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AN ORATION.

A_NOTHER anniversary of American In<
dependerice has come. Another year of Amer-
ican Liberty has rolled away. Again we have
convened to commemorate the day which gave
birth to our nation. A day, which called forth
the attention, and excited the anxiety, of an as-
~ tonished and admiring world. A day, one of
the first in the annals of liberty, and one of the
last that will be remembered beyond the wreck
of timey and the ruins of ages.

On such an occasion, it niay perhaps be im-
agined by some, that the most suitable en,ploy-
ment of a speaker 1is, to take a retrospect of the
«causes which brought on, and the events which
followed the transactions.of that interesting and
memorable day. But can it be necessary to re-
late again and again, what has been so long writ-
t2n, and what must be more or less famihar to
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most, if not to all present ? Can it be necessary
to give an account of the wrongs which com.
pelled our virtuous and heroick forefathers to
leave their native country, and abandon their
once peaceful homes, and seek a shelter trom
the tempest of persecution amidst the howling
woods of America, where they were met in ev-
ery direction by the unwelcome noise of the
Savage yell ? Is it worth while to shew, that
the same system of injustice which had driven
them to the western wilds, pursued them with
unabating rigour, until they rose in the majesty
of their strength, and proved to their opprcsSors
and to the world, that * fora people to be free
it is sufficient that they will it 2 Can 1t be ne-
cessary to tell over the battles which were fought, .
the victories which were won, the heroes W}lo
immortalized themselves, or the patriots who
were slain 2 Will it be new to any in this meet-
ing to heur, that the immortal Washington, with
an army of naked and hungry soldiers endured
toil and fatigue, and encountered hardship aad
danger, & that at last he came off ¢conqueror and
more than conqueror,” over 2}l the enemies of
his'country’s independence ? And above all, can
1t be necessary to the recollection of any one who
has ever heard of those times, to recount the
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horrid barbarities which were committed by our
eremies ;  to speak cf the merciless Savages,
who, being licenced to torture and to murder,
waded to their knees in innocent bloed as they
weit along through our country ?

It is certainly true, that the contemplation of
thess things can not fail to be extremely interes-
tizg at all times to the humane and patriotick
mind ; but it is also true, that other things, in-
timately connected with our natiopal indepen-
dence, are of higher concern and more 1m-
mediate interest at this particvlar moment.

The political situation of the United States at
the present day, crowds itself first into notice,
and claims in the strongest possiblé manner our
chief attention,

When the brave sons of the revolution had cut
asunder the knot which bound them to the foot-
stoolufatyrant’s throne,they erecteda government,
having for its foundation the principles of equal
justice, and relying for its fortification on the
virtue of an enlightened people. It was an ex-
periment ; but it was one of the highest magni-
tude. The eyes of the world were fixed upon
the lofty monument thus raised to freedom. By
the friends of liberty it was hailed with the live.
fiest transports of joy as an omen from heaven,
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peculiarly auspicious to the rights of mankind.
By tyrants 1t was watched with never winking
eves, and marked for sure destruction. The
government progressed, and under its benign
operations blessings have been enjoyed never be.
fore possessed by the children of men. Peace
with all the world, on honourable terms, has been
d=sired and cultivated, and the hand of fiiend-
ship and protection has been extended to the
unfortunate and oppressed from every nation,
who chose to seek an asylum on this hallowed
spot. When the European world has been del-
uged in human blood, shed for the purposes of
ambition and distruction, and when its miserable
people have been from day to day and year to
year, hushed to sleep at night and awakened a-
gain in the merning by the clarion of war, the
inhabitants of these States have had peace in
their borders and plenty in their dwellings.
What a happy condition. ~ What an enviable
state. Truly has it been said, that the United
States was ¢¢ the garden of the Lord, protected
by his own almighty hand.” How deeply it 1s
to be regretted that the possessors of these bles-
sings have so much abused them. Thatinstead
cf bcing contented in their enjoyment, and uni.
ted for their preservation, they have quarrelled
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about their distribution, untiltheir very existence
is endangered. Disunion in the American fam-
i'y, has invited aggressions from foreign pov-
ers. These have been continued with increased
aggravation, until we have been compelled to
engage . a foreign war. In this critical hour,
our government calls upon the people to lay a-
side the weapons of party warfare, and unite a.
gainst the common enemy in defence of our
plainest and dearest rights. The cali, thorgh
for the mos: part attended to, is in some instan-
ces answered by vollies of abuse. The men
who who have been placed at the head of our
affairs, are charged with being traitors to their
country, and devoted to the views and under
the controul of the French Emperor. It is bold.
ly asscrted, that so far from going to war in de-
fence of any just rights, our government has em-
ba:ked in the cause of the monstcr of human na-
ture, against a nation, which alone is contending
for the liberties of the human race. Is it pos,
sible that these charges are true 2 If they arey
how awfully deplorable, and how eminently pet.
ilous is our situation. If they are not true, how
highly deceived, or how abominably wicked
must be their authors. If our pultlick officers
are thus corrupt, let them be hurled fram their
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exalted seats, and buried beneath tae indignas
tion of an injured people. If on the other hand,
they are found faithful to their frust, et ‘their
accusers hide their faces in shame and'{ confus
sion. To investigate this subject must- be of
the greatest consequence. -To probe 1t to the
bottom will shew where the evil lies. .+

THE PRESENT STATE oF oUR. Cou¥rTry,
therefore, will be the subjest of - this::address;
And in the first place I shall examine the origin
and progress of the disunion which exists among
the American people, and: next, take: a-short
view of our concerns with foreign nations.

At the termination of the reyvolutionary war
and the acknowledgment cf our independence by
Great Britain, the United States were placed in
a situation, as novel as it was critical and peril-
ous. While the whole country had acted as an
army, the want of a more complete system of
c¢ivil government than what existed in the arti-
cles of confederation entered into during the
war, had not been felt. But when this néw ems<
pire was about to take her stand by the side of
the greatest nations on the globe, it became ne.
cessary to lorm a constitution, better adapted to
our altered situation, and more competent to the
purposes of Natioval Government, It was
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however soon discovered that the accomplish-
ment of this design would be attended with -no
inconsiderable hazard." While the war lasted
there had been no occasion to draw fortli the
particular political sentiments of men, as to .the
different forms of government. It was now
found, that all those who had stept forth to re-
sist -the oppressions of the mother country, were
not friends, to a republican form of government.
And it can readily be perceived, that men might
fight agaiiist the encroachments and cruelties of
theiKing of England, and at the same time, be
in favour of establishing a government of a mo-
naschical kind over these States.  Experience
fully proves, that many have assisted to over.
throw despots, to become despots themselves.
A convention of delegates chosen by the
several States, met to do this great work of fors
ming a government, Among them, as was fear-
ed, was a party in favour of monarchy ¥  Find-
ing however, thut this scheme wouid not go
* After the convention had complcted their bufinefs, Luther Martin,
whofe evidence I think will not be queftioned by federalifts, in giving in-
formation on the {ubject to the Legifluture of Maryland, faid, ¢ there was
one party whofe with and objuctit was to abolith and annihilate all the
State Governments,and to oring forward onc general Government < ver
this extenfive continent, of a monarchical nature, under certain rescri<t. os
and Limitations. I'hofe who opcnly avoswed thisfentiment were, it s rrue
but few, yetit is equally true, that there was a confilerable nuimber. who did
riot openly avow it, who were by inylclf and many others of the conventinn,
canilderedas being in reality favourers of that funtinment, and ating wpon
thele principles, coverddy endeavouring to corey into eft.ét, what they knew

