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- Windfor, Fuly 4th, 1814’.

In beh: If of the Committee of arrangements for. the celebration of the thirty-
cighth arniverfary of American Independence,1 have the pleafure to return
you thei: thanks for the Oration you have this day pronounced,and to requeft a

copy fer publica tion -
I avail myielf of this opportunity to affure yeu, thi.: the expreflion of the

other gentlemen of the Committee, perfectly coincides with my own.

With efteem I am, Sir, refpeétfully yours,
’ WILLIAM HUNTER,

Chairman of the
o Committee of arrangementss
¥+ C. THOMPSON, ESqa

— D ——

EMEN uly 111h, 1814,
. GENTLEMEN, July , 1014

I beg leave to uffure youthat I am dsep!j fenﬁblc of the honor d‘one me by
requciting a copy of my Oration, declivered on the 4th inft. for the prefs.
_ ‘Though I am aware of many defects in that performance, [ have thought

proper to comply with your requeft, and hereby place a copy at your difpofal.
’ I am, gentlemen, very refpectfully,
your aumble fervant, A
. J.C. THOMPSON,
Hov. WILLIAM HUNTER, ..
~andother gent.emen of AR LN
the Commit ter of arrangements,. STy ) :.; o}
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AN

ORATION,

REPUBLICANS AND
FELLOW-CITIZENS.

WE have aflembled to commemorate the
birth day of our Nation at a crifis, big with im-
portant events. The decifive moment is at hand,
when AMErIcA muft contend, perhaps alone,
as the avenger of univerfal juftice. The grand
exhibition on the theatre of Europe is at laft clo-
fed, « continental peace is at hand, and the vete-
ran troops who have been actors in this tragedy
are deftined, as the executors of Britith vengeance,
to reduce the United States to ‘ unconditiona! fub-
miffion.”> But, thank God, we areyet free. Not-
withftanding the ftorms which have long agita-
ted and convulfed the world, we yet exercife the
1nvaluable rights of fovereign and independent
Nations, and enjoy the bleflings that emanate trom
our happy government—the only republican gov-
ernment which has been preferved from the revo-
lutions of time, and :he wreck of Empires.

Letit then be ourdelightful duty on this auf-
picious day, to inquire whence, under God, thefe
bleflings came, and how they may be tran{mitted,
unimpaired, to pofterity. And in the perform-
ance of this duty we will hail the genius of liberty
and rejoice that we have notconvened to do hom-
age to a defpot, and, in the habiliments of flaves,
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to render thacks for our lives which he might
aracionfly vouchfafe to fpare ; butunder the tri-
umphan. banners of freedom to celebrate a day
on which tyrants were confounded.

Having the honor to addrefs you on. thls inter-
efting O(,CaﬁOﬂ my imperfe&tions will claim all
the charity which your indulgent [pirit can exer-
cife. Your ﬂooi {fenf{c muft have taught you to
expedt nothmv new.  Nothing ceuld be oficred
that would compcnfate your attention, did not
the great events of the day furnifh a theme.

The prefent fituation of our beioved country de-
mands the united energies of freemen. We may
indeed view with mmgjled fenfations ot pleafure
and pain, with rapture and aftonifhment, the bril-
]1ant achievements and difafterous fcenes of the
revolution. that broke the colofial chains of flave-
ry. emancipated America, and ufhered mto the
political world a mighty empire.

But this i1s not 4// our duty. The heritage of

our fathers 1s worth prdervmor It 1s therefore In-
cumbent on us to avert the dangers which threat-
en it.—To cherith 1t asa gift fromn heaven—to
guard and detend it from the encroachments of
toreign power, and the (urbulence of domefhc fac-
tion. ' .
The dedaratlon of mdependence which has
juft been read, recites the caufes that impeiled the
tathers of our country, fupported and approbated
by Heaven, to affert with calmoefs and dignity
the moft facred rights of man. It arranges in or-
der the multiplied “and accumulating abufes of i1z
paient ftate, to which they looked with loyaity
and folicitude for juftice and protection.

