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MR SAMUZL WILLARS,
S,

THE Committee of Arrapgements for the celebration of the
 dirthday of out mational Independence, in the name, and at the unanimens
fequest, of their fellow citizens assembled on this occasion, express to yon
b high satisfadtion they have received from the excellent oration delivered.
by you this day, and solicit the favor of a copy for publication,

JORN ABBOT,
CHARLES COFFIN, g Coanuysss.
BFNJAMIN HASEY.

Lrwiwich, 48 iy, 18085
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Bruuwict, Yuly 6, 1805,
GENTLEMEY,

THE approbation of the wiie and good is an odjet of Jauda-
dle ambition. Ifthis attempt has been in any degree fuccessful, I am richly
itewarded. A copy ef the address accompanies this nots,

With high respect, 1am, Gentlemsn,
Your obcdicat and humble fervant,
‘BN ARRGT, Ling. Pref. SAMUEL WILLARL:

Cuaxris Corniyn,
SuixngamiN Haszr, £5Qse,
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FELLOW- CTTILANS,

HAPPY were our fathers and elder
brethren, aho on the moming of our political day
firft entered “he smiling field.  All was then beauty,
Rovelty, and splendor. On every fide flowers and
- early fruits were {5 richly diffused, that seleGtion was
the only labor required in prepar'ng the most sump-
tuous entertainment. Far different is the task of him,
you har:appointed to provide on this occasion. Stu-
dious to please, he has wandered thro garden, field,
and forest, in search of something new and entertain-
ing. But all to no effe®. The flowers have already
bee plucked, or taey have fallen to the earth ; and
the fruits, that appeared so fair in the bud, are pow
wihered!

The memory of past joys affords at best a meia.-
choly pleasure, and departing glory casts a fhade be-
hind. How then fhall we review those scenes, that
once shed lustre and happiness oa this our natal day ?
How shall we look backward witbout blushing, or for-
ward without trembling ? The virtues of our politi-
cal fathers were once our boast ; but they are now be-
come cur reproach. What then is to be done ? Shall
weconsign them to oblivion ?  Gratitude forbids.
No; oft, as the sun performs his arnual circuit, let us
assemble, and pay our tribute to the memory of those
patriots, whom we have not virtue te imitate. Let us, -
unfold their charaters. Let us follow them thro ev-
ery trying scene, and obscrve their manly spirit, their
patience, their courage, and thzir ardeat love of coun-
try ; and if possible, let us kindle in our own bosoms
the flame of emulation.

Here might i pause, and for a few moments give free
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scopeto your wi thoughts. Words would im-
m,mmm All the circumstances of the
revolutionaty war are familiar to you. You know
the beginming, the progress,.andthe ev-nt ; the labors
and suffesi e ements and the hopes,
thedefeats and the triumphe.  These things you have
- often’ traced in history, and you have seen them dres-
sedin all the cliarms of poetry.  To _ celebrate the
praises of your hzroes has been a favdfite t4ik of ‘e

d, who hay:gxerted all tho;pewetsiof art in adom-
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yeut hearm contigtally vibgpicd betweed fope and
 + feat, joy. and griek.- : At his fears you were alarmed ;
-at-his. dangers you; trgmbled 3. for his'suffeninys yc
wept ; in his triumphs you exulted: hile in  his
artless manner he described battles and sxeg::s,' you
. heard she groaps of the dying, and:saw rivers of blood
-ﬁb@f"mw’ M‘g‘#‘tﬁ% what can yeu cxpelt

- o desire from.. me ?. My warmast. cloquemce would

a0t do justice 40 yaur feelings; ... | ..

