LAW REPCRT.

COURT OF KING'S BENCH, WESTMINSTER, Jonk 24.-

SITTINGS SLYORE LORD XENYON AND ASPICIAL IE.E'i:

- r . . ,‘ i
THE XING U WILLIAMS FOR PUBLLSHING r.;.:r.z.s'

AGE OF REASON, -

‘M. Exsxine’s fpeech on the part of the Pro-
feCUTION v | . .

11 Septlemen of the Jury, o

¢ The charge of blafphemy, whici s put upon

the record againft the Printer of thi;s pu‘{?lmanon.js

aot an accufation of the fervants of the Crown, but

comes before you fanctioned by the Qaths of 2

Grand Jury of the Country. It ftood _F:‘F tric]

i:pcm a former day; but it happening, as it fre-

quently dogs, without any lmputation upon the
Gentlemen named in the pannel, thata fuffictent

number did not appear to confiitute o full Special
Jury, 1 thought it my duty to withdraw the caufe
from trial, «itl I could have the opportunity which
1s now open fo me of addrefling myfelf to you,
who were originally. appeinted to try it. I pur-
fucd this courfe, huwever, from no jzaloufy of ﬂze
Common Juries appointed by-the laws for the ordi-
nary forvice of the Court, lince my whole life has
buen one continued experience of their virtues;
but .becaufe I thought it of great importance, that
thofe who were to decide upon a caufe fo very

-

thould not only be men capable from their educa-
vions of forming an enlightened Judgmenr,h I_:Jur
that their fituations fhould be fuch as to bring
them within the full view of their enhgh:.qmd
Cauatrv, to which in chara@ler and' in eltimation,
they were in theiv own turns to be refponfible.

¢ Not having the honour, Gewtlemen, to bl?quﬁl
for the King as one of his Counfel, 1t has fallen much
oftener to my lot to defend indiftments for libels,
than 10 2ffift in the profecution of them.  But 1
feel no embarraffment from that recolleflion ; fince
1 fhail not ke found to day to exprefs a fentl-
ynent, or to utter an expretfion inconfiltent with -
thofe Invaluable principles for wihich I have uni-
tormly contendedin, the defenceof others: NoThing
that | have ever faid, either profefionally or per-
fonally for the Liberty of the Prels, do Imean to
diy, tv contradi® or counteradt. *Dn the contrary,
I defire to preface the very fhort-difcourfe I have to
make to you with réminding you, that it.is your
moft foieinn duty to take care that it fuffers no in-
jury inyour hands. A free and uinlmenfedmrefs
(in the pult anlf fegal forifeof bhe expreffion) has led to
ail the bleflings buth of Religion and Goyernment, .
which- Great Bidtain orany part of the world at this.
whemerit enjovs, and s calculated fhill farther to
advance mankind to' higher degrees of civilization
and happinels. But. this frecdom, like every other,-
wuft Be hmired.to beenjoyed, andlike cvery human
advantdge, may be defeated by 'its abufe. * 1

¢« Gentlemen! the Defendant ftands indifted for
having pubiifhed this book, which 1 hdve ouly read
‘from the obligations-of profeflional duty, and which
Irofe fromn the reading of with aftonifkment and.|
difguit.  Standing here with all the privileges be-
longing to the highelt Counfel for the Crown, I
fhall be entitled to reply to any defence that fhall
be ade for” the publication. 1 fhall wair. with |
patience il T hear-13.  lodeed, if T were to anti- .

cipate the tefenee which I hear and read of, it |
would be defaming by anticipation the t&nﬂdi

