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TtJ the Honorable J 0 U N HAN C 0 e x; 
l~fiH ~lajol·-General of the ~~1ilitia of 
i'laffilCb1tj~ttJ-BfI,y, and Prefident of the 
A l\·t E It I C .\ NCO ~ G It. E 5 S. . 

l.Jtly it plcaj',] your lIo11or, 

ri 11 E follovving Dilcour~e, I beg 
leave to prefent yuu, hoping, 

ho\vever tinall and trifling, jn itfelf con .. 
fidered, yet fince offered in token of 
l'cfpctl: and regard for your I-loner, that 
it \V il! not be rejected. If not the e~e
cution, yet the goodnefs of the defign . 
herein, ,vhich ,,'as to juftify to an jfn-

" 

'" u,..,: . ; ':.,.~ I' \'i () " f (l t'l'''' l' 0 1-11 (r" 0 t'" t 1, e R 1 0'11 t ' jI t lA, ~ • , • .., , • l '-.... .'.., ,., l ~ ..... 
\..# L' 

LI()l"" 1"\1·· ... 1)',· t 1,,,') (')'}" ;f,\ 'J'" IC)O ""\I("--REi~ ,"(., .r. \.!·,~'L,-L. .• '., Ij~. ,J'J 4.J Il/:· IJ Ll J ..L ",-,7 .\.Ju, 
'.J n ~ J ,. ~ ( () ') ~"' ; .) , ; \,.. ; ~ 1 ,.J ~ ~ -- ~ '1 ,. ; ';) '~Y t h l·I·(~ (~~ 0 1 0 -'"' ~ e a t, l .4 '-'. I .. 60.. ,. ' •• '.' , t. l. . l '-." . ~ t.1 4 b ' . -......A • "L,i i .• 

• :, 1'1)'. I 'l /' '/. / J' .. ., ./. J '~, J J' '} ,I, ~ I ,I> ,'~ ," a ,. I,} f ':11 \'" 1- ) r I 
(l '-~ I ! I , I, Lt 'j \ ; l . \. • tf A... 1 1-' "L ~, .''' .... , 

,', · ... D f·· 
t '·'~'1· 'll' ,,~.,~":) ~[""""') •. ';"''\!'Jt1''11'j(r in f) ,r.:..('~t(·'l~l()rl 
• J ""-. j ... , ... ,.' J,~... ..,) J } , '- , "" l .t. b ! 1. ... ~ 1.... ,.~ J. \.,... , ... \. J 

., I' r • • 
ttl rn~~K~ u:c Cl your n:.nne to gn'e ItJ. 

..1~'ll·l·{;·r·,,""-: "'/");'1· Z("llU'l-: U})1'1- 0'1 '14 f'\~ldea, -'-.' ~ .... .I.' '- J' j.. 10.'. J .. \.. i\.....), "::, II ow __ .1. 

VOL) to (~l\ :.:~' y::·ur country fron1 tyranny 
fInd ()T' - 4\4 .~) ~" '1 t'''l-'""'\ '1-1 fl·,,,, \9" )- • ., "1'·' ~t l·tl:-,n, -It ... ., .. . t' 1 ) ;. I~ '1 .. '"" ~ , . V J.. 1. ~ l ',-4 \ " J .. l \., . ~ E 1 " 
Ai. 

J1)ay fca~(JrlaLly be ('xpcctC'd, ,yjll.~evcr 
'f ) ~~: r(,) f· (.'f ( ,t· ten (~ -1· f , Ii {.~ U " 1 t· f." .... ';" .. #, r d f • ,-l by' .... J I 1 I: .. , . .J " , r ~ . tJ J. '- \ \t \,.-, \,.., t, I , 

, • ., ,. , 'To) ~ 1 1 (~ " r~!' 
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bleffing a.ccompanying Iht?ll1 and the 
ftrenuou3 exertions of the CONGRESS, 
and all other Patriots, may Ltn1eJ'ica toon 
emerge from her prefent depths of \,'oe, 
rife and fhine diHinguiihed anlong the 
nations of the ea-rth, and continue,l\'hat 
fhe has bp.en d~clared, "l:?ree and lllt/e ... 
pendent ," tiU time fhall be no lllore. 
That every needed good. may be your 
portion ,,,hile you live, a~nd that, fince 
bleffed' \vith an affiuent fortune, and a 
liberal foul, you lnay continue, " to do 
!food, and be rich ill rroo.-! 1J..'or kr ," fa" I arl'//[t b ,,) .. , J 

1Ip in flare for your/elf a good.f;;l/ iliatioll 
6gaiJ!fi the t':nle to C0I11f, that YOlt nlay 
thell lay hold OJI elerna/life," . 

is the earnell prayer of 

,y'" our 1-1011or'5 

Nor,~b,?r,ugh, 
()tt. I it. 

110ft obedient 

l\nd huu!b!c Servant, 

PEI'Elt WI-lITNEY, 
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1ft. Book of King's, XII Chlp. 16 V crfe. 

" So 7.v/Jcn aI' 1ji'acJ [trw tbat the King hcar~
cncd 'lot ZIIlto them, tbe People IlJtjiL'C,.·cd 
tbe !(iflg, jayillg, wbat portioll havc "lve ill 
Da':'i!!, 11(iL/.~cl·1.1a~e 'Zuc i7!I]el·it~fltCe ill tlJI! 

SOlt of' ]l:f[c : to your tents, 0 Iji'ncl : fZOW. 

. Jt:c to rbille 07.1.1IJ h{)ufe, David." 

T HE Indcpendf11ce of the North
A Inericall Colol!iep, is a lll,ltter of 

grc~t inlportance,and has been the iubje~ 
or luuch di(pute ~:nd ij)eculation in times 
pan. 1'he debate is now c1cl(ld, refpeet-.. 
ing this grand point ; for, after 111uture 
deliberation, the); '-:;erican Congrcfs, 11C· 

ceffita ted thereto by t.he wanton, cruel, 
and unprovoked condnt1 of the king and 
parliament ofGn.:.at-Britain, have declared 

, theft-Colonies totally In(~~ptnd('nt on, and 
lJ neon n cercel with t lla t 51 a tt", an d n o,y 
111t'~11~. to COllfi(JC1· ~lIl(l tl"eat tl1cl11 li1,c ctllCl· 

• 
nal1011S 



[ ] 1 
:riatioH~ and Rates, ns ,~ e')Cnl!CS i!! ,vat .. I 
In peace j fi-iends," I 

• THE words of niY te~zt are peculiarly I , ' 
filltable for the ihhjctl of dii(:oud(: upon I 

fuch an e,'ent. The fiorv of \'{hich, what ., 

1 have read, i3 but a parr, w,e have at large r 

i;l the preCCCt~jn,~ part of this chapter. I 

1'he fi.lln of it is this; Hehc1:oCilll reigned 
Iil the nc~~d of Solul11on, his Father, king 
OVC1" alllii4~lcl. l,~~)()11 Ilis ~lcccliiol1 to tIle \ 

... 

tJ~ronc, . the people by the repl c{entat!\'cs I 

of their level'~ll tribes, pt:tition the king I 

for' redrct~ of tl:dr grievances, they 
£Ol11'l]~\iJl of~ tIle lair l't4 1-)"11 ; tllcyacldrl1is 
l' 

l~ehoboCl.rn for rc !\cf~ ~:t pd upon condition 
t"· 1· l' III · () . 1 ts } (\ 1 11 iT (r r:~ !1 t e (1, t 1 ~ ~ .. \' ,V J ~ C () 1) t 11111 e r) {) . . .I 

thci:- allc~ia.:ce to tiiC horde of Dayid •. 
u • , i-' 1 ., ., I t nr':ll()~)C)~t~l! (:011 lL,CCll 't.\ lLl1 t '(:1:1 ~l )()tlt 

hira; the gr::\\'c cxpcriencfd lJlen of hi, 
council acJviied bjrn. by ~11 av:ans, to ghe 
the petitioner:; a kind all!\\'::l", a;,d this 
\vorll~l r:cnre rheIn in /.,:J illt.e~·:!L "They 
"V 111 bet! 1 )i i ;~_ 1· '/ ~i l! t s f '() r e'" (~ r , : , i: l Y \ t 11 t 1 i! 

, -
,y if:.: c ( ) 1.1 i 1 j L : ] ~ ) r ~: . J', .. 1 ttl ! 1 .3 t ~ a ~ • rl l.( -1 () f 
t ''''! r· (,]! It "1") r 'l'-'l '" "-- l' ,:., (~'l 1· r 1 " ~ 1 0 ~. , ,~"\ 1..'( ~, tt~ t k (' ,~ 

.• -' '. 1 • .l . ., l \. '. "', ,. ' '') ,~";,.... '" J ( ~. " , 
, ,-' 

~ ~ ., · ~ t. ~ .. " 'jI, ,., I) (1 \ ~ r" ( ,r,''' ,} } f - ,.; ,Y' l 1 , :'))' )'J 'I (~' ! 1 
-..;l . \.. . t. .... , , •• ',., :, u. _I i",. ,,_ \.r t ~ .., ~ ( , \.,. ".l ,.. .. _ ... .. ~- , 

, 1 ,". .. 1 ~ 
. .. ,. 

~ " 1 ~. r, \; I" '\ 

• A ~ " . " ...... ";" ) 
'\' I" ('. . , . 

t' • 1 
l.Ll>~) :, 
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flood bc~)}'c hitn," to tbem he 3cth()rec1,
\vlio urged b~1Tfh ::lnd rigorous 1'l1earllrc~, 

1 1 ~,..., 1· (~ - f· ,. 1 n 11 (. ~ ( \' J 1 t~ '.. , t t) t j 1 C .1 i 11 r; 0 .t 1 t 1 0 11 0 l ~ l le 1 e a -
I 

vie·r taxes. lIe an {'wcrcd the people apycc .. 
al)]c to 111(11 'V()~l!~ ~ll~C~ f'()(I,Ji!11 (~()1111rt~1~. 

He threatnccl nct only to l(-l~,lCZC thetn 
l) -r 11"'\ fl \')T t f"\"'{ /f6.J.C tll' ~~ ... 4000 (~1) 'lfll·l'c' I ll-1" l11. "']- t 11 ) ~_ .. ., ~ .. .,( \. \...- .J , J.. w," '." ,_ ,0 '(". .. ' 

(:'l·llell~: \\' S, ~~ II (1 1~"/ Cl':e e:\'~ (lCll tl.O})S t 11 cre(~f. 
1~11'lS ,,'as I:{"11vl)()~~.ltl i11fatll~lte(1 ill Ilis 
C 0:"111 Cels ~ lH{ l~l(,;);; 11" ('S, and hereby the 
• 1 1 11 ' .. '1 '., , ) 1 f 1·}(')" It(~()tl~ (-Ie 1')·11r.' c, t t·0·1 /' t.'11~~",clIT1'le i\ II er 0 '"'J' ... l .), ) .) , ' ,j .' l \,., .. .., 'l.j . ~ ~,~ \. \../ • .., 

"" •• J I. 

t llc \\1 () ~ -1 .: 1 '\7 (") r (~ f Ott! : J I 1 (~ { ! ~ "J t \-\' ~l S fl· 0111 t 11 C 

If 0 1· (1. ' , I (e 1 c fi.: t· .~. (~ 1'1 0 l) () :l1~\ ',1_ t (l (. is () "\' tl f() I. 
] ~{, ~l i 1 (1 11 t (1 f'r () 1 i 1 .i 1 i ~) (,.~;r ~~ S L 11 C t II i 11 !.": ~ ,,. i 11 i C 11 .. .. .. 
11,1I1n '1 f)-C(l to 11: t' l'(~"a C("' t-t', (~t t 11- A kl- ~ ': ().-" ~ ()1.'1-~ ... , - '.- ' - J..~) . ~ ~_ ~ ... ' ,-, J. " .. _ ~ ; ~..... • J ,._, \_1 t. J 

,.'..1 '_.' 

