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At a Meeting 0 the Society 0 the 

CINCINNATI; 0 the State 0 Rhode­

u{y'4, 1786, 

RES 0. L V E D, 
• • 

H A r Cel. Crary, C.ol. Peck, 

and C.ol. Bewen, be a Cem­

mittee, to. pre[ent the Thanks .of this 
• 

Seciety to. the Rev. Enes Hitchcock, '. 

for his Difcqur[e delivered this Day, 
• 

and req llefi .of him a C.opy for the 

Pre[s ;---and' if they obtain it, t-akc 
• • 

Order f.or publHhing the fame.. ' 
• 

A true Copy:. 
• 

• 
• 

PETER TURNE.lt., 
I 

• 

• 

• 

• 

-
• 

Sec'ry, Pt:0 Tem. .: . 
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• 
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s o c I E 

o F THE 

- • 

CI CI I, 
• 

• 

IN THE STATE Of' -
• 

• 

R -I S 
• 

I ~ 

THE FOLL(i)WING PROMISCUOUS • , 
• 

• 
• 

DIS C 0 U R S E,. 
, 

PUBLISHED AT THEIR. RE<LUBST~ • 

• 

I, 

• 

I S RES P E C T F U L L YIN' S C R J B .1: D, 
• 

II Y T H It I II. A r Pile T ION A T Z ... I I N D. 
• -

• 

• 
• • • 

AND •• a Y A IN T, 
, 

• 

" • 
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The A tl THO R. ", • 
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, . 
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DISCOU S E 

o NTH E 

CAUSES of NATIONAL PROSPERITY. 

-
-~his Day Jbllll be ullIo YPU for a Memorial • 

• 

H US faith the Almighty to his peo-
• 

T 
pIe Ifrael, by the mouth of his fer­

vant Mofes; whofe faithful records~ 

in Exodus xii. 14. have p~eferved it 
• 

as a heavenly ftatute to them, and a ufeful motto to 

after generations. TO,him, Ifrael's God had com- . 

mitted the Care of their deliverance from the .hand, 
• • 

of the oppreffive ami haughty Egyptians • 
• , 

, 

SUC,H had been the feverityof their ·boDdage 

that.God int~rpofed in a fpedal ~nd extraordinary 

.' ma.nne,f 
, 

• 

• • 

• 

• 

• 

• 

.' 
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• 

*' . 
~anner for them.-Their cries had rifen up uRto, 

heaven. ~ofes and Aaron poured out their 
• • 

unavailing prayers and tears before the ha~ghty 
• 

Monarch for the relief of their inj ured and diftreff'ed 

·brethren. From an earthly Potentate they appeal 

to cc the King of Kings.", He appe~rs for them, 

and, in a remarkable manner wrought their. entire 
-

deliverance from that tyrannical power • 

• 

THE day of their marvellous deliverance is to 

be held in grateful rememberance, with decent ex­

premons of joy, " by an ordinance forever:"­

c( A feall: unto the Lord" "A day for a memo-

. rial unto them" during their political exiftence.­

A day never to be forgotten never to be over­

looked by that nation. And when their J:hil­

dren 1hould inquire" "what mean you by thi's 
• 

fervice?" they were to be made acquainted with 

the great event, aDd its attendant circumftances. ' 

They were to tell it to their children's children 

• , throughout all their generations." • 

• 

• 

W AS there a fltncfs in tranfinitting the know­

ledge of their deliverance (rom bondage, to fuc-. 

ceeding generations, by obferving a day in com-
• • 

memoration of it? And does not the fame hold 

good 
• 

• 
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• 

• 

good with· od,ler. n~tions? :" WbOey-cr ·attend. to 

the fimilarity, ~n .feveral refpeCl:s, between· their 

hiftory . and ours, will not think. the application· of 

thi •. paffage to this chriftian nation; and the glori­

ous revolution we this day recognize, at all ftrain­

cd or unnatural.' H This 1hal1, be a day unto 

you for a memorial." • 

To congratulate each other on this joyful occa­

fion, is the office of philanthropy. To echo the 

grateful acclamations of Independence aQ,d Peace 

around the feftive board, in limited and decent 

ihains, may not be unCuitable expreffions of plea-
• 

[ure on this important era. 
• 

• 

• • 

BUT to unite in the warmeft expreffioils of ado:'" . 

