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PREFACE.

et enane

Ir is already known to many, that Dr.
I‘r anklim amused himself, towards the close

" of his life, with writing memoirs of his own
“history.  These memoirs were brought down
- to the year 1757. Together with some oth-

e’ manuscripts, they were left behind hun
at his death, and were considered as consti-
tuting a part of his posthumous propertv.
It 15 a little extraordinary, that, under these

curcumstances, mtercsting as they are, {rom

the celebrity of the character of which they
treat, and from the critical situation of the
present times, they should so long have been
withheld from the public. A translation of
them appeared in France near two years ago,
commng down to the yeur 1731. There cain
be no suificient reason, that what has thus
been submiited to the perusal of Ll.lropc,
should ‘not be madc accessible to these to

whom Drv. Franklin’s language is. native.
The first part of the history of his life is
tianslated from that publication.

The style of these memoirs is uncommon-

iy pleasing.  The story is tokd v ith the moss
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unreserved sincerity, and without any false
colouring or ornament. We see, m every
page, that the author examined Ins subject
with the eye of a master, and related no in-
cidents, the springs and origin of which he
did not perfectly understand. Tt is this that
erives such exquisite and uncommon perspic-
uity to the detail, and delight in the review.
The translator has endeavoured, as he went
along, to conceive the probable manner mn
which Dr. Franklin expressed his ideas 1n
his Fnglish manuscript, and he hopes to bhe
forgiven if this enquiry shall occasionally
have subjccted him to the charge of a style
i any respect bald or low : to umitate the
admirable simplicity of'the author, 1s no casy
task.

The Essavs, which are now, for the first
time, brought together from various re-
sources, will be found to be more miscclla-
neous than any of Dr. FFranklin’s that have
forn*zerb been collected, and will theretfore
be more generally amusing.  Dr. Frunklin
tells us, mn his life, that he was an ass:duous
umitator of Add:son; and from some of these
papers 1t will be admitted that he was not
an unhappy one.  The public will be amused
with following a great philosopher in his re-
Foxations, ,and observing in what respects
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philosophy tends to elucidate and 1mprove
the most common subjeets. The editor has
purposcly avoided such papers, as, by ther
scientifical natnre, were less adapted for gen-
eral perusal.  Thesce he may probubly -here-
after publish in a velume by themselves.

He subjoins a lctier from the lale cele-
brated and amiable Dr. Price, to a gentle-
man in Philadelphia, upon the subject of
Dr. Frankhin’s memoirs of his own life.

Huckney, June 19, 1790.
¢ DrAnm Sin,
1 am hardly able to tell you how kindly

i tuke the letters with which you favour me.
Your last, contaming an account of the death
of our excellent friend Dr. Franklin, and the
circumstances attending 1it, deserves my par-
ticular gratitude. The account which he
has left of his life will show, i a striking
cxumple, how a man, by talents, industry,
and integrity, may rise from obscurity to the
iarst eminence and consequence in the world ;
but 1t brings his history no lower than the
vear 1757, and I understand that since he
sent over the copyv, which I have read, he
has been able to make no additions to it, It
15 with a melancholy regret I think of his
death ; but to death we are all bound by
the wrreversible order of nature, and in look-
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ing forward to it, there is comfort in bemng
able to reflect—that we have not lived n
vain, and that all the usetul and virtuous
shall meet in a better country beyond the
gTave.

“ Dr. Franklin, in the last letter Ireceived
from him, after mentioning his age and m-
firmitics, observes, that it has been kimdly
crdered by the Author of nature, that, as
we draw nearer the conclusion of life, we are
furnished with more helps to wean us from
1it, among which one of the strongest 1s the
loss of dear friends. I was delighted with
the account you gave in your ictter of the
honeur shewn to his memory at Philadel-
phu 5, and by congress; and vesterday I ore-
ceived a hiigh additional pleasurce, by being
mﬂ,mwd that the National Assembly ot
France had determined to go i mournng
for him.—What a glorious scene 15 opened
there!  Thie annals of the world furnish no
purallel to it. One of the honcurs of our
departed friend 1s, that he huas contributed
much to 1t.

