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s DEDHAM, JULY 9 1800,
IR | , |
" THE citizens whe assembled at the Rev. Mr. BATES?
meeting house on Tuesday afternoon, to commemorate the
era of cur independence, highly gratiied with the eloquent,
splﬁted end pertinent address, which you there delivered,
have appointéd a committee to vresent to you thelr thanh
and to request a copy for the press. Bv a complianee mth
thie request you will enalde us to communicate such mihn\-
tion as must be pleasmg to every true American,

By order of the ommittes, . }

BersasaN FAIRVANNS, jun. Chairmun,
ERASTUS WOBTHINGTON, Esq.

— 10D €y

. HEDHAM, JULY 6, 180%
GENTLEMEN, ° ¢

I RECEIVED the thanks which you have this day
~ presented to me, with great pleasure. 1 submit the copy
which you request to your disposal. o

Genileman, I am your
devoted servant,
ERASTUS WORTHINGTON,

Capt, BLN7, mesauts,jun.%
Chairman of the Committee.




e cold ceremony o

ORATION.

h LLOW crrxznns, | o |
not é)pear in this place to perfcrm the
pronouncing a set oration, but to
speak plain truths concerning our liberties. They
who have invited me to speak on this occasion, de-
mand of me a statement of facts, which I will pre-
sentiy make; but let us first take notice of our
brave ancesturs,© It is our duty 1o commemorate
- their'sufferings and their exploits. ‘They have pro-
cured us the bl.essmgs of freedom. We will there-
fore here again make our vows to honour their vir-
tues, to transmit their fame, and to celebrate their
deeds of valour. We will here pledge oursclves £Q
defend the rich inheritance whwh they have be-
-queathed us,

It might be grateful to your feelings to recount
some of the most brilliant achievements of the revo-
lution. The commemoration of these illustrious
deeds tend to elevate the genius of the nation and
to warm our breasts with patriotism.  But as yow
have all heard so much cold harangue on this sub-
ject, I fear I could hardly make it mterestmg, you
will excuse me therefore for omitting to make this
the theme of my ebservations.

There is another subject, to which I would in-
vite your attention. It is the recent measures of
our government. In the whirlwind of inordinate
passions, neither the advocates nor the epponents of
a measure are likely to understand its real merits.
When the passions have subsided it is our duty to
review it again. It is the peculiar privilege of free-
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men to review the measures of their government,

to censure or approve them, as by experience they
are found to be impolitic, or saiutary. This prm-
lege we will now exercise. 'We will. exercise it
honestly. Let us spurn the idea; that we are de-
voted to any man, or class of men. We must ne-
ver forget our high station of freemen. To sup-
port the dignity of this station, we must freely cen-
sure our rulers when we believe they do wrong,
and warmly approve them when they do right, and
this We inust do without any regard to party. This
Will give majesty and force to our censure and ap-
probatior. I hope I am sufficiently 1mpressed wtth
these truths.

~ In making comments on the measures of gov-
ernment, 1 would gladly avoid saying any thing,
which may be offensive. I wish to have it express-
ly understood, that I do not intend to itnpeach the
imotives of a party. The liberal and elévated spirit
of republicanism teaclies us to.impute the supposed
errors -of our fellow citizens, Yo good intentions.
Our differehce of opinlon arises in a degree from
the difference in the education, and the circum-
stances of men, not from depravity of motive.

My design in notlcmg our embargo and non-1n-
tercourse system, is.to give youa concise and gen-
eral history of its operation and success. Hitherto
we have spoken only of its probable effeets. Now
I can speak of its success, as it is proved by events
which we oursclves do know, by actual experiment.

