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with Great-Britain, we fhall always care-
fully and zealoufly endeavor to fupport
and maintain.---We prelent this petition
only to obtain redrefs of grievances.---
We thereforc befeech your majelly, that
your royalauthority andinterpofition may
be ufed for our reliet, and that a graci-
ous anfver may be given to this petition.”
In the fecond addrefs of the Congrefs to
the king, the laft year, they fay, ¢ Attach-
ed to your majefty's perfon, family and
government, with all the devotion that
principle, and affection can infpire ; gon-
nected with Great-Britain by the ftrong-
eft ties that can unite {ocieties, and de-
ploring every event that tends in any de-
gree to weaken them, we folemnly afture
your majefty, that we not only defire the
former harmony between her, and thefe
colonies may be reftored, but that a con-
cord may be eftablifhed between them
upon fo firm a bafis, as to perpetuate its
bleflings, uninterrupted by any future
diffentions, to fiicceeding generations in
both countries.” After mentioning the
new {yftem of ftatutes and regulations
adopted with refpect to the colonies, they
add, ¢ We thgrefore befeech your ma-
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jefty that your royal authority and influ-
ence may be gracioufly interpoied to pro-
cure us relief from our afflicting fears
and jealoufies, occafioned by the fyftem
before mentioned, and to fettle peace
through every part of your dominions,
with all humility fubmitting to your ma-
jefty’s wife confideration, whether it may
not be expedient for facilitating thofe
important purpofes, that your majefty be
plealed to dire@ fome mode by which the
united applications of your faithful colo-
nilts to the throne, in prefence of their
common councils, may be improved into
a happy and permianent reconciliation
and that, in the mean time, meafures may
be taken for preventing the further de-
ftruction of the lives of your majefty’s fub-
jects, and that fuch fratutes as more 1m-
mediately diftrefs any  of vour majefty’s
colonies may be repealed.” Thus thefe
colonics have, by their reprefentatives in
Congrefs, unitedly and in the moft hum-
ble, refpectful manner, repecatedly peti-
tioncd the king, for redrefs of grievances.
They have afked only for relief from cruel
and oppreflive acts made fince 1763. But
the king’s ear has been deaf to our re-
quefls, and humble fuits. [
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I know it isfaid by fome among wus,
that thole petitions could not be heard,
becaufe they came wnot from a eon-
ftitutional body. But I would reply,
that every way of remonftrating, and
petitioning was tried, betore this, but
was 1acffectual, or wis ucicimpted, but
was fruftrated ; vecciiicy  therefore, if
nothing elfe, would juflify this mea-
fure ol petitioning by a generalCongrefs.

“Bur beiides, <what method could have
been taken to obtain the fenfe of all
the colonies, and coilect the whole force
and flrength th:reet united 1n humble,
earneft petitions tar relict, but this, of
choofing men in all the colonics, by their
re(pective aflemblics, to it in one grand
Council, to conjult, and dcliberate upon
matters refpeciing their common fatety
and happincis.  To me, 1t appears, no
affembly could be more conflitutional, or
abfolutely neceflary, and no petitions
could come wuth greater weight, or have,
(all things coutidered) a mere likely ten-
dency to gain audience, than when com-
ing from ail the <olonics united therein.
Buc thefe have been nempled under toot
all cur humble poitioas every way, and
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from every quarter, have been anfwered
only by a repetition of injurious abufes
and infults. The king and miniflry have
been obftinately bent upon carrying their
defign into effect, for taxing thefe colo-
nics, overturning our free conflitutions
and eftabling an ablolate tyranny over us,
othcrwife he would have heard us, when
we have fo often called for relief, for mer-
cy, for juitice. The real truth appcars
to be this. They were determined not
to hear us, if we called ; accorcingly they
cut off all polflibility of petitioning in what
they pretend is the only regular, coniti-
tutional way, aand then refufe to hear us,
becaule we do not prefent our petitions
in that way. Thenecellity theretfore, we
have been under, of throwing off our con-
nection with Great-Britain, renouncing
king George,and his evil counfellors, and
{fetting up as independent flates, plainly
appears.  We could get no relief : if we
had [ubmitted to their ulurped jurifdic-
tion, we muft have been in a flate of the
moit abject flavery and wretchedne(s; and
becaufe we cou/d not fubmit, we are
threatned to be devoured with the fvord.
\Ve have not been rath and hatty in de.
claring
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claring ourflclves independent ; as the ten
tribes were 1a their revole from ehobo-