When pumomnn' and remonftrating had failed ;
when appeals to her *“ native juftice and magna~
nimity”” had proved worfe than ufelefs, America
rofe indignant, and the Green of Lexmgton was
crimfoned by the firft blood fhed in the great dra-~

ma, o
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There are probably fome in this crowded af-
fembly, whofe locks are whitened by the frofts of
many winters, who were actors in that eventful
ftruggle, which the exercifes of this day muft
bring, forcibly, to their recoileétion. Such, my
fellow youth, whom we delight to honor as living
monuments of revolutionary virtue, can go with
us while, in1magination, we pafs through thofe
times of peril and calamity that *‘ tried men’s
fouls.” While we view the fields where patriots
toiled, bled, and triumphed, and with hallowed
fteps tread amongft the tombs of devoted heroes.
With us they can afcend the™ battlements where
MonTcoMERY fell, or gaze with folemnity on
the plains where WASHING TON conquered.

] do not advert to thefe {anguinary fcenes to
play upon the feelings, but to remind us of our
obligations and our abiiity. Blood-ftained fields,
conflagrated villages and cities, exhibit the price
of our liberty.  Alternate hopes and fears, {uc-
cefles and difafters, admonifh us of the necefiity
of perfeverance ; The iflue affords a convincing
proof, thata people, wnitedly willing to be free,
can not eafily be enflaved. '

From the clofe of the revolution the American
freemen marched rapidly to wealth and fame.
T he United States {oon commanded the refpeét,
the attention, and the admiration of the world.
Patriots who had labored and bled to fecure the
rights of men, retired from the field of battle to
enjoy them. "Thele rights were by government
acknowledged, and as far as practicable, protected
& fecured. Our canvafs was unfurled & exnanded
on every fea ; And while our flag was refpected,
our commerce produced arich harveft of national
wealth. | |
" Weare vet comparatively profperous and happy.
JHow delightful is the employment, to contraft
our fortune, fince our national exiftence, witl
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that of ozher nations. ‘The empires of Europe
have been torn, convulfed, and drenched in blood ;
But America, favored of Heaven, has been faved
from defolating faétion ; the horrors of revolu-
ticn ; and the violent ftorms of a world in arms.

Gther Republican governments, like the ruined
tower, have crumbled to dufl, but ours has fur.
vived, and yet remains a friking evidence of 1its
own fuperior excellence.

A glance at the ftupendens fcenes in Europe,
fince our revelution, will teach us properly to ef-
timate our happinels, and moft devoutly to thank
the creat ARBITER of nations, for the falvation of
our ccuntry from a univerfal deluge of crimes and
miferies. -'

Frenchmen, who had taken a part in the A-
merican revolution, had imbibed the {pirit of
freermen ; and having returred home with repub-
Jicai: principles implanted in their bofoms, and
bearts expanding with the love ot liberty, began
to pull down the pillars of a government, ** ce-
mented by ages of defpotifm.” Their motives
were at that time of the moft pure and exalted
nature. Their firft excstions were made to rea
heve the victims of royal vengeance. - The Baf-
tile, that ungodly engine of defpotifm, was un-
barred, and its wretched 1nhabitants who had
long groaned in 1ts dungeons, admitted to the
hght of Heaven and the enjoyment of the world.

Had they progrefled with that {pirit, France
had yet been free. But the fudden burft of liberty
upon a people, long bound in the fetters of flave-
ry, was infupporiable. Enthufiaflm and mifgui-
ded zeal urged them to the moft awful and dread.
ful extremities, and again funk them under the
{courge of a tyrant,
~ The aftonifhing confequences of the French
revolution haveexcited univerfal attention.

- England, profefling great love for the ¢* Legiti-
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mate kings” and ‘‘venerable inftitutions” of
Europe, enlifted all her fympathy for fallen def-
potifm ; and a powerful coalition was {oon for-
med, deffined for its re-eitabhithment. England,
Holldnd, Pruffia, Auftria, Germany, Italy, Ruf-
fia, Spain and Portugal, confederated to annihilate
the French Republic, which had but juft rifen
from the afhes of monarchy. The Repubiic by
the moft aftonifthing exertions triumphed over
this combination of powers, and covered Europe
with carnage. But this only paved the way for
military defpotifm and imperial fupremacy at
home. Napoleon Bonaparte, whole career 1s
without example in modern hiftory, foon became
a military chief, and the deftines of France were
fubjec to his fupreme control.