RIS | e A L s
. Tive objett of our contest waste obtain an equal and

- just governmint, not to gais savage hiberty. Accord- !
ingly the atteniion of the American citizens was carly
dire@ed .to the fermasiog of S!J_Ch‘ constitutions, as |
would be most likely to secuze the rights, they hadso |

‘nobly defunded. - This was no gasy tazk. Almost ev-

erv person’ had scme peculiar predjudice ; and politi- |
ca) predjudice, especially when bailt ‘ou self-interest |
is not easily removed. Most were jp favor of a demo.-

cratic form of goverument with a mixtyrc of aristo-
- tdeve  Youa kave [centhe refult, :

5 We have seeni the condJuctof onr fathersmthe field
-of batde.. Let ys: now follow them to a calmer scene. |
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“fho wemust admjre the form and subst tance of
eut federal constitution, we can not think, that every
aﬁlc!e was founded on the immutable ground of | jus-
tice. Much was the effe of concessicii. Hence we
mzy ook for continual change. Thofe, who,
td saye. their country from anarchy and civil war}*
have sacrificed some of their own most valuable
nghts,may now appcal to the modesty. as well as jus-
tite of their opponents, for an amendment of
thosearncles, that were built on such unreasonable
concessions, as none but extortioners would have had
afface to require, and none but patriots would have
consented to grant.  On the other hand, it may be ex-
pﬁd, that nzvoid of the septiments of justice

pmousm, who have already-enriched themselves
arroganceard assnmpnon,wxll attempt change after
u!l every vestlg\. of equity be erased.

* The government of this State and that of the Unit.

‘ed States, are similar in their general constrution.--

‘Were I permitted to give an opinion, 1 would sy,
they are both too aristocratical. = If they had been
more republican, they might have been more stable

* and more produ&ive o) hay ppiness. The voice of the

people should be distir:Ciy heard, and their power
should be easily felt. A little aristocracy may be ad-

mitted, but it should i« used, as ailoy. Democracy
is the pure gold. g

Letus for a few moments contemplate the most a-

- ristocratical feature in our constitutions, and we shall

be struck with its ugliness. I refer to the mode of e-
le&ting the high officers : viz. the federal representa-
tives, the governor, lieutenant governor, and senators
of the Commonwealth. Wkhien the people arc requir-
ed tovote immediately for these, a fatal blow is given
to republicanism ; and tho the form semains, it is o
dead carcass, worse than nothing.

The great body of the people, consists of jarmers
and mechanics, who, if mduatnous, are fixed to one
spots and whose acquaintance is generally confines
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to their own town. Within these narrow limits their
acqua:ntance may be intimate. They have many op-
portunities for knowing the chara@ers of tkeir fellow
townsmen. _Beside their private connexions as neigh-
bors, they all meet several times a  year, to transact
their public business ; and in all well regulated towns
they every week assemble in the relation: of brethren,
to pay their acknowledgments to the common Father
of mankind. In some of these various scenes, a man’s
true charaller is generally unfolded to the observiag

cye.

Here thenis the field, where the people might dis--
play their invincible power. Here they mighta& -
with courage and independence. If they would be
content within their fortress, their persons, and their
rights; would be seciré from all invasion ; from open
vielence and secret fraid. But the moment, you send
the people into the unknown world, to vote for a civ-
ii ruler ; when you send them to enquire of any body
and every body, “ Who is the suitable candidate
that moment you subje(t them to the vilest imposition ;
you make them slaves of invincible despots ; you turn
them out blindfold to fight with tygers and scorpions.
How much better it would be for the people in these
instances to vote by proxy! How much would it
contribute to their safety, and how little would it de-
rogate from their majesty ! In the concerns of pri--
vate life, from the most trivial to the most important,
we use the services of others without diminishing.
their dignity, or loosing the reputation of prudence.
A person unacquainted with merchandise, employs a
judicious agent.  In sickness we do not rashly pre.
scribe our own medicine, nor in the intricacies of law
do we disdain, or fear to entrust an able advocate.