I am, with great respect,
Y our uu..wgu and very
li'.lhll 11 SELS t]lt

E{iC ki ARI) PRICE.”
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The following epitaph on hamself] was written by him
pah, yedls peevious to lus death
THE BODY "
of
Benjamin Franklin, printer,
cLiake the cover of an old book,
Its contents torn out
And stript of 1ts lettering and gilding)
Livs here food for worms ;
Yot the work nselt siiall not be lost,
For 1t will (as he belicved) appear once mor,

In anew %
And more beautiful edition, .
Corrected and amended
by

Tht.: Aul lllOI‘.

st g

Yoactrac's Scom the lust 10T and Testenent of Dre Freibe
{1

Yvouth regacd to my books. those I had in Fianee, and
cose ©icft m Philadelphia, being now assembled together
Leore, and a catalogue made of them, it 1s iy mtention to
diypose of tite same as fellows e

My history of the academy of scicnees, In sixty or sevens
tv volurues quarto, 1 give to the philosophical society of
Pilladelphia, of which I have the honour to be presidente
My collecetion in folio of Leg dris & Les Metiers, 1 give
to the philosophical society, established in New-England
of wiieli I am a membere My quarto edition of the same
Arts & Metiers, 1 give to the library company ot Phila-
delphia.  Such and so many of my books as 1 shall n:ark,
in the said catalogue, with the name of my grandson,
Benjamin Franklin Bache, T do hereby give to him: and
such and so many of my books as 1 shall mark, in the said
catalogue, with the name of my grandson William Bache,
{ do hereby give to him : and such as shall be marhed with
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the name of Jouathan Williams, I herehy give to my
cousin of that name. The w{idue and remander of all
my books, m‘muscrspts, and pnpors I dogive to my grand.
son William Temple Frankiin, My share in the libravy
company of Phuladelphia I give to my grandson Beajanin
¥Franklin Bache, confiding that he will permit his brothers
aud sisters to sharve in the use of it.

I was born in Boston, New-Eng*land: and owe my first
mstructions in literature to the free gramunar-schools es-
tablished there. I therefore give one hundred pounds
sterling to my exceutors, to be by them, the survivers or
survivor of them. paid over to the managers or divectors
of th: free schools in my native town of Boston, to be by
them, or the person or persons who shall have the supcerin-
tendance and management of the said schools, put out to
interest, and so continued at interest for ever; which in-
terest annually shall be aid out in silver medals. and given
as honorary rewards annually by the divectors of the said
free schools. for the encouragemont of scholarship in the

said schools, beloneing to the said town, 10 such manner
as to the diserction of the seleetinen of the said town shall
jgeem meet,

Qut ¢i’ the sulary that may remain due to me, as proesi-
dent of the state, T give the sum off two thousand pounds
to my executors. to be by them, the survivors or survivor
of them, paid over to such person or porsons as the fegishas
ture of this state. by an act of assemblys shall anpaint 1o
receive the same, in trust, to be cmployed for makg the
Schaylkill navigable.

Duyine the number of vears T was in husiness as a sta-
tioner.; pl'illt-‘l', and postmaster, a Tvedat many small s1ims
became due to me. for boows, advertisements, postage of
letters, and other matters which were not colleet-d, when,
in 1757, T was sent by the assembly to MKnelaand as thelr
azent—amd by subserient appomtinents. continued there
till 1775—~when, on my rettirn, Uwas iimmcediately engaeed
1 the affaies of conoress, and seirt to Franee in 1776, where
I vremamed nine years, not returning il 17855 and the

w
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seid debts nat beng demanded o such a lengtls of time,
are become 1 a mauner obsolete, yet are neveitheluss
justly due.—These as they are stated in my great folie
jedeer, B, I begueath to the contributors of the Peunsyl.
vaa hosnital 3 hoping that these debtors, and tiie descends
ants of such as ave deceased, who now, as 1fiud, make
some ifficulty of sats{ying such antiquated deminds as
just debts, may however be tndaced to pay or give thenas
charity to that execllent mstitntions I aim sensible that
much must mevitably be losty but I hope sumetinng con-
stderable may be recovered. It s possible too that sume
of th purties charged may have existing old unsetiled a
counts against e in whieh ease the managers of the sax !.
bospital will allow and deduet the amount, and pay the
Dalance. if they find 1t against me.