m ; but we have waited even unto long
fuffering. Thele thirteen years have we
been fulfering from the cruel hands of
tyrants, and mercilefs oy prcﬂms; ““ in
every ftage of thele oppreftions we have
petitioned,” entreated, ciicd for relief, but
they huve mizde their hearts as an ada-
mant {toae, tiat they might not hear us.
When fuch along wrain of abuits, and
uf‘urp'wf' as,purfuing invariably the fame
objeft evinces a detign to reduce us un-
der avfolute de {pouim, ic I1s our rvight, ic
is our duty to throw off fuch government,
and provide new guards {or our tuture
fecurity.  the king, miniftry, and par-
linment of Great-Britwin have by their
foolitlh, mad, and mfatuated meafures,
loit by far the greateft part of the Britifia
dominions, and that which was a con-
flant tource of wealth and ftresath to
them.  He furcly muft be either a very
weak or 2 very wicked prince, who could
pericvercingly conduct in this manner,
It he has been Jed by Lis minitters and
counticiors, contrary to his own inclina-
tion, e muevit be very {oolith and weak

AN e
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And we may here apply the faying of a
much wifer king,* ¢ Wo to thee, O land,
when thy king is a child, and thy prin-
ces eat in the morning.”  Alfo that other
proverh” 1 {peech.T ¢ Better is a poor
and wile child, than an old and foolifh
king, who will no more be admonifhed.
For out of priion he cometh to reign,
whercas alfo he that 1s born in his king-
dom, becometh poor : on the other hand,
if thefe meafures were agreeable to his will
and inclination, and approved of by him,
if he has all a long choien, and kept in
oftice, fuch mer as he knew would favor
and fupport his meafuves, he has been
very wicked. Either of thefe charadters
is not very honorable.  They muft both,
in fome dearee, belong to George the
third : we therefore chearfully renounce
hini, as totally unfit and unworthy to be
our king and head: let them who like him,
take him, and make the beft ofhim. Itis
pity, that fome way could not be difco-
vered, wherehy the few in thele ftates,
who appear peculiarly fond of fuch a
king, might be traniblanted to Great-
Dritain, there to parcicipate in the fruits
of

¥ Leclehiaftes, 10, 16, t Leclefiaftes 4. 13, 14,
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of s tyranical reign.  Such as have an
ap-like difpofition as Iffuchar, who would
willingly couch down between two bur-
dens ; who think, a quiet life, in a good
land, though accompanied with flavery
and Dbondage preterabiz to large facrifi-
ces and grear flruggles for the fuke of
enjoying frecdom and liberty, ouvght, if
pollible, to be gratified. It is a natural
remark we may here make,that it had been
ealy for George to have retained thele
fltates in allegiance to his crown, and
hearty atbection to his perfon., Let a
prince confider whatitis that movesapeo-
ple principally to affettion, and dearnefs
towards their fovercign. e fhall {ee that
there needs no other aruiice in it, than
to Jet them cujoy unmolefted, ~what beloug to
them of right + if thar has been invaded,
and violated in any Kind or degree, where-
by their affections are alicnated, the next
confideration for awile prince, who would
be happy, is how to regain them: to
which threce things are egually necef-
{ury : to reinflate them in cheir former
liberties s 1o revenge them of the authors
of thiole violations, and to {ecire them
from the apprencenitons of the like again,

But
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But to return.

What has been faid above, fhows that
we have adopted independency of necel=
fity, not of choice ; to which fome object,
and pretend to charge us with aiming alf
along at independency, with being fedi-
tious, and impatient of any governmenta’
To this I reply in the words of the Con-
grefs, in their firlt addrel to the inhable
tants of Great-Britain, * Be affured thag
thefe are not fats, but calumnies. Per-
mit us to be as free as yourlelve » and we
{fhall ever efteem a unjon with you our
greatelt glory, and our greate(t happinefss
we fhall ever be ready to contribute, all
in our power, ta the welfare of the empire:
we fhall confider your enemies as our
enemies, and your intereft as our own.’”
In the laft addrefs to thc inhabitants of
Great-Britain they fay. ¢ It has been
faid that we refule to mbmxt to the re-
ftrictions on our commerce. Fromwhence
15 this inference drawn ? not from our
words ; we having 1cpea‘tedly declared
the contrary, and we again profefs our
fubmiflion to the fever al acts of trade and
navigation paflcd before the year 1763,
trulting, neverthelefs, in the equity and

