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An ORDINANCE for the GovERNMENT of the TERRI-
TORY of the UNITED STATES north-wef? of the River

Onlo.

E it ordained by the United Statcs in Congrefs affimbled,

That the faid territory, for the purpores ol tempo-

rary government, be one diltrict ; fubje¢t, however, 10 be

divided into two diftri¢ts, as future circumf{tances may, in
the opinion of Congrefs, make it expedient.

Be it ordained by the authority aforefaid, That the eltatcs
both of refident and non-refident proprietors in the faid
territory, dying intefltate, fhall delcend to, and be dif-
tributed among their children, and the defcendants of a
deceafed child in equal parts; the defcendants of a de-
ceafed child or grand-child, to take the fhare of their de-
ceafed parent in equal parts among them: And where there
fhall be no children or defcendants, then in equal parts to
the next of kin, in equal degree ; and among collaterals,
the children of a deceafed brother or fifter of the inteftate,
fhall have in equal parts among them their deceafed pa-
rents fhare ; and there thall in no cafe be a diftin&ion be-
tween kindred of the whole and halt blood ; faving in
all cafes to the widow of the inteftate, her third part of
the real eftate for life, and one third part of the perfonal
eftate ; and this law relative to defcents and dower, fhall
remain in full force until altered by the legiflature of the
diftrit.—And until the governor and judges fhall adopt
laws as herein after mentioned, eftates in the faid territory
may be devifed or bequeathed by wills in writing, fign.d
and fealed by him or her, in whom the eftate may be
(being of full age) and attefted by three witnefles ;—and
real eﬁates may be conveyed by leafe and releafe, or bar-
gain and fale, figned, fealed, and delivered by the perfon
being of full age, in whom the eftate may be, and attelted
by two witnefles, provided fuch wills be duly proved,
and fuch conveyances be acknowledgéd, or the execution
thereof duly proved, and be recorded within one year af-
ter proper magiftrates, courts, and regifters fkall be ap-
pointed for that purpofe ; and perfonal property may be
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transferred by delivery ; faving, however to the French
and Canadian inhabitants, and other fettlers of the Kaf-
kafkies, Saint Vincent’s, and the neighbouring villages,
who have feretofore profefled themfelves citizens of Vir-
ginia, their laws and cuftoms now in force among them,
rclative to the defcent and conveyance of property.

Be it ordained by the authority aforefaid, That there
fhall be appointed trom time to time, by Congrefs, a go-
. vernor, whofe commiffion fhall continue in force for the

term of three years, unlefs fooner revoked by Congrefs :
.he fhall refide in the diftri&, and have a freehold eftate
therein, in one thoufand acres of land, while in the ex-
ercife of his office. |

There fhall be appointed from time to time, by Con-
grels a fecretary, whofe comnmiffion fhallcontinue in force
for four years, unlefs fooner revoked ; he fhall refide in
the diftri&, and have a freehold eftate therein, in five
hundred acres of land, while in the exercife of his office*
it fhall be his duty to keep and preferve the ats and laws
paffed by the legiflature, and the public records of the
diftri&, and the proceedings of the governor in his execu-
tive department; and tranfmit authentic copies of fuch aéts
and proceedings,every fix months, to the fecretary of
Congrels : There fhall alfo be appointed a court to con-
filt of three judges, any two of whom to form acourt, who
fhall have a common law jurifdi&tion, and refide in the
diftrict, and have each therein a freehold eftate in five hun-
dred acres of land, while in the exercife of their offices;
and their commiflions fthall continue in force during good
behaviour.

The governer and judges, or a majority of them, fhall
adopt and publifh in the diftrit, fuch laws of the ori-
ginal ftates, criminal and civil, as may be neceflary, and
beft fuited to the circumitances of the diftri&, and re-
port them to Congrefs, {from time to time ; which laws
{hall be in force in the diftri¢t until the organization of
the general affembly therein, unlefs difapproved of by
Congrels ; but afterwards the legiflature fhall have autho-

rity to alter them as they fhall think fit.



