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Publithed by E. Russkrr, at his Printing-Office, in Marlbo-
sough-Street ; where, (if fuitable Encouragement is offered)

this Paper may be had once a Week, Price Two Pence per
Number to bubferibers,

HAVE exhibited to you my countrymen, fome of the inde-

fealible doitrines of our popular leaders, together with the
nplurd, arditary, and tyrannical meafures they have taken in
fupport of what they call liberty, all which have hitherto been
attended with anfwverable effe&ts, fuch as are fubverfive of what
we call our civil rights. I fhould leave my plan unfinithed, if I
did not point out to you the nawral tendency which their pref-
fing the Clergy into thé fervice and engaging them in our po-
lical difputes hds towards the fubverfion of the ecclefiaftical
conftitution  of the ‘country. It were to be withed that there
were none of the Order, volunteers in the caufe ; but while fome
of them have engaged in it with a zeal which would have been
truly landable had 1t becn exerted in the caufe of their Mafter 3
others, there is reafon to fear, have temporifed, againfl their own.
judgments, in compliance with the prejudices of- their people :
Thus much is certain that one way or otiier they have too many
of them acquired the reputation of being partizans in the caufe.
It is a hard cale with thofe who are not at liberty to fpeak their
own minds:  pity them under their wretched ftate of dependence.
A worthy Diviae, in more ealy circumftances of life, has beer of
late publickly infulted in the news-papers and told that he would
fonn be left to preach to naked walls : His fault is, he did not
fee fit to difpute the orders of government agreeable to the impe-
nious ditates of its profefled oppofers. Thefe men while they
are aiming at independence themfelves, cannot bear to fee any
man independent of them.  They have much to anfwer to our
commen Mafler for ufing means to feduce his Minifters and
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Servants from their duty,and to inlift them into.a foreign fervice ;
and much alfo I fear to the-abufed - publick for the confequences
which may attend it. . \,; .

~ . . ’ *

TrE benevolent Founder of the Chriftian religion fent forth
his difciples when_heparted with them, to profelyte all nations to
the faith,with this {hort and comprehenfive commiffion, to baptize

“and teach the people to obfefve all things which ui” had com-
manded them. From this commifiion his Minifters .at this day
derive their authority : Theif own good fenfe will iead them to

“difcovét and' T am fure the bufinefs of their profeflioh™ léads them to
confider; whether they hav2 any authority from their Mafter to
make themfelves parties in .late affairs.  When they take a part
again{t government and difplay upon thefe things in-the~pulpit,
unlefs they. produce their Lord's command or example to authorife
them, many of the Laity who are of opinion that . they are, for4
againft them, will be inclit :d to think they are reaching for doc-
trines the commandinents o mes.  While they are contending for
their ccclefiaftical conftitution fuch a condudt has a dire@ ten-
dency to weaken it, and to make way for the building up another
on its ruins. The times appear to be now more than-ever-cri-
tical ‘with thein. ~The Clergy have enemies enough, fuch as are
difpafed not only to expofe their foibles, but t6 ‘pervert innocent
and- indifferent a&ions and proncunce them foibles and “faults.
An attack upon them in Eder and Gilf's laft Monday’s Gazstte, 4
paper which has been much countenanced and encouraged by fome
of them, looks like 2 wound given in thie houfe of a friend ; and is
enough furely to make them cry out of treachery.  If after all,
they will be acceflaries to their own undoing, the Laity will be
apt to look on with the more indifference. ™ ° '

¢ But I may not conclude without refuming mniy fubje& and
confidering it as it more immediately concerns the faze, for this
was what firft of all engaged my thoughts upon it. '

. In the conflitution of all governments among civilized nations-
it is neceflary there fhould be a fupreme power lodged fomewhere.
The Britifh government is conftituted of three branches, Kingy
Lords, and Commons, 21} of them free in their refpective depart-
ments in the legiflature, yet mutual checks upon each other, fo
that no ads of legiflation can be compleated without the con-
currence of all three.  If cither branch had fuch a check upon
another as to prevent its acting freely in the pafling of a&s or
laws, that branch which had {uch a check upon it would ceale
to be 2 part of the fupreme power. Thefe are the great outlines
of the Britifh conftitution, being 2 mixed Monorchy, a conftitu-
tion approaching fo near to perfeion that Tacitus imagined
. {uch
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-fuch a form of government to be capable of exifting only in idea 2
.And [uch, upona (uperficial view of the cafe, we generally ima-
‘gine our provineial conftitution to bf:; but if we confider the
matter with attention we hall find a wide difference between
.them. o )