13 jullice
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juitice of parliament, that fuch of them ,
as, upon cool and impartial confidera-
tion, fhall appear to have impofed un-
neceffary, or grievous reftrictions, will at
fome happier period, .be repealed or al-
tercd. And we chearfully confent to
the aperation of fuch acts of the Britifl
parlizment as {hall be reftrained to our
external commerce for the purpofe of fe-
curing the commercial advantages of the
whole empire to the mother country, and
the commercial benefits of its refpeftive
members, exchuding every idea of taxa-
tion internal or external, for raifing a re-
venue on the {ubjects in America, wirh-
out their confent.” ¢ Wec afk not ( fay
they in their addrefs to the people of Ire-
land) for pentions, for wealth, or for ho-
nors, but for the humble boon ¥ being
permitted to poflefs the fruits of honett
induftry,and to enjoy that degree of liber-
ty, to which God, and the conftitution
have given us an undoubted right” Go-
vernor Johnftone in his fpeech in parlia-
ment vindicates the colonies from this af-
perfion, of aiming at independence. He
fays from his Lnowledrre, and from con-
verfution with Americans, friends to ad-

miniftrasion,
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miniftration, “ That America is unani-
mous in refifting the power of taxing them
by the Britifh parliament where they have
no reprefentatives-: that they will never
yield this point : that in:cafe they were
‘made ealy on this point, and fecure as to
their charter, on which their property de-
pends, they would immediately return to
their duty and obedience. This, I aver
to be the univer{(al report and opinion of
men, with whom [ have converfed, from
America, If any one difputes the truth
of my aflertions, I now defy him to bring
any evidence to contradi¢t me, and [ now
uandertake to bring men of the beft cha-
racter in fupport of what I aver,---I main-
tain that the fenfe of the beft and wifeft
men, in this country, is on the fide of the
Americans : three to one, in Ircland, ave
on their fide : the greateft chara@ers in
tnis country confider them as contending
1n the glorious caufe of preferving thofe
inftitutions which are neceffary to the
happinefs, fecurity, and elevation of the
human mind.” Iadd, if certain indivi-
duals were zealous advocates for American
independency, it was by no mcans the
voice of the Congrefs, nor of the body of

- the



[ 36 )

the people, in any of the colonies, until
all hope of a rcconciliation with Great-
Britain was entirely cut off, but upon
the terms of afking parden for crimes
we had never committed, and abfolute
unconditional f{ubmiffion.

It has been faid, we have dared Eng-
land to fight us, have bid them a challenge,
aud now complain of their cruelty and
inhumanity becaufe they acceptit. Now
this, if from any thing, muft be colleéted
from the public petitions and addrefles of
the Congrefs. I have atteantively and
impartially reviewed them all, and I find
nothingbearing fuch an afpect. They have
mentioned our grievances, and petitioned
for redrefs. They have ftated our rights,
and declare their firm retolution te de-
fend them to the laft, and if Britain means,
by force, to attémpt 19 compel us to fub-
iniffion to her unrighteous ecnaa we fhall
endeavor to repel force” by force. This
is the moft we have faid, and does this
Jook like a challenge ? furely no. The"
Congrefs in their declaration fetting forth
the caufes and neceflity of taking up arms,
fay. ¢ We are reduced to the alterna-
tive of choofing an unconditional fubmif-

fion
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fion to the tyranny of imitated minifters,
or refiftance by force, The latter is our
choice. We have counted the coft of this
conteft, and find nothing fo dreadful as
voluntary flavery. Honor, juftice, hu-
manity forbid us tamely to furrender that
freedom which we received from our gal-
lant anceftors, and which our innocent
pofterity have a right to receive from us.
We cannot endure the infamy and guilt
of refigning fuceceeding generations to
that wretchednefs which inevitably awaits
them, if we bafely entail hereditary bon-
dage upon them. Left this declaration
fhould difquiet the minds of our friends
and fellow fubjets in any part of the
empire, we aflure them, that we mean
not to diflolve that union which has fo
long, and fo happily {fubfifted between us,
and which we fincerely wifh tofee reftored.
Neceflity has not yet driven us into that
defnerate meafure, or inducedus to excite
any other nation to war zgainft them.
We have not raifed armies with ambiticus
defigns of {feparating from Great-Britain,
and cftablithing independent States. We
fizht not for glory or ior conqueft. e
exhibit to mankind the remarkable {pec-
tacle
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acle of a people attacked by unprovoked
encmics, without any imputation, or even
fufpicion of offence. They boaft of their
priviieges, and civiligation, and yet prof-
fer no milder conditions than fervitude
or death. In our own native land, in
“defence of ths freedom that is our birth-
right, and which we cver enjoved, till the
late violation of it, for the proteétion of
our property acquired{olely by the honeft
Anduftry of our forefathers, and ourfelves,
‘againft vioience, atually offered, we have

