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'. 'Tm: fourth of July is the only <lay marked in our calJeridar as n 
11ational festival, and this not by the authority of the government, , 

, 

butby the voluntary aet of a free pcople ; and if anl people ever-
; .. " bad reason to commemomte Il particulnr day, to de"ote" it to the 

'. . {eeIinga of'grntitude,nnd joy, this ccrtainly ought to be hallowed by 
, . 

, ... Americnris. Other people haveconsecJ"lted by natiunal festi\'ities · , . , 

• 

, , , 
• 

, 

, 

. , 

• • 

' .. the explC!its" of some l,egendary hero, who~e tr~e history is disguised 
and eillargea by the mista of antiquity, or'the fents of some apocry· , . 

phal Bnin~ whose l'ea1 chnracter is shrouded in the m.r~terious gloom 
of monkish ignorancc, The event which we comm' morate ia the 
birth of a nation, and the day we celcbrnto is 'the birth-day of free­
dom •. ,The. trandactions which justiy challengo our gratitude, took 

• • 

placo cader the eye of an enlightened and phil"sophic age, and 
, 

possess anative and inherent dignity and importance that need not 
to be increased by the tales of l'omance Ol' the fictions of superstition. 

• 

In'·these times of repose and tranquility, wc can form but, an , , 
· inadcquate conception of the moml courage, the b~roic self-devotion, 

, 
• 

the hardihood and firmneHB of clIamcter in our anooslol's that dal'eu , . 

to bravo, the resentments of'. the mother country. At that timo 
l 

Englan~ \Vag in her" high and Jinlmy state." She had recently 
come'-;;ut of a war'in which 611e had triumphed o\'el' the combined 
strengti:. . of Franco and Spaill. The whole houso of Bourbon lay 

. " 
llUmbled andprostrate at her feet. Her Beets cvvered oyery SIlIl, 

and the laurels were still fresh on the brows of armies that-had becn 
• 

gathered from evory quarter of the world. Ncithcr the dcadJy hcats 
. ". 

of the tl'opics nor the frosts of the polar regions could ('heck hel' 

• 

\ 
, 

, ... 
... i q; • 

-

, 

• 

, 

, 

, 

, 

.. 

, 
, 

•. J " 

l' \ 
• 

,. 

, 



• 

• 

• 

, 
• 

, 
• , 
• 

• 

-.. -

•• 

• 

. . 

• 

• 

-, . 
, , .. . . 

. - - -
• 

• • • • 

, 
, 

CRl'eer of conques.t. 'f:er victorious Bag l\ol1ved over the Gultry: •. ains· 
of Bengal, wIiile at the SD.met~Ill~ it wns flutteringto: the, ehilling . 
1.IIasts of;" Hudson's Bay. 'She hud Il ginnt strengtb, llndehe used it 

• 

, with tre tyranDous malice of a giant. ' To stake every thing that 
. , 

W!lS denr on the issue of a contest between the intimt res~iIrces of .. . " . 

. America, IUld the.nalul and miJitary' menns of Britain, fostered' as · -. ., 

. thriy were byevery climate; aud her unlimited wealtb, to ",hieh the 
commere~ of the world was rendered tributary, exbibits a8ub~inlity 

, ' 

of moral heroism, of whioh the recocds of the world furnisb few · \ " • • 

examples. '. '.' , 
, 

• 

, 
, 
• , 

But ,the eminence on which s~~ WIlS pltlced made her giddy. She 
wWi dazzled aIld infatuated ~y ~he' brilUancy of her own 8uecesSes. 
She forgot the maxims (jf ptudence andpoiicy,-and plunged into the 

• • 
headlong NI'reer of pride and ·ambition. Least of all things did ahc 
suspect. that her own eolonists· would def y the .power, before wllich' 
the genius of France and Spain trernbIed. She was not satisfied 
ihat the best blood of Ameriea hud be en freely and lavishly poured 
out in figh~iug ber batties, extending her empire, and ~preadiDg the 
renowll of her arms. In an evll hour abe listened to the Buggestions 
of pdde ~d avariee. She adopteci a policy as ernel and ungenerous 
as it proved to be foolish; and determined to add to the most rigor­
oua system of commercial subserviance, the infamous bauge of 
poIitical"s1ayery. ' . 

