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28 : "THEOLOG Y.

Of fondnefs and of lote, crowd on'my memory,

Once my foul’s deareft joy, now its defpair,
And fill my breaft with woe unutterable, — e
‘Thofe arms which oft around my neck were thrown

In playful tendernefs, are gall’d by chains ;

"That breaft, the foft abode of filial kindnefs,

Now pours, perhaps, the guthing tide of life.—

Yet you'rea parent,—Had I been a man,

1 would have rufth’d on fwords and pointed fpears—

This bofom thould have ftream’d one bleeding wound -

Ere thus abandon her,— - o

-« Dake,  Q dry thofe tears—

What could I do—hemm’d in by warring thounfands,

Compell’d by duty to confult the fafety

Of thofe given to my charge,—to guard thee too.

¢ Dach:  Perith fuch duty ! perith too my fafety!

Can I {urvive my daughter’s death, or, worfe,

Her foul difhonour—ior this public daty,

>Tis a fine word ambition has invented

To cheat mankind, to fkreen its felfith views

Beneath the {fpecious matk of ‘patriot zeal,
And blunt the feelings of humanity.
But he whofe ftubborn breaft is fteel’d againft
‘The focial charities of love and friendfhip,
Whatever knaves pretend, or fools believe,
Can never love his country.

¢ Dukte. Peace, and hear me.
¢ Duch. 1 will not, cannot.—— :

O, I am deaf to every {found but forrow’s !— :
Matilda! O, my child! wy bleeding daughter I’ D. M,

THEOLOGTY.

ArT. 1x. A View of the Evidences of Chriffianity in three Parts,
Part 1. OFf the diredt hiflorical Evideuce of Chriffianity, and
awberein it is diflinguifbed from the Ewidence alleged for other Mi-
racles.  Part 11, Of the suxiliary Evidences of Chriflianity.
Part 111, A bricf Confideration of fome popular Qbjeions. By
William Paley, ™. a. Archdeacon of Carlifle. In three Vo-
lumes. 12mo. price 10s. 6d. fewed. Faulder. 1%94. '

In the prefent awakened and agitated flate of fociety, in which
ancient inflitutions of every kind are canvaffed with greater free-
dom than ever before ; in which people of all claffes, not except-
ing the loweft, feem difpofed to aflert the natural right of rational
beings, to judge for themfelves in all points which concern their
perional conduct, and affect their perfonal happinefs ;—it becomes
morg neceflary than ever to furnith men with the means of form-

ing a fair and faticfactory judgment, efpecially on {uch wterelting

fubjec’s as thofe of morals; policy, and religion. The two for-
mer of thefe fubjedts have been fo happily illufirated by DMr. Paley
in his ¢ Principles of Moral and Political Philofophy,” that the
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Paley’s View of the Evidences of Chriflitmity. 29

ublic will, of courfe, entertain high expe(tations from his exer-
tions in the caufe of religion, and will obferve with farisfaétion fo
able an advocate flepping forward in defence of chriflianity.

Thouch many valuable works have been {vrittenin proof of the
Jivine authority of the chriftian religion, there is till room for
other elementary treatifes upon the fubjelt ; :t.nd we have no hefi-
tation in faying——-—for we are well affured qf being fupported in .the
opinion by the general volce of the p_ubhc-—-that no.popular view
of the evidences of chriftianity has hitherto been given, at once
fo judicious in the feleftion and arrangement qf xpatenals, fo
happy 1n illuftration, and fo well fupported by citations, as that
which now comes under our confideration. ~Without fpending
more time in general commenda’tion, we .ﬂlall immediately proceed
to give an analyfis of the reafoning of this work, in order that our
readers may be furnifhed with a concife view of the whole feries
of evidence for the truth of the chriftian religion. We fhall, at
prefent, ftate the dire&t hiftorical evidence, {'el’e‘rving the more
indireCt proofs, with the author’s replies to objections, to another
article. : .

