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BIOGRAPHY.

MEMOIR of Mrs. MART ENGLISH, late Wife of the
Rev. Thomas Englifh, of Wooburn, Buch.

MPvS. Mary Englifh was the third daughter of Wil-
liam and Elizabeth Sneath, of Great Marlow,

Bucks. Her father was an eminent furgeon and apothecary in
that borough, and brought up his children in the eftablifhed
forms of religion. Erom early life, her difpofition was mild,
and her morals uncorrupted. At twelve years of age, fhe
was not a little affected by the admonitions of an elder lifter,
who, on her death-bed, folemnly cautioned her againft read-
ing novels, and exhorted her to perufe the blefTed Scriptures,
which were calculated to make her wife to falvation.

Though fhe was at that time unacquaintedwith the Gofpel,
yet (he feems by this providence to have been prepared for its
reception. In the year 1774, Mr. Rowland Hill, who had
excited in a great degree the public attention, being on a vifit
to Mr. Grove at Wooburn, Mrs. Englifh, among others, was
induced, from motives of curiofity, to hear him: He preached
from John, ix. 35. " Doit thou believe on the Son of God:"
Under this difcourfe fhe was deeply imprciled, and became
an additional feal of the fuccefs of that eminent fervant of
Jefus Chrift.

During the fpace of four years, fhe experienced thofe viciffi-
tudes in her mental frame, which to Chriftians in general are
fubjecb of great lamentation. Cut the ftrmons of Mr.
Englifh, who, in 1778, fucceeded Mr. Grove, at Rotheram,
were rendered peculiarly profitable in refloring to her foul
the joys of falvation, the lofs of which fhe had been for fome
time deploring.
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Urged to the higheft fenfe of which they are capable, will, like,
thofe of Ifaiah, ferve for a defcription of the celeftial glory. Dr. T.
particularly excels in the views which he gives of the glorious ftate
of the world, and of tlie church, when Satan fhall be bound athou-
fand years : And his defcription is not the language of fancy, but
derived from a careful examination of the meaning of the various
figures and fymbols employed by the Spirit of God.

[To be concluded in our next._\

An Examination of the Age of Reafon, by Thomas Paine. By Gilbert
Wakefield, B. A. late Fellow of Jefus College, Cambridge. Svo.
Price is. 6d. Eaton.

We always regret when this department of our Magazine, which
rs neceflarily much circumfcribed, and confequently ought to be
appropriatedto the review of fuch publications only as may be
deemed ufeful, is occupied in the examination of works of an un-
profitable, and even of a pernicious tendency. Nothing could re-
concile our minds to the painful talk of reviewing upon thefe occa-
iions, but the confideration, that our drudgery may, at leaft, fave
our readers the trouble of going over many pages, which, befides
failing to requite their labours, may fometimes be productive of
ivorfe confequences.

The work now before us„ like fome of Mr. Wakefield's former
treatifes, we are forry to fay, is of this kind. And notwithftand-
ing he intimates, in the exordium of his pamphlet, with a confi-
dence, which would have appeared with a better grace had it been
faid for him than by him-, that he " conceived himfelf not unlikely to
ferve ihe caufe of revealed truth by an examination of a deijlical
pamphlet;'' we cannot.but confider him greatly unqualified for an
office of this nature, having already (hewn himfelf upon feveral oc-
cafions inimical to it,s beft interefts. His critique upon Mr. Paine'*
Age of Reafon, therefore, is juft what might be expected , from
a writer of his complexion. As far as the Dciftical and Socinian
creeds agree, we. find the gieateft harmony between them. In
thofe few points where they differ, Mr.Wakefield animadverts upon
his neighbour's fentiments.

Wc meet with a great profufion of compliments in the courfe of
our author's Hxamination of Mr. Paiivr's performance. _ He calls it
« the effufiou of pregnant intelleft, fobered by the meditation of a
folitary prifo*.." He fays, that " it is replete with manly fenfe
and dignified, morality, conveyed in fimple but energetic language ;'
and that, " the writings of Thomas Paine abound with indications
of original conception and profound thought, of comprehenlion and
fagacity far beyond the vigour of vulgar minds." But in the very
moment of this lavifh praile, with an inconfiftency peculiar to our
author, he deems " his ftatement frivolous and erroneous in the ex-

treme," (page 10) ; " inaccurate, fallacious, and inconcluhve,

(page 13); his j notions " impertinent, and unfuitable to the pur-
pofe in view ;''' *.* a mere inapplicable fragment of our author s
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bewildered imagination,'' (page 14) : And after a great v_rriety of
fimilar obfervations, he tells us, in the 47th page, that " he is fo
tired with examining into the inconfiftencies and abfurdities of
Thomas Paine's effufion, that he haftens to the conclufion of it." In
the 53d page, he adds, by way of finale, that, " in all that Mr.
Paine has faid on the fubject, he difcerns little more than a collec-
tion of ignorance, mifconception, effrontery, and infipidity."

We hope, from this fpecimen of Mr. Wakefield's Examination of
the Age of Reafon, our readers will be able to form an accurate opi-
nion of the merit of the work, and how undeferving fuch palpable
contradictionsare of their attention.