THE grants made at the acceffion of a Prince for the fupport of
thecivil lift for life, renders the King independent and free.
"The firft branch of our provincial legiflature anfwering to the
monarchical part of that of Great Britain can by no means be
“faid to be free, while under the check of annual grants for its
fupport. The Lords when once intitled to fit in the Houfe-of
Peers are not removeable at the pleafure of theKing or of the Com~
Inons ; they are then independent of both for their feats, and
to all intents and purpofes free : The fecond branch of our pro-
vincial legiflature anfwering to this ariftocratical part of that of
Great Britain is much lefs free than our firft, having 2 double
check upon it ; for they are ‘anpually ele@ted by joint ballot of
the two Houfes,and after that, fubjet to the niegative of the Go-
vernor.  The third branch being poffefled of all thefe checks
without being checked by cither of the other two, except as in
-Great Britain, by being liable in common with the others to 2
fufpenfion of their legiflative power by a diffolution in virtue of
the King's prerogative, where the nature of the, conftitution
requires that this power fhould be lodged : * The third branch I
fay, is the only branch that can be faid to be free upon the plan
of the Britith conftitution ; and being poffefled of thofe fuperadded
checks cur provincial government, while upon the eftablithment
we contend for, inftead of being monarchical like that of Great
Britain, is rather democratical. This may anfier for a fubordi-,
nate government while we a& upon virtuous principles and ac-
knowledge a fupreme power elfewhere : But were we tg fet
ﬁp for indcpendency, as fome of our writers give out, we mufkt
recur to fome other fyltem, or fubmit to the Dominatis Plebis—
the Rule of the Multitude. ¢ Under fuch a fyftem in Rome. (as
s a - noted writer obferves) the whole government fell into
T « anarchy

* A Padiament might hecome perpetual, if the voice of all the three branches was necefs
“ fary to caufea diffolution.  In May 164z King Charles I, paffed a bill for the cantinuing
the Parliament thac it thould not be diffolved without their own confent, The Houle
cf Commons that then was, having voted the Houfe of Lords ufelefs and dangerous con-
tinued their own exiftence until Cromwell diffolved them in April 1653. This is called
the long Parliament.  They were invited to return to the exercife of their autharity in
Msy 1659 and mee accordingly. This fkeleton of the long Parliament is commonly
ditlinguilhed by the appellation of the Rump Parliament. They were afterwards joined
by the members w ho had been excluded §n1648 and diffolved themlelves in Maich 1659,65
near eighteen years after the King had catrulted them with his presogative ; and ulued
w1ty for a free Parlizment to meet 235 April 1650 who concusred in bringing in his fon
King Charles 11 ‘
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¢s-anarchy, and the greateft happinefs which the Romans could
¢ look for, was the defpotic power of the C&sars. The virtue
¢ and good intentions of CaTo and BrRuTus are highly laudable,
“¢ but to what purpofe did ‘their zeal ferve ? To nothing but to
¢ haften the fatal period of the Roman government, and rendec
‘¢ its convulfions and dying agonigs more, violent and1 painful.”

"
-“-w'l

- You have not, my countrymen, fuchmen as Carc'and BruTus
to head the oppofition to the prefent government in this country,
Withdraw then your confidence in time from the artfuldemagogue-
and liften to the voice of the prudent and virtuous citizen ; ~ theh
you may foon hope to have your peace eftablithed, unlefs the late
infults offered to our moft gracious Sovereign and the whole Britifh
government fhall have before-hand fealed otr doom, .
WH1LE every neighbour colony behaves with refpe and decen-

cy to the parent ftate, the Britith governmeint will find lefs diffi-
culty in correCting one froward child. Our news-papers are con-
tinually upbraiding them with their imbecillity, and threatning
them with throwing off all dependeace ; one has notified the pro-
pofed publication of a2 fyftem of government for thie united pro-
vinces—another talks of putting ourfelves uader the prote&ion of
fome foreign power.—While fuch things pals unnoticed Here, it
will not be ftrange, if government at home fhould take it to be 4
- fettled plan of the people to throw off their dependence; and ac-
cordingly take meafures to prevent it. It is to,be hoped however
that fuch plans are fuggefted merely to intimidate ; for this has
been the conftamt praétice of the party. Be it fo, what an infult
15 ;his on a power- which hath fo lately humbled the pride of
two of thegreateft powers in Eurcpe unitedin clofe compaét 2 :

" Yaur Governor, my countrymen, I verily believe withes to fee
good order and focial happinefs rcﬁ.orc\d in thisonce happy commus
nity : If any one difbelieves this, He*muft fuppofe him regardlefs
of his own peace and quiet; and the honour of his adminiftration:
The King's Minifters with it nole(s : And what is more, our moft
graciouSovereign wifhes to feeall his fubjeds happy,and the bleffings
of good government extended to his remotelt domjnions. Therz ig,
1iothing then wanting but that you yourf&lvesco-operate with their
good withes, ~ ;
. , .
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