taken up arms. We {iall lay them down

when hottilities (hall’ ccafe on the part of
the agoreflors, and all danger of their be-
ing renewed, fhall be removed and not
before.” Thus we have bid no chalienge ;
we have only declared we will maintain
our rights ; we only fight in our own
defence: fome among us indeed indeavor
to perfuade themiclves, and odhers, that
the oath oi allzginnce which ppuny have
taken, bind themn to fubmit to thofe alls
of adminiitration we complain of, or by
no meaans to refilt them :----That if they
refift they are guilty of perjury, and the
moit awtul violation of their oath. To
this, as they imaginc, waighty and plauf-

Ile



bie objection, 1 beg leave to reply ; that
allegiance and protection are reciprocal
dutxcs is due to rulcrs from their fubjeéts
while they are protelted and fecured in
the enjoyment of their juit rights, liber-
tics, property and lives (which was the
only defign of the inftitution of civil go-
vernment) but if rulers, inftead of thus
protecting and defending their f{ubjects,
ufe their power, influence and authority,
to enflave, ruin and deftroy their fellow-
fubjects ; allegiance 1s no longer due,
~whither men have exprefsly, or only im-
plicitly taken the oath of allegiance and
fubmiffion to the government. Between
rulers and their fubjeéts, there is always
a_covenant exprefled or fuppofed, and
ulers are under oath to govern according
to the conftitution, and fun.lmnental laws
of this State ; and the pecnle even where
they have taken exprels oaths of allegiance
to their rulers, are thereby bound to obey
them, no further than thcy govern ancdl
rule agrecable to the {cttled conftitution.
But when rulers,by leaping the bounds of
conftitution, violate ithe covenant or com-
pact, between them, and the people ; the
peoplearediichargedfromtheiroathofalle-
glance
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giance,and it thenis their righs,their dury to
oppofe and refift them. In all covenants,
contracts or compacts, where onc party
violates them, the other party is no longer
held thereto, or bound thereby. TFor this
reafon is it, that uithough the government
15 under obligation to fecure to every {ub-
ject, the enjoyment of property, liberty
and life ; yet when {ubjelts rebel againit
lawful authority, are guilty of tyeafonable
practices againt good rulers, or the ftate,
they are no longer entitled to protection,
they have forfeited properiy,liberty or life, ™
and the government may lawfully take
either away, according to the nature and
degrec of their offences.  Befides, this
objection, il ithas any weight in it, would
at once {upport thofe jultly exploded doec-
trines of pailive obedience, and nen-refift-
ance 3 doctrines dive¢ily contrary ro the
praitice of the apollles, who yet preached
up all diee fubmithon to civil government.,
For, if the oath of allegiance, which many
actually rake, and all are fuppoted to be
under to their rulers(bind as they pretend)
there mu't be ready fubmifiion yielded to
all their comimands, there muft be no re-
fittunce oflercd to them in any cales, even
where
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where they enjoin and require things cons
trary to the conflitution, to the nature
and reafon of things, inconfiftent with the
delign of government, the well-being of
the State, or repugnant to the exprefs will
of God. Whereas, ¢ we are bound to God
ratber than men.”” [ further add, this
objeltion, if it proves any thing in the
prefent cafe, proves too much ; it proves
that GeorGE the third, has norighs to the
Bririfle crown, but that zhar is the right,
the inheritance of the immediate heir of
James the fecond, or fomebody elfe, no
mortal can tell who.----But after all it is
impoflible to fatisfy fome people.

