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Pluribus quippe adminiculis opus eft, ad tuendam pretiofe fupels
ledtilis varietatem. BorrTH1us,

Where a great variety of valuable objeffs is to be brought forward,
the co-operation of many hands muft be required.

¢

Art. 1. Geobgical Effays. By Richard Kirwan, Efq.
F.R.SS. Lird. et Edin. M. R.[. 4. &, 8vo. 502 pp.
gs. Bremher, Strand. 1799. ="

THE merits of Mr. Kirwan are (o generally known to the
learned, not only of this country but of ali Europe, that it
would be fuperfluous to fpeak of his reputation in fcience, or
of the various works by which it has been eftablifhed. Emi-
nently fkilled in chemiftry, mineralogy, and natural philofos
Phy, he may be faid to be poffefled of three of che principal
avenues which lead to the facred cells in which the archives of
the carth lie concealed. Prepared by ftudy, and a lave of truth,
dnd matured by age and experience, he ought 1o be capable of
taking a calm, difpaffionate, and clear view of the wonders
which this earthy treafure contains, and of explaining the
great and myfterious documents which Nauure prefents to his

1elearch, ;
. They whoknow Mr. K, beft will allow, that, witha mind .
ftored with ufeful information, which difplays itfelf in a happy
¢ R ftyle

BRIT. CRIT. VOL.-XY, MARCH, 120,



Hall on Modern Infidelity, 963

gions before. . On the whole, however, we confider this Poem
' asavaluable production, enriched with all that hiltory and an-
. tiquarianifin, a learned tafte, and a luxuriant fancy, can throw
«over {o contradted, yet [0 plealing a (ubject.

Art. X. Mudern Infidelity confidered ; with Refpes? g its In-
: fluence an Suciety. A Sermon, preached at the Baptifl Meet -
- g, Cambridve. By Raobert Hall, d. M. Second Edition.
$vo. 81 pp. 2s. Deighton, Cambridge ; Button, London.
1800.
IT ‘cannot now be neceffary to inform our geaders, that we are
4 from convi&tion zealouily attached to the Church of Eng-
Jand ; but we have alfo given fufficient proofs, that weare never .
difpofed to withhold from members of other Chriftian Com-
‘tunions that praife which their exertions for our cammon
‘Chriftianity may deferve.  Our conviction is proportioned to
the certainty ot do€rines, but our zeal to their importance.
We believe the opinions of the Englith Church to be thufe of
‘the Gofpel, and we chink her fyltem of government and wor-
fhip.agreeable to the {pirit of the primitive ages, and condu-
‘cive to good order, piety, and virtue. But we are extremely
* folicitous to convince thole Chriftian feéts which diflent from
‘that Church, that the.zeal of her children is not intolerant,
nor even uncharitable. Molt heartily therefore do we agree
‘with theauthor of this admirable Sermon, in his truly Chrittian
Prayer.

¢ May it pleafe God fo to difpofe the minds of Chriftians of every
vifible churcg and community, that Epbraim no longer vexing Fudab,
nar Judah Ephraim, the only rivalry felt in future may be who fhall
moft advance the interefts of our common Chriftianity, and the ondy
»"m‘a{aﬁm_} Juflained that of provaking éach other to leve and good works.”
“Pref. p. vi.

Certainly there never has been a time fince the firft revela-
“tion of the Gofpel, in which the union of all Chriftians was
more neceflary againft the enemies of "humanity and religion