openly and avowedly could nnt be aceanmplithed.”
2

~d
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down, at least.without : some qualifications, the
labaurs.of this:party resulted in a plan submitted
by. its leader, tn the nature of an elective monar-
chy.¥# The total, and detegmined :rejection of
this propositicn, convinced jts authors, that the
people of the United States, after having burst
the chains of u::2 despoi, were reselved, nat. to
receive the shackles of another. Being thus de-
feated, this partv abandoned its favourite. objbet
as altogether Lopeless, and joined in the fotma-
tion and support of that instrument, which _was
after much debate adopted. Fhe final ratifica-
tion however of the new constitution, as it -was
reported to congress by the general convention,
was opposed with considerable warmth, by many
of the ablest men, and the truest republicans 1n
the United States. - "Fhey .wished for some alter-
ations and- additions, with a view, to render it
still more republican than it was. The justness of
this spposition was soon fully confessed, by ma-
king the principal amendments, which had been
advocated in the first place. They are mostly

* Alexander Hamilton, propofed a conftitution, in which, with other fea.
tures equally deteftable, it was provided ; that there fhould be a Prefident
end Senate for life, the Prefident to have an abfolute negative on all a&s of
the Legiflature, the Governors of the feveral States to be appointed by the
general Government, and thofe Governors alfo to have a negative on the Le-
gillatnres of their relpeftive Stares, Such a conflitution would have been 2
complete {ubverfion of the princioles of republicanifm  What freedom
cou'd have been cnjoyed with a Prefident and Senate for life? And what
independence, with fuch a government, would have been left to the States ?
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tained in the B of Rights, which has beek
atdached to the constitution, and which se exph-
citly defines, acd so ddrmrdbly protccts the nghts
of the people.

" When the new government was sttiled, Gen.
eral Washington, who had been thé first in war,
was chosen by the unanimous voice of his coun:
try, to be the first i peace. A Vice Prestdent
being looked for from another quarter of the un-
jon, the choice fell upon John Adams, a man of
en’unent talents, and a dlstmgmshed revolution-
ist. The first object of the’ Chief Mugistrate
was, to prevent the increase of that party spirit,
which had already’ shewn itsclf, between the
friends of republicdnism, and the advocates for
monarchy. He appointed Mr. Jcfferson, one of
the most distinguished of the republicans, to the
highest and most important office in the gift of
the government, and Mr. Hamilton, the leader of
the other party, to the next office. But instead
of reconciliation, the breach was every day wi-
dened. The party in favour of royalty, and the
tories of the revolution, soon entered into a close
union. The new tories, and the old tories, fond-
ly embraced each other, and on the altar of Brit-
1sh corruption, mutually swore eternal friend-
ship.  From this union originated a party which
has existed to this hour, and which by its com-
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plete devotion, at all times, to the cause of Greay
Britain, has been a continual curse to the . Uni-
ted States.  To this party, we must look for the
cause, of whatever misfortunes, have fallen on
our country. This is the seurce, whence all the
divisions aud dissentions, among ourselves have
arisen. j

This party, it must be understood, is entire-
ly distinct from the federal party. A true fed-
eralist is as far from being a tory, or a royalist,
asarepublican 1s. It is by means of this fac-
tion, that brethren of the same principles, have
been arrayed 1n political 6ppositi_on to each
other. It is by means of this faction, that their
aissentions have been fomented and increased,
to a pitch of 1nveterate hostility. It is owing to
this faction, that republicans and federalists,
have been in the constant habit, of stigmatizing
ezch other’s motives and principles. It is through
this faction, that the monster, party spirit, has
crouded 1itsclf into our domestick circles,
and damped. if not in a measure destroyed, the
pleasures of social intercourse. And it is through
this faction, that on this day, and in this very
hour, men who in our glorious revolution, were
¢« Solcmons 1n council, and Sampsons ‘n com-
bat,” and who still love their rcountry with the
same zecal, are separated into different parties,
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regarding one another with feelings of jealousy,
if ot 'of hatred.

It was in the outset perceived by the men
composing this party, that it was impossible ever
to m:ike any head way in their designs, except
upon the maxim, ¢ divide and conquer.” All
possible exertions therefore were early made to
sepsrate the great mass of the people, who were
almost all fricndly to their country, and attach-
ed to the principles of republicanism, inte two
partics. Ard the great object was to do this in
such a manner, as to secure to their interest the

~support of one of those parties. For this end,
the poisonous tongue of slander was set in mo-
tion. The fairest characters, and the best re-
publicans, were every where calumniated, in the
vilest manner. These men, artfully keeping out
of view, the attempt which had been made to
impose upon us a monarchy, and that the de-
feat of that project, alone induced its authors to
join in the support of the new constitution, used
every cflort to render odious those who had op-
posed the ratification of that constitution, as it
w:s presented by the convention to congress.
Their opposition was exagerated and misrepre-
scnted, while the motives for their objections,
and the fact that these objections were admitted
and removed, by the amendments, the want of
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which alone had caused them, were as much as
possible, laid out of the case. ‘The distinctions
of federal and anti-federal, were attempted to be
kept up, when not a trace of the original found-
ation of those distinctions, was lef;. These
sham patriots ranked themselves -amoong those
whom they called federalists, and dcclaimed
Joudly in favour of the constitution, though they
heartily detested it.  To all who opposed them
and endeavoured to expose their designs, they
applied the appellation of antifederalists, and
represented them as enemics to the constitution,
and dangerous to the liberties of the country.
Knowing the personal weight and influence of
President Washington, and the strong attach.
ment of the people to him, they crouched round
him, claimed to be his exclusive friends, and
boasted of his confidence, while they denounced
all as Ais enemies, who would net bow the knec
to them. By such méans they drew after them a
considerable portion of the people, who were
thus imposed upon by their professions, and de.
ceived in their objects.  They soon poisoned
with prejudice the minds of those to such a de-
gree, that they began to treat their old friends,
from whom they had been alienatcd, in the most
illiberal and ceatemptuous manner.  On the
other hand, the republicans, or those who stood
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l(mg scen with deep mortxﬁcat'on, that. so ma-
" ny of their fellow citizens, whom they respected
2nd esteemed, and who they beiicved loved their
country equally with themselves, were unwarily
joining a dangerous faction, could not altogeth-
er stifle their feelings at such treatment. Re-
crimination was the natural consequence. In
this way, disunion was gradually created and fo-
mented ; and about the time, or shortly. after,
Mr. Adams’s clection to the Presidency, the
present republican and federal parties were comw
Pletely formed and organized.

