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ilIt, 

I THE General ,Committee ot A~angem.ent3 for eel"' 
'I 

I ebrating the Thirtieth Anniversary of o,:!r Independe'Qce, 
; . . 
'5 • , ' 

, have directed us, iR: their behalf, fo- return' you. thanks 

f for your OltA. TI,ON deliv~red ,on that o~cas~on, and re-

I qJlest of you the favour ora copy fol' publication.' ti 
! 
\ 

We are, Sir, , 

/' · With. s~ntililent& of respect, 

Yours, 

A. LABAGlt. 
~~ . 

. -
'SAiVIL. L. PAGE; lun. 
DAVID BR~SON, 

PErER H. WEND'O·Y.BR; BBf, 

Nt'll) tork, l. 
,"Iy l~J 1805 5 
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Thou WllO are.acquainted 'With throftftortunitie, of the .Author, ~ill i 
.. readily jzerctive, that a regur8t tupreJlare an 4ddrc,8 on BO important Q, 

,uhjt:.ct aa,that pf, tAe /ollo'Uling, 'Witn a view to a delillfry in the face of: 

,th~ [,uhlic, "lU8t nece,~ari!y he attended 'Witl' a 'l!ari~ty oj diJIicultie" 

not f!a8iiy lJuf·"lfJunted-tBjltci.ily 'lVllen it if .tal~d that'he Ilad'never oe~ ; 
.... ~: ..... '.;":: .• '. ! 

~/o1"e written ajzarogJ'.,jzhfor a'im.ilar /lur/lo,e. i 

TIle rxtreme a/lorlne88 of the time allo'Wtd for' tAe comfto'itio~:t j 
.. . 

flmidst tli. ~ ardU()8 and indi,sjzt'n'eJ,hte engagementa of a ftu6lic in8titutionJ I 
'lVa8 an ad(iiti,onaL circumstance calculated t%r6id an acceptan.ce (} tile i 

t 

a/7ft oin t 11lent • ~ 
I 

He is sensible that the eye a/tlle critic will met' 'With ,elJeral t:t; .• I 

jzrc88ioT18 whicll a regular ec!ucflti(Jn cannot aftftrOlJe. OJ" th~,e he nzight 

Ilave taken the liberty to alter al.leaBt afew oif(Jre· the 'Work 'Ulas made 

public; but, relying on the candor of /li8fet/ofJ) citi%~nB, he IIU' cl108tn to ! 
, . I 

4et it go to tile jlre88Iite,·ally a8 if'lL'a. delivered, 1f,fJtrzuith.tanckng all itw ' 

imp erft'c l i ana. 

NEw-YORK, JULY 14, 1806. 
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tlAdve'rtisement':';':firlt Hne, :for 1tnaclJuaint~d ..... read, tlclJutlint~l. 
~ . 

1 Page 6 line 1-groanining ...... reacl, groaning. 
6 ·24-revive--rea<!, revi~w. 

: 1 . .. .. 6---the-read, this. 
, 7 ·21-insationable--read, insatiable. 

8 3-r'or--read, To. 
8 ·S ..... Britain-read, :Britons • 

. II ··23--threatened---read, treated. 
9 S-untought-read, untanght. 

10 IS-the---read, their. 
lO 2 5..-be ..... ~ad, continue. 
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:AN ORA TIOt{. 

••••••••••• - ........... --
BRBTHREll, FBISIIDS, FELLOW CITIZEWS! 

, WHEN you reflect on the occasIon for wblch we 

~ assembled, mid consider for a moment why we have set . 

apart this great anniversary; ",hen you take a view of tile 
• i 

s~enes that are past, and retrospect to the circumstances ' 

,vhich gave rise to our Joys; while your hearts beat high 

with exultation, with me you will exclaim, the subject is 

highly momentous; the task. too important for the Speak';" 
I ' 

cr of the Day. 
Were I so vain as to flatter you that your hopes' would 

be realized in hearing something to the purpose, or should 

• pretend to the exercise of talents equal to the duty as

signed me, you would smile at my jolly, and pity my 
1»ealmess. Untaught in the rudiments of language; n~t 