In almost every villagg are two or three persons of
integrity and extensive acquairtance. Frem these the .
people might choese clectors, who should meet, and
give their vote for the ofticer to be choserr. Then ail
wonld be sate.  ‘Then the people would be the origin
of power, Then they would be the main wheel in the
the qreat political machine, giving direction,. as well.
2s motion, to xll the rest. Theii veice would be an
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infallible decree. If they wished for able and virtu.
ous rulers, they might easily have them by appointing

sle_ _ors of the same character,

The present mode of electing most of our civil of.

ficers, is, as observed before, the very essence of aris-

tocracy. The people are the nominal voters, but they
are mere tools. Their hands, their feet, and perhaps
their hearts, are called into exercise, while their heads
are neglected and despised. Like puppets, they move
and -speak, as directed by a few managers behind
thecurtain.* As they cannot act independently in the
cheice of Governor, Lieutenant Gevernor, senators,

and federal representatives, they form such- a habit of
blind - submission, that they will not use their own rea-
son and judgment, where they might, in the choice of
their town representatives. 7 |

But this high seasoned aristocracy, is sweet to the
taste of the people. It is the last thing, they would re-
linquish. The power of giving their immediate vote
for all their civil officers they consider the ensign of
their sovereignty. On the day of election equality
takes place thro all orders. Then you may see those

® Whence arife thefe expreflions ? Not from contempt of the pecple, but
from indignation againft the ariftocrats, who thus abufe and infult them,
The farmers and mechanics of New-England are refpe@able, very refpetta-
ble, in general well educated, and very capable of governing themfelves, it
they were not required to vote for men, with whom they haveno acquaint-
ance. A person may aave talents and learning enough to make him a legis-
lator, and at the fame time he may not be qualified to vote for Governor. To
procede underftandingly in this eletion, he mult be acquainted with char-
ackers ; and, to obtain 2 general acquaintance with men, the farmer and the
mechanic muft leave their farms and their fhops, and fpend their time in ram-
bling over the ftate : they muft ceafe to be farmer and mechanic and inftead
of being, what they new are, the fupport and ornament of fociety, they
muft hecome idle vagabonds, It is an honor to the grea: body of the people

to fay, that they are not general!{ acquainted with men. Itis the fame, as

to fay, they are induftrious, they keep at home, and mind their own bufinefs
The conclufion is, that with our prefert mode of election the people do not
and cannot a¢t independently. They mult vote,a: an unknown Somebody
dire@s. FExperience agrees with ‘this theory. The people have become
mere inftruments of election. Thisistruth ; it is a folema truth, aud, if
any deny it, lethim lay his hand on his heart, and anfwerthefe queftions :-—
“ How is it, in eur electiens there is nodivifion, except what arifes from gen-
% eral politics ? Is it becuufe all the people are acquainted with every cardi-
® date ? or, becaufe general orders are given from heud quarters, and the

- % people are fo well difciplined, as to yield cheerful obedience ! How hap-

¥ pened it, that in 1804,all thefe, who for three years had thought Mr.
& Gerry the beft man for Governor, dcferted him, and with the unagimity of
® bees, fwarmed around Mr. Sullivan " If thefe things cau be reconciled
'with the independence of the people, | will retrac every thing L have fud,

—
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who can neither write nor read, struttinrg off to meet-
ing with all the pride of self-importance, while each
has a soliquy, like this : * [ am a great'man, I vote
«¢ for governor. My vote may turn the mighty bal-
ance of the state.”

Here is a fine tune te be re-echoed by the insidious
demagogue.  Vanity is the weak side of the
ple. Let the ambitious flatter them, and
they will lovehim. Let him pay them “the homage of
his high respects,’”” and he will be esteemed a patriot
and a christian, while he tramples on the laws of God
and the rights of man.

'We have seen one grand defect in our constitutions ;

- but still they are better, than could be expected a-

mid the violent collisions of interest and predjudice.

 One man of wisdom may form a beautiful theory of
government, but the great difficulty is to make ethers

concur in the adoption and support of his plan. An

instrument of ten thousand strings, cannot be tuned
by man. Ifit couldit would require an angel to play

uponit. Beneath a mortal hand the most jarring dis-
cords would soon arise.