At that period the British party assumed a
bolder tone, calculating on an advantage which
they had not before possessed. The watchful
eye, the honest mind, and the discrizainating
judgment of Washington, were no longer
m their way.  They calculated much on the
pliancy of disposition of President Adams ;
and 1t was supposed, that his administration,
might without muck difficulcy, be rendered. en.
tirely subservient to the interest of Great Brit-
aln. 1 hese expectations were to a considerable
degree realized. To join England in her war
against France, was a mcasure openly urged,
and 1n a fuir way of being adopted. Prepara-
Wons were rapidly making, and just as the last
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step was to be taken, the President paused. He
reflected, and saw the manner in which he had
been led to a precipice of awful height. The na-
tive honesty of his heart, which had yielded to
smooth flattery, and been betrayed by deep de-
ception, resumed its dominion. He burst the
ligaments which bound him to an unprincipled
faction, & contrary to the wishes and advice of his
- principal councellors, instituted a new mission to
the French republick, in the true spirit of con-
ciliation. His offers of peace and friendship
were readily accepted, and a treaty between the
two nations was the result. But this alteration
of conduct in Mr. Adams, however honourable
to himself, and beneficial to his country, was not
considered a sufficient atonement, for the injury
which his administration had done to the United
States, and the persecution which the opposers
- of his measures had suftered.  He was therefore,
at the expiration of his first term of ofhee, dis-
missed from his place, and Mr. Jcfterson, the
tfavourite of the republicans,:was chosen in his
voom, |

'The elevation of this illustrious man, who
“had penned the declaration of independence, and
who had in every instance, and 1n the midst of
every difhculty, remained true to Lis princi;les,
disceuraged, but did not destrov, the hopes of
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the British party. The made of action however,
was it n cessity changed. Opposition to Gov-
er:ment was now to be the ord:ir of the day.
Accordingly; every measure of the new admin-
istration, of the least consequence, was misrep-
resented and reviled. The state of political af-
fairs in Europe, afforded at this time, a power-
ful engine, to scatter contention among the A-
merican people. The overthrow of despotism,
and the establishment of independence by the
United States, had awakened into reflection, the
long enslaved and debused inhabitants of the
European world. The glad tidings of liberty
had reached the ears of the slumbering children
of wretchedness across the Atlantick.

France and Gr.at Britain were at peace, when
the American revolution burst forth, though
those two nations had long before, cherished the
most inveterate spirit of rivalship. France be-
held with a watchiful eye, every step of opposition,
of the American colonies, to the mother couuntry.
In due time she acknowledged the independence
of the Ynited States, supplied them with resour-
ces on liberal terms, entered Into an alliance
with them, and joined in the war against Eng-
land. Those of the French, who had been with
us through our struggle, returned home, with
far different feclings and views than when they

3
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came over. They came to be sure, to fight for
the Americans against the British, but they
had known nothing of liberty. They had now
witnessed the process of emancipation, as it had
becn carried through in the United States. They
h:d seen its successful issue, and its blessed ef-
fects, in the institution of a free Government.
The sparks from the altar of American indepen-
dence, which were thus carried across the At-
lantick, werc soon seen to light into a flame 1n
France, which threatened to consume the guild-
ed trappings of royalty, throughout Europe. A
revolutisn having for its object in the first place,
a reformation of some of the royal abuses, was
commenced by the French. It was soon under-
stood, that on the event of this revolution, de-
penided the fate of monarchse  For a while, the
eff rts of the friends of freedom were successful.
The throne of every despot in Europe, trembled
toits foundation. A combinaticn of crowned
heads was formed, for the purpose of stopping,
or rendering odious, and destroying the obj.ect
of the French rcvolution.  This royal banditt;
made the cause of the King of France their own,
and declared a determination to re-cestablish him,
m the fuil enjoyment of that arbitrary power, of
which his peopie were stripping him.  This ia-
terference cost the unfortunate Louis his life,
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and with his breath, passed away the hopes of
arresting the progress of the revolution. The
sluiges of intrigue and corruption, were next o.
pened in France. Insurrections were excited
and fomented. Faction rose upon the ruins of
faction, and the most mighty couvulsions agita.
ted, and distracted the nation. Thus was re.
publicanism disgraced by the management of
its deadly foes. The enemies of liberty, turned
to their advantage, the mischief they had ac.
complished., They painted in the most glowing
colours, the crimes which they had instigated,
and presented them to view as the natural « ff-
spring of revolution. They pointed to the very
blood, which cried aloud from the ground for
vengeance against their guilty souls, as a solemn
warning to man, against any more attempts to
regain his long lost liberty,  The French peo-
ple, at last wearied with the tumult of internal
commotioti, and tired with the sight ot Llecding
heads, vielded themselves an easy prey to the
worst of despotisms.

