would be satisfied._ He at 
once utterly refused to sell it at auctiou t whereupon they 

co 

-- -

, 
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authorized rum to take it and pay himself the five' hun- . 
dred dollars any way he chose. Upon'this he took his 
departure, came to the office,. a.nd took .possession .. of it; , 
and immediately turned round' to mc, and offered it to me 

saying, that rather than the H Observer" should 
stop, he would pay the note himself. Nothing could 
have been more~ une cted to; me. It was as life from 
the dead, as light out of thickest darkness. 

, He, however. r.equired that I should remoVe the paper 
, 

to Alton, in the other state ·-thinki.ng, that such was the 
excitement ag\linst me, that I could not possibly stay. I 
startoothe next day for Aiton;, "found' the brethren there 

, 

ready to J:'eceive1~ttle with open a(IDS. ',But while I was 
making my arrangements, a letter arrived from St. Louis i 

from Mr. Moore others, ,adjuring me by all means to 
come back. 

, , , 

'Thus far the letter. Redid a.ccordingly return, a.nd 
went on publishing the," Observer." In closing the ac
count of this important period in':his nistory, it will be 
proper,'to 'insert. a Jctt~r addressed. to one of the' proprie
tors, at the time of the excitement and difficulties in No-
vember. ' 

CHIBALD GAMBLE, ESQ. 
, 

• St. Louis, Nov~mber 27t", 1835 • 
DEAR BROTRER, ' 

In taking a. cOUl'se to which I was impelled by 
a sense of duty, I was fully aware' that I was making 
myselflinhlo to suffer the -palns-an'd·pe'jfaJries of,"riluc1i 
misrepT~~entn,tion and abuse. And I had fully made up 
my mind- to make no reply, whatever, to aU 'that might 
he said of this nature,· so long as it did not affect my 
cbaracwr for veracity as a man and n Christi~n minister. 

'. 

, 

• 





, 
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could with I and perhaps 'D10ral justic.e, ,hold the 
il Observer Office,'~ yet I would not do it,s. single day, 

, 

against the. wishes of the original proprieto~.; and did I 
not'promptly surrender into your hands, (where it now 
is,) the legal instrument by' which I held the Office? 

, 

p. 'Vhen a. proposition was made tQ me by yourself 
and brother King, that-the milten.als of the u Ohaer,ver 
Office" should be sold me, for a certain sum t provided I 

-
would obligate myself not to publish a pnpermSt. Louis 
county, did I not unhesitatingly, and a.t once;: ~ject the 

, 

proposit.ion, saying 1 certainly would bind myself by no 
such pledge? . .." 

In fme g will you please to state, if in any of tbe·tJ~ans. 
actions b~tween yourself and brother.King, as a com· 
miu,ee of tho .original proprietors, and myself" I said or 
did any thing that you ccnsidered reprahensihle? As 
to any trdllsactions betwtlsn the two gentlemen, mo;lga. 

• 

, gees of the Office, I ,: of course, know r(tf" g':·-':~'J.1un 
sure, however, they will staCe that I neverauthQrized 
them to l\1ak6: any 6tipulatio!)s with the original propria .. 
tors, founded on any promise of mine, that I would re.. " .. , ~ ,-

move ilie " Observer" from St. Louis. . , 

- Your Christian-brother, 
. ELIJ AH P. LOVEJOY. 

On the back of this letter is found the following en- . 
dorsement. 

• • 
, 

The within letter was addressed to Mr. G. that to
gether with his ans,\ver, it might be published~ He ro
fus-ed to answer i~thoughhy so daing,he might have 
freed me from every unkind imputation under which I 
was then labouring. In the end, however, all proted 

, 

for ilieoo,Qt, and I recei.\"ed from a covenant GOd, that 
• 

• 

• 

• 

.. 
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protection which I ~:nly 8ought,from some 
. . '. . .~ , ". . , , 

r ftn . . .. ~ 
~I .' • • . . ' 

I have forgive-n brother G~ from my heart, and I doubt 
not he has~ ere- this, sincerely repented of his 'whole 
course on that eventful occasion. -

• 

• ELIJAH P. LOVEJOY . 
February 13th f 1836. -

, 
, . 

• , • • , . . 
• -

In July, 1836, as the prospect'" was, tha.t the peper 
• • 

would btl supportod at Alton he deter'mined to reo 
move it there. Thfl same paper that announced this de .. 
tl'rminatioH 1 contained also his remarks upon the famous 
ehn.rge of Judge Lawless to the Gmud Jury. 

The crime of which the Judge speaks in his ~httrge, 
W3...~ tnus recorded and noticed itt the I"~ Observer." 

11 \VFUL 1\fURDER AND SAVAGE BARBARrrV .. -

St. Louis, 5th,} 1835. 
T'fn: transactions, we a.re about to relate, ,took place on 

Thursday, a week ago t and el>'en yet we have not re
co\"cred from the shock they ga~ 'UB. Our. hand trembles 
~ we, record the story. The following a.re the particu
lars, as nearly as we have been able to ascer.ta.in them 

• • • 

from the cit~ papnrs, and from the relation of thoaet',vho 
v;'ere eye and e,ar witnesses of the termination of the 
awful seen€'. 

On the afternoon of T1rtl!&d~y, the 28th nIt.. an' yhe-
tween two sailors or boatmen took. place on the steamboat 
lrmding. Mr. Geo-rge Hammond, Deputy Sheriff', and 
1\{r, ,V illiam :Mull, Doputy Constable, in the discharge 

• 

of their ofij.cial duty, aUempt.~d to arrest the ooat.tn<m, -for 
, 

n breach of the peace. In 90 doing they wen;t1!et upon 

• 



• 

• 
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by a,. "" fello1\~t by the name ' .. :F:rancis J. ~I'Intosb, 
who hadjust anived in the city .. as, .cook, on board the 

Flora., from Pittsburgh. In consequence the 
boatmen escaped, and M' Intosh was arreg~ed for his in-
terference with the officers. He. was carried befote 
Patrick Walsh, Esq.)~ Justice of the Peace, for this 

• • 

county, and by him connnitted to jail, and delivered to 
the sa.me officers to'})e ~en thither. On Iris wa.y he 

•• 
inqUiH~d what his puni . ant would be, and being wld 

• 

that it would not be less than five years' imprisonment' 
the State Prison, he umllediately broke loose from the 
officera, drew a long knife and made a desperate blow at 
Mr. ?\iull~ but forttmatoly missed him. Unfortunately, 
however, a. second blowy aimed wit.h the same savage 

• 

violence, had bauer success, and struck Mr. !>rfull in the 
• 

right side, and wounded him severely. He was thea 
seited, by the shoulder, by Mr. Hammond, whereat be 

• 

turned and stabbed him in the neck. The knife strock 
the lower part of the chin and passed deeply into the 

r- neck, cutting the ju ax vein and the larger arteries. 
~{r. H. turned from his murderer~ walked about ~ixty 
steps, fell and ired! Mr. ~{. although -
wounded, was able to pursue the murderer who had 

'. 

until his cries alannedthe e in the vicinity. They 
turned out, and withoutmueh difficulty seemed the bl 
thirsty h and lodged rum in jail. 

'the bloody deeds of which :h'l:'Intosh bad been guilty 
soon became known through the city; and c.rowds col
lected at the spot, where the body of Mr. H . lay 
weltering in its blood. Tho excitement was' inten~ 
and soon might be hea.rd a.bove the tumult, the voices of & 

few, exhorting the multitude to takis'surnmary 
The plan and process of procaooiDg were soon . 
ell}. A· mob was immediately organized and weal,. 

15 

• 

• 
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• 

ward to the jail in srull'ch of their victim. The Sheriff, 
l\fr. Brotherton, made some. auempts to oppose' their 
illegal violenct." Apprehensive for the fate of his family, 
who occupied a portion of the jail building, he then re· 
tired taking .them along with him to a place of safety . 
. Another of our fellow-citizens courageously attempted to . 

reason wiLh the angry mob, and to stay them from t.heir . 
fearful proceedings. When, howev{'r, 'he saw that he 
could prevail nothing, but that rather a tumult \'Iras madet 
being himself threatened with violence, he was compel.' 
1ed to retire from the place and leave the enraged multi
tude to do their work. All was done with the utmost , 

deliberation and system, and' an awful stillnei3s pervaded 
the sceno, broken only by the sonnd of the ~mpieme,nts 
employed in demolishing the prison doors. ' 'fhose who 
ha.ve rettd . Scott's description of the Porteus' mob, as 
given in the Heart of Mid Lothian, will ha\~e nn accurate 
idea of't.he manner of proceeding at the jail, Q'f, Thursday 
night. All was still; men spoke to each other in whis ... 
pers, but it was a. whisper which ma.de·the blood curdle 
to hesr it) and indicated the awful energy of purpose, with 
'which thcy were bent upon' sacrificing the life of their 
intended "inurn. Armed persons were stationed as gua.rds 
to protect those engaged in b~-E.H.lkil1g down the doors. 

At length helween eight srul'nirie o'clock at night, the 
cell of the wretch was reaclH3d. Loud shouts of axe-

, 

~ration and trimriphrent the air, as he was ~Qgged forth, 
• 

and hurried away to the scene, of the bUrnt"sacrifice! 
Some seized him by the hairt some by the arms and legs, 
and in this way he was. carned to' fi large ]9cus~ tt'OO. in 
the tsar of tb2 town, nol fa.\'" from the jail. He was then 
chruned' to the tree with hie back against its trunk, and 
facing to the south. The .wood, consisting of rails, plank, 
&c' f was then piled up before him" about ~ high: as his 

• 

• 

• 

• 

.. 

, 

• 
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• 

knees, shavings and a brand were ·brought., 
kindled! . -

171 
• 

and the fire 
• 

• 

Up to this time, as we have heen informed, l\1'Intosh 
-utt~red not a word; but when the fire had seized upon 
its victim, he begged that some one in the crowd would 
shoot him. . He then commenced singing a hymn and 

... 
'ng to pray. Afterwards he h'(}ng his head and suffer-

ed in ~ilencet until roused by some one saying, that he 
m11st be already out of his misery. Upon this, though 
wrapped in flames, and- though the fire had obliterated 
the features of humanity, he laised his bead, and .i'Oke -
out distinctly, saying, 'No, no; I feel as much a... 'my 
of you j I hear yon all; shoot me, shoot me.' He was 
burning about twenty minute: . ·efore life became ex ... 
tinct~ . 

• . ,. 

But the tale of depravity and wo is not yet an told. " - . 

After the crowd had somow hat dispersed, a rahble of boys 
who h~J. attended tQ witness the horrid rites, eonlinenced 
amusing thems~lves by throwing ston~s at the black and 
disfigured' corpse, as it stoo<} chained to the tree. The 
object was to see who should first succeed in brea.king 
the skull! 

• 

Such, according"10 the best information we have been 
able to obtain, is a faithful description of the scene~ that 
has been transacted in out midst. It has given us pain 

• 

to record- it; but in doing so! we feel,. deeply fcet, that 
,va are fulfilling a. s~lemn 'duty, wrich as one of its mem· 
bers we owe '-to this community, and as an American 
ci~izen to our country a.t large. Let no one snppose tha.t 
we would lightly say a word, in derogation of the cha.rac~ 
ter of the city in which we live: on ·'1e co~trary we 
ha.ve, as is natural, a strong desire to g .. ;st.ain and vindi
cate its reputation. But when constitutional law and or· 
der are at-stake, when the question lies between Justice 

-
• 

• 

• 
• 

• 
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• 

• 

• • 



• 

• 

172 MEMOIR OF THE 

regularly administered or the wild·vengeance of a mob, 
then there is but one side on which the- patriot and th& 
Christian can nllly ; . but one course for them w pursue. 

\Ve have drawn the above gloomy and hidt~mjs picture, . 
not for the purpose of holding it up as a fair representa
tion of the moral condition of St. Louis·"''' for we loudly 
protest againstnny. such conclU$ion, and we call upon 
our feno\v~dtizens to join us in such protest", ,but that the 
immpdiate actors in the horrid tragedy, may see the work 
of their handst and shrink in h01'l"or from a repetition of 
it~ and in humble penitence 8 forgiveness of that 
community, whose laws they have ,so , aDd of 
thrtt GOD whose unage they have, without his permis
sion, wickedly defaced; and that l1'\8.y all see, (and 
be warned in time,) the legitimate result of the spirit of 
mf)bis-m~ and whither. unless ruresmd in its first out-

, 

breakings, it is sure to carry us. In Cha.rlestown it bums 
g Convent (n'~er the head of defen 8 women; in 
Baltimore it desect"'.ites the Sahbath, and works all that 
aay in demolishing a private citizen's house; ill ViOLet. 
burg it bangs up ga.mblers, three or four in It row; and 
in St. Louis it; forces a man, , 11 hardened \fletch cer~ 
tHinly,. and one ~hat desen'cd to die, but oot thus to die ' 
ij; §~l,rI,~'(!iS, hi~11 ft':llll beneath the m~ of our constitution 
antI Inl')l7s~ hurries him to the . stake and bums him alive! 

" . ' . 
flluf'nm ye:t tlve ye.ars since the first mob, \vithin, the 

memory tJf man, (for the French settlers of this city were 
a peaceable people, ~nd t.heir descendants continue sO,) 
~~ a.sorganized in St. Louis. . They commenced opera .. 
th'~~A:3, by tearing down the brothels of tho city; and the 
good citizens of the place, not aware of the danger, and 
in consideration of the . done, aside from the 

, 

of doing i~ rather sanctioned theproc.s&ding, at least 
they did nut condemn it. The. next thing wa.~ to bUl'll 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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our· Governor in offigy, because, in the discharge of one 
of the 'most soleIDn functions belonging to his officie.1 
eha.lacter, he had not acted in accordance with the pub.> 
lit: sentiment, of a pa.rt., of this community. The next 
achievement was to t.ear down a gambling-houso; and 
this was done last winter. The next and last need 
ut.' again repeat. 

And now we make our appeal to the dtizens of this 
community: and wberever else our voice can be heard, 
and ask, and ask with the most heart-fell'anxiety, ~s it 
not timo to STOP! We know that in a case like the pre ... 
sont, it is difficult to withdraw our thoughts and feelings, . 
from ,the. 81 eat provocation, to violence, to be found in the 
murderous atrocitY of the", wretch who ha..ct 80 fearfully 
atoned for his crime. But we do say, and insist, that 
these considerations must not be permitted to enter at al!, 
into our reasoning and pn.ctice on .;his point. .We must 
stand by the constitution and laws, or ALL IS '~nNE ! 
. For ourselves, we do not hesitate to s.ay~ that 'We 
have awful fore 'ngs on this subject. Not of St. Louis 
in 'cular, for the experience of tho past year has 
shown, that we ar-e 'not sinners above nt.her' cilit) ut 
for pur whole con ' . \Va have, as a natioH r vioi~ted 

GoD'S Holy Sabbath, profaned his Holy·· r'~~uiie~~ !f.nd 
given oUnlsh?es up to covetonsness, licentiriusni';.:iv, ')wd 
every evil work'; find He in return seems evidantl,:t(')(.· ~be 
withdrawing tha influences of His Spirit from the land, , ' 

leaving us to be 'filled with our own devices.! And 
the consequences are plainly to be ·seen. Men and com
munities, hitherto peaceable and ordedy Jam. brea.king 
OV6't 'all resthUDtg of law and shame, and deeds are dona 
amongst us which show that man is yet a fiend at hea~. 

We" the scene·, of ilia burning, on the da.y fol-
lowing, t noon. We stood and gazed for & m·oment 

15* 
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THE BUBBLE BURST. 
, - - . 

• 

Alton, May 25th, 1837. 
H FOR the last three or four years the people of this 

nation have been pursuing after wealth, as their chief 
• 

good, with· an eagerness unknown be~re in our hiB-
tory. \Vealth has been the god after whi,ch,this nation, 
iu the language of Scripture, has gone a whoring. And 
never was idol morc devoutly worshipped. . It has been 
the supreme object which has occupied onf waking 
thoughts,and our dreaming bours. Our" visions • by 
night' have been of tail-roads, canals, bank stock, sec
tions and quarter sections of land, and town lots. Specu-

• 

lation had become a perfect mania, and we· become 
a nation of ga.mblers. Even the steadiest minds and the 
firmest judgments"were canied away by the rush.. We 
know of nothing like it, except ,the South sea nnd Mis
sissippi schemes of l:.!ngland and 1-'rance. 'The fanner 
was caned the' South Sea Bubble,' and we think that an 
appropriate name for ours wO'u1d be the 'Town Lot Bub
ble.' But the bubble has burst. and all our hopes of 
universal wealth are dissipated into thin air. We find 

• 
ourselves a nation of bankrupts instead of a nation of 

• 
Crcesuses. A nd better it should be the former t the 

• 

latter. • , 

We say better, not"becanse we rejoice over the wide:-' 
spread desolation and ]uin that have_overtaken our chi-

• 

zans, God forbidtbat we should do that, but because we 
do sincerely believe that this nation can.not be trusted 
with riches. In the present difficulties th'at ,have come 
upon us, we think' we see the iDt6rposition of a kind 
Providence in our behalf; and if the blow bas been un .. 

• • 
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with istian frankness, I wish scrupulously to avoid 
all occasion of offence; and this has seemed to 'me the 
best method of effecting both. YOU. will, I am sure, 
agree with me that the subject about which we differ is 
one of. incalculable importance. Two millions and a half 
of our fellow-creatures are groaning in bondage, clushed 
to the earth, deprived of rights which their Maker gave 
them, and which are in themselves inalienable by any 
concei veable process except that of crime. 

However men may theorize, and whatever men may 
wish, it is evident that this is a question of tremendous 
practit:al importance; and in the aspect which it presents 
to the Christian especially, he cannot fail to see enough 
to make him feel that here, at least, is no place for the 
indulgence of the pride of opinion or fondness for a be
loved theory. Men may quibble about mere abstractions, 
and resort to all the arts of metaphysical attack and de
fence, in order to maintain a favourit.e position; but to do 
80 when discussing a question like that of American 
Slavery, is little less than impious, and, in my opinion, 
argues a sad want of moral sensibility. The man who 
can deliberately do this, would find no difficulty in imi
tating Nero, who fiddled while Rome was burning. I 
have made thes6 remarks, before proceeding to the more 

• 

immediate subject of this communication, because a se-
rious, candid, and honest state of mind, when we write 
or read on the subject of Slavery, cannot be too highly 
valued, nor too earnestly prayed for. " 
. I come now to the question of " curtailing Bermons~" 
And how stands this matter? I suppose you will a . t 
that no minister could, at the present time, in any of the 
81av~8tate8, preach what is call~d an " anti.slavery ser
mon," without being driven from his pulpit. Dr. N el. 
son attempted it'in Missouri, and in consequence, had to 

. 17 
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respecter o( persons,' until that work is performed. " And 
then we waul you to liye 19n9 enough after that Loerinos 
your sincerity by , bringing forth fruits meet for repent. 
ance it and then we should be sorry to have you d~p'art, 
until you had witnessed the blessedness immediate 
emancipa.tion, and how groundless were all your fears 

ling it. So that on the whole there seems to be no 
reason why YQU may not, so far as we are concerned, .. 