We cannot, however, difmifs this article without making a
further obfervation on the impiety, in addition to thofe on the in-
confiftency, of the writer. Mr. Paine, in his Age of Reafon, had
dared to give fcope to the fallies of a profligate and unprincipled
mind, and in a vein of ridicule held up the miraculous circum-
ftance of Jonah in the belly of the whale, as the fubject of derifion.
Mr. Wakefield joins iffue with Mr. Paine upon that event, and tells
his readers, ** that it is a flory which his ftomach feels an equal
difpofition to ingurgitate." But that he might not be wanting in
his merriment on the facrednefs of Scripture, he fubjoins to Mr.
Paine's account, a ludicrous tale of a little bla-ck ftup-boy, which,
with an effrontery unparalleled, he fays, " many will think not in-
ferior to that of Jonah, in fymptoms of credibility." And this,
readers, comes from a man who fets out to examine Mr. Paine's
Age of Reafon with the pretention of ferving the caufe of revealed
truth !

The Age of Infidelity. In Anfwer to Thomas Paine's Age of Reafon.
By a Layman. Price is. 6d. Button, London.

In defending the outworks of Revelation, the Layman takes his
ground, where he may obtain a double afpect of the enemy ; he op-
pofes the evidences of ,Chriftianity to the virulent attacks of Mr.
Paine, aud fhows the inefficacy of his arguments, and the impiety
of his wit. For thofe of our readers, who have neither leifure nor
opportunity for confulting the more elaborate writings of former
polemics, which have fully refuted every attempt of infidelity to
throw down the faith, .this defence may be ufed with much ad-
vantage. /

In his reply to Mr. P. we difcern a confiderabledegree of acu-
men, conducted at the fame time with great temper and Chriftian
fpirit. As a fpecimen of the Layman's ftyle and manner of rea-
soning, we fhall prefent our readers with his concluding paragraph,
in which he fums up the argument:

" I fhall take leave of the reader with obferving from the clofe
of the pamphlet before us, the fum total of all the difcoveries of

' modern philofophy in religion,—namely, that by reducing all reli-
gion to one fimple' article, the belief of a God, it cuts off every -

Vol.III. Ff ha-
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improvement in divine knowledge from the days of Adam--throw|
us back into the darken, ages of Heathenifm-—levels us in this refpect
with the moft illiterate barbarians ; and all the comfort it leaves a
good man as to futurity is, that * thePower that gave usexiitence is
able to continue it.' To fuch writers I would take up Job's parable
and fay, .. Miferable comforters are ye all, and phyfuians of n<i
.value.''
The Padobapt'ifl Mode of adminiflering the Baptifmal Ordinance de-

fended • Wherein ths Author profeffes to confder, whether Dipping
and Sprinkling are not the two conflituent Atls of Baptizing ou the Pari
of the Admin'firator. By William Miller. Price 2s. 6d. Octavo.
140 Pages. Prieitley, Matthews, and Chapman.

Our readers will recollect that in our Magazine for laft July wc
made fome remarks on Mr. Miller's Treatife, entitled, Catholic Bap-
tifm. ' '

Many of his thoughts appeared to us quite original, and his ar-
guments deferving conliderable notice. Haying left his fyftem in-
complete, by .confining himfelf to the fubjecls of Baptifm only, that
performance is very properly fucceeded by the prefent, in which the
mode of adminiflering the baptifmal ordinance is largely ftated and
defended. The whole of the Baptift controverfy hitherto, may be
very properly confidered as comprized in the writings of Dr. Wil-
liams and Mr. Booth. And as Mr. Miller's hypothefis in fome
refpects differs from the fen time nts efpoufed by each, his objection*}
are chiefly levelled at the affertions of thefe celebrated authors.

His firft inquiry is, •• what conftitutes Chriftian Baptifm .*"'
Whether or not it confifts of one or more actions, preciiel*/ afcer-
tained and determined in the New Teftament, without leaving any
thing to the will and difcretion .of the adminiftrator. Dr. Wil-
liams, it feems, afferts, " that the proper facramcntal import of the
word Baptifm, is exhaufted by defining it, a ceremonial and religious
ufe of water ;" leaving it to the choice of the adminiftrator to
fprinkle, wafh, or immerfe the fubject; each mode being, in his
opinion, equally valid, though not equally convenient, and there-
fore may be varied according to circumftances. Mr. Booth, on the
other hand, ftrenuoufiy maintains, -•• that the manner ofufing water,
when Baptifm is adminiftered, is not a mere circumftance, but Bap-
iifm itfelf." To this Mr. Miller,affents, as being more conformable
.to the invariable precifion of pofitive law, and facred inftitutions
recorded in the Old Teftament. But when Mr. Booth attempts to
limit the meaning of the term to dipping, Mr. Miller contends that
in this he is egregioufly miftaken. According to his own definition,
the admin illration of Baptifm isa complex act, which includes dip-
ping andfprinkling, both performed by " the adminiftrator, who,
.purfuant to a divine order, dips his hand, or fomething equivalent,
^nto the water, and therewith fprinkles the fubject of the ordi-
nance."
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