_than the prefent, when, as Mr. Hall very juftly oblerves,

€ To obliterate all fenfe of religion, of moral {fanétions, and a fu-
ture world, and by thefe means to prepare the way for the total fubver~
fion of every inftitution, both focial and religious, which men have
hitherto been accultomed to revere, is evidently the principal objeét of
modern feeptics, the firft Sophifis awvka have avowcd an attempt 1o garan;n
the
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the aworld aithont inculcating the peyfuafion of a fupetior pprw,,.i_n Pﬂﬁ S
P- Ve ko2 o
Againft this infernal confpiracy to rob mankind of the'(qr- “'
only fure guide in life, and of their fole confolation in death, L
Mr. Hall has taken up arms, and in this moft righteous war- &
fare ‘he has fought with weapons that are both bright and T
keen 5 with vigorous reafon, and with fplendid eloguence ;
with that ardent zeal which becomes a Chriftian, « contending
for the faith once delivered to the Saints.” The mafters of thofe
Sophifts who have in our days dcluged Europe with blood,and’
filled the world with the renown of their atrocities, {urpaffin )
all former Infidels in effrontery, and refolved to be as unparallel- »
ed in the extravagance of their fpeculations, as they confefledly ;
are in the enormity of their crimes, made it the leading prin-
ciple of their new fyftem of blafphemy and murder, that relj-
gion is pernicious to fociety 5 that a belief in the government
of the univerfe by infinite goodnefs, is unfriendly to wirtue;
and an expectation of the future punithment of all impe-
nitent guilt, an encouragement to immorality. A defire to fet
men free from thofe reftraints which make them unfit to be the
blind inftruments of atrocious ambition, was doubtlefs the real
motive for the propagation of thefe deteftable and felf-refuted
paradoxes. Thefe Sophilts have, in truth, done the moft fignal
homage to Chriltianity. They have confefled by their condudly
that it was impoffible to deflroy all morality and humanity in,
the human heart without firft deftroying religion.. They per-
ceived that Chriftianity guarded the quict of itates, which they
confpired to fubvert; that it prefcribed the obedience of fubs
jects, whom they were to enflame into rebellion ; that it infpired
them with an abhorrence for robbery and murder, which are
the moft effeflual inftruments, and the ultimate objeéls of their
policy. They knew that fuch a fyltem as theirs could never be
fuccefsful fo long as mens” morals were guarded by religion.
Againtt religion, therefore, they have proclaimed eternal war,
Againft their monftrous pofition, that religion is pernicious
the Sermon before us is direftly aimed. The author oblferves,
very juftly, that the truths of natural religion have been fo
completely demonftrated vpon philofophical principles, and
the evidences ot Revelation [o fully laid open, that it is not
eafly to add to what has been faid on thefe important fubjeds,
though it be ufeful to repeat it, and to inculcate it under various
forms. He therefore confines himfelf to the practical  influ-

* What the author fays, in p. ¢, about literary men, is clearly con:
fined te thofe who live by theule or abnfe of the pen,
. ence




T — an Modern Infidelity. abs
ence of irreligion ; which indeed may be read in fuch legible
chara&ers, in the hiftory of the French Revolution, that it
{carcely requires any other illuftration than an appeal to the
progrefs and refult of that profligate and terrible experiment.
M:. Hall gives a clear and concife expofition of the artgu-
ments which demonfirate the exiltence of the infinitely perfect
Creator and Governor of the univerfe, which he concludes by
obflerving : '

« Such are the proofs of the exiftence of that great and glorious
being whom we denominate God, and it is not prefumption to fay, it
is impefiible to find another truth in the whole compafs of morals
which, according to the jufteft laws of reafoning, admits of fuch firick
and rigorous demonftration.” P. g.

He proceeds to fhow, that every fcheme of morality, con-
fined within the boundaries of the prefent life, mult neceffarily
be imperfedt, becaufe many occalions occur in which, accord-
in to fuch fchemes, our duty muft be at variance with our in<
- tereft ; a difficulty, from which no merely human morality can
‘ever extricate its followers. He then difplays the effe@® of
impiety on the temper and chara@er. This part of the Ser-
mon peculiarly abounds with ingenious, folid, and moft valu-
able obfervations. The authorevinces a deep infight into the
jntricacies of the human conftitution ; and he traverfes, with
a firm ftep, feveral paths of refle&ion untrodden by former
fpeculators. After having proved that Aiheifin deftroys all
maral tafte, by banifhing the only true model of perfettion
from the univerfe ;and, by ftripping virtue of her dignity, de-
"firoys the principles which alone can animate men in arduous
and perilous a&ts of duty, he goes on to prove.that modern
infidelity is the nurfing mother of the three greateft vices that
vex the world ; overweening vanity, relentlefs ferocity, and
unbridled fenfuality.