ration, and praiCe to God. . To mingle hearts and 

voices in afcribing "Alleluias to the Lord ,God 

omnipotent" who ruleth amOng the nations, is·tbe 
• 

office of r.sligion.· It is a reafonable fe~ice i ' 

moil: fuitable and· honourable for dependent crca-
. '. 

tures ;-and moft acceptable to God. /, 
• 

AND as there are a few minutes afligned (or a 

religious off"ering 'Unto God, let us, with: fcnti-· , 

ments of piety, blend fome reftcaions fuitable t6 
• 

the prefene occaGon. 
• • • , 

•• • 
• 

• 

As • 

• 
• 

• , • 
• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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, 
• 

the. belief-or.one perfea, independent beinS • • • 

at· the. of all religious wOl'fhip, fo 
• 

·all,religious gratitude proteeds upon a belief of a 

.fupel'intending providence which concerns itfclf 

jn· aU the affairs' of men; and is continually afford-
• ·them frefh motives of gratitude and praiCe .. 

.. -• • 

THEREFOR!: it would be equally ungrateful and 
• 

impious not to acknowledge the hand which has 

often appeared; and renewed in our favour, the 

wonders which were wrought for Ifrae! of old.­

The duty 'of acknowledging, with gratitude, the 

interpofitions of.divine Providence, is pointed out 

by our dependent frate. The book of God is 

crowded with examples of it. ' It is a noble and 

'Worthy employment. It has been the praCl:ife of 

good men in all ages. ' Is in a peculiar manner 

the duty of Chriftians, and will be their delig~tf~,Jl, 

as it is their reafonable fervice. 

SHALL we forget to celebrate the praifes of him 

Cf who rideth in the heavens, in his excellency for 

~ur help ?" Shall we be filent in his praifc6 

w.ho . appeared for us in our ·troubles; who 

:hath turned -our mourning into joy, and put longs 

.r pr aifc into our mouth? . 
• 

• 

• 

'. . • 

• "' . 
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THE truth of'a- governing providence, to ~l~~h. 

,we are to afcribe our falYation, ,ftands writ~ 1ft 
, 

the faireL\: charaCters, in the memorable events :tvh~e. , 
have filled up the hiftory 'orthe revolvmg ~8e. of 

the world; In the rile and fall of States and 
, 

doms; In crowning their virtues,with prof~ityt 

and following their vices with juii1: , 
, 

THE whole hiftory of the Jewi£h nation is preg­

nant with inftances of the fupreme influence of an 

invifible power; and of the different effects,-e( 'Vir-
• 

tue and vice upon the national welfare. If they 

murmur againft Mofes in the wildernefs, and, wor .. 
, 

£hip idols of their own making, their carcares fall 

there, and none of them ate allowed to cnter c;be 

promifed land. If they avaricioufly and cG~tta." 

to the command of God, keep the fpoil of t~eir 

-heathenifh ~nemies'- they 'are conquered in the 
, 

'next engagement. 
, 

, 

• 
BUT when they attack their enemies in f"U ,COn--

fidence of divine ftrength, tltey conquer.-..if',ohe 

King fets up the worfhip of .idols, the 
.v 

geance ,puniibea him and hi. ,people.~lf 
, 

deftroys the high places, where 

rites were celebrated, aU .. gOel wen ,in Itk' 

" " 