I request iy tfriends, Henrey Tl esq. Johin Jay, esq.
Franus [opki son, esq. and M. Edward Duiield. ot
Bonficld, in Philadelphia county, to be the exceulors oi
this my last will and testament, and 1 fiereby nomipawe
and appoint them for that purposc.

I would have my body buried vade as hiltle expenec ox
¢oreniony as may be,

P.«H{:.-’m’:y/ml, Julip 17,173

CODRICIL,.

I, Benjanuin Frankling in the foregoitg ov annesed fast

S5

Cwiil aid testaoment, having further eonsrdered the same, do
think proper to make and publish the fohiowing culial, or
addition thereto

Lt having toue been a fixed pobitieal opision of wiue,
that 1n a democratieon! state there otizhi to be no offices of
predit, for the vensons Thiad given e an artiele of ney
drawing 1 vur constitition, 1L wWits iy Lstentdo, when L
aceeptid the oifice of prosidei, o 'h'volt: Lo appoiitited
saliai'y 1o some pub*w use @ Accovdingls I had wlready, be-
rove I uade my kst will, 1 July last. ,.,H“'t"it e suing ot
Tt to eolieges, schouls, butlding of churelivs, e and in that
witl 1 bt.{{hw.u.i.u cd bwa taoissid pownds e e the siare,
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for the purpose of making the Schavikill navigable ; bt
understandng sinee, that such a sum wiil do but hittle 1o-
wards accomphshiug such a work, and that the project is
not likeh to be undertaken for many vears to come—and
having entertained another wdea, which 1 hope may be
Found morve extensively useful, 1 do hereby revoke aud
“annul the hequcest, wnd direet that the certifientes 1 have
for what remains due 1o e of that salary, be sold towards
varstng the stim of two thousand ponnds sterling, to be

disposed of as 1 am now about to ordor.

It has been an opinion, that he who receives an estate
trom Lis ancesters  1s under some obligation to transmit
tie same to posterity. ‘Uhits oblication hes not on me,
who never mhenmted a shithing from any ancestor or rela-
tion. Ishall, however, it it is not diminished by some
accident Lefore iy death, leave a considerable cstate
amone my deseendants and relationse Toae above obser-
vatlon is made merely as some apoiogy to my fanaly, {or
my making bequests that do not appear to have any nn-
mediate velation to thenr advantag.

I was borin in Boston, New-Iu -land, and owe my hust
nstructions in hiterature to the froe pramimar-schwois es-
tablishicd there. 1 have therctore constdered those schiogls
in my will y

But I am unde: oblerations to the state of Massachusetts,
for having, unasked, apnointed e formerly then agent,
v.ith a handsaine sadary, whiaeh continied some years: and
althougrh Lacaacutally lostin thew serviee, by transmuting
governor Hutcliason's letters. muel moyre tian the amourt
of what they gave me, I do not thnak that oughtin the Jeast
to diminish my gratitude. T have considercd that, anmong
srtisans, good approntices are most Likely to make good
citvzens ; and havianeg savself been hred to a manaal art,
priuting, in )y paiive town, and afterwards assisted to set
ooy business in Philadeiplaoa by foad loans of money
feom two friends there, whiteh was the toundation ol iny
fortundc, and of wil the utihic: i e that may be aseibed
1o me—1 wish tu e wseiud wrenafter oy doath 18 possibie,
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i formmg and advancing other young men, that may be
serviceable to thewr comiary in both these towns.