• • 

• 

" 

indulge the comfortable hope of attaining- to your three :':'<;;' 
. , 

score years and ten. J 

But now to business. You say in regard to the ques-
tion whether the slaves are better treated at the South 
than in the 'Vest. I Give us authentic testimony, and not 
landom statements.' We find it very difficult, brother 
Cummings, to get· any statements which you will con-
sider' authentic'if they make against your pre.conceiv~d 
notions on the subject. 'V 0 will make an effort, how .. 
ever. But first we must say and repeat, that it is a mat .. 

• • 

ter of unfeigned astonishment to ~, that you shQuld.l$k. 
• 

for ev~denee on this subject. 'Ve should not actually. " 
have been more surprised, had you seriously demanded 
of us, proof, that the . rivet was a larger and 
longer stream than the Santee, or Little P.edee. The 
ignoraJlce here is . great enough perhaps qnite 'J 

• • 

to be called absurd. ' 
• 

Your disposal of the 'stra.it·jac~et,' is by no means 
satisfactory, nor is it candid. The phrase is surely prO. 
per enough, supposingjt to be rightly applied. We cer ... 
tainly used the, term 'sbait-jacket,' that is the fact, 
but. we did not apply them to an ' excellent' aged minis
ter,' as you said we did, and so said' that which was not 
fact. Acknowledge your mistake, brother C. 

l\fr. Bailey has written a 'supplementary letter," it 
seems) to explain away the testimony of his Synod, and 

, , 

,. 

, 

• 

• • 

.. 
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, 

ing of 'no : C gospel whose ultimat~· aim, as itJrespects the 
shu-es, goes no farther than this. The c gospel of the 
Son of God,' requires not the c treatment of the 
black man as 8. slavf:, iH!.l as a KAN, and a moral and ac
countable being; and the 'Very first step in this 
treatment is to SET HIH FaEE. Take an illustration of our 

• • meanmg. .. . 
• 

"'''hen the' Paul, out into the Gentile 
• 

. world to (preach the " he found his hearers all 
idolatuJs. He mOfe()\'61' found t.hat in the practice of 
this idol ., the most shameful rites abounded. The 
Heathen of both sexes were accustomed to spend their 
nights in the temples of their idols, in promiscuous, and 
most disgusting licentiousness. Now suppose he had . 
commenced PI68Ching the gospel to these polluted idola
ters in this 'way : . , 'I will not, Oh men of Athens and 
Corinth. . too much of you at once. I will say 
nothing of the divine honoUIs you pay to Jupiter, and· 
Mals, and Mercury, and V enUB, and your other innu .. 
merabie and . dasses ;~ but I do . require in the 
name of my Master, that., when you worship these 
deities, and especially the latter, you should do it in a 
little more respectable and decent manner. If you will 
cease these, your midnight orgies in tbe temples of your 

and prosecute their worship no than to offer 
them daily h1>ations, and to prosttate . before 
their images, it is, I think, all the gospel requires of yon 
at present. And for the rest, if indeed this be not suffi
cient, I leave you to learn it from my successor, Timo
thy.' And thus had the apostle Paul understood the 
« • • of the gospel,' as many of bis modem suc-
cessors scem to do, Christ would have died, not to abolish 

, but to c remedy its evils,' and thus make it re
spectable! At least, this could have been the only result 

-
f 







• • 

• 

• 
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th~y j. their own superiority in judgment, over those 
. whom. they are blaming. Now granting this MBumption. 
(of gentler speech) f.O be couect, (as to some extent it 
doubtlesa is,) yet what does it prove! Any . g but 
wha.t will be found creditable to these self-complacent 
gentlemen. k at the relative condition of the par
ties. The one at their ease, walking backward and for
ward at genlle pace, doing nothing but finding fault; the 
other bald at work, with their heads b , their 
, shoulders peeled; and every .nerve excited to the ut.
most, in their efforts to c accompli~h' as tm . ling their' 
day.' Is it \Vonderf~, that under such circumstances, the 
working .. men shoul~.occasionally . ma.nifest some impa .. 
tience at the ill~timed (to sa.y the least) reproofs and cor,,: 

• 

lections of these .i~lers t. W-e admit, that they ought to 
labour OD, and al ., ... ' possess their souls in patience " 

• 

yet' who that knows human natme'can wonder that they 
sometimes rebuke .~ese· ill .. omened idlers in no very 

, 

, courteous tenns 1,', Ana if haply they use a manifestly 
indiscreet term, or make an unwise movement, there is 
f; enough for t11;e fault-finders to chew upon for a long 
time, which they do .with evident gust, and lather than it 
should fail. them, not content .with olle masticating pro
coss,-they ruminateits--broken morsels .. , .-" ... " 

There are remarkable cases, which may be cited, 
• • 

illwtrating the &bove remarks; and both naye occuued 
within the memory of the present generation. The first 
is the Temperance Reformation. So 80011 as good men 

to take hold of this work in earnest, just so' soon 
the croakers began. Temperance societies were formed, 
seunOM were preached., addresses delivered, books and 
tracts wlitten, all for the put-pose of arousing the nation 
to a. sense of its danger and ita. guilt, in the matter. of 
dl unkenness. The fault-finders, many of them excellem 

, 18° 
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it is that when such men havo been effectually roused, 
the first expression of their feeling is, not of hatred and 
abhorrence to Slavery, but of anger and resentment to
ward those who are opposed to this giant sin. Thi~ 
continues awhile, till'conscience ha.ving been awakfmed 
and commenced doing its work, we soon begin to hear, 
, I am opposed to Slavery as much as any man, DUT .• ' 

• 

But what? y, but Ganison is opposed to theobserv--
ance of the Sabbath,- and \Vright delivers lectures to 
children, and the Misses Grimke have no business to 
lecture in public, (we agree to this,) and Dr. -Wardlaw 

-
hates the Americans, and George Thompson is employed 
by a society of ladies in Glasgow, and the American 
Anti .. Slavery Society has seventy agents in the field, &c. 
&c. They have now got to a point where they must 
acknowledge their 6nOl, or continue to find fault. Hence . 
it is just here that we often see the fault-finders re
doubling their ~ea.l and ingenuity,-magnifying triBes, and 

• • 

converting mistakes into crimes. ' 
The result, however, cannot be do~btful. All good 

men will come over ·those who possess the greatest 
simplicity of Christian chalacter will come first, and the 
rest will follow, as the truth reaches the' heart. In the 

• 

case of 'Anti-Slavery as of Temperance, the 'BUT' will 
he removed ; and all. will Bee that if the work or redeem-

, 

ing our beloved country from the sin and curse of Slaye .. 
ry; is not now well.mana~d, the greater the need why 
they shoulq give their counsels, their prayers, and their 
·aid, instead of holding themselves, as now, aloof for the 

. -
purpose of FAULT-FINDING." 

• 
• 

• • -

• 

•• .. . , 

• 

• 

• 

-

• 

• 

• • 
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highly odious doctrines' of modern Abolitionism, the 
• 

Inore to allay the . of an insulted people, which 
seemed' brewing like a, cloud, ·and . darkening our, social 
atmosphere. Although the combination of. wealth, inter
cst, and moral powey assiduously brought to bear 
nponthe community in order to deter them from such a . 
course; in boldly expressing' their ·free and 
opinions ona subject of delicate anatnro, yet· like men 

'\ 

born to live and diet untrammeled by partYt" . 
by mercenary motives, they met as . freemen, determined 
:0 oppose, in -a manly lDa!'mer, and by a spirited resist
ance, the .odious doctrine of modem mist ule, which 
stole on this community in direct violation of a sGC1'sa 
pledge. . " ,. 

The meeting was by calling to the chajr, 
Dr. Halderman, and'1lppointing J. P. • 

The object of the -meeting then being Stated, on motion a 
committee of three ,appointed to draw up 

Whereupon J~ A. Townsend, Dr. H.- Beall, and S. L. 
Miller, were appointed. .... . 

The after retiring for a. short time, retlnned 
• 

to the meeting the 
&c. t whi~h wer& lUlsnimously .:.. , 

Whereas, The citizens of . n are a 
second tirne to express their disap 'arion of the cOUise 
pursued by the Rev. ·E. P. Lovejoy, Editor of the ' Al
ton Observer,' in publishing and promulgating, the doc
trines of Abolitionism, and that, too, in violation of a 
·solemn pledge, voluDta.l"ily given by at _& former 
meeting of the C?itizens ofAllon, when an exile 'he . sought 
their protection, that 'he would not interfere with the 
question of Abolitionism, in any way whatever, and 
his intention alone was 10 . a religious journal: 

And whereas,. On the stren of that pledge, and in 
19 

, 

• • 
• 

• 

, . 
• 

, 
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full confidence that he would, as a clergyman of his • 
.. 

Cession, hold it sacred, we welcomed bim as an acquisi .. 
tion to our place." But now firiding; much to our mortifi
cation, that he has wantonly violated his pledge, and in
troduced into the columns of his paper, Abolition doctrines 
-of a most . c acter, and continued without 

, 

regard to his solemn assertion to do so,' which we as citi-
zens of a state untrammeled With Slavery, deem it to bf'l 
improper as well as i~politiCf to agitate among us as we 
can have' no benefit .. from it whatever, but on the con· , 

ttary, much injury" and damage, by eliciting from our _ 
sister states, a. feeling towards' us highly injurious to our 

.. 

community. -.. .. 
1. Resolved, That the Rev. E. P. Lovejoy has agaiD 

taken up and advocated the pI'inciples of Abolitionism 
through his paper, the' Observer" contrary to the dispo
sition and will of a majority of the citizens of Alton, and 
in direct violation of a sacred pledge and assurance, -that 

-
. paper when estab' ed in Alton should not be de-

-.. -
voted to Abolitionism. 

'2. Resolved, That we disapprove of the course of the 
, Observer,' in publishing any articles favourable to Abo
litionism, and tha.t we c(m.sure Mr. Lovejoy in pel'lnitting 
such publications to appear in his paper, when a pledge 
or assurance has been given to this commullity, by . , 
that such doctrines should not be advocated. 

.. 

3. Resolved, That a committee-of five citizens be ap-
pointed by .. this meeting to wait upon and confer with 
Afr. Lovejoy, .. and ascertain from, him, whether he in
tends in future to dissemina.te through the colu~ns -of the 
'Observer,' the docuines of Abolitionism, and report the 
result of their conference to the public. 

After the committee the prepstatory preamble 
.. 

• 
.. 

• • 

• 
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• 

ing we are willing to testify to be his words, in conclti-
• 

Slone , 

'But gentlemen, as long as I am an American citi
zen, and as long as American blood l'ons in these veins, 
I shall. hold myself at liberty to speak, to wlite, and to 
publish. whatever I please on any subject, being amena .. 
ble to the laws of my country for thesame-.' . 

• 

, 

• 

• 

• • 

• 
• • 

• 

• 

. GEO. H. WALWORTH, 

• 

A.B. ROFF, . 
• • • 

SOLOM:ON E. MOORE, 
FINGHAM COCK,. 

JOHN W. CHICKERING,· 
J ES MORSS., Jr.,· 
F. W. GRAVES, 
w. L. CHAPPELL, 
A.<; ALEXANDER, .,. 
. CHAS. W. HUNTER." 
•• • 

. . ' • • 
• • 

In addition .to the ; testimo~y of these' gentlemen, we 
haTe the followin'g ~ditorial remarks in the first number 
of the "Alton Observer." 

• 

• • , 
• 

'. Septemb.er 8th, 1837 . 
• 

" WHEN the oppositi9n to the ' Observer' commenced, 
, 

• 

nearly a year ago, in St. Louis, it was openly declared 

• 

• ___________ • ______ • ____ 0 ___ ••• _____ , ____ •• _ ••••• _ •• __ • ______ ~ __ ••• _____ •• __ • __ •• _ ••• ___ •• ___ • ____ •• __ •• _. ___ •• 

by the leader of that opposition, himself an infidel, that 
no religious paper should be permitted to be published 
in that city .. During the absence of the Editor last 
spring, in' attendance on the Goneral Assembly, a lead-., 
ing grog-shop ke~per in St. Louis was i,n.dicted for keep .. 
ingopen his shop .on the Sabbath. Soon' after his in-

• 

dictment a. friend of ours bappened into the houae, and 

. C. and M. recollect t.he subata.nco to be as above • 

• 

• 

• 
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the Editor. By doing 80, I should virtually . that 
the liberty of the press and freedom of speec~,were 
rightfully subject to. other supel vision and conubl, than 
those of the land. But this I cannot admit. On the 
contnuy, in the language of one of the speakers at the 
meeting, I believe that 'the liberty of our forefathers 
has given us the liberty of speech,' and that it is ' our 
duty and our high privilege, to act and speak on aU ques
tions touching great commonwealth.' I am happy, 
gentleme~, in being able heal lily to concur in the above 
sentilnents, which I pel'ceive were uuered by one of 
.your own menthers, and in which I cannot doubt, you 
all I would only &.dd, that I consider . 'liberty' 
was ascertained, but never originated by Qur forefiithers. 
, 

It comes to us, as I conceive, from OUf Maker, and is in 
its nature inalienabl~ to man as man. 

, Believing, therefore, that every thing haying a tenden-
cy to bring this right into , is eminently danger .. 
ous as a precedent, I admit that it can be called 
in question by any lIaaD or body of men, or that they can 
with any propriety t question me as to my exercise of it. 
GenUAmen, I have confidence that you will, upon reflec
tion, aglee with me in . view of the case, and 
consequently appreciate, with justice, my motives in de
clining to receive your communication, as from the offi-
cial organ of the meeting to which you refer. . 

But as individuals whom I hi y respect, pel mit me , 
to say to you, thal it is very far from my intention to· do 
any lhing calculated to bring on an' unwise . . , 
of the subjecL of Slavery, in this . . It is a 
subject thal,. as I apprehend, must be discussed,.must be 
agitated. All viI ulence and . ce of language, 
I should conceive to be 'unwise agitation.' . It· shall be 
my 'aim to resort and provoke to neitlter >l~aope to discuss 

-' . . cf 

• 
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the overwhelmingly important subject of Slavery, with 
the freedom of· a republican and the meekness of a 
Christian. If I fail in either respect, I beg that. you 
will attribute it, gentlemen, to that imperfection which 
attends us all in the performance of our best pUlposes. 

Permit me, respectfully, to refer you ~to an editorial 
article in the 'Alton Observer' of the 20m instant, head
ed, , at are tbe sentiments of Anti-Slavery men l' for 
the full expression of my views and principles on the 
subject of Slavery. ' If these views can be shown to be 
enoneous; I hold myself renctv to reject them,· ~d if 
you, or either of you, or any 01 lily fellow-citizens, deem 
them, and feel able to demonstrate them to be unsound, 

• 

or of dangerous tendency-, you and they are cordially in-
vited to make use of the columns of the 'Observer' for 
that pnrpose~ 

\Vith much respect, 
Your friend and fellow-cit.izen, 

ELIJ A.H P. LOVEJOY." 

From this time, threats of destroying the office of the 
"Observer" by violence, were openly and frequently 
heard. The Missouri Republican, a paper printed at St
Louis, did what it could J . and that was not a little~ to fos
ter this spirit of lawlessness and outrage. Of this, how
ever, the reader can judge from the following editorial ex .. 
tracts from that pap~r. The first was in the number con
taining the doings of the Market House meeting. 

THE . ALTON rvrEETING . 
• 

" WE give to-day all of the proceedings 0[- the meeting 
held in Alton, on Thmsday last, that our space will per
mit. We rejoice to see OUf- neig urs taking this sub-

20 

• 

• 
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of ... "-iton. 
• 
J .'~'" ," , . . . '" 

hot,uJ, than 
ten to ooe .. " 

OPTH 

to 

-

did not· eYe'3 
-

of persuuion. 
round stoNl to 

or 
, , 

. and 
for him," 

ha\ee 
aye, 

The and of E(ti.., 
of the rnthless miscreants that 

DEAREST MOTHER, 

My press 
neve btotber has -, 

done thfl 21 at Gf 
But I have thought 
£.1"(\1'41 ~~ md I would 

so . and. 
snatch the tilne. 

, 

best be given in his wOlds. 

SlA, 1837 .. 

0' I: , 
, - 81 

to you 
Monday .. 

'!l 

down. I be
, it. It 

11 o'clock, 
like to hear 

soon"r, but.that I have 
and so busy, I eould not 

Do not mother, that I aUI disheartened O't dis .. 
Neither is true., I never more convinced 

, 

of the . , of the and the eenaintv of its 
• 

ultimate "As thy day is, so shaH thy stten 
be. n The truth of this promise, I have abundantly ex-
perienced. I have enabled to bear .. gs, easily 
to them, that I once have _ would 
hlu"e cHlSbed me to the The Lord has indeed 

n to "Iue a- . a help, in -time of 
ttouble. The ~ahbath succeeding the mob, I preached 
nom the text,« Thou wilt keep him in perfect » 

whose mind is 8tayedon thee,. he in thee." 
I text as I never had before. 

, 

• 

, 
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collect some instance in his life, in which his strong ope 
. to certain measures and principles, he now sees, 

was entirely owing to groundless and unreasonable pre- . 
judices; . and he is a fortuna.te rtlan who oan recollect 
but one such instance. 

In respect to the subject now to be discussed, the 
writer confesses no one of his readers can pos
sibly be more prejudiced, or more hosule to anti-slavery 
measures: or men, than be once was. And his, too, were 
honest, thougb, alas! how mistaken, prejudices. They 
Blose partly from the fact that \he 'new measures' came 

• • 

directly in contact ,vith his former habits of thought and 
action, and partly, and chiefly, from ilia stlange and as
tonishingly perverted representations given of leading 
men and their principles, in this.new movement. W~ 
recollect no instance of parallelliiisrepresentatioD, except 
the charge brought against Christ of casting out devils 
by Beelzebub, Ute prince of devils. . These Inisrepre" 
sentations were ste.ned by e. few, and honestly beli6!ed 
by the many. They still prevail to a very great extent. 
V err p~ba.bly some of our reader~ may be under their 
influence more or less. We ask them to· be candid with 

, 

themselves, and if they find this to be the case, to make 
• 

an effort to throw them off, and come.to the . perusal of 
what follows, ready to embrace iliff, trutn wherever it is 
found. For truth is eterilal;unchimging, though circum
stances may, an~ d<?'operate to give a different colour to 

. . . ~ 

• 

it, in our view, at different. times. And truth will pre-, 
• 

, and-those who 'do' not y'i~ld fq ~t must be destroyed 
,by it. \Vhat then are the doctrin~ ~f Anti-Slavery men? 

• • 
, 
• 

• • 

FIRST PRINCIPLES • 
• 

• .. ". . . 