11l1ght b("' . rent fi'orn hln~, ,~,~~rccahle to 
(~ C~ { I ' s t ! 1 r c ~ t ! If 1'1 ~ Y, r (" ~ t ( ~ eli 1'1 t I"; (\ 1") 1-C C C C ( 1--

\ ,. 1 

in,::?; ('h:.lptrr. C:oJ nEtn fe!"ves his C'Yfl 
· i l' • " 1 • , " ,...., 1 • 

'\?J-,t ~)~l!ll rl:~f!t~(Jll~1 r)L!l~l~otc's) L))7 tile lI:~-

·IH·l.Hlcncc ~1nd wickcdnets of rn·:'n, and 
j- j. • 1 ,. 11 1 '" 

t 1 ~l res .111 t1 r r S III t ~ 1 ,~~ '. .. / () r ~ ~ S (j t t II t~ ! 1· () \V 11 
"" , f 1 et . I" I'" 1 '. \ l'~::: 1 t J : {~ "ri- : 1 t p' ~ ~ ill ~, 0 ';' t !"" a ~ 

"" 1 .' , ,~ ... j ".. ) .. , 1... \.. 

• 
l~:tl)V \)l~ ~lt\(Jll 
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j'l-o\'ocntion which Rehoboanl gave thenl. 
,,'ere illCellf(~tl at llis 111ell~lceSJ COll(:lu(lcd 
that lbru go\'crnnlCtlt, ill its progrefs, 
,,'ould be intolerably grievous, \\' hich, in 
the beginning1 was to very imperious a1l4 
haughty, and therefore rei(')lve 1'10 longer 
to yi( Id allegia nee and fi.llnniflion to filch 
a T) rant. By the way, we need not 'VOl}

,lei· tl'l~t tIle tell t.·it)cs of 11i~,\el £:1.!1 ofi~ 

fronl the hou{t: of David, if the houte of 
I)a\id fall away fronl the great end of 
their ,ld,ancelucnt to rule and authority t 
\vhtch \vas "to be IninHlers of God, iOr , 
gl)od to the people.'" 

~1y view, in fllrth~r difconrflng upon 
this fcrap of i~lcrcd nory, is to apply the 
rC·'.'O'l ()f· tIle t(\tl tl~il)es of lf~~~lel ti~olll l{(~-

hoho;}ln, (as far as it will apply) to the 
"rl}~l·lt(:tl C()loJ)il~s of~ 1'~ortl)-f\J11erica, X'f-

1)\.Hlllcing "all allegiance to the Britifh 
(TOWn, and totaHy dilfol ving all pOJitiC~l.I 
(·olJjlel··tion 1)et\~eel1 t.llelll atle\ tIle flate 
of Cin:at-Britain, and declaringthe~nfcl\'cs 
Fl ce :' nd I ndcpcndent State:;, vetted with 
the fuJI powers, p!'i dleges a neI prernga .. 
ti \'t"S b~·longing to t"'eperate Hates, and en .. 

I • (I • f ~. . l' J (1 ~:~l \ t~)l11· tC) J UilJ)' tillS 111(aa lIre tc) t l!e 

,\ urid. It h not to be lilppoled t.h,~t 
tllc::le -
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there two cafe~ are eX'aCtly parallel; it is 
fuflicient ifthcy arc fo in the Blain points. 

Let it then he oblcrvedt in the firlt place, . 
th;lt tllis f()oliUl atld ,,,,icked Rhehoboal11 
,vas the third king of t.hat houfe and fa .. 
nlily. \Vhen the people of Hi4 ael foolifh .. 
Iy and inlpioufly alked God to gi ve thCll1 

aking,hcrehy rejeCting the kingly gove~n
Dlent of the moll high, God condefcend
ed to gratify their defire, after previouf
ly ,Yarning them of what ,vou1.d be the 
certain conieql1enees of theh· unhappy 
choice i they w'ould be fbeh as·, if they 
had any reaion left, and \vould confuh: 
their Otwn intereft,. they would ",ithdraw 
their p6tition, and defire rather to c,onti ... 
nue as they were. 'They llotwithftand ... 
lng, pel'iilled in.their dcrilCllHl, and God 
gave l!hern a kin.g~ but. in his anger, and 
as a gr't'at lcourge and ellrfe to them. 
The firll kIng of lti'ael was Saul, the ton 
of Kifrt, a BenJ~unite... H·c was a filly 
'prince, inHltuated in his councils, inV3tt'
ed by his neghbours, deferted by his foJ.. 
diers, difordered· in his .Q"~nft)ir.it, tIteri'" 
fieeing in confufion, and rejected of God 
f.rolD being king. After this, God diref.~s 
Sa!)luel to anoint Da vj.d king, the young· 

I~ 
1-" .. t 
~ -4..( ... 
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rft fon 9fJ~freJ ofanothcrfami1y. D_vi4 ~ .. 
was ill the nlain a g09d,king, thollgh'ho 
had liis faults. . . - ~ . . 

- SOLO~10N, his fon by Batllflleba, tho 
wife of UNah, reiguJ-d over Iii-ad, after 

.~ the death of David, He· w~s a wife an~ 
goocl king, and ill g.eneral l·cled \vell, 
lndeep fIe \vas led a,,\'ay, by his wives, 

.... iJ:om Gpd, for \\'hicll Ile tilreatDed t~ 
J!~nd tell tribes fi-.ont 11i~11J ;lllcl' give to his 
itr\'allt Jerobo31n. tllougll Jlot in his day, 
And furtl1cr, it ft:tms l)robaple,tllere ,yer~ 
fOlne thillgS ill flis reigtJ grcivol15 and op
JlreJfive to tile llcople; 101· whenRehoboam 
JC>ll cf Solomo~!, ~aln~~ to tIle tllrOlle of 
Hhld npon his hlther's death, the people 
F(!tit~OIl h~m to rel2t-~~ fOnl~\vl1clt the grie\r~ 
Ot1S iervice of the tormer reign. .' Thy 
father' m3{le Ollr yoke grievous j now .i 
thCl"dore ma ke thou the grievpus fervicc I 
of llly falllt'r, an(l hls lleavy yoke \vhicll 
lie fjl1t ui301l ~lS li~:tlter, allli \\t°e will rerv~ ) 
thtC.'2 But Iteho~loam llc·arklled llot untQ 
tLc r:eoplc, but thrt;atneu thtln with in~ I 
tGlt'r~!l)le IJttrutJls and in1lJoiitiol1S. .. 

Let III apl-j~f tllis :j 
T #" 1 • f· .., n··· t Ii E ljrej(,~lt J.~l(lg o. Great- rltaID is \ 

~he third i:rl .. ~~e. of the hCl.lic of H;lnover •. 
Ge~rgc: 



- ... - .. ---... ---..... -.--I'If#V.-... -.~ ..... - .. - . . 
- , 

[ 13 ) 

Georrre Le \,~ is, El~~tl:or of I-Ian OV{"l', fll~ 
t) 

ceeded ~lCell Ann. He "vas fhccecded, 
In the throne,by his lonGeorge thefecond. 
1~he reigns of thelc two Georges ,vere to
lerably good. Pairing by the ,cruel and 
oppreffive 11lcafures adopted with reii"ccr to 
thefc Colonies" in the reigns of the inglo
riou~ Stuart fa1l1iiy, £l'oln 'whence, 'Under 
God, the Revulution deli Yet'cd us; ;:.t mnn be 
oblcrved th~~t acb, were rnad:.' in L. -·,.,;{{u:; 
uf Georges, firll and ftcond, cal1~ ~ ~tl 
of trade, wherehy our COlnrnerce fuffercd 
11lelels' and opprttIt ve rdlrittions: y~c 
fiill we fublnittcd wit.hout cOinplJint or 
petition, ft.)!" ,vhcn th~ pre!~;nt king Crt111C 

lO the throne~1ij\:ceeding hi,} ZClnd-fttr.erj 

we did hot reqndl h:!ll to lual\.e "th~ 

g 1• ~ e \" () -ll s·· (t,:. r· '( ~ f' \:' #rll j ,1 j't C ~1 'v \';, ' ) J1 !, ~ Je. { ;'1) -:-- f'lt.. ) J .L . • -' ~., l' j . i' . ,.. .. " .;. .' \.. ~ l, 1 \, . .., a... 'L J , 

,v lli ell 11. i 3 lJ.") !: c ... 1 ~.~ c (~! I {) r g 11 ~l (1 1 ) U L l ~ ! ) ~: l"l tIS : 
..... -" 

II 1. ,.". f 1· 1 · · , a n ( 1 a L'·· .. ~ I" t " ,.,' • ~ t t f (~ C 11")"' f"l~· , t' r ~, t 111 .... "\; , ...... ...., (. , .l. V ~ • - - • i ,-.. '- •• . • '-' -' '"'" "* , ... ... 4. \.. _ ~, A. , , , 
than their 101ns/' we 'hould nC·,·tT ha\o 
diHurbcd' the royal c~n' wlth p~~titi()n.~ 
~l1d con~r1ahH~, n~)r wuuld G,l'orgc the 
third, ha vc leLl the Ligg(T and better 
half of his kingdo!1). IIatl no nlc;.'..!ure~ 

heen put:l~!ed \\iLL rCf.;ard to thci(~ Ha,tcs. 
In 0 r e r)· r.i c v () U S L.ll :1.11 \ \ {' r~.,c a (1 () ,", t (~ II l) c· f'~.,: I' e 

'-. .1 

~he YC4tr 176 3. ,ve had Hill owned c~.: (Irg'~ 
it) 1· 
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tot! our rightful fovereign. For: as thct 
people~ at iirR: etnigrated chiefly fronl 
Great-Britain and Ireland, they ever (un"'! 
til now) held uuder th~ crow n ,thereof:' 
alld acknowledged the ianlc king, lvith 
the other tribes beyo.nd tile atlantic It 
nut fool, after he call."\e to the th.rone ot" 
his anccilors, he diicovt'rcd an haughty 
and dcfpc.tic ii~irjt and heha\'iour. lie, 
Jike RehQb.qa~nJ forfuok the tOliUre} oj" 
the old nl~n) ~I"l~ fo.\lowcd the itllpolitio 
advice Qf h~s. Y~llug luates, and h~s pre., 
~ptortl 1~ ~hc· reign. of Georg-; t:he 1c. 
~ond. the ~rhia.\ e'npire was carried to, 
its height t\1l" ll:erfeEUon in gl'Qr'Y, re~. 
nown .. 1\~ealthA grauJeuPl al\d extent oi" 
dOlniniol1, throl\gh ~he wite co.unfels, anel 
prudent ulanageinent of th,\t able nate!: 
man and ,~ounftl\or, Mf. Pr l'l", HU\v· Earl 
of Chathaiu, oJ inltuortal rnenlory II. H" 
had the whole ,on.dueling of the lafi war., 
and by his fou~d judgnlf'llt and £kilt. 
and Ul1corru pt~l~1t:' pat\"i()~i[ln. under God., 
en abled Gre:.,t .. I).r~taj.), to' c.on que r th-: 
llnited powers c.f Fr-?.r~<;e and Spain, tv 
ipread terror through t~e· \\'orlcl,and add 
to Jler dOllliJlions ~l.rl ill1nl.etlie extel1t (Jf~ 

territory in th,' £aft and \Ve!t-Indi~s,. anJ 
~ 

· 11\ 
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in North .. ,Amcrlc~\. }f{~ put it into the 
po\vet· of Britain to luake the Inoft ho
norable :llld gainful pe'ace, at the clore 
of the la{l~ ,var; but J~ord Bute; the king'. 
preceptor, fent pleni potentiary to the 
treaty at Paris, confents to the moll in
glorious terlDS" 