His arguments on the fubject of vanity appear to us to be
of fingular importance. They may indeed be confidered as a
Jaminous commentary on the admirable obfcrvations. of Mr.
Burke, in bis charalter of Roufleau. Mr. Burke had there
obferved, that vanity, which in its ordinary ftate is only a ridi-
culous frailty, when it is expanded toa great fize, and when it
als on a large theatre, becomes one of the molt monftrous of
all vices, and the fruitful parent of all others. *¢ Chriftian
humility,” faid that great philofopher, ¢ is the low but deep
and firm foundation of all real virtue.” Thefle truths are ably
unfolded by Mr. Hall. Afterexplaining,very juflly and clearly, .
how difappointed vanity degenerates into cnvy, and even mi-

: : *fanthropy,
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{anthropy, he thus cqntraﬂs the fcelings Uf’"lﬁegcrod and o
the vain man, 2 :

«« The truly good man is jealous over himfelf, Teft the nototiety of
his beft actions, by blending ufelt with their motive, fhould diminiﬂx-
their value 3 the vain man pérforms the fame ations, for the fake of
that notaricty.  The good man quietly difcharges hisdary, and fhung
oftentation ; the vain man confiders every good deed loft that is hior
publiely difplaged. The one is intent upon realities, the other 'u'pan
femblances : ch: one aims to be virtuods, the other to appear fo.”
P. 29.

The obfervation which immediately follows, on the effeét of B
vanity udon the fpeculative powers, is fo frequently exempli- 1.
fied, iy this age of pretended difcovery, and daring paradox, .
that nothing can be more ufeful than the jult repsehenfion it
conveys.

« Nor is a mind inflated with vanity more difqualified for right
attion than juft fpeculation ; or better difpofed to the purfuit of truth
than the praétice of virtue. To fuch a mind, the fimplicity of truth it
difgufting. Carelefs of the improvement of mankind, and intent only:
upon aftonifhing them with the appearfince of rovelty, the glare of
paradox will be preferred to the light of truth ; opinions will be ein-
braced, not becaufe they ate juft, but becaufe they are new : the more °
flagitious, the more fubverfive of morals, the more alarming to the
wife and good, the more welceme to men who eftimate their literary
powers by the mifchief thus produced, and who confider the degree of
anxiety and terror they imprefs as the meafure of their renowh
Truth is fimple and uniform, while error may be infinitely varied;
and as it is one thing to ftart paradoxes, and another to make difcoye-

ries, we need the lefs wonder at the prodigious increafe of :modemn i3
philofophers.”  P. 30.

_ The application of the author’s reafonings on this fubje&,
1o the follies and crimes of the French revolution, is pecu=
liarly admirable. ¢ The (hort-lived forms of power and of-
fice glided with fuch rapidity through fucceflive ranks of (de-
gradation,” as to fpread vanity more widely than ever it was
diffufed before. . ¢ Pclitical power, the moft feducing objeét
of ambition, never before circulated through fo many hands.”
The difplay of vanity exhibited all the mummerics and the
difappointment of vanity, produced all the crimes of thatmon=
{trous tragi-comedy. iy
The manner in which Mr, Hall proves that infidelity is na-
turally productive of ferscity is, in our opinion, no lefs fatisfac-
tory than it is ingenious. Stripping human nature of that
dignity which is bellowed on it by the belief that we are ﬁEf-
tined for immortality, it tends to make human life too mean
and worthlefs an objeél to be regarded with reverence. :
s« Haying ’i
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« Having taughf its difeiples to confider mankind as little better
thian a reft OF dnfects, they will be prepared in the fierce conflicts of

party to trample upon them without piry, and to extinguifh them with=
out remorfe.” By 41 \

