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Shall this bless’d day be kept a festival !

To solemnize this day, the glorious sun

Stays in his course, and plays the alchymist ;
Turning with splendour of his precious eye,
The meagre clodding earth to glittering gold.
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AT o Meeting sf THE BUNKER-HILL ASSOCIATIO\--

Voied, That Mr. JOEN KuEN, .Ms; Jexx Bnazs:g, and Capt. SAMUEL

Hewes, be a Commitiee to' wait 'on WrLr1am C, WH1TE, Esq. and

thank *im for the truly patriotic Oration delivered thia day at their re-
guest, and ask a copy far the press. ’

 Voted, That the. same Committee wait on DAVID EvexeTT, Esqg.

“and thank him for the Jdé‘ﬁs delivered by him this day, and request a
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WIHLE T comply mth ywr Jatte. ng request, I cannot but re-
gret the mlly short notice at whigh my Uration -was prepared.
1 am, gentiemen,

Your obliged fello-w-cz:zzen,
| W C. WHITE:

¢ 4~ H
s TEE T s s s

Po the Committee.
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~ May the glory of this memorable day never
be extinguished..  May the fulness and vivacity of
its joys dissipate the sullenness of party, and-drown
the hollow and repining voice of fiction may it ever
be an awful monitor to tyrants, and the delightful re-
membrancer of freemen; and may the period arrive
‘when it shall be consecrated as the gTand Jubxlee of
an emancxp&ted world. |

The precepts of morahty arx& rehgmn enjoin it
upon us to forgive, if possible, the wrongs of our
old oppressor ; but weshould be treacherous to our-
“selves and to posterity if ‘we suffered them ever to
escape from our remembrance. We ought, not,
however, to cherigh their recollection for the inglo-
rious purpose of national antipathy, but for the su-
blime view of inspiring our children with a venera-
tion for that liberty which was purchased with the
toils, and battles, and blood of their fathers.

You need not, in imi::stion of Amilcar, take your
children to the altar, and make them swear eternal

hatred to Britain; but you may nevertheless be per-




mitted to tell them a simple and affecting story,
Wthh will touch every chord of their little hearts,
and make them vibrate with conflicting emotions,
when they perceive the forbearance, the magnanim.-
ity, the philosophy, and the heroism of their ances-
tors, obtaining a gradual and glorious triumph, over
the rashness, the 1nsolence, and the cruelty of
Britain. |
~In the recital of this mterestmg and instructive
story, you need not be apprehensive of swelling into
rhetorical exaggeration, or of gliding into poetic
fancy—No.—On this great subject the wings of
FANCY are not swift enough to overtake TRUTH,
but TrRyTH has, for once, made FaNcy ashamed of
her tardiness. :

Tell them, then, of that vena.l and proﬂxgate par-
liament, which strove to degrade us to the base con-
dition of tributary vassalage. Tell them of the
meekness, of the forbearance, with which these out-
rages were endured. Describe to them, if you can,
a persecuted and insulted people, bending in a hum-
ble and suppliant posture, before the throne of a
haughty and unfeeling monarch, who only laughed
at their prayers, and mocked at their distresses. Ex-
hibit, then, to their already affrighted fancies, the
rapid and long succession of illustrious crimes,
which pollute while they swell the bated annals of a
tyrant !

Having thus excited the virtuous indignation
of your little auditors, by a recital of the abuses
of the throne, you may now address yourselves
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to their pride and their gratitude, by present.
ing them with the animating picture of American
triumph! You may now shew them the alienated
and mortified, but impenitent monarch reluctantly
acknowledging that 1NDEPENDENCE, which it is
our happiness, this day, to commemorate!

Our governments, which were the happy conse-
quences of this interesting revolution, are erected on
the deepest and -most substantial foundations; and
will, we hope, eternally remain the proud and splen-
did monuments of the dignity of human nature.

Almost all other governments sprang from fraud
and usurpation, and therefore exhibit little else than
a mean and miserable system of -artifices calculated
to enslave the popular mind, and to make ‘one great
bridge of the necks of the multitude fer tyrants to
ride over.

In the midst of an %bu%é and deluded na-
tion, and on a high and imposing pedestal, a pa-
geant i1s exposed, fantastically tricked out in all the
dazzling drappery of a royal puppet, and called
by the mystical and magical name of xinc. Before
this glittering image, thus set up for popular adora-
tion, like the golden statue of Nebuchadnezzar, the
people are told to prostrate themselves and worship.
"The high priest of despotism who officiates at the altar
proclaims to the gaping and deluded populace that
this idol of purple and of diamonds can do no wrong,
nay, cannot think wrong, but that he is in all things
absolute perfection. The multitude are made dizzy
by the fascinations of the gaudy speetacle, they grow




wild with the witchery of its enchantment, and, rais-
ing their arms to heaven, swear to it eternal fealty.
Then follow the shouts of maddened millions, who
rend the air with acclamatmns of Gop savE THE
kING !!! :

Such 1s the ignhorant mummery attendant on re-
.gal governments ; but this 1s indeed among the most
innocent of its follies. And would to heaven that such
governments were chargeable only with follies : But
they have their vices, they have crimes of the most
deadly shade, which blacken the page of history, and
furnish a mortifying and dreadful proof of that awful
climax of wickedness to which vice, when united
with power, is capable of attaining. .