TH E kingdom was a long time in com· 
ing to that pitch of grandeur and profpe
rity f to which j in divine providence f it 
was exalted at the acceffion of the prefent 
king: but it foon began to decline. ,The 
old me~, the able counfellors who flood 
before hi.r grandfather, and to ,vhom the 
nation ,vas greatly indebted, were dif.. 
~arded, neglected. Though they have 
ever given their bell: advice to the king, 
urging thch Juild, conciliatory meafures 
as wouldhave iecuredto hinl the allegiance 
and affeCtion of all his fhbje(:1s, yet their 
counfels \vere r~probated, while the young. 
inexperienced luen, who grew up with 
hilu, he has ever confulted, and their ad
"ice he has fleadily follo,ved tlll·oug~ the 
\vhole ofh1S reign. The people of England 
atlll f\111eI'ica 11ave llad cOllfiant callfe f01· 
cOlnplah.ts and petitions j for his reign 
haa been one continued feries of oppref.. 

llQns, 
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fion~, and ururpations. But~, 'Hnlfllo..o 
rOllgh and North, "Tith tl1cir deteftahle 
JUllto, have addfed'to opprdIive Illcaillrt's 
oftaxation,ili Anlel·ica, al1d ,vhell ,,"e ha,re 
petitioned for redrefs,they have urgeu fur .. ' 
tJ1el·harlll and \'igorolls nlctl10(ls,an(( \"Ilen 
've h~\\?e attemr,teJ to defeat tIle operation 

.. ofthci14at15~tll(,y have advifcd to'the nloil • 
-t\'antol1 and crllel 11l1niflllllenrs: So that 

.. '\,e ha\~e 11~<.1 jtlfi: call.fe of·'conlpJaillt; to 
{hO\V ,vIllell ,ve llee(.l ollly rnclltion "'hat 
he and his parli~ln{'nt lla,'e (lOtte, leaving· 
an .iml)~rtial \\'orl,1 to ju(lg(~ \vhether ,ve 
have not fltflicient reaions to reject him~ 
a5 Ol,r killg t all(l to let IIp :'1~ free al~d in~ 
dependent fiate,;, l:t)'illh' ""'hat -uortioll 
11ave \ve ill GeOlege ? ,)citl1~r !lavc':'\~re itl-
l1Cl·itancc ill the IlotlIe of I-Iullovc'r; to 
'Tour tCIlt3 0 Anlexicans, ~il,l 110\'V ft4 e to ., 
thine oWl1 h01.1fcGeorge." "He h~s r('fufed 
his affent to law::, the moll: ,\'IlOlefolne and 

. n~ceffilry .for t11c pllbJit good, . 
He has forbidden hi~ govcrnor! to pars 

Ia\vi of inlnlC()ia.te 311d prc!T:tlg iln}Jor
tance, 1.1!lJ~{S itlipellCle(1 in tllcir Operat.ioll 
till l1is a{It'l1t fi)Oll]<.l be ollt:lirlC(l ; ,lnd 
"'h-:-a !f) {i,! :l~:::~c!~d, he has utterly negleh:· 
~ (I t 0 ~. : ~ t i : :! t 0 f.,: J :. ~ i 1. 

lIe 



· [ 17 ] 

IIc h~s rcfuC.:d to IYlf, other T'l\VS for 
the ~lC ,Oil1tl1.".L.Hioll Of" lar;c did.l·>., of 

'PCOi)'ll'"i unlel~ ti10fc p·,·)iJ!e WOqi,1 n'I;~n-

(I tt -t "l tl'le" l"·l,rllt of l"I-","~·r"l~ .... ·.'t t~("l ]' ~I ""t"'e l , '"" 'b '" l~ . -.. \_..,.A ... ~ • J , ' . " ' J \ 

lc.:~iil.tture, a right in(;·~!nL~:)le ::0 :l:C}:l, 

and fonnidable to t)'r~dlts ouly. 
lIe has called together lcgiHllivt: bodies 

at places unu!llal, unconli~)rcable, .and 
lliHant fronl the depo!itory of their i)ublic 
records, for the fole pl1rpofe of fatiguing 
theln into compliance \vith his tneafllres. 

lIe has JiHc)l ved reprefentative houies 
repeatedly, for oppofing with 111an]y firlu'" 
11e IS hi" in va !ion, on the rights of t!lC people. 

11(~ has refuted for a long tin1e, after fuell 
llijl~(JllltiollS, to CallIe otl1ers to be elt~(le{l ; 
'whcreb"y t.he legiHativc po\vers., incapa:-
1)1(, ot~ flll11iI1ilc.lti()11, l1a \·c l"ctllrll (?(l t() tr-le 
p~ople at large for the i r ('xcrciie; the 
Hate relll~\ii1ing in th~ ll1can tinle expofed 
to all t iH..' d :lll,:~ers of in va!ion ft'Olll W llil-

I ,. I'" • 1 • o t 1 t, ~ 1 ' II (~ '-) 11 '~' l i j _= \ .~ II S ,\' 1 t I} III • 

I-f,' ;la~ c:1dc, voul'r:d to prevent the po" 
)1nhtio;\ of tilde f~atl's ; it).r that pHI'nOie 
o;,1rudi,lp; the law:, f~)1' natnraliza'lllJl uf 
f"'· f" " · 1 , ) r c \ ~r t 1 (~ ~. 5,· r C' tIl III ... ~ t () ':., ~l f ~ ~') t 11 ~.: r s r ~ \ ;.' 1-

, '-' i 

() jl·:l~~:· 1heir rnigratiol1(; hi:hcr, ~n}(.1 rai1:' 
in:" the conditions of llC\V i:ti)prOpL ~~,ti()ns 
01" l~,lill!S, C _He 



r IS 

He 11as of))) 1'·:::~'.·~.·~'(~ tIle ~lllrllitlifir~\ti()rl 

ofjufHce, ... by ret'ui1iig il~S ~t!~ent to laws 
for efiablifiling judiciary powers. 

He has made judges depcndent on his 
, ,viII alone, for tIle tenUl·e of" tllcir OffiCC5, 

· at:ld the alllount and payulcnt of their 
falaries. 

• 

'He hag ercClecl a Inllltitllde of ne\v 4:>f-
fiees, alld fell t llitller fvvarnlS of officers 
to harrafs our people, and eat out their 
fubftance. 

He has kept alllong us, in titllcs of peace, 
ftanding armie<;, "rithout the conient of .. 
our legifLltures. 

He has affelted to render the tnilitary 
indepcndent of and fl.lp~rior to the civil 
po\ver. 

He has conlbincd with others to fuhjcEt 
us to a juriC.liction foreign to our confH
tution, and unacknow ledged by our la \\'5 ; 

given his affent to tht:ir acls of pretended 
legHlation : 

For quartering large bodies of arn1cd 
troops amol1g us : 

For proteaing them, by a nl0ck triaJ, 
~ fl"0111 punifhment for any llHlrJcrs \"hich 

they thould comnlit on the inhabitants of 
. tllelc States ; 



" , -:>:., ..... , .. (It .. .. ~ 

For cutting off our trade wi~h all parts 
of tIle \vo14 1(i : 

For hllpofing taxes 011 us without our 
cOllfent : . 

For depriving us, in tuany cafes, of the 
11cnefits of trial by jury : 

For tranlporting l1S beyond feas to be 
tried for pretended offences : 

For abolifhing the free fyfienl of EnglHh 
la ws in a neighbouring province, efta
blifhing therein ,n arbitrary government, 
and enlarging its boundaries, fo %s to 
render it at oncc' an exanlp]e and fit in
Hnttnent for introducing the fa1lle abfolute 
14 l11e into thefe Colonies : 

For taking aw~y our Charters, abolHha. 
lng Ollr mon valuable la,\'s, and altering 
fun ~lalllental1y the fornls of eur govern-
111ellts : 

For filll)ending our own T .. egillatures-. 
and declaring theluiel yes invefied \vith 
po\ve.r to legiHate for us in all cafes 
'v hatfoevcl·. 

He h~s ahdicated government here, hy 
declaring us out of his proteCtion and 
-waging \Var againll us. 

lie has plundered our fcas, ravap;ed our 
coafi:s, burnt onr to\,\rns~ and deilroyeJ 
the lives of our people.. lie 
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proprr ct>lor. There are u)] fa{ls, 110e 

to be dcni<:d by any, IH:ithtT do nny pre
ten d to de ny, that be an d his YC"nal ltlin i .. 
fir), and corrupt parIi.t1l1cnt have done, 
Of,:1t leafi,attctnpted tado all there things. 

Bu T fOlne pretend to juHity the admi. 
l1ill:ration in Great-Britain,~ with filying, 
,ve have, by our abufive treatlnent of the 

• 
ldng's Jervant5, provoked governtnent to 
treat us ,vith fnch' UneX:.1111pled feverity : 
Our troubles, illy they, ,ve have brought 
upon ourfc~lves, and the various aBs "Jf 
ki ng and parlia111ent aroie fronl onr op
pofit}()ll t~ gorernnlcllt. "[0 this objec
tiO)l, lc-:t 111(: ;1111~\'1C14, 1'11:lt, not,\,itll{lancl· 
i 11 bl! C r ~ ~:. ~l i 11 ~! ~~.: i s () f t r 'J J l? \ \' 111 (' 11 "V (' 1· C ~ ric v -

t. J 

ou:; aqll OPI l:'ctii\c, the pcopl~ prciervcd 
~hH~ drCOn11'-1, and were peace~1ble and 
--, ., ... ,. 'I / ")'"1 1'-·· ft f j 11 ~ ) 111 i i; : ",; f~ 1.1 ~ 1 l 1 I 7 () 4 . J 1 e .J r 1 tIl) a ( -
".) • 1 • 1 1-111 : l , ~ ~ t r ~ '- tit' '1 l) e fr:1 Tl 1 L satta (' {S () 11 0 ll11 I-

. (~ 

IHTtic: with a nanlp-~(l, but nlee~illg ,vith 
flrO!l:~ 0pp:~:l:ion, they thollght fit to rc .. 
IF\.d i:-. "fhi; ail thrc\v the colonies into 
fi.n'j),.~ convu!Cons, and \VC rejo~ecd ex-

. .~ , f • 1 f1l 11 I · " C~(~ (~' ~ t i , ) t ~ i Y 0 11 J t S __ 1· e lJ e ~l, . 0 11 ( Y 1 0 1 ) 1 11 4i'~ 

~'W C i!loilhl cnj oy futl} re tranqu i 1! ty. But 
·\ve. ,.\1cr(' l11iftalcc!1. '1~11{-':\/ llCVC1· irlt,crl(l(.l(l 

... , . , ~,< .,' 