« ~ 

versed in the embellishments of diction, or strains of elQ~ 

ijuence, I claim your indulgence for a short season, while 

I presume to remind you that the purpose for which we 

are collected, is not to ,riticise on the abilities of the Ora .. 
. -

~or, but for mutual con~ratulations, that COLt)MBI4- ~! 
.. 

f~E~ 
, . 

r 
I 
i 
I 
" 



The custom of celebrating important events, and 

h01ding national festivals, is so ancient, and become so 

common, that some have adopted it on the slightest oc

casions. The defeat of an army, the deposing of an usur. 

pf!r, and the coronation ofa monarch, have all been made 

use of to encourage the practice; even when the people 

that pursued it were groan~~ng under the 'DiJest oppres .. 
• stone 

, 

Among the various occurrences in which civil soci. 

etv can feel an interest, the EMANCIP ... \ l'ION of a Nall 

- ~ 
tioD appears to be.the .g~~atest; and t"-e annual· celebra 

tion of such an e,'ellt is doubtless a duty of .pl~blic im. 

pol't.;"li1ce. 'fhis duty is nat only founded on rational 

vrinciples, but is sanc1:i6ned by the 'Oracles of truth. 

If we compare our former. situation and happy · deli v .. 

erallce witll that of tIle Israelites of old, \\"ho were com

manded not only to keep a day as a memorial, .but to in

cuic!.lte on their children the propriety of the injuction; 

we shaH readiiy discover, that while we priztour enjoy. 

. men ts, we art bound to imprOVJc them • 

. \Vith these ends in view, looking to the historian to 

record, with scrupulousexactness, the rise and progress 

I -Qfthe revolution, and the improvements of our .. country. 

, we shall, in a cursory malUler, attempt to revive them jn 

tJ1e follow i11g respects. , , 
First; the wonderful deliverances wrought in our 

fa¥our, and the invaluable previleges we iaave attained . 
. ., 
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8eeondry; the obligations we are under to hand J. 
them down to posterity unimpaired. -I 

ri 

It would not cmuport with our present engagements ! 
to enter into a detail of ib~ situation of our progenitors 

who ~ed from the tyranny of Britain to seek an asylum i 
in t~~We$te"" World; let it be remembered that their 

love of Jibe'rty was rational, and founded on the boasted 

professions of a nation where it did IIO! exist. 

Uncontaminated w~th the vices oCthe old world i and 

separated from the sce!1e of pageantry and adulation by 

the waters of the Atlantic, they fondly imagined that they I 

and their children would be pennitted to cultivate the arts I 
I 

of peace, uninterrupted by the broils rX Europe, and un. : 

disturbed· by the sotel/itn tJj PtJ'flI". Not over solicitous I 
i for the- exercise of external self-govemmmt, and firmly , 

attached to the country from which they had emanatm, 

they were obedient to its sovereign, and re~cted its laws. ' 

Justly appr"eciating the blessings conferred on them by a 

bountiful Providence, L~eir hearts glowed in high expec .. ,.I 

tation ofjulurc prosperity and long repose. But. ala,.! ty. 

ranny, ever insati.ble, unhallowed ambition, for ever on 

the rack~, not content to wave the sceptre ia peaceful 

sway, the court of Britain seemed to suspect that the be. 

Dignity of Heaven would lavish its bounties on th~ fa-
"' vored climes. '\tVell aware that the happiness of the sub. 

ject ,vould not comport with the views of the monarch,. a 



( 8 ) 

pretext was sought to curtail our native privilegts, and 

inakf' us ~ubmit to terms of the greatest degradation. 
, 
\ 

'1'0. you, 0 America! is directed the threatened 

vengeance, andBri~ain resounds with the clarions oCwar •. 
Unhappy Brjt~· . ~ot called to repei from your Island ..... . . 

a proud invader; not arrayed in defence of your country, 

and the r~ghts of conscience; but t)·ranriy is alarmed, and 

I you arc commissioned to enforce the dreadful mandates 

of the . Hydra of Despotism. Behold 
. 