1. Abolitionists hold that '·all.men are bom free and 
, .. '-

endowed by their . with celwin inalienable . . ' • 
• • 

• 
• 

• 

• 

, • 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• • 
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rigbts,:aiDong aft) life, LtBEltTY, the 1·' .~.! .. . . ." 

of happiness. t They do not believe that these' ate 
abrogated, or at all by \he . of th~ skin, 
but that they extend to evel-Y indi . of the hu-
man family. 

2. As the are in their nature 
inaiit'Qable, it is not ~,sible that one man can convert 
another into a piece of property, thus at once annihi-
lating all personal rights, without the most 
injustice and usurpation. But American Slavery 
this- it declares a slave to be a C THING,' a C CHAT

TEL!' an article of personal C PROPER.TY;' a piece of C .SR

CR.\NDISE,' and now actually holds' TWO AND A HAi.l' 

KILLIONS of our fellow-men in this precise condition~ 
3. A' therefore, hold American SIa..ety to 

be a a. system of inconceivable injus-
tice~ and a ;'lIN. That it IS a sin against ~od, ose 

as the htful owner of all being8\is 
and against the slave himself, who is deprived 

of the power to clispose of his set vices as conscience may , 
dictate, or his Maker . And as whatever is mo. 
rally can never be politically right, and as the 
Bible teaches, and as Abolitionists believe, that C right .. 
eousness enlteth a , sin is ,a reproa.ch to any 
people,' they also hOld that Slavery is a. political evil of 

will spa . y • , the 
civil and .. , 

and one which, if not removed, 
of our free institutions. 

, 

4. ..~s the Bible illeulca~ man but one duty in 
res.pe·ct to ain, and that is., immediate :repentance; A 

. tionists believe that all who hold slaves, or who approve 
the practice in others, should . . cease to do so. 

- - - - - -----.. -

5. Las.tly, Abolitionists believe, as all 1 sue 
bM'n flee, so all who are now held as slaves in 

, 
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1. ,It is to reject with indignaLion the wild and 
phantasy, that·can hold p"t1pfHly in ·2. To 
pay the labourer his hire, is worthy of it. 3. No 
longer to deny him the right of but to C let every 

, 

Ulan nave his own . ,'as the 4. To let. 
parents have their own: children, for lhey are the gif\ of 
the l101d to and no ono els6 any right to them. 
5. No longer to withhold the advantages of education, 
and tb.ta privilege of . the Bible. 6. To put the 
shw's under the of law, . of tluowing 
him beyond its influ~nce..' . 
Now~ who is tbere that is opposed to Slavery at all, 

and believes it to be wrong and a sin, but will to 
all this ! 

HOW AND Y w.ROK IS 'EKANCIPATION TO DE EFFECTED! 

To this question the is, by the . s dem-
o .seivt>.s, by no otluns.. No otbers can effect it, nor is 
it desirable that' they should, even if they could. Eman
ci ~ , to be of any nIue to the slays, must be the free, 

act of the master, performed (l'0I1} a conviction 
. . 

of its propriety .. This .avowal may oound very $ltange 
to those who hare been in the habit of . gthe prin
ciples of the Abolitionists from the misrepresentations of 
their opponents. Yat this is, and' al ways has been, the 
cardinal principle of Abolitionists. If it be. asked, 
then, why they inteuneddle in a they 'can 
confessedly do nOthing themselves, in the de-
sired result? their reply is, that this is the very 
why they do and ought to intal'lneddle. It is 
they cannot emancipate the slaves, that they . 
those who can to do it. they yes do it, 
there would be no need of discussion· ... instead of dis-

• 

o 

• 

I 

o 
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cussing they would act, and with their present vie 
the work soon be accomplished. 

\ ale they that hold Temperance meetings, form 
Tempe~nco Societies, sustain and edit, and circulate 
Temperance 'Intelligencers' and I H era.ld8'~ Are they 
the men who own distilleries, or who sell or drink ardent 
spirits by the wholesale or retail t Directly the re.verse. 
They" men who ha.ve been convinced of the evil and 
the sin of such practices, and having quit them, t.hem
selves, are nowendeavouling to persllo.de their neigh .. 

to do the . thing. For what pUrpose are the 
very efficient Executive Committee of the Illinois State 
Temperance Society now publishing their' Herald,' and 
endeavouring to send it into every family of the state ? 
Avowedly for the purpose of shutting up every distillery 
and dram shop in the state. The object is a noble one, 
,and we ,bid them speed; but hoW' do they purpose 
to ,accomplish it? By do.ing violence, or exciting an 

• • 

angry community to do violence, to the persons'. or pro-' 
. perty of their fellow citizens! By no manner ,of means. ' 

They would not, if they could. shut up a single grog-' 
shop belOnging to their neighbours and in this fhing, all 
the inhabitants of the state, yea, of the "world, are their 

, 

. they wish, and are de~rmined, if light, 
,and love, and argument, and fact, and demonstration can 
effect it, to persuade all to abandon a bllsines~ 80 detri
mental to all concerned in it., and to the community at 
large. . Now this is precisely the ground occupied by 

, 

Abolitionists· in relation to Slavery. And let it be re-
membered that, the objection of interfeting in the busi· 
ness of others applies with equal force to the one as to 
the other. Should the friends of Temperance succeed, 
they will deprive many' a m.an of hat is now a very 
profi~le business, and so will the Abolitionists. But in 

• 

• 

• 

• 

, 

" 

, 

, 
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universally adopted by our countrymen" we haye no mor~_ __ 
doubt tha~ we have, that Washington lived and Waneh 
died to secure the blessings of civil and religious liberty. 
That they have met 'With such determined opposition • 
and brought upon their prom\nent supporters 'such ex. ' 
trenw' manifestations of popular' hatr¢, is and 
chiefly owing to, the fact that they ha~e,beel\' Ii 
misapprehended, and partly'~hat in their prJctical appli-, ' 
cation in this country; they s~jke, or are suppOsed to " 
srike, aL self-interests of great Ina.gnitude. '" l@ 

Until the sentiments and principles set forth above . 
• 

shall prevail over the earth, the world can never be deliv-,., 
ered f~om the bonaage under wliich it has so long groaned. 
They are the sentiments which, t.hough oftentimes ,qi'nuy , 

• 

, and feebly apprehended, have actuated the mindS of the 
.1' . 

great and good of every age,wlio ~ava<~umed ,-Ov~t·the 
degradation of human nature, and have soug~t to elevate 
it, by.: ascertaining and securing those rights of man. with 
which his ~laker has endowed him .. TheY:are the prin-

. ._- "-- - --" --_ .. -- -- - - - _. ~--. .- -

eiples which actuated a T ar • .:EIHlmi~yIida8, a 
Spartacus and .R Brutus, of antiquity ; a Doria, ; a: Tell, a 
Hampden, a Sidney, a Russell, a Hancock, an Ad~rn8J a 
\Vaslrill nJ of later days. They brought ou:t.~pj.lgrim 

fathers from the homes and fire·sides of old 'England to . . ' 

this country, then an unknown land, and a waste, 
ing wilderness., They sustained them 16 endure , 

, ' 

amI hardships. and privations, until they made the' wilder·· 
~essto 'rejoice and blossom as the rose.' And now shall 
, 

their children forsake these principles, and attempt to roll 
----- -- . - -. - - - - ---- - - - ---- -

back the wheels of that reformation on whoso banner is 
inscribed the LIBERTY AND EQUALITY OF THE HUHAN 

, 

RACE~ and which dispenses in its train, alike to all, the 
blessings of peace, of harmony! and the unmolested rights 
of conscience? No; they will not, they dare not: 

• 

\',. 

, 

, , 
, 

- - - -
' .. 

, . 
-, 
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\V 6 do not me· ' to be u than in the oases 

-, . , 

.. '-- ---~------.-------- ----- .- - - ---------
• 

referred to ahove, tbJe manifestations of these principles 
\vore always proper. Enough, however, appeared to 
show ~hnt the minds of these patriots and sages were. 
communing ,with t.heir!\iaker, a.nd were receiving from 
Hiro-t~o,ug~ o,!}og to the darkness of their minds, im .. 

, ~'-

perfect.lf, ,'and often misapprehended ,ravela-
, 

. tions of th<e'~rights, duties, and privil~ges which he de-
signed for the race. . 

• 

DId t.he {OlthS 

or servile custom aamp their ~n'rous powers' 
Would poUcl.u., the barb'louigrowth 
Of!gncnr..ce and lapine, bowtbcm ' 

, ~ l'm$ pwsuits, to indolene.e and feax , 
to! thoy appeal to nature, ro the winds 
And rolUnt! ow aves, the Slln'! uAwomoo course., 
Tho elements s.nd ; all declare 
For what the eternal hi urDU hu ordetn"d , 

The of man; they feU wilhin thel'or+eh'M 
ltLi cmru'gy d.hinu. 

• 

• • 

, 

These'principles, tben. are eternal and immutable, (or 
they are ostablishetl by God himseLf, and whoever would 
destroy them, must first reach up to heaven and dethrone 
the . A Sin had well nigh banished them from 
the earth, when the Son of God came to re·assert 

, them, and died to sanction them. They are smnmed 
up, perfectly, in the, by which' the angels an .. 
nounced the object of the Redeemer's mission·, , , GLORY 

TO GOD IN THE HIGHEST, ON EAR'TH PEACE, GOOD WILL. 

TOWAR.D KEN.' " 
• 

, . 

, 

-
• 

• 
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encouraged, still the latter part of September, and the' first 
of the next month, was perhaps the gloomiest season of th 
year: n'otlrom tbe deadly hatred of his enemies, though that 

• • 

was coati y increasing, but from the waning ardour, 
. and wavering resolution of many of his friends in Alton. 

• • 

• 

The1'6 were some, however, who never swer,'ed nor hesi-
tated. . And it must be' acknowledgAd that there were 
many things to discourage them. The pecuniary burden -
had to a considerable extent fallen on them, and money 

, 

matters were hard. But what contributed principally to 
this abatement of zeal, and partial desertion a.lUong his 
friends, was the pe~icious influence of a e~rtain pam-

. ,phial,· full of gross perversions, gilded over with a smirk
ingcant of Christian sincerity. This tract with a spe-

, . cions sophistry well calculated to deceivel endeavours to 
prove that the Holy Bible sanctions the system oC.Ameri
can Slavery; and ex'horts the con~cienlious slaveholder 
no longer to go with his bead boweJ. dr"wn like a bulrush, 
oppressed with the feeling that God's " hot displeasure," 
is out against hi.m for his oppression and injustice, but to 
go cheerily on in the good old time-honoured path press-

_ ed by palriarchsl feet, and guarded by apostolic if)' unc
tions! 

Such was the influence of this pamphlet, seconded as 
it by the eff'om of a kindred spirit ,.the Rev. Joel 
Parker of New' Orleans, tbJlt some were. deceived and 

, " went back,'~ others disheartened; and all who w 
opposed, confirmed and stron d in their . i i 7'., 

- -.- ~-.- I n~ consequence -t.D:ere ~ was ._- a. -- want ofu:nion-a.filOD.g~·· - -
• 

those who had been supporters of the" Observer." Some 
wanted it to be a religiQus paper," .. which indeed- it'al .. 
ways had been .. in,other words tha.t it should not med ... 

• 

• By Rev. Smylie of Mississippi. 

• 

• 

• 
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dIe 'with the -subject of Slavery. We speak UQW of 
those in Alton, with whom it was to decide whether the 
paper should start there again or not. Owing to this 
state of gs, the following letter was . wliuen. , 

-, , 

• 

TO THE FRIENDS OF THE REDEE!tIER IN 
ALTON. . 

Alton, September. lIth, 1837. 
DE_~R BRETHREN, i:c:;~ _. 

I t.. is at all times impoltant that the friends· of . 
truth should be· united. It is especially so at the pre
sent time, when iniquity is coming in like a flood. I 
should be false to my covenant vows, and false to lowery 
feeling of my heart, were I to refuse making a.ny per
sonal sacrifice to effect so desirable an object. Having 
learned that there is a division of sentiments among the 
bretbreri J

d

8.S itn -regards the'propriety of my continuing 
longer to 'fill the oalee of Editor of the H Alton Observer," 
I do not hesitate a mort~t to submit the question to your 
decision. ~i:ost· cheerfully will I resign -my post, if in 
your collecth-e wisdom you think the cause we all pro ..... 
fess to love will thereby be promoted. And in coming 
to a decision on this question, I beseech'you as a. fa,\'our 
. "·TIlay 1 not enjoin it as a duty 1· that _ you act 
any regard to my personal feelings. I should be t~ 

the 1\1 Mter I sen·e, and of whose gospel I am a minis-
-tBr; s1ioliIdT a11o\\-: my owriinterests,(real or 8U' 'ed,) ,. 
~c; -be plac.ed in competition with his.' Indeed, I have no 
intJt-l'(l-M t no wish t at least I think I have n<>ne; I know I 
ought to have o{tne other than stich as are subordinate 
to his will. Be it yours, brethren, to decide what is . .-

best for the ca.use of truth, most for the glory of God, and 

. . 

• 

• 

• 

• 

.. 

• 
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the salvation of souls, and rest assured" "whatever my 
own private judgment ma.y be· "of my cordial acquies .. 
cenca in your decision. . 

I had, 'at first, intended to make an uncondition~l Bur-
'" 

render of the editorship into your hands. But as such' 
a course migh~jJe liable to' misconstructions, I have, by 
the advice "of a beloved brother, determined to leave the 
whole matter with you. I am ready to go forward if 
you say.so, and equally ready to yield to a successor, if 
such be your opinion. Yet let me say, promptly, that in 
loo:iting back over my past'. labours as Editor of the " Ob .. 
server," while 1 see many imperfections, and many or .. 
rors and mistakes, I h,ave, nevertheless, done the best I . 

, 

could. This I say in the teB! of God;' so that if I am 
to continue the· Editor, you must not, on the whole, ex
pect 8. much better papa,r than you have had. 

Should you decide_that I ought to gi va place to a. sue .. 
cessor, I shall expect .the two following condit.ions to be 

" 

, 

fulfilled..~ -- ~ ...... ",,- ~-.- "",,-,,"- - -- .---""- -
1. That you will assume in its behalf, all my ohUgs.'" 

tions contracted in consequence of my connec.tion with.. 
the" Observer.t' Some of them were contrazted imlll6 u 

• 

diately on behalf of the U Dhner-ITer," and som~ in sup-
porting my family while its Editor. . 

2. As I have now spent four a.mong the best years of 
my life in struggling to 6stablishthe " Observer," and 
pIaceit on its prsSient footing, I shall e:1-pectyou will 

• 

ful'lush me with a sum sufficient to enable me to re .. 
.. mov~~mYBelf-and famil¥..to..~another-field-Qf ·-h-lore~ - m 

I do not ask, and I trust this will not be thought nnrea .. 
sonable. I would not ask even this had I the 
myself, but I have Dot. . 
.~ 3. On these conditions I surrender int.o your bands , . 

the "Observer's" subscription list, now. amounting to 

• • 
~- - --- ----

, 

• 

. , , 
.' • 

• 

' . 

, 

• 
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moro than two thousand o~e hunqr~d names, andean-
,~ l • 

stantly increasing, together with' aU ,the dues comi~g to 
• • 

the establishment. A list both of the debts -and credits 
-, ,,', 

" . 
accompanies this commuri~cation. , ." ." 

~Iay the spirit of wisdom, dear 'brethren, . gui~e ,yOu to 
a wise a.nd unanimotls decision to '8. decision which ~d 
will approve and ratify, and which shall redound to the 
glory of his name. .. . .,.,' 

• 

y ours affectiona~ely, 
. ELIJAH P. LOVEJOY . 

.. 

• • 

. -
" 

• • .. 

. This paper we introduce for two· reasons; first',. as it 
is a part of his history ~ a.nd aeconuly,tha.t the reader 
may have the means of jUdging as it regards those 
charges of obstinacy and self-will whichhav6<1JO often 
been preferred against him. ' 

At a meeting for the consideration of this resignat.ion, 
, 

the two following resolutions were introduced, for Lhe 
, 

- . sake of -SOlUO- definite action : ...- . _.. . 
~ . . • • 

1. Rcsolt)ed, That the " Alton Observer" 'ought to be 
. , 

est.ablished .. , ' 
, 

2. Resolved, That the Re,~ Elijah P. Lovejoy ought 
to continue its Editor. 

The first of these was passed,~ far as is 
without debate, or,adissenting voice. ' The second, after 

. , . 

being dis.cussecl tb~ugh two or thYea successive qleet .. 
ings, was 'leftwithout any definite action whatever;:~' A 
gentlema.n playfully remarked one e,'ening, on eOJiling 
from oneof.thes8 disCU8sio1l8;.~4hwa . .have-heentrying-to' -~ 
kill vour -brother all the afternoon) but we cannot suc-- , . 
eeed.H Thus t.he thing·:remain~d. .hieanwhile, on the . ,-. 

21st of September, while tl18 Editor was absent attend .. 
ing a meeting of the Presbytery, the press' t1d< . . 

. which he· brought to Alton in little more tha.n a : .:.':'.',' 

• 

, 

• 

. .. " :''''c ., , .. ". . ' ,~ . 
• 

"" ' .. 
.~ 

• • 

• 

, 

.. 
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, . , 

arrived. It was'landed~' sunset, or a little afl,eT, 
, , , 

and, 5uuQunded by quite 8. rimnb.er of friends, who had 
been afprised o( its ci?ming; was conyeyed to the ware.; 
hou:se.of Gerry and 'Veller .. As it passed along tbe streets 
cries'were,he~, u there goes'the Aholition press" stop 

'.' it;, ~t~pit ;~" but.- no ' actual ,violence' was offered. "The 
mayor, apprised of''its arrival, and also of the threats of 
its destruction, gave positive assurance !hat it should be ' 

, protected ; and expressed a wish that its frie~ds should 
leave it. in his hauds. They did so. He posted a. con· 

,stable at the 'door, With orders, to remain till a certain 
.hour. As:,soon as 11e left, ten or twelve H respectable.'~ 

'ruffians, disguised with, handkerchiefs over their faces, 
, , 

broke open the store, rolled the pres •. scross the street 
to,the side of'the river, broke il to' pieces, and threw it. 

, 

, in. While thus en , before they bad proceeded 

, ' 

, 

- , 

• 

-

, , 

, . far in thiS work of robbery, the mayor anived. He told " 
them to disperse. They replied, that they ,w,Quld Has. 

, " " 600nas- they-got~through/' -and w(~nton.-'J!hi$' is--l{l-e- -;- ,"::?L -. 
" _ f, __ 

• 

rally true.' TJie,may~r remrned, saying, thntpe never. ,','~,.. , 
witnessed a more quiet and gentlemanly mob.' ,,'~" fol.. ," 

- . 
lowing letter will show that his enemie.swere not'satis· . 

, , 

. fiedwjth~merely destroying his press. . ''' .. 
• • 

.. ,"'; 
, , 
'-

" ; , 

• 

. ' , "Alton, October 3d, 1837. 
l\'h' DEAR, BR,()Tl.UUt L£i4 ViTT,:,~ .,' , : 

, 

" - -"'fhave' just passed through a scene which -1 
will try to describe to yo~r readers. . 
" --onSabbath,-I--prea(}hed--.. :for~l-be ~Rev.:rtb.- Campbell;:" -_ .. , 
the Presbyterian minister of St. Charles, with whom I 
had formerly heen,acquai9ted, and,,', had' lately at .. 