• 

. I 

" From • 
, 

, • 
• 

, 

• •• 

, 
, 
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• 

From 'their hiftory, in connection with' fever-
• 

. al great and. powerful kingdoms around them, 

which were overturned for national wickednefs, 

one of the nobleft and moft important morals 
• 

, may be drawn, viz.. That nations may expe~ 

to .profper or link; 'according as they are favour_ 
-

ed by divine Providence or the contrary ; and 
• 

therefore, that virtue is the onlv foundation of • • 

national happinefs. . 
• 

• 

THE antient Perfian empire rofe~ under the good 
, 

government ofeyrus, to great glory and refpectabi-

. lity, and notwithftanding they became the objeCl: 

of the envy and jealoufy of great and ambitious 
• 

nations around them, they grew' to b. the glory 

and terror of all the caft. 
• 

• • 

THE Roman empire felt the happy effect of a 

" {yitem of laws, founded in equity;-,obferved ge­.. 
. fnerally ; and executed ftrictly under this au-

fpicious influence, fhe rofe{rom the moft can temp-
• 

, till her glory fi lIed that part of 
• 

, the Tli. fate of kingdoms depended on 
• 

• 
the voice . Senate, and her Legions tri~mpb-

• • 

edin the ties of,the earth fhe was.-the ac- . 
, 

I . . 

-knQwledged mi~rtfs of the world. . 
, . 

• ,. 
• 

• • 

.. 
• 

, 

• " .. 
• 

TNI 
, 

• 

• - • • 
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THE fame may be obferved .Qf all the kingdop" 
• . . 

and nations which have appeare4,· flourifhed and 
• 

declined on the theatre of this earth their public 

chara~er ever determined their political ftate and 
• 

condition their virtues and 'their vices ever 

formed their profperity and adverfity., 
• 

T HAT (C righteoufnefs exalteth a nation, and that 

fin is a reprQach to any people," and tends ·to their 
• 

ruin, are maxims in which all Lawgivers Philo-

fophers and Moralifts have agreed and which 
. . 

• 

the experience of all ages hath confirmed we find· 

that as long as Temperance, Righteoufnefs, 'and 
• . -

a ferious regard to Religion, have been cultivated~ 

things went well with them but 'when they grew 

dilfolute, luxurious, defpifers of Religion, and did 

not r«:gard public juftice, they have fallen .in~o 

confufion and ruin. • 

• 
• .. 

BUT we need not break up the records of ·old .:~. 

time, n.or pry 'into_ the fecre.t hiftory of .I)lQdcrn 
, 

States for inftances of the dilferent •. of 
• 

virtue and vice we need not go. . for 

fpe~imens of a divine influence . to 
• 

• 

fecond caufes, producing e1Ftcb . .·to tbe 
. '. . 

• • 

defigns of a wife fy~cm of gover~H~~nt ;-layi~J 
> • ~. . . ,~the 

• 

• • • 

• , 

• 

• 
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the peOple und'e'r the' ftrongdl: motives to " 

gra ... 
, , 

titud'e and' praife. 
, 

, 

• , ' , 
, 

, 
, 

, ,T ~,E ·nearer hOl'lle we bring our' ob~'l'v.aciQns" ... 4 

the 'attentiv:ely :we ,confider the {eries.ofe¥cntl 
, 

which fill the hiftory. of, our own l~nd and times~ 
, 

the more forcibly is the mind ftruck with the evi-
, 

deuces of a divine government; and the more 
, , 

abundant reafon 'have we to adopt the language of 
, 

the Pfalmrft .H Not unto us, 0 'Lord; not unw 
, 

,'Us,'but unto thy,name give the glory:~ 
, " , 

, 

, 

, TKE fame hand which guided ,our ~~~ft~s 

$rough the tracklefs ocean, t-o tbe pathlefs WilAs 

. pf America, was their guardian ~Ild pro~ecStQf~a,. 

~~inft the favage bands who combineq :againft 

~be~ nurture~ by their div~ne pr.9~~~or, [h,pugh 
, , , 

a [eries of extraordinary evep,t.ll, ,whkh ,indicated 

the future patronage of heaven" they incre~fed 
, 

,with great rapidity, in numbers wealth an.d 

glory; until by their increafing wf!:llth and pow· 
• 

er, they became the, object of avarice, envy' a~d 

jealoufy meafures'were formed to ~~rain the.m' ,9.f 

aU the fruit of their labour and' ind~ftryJ upo,n - , , 

principles totally fubverfive of thc;'ri'ght., ofmeD",,,r 

'the poifon, though flow in ita operatioDJ wls'"(ub-
, tUe ' 