Wiien Mr. Jefferson took the helm of our Gov.
ernment, was about the time, republicanism in
France, was secking a shelter from  the fury of
the tempest which had overwhelmed ity and fast
going to rest in the calm of despotism.  The oc.
casion was laid hold of by the partizans of Lug-
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land, in the United States. Tn the first dawning
of the French revolution, they were silent.  To
have ceme forward then, would too clearly hive
exhibited to view their principles.  Independent
of the Briush partv, the American peonle of all
descripticns, were friendly to that revolution:
It would not therefore answer, to come out a-
gaivst it 1o the first place.  The moment how-
ever the progress cf the revolutionists, was iar-
ked by irregularities, the reserve was laid aside,
It was deciared, that nothing but the blindest
enthusiasm. could fora moment, have fostered
the idea, that a revolution could be effected ir
Europe, to any advantage.  As to Frunce in
particular, it was said, liberty could not dwcll
there, and that Frenchmen were fit only for
slaves. ‘These who did net subscribe to such
opinicns, and who ascribed the unfortunate re-
sult of the transactions in lrance to 1ts true
cause, were denvunced as jackobins, and  disor-
gaL1ZLTs:

The peace between France and England,
scttled by the treaty of Amiens, had been «of short
duration. The war h-d becn commenced anew,
by a formal declaraticit on the part of Engl:nd.
Notwithstanding this, ker supporters in the U-
nited Stites as well as elsewhere, insisted, that
she was fighting in defence of the liberties of
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the human race, and that France was striving
for universal deminion.  Such has been the cone
tinual cry to this hour.  Belicving the awtul
scenes, which had bLeen excned and acted 1n
France, had gone far towards rerdering thit na-
tion odious to the worl.i, it was calculated that
no expedient weuld be so lik< ly to make Mr. Jef-
ferson’s administration ur:popular, as to charge
him with being devoted to her interest, and se
inculcate the belief, that our councils were uns
der French influence. This was the rallying
point during the whole of Mr. Jcfferson’s ad-
ministration, and it has been the chict weapon
of oppesition thus far, through that of Mr. Mad-
1son,

The republicans have taken but little iater-
est, In the contest between the two rival rations
of Europe, since the commenccment of their
present war, except so fir,as the interes® of the
United Stutes was plainly concerned. It has
‘uniformly been the case, that the more prosper-
ous England has been in ber wars, the n.ore ar.
rogant and insulting, »nd the more rigid in her
claims, h.:s she been towards us. Nut so with
France and the other nations at wir with Eig-
land. With them, it has been the reverse.
Whenever therefore, the 1epublicans have wish-
ed success to the arms of France, it has been
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with a view to the good.of the United States.
Republicans, can have no choice, simply be.-
tween two such dctestable governments as those
of France and England.

The assertions, that England is fighting for
the liberties of the world, ard that shc alone
stands between France and unmivers:l power,
which have been so often, and so unblushingly
made, and repeated, are both false, and nidicu-
lous. England battling for the liberties of the
world ! Mounstrous absurdity ! Impudent inock-
ery ! Does she care about liberty 2 Lock at her
enslaved and starving subjects at home, who are
driven to such desperation, as to conmimit assas- -
sination in open day. To what spot of the earth
has she ever given freedom ? Look at Ireland,
and view in imagination, the greedy gallows a-
verloaded, and the huagry grave glutted with hu-
man victims, who had never had even the form
of a trial.  Where Las her power ever been cx-
erciscd for the good of mankind ? look in In.
dia, where cven the waters of the holy Ganges,
have been purpled and polluted with human
blood. What has become of those mnations,
winich have been 10 alliance with her, and which
relied on her friendship, and her power for pro
tection. Look at Bonaparte’s list of humble
¢ributaries,  Isit for liberty’s sake, that thou.
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sands of men are torn from their homes, then
fricnds, and every thing dear to them, z;nd for.
c=d to iing r out a miscrable cxistence, in worse
than barb. rian slavery ? What glerious hberty,
that d-pends on slavery for 1ts protection. What
exaited liberty. that owes its existence to DBrit
ish power and influence. |

As to universal dominion, there 1s no more
reason to believe that France 1s aiming at it, than
England.  Show me an acre of ground on the
face of the glcbe, where it has been posssible for
the British to set their feet, which they have not
colonized, plundered, or rendered tributary.
Show me a country in the world, which they
have been unable to conquer by open war,
which they have not attempted to disturb, or to
destroy, by means of secret spies and pensioned
emissaries. The honest truth 1s, the ancient en-
mity between France and England, has grown
to such a height, that cach is determined on the
other’s destruction.  For this purpose, 1t is of
thce utmost importance to each, to have the as-
sistancc, and the controul, of the other nations of
Eourope ; and from this, those other nations, are
alternatcly enslaved by the two great belligerents
just as their power varies.  But it is said, Bo-
naparte would conquer the United States, 1f it
wcre not for Eugland.  Indeed. Has he ever
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threatened any thing of the kind? Is there any
danger of it ? On the other hand, how stands
the case with Engliad ? S/e would in all prob-
ability Aave conquered us ; she would huve done
the very thing, had it not been for France, which
h.r supporters now say France wishes to do.
And I Jdo not hesitate to pronounce, that no
man, who 1s nct miserably deccived or wickedly
dishonest, will say, that England has not at
all times evinced by her conduct, that had she
supposed herself to posses. the power, she
would long since have attempted to subjugate
and recolonize the United States. To say the
very least then, France stands as much between
us and England, as Eagland does between us
and France. Still we have no favours to expect
from cither of them. We ask none ; we only
wish to preserve our just rights; and those, 1
hope we can defend without the aid of any for-
eign power. The cause of the United States is
not connected with that of France or of England.
It 1s entirely distinct from either ; and nothing
1s wanting but union, to resist the aggressions
of both.

But the conduct of this British party, has
been more particularly criminal, in the immedi-
ate rslations, between the United States and
Great Britain, “chis is the main theatre upon
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which they were designed to act, and here, they
have £.athfully played their part.  Haie they
have eagerly watched, ard industriously impro-
ved every occasion, to sirengthen the cause of
Great ‘Britain, to add to the numter of her fol-
lowers, and to stir up the burning spirit of p.itt¥
in the United Stutes.  Every v m in ‘the ¢ :ta-
lozue «f B:idsh wrongs, has i its i beecu ce-
fended and justifid, and every oppos:: of Brit-
ish politicks has been siandered and gt.used.

The barbarous practice of nmpre:-:-g sea-
men from our vessels, has, in the very sidst of
the lamentations cf the father, the crics ~f the
mother, and thc distresses of brothcrs and  siss
ters, been dcfended and justified, agreeabie 1O
the pretensions of the British Government,

"T'he murderous attack on the Chesapeak,
after the first and overwhelming burst of 1cgent-
ment had a hLittle subsided, w:s palliat &, if not
fully justified, and the refusal of Rose to tender
satisfaction for that outrage, or even to -tcll us
what hie Intended to offer, biefore the Prosident’s
proclumation, 1terdiciing Briusn arm-d vessels
was revoked, was declared to be right and prop.
er.