Ccunfel whois to make ir. For if I am to colledt
it, even from a - formal notice given to the profe-
cutvrs I the covrfe of the proceedings, I have to
expedt, that inftead of 2 defence condu@ed accord-
g to the rules and principles of Englith law and
juftice, the foundation of ull our laws, and the
fanttions of all our jullice, are to be {trick at and
nfulted. What s the force of that jurifdi®ion.which
enables the Court to fit ih judgment? What but
the Dath which his Lotdfhip,.as well as yourfelves,
have fwortt tipon the Gofpel to fulfil. Vet in the
King’s Court, where his Majefty is himfelf alfo
fworn to adwinifler the juftice of England—in the
King’s Court—who receives his nigh authority
under-a folemn Qath to maintain the Chriftian
Religion, as it is promulgated by God in the Holy .
Scriptures, 1 am neverthelefs catled upon 25 Céun-
fel for the profecution to produce a' certain buck
defcribed in the indi®tment to be the Holy Bible.
No man deferves to be upoh the Rolls of the Ceurt,
who dares, as an Attorney, to put his nams to
‘uch o notice. It 15 an infult to the authority and
aignity of the Court of which he is an oflicers fince ]
3¢ {oems to eall in quettion (the very foundations of
i Jurifdiion. It thisis to be thie 11{11‘.“311!:1 temper
ot fhe defénce s if, as T colled froff thar array  of
Socks which are [pread uposn the benches behind
me, this publication is to- be vindicated by an
attack of all the truths which the Chriffian Roii.
gwon ‘promulgates to mankiad, let it be remem-
Sered that fuch wn argument was neither fuggelted
nov Jeitified by any thing faid by me on the part
ot the profecution. I :r‘if;‘/fage'qf rhe procezdings,
I fhall call for reverence fo the ficred Scriptures,
noe- from their merits, unbounded as they are, but
Irom their anthority.in a Cheilttan Countrye—not-
from the obligations of confticuce, but from the
toies of law. - For my cwn part, Gentlemen, 1 have -
bevn ever déeply devoted to the fruths of Chriftia.
mity, and'my firm belief in the Holy Gofvel is by
no means owing Y the prejudices of education,
(theugh I was relinioutly educated by the beft of
pareats) but arifes from the fulle® and mof cons
noned refleCtions of my riper years and uader-

. +K 5 -~ . . . i .
Ranging, It forms atthis moment the areat con-
ihadow, muft pafs

Polatibn_of a tife, which, zs 2
away ; and without it, indeed, I fhould confider
my leag eourfe of health and profperity (perhaps

e long and too uninterrupted to be goed for any

S saly as the duft which the wind fcatters,
man} « ag 3" fhare than as-a blefn Mu h}
ﬂﬁd ratht"[_‘ o . & lg- A N C y

|

nowevér, as 1 i 1o fupport tlie autherity of
Scripnuee from X :“fgzi:lo_;ﬁﬂd ::'{Jnﬁtif:ratmq of 1t,"1 fhall
repress that . fubjelt for toe prefent. But if the
defence fhall be as 1 have. fnfpedted, to bring them
at all into argument or quehion. 1 fuall then fulfi a
duty which I .owe not only 1o 'thé Cﬂut:r,_. as |
Coumfel for the Profecution, but to the Public, ta.

L

Aor il

e

flage what 1 fee] and know concerfing the évi. |

denees of that Religion which is reviled without be-.
g examined, and denied without béing underitood..
¢« T am well aware that by the communics-
dons of a treg prefs; alltheerrers of mankind, from
age 50286 have been diffipated and difpelied, and

from its fubjefts, and which impofes no -reftraine
.upon any intelleGual com
and decently

derftandings of men. Upon this principle, I bave

and ferufture oi'the Conititytion, and by ta'r, manl
‘trators.  Ihave arighr to conftde

raomentous to the Public, fhould have the higheft
voffible qualifications for the decifion.  That they |
-to reafon upon their exitience, buir

“on religious faichs, -

trial -at Guildhall,  .when .he looked.back with

fouutaingof cur. religions emancipation, and of the

the fyltem which’ confiitutes. a State. Is act this
fyftem of freedom of controveriy, and freedom of

vernment of their Country, or the Relizion on
which it refts for its_ foundation ¢ I expe& o hear,
in anfwer to what I am now faying, much that will
ofend me.” My learned Fiiesid, trom the_difficul-

how to feel-for very fincevely, msy be-driven to ad-

fion that freedom.  But will oot the ends of juitice

-cauleneither private honour andjuftice, par public

ments, in the gradations of civil authoriry,'ought no?

. boracdown by wielence and difobédies¢e, if they did.

1 recollsft that the world, undef the banniers of re-

o B

forthed Chriftianity, hasfiruggled-through peffecu-
ton to the noble wvirinence on’ which it {tands at
this morhent, fhedding the bleflings of humianity
P and feietce upon.the nations of the carth, ¢ may
be afked, by what means the Reformation wourd
nave been eefled, if the books of the Refordiers
bad beer fupprefied; and the errors of condemned.
and exploded fuperfittions had been fupporied "as
undusitionable by the State, {uunded upor thofe very.