, , 
, 

, , 
, , 

, 
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• 

• 

1 -. 
• 

• 

• • 

tile and certain .in its 1!fTeB: it muft. ha~e 
• 

• 

ted the whole (rame, and J~ft: Ui ,it;1 a weak~ .~Qri-
• 

fumptive ftate. • • 

• -
• • • • 

BUT the evil was too alarming and deteftable.to 
• • 

pafs un~oticed. The genius of America, roured 
• • 

by reiterated and atrociousaB:.s of tyranny. and. 
• • 

oppreilion, called forth the generous efforts of her 
• 

fons, to oppofe the deftructive fyftem ; yea, to ,re­

fift unto bl4i)od, rather than part with their freedom 

· -Liberty, fair da\.lghter of heaven! infpired every 

foul with·a pure flame, and glowed in every face • 
• • 

• 

ASSAILED at a"variety of points, and prepared 
• 

• • 

for 'defence in none· almoft dellitute of arms, 
• • 

• 

ammunition, and 'every military requifite,' they 
• • • 

determined, 'by-the 1:1Lt refort of States; to be "free. 

They implored .the interpofing aid of heaveri, and 
• • 

fubmitted the event to the decifion of arma •. 
• 

• 

• 

THIS northern continent, 'though different-in.its 

goverDmentj manners, and intercfts, as thougli·iD..-­

fpired by' one foul, greatly'l"Of.e .in. arms---and.un-
• • 

der all 4ifadvantagel, .gai:nft. ev.~ry .. military pro-

bability, began,' conteft"whlca.Qle,ha;J)ob'ly:fup- -
• 

ported ' ·It·was not for not , nor forex-
• 

tending her but for.frceQOln 1b.O! 
• 

• 
• and 

• • • 

• , • • 

• 

• 

• 

, 
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-and divine Providence hath fmiled upon efforts 
" -

·refultiog from :motives fo laudable. 
, , 

" 

. ' 

THE revolution by which thefe State, have been 
, 

raifed to be numbered among the nations of the 

earth, is one of tbofe great events, which, while it 
, . 

difplays the hand of God, claims the attention of 

all the powers on earth. 'CC You prefent to the 

world, the noble' fight of a community which, 

founded in equality and juftice, fecures to the in­

dividuals who compofe it, the utmoft 'happinefs 

that can be derived from human inftitutions.--
, 

-
This advantage, which fo many other nations have 

been unable to procure, even, after ages of efforts . , 
, 

and mifery, is granted by divine Providence to there 
, 

, 

United State,s" after a ftruggle oniy of eight yeals. 
, 

, THE fteps which led to; and the circumftanoci 

.attending of it, have been fo combined as to mani­

,;eft that no human fkill or power, 'could have di­

reeked them. -The variety of fcenes, which 'have 
• 

checkered the rife and progrefs of the late cont~ft ; 

-The many and furprizing interpofitions of dr­
vine Providence, with their various windinls,'''and 

happy confequences, will fwell tho hiftoric , 
, 

and, rolling down the tide of 'will 'fill~tie 
, , 

, 
, , 

, 

. ",' . . ., - I 
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reader withall:onHbment.! H~·~il1be ready to cry 
out as. the Hea~heri did:.of th.e~ J .'. The ·L.ord 

• 

hath' done great. things for .them.·~ ·Let us~ with. . 

grateful. Ifrael, echo .~he fo.und. in: thankful1l:rains 
'" . 

--" The ·Lord hath done great' things for us. 
. . 

whereof.we are "glad." . • 
, 

• 

• • • • • , 

SUR.£LY . the eye muft be blind that cannot fef:' 

the hand of Go4 . in thefe' opera~ions the heart 

muft be ·hard· that does 'not feel fome emotions at 

a recognition of. what God hath done for us I ' • • 

• 

To attempt a recital of them at this· time, would . 
• 

far exceed the'limits affigned to this exercife. . 
" . 