« Tt is impossible to- peruse the history of mon.
~ archies without wondering at the patience or stypid-
ity, with which the people have endured -the most
~ monstrous impositions, and flagitious cruelties. If,
however, we trace this political phenomenon to its
causé, we shall find that it has its origin in that va.
cuity or obliquity of the intellect which the policy of
tyrants has made the perpetual inheritance of slaves.
Intelligence is the destroying angel of despotism.
Despotism, therefore, in behf the foe of %ateliigence,
acts only in defence of itself. -

Alas! what horror fills the mmd at the recollec-
tion of those political abuses by which poor human
nature has been borne down to the very earth. Who
can reflect with a tame and equal temper on the
thousand accursed inventions to debase and torture
man—man, whom the Divinity has fashioned after
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his own great image. Bastiles have been erected to
shut him from the light and air of ‘heaven—and in«
quisitions have been ‘instituted for the vile purpose
of placing an impious guard over hxs conscience and
his understanding. | B

Bending beneath the weight of élfs accumulated
and all subduing tyranny, man exhibited 4 lament-
able and repulsive -picture of human misery and de-
gradation. By habitual slavery, he had become un-
conscious of that exalted rank in the creation to
which nature had--given him a proud and hallowed
titte. The feet of Kings having so frequently
trampled him- in the dust, it is no wonder if he
thought he was bomn for no other- - purpose than to
give impulse ‘to their- eeateﬁpt:g peprﬂl arro-
gance having climed the ‘empire-- an
having long waved over ‘it the gloomy- and terrific
sceptre of superstition, it is indeed no wonder if he
had not the audacxty to thmk thhout a license from
his confessor.

Such has been the C@éﬁmn ef poor, msrdteé
degraded and persecuted man. Nature had no
charms for him ;—it only reminded him of his wretch-
edness. The deer that bounded -along the moun-
tains, and the eagle that winged his ambitious flight to
the sun, served but to force upon his attention the
mortifying and distressing contrast between their k-
berty and his own vile bondage. He saw not hea-
ven in his prayers, nor comfort in his penitence.« A
hooded and cassocked monk was ‘the austere and
gloomy idol before whom he bowed and worshipped ;
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and his own blood, streaming from self inflicted

wounds, was the awful signal of his repentance.
But let us hurry from this dl::gustmg spectacle of

human debasement ; and view man in that attitude
of all attractive dxgmty in which he appears under the
wisest and happiest of governments.

.. It is the pride and boast of Americans, that they
live under constitutions and forms of government
founded on the broad and stupendous bases of natu-
ral justice and political philosophy. The essential
and ultimate sovereignty of the states and of the na-
tion, resides, therefore, in the people, who are either
directly or indirectly the disposers of their authori-
ties ; and whose 7/ therefme, 1s but another name
for those lawa by mh;chf ey, are governed. If, on
the onc hand, these laws.be tyrannical, the pcople
must blame themselves ; for.they are virtually and
substantially of their own enacting. . If, on the other
hand, they are wise and humane, the people may,
with propriety, take all the glory to themselves.

We are no less distinguished for our religious
!han for our cnnl freedom. The sanctuary of con-
science is unprofaned. And as a belief in God
and a future state, constitutes the foundation of every
religion ; so every citizen, who has this foundation,
may erect upon it what superstructure he pleascs.
With the Hebrew, he may worship in the synagogue,
and anticipate in fond imagination the coming of his
long looked for Messiah ; or, with the deist, he may
explore the immense volume of creation, and *look
through nature up to nature’s God.” With the qua-
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ker, meek and unostentatious, he may sit in mute but
solemn reverence, and. contemplate in silence the
God whom he adores ; or, with the fervid and ] mlpas¢
sioned cathohc, he may kneel at the altar, and
chaunt Te Deum” before the crucifix. o

Such is the happy, and splendid, and glenaus
candttmn of Agaerlcans It is the proud acquire-
ment of superior virtue, and is an acqmsi’cx{m which
can never be lost till stupldxty aﬁd vxce seize tb£ ema
pire of the repubhc

It is the rage of party and ef avaace whmh alme
threaten the destruction of Amencan hberty |

