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For the County of YORK,
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Refped for his great and good Character ;
And in Gratitude for the many Civilities
he has been pleafed to confer upon
His Moft Obliged
And Moft Obedient

Humble Servant,
FORNHAM CAMP,

Sept, the 1lt, 1778.
THO: BATEMAN.



MILITARY SERMON.

s CHRON. xv. 1, 2,

And the Spirit of God came upon Azariab the
Jon of Oded.——And be went out to meet Afa,
and faid unto bim, Hear ye me, Afa, and all
Judab and Benjamin,~~The Lord is with you
while ye e with bim 3 and if ye feek bim, be
will be found of you ;—but if ye forfake bim,
e will forfake you.

T HE Jews are frequently, in Holy
Scripture, ftyled God’s peculiar peo-
ple, from the fingular Difpenfation
which he was pleafed to manifeft in their

Favour, and by which, through a long Series
B of
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of Ages, he diftinguithed them from every
other Nation in the World. And in the moit
interefting and important Ara of their Hiftory,
this whole People may be viewed for many
generations,—folely in a military Iight,——froni

the time of their Emancipation from Agyptian
Bondage, till their final Settlement in the

promifed Land.

During all this long Period, they were in a
ftate of perpetual Warfare,—and each of their
Chief Governors—whether Prophets— Judges
or Kings, may be confidered as a General at
the head of his Army. The Land of Canaan,
which God had promifed them for a perpetual
Inheritance, was poflefled by Nations much
more populous, and canfequently more power-
ful than their own, all of which they were not

only to fubdue, but totally to extirpate, pre-
vious to their enjoyment of it;—and in the

many and great Empires which, in their march
to it, they were to pafs through, they were
frequently engaged with the Inhabitants upon
as unequal Terms.

In
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- In the Execution of their various Expedi-
tions, and the Accomplifhment of their Enter-
prizes, the Lord was pleafed to manifeft him-
felf ;—and reveal his will to this his People :
~and on all occafions to render them fenfible,
That their Profperity and Succefs were folely
owing to his Favour and Protection: And the
Conditions upon which they were promifed
thefe Bleflings, he hunfelf exprefily declared,—
were—A perfet Obedience to all his Laws,
and 2 pun&ual Performance of all his Come

mands.

When Jofhua, upon the Death of Mofes,
{fucceeded him in the command of the Army
of the Ifraelites, the firft Command which he
himfelf received from the Lord, was, ¢ Ob-

<« ferve to do according to all the Law which
«« Mofes my Servant commanded thee; " —

¢ For then,” fays he, ¢ thou fhalt make thy
« way profperous, and then thou fhalt have
« good Succefs.”

- The Obje&ts of this Command, confifted
chiefly in a firm Belief of his Being and Pro-
B2 vidence ;
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vidence; and a diligent Difcharge of all thofe
religious Services and Ceremonies which he
had appointed.—And whilft their Kings and
the Captains of their Hofts retained a due re.
gard to the Deity, and their Duty to him, in
themfelves ; and zealoufly endeavoured to pro-
mote the fame Principles and Pradtices in their
Soldiers and Servants, the_y {fubdued their Ad-
yerfaries,—they triumphed over their Enemies;
and their Arms and their Enterprizes were
every where crowned with Glory and Cone

queﬂ:.

But they no longer received fuch Honour
in the Sight of men, than by their religious
Behaviour they thereby entitled themfelves to
the favour of God.—For a Reverfe of Condué
was ever attended with an equal Reverfe of

Fortune; and God's Purpofes in this refpet
werc as explicitly declared, as they were par-
ticularly performed.—Innumerable Inftances

are obvious in their Hiftory, of the fatal con-
fequences of the former :—Their Armies rout-

ed and their Mighty Hofts overcome ;—thejr
People taken Prifoners in Battle ;—their
Country
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Country made defolate or laid under Tri-
bute ;—and frequently vifited with Plagues,

with Peftilences, Famines, and Earthquakes.