But his power has extended beyond the boun-—
daries of France. His motion, like the nod of
Jove, has thaken the world to itscentre. By his
energies monarchs have been proftrated; con-
ftitutions and governments annihilated; and
thrones, kingdoms, and empires, dathed to at-
oms. | ~ |

The early fuccefles of the French Republic were
fucceeded by the moft bloody operations. Em-
perors and kings have been depofed, imprifoned,
and aflaflinated to make room for others.

Poland has been overwhelmed withdetruction,
ftruck from the rap of Europe, and a fecond
time partitiored among its ruthlefs conquerors..
Italy has twice been conquered. The Republics of
Lucca, Venice and Genoa, have been annihilated.
Holland has been annexed to France. ‘Three
times has the law been diétated to Germany,* and
the conftitution of zhat empire at laft annihilated,
In a word a fecond coalition has been formed for
the deftruction of the French Empire, but bro-

. * At Campo Formio, @&, 97. At Luneville, Febroary xfor, At Viemnz,
Ofo, 18049,
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ken to fragments at the battle of Aufterlitz ; Fhe
power of the Pruflian Monarch deftroyed on the
plains of Jena, and continental Europe, a {econd
time, iaid at the feet of France. - .
- But the work of devaftation and death does not
end here. The ambitious Bonaparte was not yet
fatisfied. 'To ride triumphantly in the car of
victery, over delolated Europe, while whole na-
tions followed captive in his train, was not {uf-
ficient for Aim ,—His ambition contemplated the
exclufion ot Britith commerce from the continent.
But his grand project has been defeated. A zhird
coalition has been formed, and after litterally
wafhing Europe with blood, and filling the world
with difmay, affifted by ftratagems and treafons,
the feverity of ike elements, and the flames of the
Ruflian capital, has victorioufly entered Paris and
produced a counter-revolution in France. And
herein 1s completed the great work of the Allies.
The prime object ot Great Britain is at laft ac-
complithed ; A *‘ legitimate king’’is eftablifhed
on the throne of his anceftors, and France bas
a change of Maflers. 'Thus have millions been
flaughtered, thus has creation groaned, to eftab-
lith a poor, weak, pufillanimous king, on the ab-
dicated throne of NAPOLEON.
During this clathing ot the nations of Europe,
America has been travelling the high road to em-
inence. But the fun of her profperity has been
often ob{cured by clouds of adverfity. The ftorm,
long gathering on her political horizon, is now
beating, The Tocfin of war has founded and
America is in arms |—In arms to fave her inde-
pendence while tottering on the brink of ruin—to
pluck it from the rude gra{p of Britifh tyrants.
The abufes which have driven us to this dread
ful, but unavoidable refort, are perfectly under-
{tood ; but till amiply atoned for muft never be
forgottén. Though you have often heard them
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enurherated and exnlained, [ beg your indulgence a
moment, while I exhibit the inveterate, deep
rooted, and perfevering enmity of Great Brirain.

From the moment he fealed the acknowie ?n;,c-
ment of our fovercignty, fhe has, with .
hopes of fuccefs, unceafingly meditytd our - m)f
jugation. The dcknowledgcmem, wis wifh "*ef
Miniftry an act of neceffity and not ot rhorce.” She
was at that time contending, not.againft her coio-
niesonly, but againft Hol‘and France and bpau.,
His Majefty therefore, no lon er uble to trample
on the rights of his ~’\mencan {ubm&s, was co -
pe//ed to acknowledoe and in fome degree, to iz~

et them. But the very hand by whici he
fp ned the treaty of peace was extended, bc.uxv e
lnk was dry, in a violent infra@ion of its prov.i-
ions. In dire& violation of the 7th article, the
Britith retained poffeflion of the vamfxms* on the
Northern frontier. In' violation of the law of
God and man, they armed and inftigited the
mercilefs favaze to deeds of crueltv; that {hock ev-
ery civilized bemcr but an Englifhinan*  That the
{avages on our frontiers have beeri ericouraged 1n
their barbarous murders, by Britith agenrs and
Britith prefents, I affert wnthout fear of contra-
di¢tion.. The fcalp of one of our fellow crrizens,
who had been 1mmola ed on the altar of Be; h
vengeance, has been oftentatioufly difplayed to
grace the Leglﬂatlve Hall of Uoper (nmda
And this too by a natnon boalting of its human-
ity, and hailed as the * BuLw 4 RK” of the benev-
olent religion of jEsus! ‘T'he turpitude, the
tremendous confequences of this nterference;
need no comment.. The wrath of vindictive God
muft await the favage wretch, wherher red or