- - .--, 

Ourfathers wara nol slow to discover the approache5 of tyranny. 
With all the acutencss of experieneed politicians, they juuged of the 
pre~re of the grlevanee by the naturo of the pi-inciple.· They 
knew that tho.first day of servitude took from man balf his ,virtuo 
:lnd all his honor. To·~tho despotie mandates of .Parliament they 
opposed an ardent, and-~ may even 5ay, a fieree spirit of libcrty. 
The corrupt polities of a profiigate court. were met by the ganerous 
and unyielding fil mness of freemen. After n seven ycar's sli'uggle, 
the pride of Bd~n drooped and cowered before the rising geniu~ of 
America. ,The mortif;,m'g defeat on this grand theatre, to which tho 

\ ' , 

Vlhole world were anxious speetatora, she digested as shc could fbut 
it left a wound behind that still rankles and fC$tera In her bOHom, alld 
the sentiments and purposes of vengeance wcra earer ull y trcll~ured up . ' , 

, 
, 

•• 

• 

• 
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" 
, 

• 
• , 

• 

for anolhar sanson. . The cho.racterislic llypocri~y of Iler king, tha 
pioua Geor~e m., was preservct} 'Yith dramatie cOD,sisleney to the 
ciosing ~eene. AA<lr dcsoluting aur country byevery. speeies of 
batharom .'~arfJre, disgorging on our ahores a horde of mercenary 
Germans, lhosa failhful and pracliscd instruments of tyranny, aftm: 
pfecipi~ting on our defenceless frontiera tempest of ft!rociouS'!;l~va­
ges, and immolating thousands of priEoners of war Ly. cruelUes 
unheard 'of in modern times, he pathelieally laments to his supplI} '. ,-
Parliame!:lt tlmt in achieving aur independence wc had lost the hum-

, . . 
ings of a patemal 71UJnarchy.· Our experience of these patemal 
blesaings left us no wish to have them repeated. 

• 

The spirit of the revo]ulion was carried inlo all our politieal es-
tablishments!, The principle of personal equality is the porvad,iog 
an,d animali~g soul of the whole. 'Under these lnsUtutions we llaYC 

. gro~n and fiourislled, lill on thecoQtinent of Europa our poEtical 
, , importl!-ne~.5ecur~s respeet, and in our old enemy th~ senUm,ents of 

. hatred and eonteillpt have be en converted ioto fearr ' They allow 

, 

.. 

~very mar-to tind his riaturallevel" and to fiU, that pl:lee in society 
for whie!l natura or education bas nUed him. The most splenuiu 
gifts of the state are offllred as the prizes of genius and virtue. \V Il 
Mye no, titled monopolists of poEtical power. The rond to pn'" r­
ment is not erowded, nor the posls of bonor f!lIed by a mbb!e rout 
of pretenders, Fleading the merita of some remote ancestor and 
cODeealing the degeneracy of the descendant 1.In4er a profusion of 

, 

traditionary titIes. The avenues of the temple of fame are open to nll 
aUke, and he receives the crown of bonor, 011 whom heaven has im. 

, 

printed the seal of genius an~ habil impr~ssed tlle stamp of virtue. 
, 

, , , 
, 

'" " , • 
• 

. ' t) S'lch \VM the sentiment expre~!ed by the King in his message, nnnounciul) 
to Parlinmcnl th,nt be had ackuowlcdged our indcpcndcnce. Mr, Burke sai<l, 
thal it renundcd !Jim of an IInccdotc of Il worthy tory, who l]aving cuguged in l, 

politieal dispute.\yi,th one of his whig ncighbors, in the bar room of Il tu\'cm, 
, -', .. -

ll'.IS se.erc!y lJogged. by the unrucrciful whig, kickcd ont of thc room and th" 
, tl,)or slnit up Oil !,illl. The pcj.~cvcrin~ loyaliet, howev.cr, fur from feding allY 

nbatcnlcnt in his pnrtiality for the chnrch and king, ag'lill opcllcd thc door, 
'and thrusting'iu his'foolish f<lce, saitl, '!' permit me, sir, to rccoDlmcnd inonnrchy 
ill part ing_ " , , 
, ' , , , , , 
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, A government thus founded on the b;\Sif! of popular rights hIlS 
I , . 

