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SIK, 1
Tre General Committec of Arrangemen:s for Cel
ebrating the Thirtieth Anniversary of our Independence,
have directed us, i their behalf, to return you thanks
for your OrarIoN delivered on that occasion, aind‘ re-
quest of you the favour of a copy for publication. C

We are, Sir, |
With sentiments of respect,
Yours,
| __A. LABAGH.
~ SAML. L. PAGE, Jun.
' DAVID BRYSON.
PETER H, WENDOVER, Esq.

New York,
Vuly 12, 1806 §




ADVERTISEMENT,

Those who are smacquainted with the ‘oﬂ{zortunitiea of the Author, ggill

readily fierceive, that a requrst taprefiare an Address on 8o impiortant a

ausject as-that of the following, with a view to a delivery in the face of

the Public, must necessartly be attended with a wvariety of difficulties,
not easily surmounted—esfiecinily whenit ig etatcd t/zat he Izad never be-

}"bd', d Qe

Jore written a paragiifih for a similar frurfiose.

The extreme shortness of the time allowed for the composition,
amidst th: arduos and indispensuble engagements of @ public instituiionr |

was an adaitonal circumstance culculated to forbid an acceptance «f the |

afifotntment, |
He is sensible that the eye of the critic will meet with several ex.

firessions which a regular education cannot approve. Qf these he might

have taken the liberty to alier at leust a few before the work was made

public ; butyrelying on the candor of his fellow citizens, he hus chosen to

detit gotothe firess literally as it was delivered, notwithstanding allits

ampierfeciions.

NEw-YoRrk, JuLy 14, 1806,
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"ERRATA.

A dvertisementefirst kine, ‘for unacquainted-read, dcyuainted,

line 7—groanining—read, groaning.

24—revive—read, review.

- 6==the==read, this.

‘21—insationable—read, insatiable.
3—lor-—read, To.

5«—Britain—read, Britons.

.23-—threatened-=—read, treated.
S—untcught—read, untaught.

15—the=—=read, their.

2 5-=be<gead, continue.
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AN ORATION.

............

BRETHREN, FRIENDS, FELLOW CITIZENXS!

- WHEN you reflect on the occasion for which we
are assembled, aud consider fora moment why we have set |
apart this great anniversary ; when you take a view of tlie
séeues that are past, and retrospect to the cix:cumstances :
which gave rise to our joys ; while your hearts beat high
with exultation, with me you will exclaim, the subject is
highly momentous; the task too important for the Speaks.
er of the Day. |

Were so vain as to flatter you that your hopes would
be realized in hearing something to the purpose, or should
I pretend to the exercise of talents equa! to the duty as-
signed me, you would smile at my folly, and pity my
weakness.  Untaught in the rudiments of lwguaéc ; nq't
versed in the embellishments of diction, or strain; of’clé:
quence, I claim your indulgence for a short season, while
I presume to remind you that thc purpose for which we
m collected, is not to ¢riticise on the abilities of the Org-
for, but for mutual congratulations that COLUMBIA 18
FREE!
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The custom of cclebrating important events, and
holding national festivals, is so ancient, and become so
common, that some have adopted it on the slightest oc-
casions. The defeat of an army, the deposing of an usur-
per, and the coronation of a monarch, have all been made
use of to encourage the practice; even when the people
that pursued it were groan‘mg under the vifest oppres-
sion.

Among the various occurrences in which civil soci.

ety can feel an interest, the EMANCIPATION of a Na-
tion appears to be the greatest ; and the annual -celebra
tion of such an event is doubtless a duty of public im.
portaiice. This duty is not only founded on rational
- principles, but is sanctioned by the oracles of truth.
If we compare our former situation and happy . deliv-
- erance with that of the Israelites of old, who were com-
* manded not only to keep a day as a memorial, but to in-
cylcate on their children the propriety of the injuction ;
~we shall readiiy discover, that while we prize our enjay.
- ments. weare bound to impreve them.

“With these ends in view, looking to the historian to
record, with scrupulousexactness, the rise and progress
_qf the revolution, and the improvements of our country,
we shall, in a cursory manner, attempt to revive them in

the follow Ing respects.
First ; the wonderful deliverances wrought in our

fayour, and the invaluable previleges we nave attained.

— o e
o
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Secondly ; the obligations we are under to hand
them down to posterity unimpaired,

It would not comport with our present engagements
to enter into a detail of ihe situation of our progenitors
who fled from the tyranny of Britain to seek an asylum
in thed Western World ; letit be remembered that their
love of liberty was rational, and founded on the boasted

professions of a nation where it did nor exist.