- dottrihes of the Eftabliffied Chintéh? Or how, upon’
tuch principles, any refStimation, civil or religions,
can.in future be effeled. The folution is ealy :—

et usexamine whatare the enuine prinéiples of
the Liberty of the prefs; as they regard WrItings
upon general {ubjeds, unconneted with.the pet-
fonal reputations of private men, which are wholly
foreign to the prefent inguiry 2 They are full of
fimplicity, and are brought as fear perfection,
by the Law of BEnglind; a§ perhaps, is confiffent
with any.of the frail inftitutions of wankind,

¢ Although every corfimunity muft eftablith fu-
premeauthorities, foutaded upen fixed principles, and

‘mudt gtve high powerts to Magilirates to adminifter
laws for the prefervation 'of the Government itfelf,
and for the fecurity of thofe who are to be
tected by-it: yet, -as infalibility. and  perfe@ion, be-
long nerther to- humap eftablithments nor to_ hy-
man individuals, it sught to be the palicy of all
free eftablithments, as™ it is moft pectiiiarly the
prirciple of our own Conftitution,  to permit the
moit unbounded freedom of difcuflion; even by
detecting errors in the Conftitufion or Admi-

aiftration of the very Goverament iilelf, fo as tHap

Il

} - s -
deccrum.is oblerved, which. every {tate mult exa

polition, fairly, honeitly,
addrefled ro the confiiences and wit-

o wngueitionable right, (a right which rhe belt
{ubjeits have exércifed) to examine the principies

reafoning, to queftion the.pra@ice of irs adminif.

rand to poiut out

errors m the oneor in the other; and not mercly

\ to, confider the
means. of théit reformation. By fuch free, well-
mtentidéned, modelt, and dignified commaunication
of fentinzents and opinions,.all nations have been
gradually improved, and milder !aws and purer re-
harpefl controverfies

‘This rational and legal courfe

ligions bave heén eftablithed. The fame principles, g

which vindicate civil contentions honeftly direéted,
extend their prote&ion'to the

of Improvement, was recognized and ratified by
Lord Keriyon, .as the Law of England, in a late

gratitude'to the labours of the Reformeps, as the

civil bleflings that followed. in “their train. .- The
Englith Conftitudion, indeed, dees not {top thort in
the toleration of religious opinions, but liberally ex-
tends it to prafice. [t permits every man, EVEXN
PUBLICLY, to worfiip God.according to his own
confcience, rhough. tn macked diffent from: the
national eftablithment, {0 as he-profeffes ‘the gene-
ral faith, which is the fan&ion of all "our .moral
duties, apd the only pledge of our fubmiffion to

-
r

worthnp, {ufficient for all the purpoefes of humasn
happinels andimprovement £ And ‘can it be fecef:
fary for either; that the Law. thould held out indem-
nity to thofe who wholly abjure and revile the Go-

ties..of his fituation; which I know, from experience,

vance propofirtons which it may be my duty, with
much freedomn, to reply 10 ;- and the Law-will fance-

be completely anfwered by that right, to pownt out
the errors of his difcourfe:in terms that are decent,
and calcnlated to expole its defe@s ; or will any ar-
gumerit luffer, or will public juftice be impeded, be-

decorum, would endure 'my telling my very learned
Friend, that he was 2 fool; a liar, and feoundrels in
the face of the.Court, hecuufe [ .ditfered from him
Iy argument or optuion ¥ This is Jult the diftia&ion
between a book of free legal controverfy and the book
waich I am artdigning before you. Every man-hasa
legal tight to inveftigute, with modefty and decency,
controverfial points of the Chrittian .religion; but
no man, conilftently with a liw, which only exifts
under its fanctions, has'a right riot only broadly to
deny its very exiftence) but to pour forth a fiocking
and infulting inveQive, which the loweft eftablith-

to be permitted tofuffer, and which foon would be

“« The fume principle pervades -the whole fyf-
tém of the law, not merely in its abftrial theory,
but in its daily and ol applanded -pradice.—
‘The intercourfe betweeti 'the {excs, and which, pro-
perly regulated, not only coutinues, but humanizes
and adoris our nathres, s the foundation of all the
thoufund romances, plays, -and novels, which are -
in the hands ot every body. - Some of them lead to
the confirmation of every virteaus principle ; others,
though with the fame profelion, addrels - the -
Imagination In a mzaper o Jead the- paflions
into dangerons’ excetles.  But “though' the Law
does not smicely difcriminate the various {hades
wich diftinguifh thefe works from one-anuther,
fo_as that it fuffers many to pafs, through its
liberal {pirit, that .apon principle might. be. fups
prefled, would it or does it tolerate, or "does any

| decent mhan contend that it ¢ught to. pafs by uu.