He fupports his argu?nents by the teltimony of ancient and
modern hiftory, but chiefly by the experience of the French
Revolution ; on which he very forcibly remarks,

e that the reign of Atheifm was avowedly the reign of terror;
that in the height of their career, in the higheft climax of their hor-
rors, they fhut up the temples of God, abolithed his worfhip, and pros
claimed death to be an eternal fleep ; as if by pointing to the filence
of the fepulchre, and the {leep of the tomb, thefe ferocious barbarians
meant to apologize for leaving neither fleep, quiet, nor repofe to the
Jdiving.” P, 43.

 Settle it therefore in your minds,” fays this able reacher, < -as
a maxim never to be effaced or forgotten, that ATHEISM is an INHU-
MAN, BLGODY, FEROCIO Us sYsTEM, equally hoftile to every ufefut
reftraint, and to every virtuous affection; that leaving nothing above
us to excire awe, or around us to awaken rendernefs, it wages war
with heaven and with earth; its firft objeét is to dethrone God, its

next to deftroy man!” P, 44

‘The obfervations which follow, on the tendency of infidelity
to degrade the intercourfe of the fexes into a brutifh fenfuality,
are very worthy of the molft {erious attention of thofe, who
confider the multiplied conneétions of that intercourfe with
every part of moraiity. The author concludes with ob-
fervations, which are of fingular importance. ' ¢ Efforts are
now, for the firft time, made to diffufe the principles of infide-
lity among the common people.” Infidels formerly addreifed
themf(elves 1o, the more polithed claffes of fociety. The reafon
“of this difference is well {tated.

i« While infidelity was rare and confined to a few, it was employed
- as the infirament of literary vanity; its wide diffufion having difqua-
" lified it for anfwering that purpofe, it is now adopted as tbe organ of
* political convulfion.”  P. 64.

_ The prioces and magiltrates who keep this truth conftantly
in view, will have a {imple and ealily applicable principle by
which they may govern their condu&. This Sermon clofes
with fome remarks on the great prevalence of infideliry, which,
“as Mr. Hall oblerves, inflead of (haking our faich in the Scrip-
tures, ought to confirm it, as that apollacy is prediéted in, tlie
Scriptures.  The charaflers of that great apoltacy, which is
foretold by the infpired writers, are indeed fo (trikingly appli=
cable 1o the modern propagators of impiety, thatif they were
] U {grioufly
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ferioufly examined, they might produce an imprefiion or e
moft incredulous. They are, as Mr. Hall abridges them, from
the fecond and third chapters of the fecond Epiftle of §t,
Peter, ¢« prophanefs, girefumption, tewdnels, impatience o fujm j
ordination, refllefs appetite for change, vain pretenfions tog,d,ma \
and to emancipate the world! while they themfelves are the
flaves of luft.” P.66. Some remarks on this fubject follow,

which, for their fingular excellence and energy, notwithfand-
ing the length of this article, we cannot forhear extm&ing. i