\ :~9.iditHl Uial their dcfign, but oul y to 
1,'" , . cL.ange 
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cllange their ground, that, ,,· • .ich they 
firft pitched upon, not fecming tenable. 
An Alnerican revenue granted by a BI'i. 
ti'11 parli anlcnt ,vas the object, and thfY 
never 10ft fight of it : for t0011 f( newed 
.their attacks, upon principles which they 
thought nlore hH'ourahle to their inten
t ions : bnt they rnet with as little fuccefs 
in this as in their fonner atten~pt. If the 
_/\ 111 c14 i c a 115, i n t () ni e i 11 if an cc.s, C~\ r l·iccI tIl c ji t· 
re!entnlCnt too 1:11' ~gain1t !ollle al110ng us. 
'whorn they ,not without reafon,thought to 

be inflrunlental of filch opprc!fi \'e acts, th~y 
fhonld rCtl1en1hcl· t.he provocadon given, 
pity and overlook any indecencies and 
la",le[') 111e~l{tll·es f()n1e te\"r Tllt" into, JCI1o"r.., 

ing that, "OppreLIion nlaketh :it wife In31) 

t1Jad." Adluirting that fOll1C wrong lleps 
"'ere taken by fon1c in certain places, hI 
oppofing revenue laws, this can nC\'('t'" 

jnfii(v t~('ir punifhing the innocent: with 
t.h.e gL'Hty, and attelnpting to deprive a 
w!vlle nr0vince of its chartered rights, for 
t ~.~ t.. fl; i! ~I ~ 9 ~.\ 1-1 (1 fi 1 

(\ ~\ k S 0 f i l} <..1 i v 1 Lill a 1 s. l~ Ui\t 

hlrther~ ir thole revenue hn .... s were nnjuH-, 
'1'" .,.. I· ~ f t c;:·t~ (: I ~.~ ~ (i C'r}t}!-(~Jtl V(', a 11 ( III C()nJll Cl1l,t 

"rirh ll;'lcrty, and the enjo),lnent of Ol1.r 
., i)r~)i)eny, it· was the duty of this pC'opl.e 

t.o o:)poie them : and if this oppofidon, 
COllll,\ 

. t 
1 
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could not be nlade in w h~lt fom(~ call, ~l 
l·egular 'vay, we luuft take fuch ll1caiilre!J 
as we could, and it ,vas certainly ,yrong 
in them to pllnHh us for oppofing theh" 
acts, big with 1hch fatal coniequences to 
A (ueri<.:a. There 'vas 110 oppugnatiC?n of 
government bere until it became grievous, 
oppretli ve and intollerabie, anq then it 
'vas, and ought to be, oppofed. Our op .. 
pofition ,,'as Iniireprcicnted by our go
vernors, and other crownofiicers, a~ pro .. 
ceeding ii'om an hnpaticnce of any go·· 
Ver111ncllt, or refiraint : every little riot 01' 

dHlurbance 'vas lllagnified beyond all the 
poHibiJities of truth, and reprefented as 
the doing of van multitudes. Thus, .Atnc .. 
rica ,vas firft oppreilcd, and for ftruggling 
and groaning under her opprcfIions, fhe 
,vas c~llllllllliatc(l a,llc'~ l()acie<.l,,'rit:h 11101"e 

ill to llcJ·al)lc bllrdc11 s. 
But, iay fon1c, if thefe acts of parlia .. 

mCllt, l11callll·es ot- ad.tllilliflratioll 'Ivertc 
grievous and oppreHive, we did not take 
the right courfe for redref.<i: \ve fhould 
have petitioned therefor in a reg;ular way, 
by the three branches of the legiflatures. 
~r'his, I would anfwer, \vasalw3Ys attelTlpt .. 

ed, but llCVC.i.· could be obtained ; .t~')r 
"\VhCll 



\vhen governors found the t\\'O houfe5 of 
aflelnbly ripcnlnp; r'\_~titiolls to the king, 
they \vcrc iin:nedii\\ "::'ly adjonrned, pro .. 
rogued, or diHeJ!ved. \\'henever the it:
veral hOllies of ailel'n bly, in tht .. it f(parate 
capacity, lent petitions and fel1101lfiran .. 
ces, then they were rejected, bccaufe they 
were not proper ,\{(ts of the (>Jurt. At 
this titne the alfclnb1i~s found tiley had 
not fni-cable agents at the conrt of Great
Britain; the governors would not con
jtent to tllccll0icc ofitl{~I1 ~lS tlllA t\VO h()llles 
'~Olll(l COl1fi(le ill as t·riCll(11\T tC) tlleir if1 .. 

• 
terefi and rights; ii"IJln that tin1~ lh~'y 
had lcparate agents. ()ur agents could 
not be heard, be-callle 1. hey \\ ere not the 

," h .., 1 
~\ g ~ 11 t 0 [ t e WI.} -' i~' C () \,11' t , ~ t 11 ( g f) \,1 C r I , 0 1· S 

lvcre i n Cl:nH~tcd not to co 1) ic n t to :111 y 
r 1· i' .\' r r'" ~ 1 g 1· il :1 t s r () r t 1 C 1 r e r \ 'I~ C e s • 1 ! 1 !.1 S til t~ r e 

be 110 petitioni;lp; in VI:hat lo111C a~rea to 
call, 1/': rctpl.:1i' ri,~IJy. V/hcn the l'cpre
£el1t~1:i';c~s of' tllis ftare ,-'\.'rote cir('l11ai· l{~t .. 
tie r-5 tat 11 e () L 11 C r 11 ate s , j, 0 11 cit i 11 t~' ~ 1 il iii () 11 .... ) 

in rernonltr:ning and petitioni!lg ~gainft 
.t~)1)1C l{ltC ~\c'ts ()t~ r")~\rlial11c~11t, tl~!s ;111,j ttl

-,. 

'\7er~11 otllcr a(l·(~r1ll)1~cs ,,'ere d~jI01\letl. 

'rhus things v:e!lt on nut;] I !'7.}' wLrn 
the coli) nles ch()f~: d drg:.u,:Ci to n'prr ~t·u t 

" 
.. " • f' '11~ ,-",. ~ 
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'th~tn hl one gt"and Congrefs, who, being 
tnet, drew up a ololl hUlnble and reipea .. 
ful petition to the king, wherein they 
4Y, " From thi~ dcr~ruclive fytlelll of 
colony adlllinHlration adopted fince the 
C011clltil()11 of the l~lte ,,'ar l1a'{c flo,vecl 
thofe diilrcLfes, dangers, fears and jealou", 
fiC5, that overwheln1 your nlajefiie~ "duti .. 
ful colonifls wit~l ~1nitHoIi ; and ,ve' defy 
011r 1110fi fu btil antI in vctera te ad vel~fal"'ie9 
to trace the unhappy differences b~t\Veen 
Great-Britain and thefe colonies, from an 
earlic~ period, or froID other caufes, than 
,ve have affigned, had they proceeded, on 
our part, fi·o~n reftl.=fs 1evity of tenlpet 
unjufl itnpuHcrs of atnbition or artful {ug .. 
getlions of ieditious per1on~, ,ve fhould 
nlerit the approb,fiou~ v:rms frequently 
bellowed on us by thoic 've revere. But 
fo far froln protnoting innovations, ,ve 
have only oppofed theIn, and can be 
charged with no offence, un]cfs it be one 
to receive injuries and be fenfible ofthem .. ·
- VIe afk bnt for peace, liberty and fafe .. 
ty. \Ve wifh not a diJninutioll of the 
prerogati vt', nor do we ioIicit the grant of 
any ne\v rig!iL in our fa\'iJr. Your royal 
author;ty over us, and t1ur connection 

D ,,'itll 
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'with Great-Britain, ,\'e {hall ahY3Ys care": 
it.Illy and zealoul1y endeavor to lhpport 
and olaintain ... •• \Ve prcli:nt this petition 
only to obtain redreis of grievanccl.-
'Ve .there.tore befeech )' our nla jcH y, that 
your royal authority and in terpofitioll 111ay 
be ufed for our relicf~ and that a graci
ous ani\vcr 111ay be gi ven to this petition." 
In the fecond adore!! or the Congrefs to 
the king, the Iaft year, th~y fay, "Attach .. 
ed to your m:'ljeHy's perron, family and 
government, with aU the devotion that 
principle, and affection can infpire ; s;on
neeted ,vith Great-Britain by the Hrong .. 
ere ties that can unite locieties, and de
ploring every event that tends in any de.. . 
gree to weaken then), ,vt' iolelnnly ailure 
your majefiY11 that we ~ot only defire the 
.fortner hartll011Y between her, and thefe 
colonies tuay be reflored, but that a con .. 
cord lilay be efiablHhed bet,veen theln 
upon [0 firm a bails, as to perpetuate irs 
hleflings, uninterrupted by any future 
dHfentiol1s, to f1.1cceeding generations in 
bot.h countries." After Inentioning the 
nt'Y fyflctn of ftatutes and regulations 
adopted ,vith refpect to the colonies, they 
a.dd, q \V c tlll~'cfore beleech your lua .. 

jcHy 
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jelly that your royal authority and infht~ 
ence tuay be gracionfly interpofcd to pro .. 
cnre us relief fi"Oln our affiiB:ing fcar~ 
and jealoufies, occafioned by the fyftem 
before luentioned, and to fett1e peace 
through every part of your donlinions, 
''.lith all hUluility fubmitting to your nla
jeily's wile confideration, whether it tuay 
not be expedient 'for facilitating thofe 
itnportant purpofes, that your nlajefiy be 
pleaied to direct fOlne mode by which the 
united applications of your faithful colo ... 
nilis to the throne, in prefence of their 
COlnUl011 conncils, E1ay be hnproved into 
a halJPY and penlL.Hlcnt reconciliation : 
alld tll~lt, in tllc 111ean til11~, 111C~tftlres nlay 
be taken for preventing the further de
firuc1ion of the lives of your lnajefiy's rub ... 
jeers, and that fncb ftatutcs (lS nlore hn-
111cdiately difirci;; any of,1011r 'nlajefty's 
colonies Inay be repealed." Thus thefe 
colonies have, by their rcprefentatives in 
Congrefs, united1y and in the moit hum
ble, rcrpecrful Jnanner, repeatedly peri· 
tionec1 the ki ng, fOl" red ref.,; of grievances. 
They ha,vc afked only for relief from cruel 
and opprcHive acts Blade fince 1763. But 
the king's car has been dea.f to our rc·· 
(lU~fis, and lllunble fuits~ ( 



J know it is filid by fome ~unong us: 
that thofe petitions could not be hean.l, 
becauJe they canlC Hot fi~Oln a con .. 
fiitutional body. But I would reply, 
that every way of relllonfiratillg, and 
petitioning ,vas tried, before this, but 
,,'as incffeclual, or "\':, S a;~ i.f III pted, but 
,vas ti~unrated; n~('n·;!t)' therefore, if 
nothing eIre, \'\'Oli Id ju{Ufy this tuea .. 
fure 01' petitioning by a general Congrefs. 