puniined, libels of the moft. thamelels obfeenity,
mauifeftly pointed. to” debauch innocence, and to
blait- and poifon the-morals- of . the. rifing: genera-
tion'? This 15 only anorheriltultration: ro-demon-
ftrate the obvious diftin@tion between the work of an -
author, who fairly exercHes the powers of his mind,
in inveftigating do&rinal points in the religion of acy
country,and him whe attackstthe ratjonal exiftence
of every.religion, nud brands with abfurdity, and.
iclly the “ftate which fanQions; and the obedient .
todls who chiérith the delufion. “Bst ‘thig publica-
tion. appears to me ta. be Ag milchiévous and crutl
1n its probable-effedis, - as iris manifelily illegal in
s pringiples 3 becanfe-it” tirikes at the Huft, Jomes<

e,
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{uperfiitions formerly, as'itis at prefent upon :h:f

of my equals, as I am - now. addrefing you, withy
reverence and fubmiffion ? Toder what fan&ion are

there can be no triai 7 Under what - obligations can

oaths’ you -have taken. The-whole judicial fabiic,
Iromn ‘the King's fovereipn authority to the loweft
office. of ‘magtiitracy, has no other foundation. * The.
wiole 1s Dailt, ‘both in form and f{ubftance, upon
the fame qath.of-every one-of irs -miniftérs to do
jultice as Oop sHALL HELP THEM HEREAFTER.'
What God ?- ‘And what hereafter ? ‘That. God, un..
doubtedly, who has commanded Kings t¢ rale, and
Judges to decree with juftice; who has faid to wit< -
itefles; not by the voice of nature, but-ih revealed-
COMMUNAMENRLS=~THOTL" SHAKT MOT BEAR FALSE.
TEST:bzuﬂy'aCalb{ﬂT THY NEICHROUR S and who
has-éntorced -obedience to them by the fevelation
of the unntterable bieflings-which. fhall-attend their
oblervances, and. the awtul purillimments whizh thadd
awatt upon their tranfgref@ons; Butit{dems, this.
1s:an age”of reafon, and the time and the perfon,
ard dt Talt arrived; that are to diffipate ‘the errors

P
y
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rance. The bglievers in Chriftianily are many, but-

credulity. Belief is an al of reafon, and {uperior

ufurp.its naimne, but philofophy refting upon the

-ed"into the~ Organic . Stru@ure of all Matter, even
-to.the brute inpnimate Tubfances, which the foot
‘treads on.. . Such a. man-may -be fuppofed to have ,

-due attention 1o the foundations of human judgs-

1 a.Chrifdan, . Mr: Locke, whole office was o detect

-reafoningy the devious mind of man, by fhewing

ﬁ:nES‘, ates { ¢the ﬂni}- refuge and éonfoldticn amid® rhiraﬁﬁri But itis fuid by the Autker, thot the
tov i2ftrefivs and afliStions of the world, The poor { Chiiftian Fable is but the fale of the more ancient

and humble, whom itafcds o pity, inay Be tkabbed
ro the heurt by ir. . They heve more odfafion for
frm liopes bevond the grave, than thofe ivho hive
greater comtorts to render life delightful I tan
conceive a diftrefled bur virtnous. mun, furrotinded
by children; looking up to him for -bread when he
has rone to give them, finking uedeér the aft day’s
izbour, aml uyequal to the siext, yet ftill locking up
with confidence to the hour when ail teurs fhail
De wiped frem the eyes of afliction, bearing ‘the
burden Jaid upon hith'by a myfterious Providence
which e adores, and leoking forward with ex-
altation 1o the revealed promifes of his Creator,
‘when he fhall be greater than the greatelt, ' apd
fappier than the. happieft of mankind.  What a

feded Oy dpropes anderdmidmyz
f the Hasthens:

the fupgdcitions of the worid ? o, they wora

o

catt, 2 fort
s i Jy L . : :
~° He patfed the bounds 6f flamibefoace,
Where Angels tremble while they gasey
" He faw, will blafted with eitcefs of Kghty
He clofed his €yes in endlzf§ nights