, ' 

rived in this place from 'Vilming'ton Presbytery, DeJa .. 
ware:; .,I.,preached in the morning, and at' " After 
the audi-enee was dismissed at night, and when all' had, 

• 

- , 

, 

- --. -
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left the house but !vir. Campbell, his brother-ill-la.w, l\ir . 
• 

" Copes, and ~yself, a. young man carne in, and passing 

, 

by me, slipped the following note into my hand: 
• 

" 1\1' R. Lo VEJOY, 
, 

" Be watchful as you come from church to-night. , 
A FRIEND." 

• • 

I showed the note to the two brethren present; and 
:Mr. Campbell invited me to go home with him in con .. 
sequence. I declined, however, and in company with 

, 

him and :Mr. Copes walked home, but a short distance: 
to my mothcr~in·la.w's. Brother Campbell went'in with 
me) ! Jd fvIr. C. passed on., This was about nillle Qt~lock, 

• 

and a very dark night. 'Ve received no molestation on 
our way, and the whole matter had passed my mind. 
Brother C. and I had sat conversing for nearly an hour; 
I\frs. L. had gone to another room and lain down ; her 
mother was with her, having our sick child, while an. 
unmarried sist.er~ofr-frs: L.~wasin the room ~with Mr.-C .. 

. ' 

and myself. The rooms, thus occupied· were on the 
second floor, the first story of the house being tenanted 

. as a store. The access to tho rooms is by a flight of 
stairs leading up to a portico, on which the doors of the 

, 

severa.l roOl~s open. ' , 

• 

About ten)dock, as Mr. Campbell and myself were 
conversing, I heard a kllockingat the foot of the stairs. 
I took a· candle, and opening the door"of~lhe room in . 
which I sat, to learn tllecause, I found t.hatthe ktQck· 

.. inghad calk1d~up Aks.·Lovejoy-and-he! mothe-r,~who ltad~-· ..... 
enquired what was wanted. The answer W:lS," 'Va 
want to fiCa I\lr. Lovejoy, is 11e in." To this I answered 
myself, " Yes, I nm here." They imm-adiately rushed 
np to the portico, and two of them coming into the 'room 

, 

laid hold of me. These two individuals, the name or one , 

• , 

.,.- tL ~ 
; .. - .. , . ' 

• 
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• 

was Littler, formerly from Virginia, th~~ other callea. 
himself & Mississippian, hilt his name I have not.leam~qt 
though it is known in. St. Charles. I asked. them what 
they wanted of me. "We want you down stairs, d ... , . n 
you/' was the reply. They accordingly commenced 
attempting to pull me out of the house. And Dot sue- . 
ceeuing immedis\ely, one of them, Littler, be to beat 
me with his nsts. By this. time, Mrs. L. had corne into 
the room. In doing so she had to make her way through 
the mob on the portico, who attempted to hinder her 
from coming, by ru.dely' pushing her back, and one " cm
valrous" southerner actulilly drew his dirk upon her.· 
Her only reply was to strike him in the face with her 
hand, and then rushing past him, she flew to where I 
was, and throwing her arms around m"e, boldly faced the 
mobit6s,' with 8. fortitude and self·devotion which none 
but a woman and a WIFE ever displayed. :\ . e they 
were attempting with oaths and curses to drag me from 
theroom.she,ws.s. smiting __ tbem __ in. the fa.ce . wit}lb8:r 
hands, or clinging to me to aid in resisting their efforts, 
and telling them that they must first take her before they 
should have her husband. Her energetic measures, 
seconded by those of her mother and sister, induced the 
assailants to let me go and lea.ve the room. 

As soon as they were gone, ~lrB. L.'s powers of en
durance, failed her, and she fainted.. I cauied her into 
another room and laid·,-·her on the bed. So soon as she 

. recovered from her fainting. she Ielapsed into· hysterical 
fits, .. mQa.ning nnd..~hJ"ie_ki_ng,anJi calling upQ~_JJJY~ ~~1!1.e, . 
alternately. :Mrs. L.'s health is at all times eXlre~ely 
delicate. and a.t present peculiarly so, she being some 
months advanced in pregnancy. Her situation a.t this 

., 

time was truly alat'ming and distressing. To add to the 
. perplexities of the moment, I had our sick child in my 

t)!) ..,.., 

-
•• 
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• 
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a negro., And this he said WB·S aU oWing to me ... ho 
instigated the negro to do the deed. lIe :W&6 I. ' 

ruined man. he said, bad just as lief die as' not; ~t b&-
fOfe he died he " would have my blood.» 

The m.ob now rushed up lhe stairs a third and 
one of them, a David Knott, of S1.. Charles, ":,itt with 

" 

a note signed" A citizen of Sl. Charles. tt I regret that 
I have mislaid it. It was short, however, requiring me 
to leave.the town the next day at ten 'o'clock, in the 
morning. I told ~Ir. K. I presumed he expected no an· 
swer to such a note. He said he did not, and immedi .. 
ately left the rOOnL As soon P-S he got out, tbey set up 
a yell, as if so many demons ha.d just broken loose from 
hell. I had insulted th~m, it "Seems, by not ratUl ning an 
answer to their note. ~fy friends now came IO~lD.d'" , 

entreating me to send them a written answer. "'This I 
• 

at first declined, but yielding to their urgent advice, I 
took my pencil and wrote as follows: 

, 

"I have already taken my passage in the stage, to 
leaye to--mouow mOlfling, at least by nine o'clock. 

. ELIJAH P. Lon~:Joy:" 
, 

This was carned out and read to them, and at first, 
. . 

. after some pretty violent altercation among themselves, 
seemed to pacify them. . They went away, as I supposed 
finally. But after having visited the grog.shop, they 
returned with_augmented fury and _?,iolence. ~f y friends 
in the house', ()f whom by the way, there were Dot 
many, DOW became thoroughly alallued. They joined in 
advising me to leave' the house, and make my escape, 
should an opportunity occ~. This I at first absolutely 
declined doi~g. I did so on the principle I had adopted, 

" , 

• • 

• 
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of never (ntharseeking or cavoiding danger in the way of 
duty. U Should such s. man as I deet has been my sen
timent, whether right or wrong. I was at length, 
evert compelled by the united entreaties of them all, and 
especially of my wife, to consent to do so, sbould oppor
tunityotTer. ACCOldingly, when the of lhosa below 
bad div the attention of the mob for a few moments, 
I loft the bouse and went away unperceived. I went up - -

the street a few rods, and finding all still, I came ba.ck 
to reconnoitre, and after looking round awhile, and seeiag 
Qt hearing no enemy, I went back in~o the house.- -Here, 
however, so far from being welcomed, I was greeted with 
reproaches in abundance for my temerity; as they called 
it, in venturing back. 

And sure enough, scarcely had I seated myself before 
the mob returned again, as though they scented their 
prey. One man now went down to them, and _ by the 
promise of a. dmm, led them all away, and I W88 fain to 
escape, not so much from the mob, as from the reproaches 
of my wife and friends, by leaving the house a second 
time., It was now about midnight. Through the good 
hand of my upon mc, I got away unperceived. I 
walked about a mile to -my friend, Maj. Sibley's resi
dence. Having called him up and informed him of my 

, 

condition, he kindly furnished me with a horse; and hav-
ing rested myself on the sofa an hour or two, for I was 
much exhausted, I rode to Mr. Watson's, another friend, 
where I anived about day-break, four miles from town. 
Here I\-Irs. L., though exhausted and utterly unfit to 

- lea,"o her bed, joined me in the morning, we came 
home, reaching Alton &bout noon, meeting with no let or 
hindl'ance, though. Mrs. L. was constantly &lanned with 
apprehensions flf pUismt from St. Charles. 

On our anival in Alton, as \ve were going to our 
, 

-. 

, 

.. .. 
, -

, 

, -
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house, the first person we met in the street, was 
one of the very individuals who had first broken into the 
house at SL Charles. Mrs. L.· . recognized 
~im, and atO once became greatly . There W8·S 

the more reason for fear, inasmuch as the mob in St . 
• 

Charles had repeatedly declare~ their determination to 
pursue me, and to have my life, and one of them, the 
fellow from rtiississippi, boasted that he was chasing me 
about, and that he had assisted to destroy my press in 

. ° Alton. This was· the more readily believed, inasmuch 
- - - -

as it was. known that individuals from St. Louis, where 
this Mississippian now temporarily resides', ,were aiding 
in that work. The mobite from St. Charles also-openly 
boasted here of their assault upon me in that pla.ce. . 

Upon these facts being made· to my friends, 
they deemed it advisable tbat our house should be· . 
on Monday night~ Indeed, this was necessary to' quiet 
l\Irs. -L!s fea.rS. Though completely exhausted, as 
well be supposed, from the soenes of the night before, 
she could not rest~ The mob haunted her excited' . . 
nation; . causing her continually to start from her moments 
of fitful slumber, with cries of rualln. Thie continued 
all the and evening of Monday, and I began to 
ent6Itain serious apprehensions of the consequences. 
.AI! soon, however, as our friends. °to· the number of ten 
al lived with arms in their hands, her fears subsided, and 
she sank into a comparatively silent sleep, which contin
ued tbaough most of the night. It is now Tuesday' 
night. I writing by the bedside of Mrs. L.; whose 
~xcitement and fears have mea.surably returned with the 
darknes.s. She is constantly starting al every sound, 
while her mind is fullof the horrible tbl:ough which 
she has 60 lately passed. Whaltbe- tinal· result . b6 
for her I know not: but hoP<' for the best. We have no 

22-

-

• 
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one with us to..night, excopt tho memberS of our ' 
family. A loaded muok~1 is stanc\ng at my bed..sido, 
while my two brothers, in an adjoining room, have three 
others, together with pistols, . ges, &e. And this 
is the way we live in the city of Alton! I have had in
expressible ,reluctance to resort to this method of defence. 
But dear-bought experience has taught me that there is 
at present no safety for '~et and no defence in thi~ " 
either in the laws or the' protecting regis of public' .' 
ment. I feel that I do not\valk the streets in~safe~\i)c ~ 
every (light when I lie down; it is with the deep settled 
conYk~ion, ~at there ale those near me and around "lnG, 

, .,' ~ 

who seek my lifo. I have resisted this conviction as 
long as I CQuId, but it has been forced upon me. Even 
were I safe fIom my enemlM in Alton, my proximity tcr 

, , ' 

Missouri . . me to attack from that Slate. ' And now 
that it is known that I aUl to 'receiyc no protection here, 
the way is open for them to do with me what they please. 
Accordingly a party of them from St. Louis came up and 
assisted in destroying my press, the first-time. This 
,vas well koo\l'n. They came arllled and stAtioned 
themselves behind !l wall for the pu e of firing 'Upon 
anyone who miglit attempt to defend the office. Yet 

, ' 

who of this city has rebuked this daring outrage on the 
pa.rt of citizens of our state and city, upon the rights and 
person of the citizens of another state and city? No 
one. I mean there has been no public ression of 
opinion on the subject. Our two political pRpet'a. have 
been silent, Of if speaking at all, have wn the blame 

. on me rather than on anyone. else. And if you go 
t ugh the streets of Alton, or into stores and shops, 

yon hear one . outrages upon me, 
you will find five g them. This is true, both of 

aIld non.;professor. I hlU*e no doubts that four .. 
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fifths of the inhabitants of this city are glad that my' 
ples.s has been destroyed by a. mob, both once and 
again. They hate mobs, it is true, but they hate AboH .. 
tionism a great deal more. \Vheth6r creditable to them 
or not, this is the state of public sentiment among our 
citizens. A leading member of the Presbyterinn church 
here, disclosed to me, ill the presence of fifteen or twenty 
persons, that if the U Observer" were le .. established hera. 

,",,' " ld do nothing to protect it from a· mob again. A 
, merchant here, and a Methodist minister, said 

----- ----- -

tlufsame thing) at the same tima. ~1ost of our leading 
men, whether in ohurch or state, lay the bl,me all on me. 

So far from calling the acts of the mob outrages, they 
go about the streets, sa.ying in the hearing of every body, 
"Mr. Lovejoy has no one to thank but himself!' or 
cOUl'se the mob desire no better license than this . 

The pulpit, with but one exception, is silent. Brother 
Graves absent at the time of the first outrage. ' Bu' 
since his return he has taken hold of the work with 

, 

characteristic boldness and zeal. There is no-cowardice ..-

in him, no shrinking from duty through fear of man. I 
wish I' could say as much of our other pastors. Brother 
G. haa told his people their duty faithfully and f£'arle8s1y. 
Whether they will hear him I know not, but he has 
elea'red his skirts. 

And now, my dear brother, if you ask what are my 
, " feelings at a time like this, I answer, perfectly calm, 
p~.tly resigned. Though in the midst of danger, I 
'J;la.~{a constant sense of security that ke('ps me alike 
nom fear or a.nxiety. " Thou wilt keep him in perfect 
peace, whose mind is stayed on thee, because be trust
ath in thee." This promise I feel bas been literally 
fulfilled unto me. I read the pronUi0a of the Bible, and 

" , 

especially the Psalms, with a delight, a r6freshing of soul 

, 
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I never knew before. Some persons here me cou
n· us, and others pronounce me atubbom; but 1 feel 
and I &Il" n.eiilie.r -one nor the other. . Th&.1 I am 
enabled. to continue ft, m ill the midst of all my trials, is 

• • • 
aU of . Let no one give me any . credit for it.. I 
disclaim it. I . feel that J Wflfe robbing Him, if 
evon in I c claim the least shau;) to myself. 
He his said, U As thy day is, so ahall thy sten. be:' 
-
and he has made his prornise . To him be a.U the 
praise. for .,. 

We ha?e 8. excellent brethren- he.re in· Alton. -, 

They are s11)eerely demons to know their duty in this 
en..4l)ls, and to do it. But as yet they c:aooot see that duty 
requires them to maintain their at all h'D,ds. 
Our C(nnoo.tion meets the last Thursday of month. 
And of this be 8ssm ed, the of truth lives in il-
linois! and will not defenders. our paper 
starts . n de-pend on our W ea~ 
North, and South. So far as depend.s Ol~ it shall go. 
By the blessing of I the enter-
prist' so long as I liY'e, and until it. 
And there are in join. in sen .. 

.A cd if I am to die it ' be in a better 
in the CLU1S·1) (.}f ttuth ad holiness, 

~~IJJAH P ... LOVEJOY . 
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THOUGH cast down -our broths!' was not destroyed. II 

And notwithstanding the many discouragements whicb 
suuounded him. about the middle of October he sent for , 

lUlotherpress. ' TAN" as will be recollected, had already 
been destroyed. On& on his anival, on the 21st of July, 
1836, one on the 21st of A ugnat, 1337, and one on' the 
21st of September following. This last press he sent 
for on his own account, and at' that cime h~d not deter .. 
mined where it should be established. And here it win 
be proper to say a word in explanation of his U wish and 
detennination" to leave Alton, as there has been: aome 
misapprehension on . point. His own judgment of 
the was always, that the pre's8 ought to remain at 
Alton, and be maintained there M all hazards. At the 

time he thought it a sinful , of property, to 

bring presses there to be into the Mississippi, 
and if friends remained idle a.nd inditrerent, 
and foes vigilant and active, it must of course be removed 
to some other place. His friends in Quincy were waiting 
to welcome- and protect his press, and he felt disposed 
to go there, provided a sufficient number of frionds could , 
not be found in Alton to sustain it. W 6' speak conti .. 

, 

on this subject, as one of us was with our brother 
at ,this time, and remember to have had sfun and free 
conversation on this very point, viz., the unpleasant atti
tude of an individual placed in direct opposition to a 
large portion of his fellow-citiz&ns, and the duty, of 
maintaining it. And the conclusion was, that a . ex ... 

, 

, 

• 
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p~.riment had been made as to the ~rotettiQn. to be ex .. 
}meted from lh-e civil authorities, Mid th~ unless vol un
teers a ued in the defence oi the la it would be a 
hGpel~ss contest. These. conversations always ended 
by our brother~s remarking, U 'Vell we shall see ben 
the Co{n~ntion meets, n 

On the tbird of' nr.onth, ~ the Synod 
of Illinois held its annual seMion at.· Here 

-

ilie Editor of th~ Obsei ver had an of' 
his brethren f.(on, all of the- stale, 8lld !l greatly 
inspirited; and ~. by the of encourapment, 
and apPllf.\bation whlchlhey unto hjm~ . 

In mentioning the infiuences hich were at 
this time . the Anti,.Slavery cause, and 
tilOre or less dilectly the Editor of th~ " 
Ye!~' as the GlgAD or rep(f).S8llt&tive of that it will 
be p.-:roper to mention a meeting of. the ColoniDrjon So
ciety 0.1' U r Alton, on Tuesday before the Anti...slave
ry Convention, which to meet on the Thursday Col .. 
iowing at the s pll.C~. The history of this meeting is 
~ follows: A few da}"S pI6riOU5t of the . active 
members of 'ely" Bwhieh by thG. had been 
dead f01" ssevetal yeus, II. very 
1.J. ~wyer of that town:. Iud him if he· . 