A PPENDTIX 103

The governor for the time being, fhall be commander
in chief of the militia, appoint and commiffion all officers
in the fame, below the rank of general officers ; all gener-
al officers fhall be appointed and commiffioned by Con-
grefs.

Previous to the organization of the general affembly,
the governor fhall appoint fuch magiftrates and other ci-
vil officers, in each county or townfhip, as he fhall find ne-
ceffary. for the prefervation of the peace and good order
in the fame : After the general aflembly fhall be orga-
nized, the powers and duties of magiftrates and other ci-
vil officers thall be regulated and defined by the faid af-
fembly ; but all magﬂhates and other civil .officers, not
herein otherwife diretted, fhall during thg ngtpuance of
this temporary government, be appginted’ fi;iy;vthe gov-
ernor. . ;o
For the prevention of crimes and m_;urzes, the laws to
be adopted or made fhall have force in alf parf§of the dif-
trit, and for the execution of pro¢efs, crimital-and civil,
the governor fhall make proper divifigns thereof—and he
fhall proceed from time to time, as" circumftances may
require, to lay out the parts of the diftri€t in which the
Indian titles fthall have been exungmfhed, into counties
and townthips, fubjec, however, to fuch alterations as
may thereafter be made by the legiﬂature.

So foon as there fhall be five thoufand frce male izha-
bitants, of full age, in the diftri¢t, upon giving proof therc-
of to the governor, they fhall receive authority, with time
and place, to elett reprefentatives from their countics or
townfhips, to reprefent them in the general aflembly; pro-
vided that for every five hundred free male inhabitants,
there fhall be one reprefentauvc, and fo on progrefliv elv
with the nuinber of free male inhabitants fhall the righe
of reprefentation increale, until the number of re ).Jgn
tatives thail amount to twenty-five; after which the num-
ber and proportion of reprefentatives fhall be regulated l)\
the leaiflature : provided that no perfon be dlligible «
qualified to act as a reprefentative, unlefs he thali Lave
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been a citizen of one of the United States three years,
and be a refident in the diftri&, or unlefs he fhall have re-
fided in the diftri¢t three years ; and in either cafe, fhall
likewife held in his own right, in fee fimple, two hun.-
dred acres of land within the fame : provided alfo, that a
freehold in fifty acres of landin the diftrict, having been
a citizen of one of the ftates, and being refident in the
diftri&, or the like freehold and two years refidence in the
diftri& fhall be neceffary to qualify a man as an elettor ot
a reprefentative, |

The reprefentatives thus ele@ed, fhall ferve for the
term of two years ; and in cale of the death of a reprefen.
tative, or removal from office, the governor fhall iffue a
writ to the county or townfhip, for which he was a mem-
ber, to ele& another in his ftead, to ferve for the refidue

of the term.

The general aflembly, or legiflature, thall confift of the
governor, legiflative council, and a houle of reprefenta-
tives. The legiflative council fhall confift of five members,
to continue in office five years, unlefs fooner removed by
Congrefs ; any three of whom to be a quorum : and the
members of the council fhall be nominated and appoint-
ed in the following manner, to wit : As foon as reprefen-
tatives fhall be eletted, the governor fhall appoint a time
and place for them to meet together, and, when met, they
fhall nominate ten perfcns, refidents in the diftrict, and
each poflefled of a freehold in five hundred acres of land,
and return their names to Congrefs ; five of whom Con-
grefs fhall appoint and commiffion to ferve as aforefaid ;
and whenever a vacancy fhall happen in the councii, by
death or removal from office, the houfe of reprefentatives
fhall nominate two perfons, qualified as aforelaid, for each
vacancy, and return their names to Congrefs ; one of
whom Congrefs fhall appoint and commiffion for the ref:-
due of theterm. And every five years, four months at
leaft before the expiration cf the time of fervice of the
menbers of council, the faid houfe fhail nominate ten per-
{ous, qualified as aforefaid, and return their names to
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Congrefs ; five of whom Congrefs thall appoint and com.
miflion to ferve as members of the council five years, un-
lefs fooner removed. And the governor, legiflative coun-
cil, and houfe of reprefentat’ :s, thall have authority to
make laws, in all cales, for the good government of the
diftri&t, not repugnant to the principles and articles in this
ordinance eftablifhed and declared. And all bills having
pafled by a majorityin the houfe, and by a majority in
the council, fhall be referred to the governor for his af-
{ent ; but no bill or legiflative a&t whatever, fhall be of any
force without his affent. The governor fhall have power
to convene, prorogue and diffolve the general affembly,
when in his opinion it fhall be expedient.