Division haslong been our unhappiness and re-
proach. It first appeared in relationto foreign coun-
tries. Injuries create aversion ; favors attachment.
We were no sooner weaned from our mother Eng-
land, than we ran to the arms of France. = She re-
ceived us with apparent affection, and beguiled us in-
to the most extravagant fondness. It was long es-
teemed a mark of Patrietism to hate England and love
France. The wise and discerning early saw, which
was the more worthy of hatred. They saw thro the
policy of France, and wiere effectually cured of their
fondness. Tho this alienation was the temporary sal-
vation of our country, it made such a schism, as may
never be closed. After France had opposed all favor-
able terms of peace between us and Great-Britain ;
after she had sent her ministers hither to spit in the
face of &fFour government ; after she had laid her ra-
pacious hand on millions of our property ; the attach-
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meat of many remained the same, and they were ready
to curse every one, who discovered the least emotion
of resentment. Ha p‘pil')' for us the majority of the na-
tion were not then blind to the danger, nor submissive
to insult. Happily for us we at length sscaped the
embraces of her, who, toshow the ardour of her af-
fection, has sucked the heart’s blood of all her lovers.

As every warm climate is fruitful in venomeus rep-
tiles ; so everdree government nourishes a faction, to
bite and sting her own sons. We have always had
a faction in our country. At firstit was a worm in
the dust, but it is now a flying serpent. It was some
time, before it rose so high, astoaim its impoifoned
sting at the heart of our political savior. At the heart
of Washington !* Every drop of patriotic blood, ev-
ery drop of human blood, curdles at the thought! And
yet to the astonishment of earth and heaven, this ser-
pent has completely charmed the people, and seems
ready to devour them.

Variety of opinion is an unavoidable consequence
of human imperfection.  Different men have differ-
ent degrees of light from the brightness of the meri-
dian sun to the feeble rays of a star beneath a veil of
clouds. Some are in total darkness where the purest
white appears black.

Erroneous opinions, that have no effect on practice,
should be viewed with indulgence. If your neighbor
affert, that the earthis a large plain, and that the sun
actually rises and sets, you may smile at his weakness,
but you ought not to quarrel with him. The er-
roris very harmless, But some opinions are so ev-
idently false and wicked, as to have no claim ¢~ char-
ity. For instance, should a person maintain, that 1t 1s
no crime to invade your property, your life,your bed,
or ycur reputation, charity towar:! bim would be in-
excusable, There isno such thing, as neutrality, ia
thecasz,  You must either embrace, or rejet with
abliorence.

Scme erroncous political opinions now provalentin
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this coontry are eniitled t-v candor. ¥ur example, it
is possible, that an honest man mav velieve the
present adminbistration moré juft, economical, mag-
nanimous, or even more republicaa, than the former.
Some very horest men have denied their owa exis-
tence.

A few centuries ago the Pope, who pretanded to
e the humble follower of Him, that said, « My king-
‘dom is not of this world,” assumed universal author-
ity and absolute pewe: cver the empires of men.
VWhom he would he set vp, and whom he would he
put down. He brought the greatest sovereigns of
£urcpe, to hold his stirrup, and made them literally
kiss his feet. Yet many homest christians believed
him meek 2nd humble. While he carried on the most
bloody perzecution against all, who dared to #ink
differently frem himself, they fancied, they saw tears
of ccmpassion roll from his fatherly eyes.” Tho he
boldly transgressed every article of the sacred con-
stitution, ‘aese honest men still believed him a good
chryiiar. Human narure is the same in every age.
Czu we then wonder at any thing, that has Yately hap.
peres in our own courtry ! Is it strange, that good
heoast republicans should be earnestiy engaged in
susport of the greatest despots ? It may be strange,
br.t it is not impossibie.