-

an an Ll-f'(\nvenbou, me-sting make a 
attend 

The 
lawyer replied . soma Q(sllI'lth. and , 
if they would get up an meeting, he would at-
Se'ud., and make a In of l\l):a 

• • swer, as It 15 they concluded to have a 
• • • 

lluta,Uon 
I -

The S Hoa. CyulSand J. _M. 
Peck (If Alton, and the Rev. Joel orNew 
M:r. Parkpt represented. the as 
-

f roun.d with a deal of ardour but with liule. diqcre' -
i - -

~ . -• 

-

-
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lion, and less w' .. trying . with all lhoir might to get 
a Itn--er under w~t . they considered a great mMS of eor .. 
ruption, in order to remove-~t at once. But like the Gre .. 
tian philosopher they could find no stand point.·.. Con

their ejforts were vain. He said, moreover, . 
• 

that owing to our associations, \Ve could not respect the 
black man in this country. As an illustration be said t • 
aD :Irish nobleman t might haye a who should pay 
him .tl£j much re,erel'lce as a slave does· his mas
ter. She might h~ unit.ble, a.nd falthful, and 

• 

secure Ute love of her muter, but he would not 
lutr. U Now," adds Mr. P. U by somt~ unolp&Cte\t 

•• 

of fattune, let this . becomt) 
and.lot her a peer or the land, and be 

totlDS of social intercourse and kty with her fonner 
lOa ster, Iu will wgi,. to ~ .n So, he eon· 

it is with the black man. Let him go to Africfi, 
let us of' as associa~ . with that country, 

• 

shall begin' to . respect him. And he said be. once 
actually knew It. alav-e, who went. to Africa with the name . 
of ' . '. the salubrioWl tUT of that climate, cast 

• 

his slough, and back· Mr. Jones. "Now," . says 
Mr. P., "this prejudice may be but. so it lB, 
we must act on it." He WAS followed bv ~fr. Peck, who t 

slaveholders, together with all. those other so \ 
frequently prefeued against them. ,~ .. 4 ..-.3 3 " 

On Thmsday the 26f.h of October· the state Conve 
tion met. A ttention to this subject had been in\;ted in 
an t$torial- article in the ~'Ohs;.)rver" of the 29th of June t 

which has been in8~~·, Jd.· 
The ,,~ 'tor of the . "Observer" was not the first 

mover in this maUer. He had received several letters 

, 

• • 

• 

• 
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UOlU and friends. the ptoptiety 
of such it Joo\"'ement, and asking bether it not 
time to lnake it. Some of these letters reeei as 
early as the preeeding s . g.. The first " as has 

~n) .nd specific. Subsequently t in 
order to unite. aU men, among w~om there 

. eunce of opinion as to A .. somewhat 
modified was sent on an extra shoot of the 

• 

U Observer,,» This call of the impolUlnco of the 
s.ubject of 8lavery t the . . of . idle 

in a lootal oont&Sl hich agitating our 
country" and requesting who ct; .' 

and for the . ilion of S:",tU y" to 

moot in COl'&1elltion, for tho of (lj,scp:.\on 
and ; not ~ pled' t.h~ e-
by) to any dclinite of· action. This Wl.\9 ,iae sub-
stance of the call. b was simed by about !umdleo 

. "" v 

and 6. .. . . from .. 6J. pal ts of the. state" 
The delegates haring convened in. the I lIyunian 

(,..huI'Cb in Upper AltOD., were eaUed to ordea, and the 
Dr .. Black chosen' the 

clerk. 
put, several voices CI'ied out "no...» 1 'hess wex'c from 

• 

indhiduals in to and if possible to in-
tenD}'" the· doing-s of the Con'rention. Although the 
regular of the Convention, at . time l out ... 
numbered the OtbC,ls, the not lht~ exact 

• 

5"t6 of things, did not the TQW in. th~ .flluna .. 
• 

ti V6. After· this a desnltory, and to ROme extent an an-
gry and disorderly , place) . which continued 
sll the aftWDOOD. At the (:oflliueDcemenl of the diSturb
ance, the Editor of the U Observern ~ta.ti.ng the 
object for which they had met; ths.t individuals from 

• 

. of .&he state had come tbelo,.having been 

, 

• 

• 
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invited so to do, to discuss the subject of Slavery, and 
declarirtg that none. save tboS8Who en~rt&ined similar 
vic to those em 'ad in the call, had any right .to a 
seat in the Convention; asking them whether they could 
as gentlemen, come in and interrupt 8. meeting caJ~ ~d for" 
a specific . Upon this, the reading of ·the call 
sent forth by himself, and also a subsequent one publish
ad by-president Beecher, over his own narne in one of 
the F:~pers of th&t place, cRlled for,- -. 

When these calls had been read, the mob, ~lough 
their chief speaker, declBJed that they responded-to 
them, that they were friends of f166 discussion,nay,r 

• 

courted it, . that they wished to meet the Abolitionists in 
fair and open field, manl with argument, fact with 
fact, roason with reason. Anthis seemed. very fair: 
but m&': :be sequel. The afternoon of that day, Thurs .. 
day,b&\"ldg been spent in this manner, they adjoumed, 
without even organizing the meeting, to nine o'clock neit 
morning. They met according to adjournment. Tho 
chairman then declared the doings of the meeting on 
the previous day as out of order, read the call to which 
two hundred and Dames were attaehed, and de-

• • 

dated the te..<r;t of membership, and that all who 
would subscribe to it should be considered as members 
ot the Convention. Individuals present who wi~hed, 
then signed their names, includIng not a few who were 
known to be opposed to immediate abolition. The Con· 

.. It will be proper to mention heTe, tbat :Yr. B.', neme attacbed 
to the first call, but that., as be· state-d in his note alluded to,. it did 
not oombine all the points which he expected it would, and es:petiaUy 
as to the inritation. which he wished e1tended to a!l frieoo. of the 
~ disc:nssinn of the subject of &lavery; to this there was no 0b
jection, saTe that it feared that the mob taking ad of this 

would come in and claim, 
23 

, 

, 
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. without day., h carried by aeel lion! 
This the free discussionw hieh they desirtld ! 

Thus , tbose who had come th~fe in fa.ith, 
to meet the next day at a private hOUS~t to form a 

State Anti.Slavery Society,no doubt **' existing as to 
the propriety ofauch a. measure. This they did. This 
meeting 'Was composed of some of t.he most pious, and 
l"6Spected, and judiciolls men, ministers a.nd laymen. in 
the state. And here the question whether the U Obser-
ver'? should be . at Alton or not, was fully 

Dr. ~iiles, a ~ntl~mn.n from· Cincinnati, 
said that. it was all that it should maiutain its 

thtlre; ~e'twiset he feared . that the tide of vio-
lence and which had 60wed from the East, 

, 

would again back; and it was decided that it ought 
to remain at that place. Th:"" vote was unanimous, with 
the . of one or from Alton,-who thought that 
it could not be there. The Editor voted for 

, 

its COn~DUtulCe; and it is proper to state that h,e we·! 
chosen COfl"e;;"I:4nding Secretary of the Stat& . iety.' 

The n~n.t . . ano:Uler coloniDtion m~eting hold, 
• 

in the [,ower T &1 which much the doctrines( 
W()IO ad,aOCfOO as at the- previous. one, and by, the ,\ 

T})le Rev. Mr. Parker decla.red it ~;'n un-
. I 

christian thing to go into a community and promulgate! 
, ' 

doctrines which were calculated to excite that commu- \ 
'aily, and that he should consider it his duty to refrain i , 
from !?:peaking on any subject calculated to distu:rb~ and! 
agita~ a. people. This was on the last. day of October. I 

, 

Durif.tg this week several meetings of friends wereheld t \ 

at on~ ()f which Plesident Beecher discns"oo, with much l , 
ability the propriety ~nd duty of. def~nding the' preas, ! 
which was now daily 6;x,pected; by ,physical force. This 
is not the place for his arguments. He dt,\C}ared, how-

, 

• 

, , 
, 

, • 

, -, 
• 

, 

, 
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I ever, that he would enlist 8.8 & soldier ind .. 
J 

f fence of tite law, and in protection of the press:' ~~ 

i 
who had been inclined .toward the extreme "peace 

principles," a$,t.hey are called, were 4.':ODvinced that there 
\ is, and of ngb./. ought to be, sw:h a tbing as civil ' 

of 
, God," and consequently they became willing to 
\ 

• 

\. .... ~bem. < 

On the 2d and 3d of November, meetings were held, 
which in their results and influence an import .. 
ance and iDteloot which otherwise would not ~long to 

them. They may °th propriety be 0 thD star 
chamber, where the death wauant of our brother was 
signed, and put into the handa of the mob for its execution. 
It was not a meeting of tbe rabble. .. and 0 

lian ministers were there. who high in the es-
timation of their fellow .. citizens, and in many respects de .. 
3crvedly Sf). Had they the on the law 
and the right, the" delnned spots" which now stain their 
hands, and will not" out" not been there . 

• 

But we give the proceedings, merely .. that 
the ::."Jeeting originated with the enemies of the " Obser
ver," though SOrhe of its friends were invited to attend. 

, 

PUBLIC MEETING. 
, 

~c AT a large and respectable meeting of the citizens or 
the city of Alton, heM at the counting-room of Messrs. 
John Hogan & "Co., GO Thursday .. Nov. 2d, 
183"1; Samuel G. Bc:.iley, Esq. was calletfto'the chair, 
and William F. D'Wolf appointed 8e~~retaiy. 

Mr. Hogan then announced the object of the meeting 
to be, to takF.l into consid\ll'ation the pi:asent excited 

• 

state of public sentime.:}t in this city, gro.' out of the 

• 
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mscusaion of tbe A ,questi@n; and 'to 

to find some common ground, on which both pauiea 
might meet for lbe .restoration of harmony and fel-
lowship by , . " fenent wish 
that 80, desirab16 an object might be into effect. 

He was followed by the Rev. Edward ·B el, of 
Jacksonville, who stated that the of BUch a 
meeting had originated from Mr. H and that it 
been deemed advisable by him aDd by, Mr. Gilman, that 
the following ., should be laid before the meet-
ing for their .. 

1. Resolwd, the free communication of thoughts 
and opinioDs, is of the invaluable rights of man; and 
that 8yery citizen may freely speak, wlite, and print 
any subject, being " for the. ,of that liberty. 

2. That the of' right is the only 
gtouud for . 'ita Ule. ' 

'3. ~. t That the question of abuse must be de .. 
cided solely by a civil court, and in 
with the ~w; and not by an . • unorgAUI-
zed portion of the commuQity, be it great or 

4. ReBOl."d, For . , mng what the la will not 
reach, we are 10 depend solely on and moral 
means, aided by the contro' , of the *pirit of 
God; and that these appropriately used, furnish 
an ample defence against all Ul prevalence of falae 
principles and unhealthy excitement. 

5. Rtsolo«l, That "here ,discussion is free and unre
strained, and proper used, the triumph of the 
truth is certain; and that with the triumph of ~ 
ratmo of peace w ; but that all to check or 

, 

prohibit discU!8ion, will e&Use a . y incl'eue. of excite-
ment, until such cheeks or prohibitions are removed. 

6. Resolved, That our maintenance of these 
23· 

, 
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should be independent of aU to 
. 

or 
moo.UJ. 

7. Re$olved, That we are more especially- called 
to . them in ~Me of unpopul81 8entimen~ or per
SODS j' 88 in no other cases will any main~n 

• 

them be needed. ," . , 
8. R e.foiv ed, T,imt theSe principles dema~d the pro

tection of the Editor and of the nreS8 of the ' Alton Ob-.. 
server,' ,on grounds of principle solely, and' altogether 

• 

disconneGted with approbation of his sentiments, 
cbaracter~ or course, as Editor of thepapur . 

9. Re3OltJcd, That on. th~e grounds alone, and. irres
pective of all political,. moral, or' religious . 
but solely as' American Citizena., {rom a s&credregwd to 
the gtsat principles oCcivil 8Ociety, to the welfare of our 
country, to the reputation and hOn"Ollf of om'city, to 'our 
owu dearest rights and . privileges, and thooe' of our 
children, we win' protect the press, the property, and the 
Editor of the { Alton Observer,' and maintsain . in the 
free exercise of his r' to print and publiah wb&t.ever 
he pleases, in obedience to the supreme Jaws of the 
lands and under the guid.9.nce and direction of the coasti
tuted civil authorities, he being responsible for the abuM 
of . liberty only to the lawa.ofthe land.. H 

The meeting WlW then addr~8ed at some length by 
Mr. Linder, in opposition to the' tions ; after w hiell 
}vIr. Hayden moved that the resolutions' be laid on the 

, 

table. At the 8Ugge8~on of Mr. Hogan CoL B " 
this motion was subsequently withdra by the mover; 
witen Mr. Hogan. moved thattbe resolutions be refened 
to u. commiuee, with in~tnJ.cti.ows to Ie at an . 
meeting. This motion was agreed to ; and, it being ~l'
dered that . cOlllmittee shouLl consist of seven genUe
meo, t..o be noromated by the c , the HOD. CyZUR 

.,. 

• 
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Edwards, anei Messl'S. John , Stephen Griggs, U. 
F .. Linder, H. G. Van Wagenen,·Thos. G. Hawley, 
Winthrop 3. Gilman, were appointed. 

Mr.. Linder then offered the following resolution, 
which wu tQ: 

Resoloed, , by thU fIIeeting, That in the 
interim between the adjournment and re 
hereof, if any htfraction of the peace be attempted . by 
any or set of men in this community, we will aid to 

the of our power in the . anee of the 1&."8." 

The meeting then adjourned to meet at the court room, 
• • 

on Friday the 3d' t., at two o'clock, P. M" 

, Noo. 3d,.,,· ·2 o'dock, P. M. 
!( The citizens metf pursuant to adjoullunent: and ilie 

meeting being called to order by the , Mr. 
Linder offered the following resolution, which was unan
imously agreed to without· debate !_. -

,'rlla~ this meeting.· be t'!'l:clu-
siYely of the citizens of M.diron· ; and it is 

that others vote or take in the 
discussion of any 8ubject that may be offi,red for their 

• 

~onaidention; all persons in attendance, other 
citizens, will consider themselves as welcome specta ... 
tors.- . 

The Hon. Cyrus Edwards, frO',n the committee ap-
pointed at the previous meeting, then made the . 
re~~; whi.;:h was read : • 

'The committee to takf' under 
~ertain resolutioDs submitted at our last meeting, 
leave to report: that they have given to those 

n 
beg 

.tions a deliberate and candid and are onn-
• 

• Mr. Beeeber reai~. in Mospn . Henee the reIOlution.· BtU • 

• 

.. 

• 

• 
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strained to Bay that, however they may approve. their 
general spirit, they do not consider them, as a whole. 
suited to the ~xigency which has called togethflf the 
citizens of Alton. It is , e'lcite
ments have grown out of collisions of sentiment between 
two great parties on the subject, and that these excite
ments have led to excesses on both sides deeply to be 
deplored. Too much of criniination and' tee' '. 
ha.ve been indulged. On the one hand, the Anti .. Aboli" 
tionists have been charged with a. heartleaa cruelty, a 
reckles3 dis ·of the rights of man, and an insidious 
design, under deceptive pretexts, to perpetuate ·the f01Jl 

> 

stain of Slavery. They have been loaded'with many 
and most opprobrioas epithets, such as pirates, man
stealers, &c. &:c. On the oiher hand, the Abolitionists 
have been too indiscriminately denounced aa violent dis .. 
turbers of the order of society, willfully incendiary 
and disorganizing in their spirit, wickedly prompting 
servile iosurre<.-tions, and traitorously encomaging in
fractions of tbe constitution. tending to disunion, violence 
and bloodshed. These uncharitable impeachments of 
motives have led to an appalling crisis, demanding Q! 
every citizen the exertion of his utmost mBuence 
to arrest all acts of violence, and to restore hal Ulony t\1) 

our once peaceful and prosperous, but now distracted 
city. It is not to be disgnised, that parties are now j)r
gani'£ing and 81 ming for a conflict, which may terminate 
in a train of momnful consequences. Under such cir
ct),mstanc6S, have we been convened. And your com
mittee are satisfied that nothing short 'of . a generous for
bearance. a mild spirit of conciliation, a yielding 
compromise of conflicting claims, can compose the ele
ments of discord, and restore qu~;'t to this agitated com
munity. They are, therefore, forced to re the reso-

• • 

• 

• 

• 
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lutions under as faUing short of the great 
• 

. end in view; as too much of concession on 
the one aid'a, without equivalent concession on the other. 
Neither party can be expected to yield every thing, and 
to acknowledge themselves exclusively in the wrong. In 
,his t,here js no compromise. Th~re must be a mutual 
sacrmee of prejudices, opinions, and interests,' to ac
complish the desired reconciliation ' such a. sacrifice 
as led to the adoption of the great charter of Ameri
can :- freedom.; which has securad to oumelves,' and 
which promises a continuant:e to our posterity, of the 

• 

blessed ftuils of peaCe, prosperity and tUlion. Whilst. 
therefore, we fully and freely recognize the jt18tness of 
the principles upon our constitutionsjj that the 
free comnnmication of thoughts and opinions is one of 
the invaluable rights of man, and that every citizen may 
freely spea.k, write, and print on any subject, being re
sponsible for the abuse of that liberty; that the abuse of 

• 

this right is the only ground for . . use; 
that the question of abuse must be decided solely by a 

civil court, and in accordanoe with the law, and 
. not by an irresponsible and unorganized pc:trtion of the 
community, be it great or small '" your commiUee would, 
with E~alnest importunity, urge as a means of allaying 
the actimony of pally strife, the adoption of 
the following preamble and resolutions: 

ereu, it is of the utmost impoltance that peace, 
harmony, order, and a due regard to law, should be 16·· 

stored to our distracted community; and whereas, in all 
cases of conflicting opinions about rights and privileges, 
each party should yield something in the spirit and form 
of compromise: Therefore, . 

1. Resolved, That a strong confidence is enteJtained 
that our citizens will abstain from all undue excitements, 

I 
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discountenance every act of· violence to',. or piG-

perty, an~ cherish a tJ&cred fe ,Cpr the great prinoiples 
con' in our Bill of Rights. ~ 

2. Resolued, That it is apparent to aU. citizens, 
that the exigencies of the place require a COl1l'3e of mode
ration in reUition to the discussion of principles in them-
861v6s deemed, right. fond of the highest import6i~e; and 
that it is no *8 a. dictate of duty than expediency to 
adopt Buch a course in the present crisis. 

3. That so far as your committee have 
posOeBsed the means of ascertaining the sense of the 
community t in relation to the establishment of a religious 
new8p8.pGr. -such a course Would, at a suitable. 'and 
under the in6uence of judicious proprietors' .~. editors, 
contribute to the cause of .religion and . hip, 
and promote the of the city and . 

4. Reso~d, That whue there appeals to be no dis
position to prevent the liberty of free discussion, through 
the medium of the pres8 or otherwise, as a general thing; 
it is deemed a matter' . spensable to the peace and 
harmony of this community that the labours and influence 
of the late Editor of the 'Observer' be no longer iden· 
tined with any newspaper establishment in this city. 
_, 5. Resolved. ,That whereas it has come to the know .. 

. " • 

lOdge of your .• anmittee that the late Editor of the ' Ob· 
• 

server' has voluntarily proposed to the proprietors and 
stockholders of the' Alton Observer,' to relinquish his 
interest and connection with that paper, if, in tht opinion 
of his friends, that course were expedient; your com
mittee consider that such a course would highly con· 
tribute to the peace and harmony of the-place, and iodi
cate on the part of the friends of the 'Observer,' a dis
position to do all in their power to restolb'the city to ita 
accustomed hat mony and quiet. 

, 
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6. Resolv~, we would not be un as . " 

reflecting in tbe slightest deg upon the private charac .. 
ter or motives of the late Editor ot the' Alton Obser .. 

, 

ver,' by . 'thiDg contained in the foregoing resolution8~' 
, . . 

Mr. Limier then took the floor, in support and expla .. 
nation of the, views taken by the committee. and urged 
the adOph~ll of the resolutions by" them with 

-
much ealncstaeS8. \Vhen he closed his IOOlarks, Win-, 

tbiOp S. Gilman, Esq., one of the committee; handed the 
following protest against some of tbe sentimentS s&-

• 

ed in the report; which he desired be made a 
• 

part of the record of the meeting. 
\V. S. Gilman, from the coinmiUee, protested against 

80 much 'of the report as is contained in theumolutioas ; 
, 

alledging it as his opinion, the rigid enforcement of 
the law would prove the only sure protection of the rights 
of citizens, a.nd the only safe remedy for similar excite
ments in future. 