flot how~ver escapcd censure; Ilnd perhaps this day cannot be more 
suitablyemployed than in reviewing Ilnd vindicating tluI.t system 'lf 
political liberty and social order that was the legitimate off~pring , 
of tli~; r.evolution. Jf there was ever a time when we ought to eling 

, to it.t'\Iilth peculiaraffection it is the present. The mimons .of . '. ~ , . 
---deSpotiSm, t'he'pimps'and para.Si.tes and panders of kings am nlways 

ready to decry liM'rty; and recent events in Eurupe have quickened 
, the general feeIing of hostility to eve~' form of f,:eedom ijlto an 

unusual.degree of rancor and malignity. 
.. ' ,i. '. ;-

, , ' 

The first charg~ they brin,g is that it degcnerates into anarehY. 
, -. . . '\ 

We are far from wiiMng for ,the sullen stillness of Il 4espotism where 
everygenerous propensity i1J chilled by the horrors of an inquisition, 

, 
alld the best faculties of'our nature are benumbed into silenee by Ute 

, 
terrors ofa bastile. IfUte e~arge,were true, the blessings of free-
dom farl overbalance the evils that attend them. But it is false.­
The mo~t dcspotic govemti'ents are most frequenUji disturbed 
by sedition, and for an obvioUB reason '~:t is there aIways most 
violent and sanguinary. For those, who int'!rrupt the portentous 
siIenee that reigns over those eountries, there is no middle way 
hetween death and victory. They con lend with a gibbet and 
n erown both placed befare lhem. If tItey are unsuceessful the 
fire$ of sedilion are invariably quenched in blood. Theirsuccess ia 
just as certainly followed hy a sanguinary revolution, and the dagger 
or the bowl infticts summary vengeance on tite tyranl Utat 'provoked , , . 
l'ebelIion. The fortunate us'urper plaees the crown, Teeking -ivith 

, 

the warm blood of its reeent owner on his own brows, and thG 
people are of 50 little consideralion, that in a change of masters 
they scareely feel a variety in ,the modes of their suffering. The 
poi~onous breath of tyranny ipreads gloom a.nd desolation through 
society. It permits no grent qunlilies to'lake root, l'!0 moral worlh 

, , 

to quicken, but c:mies pestiIence and death equally to civil virlues and 
Ilocial eharitie!! oflife. 'It is true that free govemments are liable lo 
Ile disturbed by popular commotions. 'Ve' have had two in America. 
:Uut the misguided abetlors of lhese tllmultuary movemerlts could 

, 

throw themselvcs on a government, limt was trul)' patcmal, a govem-
ment thai was acccssible to popuJar sympathy, and bad a fecling fOj: 

, 
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JlUman il)llrmity'" , They were 8uppressed tviLIt ,les8 bloodshed thaa , , 
, every lIeptenninl election costa Ule kingdom of. England. It is free-
.dom, not despotism that bnnishes amirchy, as it is religion and not 
atheism that is:,the: true antidote of superstition. 

, , 

Aseeond 'objecl.fon ll,,"1linst our democratic system of government 
.' IS that'it'iSdeficient in digntty. lt might be a sufficient answer to 

, , 

~i8 objecuon, that the design of government is for use and not for 
'show. ,But as to every thing that pertai'ns to true dignity we 
deny the lmputation. There is indeed a strong COntrast betwecn 
Ute severe !!lmpli'city of a repubIic, and the tawdry ma'gniflcence of 11 

. coUrt.. If" the dignity of a government cODsistea in purple and 
scnrlet; fn an array ofbrilliantjewels and sounding tiUeB, the~ in­
«eed the advantage- would lie on the eide ofmonarchy; but if it is 
b~st supP?rted by the virtues und talenta of Ule offlcers; that fiU the 
highest stations in Boci\!ty, it is by no menns c1ear that the pre-emi-