TIlt mon,ltr rtnJtl, dt:tr",intd 10 "rnHIil,. 
And in o/l/lrt,,;Qn, t.kt. tJ ,.ttl rtgall: 
Envy ftlrGg'd, like drttld YtHn1iu1 b"",., 
7 be ftlllian. IVOftder, lD! CoI".6;. Mourn.! 

t' ,. • '" 

Beholdiqg in anguish a formidable... annament pre. 
paring for thefestructipn, Americans pondered. Unwii. 
ling to enter on the impious work of slaughter, not dispo

sed to imbrue their hands in a brother's blood, or to rail 
by the hands of their British brethren, they renewed their 

supplications, and apin presented their entreaties to a eru· 

~I Sovereign, but presented theln in vain! It suited not 

the designs of a~ unprincipled mini&try to spare the lives 

of the subjects, who dared to belic:ve that a Monar," could 
do 1Vrong. The d~ctates of reason were t\rea~ed with ... ... .... 

I deri&ion. The yoke of philanthropy was hushed to $1-
lenee. 

The Fleets and Armies of England, composed of the 
. 

, .VfS of tyrants from home, and purch~sed vassals from 

.,~ 
• .-
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abroad, arrived ill splendor, and debarked on our shot~f 

with the "i~stru mcnts of death. N at inured to the tactics 
A..I . 

of war, ullt1tught in the practice of barbarity, not accus.l 
" tamed to the clang of arms, America trembles; all awake 

to foreboding fcars. All alarmed at the clonus that thick~ 

(m, Americalls collect. The crisis .is truly distresslng.--: 

Death is a terror, but slavery is death. 

Driven by dire necessity to act on the defensive~ 

and conscious of the justlice of their cause, the perse .. 

"outed citizens of Columbia, appealing for protection" to 

the SOVERIGS of the UNIVERSE, they prepared for 

tbe conftict, and met tht! merciless foc, already entered on 

lllC ,york of cruel devastation. attended \vith cir'curilsta,n,~ 

-ee:J of unpara//e/etJ Iwrror. 
FlusllCd ,vith a ,few successful attacks on an unann.i 

eel yeomanry, and ehlted with the pride of mili!ary prow .. 

ess; with their hearts steeled to t'le voice of humanity, 

Britons exult in tbe hope of conquest. But, trembling 

Americans, mark the event! Those· m;11 disciplined ar

trl ies, destined by Britain to subjugate your country, are 

stopped in their marcb-·rhe valour of Englishmen hi 

put to the test-Illfiltuated Britain must humble. IIer 

armies nlltst yield. " .. }'or \VASHINGTON COM" 

M,\NDS! 
Frustrate(\ in their hopes of conquest by open wafl 

fare-"Failing in their application of the coffers of cof'. 

~'ption; and finding the soil of America fertile to HueTt,. 
B 
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the, minions of royalty, in remorse nnd confusion, departed 
dt'lt shores, and, peace and independence crowned our 

it'ruggles. ' 

l-Iere '\Je might pOitlt to the instruments of our delh'" 

e"rance, and with mingled emotions of gratitude and pain, 
.., , 

relllelnber their "voes.' Here we' might rehearse the 

deeds of dauntless 'heroes, 'early fired in the'ir country '5 
r ~ ...... , 

c~use ~ \Vllo nobly'ventured, and so nobly 'fell!, The 
'-, 

fuhhftil historian shall record their valour, while Ameri. 

cans inherit the';price of their biood. Here we nlight . . 

des~ant on the services of our worthy sires, who for us , . 

contended~ and for us prevailed. Spare,d 'for a season 

to reap th'e' fr~ft' ~f their labours, at the end' of thi,.ty 

rC'lJo/roing years we behold them" mostly numbered' with , 

ih~)d'n'dred 'dead. I-Iow dear their memory I How de. -.. ~. . 

serv'ing our praise! Y e 'venerable sages, who yet sur"h'e 

ifte'ravages nftime~cal1ed tlJ:is day to celebrat~the. at" 

chie'Veme~ts of your veteran compatriots, you shan shar-tt 

oUr ltighe .. ~ plaudits." Y our wasting frames and, -hoary 

" locks in.dlcateyour short continuance, and speak t.o us a 
. 

solemn lesson! Long fatigued in the arduous war£1re, 
and Oft\:':11 burthened with the cares of your country
now look. ing fm Nard to, the hour- of dissolution, you 

seem to s,~~~!!efi"lJed countrymen, cflntinue'liirtuouS!