There are among us, men who profefled
to be friends to their country, and who
{1y, they look upon the as of the Britifln
parliament, we complain of, as cruel, un-
conftitutional and opprcﬂlvc, and yet find
fault with every itep we take, with every
meafure we purfue, and endeavor to dif=
courage people from attempting deliver-
ance therefrom. But how can fuch men
reconciletheirprofe{lion andtheir conduét?.
They point out no other way wherein to
look for,or expelt relief. If they muit find
faule let them fuggeft fome fteps and mea

F fures
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fures for public confideration, which they
think advifeable to take. But it is not a
little vain and arrogunt for men, totally
unacquainted with public affairs, the at-
fairs of the State, aad wids the world, and
who feidom go beyond the {moak of their
own chimnies, to pretend to arraign the
wifdom of the Congrefs, the wifdom of the
Continent. We are remarkably united in
the meafures taken: We have petittoned,
we have remonfirated : We have tried
every way for relief : We have been dri-
ven toarms : We have been forced to an
independency. .. Still the men cr~ out 3
nothing is condudted as it ought to be
We are all undone ! ¢ Doubtlefs they are
the men, and wiidom wiid die with them.”?
I grant all men have a right to canvafs
public meafures, and te fpeak their minds.
But then there 1s a deterence due to the
public jadgment. Individuals,who diflent,
fhould do it with modefty and felf-difli-
dence, as not being certain but others may
know as well, if not much berter than they.
If they proteft, let them give their reafons,
otherwife they had better be totally filent.
But not to enlarge. From what has
been faid above, {rom plain undeniable
facts

ce -
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tacls, it is evident thefe colonies will and
muj? be juftificd, by the whole candid and
impartial world in declaring themfelves
free and independent States,abfolved from
all allegiance to theBritifh crown,and to-
taily difconneded with theBritifh empire.

I thall now make a few refle®tions
upon, and inference from what has been
offered. "

It is a natural inference from facred
ftory, and from what has been faid above,
that kingly government is not agreeable
to the divine will, and is often a very
great evil. The will of God as made
kunown by Gideon ; and the prophet Sa-
muel expreisly difapproves of government
by kings. ¢ Near three thoufand years
pailed away from the Mafaic account of
the creation, &fore the Jews under a na-
tional delufion, afked a king,---’Till then
their {orm of government (except in ex-
traordinary cafes where the Almighty in-
terpoled) was a kind of republic adminif-
tred'by a judge, and che elders of the
tribes.  Kings they had none, and it
was held {inful to acknowledge any being
ander that title buc the Lord of hoits.
And when a man ferioufly refle@s on the

) idolatrous
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idolatrous homage paid to the perfons of
kings, we nced not wonder that the Al-
mighty, ever jealous of his honor, fhould
difapprove of a form of government which
fo impioufly invades the prerogative of
heaven.” No form of gevernment but
kingly or monarchial; 15 an invafion of
God’s prerogative ; this is. It will be
vain to alledge, in proofs of the divine
approbation of kingly government, that
we are commanded to pray for kings, and
to [ubmit unto kings. For, when in their
folly, and ¢ ftrong delufion,” a people
fix upon kingly, monarchial government,
they muft make the beft of it, pray that
their king may reign in righteoufnefs and
rule with judgment, and muft fubmit to
his rule and authority, /o Jong as it can be
done confiftent with their duty to them-
felves, to pofterity, to mankind and to
God. The moft high over all the earth,
aave kings at firtt, to the Jews (as he fends
war) in anger, and as a judgment, and
it may be aftirmied, that upen the whole,
they have been a fvourge to the inhabi-
tants of the carth ever fince. Wein
thefe States, are now evidently under e
frowns of heaven for our many and great
b | tranfgreliions



4clh
[ 45 ]

tranfgreffions : it is to be hoped we fhall
not ¢ add to our fins, this evil to afk #s
a king.”* |

Again, we may infer that however
faulty the king may be, and although he
has forfeited the allegiance, and affetion
of this people, yet they who have advifed
him to {fuch a¢ts, and to fuch har{h and
_rigorous meafures, as have divided the
kingdom,and brought us into this condi-
tion, are veryly guilty in the fight of God,
and muft, with the king, anfwer another
day before God, for ail the evil conie-
auences of their wicked advice, and rafh
conduct, and efpecially for that torrent
ct human blood with which our land is
deluging. The adts of the Britifh parh.-
ment, and the meafures taken againft us,
have been moftly {uggelled, contrived,
and urged by the notorioufly infamous