, 

Il,!}nee will not be found on Ute other side; The parade and etiquette 
. of a courtwhen surveyed at a suitable distanc~ form undoubtedly an 

imposing spectacle. The whole routine of peUy formalities, as at: 
fairs of the greatust national importance, ar~ setUed by the grave 
councils of ministers of state. Blit if we approach nearer and enter 
within tho purlleus of the sancluary, if ,we survey the great state pa­
geant, the heads and lendingfigures in the political masquerade, thero 
will ba see11 quite as much ofpaltry intrigue,oflow cabal,ofpitiful riv­
alry in ~e grand mummeries of state, as experience proves to exist 
nmong the buskined brothers and imitators of these illustrious pel:­
'somiges on the. staga. rt wiIl be seen ,that they are quiteas much 
degi'adet! by low vices, fuHy as much under the intluence of grovel­
Hng passions, ånd as has been truly said "much more likely to bent 
theil' wi ves an<l eheat their benefactors than auy set of persons abovo 
the condition of tinkers." • 

, 
The dignity of the chief magislrale of Il free people is iq.deed of a 

different character from that of a· monarch,. but wo have no need 'te 
dread the comparison. A king i~ :13 fine as a jeweller and o. tailor . 

, , 

can make him, huL beyond that ho has n9 advantage over an ordilla-
ry mortal. I do not sec the.great dignity that can be altached to a 
man, the moat. brilliant. Ilchievement of whose life is, thal with his 
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o~ii~~~' hi> ~~oked 'una ~talwo capnn!la:w1y';wlil1:wIiat~\~ficti,; 
Unni',); adroifuegg they riUgbt oe ;dr~iJsed,' and .wi~~hllloter ,roy:. 

-' '. - '- . '... " 

-alg'tlst sW-åUowed; ':rqor: can I pel:Cilivehow'the-lib?or !~ digo 
nit y of'a great kingdom is susbUncd bY'lIIsovoreign; th~ utmost 
stietch of wliose ,41telJectunl .. cilpacity fits him o;tly to preside lYith 

0_. I •• ~.... ,. ~ • • ., • _. _ ........ 

suiiable ~vity aniljildgiuenf over a Frivy comicifof inillirters;prc-
"" ,. "" ~ ., . - . . " .. 

, ~~~ih,irig~"th?:,~~~irle~~~~ ladies court d1~seri f04J~ b.irtli day. :­
EqUally,~~~ain I tatbe,..., rnent!!,ofanother,~es~en~ent, 
ofa~:aq,ci~~nnce o( hlrigajwhono higbest litle to the' venof<'.~ion of 
maIikind i$; .. thnlwith singuIår taste and pio.Js assidirlty he eml>F\- :der· , 
cd li. ~etti&'at r~~" tIi~Vfrgin Mary. These are the dis?nguUihEl~ no­
c~mplishmenw~fthree o.fthe present rcigning U10narqhs in .. Eiirope. 
A sort y -ci!.talogue· of royar~alinci1tions to .compensate f:l;l~' nbsence 
ofperSoual virtue'and:pollUcill \visdom. .•.. .. .• 

.. .. .... ' .~.. - \ .. : -- .; .. 
, , .. 

, 'Athitd ehmge brought against (lur democrnt{c llJstemotgovern" . 
Uient, : is' ihat it'is deficient in strength and stability. These are . 
terDIS o{v~rfequivocal proise, when appli~d to' the ci~flmd~li~ , 
tienl instltuuoiis of a counfry. A govennn.ent mdy be very power­
fulto op~ress itseubjectsl ' and yet very weak for alfthelegitimnte 

, .. .. ,,,,,,'_.- .. , 
puiposes "of government.' It hllS'but to disal'rn the l'eople, to ,010s6 
againSt Uleni tlicavenues oflmowledge,nnd,supportEid bys: smau band 
offaithfufinorcenaries; with no. other virtue tlmn mUitarjobedience, 
and a trustycorps of priests und monka, it will be eqmiUy safe 
against ~he munnurs of an impotent and unal'wed multitudc, and the 
" stillsmallvOicc" of philosophy. It may fiU its pliso.ns 'with tlio 
.,,'" .... 

stL.,pected, and the blood of the innocent may' be made to run down 
the 'streetS like water, but the government will' stand'secure "on 'tho 
immcivable llnd adamaritine b(Yiis . of miIitary force and blind super:- ; 

• • • • • 

stiiion, Nothing elin shake its inauspicioWl strength but the defec:. 
( . , .. 

tion ofits janizarics., • , ' , " .' 
, .. 