) 13 lIt bel!(ies, ~\"11at l11Clll()U COlllcl 11a\~e 

beell takell to ('Dtain the iel1fe of' all 
tlle Colol1ies, ~llli col1cl1 tIle ",ll0le force 
and flrellgth tb~ i'cot united in hUnl~)le, 

earnell petitio.as fCll' relief, hut thi~, of 
choofi ng 111Cn in all the ('olonies, by their 
rC~1')ecHve aiIelnh}ics, to iit in one grand 
Council, to conlltlt, and deliberate upon 
Inatters reti)e{i.ing their COD11l10n fafcty 
and happin( :s. "1'0 111C, it appears, no 
affenlbly cuuld be l\1ore conllitutional, or 
abfi)lutely nectlT~Jry, and 110 p~·titions 
could COfn c ,vir h grc')t cr weight, ()r l.1a .. c, 
(all thing:~ c;.~:lfidt'n:d) a 11lc·re likely tc'll-· 

deney t.o ~a:1l audienc(', than when COIn·' 

ingfl'0111 an the :. ol~)nj~s united therein.. i 

l~ut ti:ei<'" have 1.H·e11 tl ,! III pled under foot: 
all ()tll' hUlnblc r'~ith).d~ every ,,'ay, and 

tj:0111 



fronl every quarter, have be~n anlwered ' 
only by a repetition of injurious ahuies 
and infults. l'he king and 111iniflry have 
been obfl:inately bent upon carrying their 
de1ign into effctl,. for taxing there colo .. 
uics, o\'el~turlling our free conflitutioni 
and efiabling an ablo1nte tyranny over U')~ 
otll(}l·vli1e 11e \,\'otllcl h,l'vC l1ea14 d lIS, ,~' IlCll 

"re ha\'e 10 oticll called t"or r(:]ief~ f()r 111el .... 
(; 

~y, for juH:ice. l~he real truth appears 
to be this. l~hcy ,verc detcnnined not 
to hear ns, if we called; accoftingly t~ey 
cut offall poffibility of petitioning in what 
they pretend is the only r'egular, conHi
tutional ,vay, alH.i then refufe to 'hear us, 
bccaule \ve do not prefent Ollr petitions 
in tbat 'vay. T'he neceifity therefore, we 
ha ve been under, of thro\\ring off our con .. 
netBoll ,vith Great-Britain, renouncing 
king George, and his evil couD!clIors;I an'c1 
fetting up as independent fiatt's, plainly 
appears. \Ve could get no relief: if we 
had fubmitted to th~ir ultu'ped jurif(Iic
tiotl, 've Illllft h~lVC beell in a {l;.lte ot"tlle 
lnoit abject fiavery and wretchednef5; and 
becluie '''e could not fu blnit, we are 
threatned to be devoured \\ irh the 1\'\'01"(1-
\Vc have" not been rafh and h:,lflY!l1 de. 

claring 



ctaring onrfclvcs independent; (\5 the ten 
tl.~ib(:s \ver'c ill tllt'il· l-ev()lr. fi~Oln j{ch()l)(). 

am ; but \VC have waited even nnto long 
illtferillg. 1~hefe thirteen years ha \. C ,\'e 
been. fhlfering froln the crncl h~) ntis of 
tyrants, and ]ncrcilci~; opprdlc)l's ; " in 
every ftagc of thdc 0pp~'e(t"ions we have 

• ,. , ,,' 1· ,," 1- f' 1 petltl()ilC(~j . ~:~rltre~ltt~(~, cricci ItJr )4C 1{~ " lllt 

they h:~ \'C 11'1 ~!.Je the!c hearts as an ada
Jll:lnt Hone, that t.hey Illight not h~ar us. 
'Vhen fheh a long train of ahuCes, and 
ufurpa6nns, p!.lrfuing in \'ariably thCClll1C 

object eV:llCCS a deli.\'?;~l to reduce l~S nn'" 

1 ~ r 1j ( , .' •• .,. 
~ e 1· a l') 1 () .. II t e (C 1 1) 0 t J i 111, 1 t ] ~~ () lll· rIg '. 1 t , il: 

is our duty to throw oH"fllCh govcrnrl1cnt, 
and provide new gU:i.~·ds l~H' ollr future 
fccur:ty. 'T'he king, r:~iniflry, and P;11'

lia!nellt of Grcat-Hrltain ha,"c by their 
f'()() 11 (11 , Ill,. ~1 d , a 11 (I i 1.1 i ~ l t II at (~ l JIll r :1 [1111 eSt 

loft l)\7 f'ar tIle g;'"['catct(l 11):'~ rt ()t· tIlt' J31·itiill .. ' {.. 

(10 I a ) i 11 i. () l'l S ~ a rl (.I t 11 at' \. 11 i (' I 1 .. ~ \T a 5 ~ 1 C (J 11 .. 

ft~ltlt lotlrCe of 'v(l~llt.!l ~1tl(1 flrCil n th to o 
thenl. rIc fun:.-ly 11lufi be either a very 
,,'ea k or a very \v icked pri nee, who could 
p('rit;\'cr('jl1~)Y conduct in thjs lllanncr. 
It· 11 C~ 11 :.1:-~ l) l (~ 11 I e ~ t 1) \' 1 j 1 ~ 111 ; 11 i 11 (\ I· saIl (1 

fII 

COUi1i~":hq's, contrary to his own inclina ... 
tion, he 11\1.1:1 he \(1':\" f:)~il!th and ,".'eak • 

. A.l1 <l 
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And \VC tnay here apply the raying of a 
tuuch wiler ,king, ~ ,. \Vo to thee, 0 land. 
,vhcn thy king is a child, and thy prin
ces eat in the morning." .ABo that other 
proverb' 1 ii)cech. t "Better is a poor 
and 'wilt child, than an old and foolilh 
king. who will no nlorc be adnl0nHhed. 
For out of priion he cOlneth to .reign, 
,yhtrcas aBo he that i:) born in his 'king ... 
dOln, beC01l1cth poor: on the other haud, 

1M . 

if thefe Ineafures 'were :f!.greeable to his \vill 
and inclination, and approved of by him, 
if he has all a IO'.'1g cholen, and kept in 
()tl1(~e, fllCI). ]nel~. as Ile l~ne,v' "'01.11(1 favor 
and fupport his rncafilres, he has been , 
very \\Ticked. Either of thefe charaClers 
is not very honorable. They lllUfl both, 
in fOIlle d("grec) belong to George the 
t11il·(1 : 've tllt~r)ef()re clle'~11",fil1]v l·erJOlJllCe 

oeI 

hinl, as tot~dly unfit and unworthy to be 
O II r 1 ~ i 11 0- #11" ('1 J 'l (.l~' {l · 1 c t t, 11 '''''')1 ,,7 '10 11· 1,., ~I~ 11-1 m 

• ~ 1, ~J c. ~~ ~..I', d ".\ 'v v ,....',-,.1., .1.. 11"1" ~I"" J , 

t n.l{ e II i 111, ~ll\ (1 111 ~t 1\~ (:! t 11 e lJ e' ft () fr" 11 i nl ft I tis 
pity, that ftJll1C way could not be difco
vered, w'hereby the ft.'w in the1e {tates, 
who appear pecuJiarty fond of filch a 
king, Inig-ht be tran1!1Lluted to Great
l\ritain, there to participate in the fruits 

. of 
•. ,~ l~' C)' It hI" ftes A_ J 3 I,A ~ !:".,."' .• ,,~. -r' '--r' 
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-
of lJ~s tyrjn'ical reign. Such as havf~ an 
ap-like di(pofitioll as Ifr:lchar, ,vIto \voulJ 
,villingly couch dovvn hetween two bur .. 
dens; who think, a cluiet life, in a good 
land, though ,acCOn1p~1l1icd with £lavery 
and bondage prcttTablc to large iacrifi ... 
ces and great ft-ugg]cs for the 1:·du~ of 
enjoying frecdotn and liberty, ought:. if, 
poffihle, to be gratified. It is &1 natnral 
rC:lnark \ve Inay here luakr,that it had heen 
cary for George to have retained tht'Ie 
flates in allegiance to hls crown, and 
hearty afFection to his pcrf()l1. Let a 
pr:i~lce confider what it i~ that Jnovesapeo .. 
pIe princi p,' lly to affettion, and d("arneis 
tow~u·Js their fovercign. 1 Ie fhall tee that 
tll(~l·e n(~c(15 110 otll('r artilice ill it, tll:1n 
to .let them elljoy zmJl1o/.:jted, 7-l.'!'at belo!!g to 
them (1" right: if Iblu h~s heen invaded, 
antI violated i.n allY kind or degree, ",here .. 
by t,hcir affecHon:) are alienated, the next 
confideratioD for a ydfc prince, who would 
be happy, is ho\v to regain thenl: to 
,vhich three thi!lg'S arc C"llually necef: 
t~lr'Y : to reinflate thrtll in their forulle'r 

• 

liherties : to rc\'en~!,(~ thcln of the authors 
(. 

() f t II :) f C \' i 01 ,l t i () ! "1 S ~ ~ 1 11 <.1 t 0 fc (' ~ " ret 11 C jIll 

fro~.n the apprchc;llions of the like again. 
But 

-----------_._._-----------
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Btlt to l·etllrll. 

\Vlllt has been faid above, Otows that 
\ve have adopted indcp~ndellcy ofnece.l:" 
fity ~ not of choice; to which fome objea~,.' 
and pretend to charge us ,vith llimi1zg all 
along at independency, ,vith being fedi
tions, and impatient of any governmeat~" 
r-ro this I reply in the \\'ords of the Con .. 
greC", in 'their firLl addreC~ to the inhabl .. 
t(111tS of' Gr'eat·Britain. \ Be affured tllaG 
there arc not fatts, but calu111uies. Per .. 
lnit us to be as free as yourlel ves, and \ve 
thall ever efteem a union with you 0\11·, 

greateft glotoy, and our greate(~ happinefs:' 
\ve {hall ever be ready to contribute, 811 
ill our power, to the welfare. of the empire: 
we {hall confider your enell1ies as our 
cnclni 1;." and your iuterefi: as our own.'" 
III tllc laft acllirels to tIle il111abitants of 
Great-Britain they fay. "It has been 
falcl tllat '\7e I'efl.lie to ll1blUit to tlle re~ 
firicliotlS 011 O\Ull· conlmer·ce. Frolll,v11ence 
is this inference dra\vo? not froll1 our 
,v·ordg ; we having repeatedly declared 
the contrary; ~lnd \ve agaiuprofefsour 
fUJmiffion to the feveral acts of trade and 
H~vigation paffed before the year 1763,,' 
trufHng, nevcrthelefs, ill the equity and 

E julUce 

, 
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jullice of p~lr1iamellt, that (lu;h of them I 

as, U pOll cool and impartial confidera ... 
tion, UlaH appear to have .itllpofed un
neceffary, or grievous refirittions, v{in at 

fOlne happicl· period, _be repea:led or a1 .. 
tercd. And we c1lcarful1y confent to 
the aper3tion of filch· acts of the Britial 
parlialnerlt as {hall be reftrained t,o our 
external COlunlerce for the purpofe of ir .. 
curing the COlnll1ercial advantages of the 
whole e~npire to, the mother country, and 
tht» cOlnlnerci al henefits of its n~lpeai ve 
mClnbers, excluding every idea of taxa
tion internal or extern a], for raifing a re
'Venue on the iubjec1:s in Alllerica, with
out.their con1ent.'~ "\Vc afk not ( fay 
they in their :tddrefs to the people~ of Ire· 
land) fot: pention3, for wealth, or for ho
Ilors, but for the hUlnble boon JC!~ beinr; 
pennitted to poUeis the fruits of honeit 

. iudunry,and to enjoy that degree ofHber
ty, to which God, and the contlitutioll 
have given us an undoubted right·" Go
,\'.?rnor Johnfl:ollc in his f~.,eech in parJia
l'llel~J:t vil,(licatt's tllC colfJtlies from t~.\\is at: 
pedion, of aitning at indepe:ndence. He 
fays fl~onl his linow ledge, and t~oln con
verl:ttioll ,vitil l\nlej:ic~lnsJ jl·i(~ll(ls to ad--

luiniHration, ' , 
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minHl:raiion, U That Amctica is unani· 
IUOUS in refining the powel· of taxing them 
by the UdtHh parlialnent \V here thc'y have 
no repre{ent~ti ves'! that they ,vill never 
)7ield thi~ point: that in- cafe they were 
'lnac,lc e31y on this point, and fccl1re as to 
their charter, Oil \vhich their property de .. 
pends, they \vouldhnlnediately ret.ur~ to 
their duty and obedience. This" I ;l\'er 
to he the \111i ver1~ll report and opinion of 
,nen, ,vith ,,,hon) I have converted, fr'oJn 
Anlerica. If any Olle difputes the truth 
of IllY afler~ions, I now drfy hinl to bring 
nny ~vidence to contradiCl Inc, and I no\v 
undertake to bring men of the heft cha .. 
racier iil fupport of what I avc14 ,---I Inain
tain that the fcnfe of the beft and ,vifeft. 
~11cn, in this country, is on the fide of the 
Alnericans : three to one, in lr(.~h~!1d, Q\'e 

on their fi~e: ~ne greateft char;lCtersin . 
{nis country confider theln as con tending 
. in the glQrious cau{e of prefet:"\ling thofe 
i~fiitutions ,vhich are llec,~{fary to the 
bappineis,. fecl1rity, and elc" ation of the 
Jlunlan 111ind/', I a.dd, if certain indi vi .. 
dllals \VeI·e zCclloL1S ~ldvocatcs fe)14!, 111~~1·icall 

. -
~ndependency, 1.t ,vas by 110 lucans the 
voice of the Congrcf.Ii, not" of the body of 

- tIle 
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the people,;"l any of the colonies·, ulltil 
all hope of a rccollcilhuioll ",1th Great
Britain ,,'as entirely cut otr~ but 1.lpO~ 
the ternlS of ~fkillg pard~n for ~dl,nel . 
we had never comlnitted, and abiolute·. 
UllCOllditiollal fll bmiffion •. 