'T'o this end I devote two thousand pounds stevling, which
I give, one thousand thereof to the inhabhitants of the town
of Boston. in Massachusetts, and the sther thousand to the
mhabitants of the eity of Pluladelphia, in trust. to and for
the uses, intents and purposes, herein after mentioned and
dectarved,

The said sum of one thousand pounds sterling, if accept-
¢d by the inhaltants ot the town ot Boston, shall be mans-
aved under the direcuoon of the selectmen, united with the
ministers of the oldest c:piseopalianf' congregationai, and
presin tevian charches, in that town, who are to let out the
satne upon interest at five per eent, per annum, to such
voung martied artifieers, under the age of twenty-five years,
as have served an apprenticeship in the sand town, and
faithfully fultilled the duties vequired in thelr indentures,
su as 1o obtain a good toral character, from at leat two res-
peetable eitizens, who ave willing to beeome surctics m a
bond, with the appheants. tor the repayment of thegnoney
ey jent, with miterest, according to the terms herein atter
proservibed 3 all whieh boids are to be taken for Spanish
andled dothars, or the value thercof 1n eurrent gold evin ;
aid the manarers shall Keep a bound book, or books,
wherain shuadl be entered the names of those whio shall ap-
ply for, ud receive thie benefit of this institution, and of
their sureties, togcther with tue sums lent, the dates, and
aticre necessary apd proper recovds respecting the business
and concerns of tnis mstitution: and us these loans are .
tennded to assist young marriced artificers 1o setting ap their
busiess, they are to be proporticned by the discretion of
Lie managers, so as not to exceed sixty pounds sterling to '
o1 person, not to he less than fifteen pounds.

And if the number of appliers so entitled should be so
larre as that the sum will not suffice to afford to each as
much as might otherwise not he improper, the proportion
to cach shall be dinnmshed, so as to aftord to every one
sume assistances,  These aids may therefore he small at fiyst,
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but as the camital inereases by the accumulated mte;est
they will be more ampie. And in order to serve as ma njr P
as possible in their turn, as well as to make the repq)m‘bnt

of the principal borrowed tmore easy, caeh borrower s]mqr

be obliged to pay with the yearly interest one tenth part
of the principal ; which sums, prmncipal and interest, so paid
in, shall be again let out to fresh borrowers.  Anditis pyes
sumed, that there will be always found in _Bosten virtous

and benevolent citizens, willing to bestow a part ot they

time in doing good to the rising generavion, by sBperine,
teuding and managing this institution gratis; it is hoped
that no part of the money wili at any time lie dead. orde,
divertea to other purposes, hut be eontinually augmenting
by the mterest., 1 which ease there may m time be more

thati the ocexsron 1 Boston shall require ; and then sqmé‘
may be spared to the netghbouring or othir towns in the

said state of Massachusetts, which may desive to haye i,
such towns engaging to pay punctually the mterest, s
such provortions of the principal annually to the inhatnt-
ants of the town of Boston, if' this plan 1s exceuted, and
steceeds, as projected, withosut nterruption, for one hun-
ared years, Uie sum will be then one hundred and tuartys
one thousaud pounds; of whieh I would have the m:-.’wa'
~gers of the donaton to the town of Boston then lay oud at
dh(.'ll‘ discretion, one hundedd thousand pounds 1n pubhdr
works, which may be judged of must general utility \‘m, .
snhabiiants * such as fortifications, bridges, aquod¥ets,

public buildings, baths, pavereents. or whateover may nouhg !