Hutchinfon

* It may be obferved that new truths are often ftruck out by
the collifion of partics, in the eagernefs of controverfyv, which
otherwife would have lsin hid, The divire difapprolation of &
form of government by kings, I take to be one of tis fort of
truths, The times Five led to a free inguity into the origin,
n2tire anddefign of civil government, and inta the variouns forms
whicli have oltwined in the feveral ages of the world, and into
tl.e divine bereditary right of kings.  And, I am fully convirced,
the moue this fubjecl is zontreve ed and conlidered, the cleater
1t ~ill zppear tounprejudiced winds, that kingly government is
an falt centrary to shie mind and will of God.
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- Hutchinfon (late governorof thisprovince)
¥ and his'minions of this conntry, and fur-
thered by men in placc and power in
Great-Britain. Leaving our orber ene-
mics ; the crimes of fuch as are of this
lJand, who have been plotting their coun-
try’s ruin, feem to pm'i'uc: thefe bloody
men, they arc fallen into the pit they
were digzing for others, they are the moit
and rrzmn’i of them banifhed their native
_land, and fair inheritances ; many of them
deftitute, afflicted, tormented, and the
voice of their brethren’s blood, fhed
greatly by their mcansy crivth unto God
rom the ground. Nor are they entire-
ly guiltlets, let mce here (ay, who, among
dlh,l\(:fb, e to think the war in which
we are eagaged, not jult, or the attempt
impracticable, wnd theretore will not afift
i our defence when our al/ is at ftake,
bur ttand aloof tirom our troubles, and
wiih well to the caule of our adverfaries.
They vho decline the fervice, and will
not lead an helpiug hand, waoile we are
flrogeling for Yie, muit exncct to meet
with Drace heavy  judgment™ ¢ Curle ye
feroz (tald the nngc’l of the Lord) curle
ye bitterly the inhabjtang thereof, becaude

they
¥ Jlpes w23,
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they came not to the help of theLord; t6
the help of the Lord againft the mighty.”
If our :aufe be good and juft (and who can
der v this) if heaven has cor@u&cd us to
an Andcpcndency, if this ¢¢ caufe is from
God,” asthe revolt of the ten tr7ibes was,
if when the falvation of our country ealls
for our aid, we refule it, thro’ oppofition,
cowardice, or any other caufe, the curfe
of God will purfue us. ¢ Curfed be he
that doth the werk of tlie Lord deceitfully,
and curfed be he that keepeth back his
{word from blood.””

Once miore, As we have been necefli~
tated to {eparate from Great-Britain, we
mufl make the beft of a ftate of Indcpem
dency. Notwithltanding we give up.
that flare with reluftance ; ; yet I am fully
convinced that Independcnc.y 1s, 10 every
view, the interelt of America. ¥ any |
among us are defirous of being fatisfied
that tlns is our intereft, and that we are
able to fupport curielves thercin, under
the patronage of that infinitely wife Being
who has brought us hitherto, let them
divelt themfelves of preju lice and prepo-
fition, and read that incomparable pa..
phlet called ¢ Common Senfe,” with its ad-

ditions,
+ Jeremiah xLYYIX, re,
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ditions, and they will have all the fatis-.
faction they can reafonably demand.
Some among us think we do but dream,
when we talk of fupporting ourfelves as
a feparate geople :---They have thought -
fo in other inftances, and lived to {ee,
what they called our dreams, come to pafs.

Let me here f{ubjoin, that fince this
mighty revolution has taken place in A-
merica, there muft of neccility be a change
in our modes of civil government ; and
this is a matter of thegreatcﬁ confequence,
as to this life, and ought to engage our
clofeft attention. It will be unpardona-
ble in us to fubmit to tyranny and op-
preflion within, when we are hazarding
every thing dear to us, to defend our-
felves againft it from without. A plan
of government will foon be laid before
the people of this State, for their confi-
deration. Let us not haltily adopt any

ne form ; and while we reject the defects,
let us preferve the virtues and excellen-
cics of cur ancient mode. Let us cgoly
cxamine, and thoroughly weigh the plans
alrcady adopted by any fittey States, and
improve upon them. And whatever form
we fix upoi, let us be peculiarly caveful