It has been laid, ,ve have dared Eng .. 
land to fIght us, have bi:1 them a challenge" i 

." 

~nd now c~>1nplain of their cruelty an~ 
inhuOlanity becaafe they :lccept it. No\v 
this, if frotn any thing, muU be collettecl · 
from the public petitions a.nd addre(les of 
the Congreis. I lU1\6. attentively anq . 
impartially reviewed theln all, and -I finq 
llothingbearing fuch an a{i1eu. T~lcy have 
~entioned ol,lr grievances, and petitionc~ 
:lor redrefs. They have flatcd our rights" 
311d .dcclal·c tlleir fir111 14 e!(}lutiol1 to (Ie. . . . 

i~~l<.:l the.ln to t.he laH, and if Britain nlcans, 
by force, to attempt to. ~onlpel us to fub .. 
lniffion to her unrighteous ecti~:i \yc {l.la1.! 
endeavor ~o repel forc~' by force. 1·his. 
is the lno{l \\.1c lla\'e 1:'1id, an~l (loes tllis 
look like a challenge? fure1y no. 'rhe' 
Copgrds in their <;lec1a~ation iettiDg forth 
the cauies al.Id n~ceifity ofta~ing up arms, 
1a 1y. "\ \l care reclllccd to tIle al tern a~, 

• 
~ive of ch~ofing an un~onditiol1al fubnli!: 

· fion 
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(Jon to the tyranny of inlitated miniller-s;' 
Qr refifiance by force" "rhe latter is our 
choice. We have counted the coft of this. 
con,ten, and find nothing fo dreadful as 
voluntary flavery. Honor, juftice, h~ .. 
manity forhtd us tamely to fhrrender that 
freedom ,vhich ,ve recch'ed from our gal. 
lant anceftors, and ,vhich our innocent 
pofierity have a right to receive froul'us. 
'Ve canno~ ~ndure tbe infatny and guilt 
of refigning fucceeding generations to 
that 'vre~chednefs 'which inevitably a,vaits 
theiu, if ,ve bafety entail hereditai·y bon
dage upon them.,' Left this declaration 
~hould diflluiet the Ininds of our friends 
and fellow fubjecrs in any part of the 
e111pire, ,,'e afihre then), that we lucan 
110t to diffolve tllat Ullion "'llicll lIas fo 
long, and fo happily filbfified betwren us, 
and which ,ve fincerely \viLh to fee refiored. 
Neceffity has. not yet driven ,-lS into that 
de~'lerate n;leafure, or induced us to excite 
any other nation' to ,,'ar .gainfi: thClTI. 
'Ve have not raifeJ anuies with all1hitiou~ 
defigns of feparating from Great-Britain, 
and cHablHhing independent States. \Ve 
ficiht not for glory or for CO!'lqucfi. 'Ve 
exhipit to mankind the reqlarkable fpee-· 

tacle 
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tacle of a people attacked by l1npro,'oke'd 
enemles, without any i111putZltion, or even 
fufpicion of offence. They boafl: of their 
privileges, and ci\7Hj;gatioll, ancJ yet prof .. 
fer 110 Jl1ilder COI)clitiollS tIlatl lel·vitll(le 
or death. III otJr O\,J 11 11~\ti'Te ]~lll(l, ifl 

defellce of tll~ fl"ec(lonl tIl~lt is Otlr IJir''tl1-
right, and which ,ye eYer enjoyed, till the 
l~te violation of it, for the prottttion of 
our property acquired !~)lc1y hy the honefi; 
)nduflry of our foref:tthers, and ol1rl~l\'eg~ 
~ . 

'~gainn violence, actually offered, ,ve have 
taken up arm3. \Vc {]i:tlllay thenl c1oY{n 
,vhe,1 honilities fl~aAr ~caJe on the part of 
the a.ggrefi·or~, anu aU JangeT, of their be .. 
ing renewed, {hall he renlovC'u al)d not 
befol"C." "rhus we have bid no eh.Benge; 
,ve have only_ declared we will Jnaintain. 
our ri.ghts; we only fight ill our ow n 
defence: fiHne alnong UI.) indeed Indeayor 
to perfhade thclllleives, ~Ind others, that 

, the o:lt.h of all:~gi:l:1CC vvhich !.!~~ny naye 
tal{c!l, 1)111J tll(~lll to ii!1)111~t to tllolc atl·s 
of adalLnifiration we complain of, or hy 
n~ nle~lns to re-fiil thenl :----l~hat if th~y 
retia they are gui1ty of perjury, and the 
mo~l' a\\'t~lll \'iolatiol1 ()f'tl1eil" oatIl. 1~o 

this, ns they i:naginc, \vaighty and plauG-
l)le 



hlc obj ectiol1, I beg leave to reply ; that 
allegb.llce · and protcl'tion are reciprocal' 
d~lties, is due to rul~rs t14 0111 their fubjects 
,vhile 1'-'ey are proteEl:cd and fecured in 
the enjoytuent of their jnti rights, tiber ... 
tics, propcl~·ty and Ii vc:; (which was the 
only defign of the infiitution of civil go
vernment) qut if rulcts, inflead of thus 

. protecting and defending their fubj~tls,. 
ute their po\ver, influence ~lnd authority, 
to enfic.'l.lre, ruin and dcHroy their fello,v .. 
fhhjetls ; allegiance is no longer due, 

. whither men have expreisly, or only iln
plicitly taken the oath 'of allegiance and 
fubmi1fiol1 to the go\,ernment.Bet,veen 
rulers and their fllbjecrs, there is always 
u. covenant exprelfed or ihppoftd, and 
rulers are under oath to p;overn according 
to tIle (;0[1 ttitll tion, clild ftl11clal11elltalla 'vs 
of tllis State ; alltl tIle pe('~"'le even \vllere ... . . 

they ha vc tJ ken c:'{~ref5 oaths of allegiance 
to their ruler:;, flre thereby bound to obey 
them, no further than they govern and 
rnle agreeable to the fl~t.t1ed confHtution. 
But when rlller~,by leaping the bounds of 
C011tlitllti()11, violate tIle CO'!el1~111t or COll1-

pact, bet \V cel1 t hetH, and the people; the 
pcoph: arc diicha rgcll fro 111 their oath ofalIe-

• 
gl~lllcC 
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ni~nce;and it then is their rigbt~their duty to 
oppofe and t'clifl: t heine In all covenants, 
contrac1"s 01· ,COlllpacts,t ,\there one party 
violates thetn, the other party is no longer 
held thereto, 01" bound thereby. For this 
reafi)J1 is it, that itlthongh the gO\'{','i.'nnlcnt 

i~ ulHl(~r obligation to fecure to every il1b-
jed-, the cnjoYl11cnt of property, Ii berry 
and life; yet when fllbjc~t5 rebel againft-
1a w ful :utthc>l:ity, arc guilty 0 f q":eafonabl(: 
practices ag3inH good rulers, or the nate, 
they are no longer entitled to protection, 
they have forfeited proper~y,libcrty or life, ~" 
aild the gorernnH'llt nl~ly lawfully take 
either away, according to t.he nature and 
(legree of their ofFences. Befides, this 
objecrion, if it h:13 any weight in it, '\vonld 
at once fin1r:ort thole ju!llv expl()(}t'tl (loc-

1 A • J 

trin~s of panl ve obedience, :111(ll1cn-rtfill ... 
ancc ; doal'~l1cS dirceJly contrary to the 
rr'aElicc Gf the apoflles, who yet preachell 
up all till,; fubnliifi.)ll to civll govcrnlllcnt. 
For', if the oath of allegiance, which nlany 
ad u~lly take, a illl a n are iLl PP()lcd to he 
11 n def to their rulers (hi 11 d as t hey pretend) 
th~TC lllli:1: be ready fnblniHion yielded to 
all t.llf:ir C")t;1111:1110S, tllcre 111l1ill)c 110 rte
flllanc~ one-red to thctn in an y cates, even 

"V 11e14~ 



\vhcrc they enjoin nnd rcqnire things COlt': 

trarv to · the conflitution, to the natul~e . . 

and reaion of th.ings,· incontiftent with the 
delign of goverllll1ent, the 'veU ... being of 
the State, or repugnant to the expre1s will 
of- Gocl. \Vllc'reas," 've are bOltnd toGod 
l·atllcr tIlall lnC)l., ,. I fllrtI1el·. add, tllis 
objection, if it proves any thing in the 
prefent cafe, pro,rcs to,o tl1uch ; it provl~s 
that GEORGE the third, has no rigbt to the 
Rritifh crO'Vl1, but that tbat is the right:, 
tIle ill11erit<ln(:e of- the iUlnlediatc hei14 of . 
JAM E s the fecond, or fotncbody eIfe, 110 

Ill0rt.ll can tell ,vho.---... Bllt aftel· all it is 
illlpoffible to fatisfy fome people. 

~rhcre are among us, tnen who profcife(i 
to be friends to their country, and Wh4:) 

flY, they look upon the acts of the Britilb.: . 
parlialnent, \ve cOluplain of~ as cruel, Ull

confiitntion~l and oppreffive, and yet finel, . 
fattlt with every Hep \ve take, ,vith ever)r 
Ineafllre we pudue, and endeavor to dif:' 
courage people from attelnpting deliver·· 
alIce tI1cl·cfr·olll. But 110w call filell lnert 
reconcile theirprofeffion and their conduai~: 
I'hey point out no otlu'r way wherein tOl 

look for,or expect relief: If they Inuit find 
fault let thenl fuggefi {'(nue fi:ep~ and nlC:l04 

- F Cures 
~ . 
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illres for public confideration, '" hich they 
tllin·k adviJeable .LO take. But it is not a 
little vain and :lrrog~!1t for tnen, totally 
unacquainted \vith puhlic affairs, the at:' 
f~lirs of the State, and WirJl the world, and 
"",ho feldoln go beyond the 1inoak of their 
own chhllnies, to pretend to arraign the 
'W'Haom of the Congrc.fs, the wiitloln of the 
Continent. We are rClnarkably united in 
the Ineafhres taken: vVe ha ve petitioned, 
w'e have l1 elnonLl14atec): \Ve havt! t:ried 
every \\'ay for relief: \Ve have been clri .. 
VC~11 to al·ms : \Ve llave beell [014ceu' t{}~ all 

independency. -.. Still the nlen cr~'" out -; 
nothing is condllaed as it ought to be : 
\Ve are all undone ~ " Doubtlels they are 
tIle men, al1d \vilti0111 ~~.~J.i (tie \\ritll tIle111." 