The governor, judges, legiflative council, fecretary and
fuch other officers as Congrefs fhall appoint in the diftriét,
fhall take an oath or affirmation of fidelity, and of office ;
the governor before the prefident of Congrefs, and all
other officers before the governor. As foonas a legifla-
ture fhall be formed in the diftri€&t, the council and houfe
affembled, in onc room, fhall have authority, by joint
ballot, to ele&t adelegate to Congrefs, who fhall have a
feat in Congrefs, with a right of debating, but not of vot-
ing during this temporary government. |

And for extending the fundamental principles of civil
and religious liberty, which form the bafis whereon thefe
republics, their laws and conftitutions are erefted ; to fix
and eftablith thofe principles as the bafis of all laws, con-
ftitutions, and governments, which forever hereafter fhall
be formed in the faid territory : to provide alfo for theef-
tablithment of ftates, and permanent government therein,
and for their admiffion to a fhare in the federal councils on
an equal footing with the original ftates, at as early pe-
riods as may be confiftent with the general intereft :

It is hereby ordained and declared, by the authority afore-
Jaid, That the following articles fhall be confidered as
articles of compact between the original ftates, and the
people and ftates in the faid territory, and forever remain
unalterable, unlefs by common confent, to wit :
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Article the firft. No perfon, demeaning himfelf in a
peaceabl¢ and orderly manner, fhall ever be molefted on
account of his mode of worlhip or religious fentiments,
in the faid territory.

Article thefecond. The inhabitants of the faid terri-
tory, fhall always be entitled to the benefits of the writ
of habeas corpus, and of the trial by jury; of a propor-
tionate reprefentation of the people in the legiflature, and
of judicial proceedings accotding to the courie of the com-
mon law. All perfons fhall be bailable, unlefs for capi-
tal offcnces, where the proof fhall be evident, or the pre-
fumption great. All fines fhall be moderate ; and no
cruel or unufual punithments fhall be infli¢ted. No man
fhall be deprived of his liberty or property, but by the
judgment of his peers, or the law of theland, and fhould
the public exigencies make it neceffary, for the common
prefervation, to take any perfon’s property, or to demand
his particular fervices, full compenfation {hall be made for
the fame.  And in the juft prefervation of rights and pro-
perty, it is underftood and declared, that no law ought
ever to be made, or have force in the faid territory, that
ihall in any manner whatever interfere with, or affe&t pri-
vate contralls or engagements, bona ﬁde, and without
fraud previoufly formed.

Article the third. Religion, morality and knowledge,
being neceflary to good government and the happinefs of
mankind, {chools and the means of education fhall fore-
ver be encouraged. "The utmoft good faith fhail always
be obferved towards the Indians; their lands and property
fhall never be taken from them without their confent ;
and in their property, rights and liberty, they never fhall
be invaded or difturbed, unlefs in juft and lawful wars
authoriled by Congrefs ; but laws founded in juftice and
humanity thall from time to time be made, for preventing
wrongs being done to them, and for preferving peace and
friendhip with them, .