The Rev. E. P. Lovejoy, Editor of the 'Observer,' 
here addressed the meeting at some length, in a. speech 
declaratory of his right, under the Constitution of this 
stato, to print a.nd publish his opinions, and of bis deter
mination tv stand on this right, a.nd abide the conse
quences, under a solemn sense of duty .. , 

He was followed by Mr. Hogan, wh~" a w 
4 .~ , 

" 

• 

ditTerent view of the subject; and iliat it .. , 
the duty of Mr. Lovejoy, as a Christiap and patriot, to 

abstain from the exercise of eome of his abattact rights 
und~r existing circumstances. In the COUlse of his fe .. 

, 

marks, the fonner referred to the pledge said to have 
been publicly given by the lauer, when he firsl came to 
Alton ~ and observed, that at that time he moat certainly 

. did understand Mr. L. to say, that, inasmuch as be had 
left a slaveholding state, and had come to reside in a free 

, 

• • 

• 
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• 
state, he did not conceive it his duty to advocate the 
cause of emancipation, and did not intend doing 80. 

The Rev. F. W. Graves then rose in explanation; 
and .asked Mr. Hogan whether Mr. Lovejoy did not, at 
the time referred to, distinctly state that he yielded none 
of hiB rights, to discuss any subject which he saw nt. 
1\fr. Hogan replying in the affirmative, Mr. G. proceeded 
to remark, that when Mr. L. arrived in this city, he en
tertained the views attributed to him by the gentleman 
who had just taken his seat; that a change. had subse
quently taken place in his opinions; and that, at a. cer-

• 

tain meeting of the friends of the' Observer,' h_e (Mr . .L.) 
had made known this alteration in his sentiments, and 
&8ked advice whether it was best to come out in public 
on the 8ubj~ct. That, under the cu-cumstances of the 
case, it was deemed most proper to Jet the paper go on 
--there then being no excitement in the public mind. 
i\fr. G. next alluded to the present excited state of the 

• 

popular feeling; and said that the friends of the I Ob-
server' had lately received communications from all parts 
of the country, and even from Kentucky, Missouri, amI 
~fiS8i88ippi, urging the necessity of re-establishing the 
press. 

Mr. Linder followed in reply; and said be now un
derstood the whole matter. It was a question, whether 
the interest and feelings of the citizens of Alton should 
be consulted; or whether we were to be dictated to by 
foreigners, who cared nothing but for the gratification of 
their own inclinations, and t.he establishment of certain 

• 

abstract principles, which no one, as a general thing, 
ever thought of questioning. He concluded his remarKS 
by offering the following resolution. 

ResoZued, That the discussion of the doctrines of im
mediate Abolitionism, as they have been discussed in the 

• 
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columns of the' Alton Observer,' would be destructive 
of the peace and harmony of the citizens of .Alton, and 
that, therefore, we cannot recommend the re-establish
ment of that paper, or any other of a similar chara.cter, . 
and conducted with.8 like spirit. 

The resolution having been' read, Mr. Edwards rose, 
. and expressed the hnpe that iLliJ adoption would not be . 
pressed at this moment. He dwelt with great earnest
ness and effect on the importance of calmness in ollr de
liberations; and truste<i that the present meeting wculd 
Le productive of good to the comm!lnity. The resolution 
was then laid on the table. 

Judge Hawley then made a few very eloquent and ap
propriate remarks, on the subject for which this meeting 
had been caned: and concluded by offering the follow
ing preamble and resolution; which were read, and laid 
on the table for the present. 

Whereas, great and general excitement has for some 
time past prevailed with the people of the city of Alton, 

• 

in relation to the publication .of the doctrines of Aboli-: 
tion, as promulgated by Mr. E. P. Lo\'ejoy, in a paper 
called the ' Alton Observer;' and whereas, as a COllBe-

• 

quence of that excitement, personal violence ha.q been 
resorted to in the destruction of said press: Therefore, 

Resolved, That whilst we decidedly disapprove of the 
doctrines, as put forth by the said Lovejoy, 8S subversive 
of the great principles of our union, and of the prosperity 
of. our young and growing city, we at the same time as 

• 

decidedly disapprove of all unlawful violence. 
The question on agreeing to the report of the com-

. mittee was then called for; and, On motion of Mr .. Ho
gan, the resolutions being taken up sepalately, WOlt) seve
rally d~sposed of as follows: resolutions 1, 2, and 4, were 
agreed to unanimously; and resolutions 3, 5, and 6, were 

24 

• 
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• • • 

stricken out. The report" as amended, W88 then agreed 
to. • 

The resolution cffered by Mr. Linder, and laid on the 
table, was t~n taken up, and agreed to; as was also 
that oubsequently introduced by Judge Hawley, after 
striking out the preamble from the latter. 

Mr. Kl'um then offered the following resolution; which 
was also agree.~.to. 

ResoltJed, That 8S citizens of Alton, and the friends' of 
• 

order, peace, and cODstihltionallaw, we regret that per-
sons and editors from abroad have seen proper to interest 
themselves sa conspicuously in the discU8sionnnd agita
tion of a question, in which our city is made the princi. 
pal theatre." 

The meeting then adj<!urned r sine die. 
SAM'L G. BAILEY, Chai' 

'N. F. D'WOLF, Secretary. • 

These proceedings spea.k for th~mselve8. Some of 
the Bpeeches were of a moat violent kind, attacking not 
only Abolition, but religi~:m and its ministers. It will be 
r:een that by rejecting the third resolution, they virtually 
declared that no religious paper would he tolerated, al
though under the manageinent of "judicious proprietors 
and editors," and stalted at a. H proper time."" 

• 

The remark:a of our br()ther l'cfvrred to in the doings 
of the meeting, were as follows, _ 

Having obtained the floor" be went to the desk in front 
of the assembly, and said: . 

" 1\1r. Chairm3Jl '" it is not true, as' has been charged 
upon me, that I hold in contempt the feelings and senti
ments of this· community, in reference to the question 
~hich is DOW agitating it. . I respect and appreciate the 
feelings and opinions of my fellow ... citizcns, and it is aua 
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of the most painful and unpleasant duties of my life, that 
I am called upon to act in opposition to them. If you 
8uppose, sir, that I have published sentil:n6ma contrary 
to those generaHy held in this community, bQcau86 I de-. 
ligL\ed in differing from them, or in occasioning II dis
turbance, you have entirely misapprehended me. But, 

• 

sir, while I ,~ue 100 good opinion of my fellow-citizens, 
as highly as ~y one, I may be permitt~d to say, that I 
am governed by higher considerationg than either the 
favour or the fear of man. I am impelled to the course 
I have taken, because I fear God. As I shall answer it 
to my God in the great day, I dare not abandon.my sen .. 
timents, ar cease in. all proper ways to propagate them. 

" I, Mr. Cbainnan, have not desired, or asked any 
I have asked for nothing. bot to be pro .. 

tected in my rights as a citizen· .' .rights which God has 
given me, and which are guaranteed to me by the con
stitution of my counLry. Have I, sir, been guilty of any 
infraction of the laws? Whose good name have I in
jured '1 When and where llaVA I published any thing 
injurious to the reputation of Alton 1 Have 1 not, on the 
other hand, laboured, in comm0J11 with the rest of my 
fellow-citizens} to promote the reputation and interelfia of 
this' city? What, sir"I ask, has been my offence? Put-' 
your finger upon it· .. define it-... and I stand ready to an
swer for it. If I have commit.ted any crime, you ca.n ea.sily 
convjct me. You have public sectiment in your favour. 
You ha\?e your juri~8, and you have your attorney, (look
ing at the Auorney·Ge ) and I have no doubt you 
can convict me. But if I ba\'~ been guilty of no viola
tion of law, why am I hunted up a.nd down continually 
like a partridge upen the mountains.? Why am I threat
ened with the tar..lJa"el? \-Vhy am I waylaid every 

• 

• 
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day, and from night to night, and my life in jeopardy 
every n01J.r ? 

"You have, sir, made up, as the lawyers eay, a false 
issue; there are not two parties between whom there 
can be a compromise. 1 plant myself, sir, down on my 
unquestionable rigJus, and the question to be decided is) 
whether I shall be protected in the exercise, and enjoy
ment of those rights that is the question, sir; whether 
my properly shall be protected, whether I shall be suf
fered to go home to my family at night without being 
assailed, and threatened with tar and feathers, and as
sassination; whether mv afHicted wife, whose life bas 

• 
been in jeopardy, from continued and excitement, 
shall night after night be driven from a sick bed into the 
gatret to save her life from the brickbats and violence 
of the mobs; that sir, is the question." Here, much af
fected and overcome by his feelings, he burst into teal s. 
:Many) not excepting even his enemies, wept several 
sobbed aloud, and the sympathies of the whole IDeeting 
were deeply excited. He continued. "Forghoe me, 
sir, tha.t I have thus betrayed my weakness. It was the 
allusion to my family that overcame my feelings. Not, 
sir, I assure you, from a.ny fears on my part. I have no 
personal fears. Not that I feel able to contest the mat
ter with the whole community, I know perfectly well I 
am not. I know, sir, that you Call tar and feather me, 
hang me up, or put me into the Mississippi, without the 
least difficulty. But what then 1 Where shall I go? I 
have been made W feel t,hat . , I am not safe at Alton, I 
shall not be safe any where. I recently visited St. 
Charles to bring home my . t and was ,torn from 
their frantic embrace by a mob. I have been beset night 
and day at Alton. And now if I leave here and go else
where, violence may overtake me in my retreat, and I 
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have no more claim npon the protection of any other com· 
munity than I have upon this; and I have concluded, after 
consultation with my friends, and ealnestly seeking 
cOUDsel of , to remain at A lton, and here to insist on 
protection in the exerci@e of my rights. If the civil au· 
thorities refuse. to protect me, I must look to God; and 
if I die, I have determined to make my grave in Alton." 

A 'Wl'iter who waS present, after giving the substance 
of these remarks, observes: . 

" His manne.- . but I cannot attempt to describe it. He 
was calm and serious, but firm and decided. Not an epi
thet or unkind allusion escaped his lips, notwithstanding 
he knew he was in the midst of those who were seeking 
his blood, and notwithstanding he was well aware of tha 
influence that that meeting, if it should not take the right 
turn, would have in infuriating the mob to do their work. 
He and his friends had prayed earnestly that God would 
overrule the deliberations of that meeting for good. He 
had been all day communing with God. His counte
nance, the 8ubdued tones of his· voice, and whole ap
pearance indicated a mind in a peculiarly heavenly frame, 
and ready to acqniesce in the will of , w hatev6r that 
might be. I confess to you, sir, that I regarded him at 
the time, in view of all the circumstances, as presenting 
a spectacle of moral 8ublimity, such as I had never be· 
fore witnessed, and such as the world seldom affords. It 
reminded me of Paul before Festus, and of Luther at 
WOI'IDS." 

The press was now .. expected. Consequently 
there was no little excitement ud anxiety. As soon 8.8 

the puff of a boat was heard, the friends started for the 
landing-place to receive and protect it. The mob were 
no less vigilant, and had declared that it should be de
s ed at the landing. One of their number was sta· 

24* 
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hs obscure. Probably it meanf,l setting forth the reasons 
to H Mr. Lovejoy and his friends why they should not 
establish an Abolition pre.C\s." The MaYQr told them 
that that vote was not answering the proposition which 
he made to them, and that consequently he should not 
sign it if passed. It was laid on the tahle, and the 
Council adjourned, and nothing more was doue about it. 

On Monday cyening between forty and fifty citiz~n8 ~et 
in the warehouse of G1>dfrey, Gilman &; Co., where the 
press was to be stored, in order to form themselves into 
a volunteer company, to act under the direction of the 
Mayor, in defence of the law. About ten o'clock several 
left; far from thirty remaining in the building, with 
one of the city con&tables to command tbem. They 
were with rifles and muskets, mostly the former, 
loaded with buckshot or small balls. The Editor of the 
" Observer" was not tbere. His dwelling had been at
tacked but & few nights before,. and himself and sister 
nailowly escaped being hit with 8. heavy brickbat, suffi· -
dent to takti life. In consequence of the nightly ex-
pectation of an assault, he made anangemenLs with a 
brother then wi.th him, to watch alternate.Iy every other 
night, at home and at the store. At three o'clock the 
boat auived containing the lo'ftg looked for press, It 
was a light night, and the sentinel of the mob been 
seen, at ' all night on the shore, who immedi .. 
ately gave the alarm, and horns were blown throughout 
the city. As 800n as the boat was the Mayor 
was called, and came into the building. He requested 
those within to remain there, and k~~p qukt» till called 
upon. He said he should go out and attend the s~!lring 
of the press, and if any mob co~ected should command 
them to disperse if they refused> and offered any vio
ience, he should command those in the building tome. 

• 

• 
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Owing, bowenn, to the lattmess of the hour, the mob 
\V~re unable to muster their forces. to any considerable 
uU/Alber, and the pr&S8 was stored without molestation, 
e:.i:l~ept the firing of a few stones. 'rhe press thus weIr 
deposited in the ganet of a fillll s~ne was 
thought to be secure. The great contest was expected 
at the landing, as it would be more difficult to ptotect it 
there. aad of course additional advantages would be af· 
forded the mob for its destruction . 

• 

No very unusual excitement prevailed on Tuesday, 
though it noised through the city that " the Abolition 
press" had arrived. On Tuesday night Ute voluntecrn. 
already spoken of again met at the saUle place. At 
nine, all but twelve (one or two dropped in aCta .... -J 
,vent away. Our brother remained, with Oll8,QA 

• • • 

two others, was the only Abolitionist there. They were 
there not as Abolitionists but as citizen!:l. . 

And here it will be proper to describe the 
so that the" reader may have a clear conception of the 
scene. The ~lisaissippi river, who.~e general com&e, 
as is known: is southerly, at this point runs nearly 
east. The building is composed of two with two 
separate roofs, communicating ,vith other within. 
The gable ends are north and -eomh: "ooe of them of 
course, next the river. All the' and also all 
lh~ doors, with the exception of one which opens into 
the b.?sement· story on the east side, are in the two gable 
ends. It is three stories high on the north end, and 
four on the south, the one next the river. It 
alone; a street being on the north end, the river on the 
south, and several rods open apace on the two sid;es, 
so that it is acc~ssible on all points. 

About ten o'clock, the drunkeries and 
began to belch forth their inmates, a of 

• 

• 

" 
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t' individuals, armed, 80me with stones, and some 
with guns and pistols,· formed themselves intO a line on 

-RIOT TRIALS . 
• 

Contrary to gen~rat expectation, the persons recently indicted for 
haYing participll.ted in the fatnt riot of the 7th of November, ¥I'ere brought 
to trial on Wednesday and Friday of lut week, llnd severally acquiued 
-lthc IISsa.illlnt1, and defendants being tried on different d_ya. Our busi· 
M!\S eog~mfmt.s having put it out of our power to at~nd in either cue, 
we Afe ind€ltlt¢d for the following brief notes of both trial. t.o t.he polite
IH!S,l of two gentlemw prescnt, who have k.indly farnished them at our re· 
quest. 

"On \\'l'ntlnNtday lut, our City Court was occupied from half'pl.lltnine 
j,l th~ niorning until ten at night I in tbe tri .. l of the cau..., of the People " •. 
En~).'l?;~ t.ont~, T. B. Hu.rlbut, Wm. Hamed, Geo. A. W.I A. B. Roff, 
"t,'l/illthrop S .. Oilm:.l.D, James MolSs, Jr., George H. Whitney, John S. 
;\ c.\h:., He.nl"y ,'a.'1nOf, Royal Weller, and Reuben Gerry, upon an indict. 
t::'lt~r.t rara rioton the memon.ble night of the 7th NOTcmber lUl, in defend· 
i :l~: l~ pri.nting pre.S5 then in the po.s~uion of Godfrey, Gilman & Co. The 
itldlctroent conta.ined two countl; one of which charged tbe defendants 
'with l(>si.'!ting an llUack made by certain persons anILno_n, to destroy a 
printing tho property of Godfrey and Gilman, and then being in 
their is ; the other ('vunt . the clefendants with unltiwfully 
defending a certain ing the property of Godfrey and Gil· 

an attempt by eerhin pensons to force open and enter the 
nrne. Mr. Dan!!, one of the counsel for Mr. Gilman, Iiloved for a 8(!!>a
flte trial as t.o Mr. Gilman; whieh, I!n.er mnch argnment, was granted, 
upon tho condition tbat the other eleven defenda.ntlshoald stipulate to be 
tried jointly _ At tbis atlge of the ca.nse, a petition signed by some .ixty 
citilens was presented to the court, praying that t,he Hon. U. F. Linder, 
Attorney General ofilie State, might be peitnitted to anis\ the City At
tomey in the . J of the indictment. ri'be court, in an.wer to 

tbe petition, remarked, that it. was wholly without its province to interfere 
wilh the subject matter of the petition; inumuch M the City Attorney 
alone, could say who should and who shoold not . him; and conle· 
quently, the court, in of ita dUly, and with all 
for the petitioners, would be compelled to deny the request; but Lhat tbe 
Attorney General coold appear in the caMe, ifthe counsel for tbe people 
and the defendant should so conaent. Mr. Davis then and stated 
to the court, th&t neither Mr. Gilman nor his· 1 had anyobject.ion. 

• 

• 
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tbo 50uth end of tho atort) next tho river, knocked snd 
hsilod lho stOff). Tho~o within \VefO alalionml in ditTt:· 

",h',t~T(H 10 tho AUQrtttl'y ,:~nt'rt\1'8 tlPfM'uin1t on l~hl\lf of the Pcoplo. 
Tho City AthmwJ cOnS(!ntH".~;. ~h. l.indor appear«! in aid of tho Prol(\' 
c \,l t.l QU. 