Never perhaps had a governthent to cohtend with
greater difficulties than the last congress. On the
one hand, Napoleon had commenced an attack on
our commercial rights. Our honour, our interest,
and our duty forbade an acquiescence in his anti-
commercial decrees. QOur minster at Paris had re-
m onstrated against them, and in bold and unequiv-
ocal language told the French emperor, that Amer-
ica ought not and would not submit to them. Here




Was our government pledged tv oppose the greatest
thonarch in the world. - - -

On the other hand, England hid commenced 4
similar attack. Her orders of council without be-
ing resisted would with on¢ death blow, haveé anni-
hilated our commerce. Submission to these or-
ders, would have been an abandonment of our in-
dependence. Every motive which sways the minds
of freemen, the suffering of unprovoked injuries,
the remembrance of former aggression, the fear of
British monopoly, the shame of paying tribute, yea
and the spirits of our departed heroes all called oii
the government to resist them. The administration
never hesitated for a moment to begin, in a propet
~ manner its opposition to these obnoxious orders.
Although by doing this, i¥*became bound to op-
pose another nation; which in the language of her
boasting, holds with an iroh grasp thirty millions of
the eastern people as her slaves, which makes the
islands her tributaries, and vexes both the Indies
with her maritime depredation, which insults the
Turks in the Bosphorus, attatks th= Danes in theif
capital city, anfl puts all maritime cities in fear, and
as some have said, might demolish our own towns,
and bury us in their ruins. These wete our for-
eign enemies. And in addition to them, the atl.
ministration was assailed by a powerful and enter-
prizing dpposition. This last spponent being inti-
mately acquainted with the weakness dnd foibles of
th¢ nation, stimulated by the remembrance of for-
mer defeat, eager to regain power, and well organiz-
cd in the work of opposition, was not the least pow-
erful antagonist with which the administration had
to contend. For it was easily foreseen that the
wholesome and necessary restrictions of the govern.
ment might be represented to honest men, as ty-
rannical and unjust.

With all these difficulties fully in view, undis-
mayed at the danger, self-collected, intent on the
defence of cur rights, mindtul of their awful re-
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sponsibility to this nation, and posterity, the admin.
istration first clearly ascertained our rights, and then
firmly resolved to-maintain them.
Upon mature deliberation of all the different mea-
sures which could be adopted: to repel the invasion
of our rights, the resolutnon of withholding our sup-
plies secemed the most safe and efficient. This
measute had its inconveniences. Its advocates
could not know the length ef time necessary to
produce its intended effect. 'Fhe. then future and
contingent events of Europe might either accelerate
or retard it. It was greatly to be feared that the
impati¢tnce of the people under theu‘e£r1vatmus,
would prevent a fair experiment of Ms efhcacy. A
violent and unreasonable opposition in conjunction
with other causes,” might in a great measure pre-
vent its coercive effect on those who had done us
wrong. The correctness of this measure appeareq
principally from the circumstance, that its oppo-
neats never could propose any other m~de of. re-
sistance as a substitute. Although they were urg.
ed over, and over again, to propose their own plaus,
they never did propose any which they themselves
would at last support. They were fastened on this
pomt, and tortured with the most urgent and re-
peated demands to state in a specific manner, what
ought to be donc. Itis a fact which will hereafter,
when the passions have subsided appear with a
damuing effect, that the opposition to the embargo
was not dignified, even with the pretence that any
other measure should be adopted in its place.
~With these views of their own measure, the ad-
ministration looked forward to its final result, with
the greatest solicitude, for they clearly saw the in-
trinsic dificulties with which it was attended. But
when 1n addition to all these, they found every ar-
“.5cial impediment thrown in their way they were
abtomshed
They were grieved, they were distressod, they
were agonized to see the embargo opposeu, by the
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most indefiitigable exertions of the opposition, The
pungency of their grief arose from the reflection,
that the passions dictated this oppesition, ot the
reason of men, and that its direct and inewvitable.

tendency was to 'pl‘ecrplta!e @he natioh into’ %he ca-
lamities of a war.

In the noble spirit of *tha't Greeian gemeral ‘who
said to his passionate fellow ‘genernl, * strike, but
hear me,” the- administration steadily persevered,
and bore the greatest abuse with mederation. They
constantly asserted thiat their embargo would at last
produce a favourable result; that it ‘would at -last
work on the selfish propensities of the wrong deer.