that
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‘that every part of the State is fully and
1 freely reprefented in our legiflative Af~
femDbly. A large and full reprefentation
of a people, is of the greateft importance
to the States The people ought to re-
tain in their own hands a check upen the
legiflative powers, by having their elec-
tions very frequent, at leaft, once in" a
year. This is a right we fhould be pecu-
liarly tenacious of, nor ever upon any con-
fideration, give it up. Power is too in-
toxicating, to ve committed for any great
length ot time, to the hands of axy man,
or any body of men, Long parliaments
are fountains of corrupticii and venality,
arc totaliy inconfiftent with liberty in the
people, and in time, fail not to work the
ruin of a State. Furtheér; if the form of
government we f{hall adopt, confilt of
more than one branch, each ought to be
entirely independent ofy that it may not
in the leatt be influenced by the other.
Hereditary fuccetlion in legiflatures, this
people muft be greatly deluded ever to
admit of. In a werd, the plan of govern-
ment ought to be noble and generous,
fecuring equal liberty and happinefs, both
civil and religious, to every individual ;

G that
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that foreigners may find among us an

afylum from tyranny, {lavery and perfe-
cution., ¥ | o
Finally, Since we are become indepen- §
denteon an earthly power, we eminently §
need the divine favor, {iniles, protection §
and blefling, and fhould be concerned,
therefore to conduct in fuch a manner
as to lecure the fame. As our revole 1s,
undoubtedly, of God, he is faying to us
this day, as he faid to Jeroboam and the
ten tribes of Ifrael, < It {hall be if you will
hearken unto all that I command you,and
will walkin my ways, and do whatisright
in my light, to kcep my ftatutes and com-
mandments, that [ will be with vou, and §
buitd vou up.” Toeftablifh ourtelvesin our
[nde pcndcncy let us not take ways and
meatures which are finful, as Jeroboam and §
the ten wribes of lrael did. Let us be care- §
ful to protefs, maintain, encourage, and §
promote e Pxo*ciiant religion, as far as §
in

* Itis the duty and intersft of a people to grant free and full §
Niberty of cenfricice, in reiigicus maters, to all fects, purties
and denominations, to who.m it can be allowed, confiffent with §
the fafcly of the State,  Keligicus intollerance in any fedt, isa
futhcicnt, and the only teafon why that feet ought not to Le tole- §
rated, This mipht eatly Le made evident, but would requiie 2 §
treatifc by itfelf. They who wunt further fatisfa€lion upen points
of this nature, I would refer to tb at xr.cﬂm)a*lc volume, enitled {

“ The Pallu, I'm'n of Confeiz




in us lieth, in oppoﬁtion to Heathenifim,
ail Idolatry. That we may be fupported,
let us 'not too much countenance, and
encourage {uich neighbours and ftates, as
are enemies to the Proteftant caufe and
intereft ; left, if we fhould, we be tempt-
ed to depart from the living God. God
has ever been the friend and patron of the
American Ifracl, and he will continue {o,
if we a@ up to our character and obli-
gation, ¢ The Lord is with you, while
you be with him, and if you feek him, he
will be found of you : But if you forfake
him, he will forfake you.” * As {aid Aza-
riah unto Afa, and all Judah and Benja-
min. It is of more importance for us to
keep in covenant with God, and to be
upon good terms with heaven, than to be
in league and friendfhip with the moft
potent States. Let us be careful to keep
up among us, the religion of Jefus Chrift
pure and uncorrupted by human additi-
ons or mixtures, and the worfhip of God
unadulterated, and then the God, ¢ In
whom our fathers trufted, and were deli-
vered,” will delight to build us up, and
to plant us ; he will give us fuccefs in the
prefent war, he will rebuke the king and
peopie

{5:

¥ 2 Chronicles xv, 2
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people of Great-Britain, with their allies, -
and {ay to them, as he did to Rehoboam §

and tihe two tribes who adheied to him,
when they were 2bouc to levy war upon

the ten tribes ; ¢ Yethall not go up, nor
fight azainft your brethren, the children

~of Ifrael ; return every man to his houfe,
for tnis thing is of me.” -He wili difap-
point the devices of our enemies, and

make them to be at peace with us.” < If
Godsbe thus torug, who can be againft us.”