A Jury 'IIi""" without much difficuhy impanntl\e-d; ,md thQ pros(t(lulion 
pr~~ed in th~ \"u-lninc.uon of tb .... tfJ~hmon)', wtuoh ticve\op·{'d 11l0!!l\ 
duor'} thi~ 'ff~')lCl) tn.n~;:,\ion (S04U h_ -'"3ir.\ down ~) its laml~nt!\bl(l Ie r· 
ruina.liotl. One of thtt Wit!H~1'I.3~' on tho put of th-e prostmu.i.oo. H. H. 
""ust, Esq, $tal~d. thAt t'o~rl}" in tho oTenin8> aboul dark.. a Pl.l'lOIl o3.11ed 
UpCt.'l him, !uvd ,n(ormtl'd him that I't Il~h \n., to lxs gu.U~n l~p tht\t night, 
1/\ i t ~l III T .~W of dt$~)' iniJ t.be t.hftn ttl tho \\Iiuroholae of Godfrt'ly, 
Gilrmtn &. Co., a.ud that th1) n.n,.J).ilM\~ had df,~a .. i~ to obte~n tho 
pr«(,utS. and dutto,. it.. cit.b-tr by burnin; .he ,*l\ro~iOUa(!, or blowing it up i 
~t tho ~c&On giving bim thtl inrQ"D~.til)fl \H~ him tc gtllUld MC Mr. 
Gilman. and iru;»m him Clthh., fact i th.lt heo, in ao.m.,a.ny with E. KOIILtiJ:lg. 
Esq. did "pair to the of. Gilmrw, wh1!rt! he found." Jlum· 

• 

ber oJ iDdlridml121s:Mmblted.ll11 of l'(hom W")rtl e.n:r.oo with muskets; aw 
that be the.ro Illled to Y;:.· what hIit had ~:;: t.old? ~ tho tul)lt)Uf 

that tbroagh &he town i thal lh. G.i..lm:Oin &tea.t 
utooislunant s~ tho ~.:cW, could oot ~rooil, i't; U.-! it3.\'J he did 
notez!A-dany lUac.k wou.Mb6 thltte~nir.-~. r~h. \i'1<'(·s~ !\!!!Go~_\.e'(! 
th~1 th'tl f;.i;t'k¢i.t. . 00 th~ ol';:;tai/,h, tftlf t.~,t:;:nf~I~.1l 'I,'(:U~y of ltt-::~e4 
a.L tho· 8l.!!JId <lOOt$., ud thal w:f~ .F.nd IN$. tA« 4J'ltluiii$ 
}l~~ ro aJ>J guM tK:.i~ ~l from within.. Mr. K~"tillg oorrobo~ratt\.\ 

. . 

iu .. fl(tt)' ~'~f.-e-t:t uu; te:t~imooJ ;)t Mr. W em. II:Il~d ~~ !~~;lti mod that the 
firins of laDS (!O(rlJ;'Q('tleed on tM outside. and t.t the tM. .fo-~v\ i<.littJd: 
m.ade upon the . All the witnusfSB ",m' in this partieulu j 
lWd the Major <>f tl:w city,. in his sblted.·~ he SAW the aov:a.il· , 

ants, th~1 tint 'W'eat ~the maDyofwhom' picking 
up u they to\T1'Ulia it, and 0ft4 had I!I t; '='~ 
The~ one other besides the Mayor, wled on behalf of \he 
defendant" tlw '&:latement of the witnesses on the pa.rt 
of the as to the first being mZlde on the oot&ide with 

a.nd who sl,ntOO. fwUter. that he ,one of the in-
o 

who bAd there with a 'tiew ofo.tre:fend· 
. 

iog it. tlm. it U!~stood and among theru~ thlt they 
\liere in Do cue tt>aet u.~pt UtJ'M'l the def~tJSi,e; and thll1 a rewrt to 

o • 

'fIiIuoot to be had ' driTe1l to it in the of their 
lie further s:t .. ted tha\. they all npprm>l they Wert'! acting under 

tho artthorlty of !hi! H~yor. 
al~H'e is the , both on the p-m of the 

• 

o 

o 

• 
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rent parts of Lbo building. Mr. Gilman, one of the own
ens of the Slore, asked them from tho garret door, what 

proMo\l1.ioa and the defenee, and which will aervo to live the pllbHo 10m a 
idea of the faota deve) in the cau.ae, until tbtl)' thaH be enabled to leo 
a minute Ilatl"ment aftho wholf! trilll, which, ",.t.'\ are inform~d, is now pro· 

Ml'ina taken full nnte. for tb,t which 
",m be publiahed in pimphl., form aa too1l u the eireomatanees wjll 
admit or jl, The caunael for the defendant then propoaod to Iubmil tho 
cue without argument to tbe jury; which hein, objected to on tho part 
of the pt'OlOOQtioo, it wu aummed up by F. B. Murdoeh. City Attorney, 
Samuel G. Bail.,y, ud U. F. I.inder, Attorne)' General, Eeq'I'I., on tho 
put ohhe ptoeeculioo, and T. !iI. Dnil and Alfrod Cowie., Eaq'l'I. 
on thu part of the defendant. No inltructi(Jlll being aaked for by either 
aido, the caUIe W&8 aubmitted after the argument of eoun.el without any 

. Ii bill honour the Judge to the jury j who, after an ablenee 
of t&n tea. returned lOW coun the verdict o( Not Guilty. Tho nnt 
morain, the City Attorney entered a MlU u to the other elefen 

, 

On Friday, the 19th of Januuy, there on for trial in the Munici-
pal Court ofthiacity, the cue of the People against Fredflriok Bruohey, 

. Carr, Jllmn M. Rock, naYid Butler. Horace Beall. Le"i 
Palmer,' Nutler.· ' Je.n.ninp, and others. Two of the defendants 
had left the CiLY : tho olbers e'me in l'oluotarily. and entered tbe plea of 
Nol The iod.ictmeot was (or riot, and tbat the defend· 
anta, 00 the 7th of No.ember, withforee and atms, riotously and lout· 
oualy entered the ~ of Godfrey aDd Winthrop R. GH-
man, and fOicibly aDd deatioytd a printing then and there 
being. the proper '-end chattels of the Aid Godfrey ftnd GilnulD I 
contJ"8JY to the in sucb cue made and providod. An indictment 
had been fOCJnd -';01' Wintbrop S. GIlman and otben, 1\rhn bl\d entered 
the .. id to defend the preas (rom threatened destruction ~ 
the mob without. That indietmenl'IIJU tried on Wedne5day, the 17th 
day of January, which trial resulted in the acquittance of 'Mr. Gilman, 
who was Lried Iy; after which the City Attorney dismi8'ed the 

. u to the other defendants, jointly indicted with him. This 
trial having led to an examination of tho whole case, as lIteU of thOle a,,· 

ltin& the warehouse, u defending it, the members oftha jory 
of the regular paDne} bad forwfd opinions in relation to the matter, so as 
to diaqualify thmlJselv~. It therefore became ner.essary to select a new 
jury from the by-standen, for the PUfIMl8C of trying the last cue. 

On the part of the People, it Yi'ftS proved, that tho pre" had arrived by 

• 

• 

, 
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lht'y wanted. 
H the press," 

• 

SKOIR OF TnB .. 

Their leader, Wilham Can, replied, 
l\1r. Gilman then told them that it would 

stt'uub""at. day or tlrO pte'Tious to tho ith of NOlcmber. to 
:\{ r. A. n.. Ro·ff j 00\ WlLS landed al Mn'~ t''tOdfroy and Gilman's ware-
h,)~, 1\ht-re it wu t that. "ld was buih by pn-
:k~.n in l~ and bas alnc:(t t.h.l time o.woo4 and OCO\l~ by 
them, u .. nd' , m~uClhau\a; tbM OD tho aftemooD. 
of NonUlbcr ~ of the defU1laata had &old tho witnoas, (H. H. 
,V ~s~ Etq.) that tM bo~ ~ to \he . and that it 
't't'OUlti be blown ur or bu \be pfal wu linu) up i and 
tht some of the dekudl.llts were in a of about tll"ttDlJ..fint, thAt 
fo" ...... <1 • lin. from .. certflin ~Q'. IWoarinc thuthoy would baTe the 
preu at all It .-u also proTed that two 1'101 or pistola were 
tired (,om the outaidto of the at tb.:.c within; Uw of 

. tho ftOnl of the bW.ldi~ by which the 
'1/1' demoJishN; tbal dun .. the a man 8iahop 
\"\'U shot from t.ht- inside c;[ t.be ; that of the defend.nR 
~re afCl'l ea.rrying Inr.y his body. oMcl"ini that O'Q4 of Utt'u' tad 
bN'n . ; that Mr. GIlman ' the.crowd from the third.tory 
of \h~ buildia.g. . og them to dirsiat. and that be W'U defend. 
ins. his ... bich })efelliL his duty to do al the risk Qr~ life; 
h(' \'Us repti-ed to by OM of the defl"ndant.a., IS spokesman fur the rest, 
'\'t;ho oOserrt'd \hat ~y detenuirwl to dosttoy lbe plUS, if it cost 
lh~m their li 

It WIS .JS() prontd by the MZl~Of. and S. W. Robbins. Q. Ju!tice of the 
Pe~ce. tb.t the<y identifiild se~nU of the with a.nns in their 
b:ands.. Jednri~ they .onld haft &he presa' th.t a man, was seen 
goi.ng the ~(bouSOt --ith fire in his swearing lh:l1 be 
uould burn the buildmg ; that a ladc:kor.~ Against the side, 
~nd the ire actually ~ to the loof; at this time, Mr. 
\Y~t in with the Yayor. to a by which it 
stipulaled ,bat if those inside loa,o Ule aDd &iore up 
the pzess. they not be injured, and .00 othEr PJ{~ly. except the 
prM:S~ ; th,t the building wu ~ . by Mr. 
Gilm.an• aad its defenders. u the only- to prevent 
its desttuction • aDd that of their o .. n liRs; tha1 were upon 
bI $00"Ie of the crowd as they j that their leavi.ng Lbe 

i.l 1C'U imCMdiately 01 the de{e.odanta ud 
~111 ; that the pre SI was \bro" Q outy aDd with • 

This the sn m of the eTidenco on the part of the -
lion. On the of the defendants. it was prom by that 

-
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WE now approach the end of our painful task. A 
constant attention, for several weeks, to the scenes at 
AltoD t has drawn ~pon the sympathies of the 
heart. By night and by day the image or a murdered 
brother has been present to th~ mind. I t has indeed 
been both soothing and refreshing to tTace the abundant 
evidbDces, in his public and private wIitings, that he was 
« ready to be. offered." We have simply nanated the 
facts in regard to his life, and presented some portion 
of his writings,. according to the best of our judgment and 
ahility.. We offer no remark, draw no inferences, make 
no appeal, seek no colouring. Of the whole painful 
tragedy, it ha.s beep.' y said, "no language can exag
gentle the naked atrociiI of the facts ' no can 
deepen the dark colQurs tho simple statement is the 
strongest the plainest nal tative the most condemning." 
. We had hoped to obtain an engraving which would 
give an accm3·te conception of his person. This how
e ver was found w hoB y impracticable as no pol U ait of him 
had ever been taken. 

, 

He was of middling stature, thick set, his height being 
about five feet nine inches. His complexioll was dark, 
with black piercing eyes and full countenance. His 
feelings were naturally ardent. As a man, he was coura
geous, finn, and hidependent As a companion, cheerful 
and social. As a Christian, meek and prayerful. As a..minis
ter, dignified and solemn. As a writer, clear and fo· . Ie, 

, 

, , , 
" 

• 

• 
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• 

drawing at pleasure, for the illustration ef his subject, from 
the stores of. a w~ll fmnished memory. In ilia social 
relations, as hU8band, son, and brother, he was kind and 
sympathizing "greatly beloved. 

• 

After his return to the West, in 1833, he acquired and 
retained a large, .' .,;,:. the confidencaand esteem of 

• 

his brethren, in thenunistry and in the churches. He 
was ordained as an evangelist in June, 1834. He was 
frequently called to attend protracted m~etings, and 'visit 
the destitute churches in the vicinity of St. Louis and 
Allon. He felt a lively interest in the various benevo
lent societies of the West, and was secretary of fOUl or 
five of them for several ye At the time he left St. 
Louis, he was moderator of the Presbytery there, and 
also of the Presbytery at Alton when be died. There is 
no evidence that the . community were at all 
withdrawing t.heir confidence from him. an the other 
hand, there is abundant testimony that he had a place' 
in the wann affections of a great majority of the wise 
and good tblOllghout Illinois, and in many other states. 
The difficulties which he to encounter were looal
they all arose from his comse upon two subjects, POPERY 

and SLA. VEIl Y • The onlv valid ac . tha.t even his .. 
enemies have preferred agajD8 t him is; that he too much 
he revered the command, H Thou shalt love thy neigh
bour as thy thyself." We here insert a letter from the 
Rev. Dr. Chapliu, who was President of Waterville . , 

College. while our brother was Ii member of that institu-
tion. Also an 8xoUact from the sermon of Mr. N£cK~en . 

, 

_ Willington, Conn., Ja;lumy 30tA, 1838. 
REV. J08. C. LOVEJOY, 

Dear Sir: ·-In compliance with the. wish ex
pressed in your letter of th'e 15th' iost.' and repeated in 

, 

.' 

• 

• 

, 

, 
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, . , 

.that of the 23d, . down to record some things in re-
•• 

lation to the la~ltev. E. P. Lovejoy, your unfortunate 
and justly lamenied brother. 

From the commencement of his collegiate comse to 
the time of his graduation, I was intimately acquainted 
with him. During this period, he made .no prea.('Dsions 
to experimental religion. As far) however, as my ac
quaintance with him enabled me to judge, he Was 
never chargeable with making light of sacred things, or 
with favouring the cause of infidelity. According to the 
best of my recollection, his attendance on the services of 
the chapel was regular and respectful. r have besides 
the satisfaction of being able to say, that he sustained a 
fair moral character, and was exact in his obedience to 
the laws of the college. He uniformly treated its officers 
in a gentlemanly manner, and seemed desirous of exert
ing all the influence he possessed over his fellow-stu
dents in favour.of order and good morals. I think his 
natural disposition was kind and amiable. His t.empera.
mentwas, indeed, unc sanguine, as every one 
must have perceived who was at all acquainted with him. 
And this, we should nabually suppose, must frequently 
ha,'e led him to the adoption of measures, or at least to 
the of expressiol18 at variance with the dicUates of 
sound reason. There are, some excellent men who, in 
conseqoence of . too much w&ullth, are fre
quently betrayed into indiscretions whi~h greatly dimin
ish both their comfort and usefulness. But this was not 
the case with Mr. Lovejoy, at least dming his residence 
at \Vaterville. He had such a fund of sense and good 
nature that, although exceedingly ardent, he seldom gave 
offence, or had cause to be sorry on account of the 
measures which he adopted. A hundred young men 
like . might, it seeUlS to me, be more easily governed 

, 

• 
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, other;' and that his fall was an e,vjdenC8" of the divine 

, 

, 

dis8Pprob,ation of his conduc$. 
We pretend not that our friend was infallible; we feel 

under no obligation to justify, indiscriminately, every 
thing which in the midst of his manifold di1ticulties, and 
perils and cruel persecutions he may have "aid and done. 
But let us look at tws matter candidly, and with due 
discriminatwn. 

If failure and death by violence be evidence of the 
divine displeasure in regard either to the object or mea-

• 

Bures pursued', the COnV6l'8e of the proposition must be 
, 

admitted to be equally tme; and then every robber and 
murderer who has been successful, and escaped with im
punity, must be considered as having thereby received 
indubitable evidence of Heaven's approbation. Eventhe 
bloody assassin who shot our brother to tbe heart, may 
"Continue .to lift up his blood-stained visa.ge with triumph, 
inasmuch as he took the sword and has not perished by 
it. The position cannot be maintained for a moment. 

That the men assailed were in any sense a mob, stand .. 
ing in that respect on a level with the assailants, is a. . , 

false and base insinuation. As weH might you say, that 
the crew, of a merchant vessel, who resist the pirates who 
attack them, are themselves pirates in so doing; or that 
those who resist robbers, violators, and murderers, are no 
beuer than they. The parties. stood on groUI}d altogether 
different The one stood in defence of sacred rights; 
the other came to wrest them away. The one 8 on 
ground environed aJld secured to them by the constitution 
and laws of their country; while the other came of 

• 

their own unauthorized will to break through that enclo .. 
sure~ and to put thoae who had fled to it for sheltert ~ndel 

the ban of mobocracy. 
Again. Mr. Lo .. -ejoy and his friends acted with the 





























lUtV. E. P. LOVEJOY. SlT 

oaths, were for his protection, y~ not actlng fof 
himself t but in alf of insulted , and 
the liberty of 0 and of the and in behalf of 

" nobly unrighteous &Ad murderous 
\iolence. 3.Qd died a to the holy of right., 

, 

and truth, and f • , 

• OONCORD, NEW HAMPSHIRE • 

That ,in the destruction of the U Aiton' Observer',» the 
of conscience of "religious opinion was 

-and that-itspeciaHythe "PtrLPlT :and 
the PRESS to lin up their voices in vindication and defence 

"of that freedom, and . any attempt to infringe its 
J full exercise. 

" That in the opinion oflhis . the of E. P. 
Lovejoy is no less an offering tn behalf of the OOD8UtU. 
tional rights of . .. than it is in r of 
the enslaved. ". ' 

NEW E A.. S. SOCt£l'Y'. 

That our beloVed brother, the late E. P. 
Lovejoy, in laying his life in vindication of his· 
rights, has becoa~e a mill tyl not only to the doctrines of 
Abolition, bot to the principles of law aDd fWdw; and 
that the blow aimed at him in the destruction of his life 
an~ prope,rty) has strUck at the liberties 'and rights of 
every American Citizen, and of ~very human t>eirig.· ". 

That the perseveIlng determination of Mr." LOvejoy th 
publish his paper at Alton, his e sure of property and 
life, film resistance even unto"death, of the -

. " . 
and murderous attempts to destroy his press, so far from 

" 

'& spirit of obstinacy and recklesS defianee, was the result 
of ad which he owed to the principles of liberty, the 
rights of conscience, and the freedom of the press, 
• 

..... be" honoured and " by every Chlistian " 
freeman. " ". " ' 

21* 
I 

, 

, 

" 
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MAltl.nORO\ ASSAC'.lUfUiTTS. 

"That w~a ticw the' 'RElY. I\fr. I .. o'fl!ljoy, wh(, lAtely feU 
• 

at Alton, IUlnois~ , . r~rorenc0- to tho pal1iculaf 
cause in wllich ,bo was ~ngn.g~d, M a martyr to dl~ grent 
and inestimable rights of t.bo frendom of tho prc$s. and 
freoo1).m of dil'lcussion. -

PLY trtR, A.SUCRUS&TTS, ANTl-SLAVERi S()Ol~Tl'. , 

. That we have ev~ry re .. ~on to believo thn.t 
h.ad the citizens of Alton been faithful in su.,taining tho 
Ian of ·the landt and in frowding tho conduct of 
those ho destroyed, tho pre!l3 of l.ir. Lol'ejoy, the blood 
of that man not, as it now doos. cry to Hea .. 

• 

Ten for l''tl!n~umco. on' thOso who haY-o been acc6ssary to 
. death. 

" That. the much lamen~.dLovejoy, in asserting his 
c'().n~titutional right, the right €'If enjoying 

and 'Iife;-libttrty, property, in refusing to 
to the th~~~ing dietltion of a mob, 

• 

, saC:li6~ing ,his life as a mrutyr in tbo holy 
of A.hc1ition, desfl'lves tl namE' to be held in everlasting 

, , -
• 

'. 
• 

W.lSHINGTON COUNTY) NEW yoa:c .. 
• •• 

tl'hat. the ImutYldom of the Rev .. Mr. Lovejoy, had. no 
, other provocation. his until ing in attempting to 

c'ontinue a Jcligious , 'whose columns 
opea to the fie~ . of the principles of 

in the of. independence. 
• 

That all those citizens, whether in the editorial chair 
. . . 

or . whope:rsistin ~ his death as the 
of the attempt on his to establish 

an Abolition . on the £rounel' or , a:r.o either ---- . 

'wilfully .ignorant, or wickedly perverse. 
• 

• 

--_. 
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his arguments never c have 
7 "',,set iF 

Mr. Lovejoy was educated in this vicinity, and was 
regarded as a young man of great promi"'" This idea 
of mobbing and killing pIe to stop the freedom of 
speech and of the pre~s, will never do in this age and 
country.- ' G~l . 