Tl~e mi~crabIe and c!>~rdJy;' despot 'that: rei~ over i~e ~nc!) . 
flo.uruhing kiu~om of Spnin, hlli iitfiDit~ly morepowerof~lkind~ -. 

• ~ .... 1' .•.•.•• , " 

th:lli the govei"nmenl of the United States. ,~e b~at_ ,m.q? . ~f th?:~ 
country, by the despotic manda.ta of an':tmha~o~~bWbt~are 
chained by the side of common felons to .the bån1..~ of il gaUe)', or ,are 

• ., I ••• ,.' 

pioing out life in' Ule solituue of a dungeon, or have already eJqiiat-

- , 
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ed on'the rack or the scn.ffold the unpllrdonable crime of buving 
profes6ed liberal ptinciples of government; and uttempted to infuse 
into ille gloomy despotism by which Lltey are oppr~ssed, Il small pOf. 
tion oflibe'rly. Vet hardly n murmur of discontent interrupts the death-

, like sUence ofthat dren.dful tyranny. The solemn mummeriea of 
monkery continue thlli .. wonted courre, and the gorgeous pageantry of 
a court still daily insulta the miseries of Il beggured people. The pow­
Cl' of the ferociouB and stupid bigot, whom fortune has pIa.ced on the 
lhrone, is felt in the proscriplioll of every thing that dignifies human 

. nature or adoms human society. It is felt in inflicling every made 
of suffering, and spreading overy yariety of wretchcdness over Ule 
rea1m· that acknowledges his anthori ty ; in making war on the boun­
ties of providence, and covering ",Hh famine and beggary, a reahn 
formed bYJ;l.ature, one of the finest countries of the world. The de­
lightft.il climato, the rich and luxurinnt soil, the natural faciIities of . 
trade and agriculture that solicit the industry of the inhabitunts, the 
'Unlimitedextent ar111nbounded wealth of its colonies, such advan­
tnges ås nature and fortune have conferred on no other part of the hab­
itable globe, are all blastedand destroyed by the withering intluence 
of a ruthless despotism, and Spain is now the poorest as well as the 
most ignorant and barbarous country in Europe. But tbis frightfu! 
power ofmischiefis all. The monarch is dreadfully formidable lo 
the wise and good of hi~ own ~ubjects, but he is weak as an infant to 
contend with Il. foreign enerny. The Corles and their conslitution 

• 
were dissipated before his breath like an airy and unsubstantial vi-
sion. A few solitary gems of virlue had been evolved in his absence 
by the turbulence of the times,and like the spangled dew drops of the 
morning on Il barren heath, 5catlered their lusire over t.hat wild 

• 
waste of fanaticism and superstition. But they 'Vllnished like Il 

dream on the appearance ofthat frightful and ferocious tyrant. Ex. 
ultin~ in the timid subinission of hb European vassals from his divan 

. of monka and inquisitors, he thundered his proclamations and a11ath­
ernas against his revolted colonies; but though torn by internal dis­
sention, and wealt and ignorant from that lang night of despoti~m 
and Buperstition in which they have spent their days, they have 
!tall energy enough to bafRe the mOl'e feeble efforts of the pest and 
&courge of the moUler country . 