L for the honor of my country, ! could wifh that the word Englithman did
not neceffarily comprehend many who are Americans by birth, but anuﬂlmen
at heart. But it is a lamentable fa¢t, that many among us have viewe:t the
fcalping and butchering, of our frontier inhabitants, by Britith and Inaian fav-
ages, ~vith apparent indifference; or, engaging all thelr fympathy tor thefe mur;
{erers,have palliated and juftified their moft barbarous outrages.

B
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white, that can deliberately dye his hands in_ hu-
-tnan biood.

No new attack was immediately made on out
rights. The Britifh vainly imagined that the pec-
ple, tofling on the billows of internal commotion,
would foon difcover their incompetency to gov-
ern themf{elves, & gladiy call on them for protec-
tion. The adoption of the new conftitution diffi-
pated, Itke a fhadow, thefe chimerical fpecula-
tions, and taught them that forbéarance was not
likely to effect their object.

But villany is ever fruitful in expedients. The
rights of neutrality were next to be attacked. For
this purpofe, fubftituting naval power for mari-
time right, they began to {pread theircommercial
toils to entrap cur commerce, and exclude us from
the highway of nations. Armed with naval fu-
premacy, they trampled with fovereign contempt
on the Law of Goud, as applied to nations, and
their avaricious cupidity preyed, iike the Vultur of
Numidia, upon ciir comimercial profperity.

Some of the moft promitient, and univerfally
acknowledged principles of the maritime law of
nation$ are, that free fbips make free goods ; that
neutral velfels bave a right to navigaté freely, from
port to port, on the coafls of tbe powers at war ;
that the cffells of belligerant fubfelts, ( excepting
contraband) and the Jubjells themfelves, (eéxceptisg
military perfons in aélual fervice) [hall be free 1
neutral veflels : that no blockade can be juftifiable,
unlefs it be fupported by an adequate force, deftined ¢
maintain it, and 10 expofe 1o Bazard all veflels ar-
termpting to evade ils operations ; that the blockade
muff be of particular ports, aftually invefled ; and
that velfels attempting to enter fuch ports, fhall not
be capiiired, unlefs they fhall have been previewfly
warned not to enter them. |
_ The important principle, that free thips make
free'goods, is perhaps as old as commierce. The
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memorable Treaty of Utrecht, that fettled all ths
commerci~l difficulties of Europe, made between
Great Bui:ain and France in 1713, and renewed
in 1763, exprefsly acknowledged and recited this
principle, {o eflential to the fatety of neutral com-
merce. It was acknowledged in the treaty of ,63,
between Great Britain and Spain. It was intro-
duced into the treaty of the former with Ruffia in
,66, with Holland in ,85, and into her treaties with
Sweden and Denmark. ltis the principle for
which Ruflia,Denmark,Holland,Sweden, Auftria,
France, Spain, Pruflia, and the United States, con-
tended in 1780. It was the grear and fundament-
al principle of the ARMED NEUTRALITY
of Ruflia and Denmark, eftablifhed at Copenha-
gen in 1780, and acceeded to by Sweden, the U-
nited Provinces and other commercial nations. it
may be found in the Treaty of the United States,
concluded with France in ,78, with Holland n
,82, with Sweden 1n ,83, and with Prufha in ,85.
It is fanGioned by the immemorial ufage of Na-
tions. It even received, mdireélly, the fan&ion of
Jfederalifm in the Senate of the United States in
1805. Its infraCtions have always refulted from
the plenitude of power and the weaknefs of necu-
trals. Great Britain, while fubjeé to the naval
rower of Spain, complained moft bitterly und in-
dignantly againfl the “‘ right of {fearch” for goods;
But focn enabled to deduce the 77gbh¢ from her a-
bility, {he purfued the farpe courfe which fhe had
fo firenuoufly condemu:cd in others, and has at
length unhefitatingly enumerated this abrupt de-
parture from nature’s law, amongt ber *‘ mari-
time rights ” T -
I am thus particular on this point, becaulc to’
this departure,and the unwarrziatable extenfion ot
the fyftem of blockade, may be attributed the an-
nthilation ot the neutrality of Europe, and the al-
moft total exclufion of the American commerce
from the ocean. "'
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The prelent extravagant claim of our enemy
may be traced to the rule of ,56—The rule of
H is Britannic Majefty’s prize court. At that
time the umverfa/ law of nations began to give
p!ice tothe municipal regulations of Great Britain,
George the lIl. “confidering his ediéf a rule by
which independent nations muft govern their
commercial ntercourfe, declared, “‘ zhar what
scas not found (relative to this intercourfe) permit-
ed in the nffruélions given by bis prize court, was,
of courle, ‘underffood 10 be probibited.” 'Thus mod-
eftly afluming the control of the ocean, he af-
cen:ded the throne of naval power, and, like Jupi-
ter from Olympus, hurled the thunder bolts of his
wrath, at all who had the prefumption to exceed
nis Royal peirmiffion. : |