To pafs "them wholly unno~iced on·t;hi~ occafion~ 
I 

would be fcarcely pardonable. . . • • 

• 
• 

. , . • 

, 

TaE glorious event we this day (:omlnemOrate, . 
• • 

took place in the.depths·of w~. ·invaded by a large 
veteran alll1y~cfended by a. promifcuous multi .. 

• 

tude of .tempot,ary.t undifciplincd . troops. without 
• 

-
ally alone and unfriended, America determined 

I. 

to be free I to' 'be .. I . . ;, • 
• 

~ "" f·.t'o 
o • "~. , . , . , 

. . .' 

L~T the (ol1f1jh ddy o( ]uly-(eventeeri·· , 

and f~v'erity-fi~~"b~ 'a'day:(or ~ cc:·Hte~oriaJ."fJht~"t6u ' 
I • . I' • 

forever I" l~tit be ~di.ftin~ifiied\afrlong.·the day. of ' 
the year: :th~ ea'm..w~hc~~~iftoftJie ·;m 

• 
• , "- .. ~ B 

• of 
• • • 

• , , 
• • 

• 

• 

• 

, 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

I 
• • 

, 

• 
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• 

. ... . .... . . .. 

of-our 'glorious tndepehd~n~·!..This.is .the·c,i~y,~ the - .... . 
c·vu.,memorable d~y, in which ·the ·(wi blaze 'of 

• • . ~. . 
Liberty thone refulgent 'on Columbia's fona '! 

T~AT. well-til~ed, manly refolve of onr aUgUft 
• 

· "Congrefs~ which aftonifhed the wt;>rld, fecured its 

friendfhip and attention.' ·The brave 'wm al­

ways have friends'! ' The memory ·Qf thofe 'Doble 

.affe.rtorsof our freedom and Lnd~pendencc,be pe .... 

:petuated forever! their be rever':ed to·tlidateft 

· generation by all who love or, dc.ferve to :be free ! 
• 

, 'TAIS year ,vas fignafized :more by . .the 6nn.·and 
• 

independent fpirit of its councils, -.and ,he brav.ery 

:of its troops, than·by their -difcipHne or therfuocefs 
• • 

of the~r unequal .encounters ·though :they. 'were 

fuccefsful in many lefs noticeable.·jnftancc •• · . ,.. . . . . . .' ~. .' . , . 
. - . OVE·R·P.OWERED -by fuperior 'numbers, . 

-. was difperfcd .and much .... 11 J.,.ong-Iflaad; 
~, 

:." :diflodgcd .fr~m Ncw-Y OJlk .. ,.;pu,rfQcd itbumgh 

the J erfics -i' ;l'ort.W afhington.' with :twcn.ty-:tbree 

. hundred men taken;- th~ northern ..army. 
• • • 

: from C;an~da, worn out \'V~th fatigue, an~ wafted 
; with m~rtal. fickn~fs ~nd u~ay~ilin8:' ;,.~ .... , :rhe 

• .• .•... : •.. ~f" • •.• J.f' 
• • 

. ~ gloom gath~rs t~ick and heavy , 
• ~ .~' ,'I)', 

, invaded J . the period ofinliftmcnt 
• 

.,,.1,, .... 
.. ~i~dj 

• , .. .#J(. "I .. • 

•• , die 
.' 

• . . , 
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• , ' 

,Ield: (aNI. to be de_ted), alford but a,tnel.-
, ' 

ancholy potpcCt {Qr the approai::hing wintft-. t '" 
, , , 

, , 
, 

B~T d~efe' d'~~k {hades are o~ly'to 'gIve' die 
, " 

, " 

, 

, 

brighter luftre to the future fame of America. ' ' '. , , 

'N or is the fidl year of her Independence to be in-
, , 

• 

'velloped wholly in a dark Cloud· ·It is: nOt to 

clofe without a briilianf victory at Trenton 'and 

Pri'nc~ton, whi~h 'equally difplayea the add refs 
. " . , 

and magnanimity of oor 'General, and' the har-
• • • • • 

dinefs of 'his' troops! '·The drodplng fpirits'of 
. '. " .' 