But all thefe national Calamities and Dif-
trefles, were ever accompanied with God’s pub-
lic Declarations, that, how apt foever they
might be to afcribe thefe Evils to human
Means or fecondary Caufes,—they were cer~
tainly brought upon them by his Providence,
in confequence of their Crimes—for difobey-
ing his Laws and difregarding his Commands,

It would be unneceflary to fupport or illuf-
trate this by Examples from Holy Scripture ;—
the old Teftament abounds with them, and
almoft every Page will produce a Proof of what
has been here afferted. Through the whole
Jewith Hiftory, and that peculiar Providence
which the Almighty manifefted towards them,
there 1s no Command more pofitive,—no Pro-
mife more plamn, nor more particularly per-
formed than this :—That whilft they diligent-
ly ferved and obeyed the Lord their God,—
their Land, in the Days of Peace, fhould flow

with
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with Plenty :—and in the Timé of War, . Vic-
tory and Conqueft {hould attend their Arms,
and they fhould triumph over all their Ene-
mies.—Thus what God gave in charge to his
fervant Mofes, to declare to his People, was
to be held as a ftanding Law to them and to
their Pofterity for ever; ¢ And it’ thall come
““ to pafs, if thou fhalt hearken diligerit]y unto
<« the Voice of the Lord thy God, to obferve
“ and to do all his Commandments, which I
‘“ command thee this Day, that the Lord-thy
<« God will fet thee on high above all Nations
< of the Earth. And all thefe Bleflings fhall
““ come upon thee and overtake thee, if thou
¢ fhalt hearken unto the Lord thy God.”

And after particularly ennmerating thofe great
and manifold Bleflings which they thould thus
cnjoy, He conc]udes with this Declaration,
“« The Lord fhall eftablifh thee an Holy Peo-
“ ple unto himfelf, as he hath {worn unto
¢ thee, if thou fhalt keep the Commandments
““ of the Lord thy God and walk in his Ways,
¢¢ And all the People of the Ear th thall fee that

“ thou
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¢ thou art called by the Name of the Lord j—
¢ and they fhall be afraid of thee.”

But though God was pleafed to promife
all thefe Bleflings to his People whilft they
continued cbedient to his Laws, and worthip-
ed and ferved him as he had commanded ; —
vet thefe Promifes are immediately followed by
as fevere Threatenings and dreadful Denuncia-
tions of divine Wrath and Vengeance, in con-
fequence of their negleing or difregarding
thefe religious Duties :—For thus the facred
Hiftorian proceeds,—** But it fhall come to
« pafs, if thou wilt not hearken unto the

¢« Voice of the Lord thy God, to obferve to
¢ do all thefe Statutes which I command thee
«¢ this Day, that all thefe Curfes thall come

« uypon thee. The Lord fhall fend upon thee
¢ Curfing, Vexation, and Rebuke, in all

¢« that thou fetteft thine hand unto, for to do,
« until thou be deftroyed and until thou perith
« quickly ; becaufe of the wickednefs of thy
¢ doings whereby thou haft forfaken me.”

And
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And riot to produce any other, we have 4
fignal Inftance of the Accomplifhment both. of
the divine Promifes and Threatenings, in the
Perfon to whom the Admonition, contained
in the Words of the Text, is particularly ad-
drefled. For in the following Chapter we
arc told, That at that Time Hanani the Seer
came to Afa King of Judah, and faid unto
him, ¢ Becaufe thou haft relied on the King
“ of Syria, and not relied on the Lord thy
« God, thereforé is the Hoft of the King of
‘¢ Syria efcaped out of thine Hand. Were not
¢ the Ethiopians and the Lubims an huge
 Hoft, with very many Chariots and Horfe-
«« men ’—Yet becaufe thou didft rely on the

¢ J,ord, he delivered them into thine hand.
«« For the Eyes of the Lord run to and fro
*¢ throughout the whole Earth; to thew him-
«« felf {trong in the behalf of them whofe Heart

6 15 pcr—fe& towards him.”