They who approved this mieasure were denoune-
ed as enemies of their country, enemies of liberty,
slaves of Franee and of Congréss. The most cut.-
ting reection of all was, that many of the mer.
chants whese particular rights were intended to be
protecied by the embarge, should be so ungratetul
as to conde&y!m it, T'hgese events have no doubt
rande-a Cdeep tmpression on your minds. The fact
that at the very moment when' we ouglt to. M
been united to oppese our fereigh enemiew, the ¢
position nnited dll their efiforts to detach the ey
zens #om: the support of their government, did s¢-
rorsly alarm you. But Jet us have the magnanial-
ty to forget 2ll these things, and pwvxde agaiust a
future and smmilar emergence, -
© Thus far alt had been struggle, debate and toil,
on the part of the administration. Now let us
look to the result of these exertions. Britain has
again conceded to America! She has promised to
rescind the orders of eouncil on the very terms
which, you demanded their repeal last August.
There 18 a general relaxation of the anti.commer-
cial decrees ; if not a total abandenment of them
as respects ourselves by both the belligerents.

Here is the reward of republican exertions, Here
is our triumph. Here may we pluck laurels, for
the head of that great man, who has so emmenﬁy
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contributed to this desired event. Now can we
enjoy the pleasing truth, that the mild spirit of de-
mocracy is compatible with that energy wwhich is
necessary to repel the attacks of our maritime foe.
I would here seize an opportunity to impress on
your minds an important truth. The success of
our system of non-intercourse has taught us, where
‘we can strike Great Britain in a vulnerable point;
where we may pierce this sea-monster to its vitals.
-+ The general alarm among the English merchants
at the loss of our trade ; the derangement which
it has caused in the system of British manufactor-
ies; the distress which it created among their
weavers and mechanics, and the final impression it
made on the British government itself, are all argu-
ments to prove this very important truth, |
That our non-intercourse has availed us more
than the employment of one hundred line of battle
ships, with the expense of fifty million of dollars,
and tweaty thousand lives! What will the advo-
cates for navies say to this, when this flood of new
evidence has busst upon them ? If they do not now
correct their opinions then are they incorrigible in.
deed ! If a time ever existed when we should em-
ploy a naval force to coerce our enemies, it was last
winter, when our rights on the ocean were invaded.
Suppose we had gone to the very extent of our
power, in building a navy and had directed all its
force tq reduce Great Britain. Would it in eigh-
teen manths, have made an impression on the haugh,
ty minister of England ? No my fellow citizens!
But it would have allured into our ports, the British
navies and tempted them to commit the same hor-
rible murders and depredations which they com-
mitted at Copenhagen. It would only have been
food for the overgrown British sea-lion to live upon.
Had our navy been all manned and equiped for ser-
vice last winter, would not the advocates for a de.
claration of war have urged its immediate employ-
ment ? Had we unde¢rtaken to contend with owr
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encmies on the ocean, probably at this time we
should be suffering the calamities of war, in addi-
tion to the cvils of an embargo, we might now be
relating some disastrous battle where our friends
were killed and country beaten.

Who will now withhold his approbation from the
administration 2 Who is here so sullen that he will
not bestow the meed of merited praise 2 Who is
here so base that he will not rejoice at the success
of his country ? '

My fellow citizens! the impression made on the
British cabinet is not the only success, which has
attended the embargo. It has gained a glorious vic-
tory over its late opponents, for our federal brethren.
now are satisfied with its final effect, although they
condemn the means necessary to produce it. tHere is
the height of our good fortune. A measure, which
uf its operation excited the most angry and boister-
ous passions, has in its result calmed them into
complacence and approbation. The republic is a-
gain united in a great national question.—The ¢m-
bargo has produced another good effect. It hasen-
gaged us in the wholesome, virtuous and truly re-
publican system of manufacturing our own cloaths,
and our own wares. If this system thus happily.
commenced be carried to its just and natural ex-
tent; it may prevent future wars, and possibly may
save our liberties. It was greatly to be feared that
the long continuance of the late state of society
would so have inspired us with the shop keeping
spirit, that our merchants would barter our liberties
for broadcloths and gewgaws.