Candor however does not forbid us to lament this
detusion. An honest manis tiie most powerful agent
in a bad cause. His sincerity renders him a&ive and
zeaious, and his reputation for igtegrity gives him in-
fluence. o

The most upright are frequently most liable te im.
position. Conicious of no wish to deceive,they fear no
deception. Hence they too often judge men by their
professions without paying any attention to their
conduct. 1faman tell them, he is theis friend, they
require no proof but his ward,

_ This want of just suspicion gives the artful, the de.
s.gning, and the false, great advantage. A person of
real meri:, who is every day proving luis uprightness
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and benevolence by valuable services stands no chance
against the boasting villain. Thefe bonest people
want some stronger proof of friendship, than mute
actions can afford.

The man, whor« head has beea iurned grey by anxi-
ety for his country ; whose body is covered with
wounds reccived in cefending her rights, is neglected,
because he has not brass enough to trumpet his own
praises ; while the new bern patrist arises, lets dythe
arrows of calumny, and groclaims his own ¢ love for
the people,” hig * republicanism,” his ¢ economy,”
¢ magnamimity,” and ° virtue,” and is immediately
embraced.

Hitherto we have observed nothing in the people
but honest credulity, and for this we ought to make
the moft candid allowance. But—when we are teold,
that civil rulers have no concern with the duties of
the Christian cr the man ; and that the public teach-
ars of religion have no right to preach zzainst the vi-
ces that are encouraged by the favorites of the people ;
nor even to warn their hearers against the pernicious
effe@ts of bad example ; our blood runs cold. Never
was so much poison celleGted withia se small a com-
pass. Already we see its malignant effets. Already
has itwept away its thousands and tens of theusands,
and the contagion is rapidly spreading. When will
the plague be stayed !

That the minifter of religion cught both by exam.
ple and precept to recommend geod order, obedience
to magistrates, and respe for the constituted autho-
rities, will be denied by none ; it is aninjunion of
the gospel. Perhaps he ought never in the desk to
speak of the charaters or'measures of administration,
except when they evidently affe® religion. So the
child is commanded to henor his parents ; and tho by
sheir vices they may forfeit their title,still he isobliged
to treat them with all the tenderness,respect, and sub-
mission, consistent with f delity to others. But, when
he sees bis dearest friends, his brothers and sisters imi-
sc.ing the bad example of his parents, blindly follow-
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ing the road to destruction, must he still be siiens 2
must he still palliate ? Humanitr fzrbids.  The laws
of heaven forbid. These cases ¢ similar, but differ
in extent. The vices of 2 pa~+31 may ruin a family ;
those of a ruler corrupt a2 na:’5n.  The wicked pa-
rent is like a lonely cotrage o1 fire.  The vicious ru-
ler is an inflamed towerin aciy.-

The relation of politics and religion is like that of
the body and soul. When the anima! body is detroy-
ed by violence or disease, the soul arises to superior
worlds. So when the body poiitic 1s cerrupted, reli-
gion flies from the abodes of men. To say thean, that
the clergyman has nothing to do with the religious
character of civil rulers, is just as reasonable, as to
say, that he has no concern: wich the bodies of men,
that he bas no right to relieve corporal distress,

" . net even to rescac 2 victim from the robber’s knife.

- "Who laid these restrictions en the gospel minister ?
~ Certainly not He, who so often commissioned his
" yrophets to reprove the unprincipled kings of Israel
aad Jsdzh.

In the choice of rulers it is equally wicked and im-
prudent to disregard religious qualifications. Where
the eye of common sence is not blinded by the im-
penctrable veil of prejudice, the imprudence cf such
conduct will immediately be seen. Itis an eternal

truth, that
“ A foe to God was ne'er true friead to Man,

We have indeed been told, that ¢ the werst men
make the best husbands ;*’ and we have lately heard,
that * bad men make good rulers.”” Bat the ruin of
many indivicuals and communities prov:ss both these
maxims to be detestable falshoods. ‘fThey are twin
monsters, the offspring of villany and credulity. Is
a man dishonest in private life, what security can vou
have of hisintegrity in public? Will he be restrain-
ed by fear? or by the principle of honor ! Certainly
ot by fear. Knavery in private dealings is more lia-
blz to detection, than in public matters. Lvery
man’s eyes are fixed on his own interest. Here he
is watchful, amd cua hailly be deceived. Butit is
not toin the afairs of state.  The people, who ure