. ' 2' 
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It. i~ ()ur boast and glor! that the l;overnment of this cO,qntry pos-
seSEeS no sJcb fenrful power; and 1- trust thaL for nges to'-come, it 
""ill be our pride and happiness that a gl!?'omy and blood-thirsty bigot 
cannot by the breath'of his mouth doom thelights and ornamenta· 
of our republic, to chains, dungeonsand the Bciurold. It is strong 
enoU!!h to !:!ccond the designs of natura, and nid 1.he bountica of Pro-,'" , 

vidence, to assitlt the nation in developing ils resources, and giving 
stability to ils prosperity; but long may it be destitute of that. disas­
trous strenglh that can wage slIceessful war with the beneficenee of 
an ovel'ruling Pl'ovidence, that cnn ehange our cultivated fields, Dur 
flourishing towns, and smiling villa.,ooes into a howlingaesert; that 
can convert our halls of legislation into the miserable receptaeles of 

• 
drowsy monks, and our temples. ofjustice into the chBrnel-hoUlles 0'-. , " 

a' bloodi inquu,i:tion. \ "', ''l.'", 
, 
• 
\ " 
t . • .' • 

As the charge' of\"eakness is tha! whieh is mosl frequenUy brought 
againSt olJr institution&, it may deserve Il furlher considt'lration. It 
has been so often repeated Dy the servile politicians of, Europet and 
the interest.ed OMS of ,this country, that many persons weU atfect~ 
ed to our genenll system of Hberty, began to fear tbat although beau-

• • 
tiful in theory, it. wotild prove unsafe in practice. It hils been sa . 
.' -

. often said tbat it would answer in times of pence, when the peoplø 

( 

in fact governed themselves, but would be found impracticable in. 
times of war or civil com motion, when greater vigor was required in , . 
tho arm of government,· and gteater steadiness in its eouncils, that 
mllny seriously dreaded a war as a signal for the general dissolution. 
of Ollr free forms of government. The cxperiment has becn tried, 
and the constitution by n coincidenee of circumstanccs, whieh will, 
r trust, prove auspicioWl, ,vas 9ubjected to Hs two great perUs at one 

"-and the same limet the shock of foreign \Var and tIle tumults of do-
mestre sedition. , The thunders of war have ceås'ed, and the murmurs , . 
of seuition are 11Ushed into silence, but the constitution isunimpair-
ed. It has addcd to the" grace and purlty of youth, the strength and 
stability of manhood.· . 

" 

Thera was indeea a pcdod during the late war, when the most 
~anglline might reasonably feel alarm. The contest in Eur0p-' hnd 
terminated disastrously for tho best llOpCS ofmankind, by the revival 

• 

-
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of' that exploded nbomiontion, the divine right of kings, linder tho 
new and more popular nnme oflegitimacy. The hopes of Iiherly in 

, . 
, the old wodd seemed to be drowned in the blood of that fatal strug-

• 

, , 

gle, and the .united ,reign of kingcmft and monkery settled on tho 
~ure foundation of military power. The same cvents nIso liberated all 
the reSOurces of England, and enabled her to turn her collected 

, 

strengtb a..,rrainst !his country. The wounds her pride bad l'<lceiveu in 
the war of the revolution remained unhealed after the lapse of thirly 
yeal's; and the memory of the shame and mO:i.ifieation of thOSG 
times was revi\'ed in all Hs freshness, by the brcal:ing out of 
Il new \Var. Under these circumstanees she instantly prcpared to 
gather up her whole stXength, and erush by one blow of signal veu­
geance this devoted country. It was the most aw[ul among the por-

, 

tentous signs of those times, that !l f'arty among ourselves ,-iewed 
these c\'cnts with a degree: ofpleasnrc thilt seemed to border on de­
lirium. Priests and peoplc in unhaUowed rejoicings crowued to the 
Temples of God, and madG them resound with Anthems and 
Te Deums; the very men who coldly refused to celebmte th~ "ie­
tories oftheir own countrymen, as I: unb(\comin~ a moral and relig­
i9US pt!ople." 'How much ofthis \Vas to be aseribed to the drivelJing 
infatiJation of faction, and how much to the cool and mali:;,nant ca I­
cu]ations of artful and designing men, it is perhaps not easy to de­
eide. Undoubtedly both had their share. Ei!I. we could all ~ee 
that the prophets, who had always forel.olJ the spci:(ly downfall of 
our frecdoni, t.hought it had now reached its final term, and they ea­
gerly began to prepare themselves 10r the new order of things. ' 