Article the fourth. The faid territory, and the ftates
which may be formed therein, thall forever remain a part
of this confederacy of the United States of America, {ub-
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je&to the articles of confederation, and to fuch alterati-
ons therein, as fhall be contftitutionally made ; and to all
the acts and ordinances of the United States in Congrefs
afflembled, conformable thercto. The inhabitants and
fettlers in the faid territory, fhall be fubject to pay a part
of the federal debts, contratled or to be contracted, and a
proportional part of the expences of government, to be
apportioned on them by Congrefs, according to the fame
common rule and meafure, by which apportionments
thereof fhall be made on the other {tates ; and the taxes
for paying their proportion, fhall be laid and levied by the
authority and direction of the legiflatures of. the diftrict
or diftriéts or new ftates, as in thc original {tates, within
the time agreed upon by the United Staic in Congrefs
affembled. The legiflatures of thofe diftricts or new ftar _s,
fhall never interfere with the primary (ifpofal of the foil
by the United States in Congrels aflembled, nor with any
regulations Congrefs may find neceflary for fecuring the
title in fuch foil to the bona fide purchafers. No tax fhall
be impofed on lands the property of the United States ;
and in no cafe fhall non-refident proprietors be taxed
higher than refidents. The navigable waters leading in-
to the Miflifippi and St. Lawrence, and the carryiag
places between the fame, fhall be common highways, and
forever iree, as well to the inhabitants ofthe faid territory,
as to the citizens of the United States, and thofc of any
other ftates that may be admirted into the confederacy,
without any tax, impoft, or duty therefor.

Article the fifth. There fhall be formed in the faid
tcrritory, not lefs than three, nor more than five ftates ;
and the boundaries of the ftates, as foon as Virginia fhall
alter her a& of ceflion, and confent to the fame, fhall be-
come fixed and eftablifhed as follows, to wit : I'he weft-
ern {tatein the faid territory, fhall be bounded by the
Mifiifippi, the Ohio and Woabath rivers; a dire&t line
drawn from the Wabath and Poit Vincents due north to
the territorial line betwecn the United States and Canada ;
and by the faid territorial line to the lake of the Woods
and Miflifippi. The middle ftate thall be bounded by the

| o
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faid dire& line, the Wabafh from Polt Vincents to the
Ohio ; by the Ohio, by a direct line drawn due north
from the mouth of the Great Miami, to the faid territo-
rial line, and by the faid territorial line. The eaftern
ftate fhall be bounded by the laft mentioned diret line,
the Ohio, Pennfylvania, and the faid territorial line : Pro.
vided however, and it is further underftood and declared,
that the boundaries of thefe three ftates, fhall be fubjet fo
far to be altered, that if Congrefs fhall hereafter find it
expedient, they fhall have authority to form one or two
ftates in that part of the faid territory which lies north of
an eaft and weft line drawn through the foutherly bend or
extreme of lake Michigan. And whenever any of the faid
ftates, thall have fixty thoufand free inhabitants therein,
fuch ftate fhall be admitted, by its delegates, into the Con-
grefs of the United States, on an equal footing with the
original ftates, in all refpets whatever ; and fhall be at -
liberty to form a permanent conftitution and ftate gov.
ernment : Provided the conftitution and government fo to
be formed, fhall be republican, and in conformity to the
principles contained in thefe articles ; and fo far as it can
be confiftent with the general intereft of the confederacy,
{uch admiflion fhall be allowed at an earlier period, and
when there may be a lefs number of free inhabitants in the
ftate than fixty thoufand.

Article the fixth. There fhall be neither flavery nor
involuntary fervitude in the faid territory, otherwife than
in punifhment of crimes, whereof the party thall have been
duly convitted : Provided always, that any perfon efcap-
ing into the fame, from whom labour or fervice is law-
fully claimed in any one of the original ftates, fuch fugi-
tive may be lawfully reclaimed, and conveyed to the per-
fon claiming his or her labour or fervice as aforefaid,

DoNe by the United States, in Congrefs affembled the
thirteenth day of Fuly,in the year of our Lord ome thou-
Jand feven bundred and -eighty-feven, and of their
Jovereignty and independence the twelfth.

WILLM. GRAYSON, Cbhairman.

Cua. Thomson, Se’ry.