The disavowal of Erskine’s settlement, was
boldly approved, and the groind tak: o by the
British Government, supported 1n €very partic-

A
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ular. 'When that settlement was made, the to-
ry faction arrogated the whole credit of it to
themselves. They proclaimed, that by their
determined opposition, our government had . at
last been driven to an honorable compromise
with Great Britain. And they had even the
hardihood to assert, that precisely the same terms
h..d been offcred us eighteen months before, and
that the British, had all the while been willing,
and. anxious to make the very same scttlement.
Wh-n the disavowal tock place, which was but
three months afterwards, the same men, with the
most brazen cffrontery declared, that Erskine
had never had any power tc make such a set-
tlement, and that Great Britain never could have
thought, of autherising, or sanctioning, an agree.
ment sn uncqual on her part.

When the noted Jackson next came, and
with matchless impudence, .ca'led in question
the veracity of the President, with respect to his
knowledge ot the extent of Erskinc’s authority,
his infamous conduct was entirely approved,
and the incendiary was rewarded with the most
distinguished marks of attention, by men who
darc profane the honourable title of Americans.

I the affuir of the Amcrican frigate Presi-
dert, &the B.itish ship, Little Belt, the statement

of the British commaunder was supported against:
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that of Comunnodore Rodgers, and the conduct
of the British vessel defended, on principles as
contemptible, as they are unfounded. The Lit.
tle Belt had &/ right, the President had none.
- The Little Belt had a right to chase, the Presl.
dent had not.  The Little Belt had a right to izl
the President had not. The Little B.lt had a
right te Aold her tongue when hailed, the Presi-
dent had not. In short the President from this,
could have had no right, unless it was to run a-
way, and this question has not been discusscd,
It must have been forgotten, or the poor Amer-
ican would have been stripped of ¢ven this lean
privilege, though he had no need toc exercise
it, |

And the orders in council, those monstrous
weapons of licenced plunder, have been justified
on the plea of retaliation for the French decrees ;
a plea equally false in fact and unfounded in prin-
ciple.

Such are the principles of the faction I have
described, and such is the course it has invaria.
bly pursued. Such has been the manner, In
which it has supported the British cause, and
such the means, by which it has divided the A-
merican people. In this way, has the fire of
party been kindled, while fuel has constantly
been added to the flame. First the people were
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artfullv f~rmed into two parties, next we haveé
fouud s faction endezvoring to nccerporate it
seIf with the federalists, so as to secure thoir
support and lustly, we Lave scen it but too
success ul, in drawin:- their sympathr s, acd cn-
sharing their affcctions, thereby c¢xeiting them
to oppoesi-ion and contention with those, between
whom ard them, the greatest cordizlity, and the
most sincere friendship, ought ever to « xist.

Licaviug this part of the subject, I approach
to that of our forcign relations.

- From the treaty of peace with Great Britvin
to the present time, the United States have en.
joyed almost uninterrupted tranquility,  This is
to continue no longer. The nution 1s ab:ut to
put on the armour of war, to defend her viola-
tcd rights, and her mangled privileges.  This is
a great change iu our «ff irs, and to spend a
short time in ¢xamiing the causes which have
precuced it, can not be unprefirable,

Ft.m e begining of the prosent war between
Frasee and Grear Britain, for about two years,
1o cssentizh oy jury was done to the neutral com.
merce of the United States, by either of the bel-
Iigerents.  Tn the year 1805, the country for the
first 1ime, was roused by a sweeping and rumn-
ou: .ty k on an important branch of our lawlful
trade, by Great Britwin,  The whole mercantile
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interest of the United States was fired at this un-
expected and undcserved stroke of plunder,
which was not ¢ven sanctioned by the form of &
proclamation blockade, or an order in council.
Mectings were called in the principal places in
the Union ; these were attended and concurred
In without regard to party. Party names were
lost in the clamours of the sufferers, and party
feclings were buried in the ruins which caused
these clamours. Petitions and memorizls were
forwarded to congress, praying the aid and protec-
tion of the government. The subject was ta.
ken under consideration, and on the 13th day of
Fcbruary, 1806, the Scnate of the United States
~ unanimously resolved, ¢ that the capture & con-
demnation under the orders of the British gov.
ernment, and adjudications of their courts of ad.
miralty of American vessels and their cargoes,
on the pretext of their being employed in a trade
with the enemies of Great Britain, prohibited in
time of peace, is an unprovoked aggression up-
on the property of the citizens of the United
Stutes, a violation of their neutral rights, and ax
encroachment upon their national independence.”

At this time there was no pretence, that
France had done any thing, which was injuri-
ous to our commerce, or which could afford a
cloak to cover this iniquity of Great Britain.
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And it is worthy of rcmark, that the name of
J'imothy Pickering, the notorious defender of
British injustice, stands recorded 1n favour of
this resolution. Even this shameless man, da-
red not, until sometime afterwards, advocate
these high handed robberies of his ¢ fast anchor.
ed Isle.”

Special negociation was urged and recom-
mended by our merchants, and accordingly re-
sqrtcfd to by our government. Mr. Pinckncy
was dispatched to England, though we had then
a 'mixlister residing there. But no satisfaction
could ever be ob_tair}ed, for this ¢ unprovoked
aggression upon the property of the citizens of
the United States,” this ¢¢ violation of their neu-
tral rights,” this “ encroachment upon their na-
tional independence.”

Next comes the British blockade cf May
1806. Here at one dash of the peny a coast of
one thousand miles extent, was [)roclazmed to be
in a state of blockade, when it 1s maniftst from
the order itself, that but a small part of this
coast if any, was actually besieged by a naval
forcc. 'There was at first some reason to expect
that this act was not 1ntended to be executed to
the njury of American commerce, but in that,
tve were soon disappointed.

These proceedings on the part of Great Brit,
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ain, roused the ruler of France : and in Novem.
ber following, we find b'm  at the head of his
conqucriag army in Berlin, proclaiming also, (for
1t could be nothing morc) the British I[sles in a
state of blockade ; giving tor his réasons in his
dcceree, the previous illegal acts of Great Britain.
'This ws indeed a rapid and wonderful improve-
ment on the British system. On the publication
however of this decree, it was ofhicially declired
by the French government to the American
minister, that the measure should have no cpe-
ration agaiost the trade of the United States.
This determination was immediatcly made known
to the British government, and was not ques-
tioned by them. The decree did not so operate
until ten mounths afterwards. The date of this
decree, therefore, as it respects the United Sates,
must be considered to be 1n Septemper 1307 ;
it was then for the first time eniorced against

them.
In Jnuary and November 180%, were cnac-

ted the British «rders in council ; and 1 De-
cember after, Boneparte again answers by hi
Milan decree.

For the more clear and explicit understand-
mg, as to the order of time, in which these sev-
eral encroachments, on the neugral rights, and
nativnal sovereiguty of the United States have
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been commenced, the  following recapitulation
mu\ serve.