Preparatory confideration.—Tt is urged as an argument fufficient
to {uperfede all further inquiry concerning the truth of chriftia-
nity trom the evidence of miracles, thatno human teftimony can,
in any cafe, render miracles credible, becaufe it is contrary to ex-
perience that miracles fhould be true, but not contrary to expe-
Fience that teftimony fhould be falfe.—To this it is replied, 1. If
it be not improbable, that God fhould deftine men for a future
ftate of exiftence, and fhould acquaint them with this deftination,
it is not improbable, that he would authenticate this difcovery by
imiracles. 2. The improbability arifing from the want of expe-
rience is only equal to the probability, that, if the thing were
true, {uch things wounld be generally experienced : but, fuppofing
it to be true, that miracles were wrought at the firt promulgation
of chriftianity, it is not certain, or a probability approaching to
certainty, that fuch miracles would be repeated fo often, as to
become obje@s of general experience. The cou r{e of nature may
not beinvariable ; and, neverthelefs, the variations may be fo few
s not to eftablith a general experience. 3. If we believein God,
miracles are not incredible ; for there are fuflicient power, and an
adequate motive. 4. Cafes may be put, in which united tefti-
mony to a miraculous falt, perfited in at the expence of life,
would be irrefiftible. . » : : '

Part I. Of the dircét hiftorical evidence of chriftianity.

" Propofition 1. That there is fatisfatlery evidence that many, pro-

Felfing to be original witngffes of the chriftian miracles, paffed their
lives in labours, dangers, and fufferings, wvoluntarily undergone in at=
teftation of the accounts abich they delivered, and folely in confequence

of iheir belicf of thefe accounts; and that they alfo fubmitted from the .

JSame motive to new rules of condult,

~ Firft, The fatt of the voluntary fufferings of the firft chriftians
is probable from the nature of the cafe, or from circumftances on
all hands acknowledged. For. 1. Since the chrifltian religion ex-
ifts and was eftablifhed, it 1s vprobable, that it’s author. and his
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20  THEOLOGY.

immediate difciples after his death, exerted themfelves in firfe

publifhing, and afterwards fpreading this religion. 2. It is pro-

bable, that, in the profecution of this purpofe, they underwent
the labours and troubles, which the propagators of new fects are
obferved:to undergo. © 3. Itis probable, that the firft propagation
of chriftianity would be in a high degree dangerous ; becaufe it
contradiéted the popular expedtation concerning the Mefliah, and
thie jewifh prejudices againft other nations ; becaufe it difparaged

- thofe ceremonies which were in the higheft cftimation, and de-

cried the merit of ritual zeal ; becaufe the firlt mi%ionaries would
neceflarily offend the jewifh rulers, by reproaching them with the

murder of their mafler, and raife jealoufy in the roman gover-

nors, by their profeflion of unqualified obedience to a mafter,
foretold to the jews under the title of king; and becaufe they
had to oppofe a priefthood poffefled of municipal authority, and
were under a foreign government conftantly furrounded by their
enemies. 4. It is probable, that, when thé preachers of chriftia-

‘nity turned themfelves to the heathen public, they would meet

with great oppofition, becaufe their religion was exclufive, and
would accept no compromife with idolatry, herein eflentially dif-
fering from the dorine of the philofophers ; that this oppolition’
would fubject them to great danger from private enmity,-even
where no public perfecution was denounced by the ftate; and
that they would find little protetion in that general ditbelief of
the popular theology, which is then fuppofed to have prevailed,
fince (befide that unbelievers are not ufually tolerant) the ma-
giltrates, who were alfo frequently officers of religion, were deeply
mterefted in the continuance of the eftablifhed {yftem; to which
may be added, that an ancient religion has always many votaries ¥,
and a fplendid and fumptuous religion would retain- great nume
bers partly by fafcination, and partly by interett. g. It is pro-
bable, that the ariginal teachers of ciariftianity conformed them-
felves to the inftitution which they preached to others, and con-
fequently made an eflential change in their habit of life, attended-
with a confiderable degree of felf-denial.
~ Secondly, The faét of the fufferings of the firlt chriffians is efla-
blifhed by direct teftimony, both heathen and chriftian. ‘
3. Heathen. Tacitus, who wrote about feventy years after
Chrift’s death, fpeaking of the fire which happened at Rome in’
the time of Nero, relates (Annal. 1. xv, c. 44) that this emperor,
to put an end to the report of his having ordered the city to be
fet on fire, laid the guilt, and infli¢ted the moft cryel punifhments,
upon a {et of men, who were held in abhorrence for their crimes,
and called by the vulgar chriffians. The founder of that name,
he adds, was Clriff, who fuffered death in the reign of Tiberius,
under his procurator Pontius Pilate. He goes on to relate, that
this pernicious fuperftition, thus checked for awhile, broke out
again, and fpread not only over Judea, where the evil originated,

