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pire;who would choose to die in a play-house? .1t is true that
death: may meet us in_every situation, but 2 theatre is probably
the last place where a tkoughtful person would choose to meet his
eds , : Hexry Basben, |
—-—‘.—
To the Editor of the Methodist Magazine.

Iy % Cheetham’s Life of Thomas Paine,” that popular but most

‘whappy being, we are furnished with the subjoined . anecdote,

'which you will oblige me by inserting at some convenient opper-
‘unity.  But as many of your readers may never have read any
‘particnlars of this wretched infidel, allow me just to present them
the following traits in his character. It appears that Paine, in his
 domestic habits, was always negligent, filthy, and given to liquor:

. these habits grew upon him in advanced life, and rendered him.

 miversally disgusting to men of education and sober life, His
writings, indeed, recommended him to the admirers of theoretic
freedom ; but his manners were so repulsive, (to say nothing of his
“want of principle in his attachments and pecuniary concerns) as
- dlmost to banish him from respectable society. It was his come
_mon practice to drink a guart of brandy, when he could get it,
,daily; and having at one time a black female servant, as fond of
‘nm as he was of brandy, they have been secen lying together
. deed drunk upon the floor. On such occasions, which at last
. grew frequent, he used (o give cut that he had suffered an apo-
 plectic fit ; but his personal acquaintance well understood the
i natore of his disorder. Of his miserable end accounts have been
: dready published in your Magazine for 1811, p. 825, to which is
¢ prefized some excellent remarks by an able correspondent, signed
*“W.B.” and to which I beg to refer your readers. -

! Deal, June 2, 1817. Your’s, sincercly, H. Baspex.
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| Durine part of the years 1806, 7, Paine boarded with a Mr.
[linis, an ingenious portrait painter of New York. Ogpe day,
|utting with a voclume of his works on a table before him, con-
| ining his ¢ Age of Reason,” the servant girl took it up to read.
| ¥r. Jarvis said she should not open it {or the world, and tock it
|muber. « Why ?* said Paine, rising up engrily, ¢ Because
|%isa good girl now; she has the iear of Ged, and will do
| wbing wrong,” She cannot reason as you can, and if she read
.} Tur Age of Reason, and divests herself of those restraints which
| ¥¥ govern her conduct, she may cheat me; she may rob me;
emay be undone.” ¢ Pshaw | pshaw !” sad Paine, walking
"llyacross the room, with his hands behind him, ¢ Why should
Shody believe in Jesus Christ.” ¢ Come heve {said Mr, Jarvis)
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‘to-the window ; look there! (pointing to a congregation of ey
.'ple of colour- coming out-of church) do you see that black
- man! three years ago'he was a great reprobate; he was guiltyof
"~ all sorts of -offences: He has since been converted. He is noy
¥ a regular attendant on his church. You see that he is dressed
. well, and bas a goodly appearance. All in his neighbourhool
- now shake hands with him, and are his friends ; formerly he ws
avoided by them all as a pestilence.” Paine had no answerty
make but ¢ pish” and ¢ pshaw,” &c. He saw, to use the words
of Mr. Jarvis, the fact, and it was unanswerzble.

" The above anecdote reminds me of another which appearel
in the Evangelical Magazine for June last, and with which I shdl
close this communication. - ' ‘ -

" A young woman was frequently sent by a kind neighbourt
visit Mr. Paine in his last iliness, and carry him some little pre
sents from his own table. One day Paine asked her if she hal
ever read his ¢ Ageof Reason,” and what was her opinion of the
book? She replied that she was but a child when she readi,
and he might not like to hear what she thought of it. "Beng
urged, however, ¢she acknowledged that she thought it the mat
dangerous insinuating book that she had ever seen; that the mor
she read, the more she wished to read, and the more she fourd
ber mind estranged from all that is good : and that from a convic
tion of its evil tendency she had burnt it, without knowingt
whom it belonged.’, To this Paine replied, that he wished all who
had read it had been as wise as she; adding, ¢.If ever the de

had an agent on earth, I have been one.’”

THE GRACE OF.GOD MANIFESTED.
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MEMOIR OF MRS. ELIZABETH PARTON,
Of Woodchurchy, Kent. By Mr. J. BICKNELL.

Trizapera Partox, daughter of John and Elizabeth Jinking,
was born in the year 1781, at Saltwood, near Hythe, inthe
county of Kent. Her parents were respectable, and regularly
attended the service of the Established Church, and were xporal
in their outward conduct; they were likewise careful to tran 7j
their children in an attention to the externals of religion, and 0
| preserve them from thosevicious practices which disgrace the moral
i character of so large a portion of the youth of our Jand.

: Jinkings died while her daughter Elizabeth was yet young and

: Mrs. P. has frequently observed, with great pleasure, that she

had reason to believe her mother died in the enjoyment of e

! gion, and was gone to be for ever with the Lord. She left be
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