The curse of . be on the heade of the INFERNAL , 

mob. This . do ,mora for the Abolition ct\use, than 
, 

could 8. score of presses and 8 hundred mi8sionaries~ 
Lovejoy was a native of Albion, Maine. He has died a 
martyr in the' caustI' of liberty of speech and the press.-
Belfast ~. -

A Lovejoy' has the tongues of 
thousands, and compelled them to speak out for God and', 
their country., That oppressed portion of, our fellow
men, bowever degraded by the awful curse of Slavery, 
for whom he labouzed, have, by his martyrdom and death, 

-8 phalanx of ' and decided friends. Instead, 
then, of being d l let the friends of freedom 
and the press arise from their lethargy; let them urge 
with ten-fold more earnestness the of their conn
uymen in cba.ins-let:tbe PULPIT lift up its voice, ,. let 
the fervent orisons of all tbe followers of Him 
who" about doing. tJ ascend on high- ,·let every 
one who fears God and loves man, be filled with a. new,. . 
a . g imiluls6 to ' forward in: -the cause of 

until every chain is broken; and soon we 
see the . 'delivered out of Ule of the spoiler, 
and our country saTed from afearful destiny." -MaiMt 

• 

The civil authorities, their deep' , did not 
attempt to shield freeman, bauling to protect the 
freedom of 8 cb, of the press, and of ..all t.he sacred. 

, 

, 
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satisfied, that. in the usa of both t.hese means yon have 
fully di . your duty 1 • The approach of the evil 
was deliberate and gradual, and gave full opportunity for 
the use of moral preventives. Public meetings had been 
held, pal'ties had been organized, and press after preas 

'desLroyed. What means of counteraction or prevention 
had you employed! Had you reased your unquali-
tied detestation of 8uch outrages 1 Had you,. andea foured 
to rectify public- sentiment and to arouse~bo community 
to consciousness' of its guilt a.nd iLs peril? Had you 
fearlessly indicated your uncompromising -hostility to the 
adoptiou of lawless means under any pretext ill against 
any evil? or did you pallia,te, or at least divert public in
dignation from acts you could not justify, by condemning 
ilie obstinacy and fanaticism of a. man, who wouid not 
consent to silence his press at the ill of a mot>? Of 
the influence you exerted in private and dOIDMtic inter
course, I have no knowledge except from results; the 
inference they would \Vanant I wiil not draw. Of your 
endeavOtft'S to, correct the popular mind by your public 
acts, your public resohes, and solemn expressions of 
opinion t we hay""~ ,unhappily for your fame, your own 
record. It is difficult for an American to read t.hat record 
WithoUt8_buOling hI L~_You~had been expre8s1y called 
together to consult for the tranquillity' and order of your 
city. R~peatcd instances of la.wless violence had Laken 
place, indications of an anarchial spirit were thick around 
you. You had full renson to be aware of your danger, 
and of the responsibilities under which you were acting. 
And what was the question which was cO[H'-ulsing your 
community! It was whether an American citiI.en 
should be permitted to exercise a most sacred constitu
tional right, or forego it at the 'pleasure of the mob. The 
vast importance of the principle at stake was most 

• 
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o.hvious. The cue too plain Uf .. . or argument. 
Did you then, like i t a.nd., ed men, 

. . 

met)t the . nOles of the crisis bytl'te dtlclded nature 
of your resolves f By strong '. 'and unqualiu 

rebuke~ did you attempt to atay ilie popular infatua
tion and iniqnity t Especially did you determine to $\I$-

taj,. 1M 'ft' ia all caSeI, and at all! Reaolue 
• 

tions to -~Jery eifect we~ brought before you. How 
, 

could you have than adopt them? Yet 
these, you rejected; and on what grounds! Because 
It was said they put eftS mtiNly iA ~ tD.I'ong: they 
would have done so. The were the American 
p.eople and a gang of ruffians. And 80 because resolu
tions for . .. g the law and the constitution would 
have" put one in the g," they were 
to be rejected! What spirit of delusion) what smooth
lip Belial could have iud~ced yoe to swallow down 
such logic! One would have thought yom understand
ings~ if llot your consciences would have retched al it. 
And what did you adopt in their stead! A resolution to 

enforce the laws vRtil lite report 0 yOU," 'ttte tmS 

reeti~d. And what was the report of that committee! 
.A set of resolutions which in their popular impression at 

• 

least, justified the mob by condemning the object of their 
hate" " .. which recommended to him-a removal from your 
city, and a sacrifice of his constitutional rights to a rabble 
of ruffians, and called it . History, I appre
hend, win pronounce it comp,-omise, on your . . of 
duty and right, of honour and safety. 'rhese yon adopted. 
Did YOUr th8ll, the report of your committee having been 
received, renew your ion to en~ the law, and 
that without limitation! No. Why did you not! Was 
it that you dared Dot, or that you wished not to do so! 
And what was the concluding resolution of this peculiar 

• 
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pthe.r " when you hf.he1d .. mob of about· one hundred 
and fifty, abouf~fifty of whom only are supposed to have. 
been in these atrocitie.s, what was your 
conduct? Undoubtedly your sympathies, if no' yOUl' 

patrioti8m~ were at lenglh 810USed " you eagerly offered 
your services to yOUl' Mayor' , you could ·not be restrained 

.... you rushed to the rescue. No, alas! no, not such 
were the facts. y~u looked quietly on, and saw the 
work. of deslnlction and murder consummated! 

For the above facts I am chiefly indebted, not to hear
sa.Yt or rumour) but to the published reports of your own 
meeting, and the statement of your Mayor. Whether, in 
view of the above facts, your consciences will acquit you 
of dereliction of duty, in the U96 of moral and coercive 
means . whether the public sentiment of your country, 
and the solemn tribunal of the human race, and the high 
Chancery of Heaven will hold you ' tl6S8, is to you 
an inquiry of fearful interest. The decision, which all 
these might perhaps authenticate, it is not my wish to 
pronounce. My aim is not to upbraid, but to awak.en to 

a serious and impartial review. Not, certainly, without 
the evidence, should I feel wllnanted in bring
ing in a verdict of conviction of a guilt so opprobrious 
and so tremendous. Whatever justification the case ad
mit.s, will be calefnlly and gratefully listened to. That 
the're are some among you, who deserve no sbale in the 
infamy of the above b;ansaction, we know ' that there 
are more we ,should be glad to hope. That the individu
als, woo.'Ie we11- wn and hitherto respected names are 
made to appear as endorsers for the transactions of that 
stl'ange meeting, were blinded by fear and overaw:ed by 
the mob, and were not guilty of deliberate wickedness, 
cba:aity leads us to presume. Perhaps it would be haz:-
anions for common virtue to be in their situation. 

• 



" f!! ('an b~fd'y gl'n~ 1l~~\U1Ul('~3 hoW' ~Ten ou~~~h·.e!t will 
a.c:t, un\.il cin.~un'~tane\N!I hl!\\"'1r,I tri~d U!. 

nut it 15 vain to ttu~mp' to 19.hin th~ bhlmo by impugn .. 
it'~ tllf.!! n,otiT~,S and pN"'lmlS rondur:t of th~ SFF'fER. Git. 

To tl ..... gnt,16 him, wt'~ it in your ()Owt'!:r) would not e.xn.h 
jOltI'" it would only add, to lh(lo U dN~P dltmnJltion of hil 
tllkinlt otf'~ tbe coward mtllie~ thats~~k$ shnher h~hind 
~ carcass of its Tietim. To t~rm him " n\.."ih. '" tt be.~d· 
51IOU\f," and u imprudellt~"" is the s.tr~:mg?.'St 5('ntenCf.' of 
self..cwodemn3Uoo you ean utter. 'Vhy ,"'as it a~ nsh" 
Of u i ' '" to ~,xt"rcne &he 1D\l$' sac.red of l\. \.'neriC'~n 
or bUlM!l right3 ""'" freedom of . ' in .t\ !.TON! W a.~ 
it ~cause bo O\l~ht to have known that there \V 8,5 not 
b.w. nor consdeuce, nor patriotism~ nor inteHigcnco t 

atm-,ng you, to pt'OtftCt him! And if the~e elem~nts were 
!W',4 found among yon; you, and not he, we", respons.ible 
for their Nor do the ~sults, Ilwlaneooly as 
they 1U"fJ~ they I.tgu~ your delinquency, n~essa· 
rilv ('olniet him of There in lDOlal. as in 

• 

c()J'tjjicta, THE O'PTt,£Sy where w'e must make 
a 8taM or perish? ,.where yielding would be lI'eason to 
001' principl~s, om eooutry, and onr nee",,,,,,where it he-

II : duty-..... "",,co die! Perhaps nothing 
less than lhe of blood could awaken the con-
science aDd salutary karn of this nation, and opea its 
~y~ to T Aap~lA.~, w verge it is 
toueting. Whe~r such was the fad in this case, it 

not to - . Nor is it 
of to examine the rnlgu that he died 

the or a fellow-being on his hands.. The 
to the testimony of who wate 

in the ,-ding~ and who alone coold , is 
After the doon a:r.td \Ii indo ... -s had been broken 

hAd ~n filed into the building, the fatal 

~'" , . 
',. \ . 
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abot from \\'ithin, but not by ~fr.Love· 
joy. But the true. he had a right to shoot 
down that, or any «)that individual among the aasailants~ 
as he so many bea.sts of prey. They were no 
more than midnight . Pardon me .. "they wrfi 
moro, they were trailcws. Had his hands, been st . 
with \ho bl of a hundred of them, the decision of any 

, 

court t humtn or divino,- 'would haYtl washed it all away. 
He had the right of self-defence, which is gil'en to all-

• 

and he had in this case more, the direct of the 
civil authority. '{'he last act of l\{r. Lovejoy does not 
imply me existence of any other emotions in his breast, 
than those which, with reference to other men,.andother 
countries., and times, we are wont to ascribe, to the high .. 
est heroic virtue. As it re Lho charge of an una
\,uling wasw of human life, nothing but the result 
proved it unavailing. It was the opinion of judicious 
106D) that l'6$istance to lawless violence, and the enforce .. 
ment of law~ wei6 feasible; and had the guard from 
the Upper . been present., there is little doubt they 
would have effected. If we feel inclined to regret, 
that a minister of ilie attempted to defend the 
rights of the citize.n, and the laws of his country by force, 
this act should be viewed at least with indulgence, by 
,hose ho are wont to with admiration,' examples 
in their own Re'fJ)lutionary history, where tlt~ pUlpit was 
exc for the battle .. field. Never was there a cause 
more sacred than that in hich he fell. Nor will it avail 
you to ch11ge him ,,' having violated a pledge never 
to agitate the Slavery question in Alton. Such a pledge 
he never gave, nor had he a right to give. Such a pledge 
you DO right to receive, much less to enforce. All 
that he did, or ought to hal'e done. was to express an 
existing intention, subject howe,<er to his future views 

• 

30 

• 

, 
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a political office, publicly! that he was fOT 

ing the liberty of the . but this n case of its 
licentiousness- ... "as if, the l and DOt. the laws, 
were to take. cognizance of such licentiousness. Is it 
n6t "a-met that clergymen ofdift"erent denominations at .. 
t~nded the: fint meeting called for tranquilizing YOUT city ; 
and why',was it, when resolutions embracing principles, 
'fundamental to freedom of speech and civil liberty were 
brought forwAld, that·~ voice heard fromthes6 in 
their behalf! Is it not a fact, one of the 
to draft resolutions, and one of the most . ent speak-

• • 

ers at the second meeting, wu a minister of Christ,· 
•• • 

and that that' . vidual, instead of standing forth the 
fearless' advocate of law and civil gravely recorD" 

• •• 

mended to an American" in'the exercise of con" 
slitnUonal rights, in a: Christian countnr ~ and in a COlrt-. \ ~ 

munity" claiming to be trovemed by law, the example of 
Paul, in a" " , city, ... a dark-minded 
population, and under . the. . _ lJ}(l>oay, and venal 

" . of., N tUO ~ . and that bOful-e it wu 
• 

that the civil authority could not protect him, when 
the only necessi~y for the atloption of that advice grew 
out of the fact, ~t the adviser· and tbose like him, would 
no~ or dared not defend the . under which 
they lived! This advice, toor we alf~ to rememb8r, 
which, if giYen at all, should ha,e been hispered in 
secret, w 8.8 in the presence of the who ready 
to overcome the that· dare rejec\. it. 

at 8. spectacle was this to angels and to men! Why 
• 

was that sacred man there? I know it could not have 
been to cover with ilie .. of his &.he fiagi-
. of the proceedings: but why he thtue 1 

• Rey.John 







• 

, 

• 
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but of inflammable passions, who under the influence of 
evil men, and ·mistaken opinions, knew not what they did. 
Such are indeed objects of pity, and upon evidence of 
repentance aN not to be ~xcluded, from forgiveness, con
fidence arid kindness. But su(~h, 1,\las, were not all. 'Va 
have reason to b~lievet' that a-mid the immedia.te instiga. 
tors or actual perpetrators of the felony were some, 
whose titled names, education enjoyed, -profesr-lon in life 
and pride of standing in society, we should hav;e hoped, 
would ha\·c kept them from such self-degradation -that 
there were those of on lightened conscience and cultiv~ .. 
ted intellect, who llot only polluted themselves ·with the 
foul iniquity, ,but deliuemtely sedu~Q others into it. 
With reference to such, whether with utter tecklessn 

-
of character, appearing openly in the transaction, or 
skulking in concealment~ and instigating the wlotches, 
they had not comage to lead·, '''i~ matwrs not .. &language 

• 

is inadequate to the flagitiousness a.nd wickedness of 
their Cbal&cter. That your malignity was too strong for 

, 

your regard to· the right, or your 10\'6 of your country, is 
perhapbJ no matter of surprise; but I am surprised th.at it 
took no counsel of ultimate consequences. The act you 
we.re . by the interpretation of all COUtts and 
all codes, was URDER. Why, in that guilty hour did not'"! 
your or your evil angel whisper you that, by the 

-
act yon were perpetrating, you were putting yourselves 
and the 1 of yuur country at an eternal iS5U0? Yes, 

, 

between them and yourselves there is, and evr must be, 
• 

war to the knife, a. war ~f extermination, it! Nhich one 
or the other mu~t perish. Public anarchy and ruin are 
your only safety. Can you expect, can you be 80 im
pious as to hope, to conquer in such a warfare? But 
should you prevail, have you yet _to· l&arn. frorn thelld-. ._ 
monitions of history, that tho instigators and leaders of 

, 

-



, 

, 

, . ", , 
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popular fronzYt however they may triumph r,n' n ",hill;). 
Rooner or later (eod tho Brazon Hull, their own ha.nds 
havo reared? So()n(~r or laler. thollHH)lve9 IUO gllrgnd by 
tho Amu::onda. which thoy nrc wont to cn.reu, and whoPJO 
bissing they pronoun co exc&HoTlt murUc. Did HobeB
pierro nnel hi~ compcors drea.m they Wf'Te cree,ting tho 
guillotin for thomaolves 1 But did he, or Danton, or 
l\fnral, al~op in' bloodless gravtls 1 Have you yet to 
learn, that thero is an avenging Providence, which often 
forbids that bloody and violent men should mako their 
lut bed in peace? But should you be left t.o the course 
of nature, a.rc there no furios of tho guilty mind, which 
die fugitive from human la.w can n(}ver cAcape, and which 
ofl~n make t.he guilty en\~y his victim the lepo$6 of tIle 
sopulchre 1 An American citizen murdered, a. home 
dettolated w a wife widowed, 8. child made fMhef'css··" , 
these are recollections which win not fade with the fauing 
excitements of the hour. From these yo.u can never 
flee·, ""DO bars can protect, no concealments hide you 
from th.em, no flight can lea vo t.hem behind"" "".they are 
become a part of your own'sollls. The dreadful truth 

, 

. ' you aye uRDimERs wiU follow you through aU your 
, . ' 

existence: in ,whateY6f scenes you may mingle." . 
whatever Rky you may f6p089 t the grisly accu", 

. will dog you. Though you essay to drown its voice 
in the madness of intoxication, or in. .' '. tement!! of 

, ' 

deeper and still deeper crime' .~ " .:' '. aUempt, 
- ,..\,-;. '~' •. t ' 

it \fill await you in the grave. 'Y ., .~ .. T GREAT 

CONGREGATION tho gory pha.ntom , ,' .. ".'.. .. and ar
raign you a.t the OU of eternal justiea. :.. .' do I mis· 
judge, if the hours dn not frequently come, when you 
. WGuid gladly hido yourselves in the grave, were it not, 
"that secret" dread of something after death," which God 
has left as his witne~ and prophet in the souls of the 
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guiltier.!l, wiH \\flun yon thnt tlw tortun~!\ YaH expninnco 
1\f() but. tho f[\.lnt. RI1(1 shndo\\'T (lflrne~t of an BUWRTAI. 

nI:"fOR~f~, By tho Ilct you hll\,e. committetl you h:wo 
Rho 'chained yourscln>s to tlw nec:essity of nn UI1f.ITlI!inf; 
war with virtuous public sentiment. Public opi~)ion m\l~t 
be permanont.ly vitiated, or you \yiB hecotn(l ohj~~cls from 
which men will sh.rink as from ~om{!thing polluted, 
YtlOOmOUR, deadly. The dir~~ and fixed nocc:!Ilsity Sf.'cms 

Inid upon you of perpetually corrupting society, or of be" 
coming tho objects of its deep and lasting abhorrence. 

And what havo you gained by nIl this drrnJful and 
guilty sc1f·sacrifire? \Vhatever may Imve been l-ho 
faults of your \'ictim, you h8."o omhn.lmed and canonized 
thom. \V'hatcvcr may have been tho defecL~ of his cause, 
or of his t\dvoc!lcy of it, you havt:l done much f by your 
mad act, to identify that CRUSt' with that of {re(~dom of 
speech and American liberty, and you have given its 
advocate rank among the apostles of humanity and mar~ 
tyrs to the rights of man; among the Vanes and Sydft 

neys of other times you have ensured his namo a record, 
while the traducer and the murderer are forgotten in the 
grave. Inst.ead of checking the cause, for which he: .. ,,' 
houred t you have made the sympathies (If this whole>~" 
tion react. upon you like an earthquake. Yau have ". " 

lnally surrendered the field of argument1 by a resort to fore'a 
.. ·you havo ., " name of the ohject of your hate a 

, 

k"llisman " worth more to him, and his cause, 
3>' , 

than, h life. You cannot bury his $hed 
, . 

blood in the';. ' ,', ' '"t will h3.~e voice,,, , it will plead 
louder than a. thousand presses. From its ~'tcry drop 
will spring an army of living antagon.ists. Did you dream 
that at t.his age you couJd muzzle free discussion! You 
might 8.8 ,,"ell attempt to munle ~£tna.. Did )"0\1 hope 
to chain liberty of speech! You might as well by grasp 

• 
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