the people' revivea. the ar,ny' 'is reci uited and 

'on the' following' fpring' take' tbe field' with re-
• new ed, fPirit and vigOur-. . .. ~ ~ .. '. "'" 

TH,lS year is ftiH more remarkable for tilt va-
, ' 

riety of its military occurrences, and aftonHhing 
, 

deliverances' from the moO: threatening aad tnJly 

, alanmng , ami:J'word, ,deyafta-
, 

tion and, ,death prcfent .their maggard, =, with 

the dawD Qf~{pring. and op~n tbe ,way to a tl'ain 
, . 

of nry extraardiaary, evenu· J . ,.'; " 
, • I, 

, , , 

THB ~y~Uatien of Ticonaeroga, and' ~t of 
, " 

, " 

our ligba at Hub~lc:ton;s "The 1018 ofalf our 
, 

, 

pails the R.iver, and the dcftruffion of .. 

feveral'sowns, wa1\tonly burnt-The' defeat.of O1.1r ' 
• , , ' , ' . 

, '. "armY',' , 

, 
, , , 

, 
, 

, 

, 

, 

, 

, 
, 
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• 

army at Brandywine . The enemy's gaining 

I'>hlladelphia The failure in the action at Ger~ 

rnantown, and many other unfuccefsful events, 

were amply balanced by the bravery of our 

troops, even when fmiling fuccefs did not crown 

their efforts; the obftinate defence of Mud­

IOand and Red-Bank ;---the fuccefsful actions of 

Bennington and Behmus's heights; all crowned 

bv the conventional furrender of the whole Britifh 
" 

army, which poured down from the north cc in the 

full powers of health, difcipline, and valour. "_. --.­

. Th~ir victories proved our gain.· . Their prof peri­

ty, like that of fools, proved their deftruction • 

. 

So capital a lofs as that of the northern army, 

and the timely alliance with France on the gener­

ous principles of amity and mutual defence, Qver­

ruled the fucceeding operations, and induced the 

evacuation of Philadelphia in the Month of June, 

177 8, which was performed with the utmoft fe­

crec)" but not fuflicient to elude the vigilance 

of our ever-watchful General; who by a circuitous 
, 

rnarch of three times their diftance, C:1.me up with 

t:\em on the burninG" plains of Monmouth, where, 

to the c};cdTivc hClt of the day was added a warm 
• 

• engagemev'" 
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.engagement, the iffue of which. brought new ac­

ceffions of glory to our arms, and decided the fate 
• of that campaIgn. 

THE enemies councils were carried headlong, 

and they were taken in the [nares they laid for ~s 

. plots [reafon and cruelties, were anfwered by 

the utmoft fairnefs, humanity and generofity: 

The p'Julhnimous attack upon, and wanton de­

ftruttiol'\ of, defencelefs towns and unarmed peo­

ple, by the magnanimous efcalade and redutlion 

of Stony-Point *. N or is lefs merit due to thofe 

who nobly dared to check the enemy's progrefs at 

Springfidd, in Jerfey, and warmly engaged a num­

ber far fuperior to themfelves, to whom no ground 

was yielded but at the higheft price. 

TH ESE promifcuous {ketches h."ve been confin­

ed to the departments where this corps has been 

mon: converfant, except the glorious capture at 

y ork-Town, in which they bore an active part. 

I T would lead us into undue length even to riame 

the various accounts of 10fs and gain at the fouth-

• ward 

• THR reduCtion ofthisllrong fortrefs near King's.Ferry, 

North.River, hllPpened when Gen. Clinton was on his igni­

potent clCpeoition at Fairf.dd, Norwillk, New-Haven. &c. 
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• 

ward which led to the laft mentioned' glorious e-

. vent, which difpofed our enemies to be at peace 

with us fufficient be it to fay; that, after a long 

and gloomy night of trouble and farrow, peace 

dawned upon our land, and opened to our view, 

bright and glorious profpects. 