Party is scarcely any thmg but an gneram, -
hberal and furious zeal about trifies.  Yet to accom.
plish xtshttleaxﬂnmgmﬁcantpnrposes,them 1S no
expednent, however dreadful or desperate, that it will
not seize upon. A red rose and a white onf may
excite it to a madness, which the blood of 2 whole
nation will hardly appease. It looks at every thing
through the bedizzened and 'deceptive medium of
p‘q judice. It palliates tﬁe enormities of vice, or ex-
aggera:es the failings of 1 virtue, as best asccerﬂs with
its own salﬁsh and guilty purposes. ©~
~ Byits ‘magic power of metamerph&sm, it @.ﬁ t:aas
form a &ﬁmagegue into a patrict, or a patriot into a
demagogue ; a philosopher into a focl, or a fool into
a philosopher, as best suits the humour of its mad
ness. To-day, it makes a passive and amzstmg
obedience to government the infallible criterion of
patriotism ;. to-morrow, it reverses its system of pol-

mcs, and hurls, vmh ﬂexarselss haaé, tb: aﬁews of
b
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pbrséciition against *é“\fél‘jf cne who does not fly to
thie statidard of rebellion. * It is afiend of accursed
ifalighity wiith ‘fizes its baleful glances on social
an& dt:fﬁ‘iEStlé mfs, aﬂ& nke Beelzebab ﬁr‘st sedruces

"~ Avdrice s ﬁlso anétht-r fonm&atle foe to virtu.
ous” Tiberty. —The pecﬂhai‘ characteristicd ‘of - thig
Vide are stupidity and meanniess. The avaricion
itthh Toves riothing but- thoney, ‘dnd’ ffldney he will
have, how detestable soever may be the means of ité
sttatnment.  He cart tread with heavy and sluggish
step over' the’ orserraten ground of genius, withotit
put'f* ihg *off his %hé’ess iﬁ ifﬁit&tldn of Joshua, and’ with-
ouf fe'é’lmg any teou "Tfe‘so_ﬁieh senshtioli of ;'e\feréhéé

r 6f awe ;- hnd hie” cén va'df ity stare and ' gape at the:
mgn? irﬁjgnté,.w hich nse n pmud mag ﬁcenqe aroxmcf
no nth,er w*sh than that the m ne;y which

rr‘i-‘m 3-!{ ! -sJ i:. i 3 ¢ _x i A

h&y cost were sec urely in }us pockgxt. . He w;ll sit

,,,,,

| 3own to his sordid arxtﬁmetxc, and ca.tculate,wmh most

f% l.‘ " o e

In cmoué premsion, "how' many éel[ars, cents and
ﬁl éﬁiftéfiéﬁ s Wori:ff" - what it cugﬁt to sell
fo to tile pillory or thé w hlppmg post.. An ‘he will
speculate, and specu‘fa*ce, and speculate, till he has
speculatffﬂTum %ﬁ&tﬁe fathcmlcss‘aﬁys's of nfamy.

~ Putsuch'a mafi in’ g‘efd%n chains, and ke will
a;a;ﬁice*" n the:rﬁ.f : Gwe fnm Bﬁt a golﬁen pngovﬁ “and
he wxll gw.ély be your captwe for life. Cinly Iet yoUr
éliq be of gold, and e Wllr eagerly Embrac'e your
fﬁe{, fh h't \ ey should’ spurn Inm. -

,,,,,

| talk wlth such a man on patrlot:sml ‘mﬁ the

¢ u{ﬁ;q £ ; ;i)f
love 0 Louivn‘gtry, 'would 'be Tike defivering :a pﬁlfo-




sophic lecture on the theory of colours te & man
bom blind.  Ask such a man which he should pre-
fer, peace or wan, hononr or dxsgra@, sl;am or
freedam, colonial submissien HatlGiig 114 e&%@ﬂ@'
ence, and he could not answer yeumt- out nirgt con.
sulting his arithmetic aor:his price current, - f ngﬁ
are the grave and. infallible aracles to which he fondly-
and credulously appeals for a prophetic salytion:.of
all his doubts, . It is from them that he has isarngd
his politics and: his taste, his ethies and his religjony,
- Thus muchfor these two vices so inimical 10 ayg
republic, the spirit of party, and the spirit of avariegs
- But it weuld be unbecoming;this joyful ard
splendid anniversary to brood aver those: glogmy and
sxckly causes whu:h may ong é&y m&g ﬁrm
us ratber mdn]g'e the Fﬁud ang subbmﬁ Lanfic "'%
that heaven has decreed that our libarties shall ks
immortal. | The mere Delief of. their. immortality
may preserve them from, at least, a promasure dissgy
lution. . S0 long as we possess.the garyjng spirjt Qf
freemen, so long may ‘&gl&lﬁw mgteé POVES
of kings ang of conquewors. .

What though the Gallic legions ‘hgésé bx ;helf
Napoleon, showd: ateempt. i invads s, - Wg
wnuld ‘with one:vaoige, bid defienge tothem, apg, i
the. aniated tones of the: Mansgomr; ﬁﬁ’é{ﬁv

coivamsies 46 Tl {et thém comhl

And, to the fire-eyed maid of smoky war,
All hot and bleeding will we offer them.
The mailed Margs shall on his altar sit,
Up to the ears in blood.”






