First, the lawless depred:tions by Great
B:i:ain in the year 1805, which drew furth the
resolution of the Senate to whick 1 have reierred,
and caused the sending a special minister to
Engsland.  Secondly, the British blockide of
Muy 1806. Thirdly, the British orders in coun-
cil of Junuary 1807. Fourthly, Bonaparte’s
Berlin decree, taking effect against the United
States in Scptember 1807.  Fifthly, the British
orders in council of November 1807. And
sixthly, the French Milan decree of December
1807.

The question which of the two belligerents
began this nnprecedented warfare on the rights
of uncffending nations, has been contested by
some ; but it is certainly very easily decided,
by a reference to the dates, and nature of their
proceedings.  No person whose mind is not the
scat of prejudice, can seriously entertain the
idea, that France, with a naval power, so con-
temptibly inferior tp that of her enemy, would
mtroduce an example, which at once makes su-
perior force, the test of law and right on the o-
cean. Great Britain has herself always admitted,
and declared, that Bonaparte’s decrees were but
cmpty threats, without the possibility of his
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enforcing them, while her ability to execute her
orders to a very great degree, has never been
called in question.  Yet she will make a mock-
ery of common sense, by pretending that her
swedping orders, carried into cffect, almost to
the fullest extent, are mere acts of retaliation,
o what.....on empty threats. Strange retaliation
this. It would be more than folly to believe,
that Bora: rie, would by an empty threat, a-
gainst his cuemy, lay a foundatwn for a course
of prnceedmg on the part of that enemy, so ef-
fectuaily and vitally injurious to his interest. It
is too plain not to be seen, that Great Britain 18
determined to make use of her great naval supe-
riority to the best advantage for her interest,
without regard to usage or principle ;- and from
this, have those lawless proéecdings ariscn,
which have swept from our citizens so many
millions of property, and been the cause of so
much agitation.

But this is a questinn, after all that has been
said ahout it, entirely unimportant as it regards
the United States. The last aggressor of their
rights, is no more justifiable, nor even excusca-
ble, than the first.  France and Great Britain, as
it respects the loyirg on thair orders and decrees,
stand with the Unwed States, precisely on the

same {outlng,
5




34

Both of them have attempted to justify them-
selves, under an assumed right of retaliatirig, on
the acts of .one another ; at the same time, the
first act of this kind, has never been defended ;
they are these which fullow after, that are claim-
ed to be lawful ; and both deny being the first
offender. It is contended, that these acts are
not direct and hostile, against neutral nations,
but only so against the enemy, and in their op-
eration incidentally ibjurious to neutrals. This
1s not true. It Is not enemies commerce, waich
Is intercepted. A state of war of itself, subjects
that to prey. Neutrals are stopped from going
to hel'igerents, and truding with them. Zhey
are prevented from carrying on their usual and
lawful business, and #4eir property is taken a-
way. ‘The injury is direct against them, and in
trath, only indirect agaiust the enemy, in as
much as he is deprived, of the benefit of barter-
ing for the property of the neutrals, which is
thus stopped from coming to him, or seized for
the bencfit of his adversary. Suppose two mer-
chants trading neareach other, should be enemies,
and oneshould forbid all trade with the other, and
should undertake to stop all persons going to the
storc of the other, and take away their money to
prevent his adversary from having the benefit of
it ; would not this bea direet attack upon those
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persons who were doing nothing, which they had
not a perfect right to do ? And as to the right
of retaliction ; if the other merchant should fol-
low the example, would a person who had Licen
plundcred by both, think any better of the Just
robber, than the first 2 Would it be sufficieut
for the last one to say, your irade was of gie.t
service to me, and for this reason, my encmy,
without the most distant regard to law or right,
forbid you to trade with me any longer, and 1n
consequence took from you, whatever money or
property you attempted to send to me, now be-
cause he committed this flagrant breach of jus-
tice against you, to :njure me, I have done the
same for the purpose of retaliating on him ?

But it is said if the first offence is not resisted
by neutrals, this mode of rectaliation, will; on that
ground become lawful. This plea has becn
brought forward, and urged against the United
States, both by France, and Great Britain. The
slightest examination, will prove it rotten in
principle, and destitute of truth.

An involuntary submassion of a neutral, to
~ the superior force of a belligerent, cannot cer-
tainly afford ground for attack, from the encmy
of that belligerent. It may frequently be the
case, that the neutral at the time of the injury,

1s not in a situation to oppose force to force, or
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it might not be thought expedient to resort te
arms, on the first occasion. This certainly would
not legalize wrongs from cther quarters. It
must be evident to any one the lcast aéquaintcd
with the subject, that nothing short of a conni-
vance by a neutral, at the act of a belligerent,
with an intention to aid that belligerent in the war,
can afford the smallest pretence, for the oppo-
sing belligerent to make his attack. Soumething
must b: done, or suffered to be done by ‘av neu-
tral, with a view to assist a nation at war, against
her enemy, before that enemy hazs,_; & right to
complain of the veutral. / , |
As to the fact, laying aside the principle, 1t
is not true, that the United States, have in any
sizgle instance, connived, ar acquicsced, or even
sil-ntly submitted, to the abuses of France or
Great Britain.  Their complaints and remon-
strances, have bcglj loud and constant, against
these ruffiin wrongs.  Measu res of precaution
and resistance, in the form of commercial re.
strl tions have been tesorted to again and again,
in the hope of » possihility, that war, that great
cal-mity, might be avoided. |
- Admitting howsver, that Bonaparte’s  Berlin
decrec, wis enforced against the United States,
i ite first promulgation, and that it was in real-
ity, the first encroachment on their nentral rights.
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Great Britain cannot cven then, cover her ini.
.qun) with thi. flimsy vell. It cannot be ques-
tio.-d, thet it was at least her duty to have
Waitc d, uotil 1t he d! ‘een ascertained, whether
the Unit: d States, would acqul ss in the preten-
sions of that decree. Iistead of doing this. the
ret.liatory order in council of Junuary 1807, was
ad-pted and enforced 46 days after the date of
the Berlin decree, and ubout the time, and per-
haps even before, the decree was heard of in the
United States. It 1s clear then, that on no pos-
sible ground, can the British orders in councﬂ
rely for justification or excuse, on any previoys
acquiescence of our government in the measures
of France. And 1t is equally clear, that, as
Great Britain undertook to proceed witheut thus
waiting, whatever right she might, under any
circumstances, and on any principles, have had
in the first instance, to call on us for resistunce
to Franég was by her own act completely wave d.
But the last correspondence between the
Secretary of State and the British minister provces
the plez of retaliation on the French deer: es, to
have been urged merely as a cloak, and puts at
rest, all dispute about the object of the orders in
council. The minister states positively & un quiv.
ocally, thit any repeal of the French decrees as a-
gainst the United States alone, will not produce
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a repcal of the orders as against them.* He
5ays,' the decrees must be repealed as to all na.
tions before the orders can be touched.