How muil: our hearts exult with joy when we 

take a review of the dangers and difl:reffes from 

which we have efcaped? Who can reAet{ on the 

difficulties and hazards we were in, from the open 

violence and fecret machinations of our enemies; 

and confider the ways by which they have been 

baffied and defeated; without adoJXing the fenti-

ment and langua.ge of the Pfalmift--cc If it had 

not been the Lord who was on our fide when men 

rofe up againfl: us: Then they had fwallowed us up 

quick, wh~n their wrath was kindled againft us. 

Then the wa.ters had· overwhelmed us, the ftream 

had gone over our foul. Then the proud waters 

had gone over our foul. Bldfed be the Lord, 

who hath not given us as a prey to their teeth. 

Our foul is dcaped as a bird out of the fnare of 

the fowler; the [nare is broken, and we are cfcap­

cd. Our help is' the name of the Lord, who 

l'Oade heaven and earth." Pf. 1 2 4. 
AND 
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AND now, if the people ·of thele States make a. 
• 

wife improvement of this glorious event, they may 

fecure to themfelves and pofterity, every bleffing 

which can arife from human infiitutions. 

THESE bleffings are now proffered to America,­

it is with her to realize or rejeet the heaven-born 
• 

gift much, very much, is depending on the pre-
• 

fent generation! the fate of ages depends on the 

wifdom of its councils and the virtue of the peo­

pIe! The confequences of their prefent cQnduCt 
• • 

will be carried down into future generations, and 

materially affeet the well-being of thofe who fhall 
• • 

• 

come after Yes! The prefent critical moment 
• • 

is teeming with the happinefs or wretchednefs of 

millions yet unborn ! 
• 

SHOULD the prefent inhabitants of thefe confed­

erated States be fo wife as to cultivate the arts of 

peace; . encourage induftry, frugality and <eco­

nomy j promote agriculture, mechanic arts and 
• 

commerce j . cultivate learning, morality and re-

ligion and pay the ftritleft attention to public and 

private jtJftice they might anticipate with utl'nofi 

certainty, the future grandeur and magnificence 

of America. . 
• How 

• 
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How would fhe rife fuperior to all her enemies, 
• 

and extend her hofpitable arms for the reception of 

the opprdfed every where? How would the in­

exhaufiible fources of agriculture be continually 

pouring into her lap, wealth and opulence; open­

ing every avenue to commerce, and extending it 

from pole to pole? How would the rapidity of 

her population cover the vaft tracts of uncultivated 

lands, now the rendezvous of wild beafts. with vir­

tuous and ufeful inhabitants? Behold, (( the wilder­

nefs," by the hand of induftry, C. bloffoming as the 

rafe," yidding in plentiful exuberance. every rural 

enjoyment; and cc the defert becoming vocal with 

the praifes of God !" 

cc BEHOLD her exalted to noble heights of im­

provement in every ufcful art and fcienee; , 

mounting on the {hong pinions of virtue. learn­

ing, eloquence, religion, philofophy and oth~r 

fublime intelleCtual accomplifhments, above 

Greece and Rome in their zenith of glory!". ' 

Thef~ are not 'creatures of imagination, but blef­

lings which America may realize, if the prefent 

generation make a wife improvement of this in­

tcrefting moment ! 

PtRM[T 
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PERMIT me, my Brother Soldiers, with all the 

fenfibility oflivelyjoy, to felicitate you on the re­

rurn of this anniverfary. 

H THIS day fhaU be unto you for a memorial." 

" To look back on the varying fcenes through 

which you have paffed in freedom's glorious c&ufe 

-to recognize the dangers and efcapes, the fuffer­

ings and fucceffes which have attended your exer­

tions for the eftablifhment of the Liberty and In­

dependence of your country, muft afford a luxury 

of p1eafure and whil~ you look, with confcious 

delight, upon the fuccefsful iffue of your gallant 

deeds, you cannot refufe a generous tear to the 
• 

memory of your worthy brethren, who fought~ 
• 

who, courageous, frood by your fide amidft fur-

rounding dangers' who' rufhed fearlefs on, and 
• • 

• 

were jufr feizing the palm, when, Oh !----let the 
• 

falling tear blot the page that fpeaks the reft ! . 
• 

• 

• • 

" How fieep the brave, who fink to reft~ 

" By all their country's wifhes blefs'd ! 