, ' 
The great body'cf the people in this counh-y, without distinetion of 

polilical party, aro unquestionablj republic:m. But in every society 
tbilre ",;U always be .some, who prefer the crooked and pimping pol­
ilics of a Court, to the inLegrity and plain dealillg of freedom, anel 
!Itill more numerous is anothcr c1ass ot men, whosepride is wounded 

, 

by being placod on alevel with their fel1ow-citizcns. Betwecll 
• • 

the com"Uy sychophants whoso polished servilHy fits them fl.l" 

the cringing attitude of a royallevcc, and those wh9se air-blo,,'Il 
,'anity is swelled to an unseemly magnitude, there will ever be found 
nn ,aristocratic party, of considerable 'magnitutle, lut-king in the 

• 

bosom of a repubIic. The circumstanccs of the war, and the hopes 
held out by the triumph of Icgitimacy in Europc rut all these do--
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ments of society in commoHon. The blessinga of Il. patcmal monar. 
chy seemed to(be nt hand. Tho golden age WIlll dawning upon us. 
Those, who had .long sighed for the sight of n king, were 800n to ' 

, 

have their eyes blcs3eu. They bagan to bI'lliih themse:lveB up for n 
coron:j.tion. It was wonderful ~o witness the inspiriting influence of 
their sudden hopes of exaltntion. ,Every thing nppeared to be in 
rcadiness. Wc had at the head of the state n pacific ruler that would 
make Il. very tolerahle So~omon. But the times were full of danger, 
and wc might want a JQshua as well as Il Solornon. And for any 
thing that was known lo the contrary, our pacific Ieader might nbo be 
Il. Tery martial chict; aRd so wc surnamed hiro the "Washington of 
MaSsach\lsetts," on the credit of the battles he was lo :;ainhereafter. 
We all remember the stir and bustle of the summel:-{)f IS14, and the ' 
following winter. Every thing was big with expectation. The 
leaders of federalisfD, and I may add same of the followerii too, 
seerned to walk in the air and hold their hends among tb~ cloudS, 
Full of life, spirit and hope, they were impatient for tbe glorious 
cltange. As for opposition they scarc.eIy thobght of it. The democ-' 
ruey of NewÆnglnnd was to be frowned into silenee ,by a single 
glance. And what? though Ule ritlemen of the west were dangerous 

, 

persons in the neigltborhood of an eaemy: wc had our vanguard 
ready to reeeive them, a gal1ant band of knighta that li' ;.!d the banka 
of the Connecticut, whose swords were impatient to Ieap from their 
Bcabbal·ds. Whnt? Ulough Brown with all army of disciplined he.. 
rocs, t1lat hud torn the Inurels frot.n European vete~ns, hung on the, 
fianks of the new kingdom: "our best friends," the British, might 
occupy hlm, and we had an unconquered corpa pr reserve in those 
fiery sons of Mars, the" Silver GreYIi" ofNewburyport. The com • 
mon encmy had by a cbeap and bloodless conquest llecome masten! 
of anc thrid of I)ur torritory. So muclt the betterl The commanding 
general had saved aU his men, and tbJ: that matter reserved aH his 

• 

vnlor too, for the next battle. At any rate we bad but to exhibit 
our invincible Washington, in frowni!lg majesty, curbing his impet-
110US steed at the head of his Northampton chimlry; his very name 
wus a towe~ of streQgth. There was the govel"Ilment of the union, 
the sacred hanners of constitutional authority against us. ,But 
eould there be any want of ei viI prudence and of vigorous councils Oil 

our part.? Surely not while f.4e congregated wisdom of the aris-
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toerney, the flowp.r and hope of the new monarchy were condensed 
into the Hump of New-England nnd holding their Bessions at Hart-
~~ . . 