1nd.
change in {uch a mind might-not be wrought by
fuch a mercilefs publication ? Gentlemen ! whethes
thefe renarks.are the evercharged detlamatioas of
an accufing Connfely or the jult refleQions of a
man 2oxious for the-public freedom, which is beft
fecured by the morals of 2 nation, will Be beft fertled
by an appesl to' the paffages in the work, that are.
fele(ted Ly the i:di@tment for your confidemtion
dnd judgmient.  You afe at Liberty to conne®t them
with every context and fequel, and to beftow upon
them the mildeft interpietation. { Here Mr. Evfiine

:

réead and commented upon fovéral of Iﬁfﬁffr-‘!ﬁ"i?w&g efy

and thex preceeded as follozos :1—=Gentleren, it wou]

be Vlelefs and difgufting to enumerate the other i mare Nope, ‘ex;eftative,. and glory of the world.
paflages within ‘the.fcope of the indiGment. How 1° A Vir- 918 his Sotner sut his Sire

1ny man can fationdlly vindicate tie pubiication of ’ ik : ;

L

Qe i pubinca The power of the Mot “ichs he fhall afcend .
fucha book, in a country’whers the Chriftian Re- | The I‘?ﬂréne h"rc:d,irﬁry *d;d =Itﬂ:.mrlti his reign
. - 3 !

ligion is ' S the 1 ihe 1 3
gion 1s the very foundaiién of the lawv of ihe land, With Earth's wide bodridsy his 2lery with the

I am totally at a lofs to conceive, and hdve no idens:
for the difcuflion of? How is a tribunal; whofe
whoie Jurifdition is founded upon the folemn be-
et and prattice of what “E_s dented a$ falfehood,
and re{)mbuted as implety fo dedl .with. fuéh an
tnomolous detence ? Upon what principle 15 it even
offered to the Court; whofe authority is contemned
aud ‘mocked -at 2° If. the religion” propofed to be
called in quettion, is not previoufly adonted in be.
Lef and folemnly atted upén, what authority has the
Court to pafs any judgment at all-of acquittal or
condemnation ? - Why am' I now, or tpon any ocher
occafton, to fubmit to your Lord(hip®s authority
Why am-I now, or at dany time to addrefs twelve-

mouth of the
tion; follaws

through all genefarions. & |
' - 'This havinglearn'd, tiidu hafk sitale'd the furi
. Ofwifdom; hope no-highier, tho® ail the ftars . "

Thot knew'ft by narhe, and'all'th® etheéreal pow're |

All fecrets of thedeep; 31l Nature’s works, .

Or worksbf God in Hzav'n, air, earth, orfeay ...
. And'all the riches of this world enjoy'@, .
. Aﬁ&_alith-:ﬁrule,.onELtmpire; @ﬁjy adcj .
- Deeds 6 thy.,l-tﬂ_g-;.-ltclg: anﬁf.i-:ra'if:, add fiith,
-7 Addwirtus, paiifner teiniprrancey add fove, o
By name 1o comg ¢all’d Charity) the Soul
Of. aik thereft & then wilt thou ot be Jothi ,
T'0 1eave this Paradife, burfhalt poffefs. » 3 ©
- A Paradife'within. thaej hapsier far. "

- o

the withefles to give their evidence;, without whicl,

Ay

E callzpon you, the Juty réprefenting your Country;
to adminifter juftice ? Surely uppn no other than,
that-you are fworn to adminifier it under the

F

did; “or illufirious,
'minds gifted beyond ordiuary matare if g
by its- vaiverial author for
“dignity of the world,
ages, aud "by the cladhi
theém from one another,*yet joining -asif
onéfublitmé chotus, to cetehriate the triiths
tanity, and ‘laying upon its holy als
fading offeringsof thelr immortal wildom.