The events of the last year show that these fears
were well founded. In point of mere pecuniary ad-
vantage, I think it no extravagant conjecture to say
that the improvement which this country is making
in the single article of Spanish wool, will in a few
years more than counterbalance all the losses occa-
sioned by the embargo. The same thing may be
fald of our cotton manufactories, J look forward

R
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to the time when it will be fashionable to date the
commencement of our manufacturing system with
the beginning of the embargo.

Some pretend that the desired adjustment of our
difficulties with the British government, relative to
the orders of council is the gffect of 2 change of
measures by the new president. Does any man be-
lieve this assertion? Can any man of reputation
look us in the face, and with a steady countenance
and composed muscle say he believes it. No!
No! The British government itself did not pretend
it. Itdid pretend however, that the last modifica-
tion of the embargo, had induced it to rescind the
orders of council, and to treat with America. = And
let 1t be observed that the last alteration of the em-
bargo was, with few exceptions, opposed by the
federalists.

- When our minister at London proposed to the
British government to repeal the embargo, on coh-
dition that Kngland would rescind her orders of
council, the reply was, that the repeal of the French
~edicts, was the onlycondition on which the British
king would rescind the orders of council. Mr.
Madison in his late message, recognized this prin.
ciple of the reply, and praises the British govern.
ment for abandoning it.  Although the English
government was pledged in the face of the world to
continue her orders, yet your non.intercourse has
driven themn from that wicked resolution. They
who pretend a change of policy by the new presi-
dent have an utter contempt for our understanding,
they know better. It-is impossible that any mah of
discernment should be deceived on this point. This
pretence of a change of policy is an attempt to di-
vert our attention from the real merits of the embar-
go, for so irresistible, so overhelming is the evi-
-dence of its success, that were men permitted to
reason upon it, and make their own decision, there
would be but cne universal sentiment on the sub-

1 cannot, in this place, omit to make oné ob-
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servation on the general character of the last admin-
gstration.  The concise review 1 have just made
forcibly obtrudes it.  Although the evidence that
the spirit and measures of the last admimstration
were correct had gradually conquered the most ob-
stinate prejudices against them. Although fanati-
cism and voluntary ignorance were at last dispelled
by the clear light of its wisdom. Although its most
determined opponents were dazzled with the blaze
of its popularity, and compelled to acknowledge it
had merits. Although the stubborn New England
temper had yielded its reluctant approbation. Still
it was said that one thing was wanting to make a
fair trial of its policy. During ordinary and peace-
able times, the genius of the administration was ad-
mirably well qualified to promote the happiness of
the nation. T'his was almost universally acknowl.
edged. But the opposition had always asserted
that the same pacific policy which was so salutary
in our day of sunshine, would be miserable in times
of turbulence and danger. Late experience has re-
futed this charge. The cvents of the last year have
proved in a manner most glorious for the adminjs-
. tration, and most fortunate for the American peaple,
that the mild and just spirit of democracy, which
viguiantly guards the exercise of power, and the mi-
nutest rights of the individual, is compatible with
energy. |
My fellow citizens? although we have made Great
Britain think it for her interest, to make us con.
cession ; it is still dangerous to think ourselves se-
cure from her future aggression. We may vei be
called on to support our government in resistance
to British outrage. I will make afew observations
on the points of dispute between this country and
- England, with this view, that you may now resolve
what part you will perform in case your support is
demanded by the government. Let us examine
these subjects of dispute now ; that artful men may
not, at the very time eur personai assistance is want-
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ed withdraw it from the government. I menticii
the case of impressed seamen ; because the modest
poor uniriended sufferers seldom make us hear
their complaints. We are not republicans if we do
not feel an attachment to our fellows, and sympa-
thize with their sufferings. Let us consider the
enormity of che injury done the impressed seaman.