Uncontaminated with the vices of the old world, and
separated from the scene of pageantry and adulation by
the waters of the Atlantic, they fondly imagined that /ey
and thcir children would be permitted to cultivate the arts
of peace, uninterrupted by the broils of Europe, and un-
disturbed by the satellites of power. Not over solicitous
for the exercise of external self-government, and firmly
attached to the country from which they had emanated,
they were obedient to its sovereign, and respected its laws.
Justly appreciating the blessings conferred on them by a
bountiful Providence, their hearts glowed in high expec.
tation of future prosperity and long repose. But, alas! ty.-
ranny, ever insatiygable, unhallowed ambition, for ever on
the rack, not content to wave the sceptre in peaceful
sway, the court of Britain seemed to suspect that the be.
nignity of Heaven would lavish its bounties on these fa.
vored climes. Well aware that the happiness of the sub.
ject would not comport with the views of the monarch, a

I .‘,r.:..-
:f -

~
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pretext was sought to curtail out native privileges, and
~ inake us submit to terms of the greatest degradation.

To\t you, O America! is directed the threatened
vengeance, and Britain resounds with the clarions of war.
" Unhappy BM ‘Not called to repel from your Island

a proud invader ; not arrayed in defence of your country,
and the rights of conscience ; but tyrannyis alarmed, and
you arc commissioned to enforce the dreadful mandates
of the Hydra of Despotism. Behold

The monster raves, delermined to /zrevoii,
JAnd in ofifiression, takes a sweet regale:
Envy emrag'd, like dread Veswvius burnas,
7 he nations wonder, lo! Columbia mourns !

Beholding in anguish a formidable, armament pre-
paring for thegestmctipn, Americans pondered. Unwil.
ling to enter on the impious work of slaughter, not dispo-
sed to imbrue their hands in a brother’s tlood, or to fall
~ by the hands of their British brethren, they renewed their
- supplications, and again presented their entreaties toa cru.-
el Sovereign, but presented them in vain! It suited not
the designs of an unprincipled ministry to spare the lives
of the subjects, who dared to belicve that a Monarch could
do wrong. The dictates ’cf reason were tyreatqmed with
~derision. The voice of philanthropy was hushed to si-
lence.

The Fleets and Armies of England, composed of the
- slaves of tyrants from home, and purchased vassals from

N o

-
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abroad, arrived in splendor,and debarked on our shotedy
with the iastruments of death. Not inured tothe tacticﬁ

of war, untgﬁght in the practice of barbarity, not accus.

tomed to the clang of arms, America trembles; allawake

to forebeding fears.  All alarmed at the clouds that thick.
en, Amcrieans collect.  The crisis is truly distressing.-~

Death is a terror, but slavery is death.

Driven by dire necessity to act on the defensive,
and conscious of the justtice of their cause, the ‘pcrse..
cuted citizens of Columbia, appealing for protection to
the SOVERIGN of the UNIVERSE, they prepared for
the conflict, aud met the merciless foc, already entered on
the work of cruel devastation, attended with circumstan:
ees of unparalleled horror,

Flushed witha few successful attacks on an unarm-
ed yeomanry, and elated with the pride of military prow.
ess; with their hearts steeled to the voice of humanity,
Britons exult in the hope of conquest. But, trembling
Americans, mark thesvent! Those: well disciplined ar-
mies, destined by Britain to subjugate your country, arc
stdpped in their march—The valour of Englishmen is
put to the test—Infatuated Britain mast humble.  Her
armics must yicld.—=For WASHINGTON COM:
MANDS!

Frustrated in their hopes of conquest by open wars

{fare—Failing in their application of the coffers of con

suption;; and finding the soil of America fertile to liberty
B
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the minions of royalty, in remorse and confusion, dsparted
dur shores, and peace and independence crowned our
struggles.

Here we mxght point to the Znstruments of our deliv-
erance, and with mingled emotions of gratitude and pain,
remember their woes. Here we' might rehearse the
deeds of dauntless heroes, early fired in their country’s
cause : Who 'nob‘ly“ v‘entu‘red',' and so nobly fell! The
faithful izi;torian shall record their valour, while Ameri.
cans inherit the price of their blood. Here we might
&cécéant on the services of our worthy sires, who for us
éomended" and for us prevailed.  Spared for a season
to reap the fruit of their labours, at the end of rhirty
revolving years we behold them ‘mostly numbered with
thé"kmdred dead. How dear their memory/ How de.
Sﬁrvmo‘ our praxse ! Ye venerable sages, who yet survive
the rivages of time—called this day to celebrate the. at-
bhievemér_xts of your veteran compatriots, you shall share
our highest plaudits!  Your wasting frames and hoary
locks indicate your short continuance, and speak to us 5
qou-*mn lesson | Long fatlgued in the arduous warfare,