Such were the Flows and Ebbs of Fortune
which God’s peculiar People experienced, ir

confequence of their Obedience or Difobedis
énce to his Commands,

Nor
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Not was this Difpenfation of Providence
peculiar to them: If from Sacred Hiftory we
appeal to Prophane, we fhall every where find
the fame Caufes operating to the fame End,
and producing the fame Effe&ts. But it would
be unneceffary upon this occafion, and in 2
difcourfe of this kind impofiible, to purfue the
Enquiry through the long Period down to our
own,—and produce the Examples which might
thence be all along produced, in confirmation
of this Truth. Let it then be fufficient here
to obferve, that fuch Kingdoms and States, as
have been moft 1lluftrious for their Achievements
1n Arms and their Succefs in War, have ever
rendered themfelves moft fo, at thofe particu-
lar Periods, and under thofe Commanders, in
which a due regard to the Principles of their
Religion was moft confpicuous., And, on the
contrary, whenever thefe were neglected and
{et at nought,—and in their ftead, Examples of
diflolute Principles—Debauchery of Morals,
and Relaxation of Difcipline took place, their
evil influence foon became univerfal, and affeét-
ed their whole Armies—the whole Crafis,—

from the Crown of the head to the Sole of the
C foot
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foot was rendered effeminate——enervated, and
fo utterly enfecbled in the faculties of the
mind, as well as thofe of the Body, as to he-
come incapable either of planning or execut-
ing the leaft Enterprize of Importance; And
after thus becoming an equal Difgrace to them-
felves and thetr Country, both became an eafy
Prey to the ViGorious Arms of their more vir-
tuous Enemies.

As a remarkable Inftance of the former I
meed here only juft to mention, that the feve-
reft Overthrow and the greateft Slaughter the
Roman Army ever fuffered, is by all their
Hiftorians afcribed to their Generals having
impioufly omitted the accuftomed Sacrifices
to the Gods.~—~~And from the many happy
Examples, with which the Hiftory of our own
Country furnifhes us of the latter, it will be
fufticient to remind you, of that of the greateft
General this—or, perhaps, any other Country
ever produced,~—and who, by his Wifdom and
Valour, raifed the Reputation of this Nation
to a height of Glory unequalled in the Annals
of any other ;~~and who was fo regular and

cxact
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exa& i his Devotions, that, even i1n the
Mornings of his moft memorable Vi&ories, he
never omitted this Duty to his God,~and
afligned as his reafon for it,—That whenever
he {hould become athamed to pray, he ought

to become afraid to fight.

The Almighty then having been thus gra-
cioufly pleafed to make the Fate and Fortune
of the moft illuftrious Kingdoms and States,
at their moft dangerous and difficult Periods,
to depend—{o far at leaft as they were concern=«
ed In either,—on the Virtuous or Vicious
Condu& of their Armies—it muft have occur-
red to all before whom I am now fpeaking,
how much depends upon the Example of all
thofe who hold a Military Command, and how
incumbent it is upon them on all occafions,
to thew and fet forth good Ones.—It may be
fufficient therefore here to be reminded how
much, and how often, the Public Chara&er
of a particular Regiment, has been owing to
the Private Charalter of its Officers.

C2 But
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But though the Examples of Officers may
o0 far, and do much with their Soldiers, they
(hould ever be confidered as Aids only to thofe
Principles,—not the Principles themfelves by
which their own Behaviour ought to be go-
verned.—The Religious Principles here recom-
mended are more univerfal in their Nature,
and of ftronger Obligation,—they extend to all
Ranks of men—to all Circumftances and Oc-
cafions of Life,—and there are many which no
other can reach or have any Influence over.
To thefc howcver the common Soldier is
frequently expofed, much more than his Su-
periours. For though unexceptionable in
his Behaviour as fuch,—though perfe& in the
Knowledge of his Duty, and cqually fo in the
Performance of all the particular Parts of it—
io much fo as never to have fallen under Mili-
tary Cenfure or Punithment, yet many are the
opportunities he thall daily meet with, and
perhaps ftrong Temptations along with them,
of committing Crimes, or indulging himfelf

in Vices for which he is not accountable to ki
Ofhicer.