·roll'll:long ~fh~c !"-Ye soldiers of liberty, who braved 

the r.bngers of the raging battle, on this day of happy tri.

umph- we remenjbr:r your sufferings, we feel fur yoUt 
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wrengs ! Your st!tJcn years toil and · vali~nt .feats ,\:et:e 
I . '" . " .: 

known to your cotlntry-she sou-ght t,o :requite you, but, 

betrayed by the ~\Varice of mat), she becameungrate!ul ! 
, f • . • 

, Having struggled through a .long app ~Hlu(>uscontest, . . .• 

and obtained a rank among the nations of the ~art~;, ~t 
. ... ' 

· was left for Americans to convince the potentates, of E4~ 

rope, that the end of all just gO'iJ~rllme12ts, 'vas' the 'lwPPi_ 
. . . 

?less of the governed. And finding by experience that '. 
~T' • I 

a tenlporary compact could not be productive of ptrm~-
. . 

nen.t advantages, the Genius of Am~rica, ever wat~hful 
, - . l' 

for the interests .of posterity, sugges.ted .an im,provenlcnt, , 

exhibiting competent ene~'gy, combined 'with', Fl~E1: 
REPR"ESENT i\~rION and EQUAL. RIGM1,-~t " 

.. . . . .; .. ... 

. Toolong made the sport of ambItion to Invite the 

artifices of political ag,venturers; ~md hav~ng too lo~~g 
waded the fields of blood to risk the evils of anarchy';~l{e 

~ 1 • • 

sageso( our country approached, with,. calltious steps, -to 
the convocation 01 sta,rcs111cn-while the harqy sons· be 

, . . '" 

liberty denounced extermination 31)d death t~ 'the dad~g 

xilortal who, with pollut<:d hands, should' touch fhe rep~-" 

sitory of their rights. 

Thus enveloped in the shade's of political t w"ili gIlt, 
and fearful the gathering clouds would burst in convu). 

, 

sions, the war-wonl patriot wept for his country; while 

tlle et1emics of man, filled ,,'it!l env)", COllnted 011 a tri

umph. But the event is known-the assembled 'wisdom 

of Freemen, and the combined -virtue of Americans, o~rcr-
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:~"lll1ed. by the goodness of PROVIDENCE, warded off 

!mpending evils '; and the invaluable rights of-the CitiZQll, 
1 I • ~ 

,vere placed on' a solid basis. ' 

Advancing on in pursuit of peace and national fclici~ 
\ ' 

't: 

ty, we were again arrested with sursounding dangers . .."... 
, • I " 

The ~ame ye~r in which the government of the Union 
. '" , 

becaine consolidatec1, '\Te bel1el(1 tIle COlnmC11ccment of 
. . . ~ ',. 

a revohltion, stlblime in its origin, but dreadful in its effects. 
'. ~ . . . 

The subjects of the French I{ing, haying long groaned 
:' , , .. '" . 

under the b~rden' of oppression, taking example from the 
, 

(Joul'agc'nn~,magllnnimity of ~m~ricans, burst their chains 

and nobly c6ntended for ,the HIGHorS OF ~1AN. 
• • .'0 J. '" 

AlarIn~d at th~ enthusiasm of a powerful people, the; 
•• j • i , • 

nl0nar~hs of Eutope tretpbled for tht'" consequences; and 
" ~ I, ~ .. ~ , • .' , 

. ~ ~ 

~he peaceful citizens of Columbia, sympflthising with the 

~dvocates for freedom, feared an entanglement in the ge~. 
. , 

eral commotJlm. But here we were ::lgain pernlitted to sC'e 

n happy deliyerance~Peace was prescrv~d to our favored . 