The United States have nothing to do with
other nations ; 1t is enough for them to tuke
care of themselves, and other powers must do
the same. All we have a right to ask frcm
France is, that she cease to violate our 11 :hts,
and we ask only the same from Great B itain.
But she, through her minister, dcclares 1 the
face of our goverpment, that if France does
cease to violate our rights, she wiil not do the
same. France must cease doing injury not on-
ly to the United ‘Stutes, but also to other pa.
tions, before Great Britain will let us aloue.
“The plain object of this cannot be mistaken ; it
is to compel the United States to become the
.champion of other nations, with whom they
have no connexion, and thus to draw them 1In.
tc the war on the side of Great Britain against
France. Even those, who have really and
honestly cousidered, that the French decrees
ought to be revoked, before we had a right to

# N ir. Fofter to Mr. Munroe, June Yotk, 18ra. ¢ 1 have no hefitation
Sir.in faying,that Great Britain, as the cafe has hitherto itood, never did
nor ever could engage, without the groflest injustice to herfelf, and her al-
fies, as wcll as te other neutral mations, to repeal her orders as affecting
Amncrica alonic, leaving them in force against other States, upon condition
that France would except, fipgly and fpecially, America from the operation
ef her dccregs.”
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claim a repeal of the orders in council, must now
be satisfied on that head, after the plain and pos.
itive declaration of the British minister, that the
orders will not be rescinded as to the United
States, notwithstanding the decrees should abso-
lutcly, and without any dispute, be revoked as
against them. This places the question between
the United tates and Great Britain, on the very
same ground, as if the revocation of the French
dccrees, so far as they affct the United States,
was admitted by the British Government, to be
in every particular complete and absciute, yet
they obstinately persisting to enforce thcir or-
ders in council aguinst us.  In a state of things
like this, no man in the Uunited States, has been
known to contend, that it would not be just and
righteous to go to war with Great Britain.

Under these circumstances, congress have
declared that war exists between Great Britain
and the United States. Our government has
resorted to every expedient short of this, and it
has all been in vain, It was rendered absolute-
ly certain, that no course was left with that na-
tion, except humble submission or forcible resis.
tance.. Yet there is dissatisfuction in the United
States, and it proceeds from the same faction,
of which I have given an account.  Some pre.
tend to disapprove the step taken by our gov-
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ernment, because they greatly deprecate the ca-
Jamitics of war, and in the same breath they wall
almost mourn, because war wes uce deel:-red a-
gainst two powerful nations, instead -f ouc. Ma-
ny say, a'though it cannot be denicd, thit we
have good ground for war with Great Britin, yet
France has also given us cause o war, there-
fore, our government has discovered a partiality.

For my own part, i cannot perceive the force of
this reasoning. It we have cause for war with
Great Britain, our not going to war with France,
can not take away that cause. On the ather
hand, if we have no cause for war with Great
Britain; going to war with France will not cre-
ate that cause. The idea of partiaiity in this case,
supposes the same obligations o cucmies 3s to
friends. Suppose a muan should be attack«d by
a number of bhighwaymen, would he be
chargeable with partiality, i he did not deal the
same number of blows to cach ? If a nation is
on terms of peace and friendship, with two other
nations who are at war, the neutral hus certain
obligations to the belligerents, but the moment
those belligerents, have both given her cause for
war, all obligations are at an end, and 1i then
becomes a question of policy, and expediency
alone, whether to fight both at once, or which
to fight firsty as also the time and manner of the
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attack ; and these questions have not the
least connicxion, with any obligations, existing
previous to the change of situation. The truth
is, these charges are themselves the mere crea-
tures of parti:lity. No man who will admit, that
Greut Britain has given us just ground for war,
and who is not devoted soul and body to that
nation, will condemn cur government, for the
bare reason, that France is not coupled in the
war.

And what honest man will say, after a * view
of the whole ground,” that our government has
decided improperly, in sclicting Great Britain
as the enemy, at this time. Admiiting the de.
crees of France, and the orders of Englai.d, to
be in full force at this moment, against the Uni-
ted States, and thist in this respect, there is no dif-
ference between the two nations, stilly, indepeu-
dent of this, we have more than ample causc for
war against Gieat Britain.  Leaving out of the
question a host of offcnces, among which cre, a-
buses of our hospitality, and infringements of our
peutriity, in our own ports and harbours, the
murder of Yierce, the refusal for so long a time
to make rcparation for the attack on the Chesa-
peake, officially inviting our citizens to violate
the laws of their country, the treacherous disa-
vowal of Erskine’s settlement, the infamous at-