but through Rome alfo—where a vaft multitude were appre--

hended, who were convited, not fo much cf the crime of burn-

* Hiritus, quoquo modo indudti, antiquitate defenduntur, Tac,
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Paley’s View of the Evidences of Chriftianity. 3t

ing Rome, as of hatred to mankind ;.-—'-that their {ufferings, at
their execution, were aggravqted l?y 1}1(ult and mockcry;.——thaz
fome were difguifed in the fkins of wild beafts, and worried o
death by dogs, fome were crucified, and fome fet on fire, when
the day was clofed, that they might ferve as lights to illuminate
thie night ;—that Nero lent his own gardens for thefe executions,
and exhibited at the fame time a mock circenfian entertainment,
being a {pectator of the whole ;—and that this conduét made the
fufferers pitied, fo that, though they were criminals, and deferv-
ing the feverelt punifhment, yet they were cppﬁdered as facrificed, -
not {o much for the public good, as to gratify the croelty o\f one
inan.—This happened thirty-four years atter the deach of Chriit.
— Suectonius, a writer of the fame age, fays, (Nero, c. xvi)
¢ The chriftians, a fet of men, of a new and mifchievous (or ma-
gical) fuperftition, were punifhed.”— Juvenal probably refers to
thefe executions, fat. i, v. 155. A celebrated letter of Pliny to
Trajan fpeaks of many chriftians of every age, -and of both fexess
and fays, that the conragion of this fuperitition had not only
feized cities, bur fmaller towns, and the open country. ..I*rom
the fame letter it appears, that trials were and had been going on .
againft them in the provinces over which he prefided, and that
in confequence of anonymous informations, fentin writing, many -
had been apprehended, fome of whom had died in the caufe, while
others abandoned it. This letter, and alfo a refcript of Adrian -
to the proconful of Afia, which ta!{c.s notice of tumults raifedv
againft the chriftiaus, thow, that chriftians vyere_e}fpofed to fuffer-
ings without any public profecution.—Martial ridicules the do/uz-
¢ary fufferings of the chriitians; Epictetus (l.iv, c. 7) imputes
their conftancy to madnefs, or a kind of falhion or habit; M. .
Aurelius (Medit. 1. xi, ¢. 13) afcribes it to obftinacy. , ‘
2. Chriftian. We have four hiltories of Jefus Chrift, a hiftory -
taking up the narrative from his death, for thirty years, and a
colleftion of letters written by principal agents, which atteft the .
fufferings of the witnefles of the hiftory, directly and indiredtly,
by recital, allufion, and Jdilcourfe.—Thefe books relate, that:
Jefus, the founder of the religion, wasin confequence of his un-
dertaking put to death as a malefaltor at Jerufalem;—that this .
religion was, noritbflanding, continved and widely propagated,
by his difciples ; and that Chrift foretold the perfecution of his
followers, [fee Matt. xxiv, 9; Mark iv, 7; Luke xxi, r2; John
xvi, 4.] Thefe books abound with exhortations to patience, and -
with topics of comfort under diftrefs, [fee Rom. viil, 35—37;
2 Cor.iv, §~—17; James v, 10, 11; Heb. x, 32—36; 2 Theff 3,
1—5; Rom.v, 3, 4; 1Pet.iv, 12—19] which prove, that the
circumflances of the times required patience and conftancy.—Not |
in a profefled hiftory of perfecutions, but in the courfe of a mixed
general hiftory, it is related in detail with the utmoit particularity
of names and circumftances, that Jefus commifiioned twelve per- -
fons, to publifh his gofpel, and collet difciples, in all countries ;
—that they began their work at Jerufalem, and made many con-
wverts, but met with oppofition from the jewifh magiftracy and -
priefthood, and fufiered imprifonment; that the peaple .at.lepgth.
' ' o joined *
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