though’ divided by diftany

» .
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fuddeniy; from ~the authot” of -this bnok ' th
Bible teaches nothing but « hies, obfcenity; ¢ru
and 1njultlce.”  Had he evér fead .our Suvio
Sermson on the Mount d—Againft all this:concuie
teftimeony, we find fuddenly, ‘frtom this
tion, that the Bible teaches nothing
obfeenity, cruelty; and injuttice.. H
or

1

P.lrb i1t

which have overfpread the paft generations' of “igno-

publifher ever tead the Sermion ‘of Chrif.upin the
it belongs to the .few that are ‘wife. to cofredt their

reafon may, therefore, diftateto thé weak. In run-
ning the mind along thelonglift of fincereand devout
Chritians, . I-cagnot help- lamemting, that New-
ton. had- ot lived %o this day, to have had .his
fhalownefs filled.upwith this. new flood of* light,—
Bur the fubje is. too awful for itony.. I will fheak
plainly and digeétly. Newtonwas & Chriftian ] New-
ton, whofe mind burlt forth from the fetters gait
by nature upon our finite conéeptionsm~Newton,
whoft I¢ience was truth, and the foundation of whote
xnowledge of it was philofopby. Not thofe vi-
fionary-and arrpgant prefumptions;, which foo often

tice, and “all human wickednefs would be banithed
fram thé world 1?* -

‘has written largely o public liberty and govern-
ment ; ahd this laft-performance has, on that e~
eount, been more widely circulated, and principzily

bahis of mathematics, which, like figures, cannat
lie. - Newton, who cartied the.litle and rule 1o the
uttermoft burriers of -creation, and™explered the
pringiples by which, no doubt, all created matter is
held together. and exifts., Bat this-extraordinary
man, in the-mighty reach of his mind, overicoked,
perhaps, the errors, which a minuter inveltigation
of the created things .on this earth might have
tauglit him, of ‘the effence of his Creator. What
fhail then befaid of the preat Mr. Boyle, who look-

tain, 1§ the great anchor which alone can hoid - e
veffel of the itate amidit the ftorms which agitace

the mafs of the people were to be debauched from
the principles-of religion, which forms the true bafis
of that hamanity, charity, and beoevolence. that
‘has been fodong the national chara@ereitic, inftead

political réformations, I would rather retire to the

and abufes complained of in our own wife eft:iblifh-

.. .9 3 ment, but even the worft Governmerit that evei- ex~
begrrequally qualified with Mr. Paine to lcok "up

thraugh Natape to Nature’s God. Yet the- refult
of all-his contemplation was the moft coiifirmed and
devout.belief in all which-the other holds in con-
tempt, as.deipicabie and drivelling fuperitition.—
But this erfor might, perhaps, arife trom a want of

“charities of Chritianity, who had no fenfe of God's
exiitence, but from Mr. Paine’s Obf:rvation “of
INature, which the mafs of - mankind have no-ei-

meat, and the ffru@ureof that underffanding which
God has given us for the inveltigation of .truth.—
Let;that queltion- be anfivered. by Mr. Locke; who-
was, to the-hizhelt pitch of devorion and adoration,

the wicked from deftroying it even in its birth.
But 1 know the people of Lngland bettef. Thev

the errors-of thinking, by poing up 1o the fountains

of thought, .and to- direét into. the proper track of | moft exreénded difcuflions . upon ' doétrinal points

the Chriftian Religion, -and theugh the laww of Ezno-
him 1ts whole procefs, from the. irft perceptions of
fenfe to-thelaft conclufions of ratipcination, pughg ..
arein befidesupon falfe opinion, by pradical rules
for the condu& of human judgmen:. But thefe
men were only deep thinkers, and lived io -their
clefets, unaccuftomed to. the: traffc of the world,
and to the laws which praéically regulate mankind.

‘Gentlemen ! in the place wherewe now fit to.ad-
minifter the juftice-of this great country, 2bove 2
century aga, the never to .beforgotten Sir Matthew

arguments of Deifts againi} the exiftence of Chritti-

book, however erroneous, addreffed to the ‘intel-
leftual:world upon fo profound and com plicated. a

“But 1t was the light of the Boovy only thdt-wvas
exungyithed; +¢ The celeftial Eght thone inward,
and enabled him to juitify the ways of God to.
man.”” “The refulrof Lis thinking was neverche efs
not the fame as the’Adthor’s.. The myierious ine
carnation of our B effed Saviour -{which this WOrR-
Biafphemes 1n words To whaily dafit forthe inouth
of*-a Chritidn, or for the é4v of 2 Court of jultice,
that' I dare noty.and wiil not, give them utezra. e,
Milton miade the grand concufion of the Paradife,
Laig, the réit fromhis fuilhed labours and the ulia