'I'be approach of the king’s armed ships is many
times more terrible to the American seaman, than
the whiriwind or the storm. When the British offi-
cer boards a merchant ship to search for hands, he
calls all the crew on deck, selects the most hardy
and enterprizing, takes him by the collar, forces
him on bourd Lis own vessel and invites him to en-
list, and on rcfusal puts him in chains, throws him
into a dark and pestilential hole, there starves and
torments him.  On the second trial the savage com-
mander who impressed him, on refusal to enlist in-
flicis his cruel stripes on the bare flesh of his vic-
tim. ‘{'he unfortunate seamen through pain and
hunger is obliged ta engage in the king’s service,
and 1s thus obliged to fight for that very power
which so cruelly oppresses him, and for all this, he
may receive the uncertain and pitiful reward of six
pence per day.

‘Thus is an American citizen torn {from his fam.
ily, his friends, and his country, lost to liberty,lost
to the endearments of home, lost to the pleasures
of convivial mirth. In despair of regaining his lib-
erty, ridiculed for his attachment to freedcm, me-
naced with blows and perpctual bondage the unfor-
tunate suflerer many times, in the agony of his griefl
implores his tormentors to throw him into the o-
cean. It is of mo avail that the unfortunate man
cries out ¢ I am an American citizen!”? It is of
no avail; that he produces a certiiicate of his citizen-
ship ? T'he savage monster who commands him will
probably enough, 1n a vulgar manner peculiar to
himself, damn the protection and throw it into the
sea. It 1s of no avall that he declares himself 4
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freeman, and exempted by the laws of nature and
nations from impressment. Here do we see the life
and liberty of an American citizen depend ori the
caprice of a British sea-ofhicer (mauy times a mere
barbarian) from whose decision there is no.practlcal
appeal.  Shall not the voice of the républic be rais-
ed in favour of these men? Shall they be left to the
mercy of a British press gang, when they generous-
ly risque their lives, to bring us the luxuriés of the
foreign world? Does the tar which covers them,
shield them from our pity ? They are the most gen.
erous hearted fellows alive. They love their friends
and their country with a noble sincerity. Thou-
sands of these men are now wasting their lives on
board British men of war, who were they here t6
day with us, would make their offerings to the God
of liberty, with as much enthusiasm as we do. Pre-
sident Adams has nobly defended the rights of sea-
men to be exempted from 1mpressment. It is a
pleasmg reflection that his voice appears to be dis-
tinctly heard on this subject, cmd likely to producea
unanimity of séntiment.
I notice a fact relative to Brmsh depredation on
our carrying trade the record of which for the hon-
our of my country, I wish was blotted from her an-
nals. In the year 1805, American merchants with-
out any distinction of party in all the most consid-
¢rable towns in the United States, implored con.-
gress to defend them against these encroachments ;
and pledged themselves to support any measures,
which the government might see fit to adopt to op-
pose them. Last winter we saw a strong propen-
sity in the minds of some men, to justify these very
encroachments, which they had before unequivo-
cally condemned. At the very time that it was ex-
pected that these men would regard their plighted
hounour, ai:d contribute their share to the support of
government in repelling encroachments on our
cominerce. Manv of them treacherously withdrew
their support.  There is a warning fo us in this.
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"The admonition is, Americans never do so again !
Despise him who would make you violate your
fa2ith. Now in your cool moments deliberately
make up your opinion and adhere to it in opposi-
non to the wicked suggestions of party men.

1 introduce ‘these subjects because it is our duty
to examine them. I should not dare to amuse you
with the trifles of a flowery address. I know you
have a mgher object than such amusement. ~As
men and citizens we must on every proper aqcca-
sion, inquire into the measures of our government.
The more we know ourselves the iess capable are
desugnmg men of imposing upen us.

There are men among us who scoff at our preten-
sions to capacity to judge for ourselves. They
say, with a sneer, ‘‘the people fine legislators in-
deed ! Much do they know !”” This is still the cant
In many circles. The idea of our incapacity is so
rivetted in some mmds, that we must with the ma-
jesty of true sovereigas tell these men that we do
not want their services. We will not be laughed
out of our opinions. But to support the dignity of
the character of freemen we must continually make
inquiries into public measures, and into our nation-
al and individual rights. Should we neglect our

ublic duties, others will indeed perform them
t?or us ; but they will pay themselves most gener-
ously for their services, and at our expense; they
will soon make themselves lords and aristocrats, and
then we poor underlings must bend the knee to
them if they do but nod at us.