N R e
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most concerned in the integrity of administration and
who must be the guardians of their own rights, are lia.
ble to the grossest imposition. Many state matters
are so intricate, that the people cannot understand
them. Here the villain may satiate his desires with-
out apprehension of danger-

But it may be said, that every public officer is cal-
led to an account for all his condud, especially when
public property is concerned. This was formerly the
case in our country, but it isnot sonow. Was Mr,
Jefferson called to an account for the fine he remit.
ted? Was he called to an account for the nolle
proscqui in the case of Duane ! Was he called to
answer for the thirty-two thousand dollars expended
on the Berceau? Did not the friends of Mr. Jeffer-
son rebuke the curiosity of the faithful representa-
tives of the people, and resirain them from ammg a-
ny questions with regard to the e\:perxdlture of so
large a sum of their constituents’ money ? Now,
supposing it had been possible for Mr. Jefferson to
cherish any unworthy desires, say, whether he might
not safely gratify them, when he saw, that his friends
were so irmly attached to him, and had such un
wavering confidence in him, that they would never
suffer him to be questioned with reza-d to his mest im.
portant transactions ?  In order to derive security from
the mutual checks of the different branches of govern-
ment, you must be sure to have the majority infle exibly
upright ; and to obtain this majority, you must make
it your fixed principle never to ele@ to a public of-
fice a man, who is not honest, upright, and faithful,
in his private dealings.

That a sense of honer will be a safeguard of the pub.
lic interest, is too weak to need refutatien. The hon-
or, thatis not built on the immoveable foundation ®f
morahty and religion, is the very worst principle of
action. It permits, yea it prompts the political knave-
to sacrifice the good of the wlole to the interest of
his party.  So ‘the high-wayman is obliged by the
most refined sense of honor to be faithful to his clan,
w hile he is at war with all the rest of the world.
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- Enough has bzen faid of the imprudence of over-
looking the moral character or a candidate for office.
Less would have been sufficient, but unhappila large
proportion of our fellow-citizens can be met on ne
oiher ground. Policy and self-intereft are tie only
arguments to be used with persons, who have no re-
ligion. But for men of enlarged views, refined senti-
ments, and noble desires ; for those, who be'ieve in
the existence of a Superior Being, to whom man is
accountable ; we have another argument, infinitely
more woichty, than any derived i{rom policy. As
surely,as God Gcliohts in virtue, for zvery mari of ap-
probation, we beftow on iiic caemiesof virtue and e
ligion, we must give an account on the day of judg-
ment. Hc thatin political election prefers the bad to
the good stebs at the heart of his country, and in the
eye of the great Guardian of nations will be consider-
ed a traitor ani parricide.  But this is not ail. He
takes the most direct step to subvert, if it were possi-
ble, the empire of Christ.. Let him then blot from
his prayers these two petitions ; “ Thy kingdom corne.
Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven.” Does
he shudder at this impiety ? How much more should
he tremb'e at the thought of insulting heaven with
such hyrocritical pztitions ! -

Is vice a piant so rare and valuable, that it must be
cultivated ? Isit not a useless and pernicious weed,
that nas already overrun the face of the earth, and
corverted the garden of Godinto a wilderness ? And |
w.ll you ftill spare it ? Will you nourifh it with rich-
¢s and honors ? No ; pluck it up, and tread it under
feet, as equally vileand detestable. If we have any
sincere love for our country, let us be virtuous ; izt us
be reiigious ; and let us do every thirg in the power cf
love and hatred, to reform the morais of our people.
If we succeed, all our exerticns will be richly compen-
sated ; & should we fail ; should our politiczl building
that is now reeling over our heads, fall, and bury us
in its ruins ; still we shall not be forgotten ; every drop
of our blood will be numbered, and recorded in heav-

€n. o
Frinis,