Heaw'nsy -
** The itimortal’ Poet Having thus put into thes
Angel, thepropliecy of man’s redemp--
it with that ‘{olemin and beawrifit} ad<”
wmonition, dddreffed in the Poem o our great Ficdk
Parent; but inteaded as an addrefs to his. poitetity

£« Thusyou 6ad all thatis gredt, of wifs,%r foleqi -
anlongt-credted beidgs ; at)-the °

1 - a'lw 3

oot Indpired
the advincemencapd:

‘were g
of Chrafx" -
ars the nevers

o .
¢ Againft all this concu ring teftidmony,” we  find |
at the
elfys .
Gr's”

rg

ag bur-lie,
1d the authop -

“ Gentlemen,. there 1s but cne cohﬁderatibh more,
which I cannot poflibly omit, becaufe I confefs it
affé@ts me very deeply:  The author of this ‘book

among thofe whoé attached themfelves from ‘prip- |
- Ciple to his formter works.  This circumitance ren-

ders a public attack: spor all revealed refigion from -
fuch a writer infinitelymore dang:rous. “Lae relj---
glous and moral fenfe of the peoyle of Goeat-B- = -

the world, and if I could believe for a momenr, thar

“anity itfelf, becaufe, as was faid by its Divine Au--
thor, if it is of God, it.will' fland. An intellednsl -

fuperftitions of the world; and mdy be eafily dea
of the Mythol yaies
- _ﬁ]d Witlton lii}d:r'fi‘:(}_rhﬂﬁ
niytiraiogics # Was'fe jefs verfed thaa Mr. Palae in
™

{ubjel of his immortal fonm; and though thur out
frony all recurrepes-to them, e pourdd tien tortl
from the ftores of 2 mtemory rich with ail thit man
ever knew, and l3id them in their opdes a3 the il
Whtyatiofi of that feul zud exalted fuithy the unw
queftionable fource -of that fetvid genias, which
of hade upor ali the oiher works of

i _
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ag- oninions; ‘diliii g’dilﬁiﬁg'ﬁf

r

-

Mount, in which the great principles of ‘odr fiith °
and duty are femmed. up 2<~Liet us all but read and -
praftife 1t, and lies; obicenity, craelty, and ihjuf-

of mixing myfelf, as I fometimes have done, ir

uttermolt corners of the earth to avoid their 1gita-
ton; and would bear, not only the imperfedions

itted in the world, rather than go tothe work of -
reformartion=with a multitude fer free from all the

-

fure to contemplate ; .nor any belief of future re- °
wards and paniffyments, to animate the good in the
glontous purifuit-of human happinefs, nor to-deter -

- are-a religious penple, and: with the bleffing of God, °
as'far as 1t i3 in my ‘power, I will lend my aid to -
keep them fo. 1 have no'objettions to the freeffapd -

4+

land does not permit it, I do not dread fhe reafoned

(ubjedt, can never work the milchief which this in- .
- diétment is caleulaied to reprefs. Such works will.
only employ the minds of me=n en'ighrened by ftudy, -

, . to adeeper inveftigation of a.lubjeit wel] worthy of
Hale pretided ; whofz. faith-.an Chriftiabity. is-an | tlieir deepeft- and -continued contemplation. The

_exalted comsmentary upop its trath and reafon, and | powers. ‘of therhind are given for human jma-

whole life was aglorious examyl;. of irs fruits' i { provement iR <the progrefs. of human exi
man, adhiniftering human- juitice with a wifdom
and . purity drawn from the pure fousitain of the.

Chriftian difpenfation;which Fizbeeh, andwill be,in

“ay

lights and inteifigences are.
greflions, and make- their way im

SR

: ttence,
. I'he changea'“pmﬂuétd b fuch -Teciprocztions of
_‘Ef’t&in 'in-their pProm |
. 1ot 11y Alnationc S 10NS, aAng oI _ percéptibly, . as.
g8, .Jub)e& of the higacit reversnce and-ad-. convigtion Comes upon’ tiie woild, by-the final-and
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