- We f{hall be fate and bappy. * < There is
sone like unto the God of Jefhurun, wha
rideth upon the heaven in thy help, and
in his excellency on the fky. The eter-
nal God is thy refuge, and underneath
are the everlalling arms : and he fhall

thruft out the enemy irom before thee,and 1
fhall {ay, Deftroy them. Ifrael fhall then
dwell in fafety alone : the fountain “of' |

Jacob fhalt be upon a land of cora and
wine, alfo his heaven f{hall drcp down
dew. Happy art thou,” O Ifrael : whois
like unto thee, O people faved by the
Lorn, the fhiceld of thy help, and who is
the {iword of thy cxcellency ! and thine

enemies fhall be found liars unto thee,.

and thou fhalt tread upon their high

places.”
% Deuteronomy xxx111, 20, £7, 28, 20,
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places.” We are rcady to anticipate

~ thofe happy times, when thefe days of
tribulation fhall'be at an end ; when our
brethren fhall return from the high places
of the ficld, when we with them, fhall fet
under our owu vines and fig-trees quietly:
enjoying the inheritance our Anceftors
have lcft us, and the fruits of our own
hardlabor, and honeft induftry, and have
none to make us afraid. ¢ Safe from
the encmy of the wildernefs ; f{afe fromy
the griping hand of arbitrary fivay, and
cruel fuperfiition ; here {hall be the late
founded feat of peace and freedom, Here
{hall arts .ud tciences, the companions of
tranquility avd liberry, florith. Here fhall
dwell uncorrupted iaich, the pure wor-
fhip of God unawed, uninterrupted ; here
fhall it extend itfelf, and its benign in.
fluences among them, who have hitherto
¢ Sat in darknets, in the region, and un-
der the fhadow of death.” < Truth thall
{pring out of the earth, and rig! teoufnefs
{hall look down fiom Heaven : Yea, the
Lord {hall give that which is good ; righ-
teouinels {hall go betore bim, and {fhuil
fet us in the way of his fleps.” New
fources cf wealth fhall continually open
| upon



upon us, our trade fhall florifh and in-
creafe, this land fhall be the Mart of all .
nations ; here fhall we become great a-
mong the powers of the carth, by grow-
ing numbexs s for this vine, which the
Lord hath planted, fhall extend ber bran-
ches from fea to fea, and from the rivers
unto the end of the earth. Here fhall
we enjoy the moft perfect freedom and
libe-ty, while we live, and tranfinit the
fame, as a good inheritance, to our chil-
dren, and they to theirs, ’till time {hall
be no more; for ¢ The mercy of the
Lord is from everlafting o cverlafting,
upon them that fear hnu, and his righ-
teoufnefs unto children’s children,to fuch
as keep his covenant, a~d to them who
remember [jis commandmentsta dothem.™
Let us rejoice that the Lord reigneth, and
fet us patiently truft in him, and wait
his time for compleat deliverence. And
may God fulfill to us his ancient promitfes,
delivered in the nobleft ftrains; by the
cnlightned prophet, with which I clote,
* « O thou afflicted, tofled With tempeft,

and not comforted : Behold, I will lay
thy fiones with fair colors, and lay thy
foundation with faphirces, and I will make

thy
: Ifaiah L1v, 11, 12, 13, 14, 1;5,~17, '
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thy windows of agates, and thy gates
of carbuncles, and all thy bourders of
pleafant ttones. And all thy children
{hall be taught of the Lord, and great
fhall be the peace of thy children. Iu
righteoufnefs fhalt thou be eftablifhed :
Thou (halt be far from oppreflion, for
thou fhalt not fear, and from terror, for
3t (hall not coine near thee, Behold they
fliall turely gather together, but not by
me : Whotoever fhall gather together
againit thee fhall fall for thy fake. No
weapen that is formed again{t thee fhall
proiper,” * ¢ Tor brafs I will bring gold,
and for iron I will bring filver, and for
wood brafs, and for ftones iron. 1 will
alfo make thy officers peace, and thine
exaétors righteouinefs.  Violeuce fhall no
more be heard in thy land, waifting nor
deftruétion within thy borders ; but thou
fhalt call thy walls falvation, and thy gates
praife. Thy people alfo fhall be all righ-
teous : They fhall inherit the land for-
ever, the branch of my planting, the
work of my hands that I may be glor1«
fied. A little one thall become a thou-
fand, and a finall one a ftrong nation : I
the Lord will haften it in his time.”

A M E N

* lfaiah, 1x, 17,18, 21, 22,