‘-

Living in the town niore conventent to its people, and von
dev 3t more agreeuble to strangers resovting thither for
Eealth, or a temsporavy vesilence. The remaming thivtse v
ohe thousand pounds L would have continued to be let ont
Lo 1uterest, in the manner above direeted. for one hundiad
vears 3 as ) hope that it viill Liave been found that*the e,
stitution has had 4 goud eilcet on the conducet of )omh.
and been of service 1o many worthy charvacters and useful
citizens At the end of this secoud tenn, it no unforty,
pate aceident has prevented the opcration, the stin will
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Be four millons and sixty-ome: thousaud pounds sterling ;
of wlieh 1 kave once nillion and sixty-one thousand
pounds to the disposition and manacement of the inhabit-
ants of the town of Boston, and the three miilions to the
aisposition of the governuient of the state 5 not presuming
to carry my views anv farther.

All the directions herein given respecting the disposition
and management of the donation to the mhabitants of
Boston, I would have observed rvespecting that to the ins
habitants of Phuladelphia; oniv, as Philadelphia is ineors
porated. T request the corporation of that ¢ity to unders
take the management, agreeable to the satd diveetions :
and 1 do hereby vest them with full and aple powers
for that purpose.  And having considered that the eover-
g its sround-plat with buildings and pavenents. which
carty off most rain, and prevent its soaking into the carth,
and renewmg and purifyving the springs, wheiiee the water
of the wells must gradually prow worse, and i time be
uniit tor use, as Iind has happened o all old eities @ I
recommend, that at the end o the fivst hundred years, i
Wi done before, the eorporation of the ety caplov a part
of the hundedd thousand pounds i bringing by pipes the
water of Wissalnekon ereek into the town. so as to sunply
the thabptants, whieh Tapprehend iy be done withont
creat ditheulty, the level of that ereek bemng mueh ahove
that of the ety and may be made higher by a aam, 1 also
recommue nd makimg the Sehuvikill coampletely navigable.
At the end of the second hinndred years, I would have the
disposition of the four millions and sixty-one thousana
pounds divided between the inhalbitants of the ety of
Plulad Ihhia and the covernment of Pennsylvama in the
s g aner as herein divected with respecet w that of the
mbnbitants of RBoston and the government of Massachu-
s-tts, It 1s my desire that this wnstitation should wke
place, and begin to operate within one vear after my des
Coase ¢ {for which purpase due notree shoulad he pl.‘:h“t!y'
iven, previous to the expiration of that year, that those
for wihivse beneflt this establishioient 1s intendod may make
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their vespective applications ; and 1 hereby direct my ex-
ecutors, the survivors and survivor of them, within sy
months after my deecease, to pay over the said sum ot two
thousand pounds sterling to such persons as shall be duly
appointed by the selectmen of Boston, and the corporation
of Philadelpna, to receive and take charge of their re
spective sums of one thousand pounds each for the pur
poses aforesaid,  Considering the accdents to which all
human affairs and projects are sub,ect 1in such a length of
tme, 1 have perbaps too much fiattered myself with a
vain fancy, that thesc dispositions, 11" carried Into execu.
tion, will be continued without interrupuion, and have the
effects proposed ; 1 hope, however, that, 3f the inhabitants
of the two cities should not think fit to undertake the ex-
ecution, they wiil at lcast accept the ofter of these donas
tions, as a mark oty good will, token of my gratitude,
and testimony of my desirve to be useful to them even atter
iny departure. T wish, mndecd. that they may both under-
tuke to endeavour the execution of my project, bocause I
think. that, though unforeseen difticulties may arise, expe-
dients will be found o remove them, and the scheme be
founid practicable, 1f one of them accepts the money
with the conditions. and the other refuses, my wilr then
1s, that both sums be riven to the mhabitants of the city,
accepting ; the whole to be apphed to the same purposes
and under the same regulations direeted for the separate
parts ; and 1f both retfuse, the money remains of course
ip the mass of my estate, and it is to be disposed of
therewith, according to my will made the seventecnth day
of Juiy. 1788,

My fine crabtree walking-stick, with a gold head cun
ously wrought in the form of the eap of Liberty. ! pne to
my friend, and the triend of mankind, general Wasinng:
ton. Ifit weve a sceptre, hie has mevited it, and would
become ite
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