'" When fpring, with dewy fingers .old~ 
. ,. . 

• 

" Returns to <l&ck their hallow'd mould~ 
• -

f' She there fhan drefs a fweeter fod 
•• • ••• 

"Th!!n fancy's feet have ever trod. 

" By 
• 

• 

• • 
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u ay f~iry hands their knell is rult~ 

" ay f~~s ~nfeen .their dirge is. fimg. : 

" There honour come" a· pilgrim greY7 

" To blefs the turf that wraps their clay; 
. 

fC And freedom fuall a-while repair 
• 

cc 10 dwell a weeping hermit there." 

• , 

THE di.fireffes of many of their widows and or­

phans are Co many tongues in every deadly wound 

tQ befpeak your compafiion I might here enlar~ 

upon the excellence and utility of that infiitution, 

which was ddigned to perpetuate the friend1hil' 

of thoft: who had liove<hogether in the ftrifuft haw 

biti pf ~mity, dnough .the various ftages ~f a "'at 
• 

unparalleled in J?any of its circumftances, and to 
• 

\lffift the. unfortunat~: On there two original pit .. 

Ian, Friendfhip and Charity, ftands that initiruti()fil 

which, (ollhded .in benuvolence, holds toge-ther a 
banuof pau iots through the continent, and greatly 
contributes to render the confederation a Cure ~nd 

. 

permanent band of lIi1ibn in the States· whatever 

prejudic~s ITI:1y nave arifen againft: it, (ure I am, that 
-• 

it is ertviab1e only for the generofity of its principles • 
• 

• 
• • 

~IA y y~ur bravery .in war be exceeded only by 
• your V1rtue 

. 

and e"tcnfive \.Jfefulnefs in 
• • • 

!-

May 
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May you· iltver tarnifh the bright hrfl:re of mili-
. 

tary fame, by any conduct un.worthy the charatter 

of citizens! and efpecially, let no /hade be caft 
• 

upon the glory of this day, by any condua: incon-
• • 

iiftent with the fobriety, ceconomy and fimplicity 

of Republicans. 

LET not the hilarity of feftive mirth betJ'aY an 

indifcretion which might reproach the inftitution 

of y.our Order· . but may you ever prove yourfelves 

the worthy fons and true difciples ofCincinnattJs~· 

by that.prudence, induftry, fr~gality and virtue~ 

which marked his character ! 

You have an excellent model in our great A­

merican Cincinnatus, who, at his CQuhtry's caU, 

exchanged the domeftic f-ce'nes and rural walks of 

life for ~he· j~rgon' of wat .and, having delivered 

it from oppreffion, he nobly retired ·to ttfefulMfs' 

in private lif~ . 
• 

MAY we all live and act in charaCl:er, as men~ 
,. 

formed in the image of God, and capable of being 

happy only in his favour; as republicans, whofe: 

political exiftence depends on knowledge and vir-
I 

tue ; as the difciples of Jefus Chrift, whofe name: , 

we bear! let us ftudy and practiCe all thofe vir-

tues 
• 

• 

• 

• 
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cues which J;lature infpires-, religion enjoins, or fQ­

ciety makes necdfary. 

REGARD INC our fuperiOl" obligations to the 

Deity, let us cultivate J uftice, Benevolence and 
• 

Charity, and all the beautiful, harmonious train 

of focial virtues Thefe are eflential to our hap­

pinefs as individ~als, or as citizens Hence arifes 

the pleafure of confcious approbation Hence al­

fo fprings the peace and profp~rity of fociety, as 

from her nati ve foil ! 

AND as the praCtice of thefe virtues upon reli­

gious principles, forms the mind for happier life 

here, fo they prepare it for fuperior pleafures of 

that grand community where every difcordant 

note {hall ceafe~ « and univerfal love finile on all , 
around." Their c·ongenial fouls, fired with the 

celeftial flame of love, ceafe not to unite in the 

(welling note of praif<: to God their eternal King. 

':,:. '\' \/' ., ' \ ... 
. • I . 

• 

• 

• 

• 