« Itisimpoffible that a {yftem, which by vilifyingevery ‘!i'il'tue,ll!lai
embracing the patronage of almoft every vice and crime, wages war
with all the order and civilization of the world, which, equal to
the eftablifhment of nothing, is armed only with the energies of:i%ﬂfrﬁgf
tion, can long rerain an afcendancy. Itis in no fhape formed for perpe:
tuity—Sudden in its rife, and impetuous in its progrefs, it refembles @
‘moyntain torvent which is loud, filiky, and defolating, but excitin agine-
ral alarm, and being fed by no perennial [pring,is fuon -dmimdg':m'
difapprars. Religion being primarily intended to make men aujf as
Jalvation, the fupport it minifters to focial order, the ftability it confers
on government and law, is a fubordinate fpecies of advantage whichwe
fhould have continued to enjoy, without refleing on its caufe, but
for the developement of .deiftical principles, and the experiment
has been made of their effefts in a neighbouring country. Ithad
the conftant boaft of infidels, that their fyitem, more liberal and
rous than Chriftianity, was fo much better adapted to guide and |
lighten the world, that it needed but to be tried, to produce an
menfe acceflion to human happinefs ; and Chriftian nations, ca
and fupine, retaining little of religion but the profeffion, and
gufted with its reftraints, lent a favourable ear to thefe pretenfio
Gop PERMITTED THE EXPERIMENT TO BE MADE, In
country, and that in the centre of Chriftendom, zke light of rew
awas fuffered to undergoa total eclipfe, while. Atheifm performing on
‘ened theatre its flrange and fearful tragedy, confounded the
ments of fociety, blended every age, rank, and fex, in indift
profcription and maffacre, and convulfed all Eutope to its centre;
the imperifhable memorial of thefe events may teach the laft generati
of mankind to confider religion as the pillar of fociety, the fafegus
of nations, the parent of focial order, which alone has powe tocu
the paflions, and to fecure to every one his right.” P 67. =

In addition to the important {pecimens already given
fhall now quote only the following moft animated am% elog
paflage. '

¢« More than all their infatuated eagemefs, their parricidal zeal ta
extinguifh a fenfe of deity, muft excite aftonifhment and horror, Isthe
idea of an Almighty and pesfet ruler, unfriendly to any paffion
s confiltent with innocence, or an obftrution to any defign, which it
i not fhameful to avew ? Etsrnal God| on whar are thine gm&?
. _ plobr':
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fntent: what are thofe enterprifes of guilt and horror that, for the
fafety of their performers, require to be enveloped in a darknefs, which
the eye of heaven muft not pierce? Miferable men! proud of being
the offipring of chance; in love with univerfal diforder; whofe hap~
pinefs is involved in the belief of there being no witnefs to their de-
Egns, and who are at eafe, only becaufe they fuppofe themfelves inha-
bitants of & foxfaken and fatherlefs world.” P, 72.

Various reafons have induced us to extend this article beyond
the limits to which we mult generally confine our review of fin-
gle fermons.  Thefingular importance of the {ubjed, and the
reat excellence of the compofition, are indeed fufficient to jul-
tifyus, But weare alfo defirous of proving to Diffenters, that
. the prejudices which have arifen againft them, did not origi-
. nate in the intolerance of Churchmen, as they aré fometimes
* taught to believe, but in the indifcretions (1o ufe no harfher
term) of fome of their own leaders; and that whenever they
diftinguith themfelves as champions of religion and morality,
the Church of England will not be backward in her applaufes.
It gives us great pleafure to add the name of Mr. Hall to the
I increaﬁng lift of men of genius and virtue, who, having been
. originally feduced by the promifes of the French Revolution,
. have long ago been undeceived by experience, and have now
the courage and honour, publicly and for ever, to renounce all
its peftilential principles. Of all the promifes of the French
leaders, they have kept none but thofe by which they held out
: plunder to indigent ruffians, nfurped power to criminal ambi-
tion, and the deftru@ion of the worthip of God to fanatical
Atheifts. It cannot be democracy which now attaches any
" man to France, for no fhadow of it exifts in that country.
" They who now admire French principles, muft either have a
| tafle for confifcation, or ufurped tyranny, or perfecuting Athe-
_ ifm: for thele are the only principles which have furvived the
fhock of fo many revolutions, But they who admire fuch
4 things in foreign countries, can fcarcely be fafe members of
» their own community. They who havé a difinterefted tafte for
# confifcation, would hardly be very fcrupulous about enriching
« themfelves by rapine. ‘They who admire French ufurpation,
. willnot be very good fubje&s of their native governmenr. They
' who are delighted with Atheiftical perfecutions, will not be
fuppofed to be men of great piety and humanity. Such men
afford the public an ealy method of eltimating, not their poli-
j tcal opinions, but their moral charader.

U2 ART.
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