I grant all nlen have a right to canva{s 
public tneafures, and to fpeak their lllinds. 
BrIt tllen tll(~re i~ a (ietcX'el)Ce ({lIe to t]le 

public j\.ldgmcnt. Individuals, \V ho diflent" 
fhould do it v(ith modeHy and fclf..difli
dence, as not hcing cert~in Qut others nlay 
ktl0\'\~ as well, if not 1}ZllCh bettel· tllall tll(~'/:a-

" 
If they proteft, let thcnl gi \' e theil- reafons, 
otherwHe they had better be totally filcnt. 

But not to enlarge. Froln ,,-hat h~s 

be'en faid above, fi·om plain nndcnLlb1f' 
t"~ '1 '~~ 
.Al l\\" ~ .. 
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fa<.:ls, it i5 evidelit t~efe colonies 'lV,ill ancl 
11111/1 be juftificd, by the ,vhole candid and 
iJnpartial world ill declaring themfelves 
ti-ee ana independent States,abfolvedfrom 
all allegiance to theBritHh crown,and to
tally difconne",ed \\rith theBritifh empire. 

I {h,all no\v mak,e a ~ew reflections 
upon, and inference f1·on1 \vhat has been 
offel·e(]. " 

It is a l1atu14al illfi~rence fl·oln facred 
fiory, and fi-oIll \vhat has been raid above, 
that kingly governnlent is n,ot agreeable 
to the di vine \vill, and is often c:. very 
great evil~ The wiH of God aa Inade 
knowll by Gideon j and the prophet Sa-
111.t.lcl ex.prefsly diiapproves of government 
by kingi. "Near three thollfand y,ears 
pa1Ied a \V~ty frotn the IVfo..hlic account of 
the creation, bjore the Jews uuder a na
tional dclufion, afi~ed a ki ng. ---'Till then 
theil: .t~nn of gOYCrnluent (except ill ex
traordin2.r:f cafes \v here t he A llui6 hty j 11-

t erpoled) was a kind of republic adluintf
tred"by a judge, and the elders of the 
tribes. Kings they had none, and it 
w as held f1ntl.t1 to acknow ledge any being 
~'llller· tllat title' bllt tIle L,Ol·d ofl101ls. 
-".nd when a n1~Ul i(~rioufl'y reiletls, on the 

- idolat1~ous 
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idolatrous homage paid (0 the perfons ,of 
kings, \ve need not wonder that the Al
mighty, ever jealous of his honor, lhould 
difapprove of a fOrln of government ,,1 hich 
fo hnpioufly invades the pr("rog~tive of 
heaven." No form of gevernluent but 
kingly or monarchial, is an invafion of 
Cod's prerogative; this is. It will be 
"Clin to 31ledge, itl" proofs of the divIne 
approb3tion of kingly government, that 
"\vc are cOll11nandcd to p1".'1Y for kings, and 
to .fubmit unto kings. For, when in their 
folly, and " firong delufion,H a people 
fix upon kingly, monarchial governn1cnt, 
they 111Ufi: lllake the beft of it, pray that 
their king may reign in righteoufn!.'ls and 
rule with judgtnent, and mufi fuhlnit to 
his rule and authority,'/o long as it can be 
done coniitl~nt with their duty to thcnl
lelves, to poilerity, to 111ankind and to 

GocL The 111o{l high over all t.he earth, 
gave kings at firf~, to the Jews (t1S he tends , 
,var) in anger, and as a judginent, .and 
it rnay be aJtirnicd, that upon the whole, 
thcy haye heen a i~~ourge to the inhabi
tallts o1"~ tJ."i{~ C{ll·tll (~\rer> fil1CC. '\1t; ifl 

thefc~ States, arc now evidently under file 
frowns of heaven for onr lnanv and great. .. 

tran (gn.:Hions 



"" ,[ 45 ] 
tranfgreffions : it is to be hoped "e {hall 
not " add to our fins, this evil to afk flJ 

a king."· ' 
Again, ,ve may infer that ho,vever 

£'\ulty the king luay be, and although he 
has forfeited the allegiance, and affection 
of this people, yet they ,vho have advifed 
hitl1 to fuch acts, and to fnch harfh and 

.. rigorous l.ueafures, as have divided' the 
kingdoln,and brought us into this condi
tion, are veryly guilty in the fight of God, 
and Intlfi, \'1ith tIle )\.ill!!, anf\vcl.· an()tllcr 

,-,:J 

day before God, for all the evil cnnic-
QlICnCes of th'eir ,ticl~e(] ad"ice, all(l r-aol -
conduct, ~\nJ elprcially for that torrent 
ct"11tltnan blood ,vitll '\111i(~h 011I· 1allc} is 
deluging. The alCls of the BritHh parll~t
ment, and the Jneaillrcs taken Clgainft: U!), 
ha ve been nlofily ii.iggcHed, COll tri red, 
and urged by the nororionfly inf11110l\S 

II lltcllirlf()ll 

'* It ~ay be obf~!""e~ that new truths are of~en ftruck out by 
aht c\)111fion of r)c.'rth~s, t n the eaJ~ernt;f.~ of Con tro\-cr(v, \vhich 
othcrwi fe would htlv(! t1 in hid, l'he d i \' joe d i (ttrF! oL;t i on of 4 

form 0 f gO\' e f n me Yt t, by kin)!'s) I t ~ k e to be 0 nco f d-,.i s ( () Ito f 
truths. l~hc timt's 1".:ive ltd to a free' inq'Ji"Y into the o!';gin, 
n:"! t',irc and dt:fign of ci vi I govern me71 t, an rj 71'1 t·) the \':1 r !'oJ.!~ f ~rm~ 
'rh ic:, have OLL.d ned in I he: (t'\' c': ,11 rt ~'~e~ of t. ~1f.,~ ,,'or ld, ;!nd iL to 
tI.e. divine ber~ditary right of kings. And, I am fuU), conyi~"ced, 
the mo','\! this fur,jetl iz. '::,O'1tr(~\~ red rt:-Hi c')nfid~red, th~ clearer 
jt .\1 dl ~~rpe;~r to tJ'Jprelu(!ic~:d rr inds~ tb~t kin~sl}r government is 
in f ~{t cent rary to .he wind .nl! \\' ill of God" 



, 

i 11~lt~chillfon' (l:ilte govcrnorof this provi.n~e) 
I ,~ 11 1 · .. t'" he d · ;. ~l.11(l 11S''lnllllons 0 t lS cotJrlt~.·j", ~all illt· .. 

thereu by lllen in place and power in 
Great-Britain. Leaving our orber eue .. 
Dlics j tile cri!nes of ftlcll as ur'c of tllis 
land, who ha\'c been plotting their COUll

t.Fy~s ruin, iecln to pl1rihe the1t: bloody 
tnen, they arc f,lUell into the ph they 
v.'ere dig,gillg f~r others, tbey are the 1l10il 

and grcateJi of thenl banHhed their llati\'e 
lanq, and t::lir inheritances; Inany of thenl 
deftitute, affii{t~d,' tortuented, and ~hc 
voice of thdr brethren's blood, fhed 
greatly by their lncan~ cr;"th unto God 
!i"OIU the groulllL Nor are they £'.ntire
ly gniltlcts, let 111<.: her(; (ar, who, alllong 

ouri~l res, i~·(,tn to think the ,,'ar in 'which 
,,·c arc C:lg.1gcd, not jun, or the ~1ttelnpt. 

irapra,:ticablc, ttlH.l rliert"f(>1'e \\,111 not atin, 
ill ()lll" (Ie fellC(~ \V l'~ell Ollr (Ill is at 1~l~ll{(:, 

• 
b U L 1 t ~111 4.1 :"1100 i' t "1' (j l11 0 II r' t } .. 0 lll) 1 e S' , a 11 (l 
"~ i{ll ,,'/cll t() tIle (:~lllte (Jf~ OU1· acl \·'crf:111 ies. 
rrhcy \','ho declin~ the 1'er\ ice, and will 
l10t lead an helping hand, while we are 
f ll·ll ~!' 2,1 i f) ~ J., f 01" 1 ~ ie, I} llll t (.) .. ~ J C ( t t () ]'11 e e t 

<., .' \ , 4... J 

\vitll J~~:~'~11C~ t*lC~t\/\r J·nd~lncnt~ "Cu!"ie ve 
j ,- ~ 

11cr0'l. (i:lid the an~el of the Lord) curle 
yc oitterly the illhabitan~ thf'rc{Jf~ bt;cauf(

they 
.. J"·'pe""'· ... ) • Cw.) , . tit.. J " 
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they c~nle not to the help of the Lord,i tb 
the help of the Lord againft the mighty.,1 
If our .;auie he good and juU (and ,vho can 
dep .~' this) if heaven has conjuCled us to 
an ... ndependency, if this "can'fe is from 
God," as the revolt of th.e tep. tribes 'vas, 
if wh~n the falvation of Ollr country calls 
for our aid, we refufe jt, thro' oppofitioD; 
c~)\vatdice, or any other caufc, the clirfe 
of God will pUritle. us. •• Cuded be he 
that doth the ,vcrk of the Lord deceitfully, 
gnd cllrfed be he that kee,l1eth back his 
{word ti·om blood."t 

Once n1ore; As ,ve have geell nccefii.., 
tated to f(~parate frolu Great-Britain, w-e 
nluft luake the beft of a nate of Indepen .. 
dc-ncy. l~o£with(landing we give up_ 
that flau \vith reluCtance ; yet I am fuJly 
£ollvinced that Independency is, in e\'cry 
view', the interen ()f America. If any \ 
alTIOng us are dctlrous of being fatisfied 
that this is onr int~~ren, and that ,ve are 
able to fupport ourfelves thercin 1 under 
the patronage of that. infinitely wife Being 
'who has bronght us hitherto, let thenl 
divcU thcnlklvcs of preju lice and prcpo
litioil,. and read that incomparable pa~. 
phlet called "C')J!/,mo,'z Sertje," ,vith its ad-

ditions, 
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ditiOl1SJ, and they ,vill have all the fads-
faction they can reafonably demand. 
SOlue alnong ns think we do but dreanl, 
when we taJk of fupporting ourfelves as 
a ieparate ~ople :---They have thought· 
fo in other inllances, and livtd to ieeJ 

,vhat they call..ed our urcan1s, c~me.to parse 
Let me here fubjoin, that fince this 

• 

mighty revolution has taken place in A .. 
merica, there mnfi of nccdfity be a change 
in our DIodes of civil govern nlcnt; and 
this is a matterofthe-~reatcn coniequence, 
as to this life, and ought to engage our 
c10fen attention. It will be unpardona
ble in us to .hlblUit to tyranny and op
preffion \vithin, when we arc hazarding 
every thing dear to us, to defend our
felves againll it froIn ,vithout. A plan 
of governtncnt will {()Oll be laid before 
the people of this State, for their confi .. 
deration.- Let llS not haHily adopt any 
one form; and while we reject the defec1s J 

let us prefcrve the virtues and excellen
cies of <'ur ancient lllode. L~t us c~]y 
cxanlinc, and thoroughly weigh the plans 
aln.:ady adopted by any fincr States, and 
inlprove upon them. And \yhatever fonn 
lve fix UP041, let us be peculiarly caiAeful 

tllut 
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. that every part of the State is fully and 
. , freely reprefented in our'legiflative Ai:' 

it~tnbly. .~ large and full repreientation 
of a people, is· of the greaten inlportance 
to the State. The- p~ople ought to re
taill in their own hands a check upon the 
legillativ e powers, by having their elec
tions very frequent~ at lealt1 once in' a 
yea,:. This is a right we filould be pecu
liarly tenacious ot~ nor ever up'on Ilny con
fideratiol1; give it up. Po,ver is too in
toxicating, to oe cOffitnitted for any great 
length of titne, to the hands of any man, 
or allY body of men~ Long parlialuents 
Ul·e f~)lttlt~~itlS of COle1·ll1)ti{}it alld venality, 

e f ~ 

arc totaliy inconfiflent with liberty in the 
people, and in tilues. fail not to ,york the 
ruin of a State, Further; if the fonn of 
governrnent ,ve {hall adopt, conlifi of 
lnore than one branch~ each ought to be 
entirely independent of, that it tnay not 
in the lean be influenced by the other. 
Hereditary illcccilioll in legiilaturcs, this 
people mull be greatly deluded ever to 
a(ltnit of. In a word, the plan of goverll
Inent ought to be no1;)le and generous, 
fC'curing equal liberty al~d happineis, both 
civil and religions, to every individual; 

G tha~ 
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that· foreigners Inay find among l1S an 
aiylllill ii'Olll tyranny, Ha very and perie ... 