90untry, while, with indiscribable profusion, all Europe 
•• • '4 ". <I I • 

was drenched in human· gore. Sha11 we (ligres~ for a rno.. · 

inent to lament th~fury of the nat~oris, and the ~vrelcllerl. 
• t I • 

,ness of man? Shall we grieve for th~ departed glory of 
.i' : '. • 

Frenchlnen, once'strllgglinf{ to be free? 0 France, thy 
. , 

efforts for liberty were trllly astonishing--but learn, that 

LIBERTY ~nd' VIRTUE arc forever inseparable! 
I " '. _' .. 

But, my countrymen, assembled to celebrate the Ilc. 
. , 

roiSgl of our citizens, and to recount the blt:ssings 'of cur: 
" ... ".t. • , I 
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fnher'itance, 'let llS relnenlber the high obligatlpns w~ an! 
t 

~mder to ackno\"ledge that GQD,' who interposed for 
." • I' 't 

out'country, relieved',us'from'thraJdfJt11,.and saved ,us with 

an omnipotent arm'. 'On every return of this, happy day 

we are bOllTtd to recollect his MERCfES,and teach. the 

i-isIng youth tel proclahn' hispra;se. '," It 

Under his proliitiolls care we have been permitted~o 

raise up the fair'fahric ' of, EQUAL LAWS,· and to 
.. .. It, 

cement our dear-bought rights under a CONS'I'ITU .. 

'rION, f()unded on the broacl basis of rational tiber!)' ; 

unalloyed by hereditary absurdity" or " regal power; ,and 

well calculated to promote the izop/Jine'ss of the mltion 
. . , 

when sceptrcs and desjJots ~han 16seall their charms! 

Let' us congratulate 'our country· that, . at this day, 
when the nations of Europe are deluged, with ~war, and 

• • t, ~ 

held in bondage, 'Wc enjoy peace. Governed by laws ema. 

, natingfrom the people, und faithfully administered by the' 

\v'isdom of a' JEFFEI{SON -Excellent citizen----~i11il!ht.,· 
. 0 

ened statesnlall !In vain .sllall cr'uel s]allder attach, tI1e' 
epithet Infidel! rrhy F A1\JP, ~'halllive in the .breust~ or 
Frccmen-rrhy VIRTL:-ES and REPUBLICA .. NISM, . . 

shall be celebrated by tilt ~l.Vorlrl, and, with the glori<cs 

of \V ASHING1"ON, (1escend to Ul1born millions; ~rld 

~he tongue of c~llumny ~~ .. ll confess, that injidclitv in tlzcc, 

~onsists solely in oppos~nf. the doct~ine, that~' A govern

me1Zt by Ifo?'/r:s is tIle most stupendous fabric of human ifl~ 
i , t • , ' ~ . . 

~C11 tiofl ", ~ . ~ 

f 

I 
! 
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Let uS' rejoice that,· ~mi~~t the profuse . blessi,gs 'oi' 

ttl exteftsive and f¢rtile eO}lntry, ,we enjoy, unawed by 

tyrants,' the. sacred right ~)f e/ectitJe fra1,chise. Le'· us 

ever recollect, that the 'prcf.'Cr'Dsliolt Qf our liberties de .. 

ptnd, under Pro'Oidmce, 'QU the, purity of legislation, and 

the morality of the people • .. Can it ever be contended 

that cf)rruptmea~ures wiUproduce pure effects? Or that 

m.en, PlOl;aUy d~sh.onest, tl)ay.safely be trusted with our· 

invaluable right~?: Or· will even absurdity insist, that citi .. 

.sens,. 'Vic,ions in t~eir practices, are ca~culaied to promote 

prinqiple~ of morality, so very essential to public happi .. 

nes~? J,.et it be .indeli/.>Iy written in our political creed, 

that J:lU8LIC LIBER 1'Y and PUBLIC VIRTUE are 

indissolubly connected-:-and that where the latter is ex~ 

tinct, the former must expire. Let our children be ear.. 

ly and faithfully taught, that acts to be rightful, must ev

er be just. That repubfican principles and true patriot

ism, can only be promoted by the practice of the 1ho"aJ 
lIlJ;rtues and conscious inlegrity. 

ber, with the Grecians of old, 
Let Americans remem. 