Mr. Ames, the orac1e of our nristacratie Junta, feelingly lament. 
ed, tOOt we bad not in this country the materials for establisbing a 

• 

monarehy similar to that of England. We had no old and great 
families who were looked up to with that su!milssive reverence 
whieh is inspired by the inherited greatness, the familypietures, if 
I may BO say, of ancient nobility. But the times are much improved 
runce he ",role. All difiiculties vanished before the enterprising 
geniuses ofl814. This man will surely make a very good Duke of Nor­
folk, and here is an Earl of &sex waiting for the letters patent of hia 
nobility. A hopeful train of tiUed great could 1M quickly formed. 
But for a King! Wpo shall we doilie with the awful robes of 
majesty? Where ahall we find ';he sublimity of genius and the 
transeendant dignity thnt is worthy to be eneircled by the glories of 
the erown ? Nothing 60 easy. It is a maxim of the Britis~. con!;lti­
tution, whieh is aur model, iliat a paste-board king is the best of all 
!)ossible monarehs, and so we \Vill ero\Vn , the sage ofNorlhamp­
tan. Queen Mab was busy at her fairy work. :Mitres and diarlems) 
and stal's and ribbons were claneing befare the enger imaginations 'of 
these titled dreamers. But the Angel of Peace arrived, and the a'1;­
drawn pOOntoms of the fairies vaaished before the wand of the pow­
orful enehanter. The ~xhilirating visions of a heated fancy, the 
" thrones and dominians and princedoms," the stars aud diadems and 
mitres, just as the pilgrims arrived at the' wicket of tbeir political:~' 
heavcD, were taken by thic rode eross wind, and . 

. , 

l1pwhirled aloft, 
F1ew o 'er the backside of thp. world far ol[' 
Ioto Il Limbo large and broad, 

the ancient reeeptacle of all the abortive and unfinished works of 
uature, and ail the multiformed fomes of mcn, of politician's dreama 

• 

• 

• Jf the liken ess of tbe Cl>nvention to the Long Parlinment, commonly called 
the Rump, is not complete, there are points of resemblll'lcll enough perbaps to 
!!ntitlc· thcm to thllt honorable ap)lcllutioo. . 
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-Q~d lover's sighs, and l'ope's indulgences, yc1epcd in olden time 
• • 

the "parndise bf fools." And there may the spilrkling glories 
of tbo New-England monarehy, the crosses and coronets, that 

'. charmed tbe waking and sleeping f.meies of cur poli tieal regenem.­
'tprs slumber in undinbll'bed repose, with the eowl1.l and hooda, the 
teliets and rosnrics of religious dp,liJ:ium, till the day of th~ general 
resurreetion. ' 

The war has not only rroved bul inereas~d the strength and sla­
bility of our government. Opinion is tb~ mighty queen tbat governs . 
human affairs, and ruics with as despotic a sway in politics as in 

• J' ~ • 

fashion; and this mislre;;s of the world from being our most 
dangerous enemy has beeome Il powerful ally. Bad ""e derived no 

• • 

otber advantage from the late war, tht" alone ought in the peculiar 
circumstances of our country, to be considered as above all priee. 

. ' 

lVhen the dbciplined hosb!lf 'an ancient mon~reby, were necn ti) 
retire bafiled and disp{'lrsed before the untried I;lnergie~ of a youthf ul 

, ' 

republie, and the c1amors of disafI'eet!.?n 3unk into silenee undeio tbe 
sacred influence ofthe la.w aed constitution, the l-oice ofa thousand 
ealumnies was sileneed at onee. Foreign powers will hereafter feel 
a greater reverene€> for the vigor and stability of a govcmment, that 
derives all its resources from the love of the people, and the ntribitioul 
and disconknted spirits, that are nurtured in our own bosom, will be 

• • 

awed by a tijoro salutary dread of nrranging themselves .against a 
eonstitution, that has Illready prc;'cd itself adequate to the double 
purpose of shielding the country from foreign vic,lenee, 'and curbing 
the excesees of dornestic faction. The t~mpest did indeed shake 
our politieal edific~, but without impairing its peautyor its strength, 

• 

it was only to make its fOUI~dation sink deeper and stand more nrR}1y; 
• • • 

and mey slleh be the result of every conapiracy, wheiher from w~ttl' 
. in or wHhol;lt, against the pe!.'lllanence of the on1y x:em&inin~ fr\l~. - . , 

government in the world. - , 
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