and often burthened with the cares of your country-—

now looking for vard to- the hour of dissolution, you
secm 0 sy, 2 Beloved countrymen, continue wirtuoys—
Youll lfwg h ‘f':yew;.’ﬂ’a—-Ye soldiers of liberty, who braved
the rlano-er@. of the raging battle, on this day of happy tri-

umph we remember your sufferings, we feel for your
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wrongs ! Your sewen years toil and vahant feats were
known to your country —she bought to xequxte you, but,
betrayed by the avarice of man, she became ungratqful /
- Having struggled through a long and aiduous contest,
and obtained a rank among the nattons of the earth, 1t
es left for Americans to convince the potentates of Ey-

rope, that the end of all just go ver mments, was the /za/)/ i-

ot AR, e ’

ness of the governed. And ﬁnumg by expenen(,e that o

a temporary compact could not be productlve of perma-
nent advantages, the Genius oi Amerlca, cver watcluul
for the interests.of posterlt.) , su ge.xted an 1mprovement
exhibiting competent ener gy, combined with F Rhi‘
REPRESENTATION and EQUAL RIGH'IS

~ Too long made the sport of ambition to mvxte the
dl‘tlﬁCCb of political adventurers; and having too lonq
waded the fields of blood to risk the evils of anarchy ; the
sages of aur country approa(,hcd Wlth cautious steps, ~t0
the convocation of st(ztcsrwn--whxle the hardy sons o{

liberty denounced extermination and (/eat/z to the dari zng

mortal who, with polluted hands, should touch the tepa-

sitory of their rights.

Thus enveloped in the shades of political tw ﬂxght
and fearful the gathering clouds would burst in convul.
sions, the war.worn patriot wept for his country ; while
the enemies of man, filled with envy, counted on a tri-
umph. But the event is known—The assembled wisdom

of Freemen, and the combined virtue of Americans, over-
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yuled by the g‘oodness of PROVIDENCE, warded off
:impendmg evils; and the invaluable 1 whts of the thlzmx
were placed on a solid basis."

Advancmg' on 1n pursuit of peace and national fchch
tv, we were again arrested with sursounding dano'crs —
The same yvear in whlch the government of the Umon
became consohd'\ted we beneld the commencement of
a revolutior, sublime in its or 1gin, but dreadful in its effects.
The suby*cts of the French ng, havmg long groancd
under the burden of oppresmon takmg example from the
courage and magrmmmz{y of Ameri zcans, burst their chains
and nobly contended for the RIGHTS OF MAN.

Alarmed at the enthusiasm of a powerful people, the
monarchs of Europe trembled for the consequences ; and
the peaceful citizens of Columbu, .Js mpatlnsino- with the
advocates for frcedom, feared an entanglement inthe gen.
eral commotion. But here we were again l,ermltted to sce
a happy dcin erance--Peacc was preserved to our favored
countrv while, wnth mdnscnbablc Irofuslou, all Ewobe
‘was drenched in human gore. Shall we dwress for a mo.-
ment to lament the fury of the netnons, and the wrezched.
ness of man? Shall we grieve for the departcd glory of
frenchxnen, once struo'glmg to be free? O I'rance, thy
cfforts for llbert} were truly astomshmg-—-—but learn, that
LIBERTY and VIRTUE arc forever inseparable !

But, my countr) mcn, assembled to celebrate the /-

rojsm of our citizens, and to reccunt the blessings of cur
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fnheritance, let us remember the high obligations we are
under to acknowledge that GOD, who interposed for
our country, relieved us from zAraldom, and saved us with
an omnipotentarm. ‘On every retirn of this happy day
we are bound to recollect his MERCIES, and teach -the
vising youth to proclaim his praise.

Under his pr opitious care we have been permitted to
raise up the fair fabric of EQUAL LAWS, and to
cement our v'dear-bo‘ughtﬂ rights under a CONSTITU.
TION, founded on the broad basis of rational liberty ;
unallo3 ed by hereditary absurdity, or- regal power ; and
well calculated to promote the Aappinéss of the naiion
when .sce[m es and despots shall lose all their charms !