That " Wanting VIR 'rUE, lift: ig /lain a"d 'Wo~, 

1"b~l It Wanting LlBtRTY, tVenvir/~ mourns, 

., And {olJk. aro."d fvr ha/l/li7ze88 in vain !" 

But, fellow-citizens, shall we for a moment allay 

the ardor of our ecstatic joys, and on this day of national 

'festivity, caide OUI' countrymen for the' encouragement 
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or a g·rowing' evil, * impious' ill<' hs . nature and dread .. 

ful in itS!' oonsequences ? Shall' we weep over our' 

: beloved cot~ntry t-o behold' a people; who 'W hen op·. 

pressed by an oren enemjt. gloried' in sparing, the live's 

of their -vanquished foes-be.coming. signalized in. bar .. 

barity, and in single combat, sril1 a brothers blood? 

Shall an American, contending for the right. of go-

I vernment by the 'f)oice of. t1JC petple, aSSl.lme the pre· 

1 rogati.v~ to ,slay a fellow man? Shall. our citizens 

be p~~i~t~~ with impu nity to stai~ the heroism of . Co. 
. lumbia, with the naine of murder? Forbid it. patri6tis11lJ 

Forbid i, mor~1ity ! No· Dlore l~ savag~' gratification; 

ia~d pretended honor, be suffered· tG. sacrifice the princi-
~ f 

l pIes of hu11l.~lljty., and a sense of 1IIIJraJ .oJigation at . the 

~ $brine of r.c'Utnge! 
L~t us ever recollect, that we are accountable for the 

improveIlJ..ent of our privi1~ges to that GOD who gmr .. 

. erns t~ nations, ~nd a~'ards t11~. desttnies of ·men. And 
.. fI ~ " .' 

" remember,. that for our advantage be aftOrds us. the inesp 
. . 

I timable blessings of the GOSP EL. O~ PEACE--tbe 
'. precepts of which, above all others~ are eminently calcu. 

lated to inculcate that excellent maxim, of " doing to 0-

tilers as we wish them to do tillto us. "These will not 

fail to promote the best ;ntertsts of our COUNTRY and 
-- -----.- --- - .. ,........ 

! • The Author intended, under a suitable head, to have ment;O!t-
~d some other vices of our day,which he has ever considered the ban, 
~f Republican princ;ples-but having t:xcetded the limits originallY 
\ontempla!ed, h~ venturc:d to nlake this di~ression to expose the 
~rac\icc allUded to as one of the most inconlistent. 
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. 'the happiness of MAN,. "Ilow, admirable, ~' ( says fill 

. excellent author)," is t~t r~ligion, which, ,while it 

... , seems-only to have in view the, felicity of the otlzcl\ 
. 

c'World, con~titutes:the happiness of this I;' 
. . 

· Friends a1zd }'elloi1J~Ci(izens ! 

Called to revi~w the happiness·· of our lot; and des;. 

'trying the natiofis frmn afar' in sHackles of bondage-..tet 

'ussymiJathize with their' sorrov/sj and solemnly reflect 
. 

011 the aSIQnishing 'conttast.· Saved from the chains of in-

I furiated MOllorc/zs, w~ this day hail our country TUE 
t oLAND OJ; THE· FREE! 
! . 
i 

, Constrained, by every endearing motive, to protect 

. ,the sacred deposit of ci'bil and religious liberty, may we 

and our childrett be a potent example of 'lJirtllc dhc/ mag-

· nal1;n~ity. May ,ve soon realize the glorious era, in which 
.. . 

the oanncl·s 0/ freedom, unfurled in the If/est, shall tra- . 

, vel onward and encircle the glob~. . And may succeed~ 
I:Jngages enhance the inttinsic excellence of the Heavenly 

D001J, TILL 11HE LATEti'r POSTERI'!'Y INfIA:,. 

ljirr T!-IE EAR TIl . 

, 

., 
-." $.-

• 
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