“ I was born as free as Cazsar so were you, we
all can endure the winter’s cold as well as he.”
This 1s the spirit that must be alive within us,
Should we become ignorant, they who direct their
conscicnces in spiritual things, would invent a hell
~out ol which they will not pray our souls without a
fee. The imprccations against antichrist which you
have probably heard a thousand times from
the spot whereon I stand, should at least remind
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you of the corruption of which the Humian mind s
susceptible even under the special commission o
be ambassadour of God. It is your knowledge ad
good sense which makes the Amefican clergy viod-
est and virtuous men. - |
ft is said that there will be an aristocricy of tat-
- ents and wealth and experience, eveh in a free coun-
try : then let us waich that there be not an aristoc-
racy of power. Men of aristocratical propensities,
by boasting that they have more knowledge and
more experience do many timiés put down plamn
honest men. ¢ I cannot tell what you or other men
think, but ds for my single self 1 had as lives not
be as to live in fear of such a thing as myselt,”
This is a mottag for Americans, |
That man who believes that a particular class of
men possess more knowledge dnd integrity than
dny other desctiption of men mdy very honéstly en- -
deavour to throw all power into the hands of that
supposed righteous order. This I fear is the dé-
sign of many citizens, who are honest ifi their ifi-
tentions. I know it to be the avowed wish of somie.
- Who are they who compose this imaginary arié-
tocracy of talerts and virtue.  Rich mherchants,
lawyers, priests. These men it i4 true have teip-
tations to wish for a concentrgtion of power and
knowledge in a few hands. Their honesty add
firmmess does no doubt entirely overcome it in m:
ny instances. That good comnmon sense and hon.-
est independénce of mind, which without an altar,
without a sacrifice, and without a conféssor catties
a man directly to heaven and his God makes the
priest a mere adviser and friend. | |
'ThHe more people feel their incapacity to take
care of their souls and their property, the more né-
cessary it is, to call for theassistance of lawyers and
priests, and consequently the greater the fees which
they can command. 1 .iope you will not misun-
derstand me. 1 do not speak against any order of
men. I do highly respect the American clergy-
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men, they are the guardians of morals, and reli.
gion. I only advise you to watch their conduct not
to oppose them.
~ Some may call this mere declamation. Would
my sense of propriety permit me to take an oath op
the occasian, I should dare uader that sqle*nmty
to affirm to you the sincerity of my opinion. I .
speak of things which you yourselves do know,
and which 1 have heard with my own ears, and
judged by my own understanding. The great in-
fluence of lawyers in the administration of our laws,
and government calls for your most vigilant' atten- -
tion. I make exceptions to the general rule when
| say that the very employ ment of an attorney does
some how or other, disqualify an ordinary mind for
the business of legislation. It tends to eradicate
from his breast that delicate sensibility for the
- rights ofman, and that respect for modest merit
whxch is the arnament of a legislator, and which you
ought to demand in a republican ruler. Lawyers
are employed in the government, nat because they
better understand the principles of legislation, not
because they have more liberal views, for the reverse
is frequently the case, but because they are more.
acquainted with the forms of administration.

I would contrive a way to make you feel the glo-
ry of being free. . You hayeng doubt feltita thou-
sand times. What would now be our condition
had Britain fastened a yoke on our necks? Some
of us would be on board the floating prisons of Eng-
land contributing to establish her maritime domi-
nation. Some of us would be in the royal army,

‘The rest of us might stay at home, and cultivate
ihis the king’s sail. But then three days in a week,
at least, should be obliged to work for king George,
Every time we drank a little beer or cider, we
should be taxed for if. Kvery time we warmed
our rooms with a fire, or illumined them with g
candle, we should be taxed for it, Every time
we made a note, deed or any written obligation

