; * CI.1t~011. , 

Finally, Since we are beconle indepen-
dent on an earthry powel·, we cnlinently . 
need the divine favor, finiles, protection 
and bleHing, and fhonld be concerned, 
tllcl·ef"()re to COtl(llltt ill itlCll a )'11anl1~r 
as to lecure the liulle. A~ .our revolt is, 
undoubtedly, of God, he is iayhlg to us 
this day, as he (lid to Jeroboam and the 

. ten tribes of Hi·ael, ~, It {hall be if you ,viU 
hearken unto 311 that I cOlll111alld you,and 
will walk in Illy ways, and do ,vhat isiight . 
in 111Y tight, to keep tny fiatutes and cOIn
nlall(llllellts, tll,lt I ",iIi be \\'it!'1 \7QU, all(l . \ 

buHcJ you qp." "foeHablifh onrlt'lvcsin our 
Independency lc~ llS not take ways and ' 
111t':l.1i.lres which are finfuI, as Jerohoall1 and 
tl1(~ tell tl"ibt~s o.f Ijr~leI di(I. Let lIS be C~lrl!· 

I 

rul to profeis, rnaintain, encourage, an.d , 
pronl0te dle Proteilant religion, as far as . 

• 
111 

• It jj the duty and intcr~ft of a- people ~o grant {r.c: and f~lli~ 
liLerty' of ctl1f(i~l,,(r, in l-.t:~ibi(,us 1l1altcf!i r to all feets, p;.rtieJ 
~n'J dcno:r.~nati'on~, to \\h.,m it can Le allo\\'ed J (on1~fleut \\'ith j 

ahe:_ {afi'y cf the Stiil~. Keligi\,.,u, inl~lJelance in ,.ny {eft, is a 
{uthe ic.. n t~ a I; (' t I, e ()'J ~)l {C~i fOll \,\,1" Y that (eet Qugh t not to Lt: tole- ' 
r .. ted. This mii~bt c;lhly L\~ u'1ade evident, tLlt \\'ould rtcl'lil'e a _ 
lrectt i fl.! l,y i 1 [..::1[. 'fhey \\'ho \t: ara t f urthC'r fat h,f ac1ion UPC1'- point. 
of th is ltd ture I I \\'ould f~f ~r t 0 t~ at ir4t: ft j :llable volume.. en \itl~d 
4~ 11?1 P~z!li.ldi:l~71 ej" ( .. ~(,I}wr:i:n(.:.". 

1 
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in us lieth, in oppotition to HeatheniftnJ 

all Idolatry. That \ve Inay be fupported, 
let liS' not too tnlleIl COlllltetl,ltlCe, and 

~ 

encourage fuch neighbours and nates, as 
are el1el11ies to the Protcflal1t Callie atld 
interefi: -; left, if \ve fhouId, we be telll pt
ed to depart fronl the living God. Cod 
has ever bce~t1 the friend and patron of the 
American Ifracl, and he ,viII continue f6, 
if ,ve act up to our character and oh1i~ 
geuion. "l~he Lord is with you, ,vhile 
yon be with hirn, and if yon feek him, he 
,vill be found o( you: Bnt if you forfake 
hitn, he will fodake you." * As raid Aza
riah unto Afa, and all J ueah and Ben j a .. I 

nlin. It is of nl0re inlportance for us to 
~eep in covenant \vith God, . and to be 
upon good ternlS w·ith heaven, than to be 
ill league and fricndf11ip \vith the nlof[ 

potent States.. Let us be careful to keep 
up alnollg us, the religion of JC1ilS Chritt 
pure "nd uncorrupted by hnnlan additi
ons- or mixtures, and the ,vorfhip of God 
unadulterated, and, then the God, "In 
,vhoJl1 our fiHhers' trn.fieds and 'vcr~ deli
vered," \vill delight to build us up, and 
to plant us ; he ,vill gi re u's fuccefs i 11 the 
J?refcnt war, h~ ,vill rebuke the ki ng. and 

1 

llCOI)lt 
. . 

" C' · 1 _ z nronlC cs xv. ~~. 
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1,~oplle of Great-Britain) ,,,ith their aUics~ 
and fay to theIn, as he did to Rehoboam . , 
and the two tribes who adhered to hiln, 
'when they were ablIlI.l. to levy war l1pOll 

the t(~n t rib~s; "Y e !hall not go up, nor 
fight ngainfi your brethren, the children 
()f IG:ael ; return every Ulan to his houfe. 
l()i thi~ thing is of Ine." · He wiU difa p" 

• 1 1 \I f · d })Olllt t lC '..lC",y1ce·s 0 Ol11· ellemJe~J ~\ll 

lnake thenl to he at pc~ce with us." "If 
Gotl,be thus torus, "'ho can beagainfi us.'~ ,r e fhall be fafe and happy. *,' 'There is 
l-;.one like unto the (jod of Je!hurun, ,,110 
l·ideth upon the heaven in thy he1p, and 
in his excellency on the fky. rfhe eter· 
,nal God is thy refuge, and underneath 
are the cverlaHiog z\nns : and he fhall 
thrufi out the cnclny fi·onl before thfe,anQ" 
fhall !~Y' Deftroy the1n. lfl"a~l !11al~ then_j} 
d\vell In fafety alone: the fountain of . ~ 

Jacob thali be upon a land of COl'!! and 
wine, alio his heaven {haB drop down 
de\y. Happy art thou; 0 Ifrael : ,,'ho is: 
like unto thee, 0 people !1tved by the' 
LORn" the fhicld of thy help, and who is 
the fword of thy excellency! and th1no 
·ellClnit,s filall be f()lJIld lial·s 1111tO t11ee, '. 
aUf} thou {baIt tread upon their high 

place!? '~ 
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1'1~Ct5." \Ve are ready to anticipate 
" thofe happy titnes, when thefedays of 

tribtllation fllall'be at all eJld; \vhen our 
brethren {hall return fi·Olll the high places 
of the fieJ-d, \vhen we \vith theIn, £hall ret 
unclet· our own vines and fig-trees quietly 
enjoying the inherit"nce our AncefiQrs 
have left us, and the ii'uits of our o'vn 
hard labor, and honefi indufiry, and have 
llolle to 111al~c 115 afraid. ,,'Sa~fe £I·ol}l 

the encnlY of the wildernefs ; fafe fronl 
the griping hand of arbitrary [way, an(l 
crllcl fupcrftltion ; here {hall be the late 
founded fcat of peace and freedo111. Here 
{hall arts &.;.~Hl1ciencc5, the con1pallions of 
tranquility aI'.d liur.;rlY, florinl. l-iere {hall 
d\,\reU uncorrupted iaHJ1, the pure ,vor .. 
fhip of God unawed,ui',intcrrupted ; here 
{hall it ('xtcnu itlclf, and its benign in. 
fillcl1ces ,1111onp: thf'111, \vho have llitllerta 

\ .... 

U Sat in darkncis, in the region, and nn 4 

der tllC f11aclo\\' of (Je~,tll.)' ,,'Tr'utll {hall 
fpring out of the earth, and rig1 teoulhefs 
{lla11 lool( dO\~1n li~Ol11 fI(~a \~eJl : )' ea, tIle 
Lor"l {hall give that which is good; righ ... 
tcouJi1eis {hall go before hiln, and Hl~U 
{t·t ns in the way of his Heps." NeVI 
iOlll'CeS cf '\vcalth !hall continually open 

\11',011 
A. . 
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upon llS, Ol1r trade {haH floriOl and in .. 
creafe, this land fhall be the f\1art of all . 
nations j here {han ,ve beC0111e great a
mong the powers of the earth, by grow .. 
iog numbers; for this vine, which the 

~ Lord hath planted, {hall extend her bran ... 
- CllCS f14 0nl :tca to ica-, allcl trOlll tl1e l"i vcrs 

Ullto tIle ell,l of", tile eartll. llcre fil~111 
we enjoy the nlOn perted: fteedont and 
Jibe'7ty, while \ve .live, and tran11uit the 
faille, as a good inheritance, to our chiL
dren, and they to theirs, 'till tilne {haH 
be n.o 1110l-C; fOl~ ~f TIle l11erc" of tile 
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Lord is from everlafiing to cver1aHing, 
upon them that fear hinl,and his righ ... 
teollfnefs tllt1tO cl1ildrcn's cI1ild.rcn,to fllCh 
as keep hh; covenant, a;:d to them who, 
remembcrjis commandnlents to do theIUe u, 

Let U~ rejoice th~:lt the Lord rcigneth, an.c..\ 
let us patic~ntly truft in him, and ,,,ait 
his thne for cOll1pleat deIivfrcncc. And 
may God fulfill to us his ancien t prolui1es" 
delivered in the noblcfi: flrains; hy the. 
enlightned prophet, with ,vhich I clole •. 
-= " 0 thou affiil'1:ed, to/fed ,'ith tCll1pefi" 
and not co:rnforted : Behold, I ,yill lay 
thy fioncs with f~\ir colors, and lay thy 
foundation with iaphircs, and I ,,,ill 11lake 
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thy \vindo,,':s of agates, and thy gate, 
of carbuncles, . and all thy borders of 
plcalant Hones. And all' t~y children 
{hall be taught of the Lord, and great 
lhalfbe the peace of thy children. In 
righteoufhefs fualt thou 'he enabliQ1ed: 
Thou (halt be far froln oljpreffion, fot 
thou {halt not fear, and frolll terror, for 
1t {hall not cotne near thee. Behold they 
fhall lllrely gather together, but not by 
me: '\Vholoever {hall gather together 
agaillft thee {baH fall fer' thy fake. No 
,veapon that is forlned againft thee iliall 
proli)er," * " For brafs I ,will bring gold, 
and for iron I \vill bring ftJver, and for 
,voo(l b14 ais, and fOl" fiOllCS il"on. I ,viii 
aHo tnake thy officers peace, and thine 
cxaBor.f righteoufilefs. Violence {hall flO 

lllorc be heard in thy Jand, waifiing nor 
dellrnclioll,'vithin thy borders ; but thou 
fhalt call thy walls 1alvation, and thy gates 
praite. 'fhy people aHa {hall be all righ
teous : They fllall inherit the land for
('\'(,1\ ~he branch of nly planting, the 
~v()rk of Iny hands that I l11ay be glori .. 
fice). A little orle 111~l11 l>ecoll1e a tllOll" 

i~lncl, and a finall one a lh'{)ng nation: I 
tIle Lord ,villllaficIl it ill llis titlle." ..... 
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