Let us congratulate our country that, at this day,
When ‘the nat;ons of Europe are deluged with war, and

held in bondage, we enjoy peace.  Governed by laws ema-

" nating from the people, and faithfully administered by the

wisdom of a JEFFERSON—Excellent citizen—eilight-

ened statesman! In vain shall cruel slander attach the
Cplthet Infidel! Thy FAMY hall live in the breasts of

Freemen—Thy VIRTULS and REPUBLICANISM,

e e W T N s 8
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shall be celebrated by tie wor/d, and, with the glories |

of WASHINGTON, descend to unborn miilions; and
the tongue of calumny s! .l cenfess, that infidclitv in thee,
consists solely in oppos;ne the doctrine, that ** 4 govery.

ment by Noblys is the most stupendoys Jabric Qf human in-

eentien
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Let us rejoice that, amidst the profuse blessiggs of
an extensive and fertile eountry, we enjoy, unawed by
tyrants, the sacred right of elective franchise.  Let us
ever recollect, that the preservatiorn of our liberties de.
pend, under Providence, on the purity of legislation, and
the morality of the peaple. - Can it ever be contended
that corrupt measures will produce pure effects?  Or that
smen, mordlly dishonest, may safely be trusted with our
invaluable rights 2 Or.will even absurdity insist, that citi.
zens, vicious in their practices, are calculated to promote
- pringiples of moralizy, so very essential to public happi.
ness ?. Let it be .indeliply written in our political creed,
that PUBLIC LIBERTY and PUBLIC VIRTUE are
indissolubly connected—and that where the latter is ex.
tinct, the former must expire. Let our children be ear.
ly and faithfully taught, that acts to be righiful, must ev-
er be jusz. 'That republican principles andtrue patriot-
ism, can only be promoted by the practice of the moral

virtues and conscious integrity. Let Americans remem.
ber, with the Grecians of old, | -

That « Wanting VIRTUR, life is pain and woe,
That * Wantiny LIBERTY, even virtue mourns,

* And looks aronnd for hapipiiness in vain !

But, fellow-citizens, shall we for a moment allay
the ardor of our ecstatic joys, and on #Ais day of national

festivity, chide our countrymen for the encouragement
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of a growing evil,* impious in its mature and dread-
ful in its consequences?® Shall we weep over our -

~beloved couniry to behold ‘a people; who when op-

i oA SRR e TR R

pressed by an open enemy gloried in sparing the lives
of their vanguished foes—becoming. signalized in bar-
barity, and in single combat, spill a brotliers blood ?
Shall an American, contending for the right of go-
vernment by the woice of the pesple, assume the pre-
rogative to slay a fellow man? Shall our citizens |

* be permitted with impunity to stain the heroism of - Co-

. lumbia, with the naine of murder? Forbid it patriotism

Forbid it morality! No more let savage gratification,
and pretended honor, be suffered to sacrifice the princi-

- ples of Aumanity, and a sense of moral ebligation at the

' shrine of revenge!

Let us ever recollect, that we are accountable for the

improvement of our privileges to that GOD who gov.
~ erns the nations, and a{vards the destinies of men. And
remember, that for our advantagé he affords us the ines.
) timable bles‘sings of the GOSPEL. OF PEACE—the
- precepts of which, above all others, are eminently calcix-

lated to inculcate that excellent maxim, of ¢ doing to o-
thers as we wish themtodo unto us.” These will not
fail to promote the best interests of our COUNTRY and

. * The Author intended, under a suitable head, to have mentioa-
¢d some other vices of our day,which he has ever considered the bane
bf Republican principles—but having exceeded the limits originally
tontemplated, he ventured to make this digression to expose the
yractice aljuded to as ene of the most inconsistent.
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 the Aiappiness of MAN,  How admirable,” (says an
- excellent author) “is that religion, which, while it

‘¢ seems-only to have in view the felicity of the ot/er
““ World, constitutes the happiness of t4is /7

'Frzends and Fellow-Citizens !
Called to review the happiness of otir lot ; and des:
trying the natiotis from afar in shackles of bondage—=let

~ 'us sympathize with their sorrows; and solemnly reflect
. on the astonishing contrast. - Saved {rom the chaiils of in-

 furiated Monarchs, we this day hdil our country THL
LAND OF THE FREE’

Constrained, by every endedring motive, to protect

“ the sacred deposit of civil and religious liberty, may we

and our childrer be a potent example of virtue ahd mag-

nanimity.  May we soon realize the glorious era, in which
the banners of freedom, unfirled in the West, shall tra.
“vel onward and encircle the globé. - And may succeed-
‘ingages enhance the intrinsic excellence of the Heavenly

boon, TILL THE LATEST POSTERITY INHA-
BIT THE EARTH.

FInNIS