tempt to destroy our unton and government ; ex-
a

-
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citing the Savages on our frontiers to the
massacre of men, women and cliidren ; lfsaving
all these outrages out of the (jllestion, that of
excrcising mastership over our vessels at sea,
and depriving them of their men, and those men
of their birth right, alone i1s over sufficient to
justify a war of vengeance, against this naticn,
so crimsoned with crimes. |
Great Brutain says, she has by her laws, a
rizcht to the service of her seamen 1n time of
war.  What of that. Must she violate the sov-
ercien rights of the United States to obtain her
seumen ? It 1s admitted that the British have no
right to enter on to our territory to take them.
A law of this kind, merely between the British
government and its subjects, if there is any law
about it, can not be enforced in the United
States, for the reason that the subject for it to
operate upon, is not within the legal jurisdiction
of Great Britain, but within that of the United
States. How is the case altered, as to our ves-
sels at sea. The ocean, it is agreed, is the com-
mon highwav of nations, The vessels of the
United States, have a perfect right to travel it,
unmolc¢sted by those of nations, with whom they
are at peace, except in the single case of carry-
ing on a trade prohibited by the luws of nations,
which of course operate on the seas. A vessel
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owned in the United States. and sailing the o.
cean under their flug, is no more under the ju-
risdiction of the laws of Great Britain, than our
territory is. The cnly possible difficrence is. in
the one case we are more cxposcd to her power
than in the other 5 but that power when excrcl-
sed, 1s equally injustifiable in the one instance, «8
in the other. The admissicn which 1s made on
all hands, that this practice 1s lizble to abuse, on
account of the extreme difhculty, of distinguish-
ing Englishmen from Americans, clearly proves,
that the practice itsclf, ought not to exist.  Ifit
1s impossible for the British naval commanders
at all times to know an Englishman from an A.
merican, 1t 1s equally so for the commanders of
our merchant vessels ; of course, Englishmen
may be taken on beard of them without a knowl-
edge that they are such.  Why then should cur
vessels, when they have done nothing wrong, be
11 ible to be stript of their crews,and lcft, perhips
exposed, to go to the bottom of the sea ? Again it
may be asked, why shou'd G. Britain in all cascs,
have the sole power to decide, who are her sub-
jects, and who are our citizens. First her officers
forcibly takesailors from our vesscls, without any
evidence at all of their being British  subjects.
Next, when we claim our citizens who are ta-
ken awav, we have to produce proof to support
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our claims, and then again, Great Britain alone,
dccides on this proof. Why should not the
British, as well as we on our part, fermally de-
mand their scamen, and produce eviderce to
support their claims ? Perhaps I shall be mct
here, by an argument, if so it may be called,
which has been repcatedly brought forward, that
Great Britain has long been a belligerent while
the United States have been at peace, that there-
foie the want of her sailors has been so pressing,
that 1t was even necessary for her very cxistence,
to take them by force, whenever she could find
them on board of our vesscls, let the conse-
quences to us be what they might. "L his is the
comrnon plea of the highwavman ; he alwaysrobs
Jrom necessity.  If it is a fact, that Great Britain
can not exist, but by the unnatural crime of
manstealing, let her perish; the sooner she is
blotted from the records of nations, the beticr.
In Lriefly ex:mining this question, I have
sal-’ nothing abiout the njuiv done to the mdi-
viduals, who are torn frem thar country and
their friends, and perhaps their wives and chil-
dren, and made priseners for life.  Nor have 1
taken irto consideration, the claim which thcy
have on their government for protection and re-
licf. A recital of their miseries at this tine,
would but serve to harrow up the feelings ; and
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a consideration of the claim which they have on
thcir country, would only tend to cast a shade
over the merits of our nitional government, for
not long since, cffectually attending to the cries
of the unh:uppy suflerers.

Should we then disregard all these injuries
inflicted on us by Great Britain ; should we let
our old encmy go, and first fight a nation, which
certainly was once a valuable friend to the U-
nited States, and whosce aggressions can in no
wise be regarded as more than on a par, with
but an inconsiderable part of the wrongs done
us by Great Britain ? Every honest and candid
man would spurn at such a proccedure, as the
height of impslicy and injustice,  And as to the
constant clamour aguinst Fraice, on account of
the conduct of Bunaparte, independent of his
treatinent to us, 1t 1s suficient to remark, that
the United States have nothing to do with the
concerns of any forcign nation, only as they af-
fect their nights. At the same time, I defy any
mun, to point to a singic villancus act of the
government of France, which has not been four-
foided by that of Great Britain.

I have thus fir, to make the case most fa.
vourabie for Great Britain, gone on the ground
that France has not reccded from  her hostility
towards us.  Yct it is o fact, that the French
decrees have been rescinded, as against the U.
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nited States, for more than eighteen months.
This to be sure, hus been disputed by Great
Britain and her supporters, notwithstanding, cv-
ery publick agint we have had in France dur-
ing ihat time, has declared it to be the case,
and not a single fact has occurred to contradict
them. Nevert he}css, if our minster now at Pa-
ris, does not before l(mg effect a fair, and hon-
ourdble adjustment of our remaining cliims, on
the failure of his negociatiou, we can not doubt,
such steps will be taken, as the interest, and the
honour of this nation may rcquire,

Ancther objection which has been strongly
urged against the war with Great Brituin is,
that it will be an offensive wur, and that we
oﬁght never to carry on any but defensive wars.
I do not understand that the United States
have commenced an offensive war.  Huve they
attacked the rights, or committed any dcpreda-
tions, on the property of Great Britain 2 Do
they contend tor any new rights, or bring for-
ward any new claims ? Have not the British at-
tacked, and for years basely trampled on their
rights ? Has it not becomc necessary to resort
to arms for the defence and preservation of those
precious privi]eg‘c"‘s, which were so dearly bought
'by’ our fathers, and which have been handed by
f;';ma to us, to be transmitted to our posterity ?
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Let the question be explicitly answered, which
has first invaded the other’s rights ¢ This will
at once dctermine the character of the war.

Rut the Uunited States have declured war a-
gainst Great Britain ; this is conclusive ; it must
be a war of offence, and can not be a war of
defence. If the party who declares war, is at all
events the offending party, what kind of a war
has Great Britain becn engaged in for several
years ; thet war was commenced by a publick
and fermal declaration on her part against France?
Great Britain ; that indeed alters the case. She
1s contending for the liberties of the whole world;
she 1s figchting the battles of the human raceagainst
wntversal tyranny ; she alone stands between the
monster Bonaparte and universal dominion, No
mutter who declared war 1n that case, Great
Britoin is acting only on the defensive.

Yet 1t must certainly be a war of conquest, be-
cause we are going to take Canada ; we are go.
ing to send an army to Quebec.  The United
States sent an army to Qucbec in the year °75 ;
were they then engaged 1n a war of congquest 2 1f
our encmics have long taken, and do sull maost
wantonly take our property in one place, and
we 1n order to remnncrate oursclves, after eve-
ry attempt by way of ncgociation has fuiled,
take thcir property in another place, does this
make a war of conguest on our part ?
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To expose all the absurdities, as well as the
wickedness of the opposition to this righteous
war, would occupy more time, than the occasion
will allow. As the su'ject however is easy of
investigation, and when at all examined, must
be rightly understood. it can not be questioned but.
that the people of the United States, will for the
future not ouly cast off, but regard with the high-
est detestation those men, who shew themselves
‘to be devoted to the interest of a forcign gov-
ernment, in opposition to that of their own.

The time has come, when republicans and
federalists should on the altar erected by their
fathers, throw away thcir party animosities, and
unite their strength in this great contest. Thuse
who were honestly opposcd to the propriety of
commencing the war, will on a moments reflec-
tion perceive, that since this step sas been taken,
thoir opposition ought not to b so ex. reisud as
to aid the enemy. Our gevernment has made
a svlemn appeal to the American people, and en-
treated them to come forward in defence of ev.
ery thing dear to then., as men, and ss frecmen.
The duty of every citizin is plue. Frue re.
publicans, and true federalists, will do their duty.
The enquiry then will no loncer &, who is a
republican, and who is a federalisty, Lut who is
Winic, and who is a Tory.