Leave
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Lecave him in fuch cafes without all Prin-
ciples of Religion, you leave him without all
reftraint where he {tands in need of the moft—
and expofe him to the greateft Danger where
Lie is the leaft guarded againft it—yet where—
if he falls, the Character of his Regiment may
fall along with his own—there being many
inftances where the notorious Delinquency of
fuch an ipdividual hath involved his whole
Corps in at leaft a Temporary Infamy and
Difgrace.

Every Private Soldier, therefore, would do
well to fet a proper Value upon himfelf and
his Behaviour, and confider of how much con-
fequence the latter is, exclufive of his Military
Capacity, or a Man and a Member of civil So~
ciety—not only to himfelf and his own Ho-
nour, but likewife to that of his Superiours
and Fellow Soldiers, |

The beft—the only fecurity for this—are
thofe religious Principles, under whofe In-
fluence it is his.own Duty, asa Man and a

Chriftian, ever to regulate and rule his Beha-
viour
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viout—and though not actountable to his
Officers either for his Regard or Difregard of
theim, he will hereafter find himfelf {o to a
much Superiour Being,~—and who has infi-
nitely greater Power to reward him for the one,
and punith him for the other, to dll Eternity.
2

Let not this be underftood as if {poken in
behalf either of the oftentaticis Ravings of
many modern Enthufiaits on the one hand,——
or of as many moping and melancholy Fanatics
on the other—which fome Fools, but more
Knaves, have often afiumed for ptivate and
pecunidry—but oftener for worfe Purpofes.——
Be(hrew the Preacher who would recommend
the leaft TinCure of either, as requifite in the
Militaty Chara@ter—who would fend the
whole Seldiery together upon a Religious
Knight Errantfy==~and prefcribe to the fuperi-
our Officers to become Knights of the woeful
Figure—to the inferiour—according to their
refpective Ranks—ta become proportionably
mere difhal.

If
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If thefs are the Forms of Religione=rthey
are the worft it can put on—~and which, alas,
too often are without any of the Power of it
at all. 'For pure Religion, and undefiled be-
fore God and the Father, requires ne fuch
Oftentatious Aids—puts on no fuch glaring
Appearances. |

Let the Forms of Religion, therefore, be
aflumed no oftener, nor no more than the
Forms of it are requifite—as inftrumental parts
only to influence the mind to fomething bet-
ter—and then the Power of Religion will,
in its proper Time, bring forth its preper
Fruits.

'That man’s Courage who is ever boafting of
it—is always fufpeCted. ’'Tis the fame in Re-
ligion——they each have their Counterfeits—
‘but the true, in either Cafe—will only thew
itfelf in due Seafon and on proper Occafions—
where in the former it can be brought into
A&tion to fome pious End, and exerted in the
latter to fome good Purpofe.

From



(20 )

From this View then, and upon thefe Prin-
ciples of God’s Dealings and Difpenfations——

not only towards his own peculiar People,—
but with every other Nation, we may have the
firmeft Hope and the fureft Confidence that,

by following their good Example, you alfo
will be entitled to the fame Manifeftations of
divine Favour. For in the Language of the
Royal Pfalmift, ¢¢ Verlly there is a reward for
“ the Righteous; doubtlefs there 1s a God

¢ that judgeth the Earth.”

Under the full Convi&ion of this important
Truth, and with the perpetual Senfe and Ifiﬂu-

ence of 1t upon your minds,—whilft you' gal-
lantly go forth in the Service of your King and

of your Country,~—their righteous Caufe—s
when thus defended by the Sword of the Loxd
and of Gideon, will ever profper in yodr
Hands.




	Bateman.Military1.pdf
	Bateman.Military2.pdf