Here is the origin of the prepofterous claim of
the ** 7igbr of fearch™ tor goods ; having no ar-
cumedy to fupport it, but the thunder of Britith
artillery. . | |

Relying on theprotection of the law of nations,
the American flag was early boifted in every port,
and our canvafs {pread as extenfivelyas the ocean.
But a {pirit of commercial monopoly, foftered by
lawlefs ambition, and fupported by power, foon
began fo {pread its fatal influence. In violation
of the principles which I have before enumerated,
Great Bri¥in, as early as ,93, made an order of
council, By virtue of which her veflels of war
were ‘ to flop and detairall veflels, laden with
goods, the produce of an¥ French colony, or car-
rying provifions or other fupplies to any {uch
colony.” ‘The order was {crupuloufly execu-
ted, and Ameritan veflels were captured and con-
demned with little ceremony. The United States
weére on the eveof war, but the treaty of ,94
partially healed this. wound upon our national
honor and intereft.; and peace, on our part,
continued.  But Great Britain did not loofe fight

.
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of the grest object in view. In ,98 fhe prohibit-
ed neutral trade with the colonies and fettlements
of Holland, France, and Spain.

The fame monopolizing fpirit, {harpened by
the conflicting interefts of Great Britain and
France, led to the paper blockade of May 1800 ;
by virtue of wh:.ch the continent, from the ELBE
to BresT, was rheoretically invefted with a Bri-
ufh fleet. -

Bonaparte, :tien Mafter of the continent, for-
getting his impotency on thec ocean, 1n his zeal ta
wreak his vengeance on its proud Miftre{s, at the
expence of ho:eft neutrality thundered his decree
frodrn a foreign capital, blockading the britith Ifl-
ands.

One more bold paper exhibition gave the fatal
blow to our al- :dy fhattered commerce.
Under the erders in Council of 18¢7, blockad-

ding nearly the whole continent of Europe, A-
merican veflels were frequently captured and con
demned without attempting to enter the ports,
thus //egally blockaded, and feized and annoyed
even while within our awn jurifdiétion.

From the firft attack on our commerce, till the
declaration of war, 917 American veflels were fac-
rificed to the commercial avarice of the Brituth
ration. This havoc will Jong be remembered by
every one, who doos not flumber in forgetfulnefs
to juftity the defpoilers of his country. R

A departure from the principle that * ¢ free thips
make free” men, has been followed by confe-
quences itill more ferious and difaftrous.

The rigist of fearch for men nas never been ac-
tnowledged - any nation, nor has it ever been
clarmed by any but Great Brisain, nor by Aer till
fince the clofe of our revolution. It is a monftrous
claim that originated in power, and which has
been fupported thus far by the all prevailing ar-
gument of Britifh cannon. A claim fo prepoi-
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terous and humiliating in principle ; fo cruel in
executicn; and fo awful in its confequences, nev-
er can be admitted by a {overeign nation. A-
merica thall deny its juftice till her foil ‘¢ fhai:
mel: with fervent heat.”

To execute this claim, the petty officers of ths
Britith navy have long been in the habit of enter-
ing our veflels on the high feas, and even 1n ou:
harbors, claiming the right to feize and carry intc
their fervice, net Britifb born fubjets only, bur-
all who were not Americans, whether Sweeds,
Rufhans, Pruflians, Germans, Dutch, Italians, ox
Africans : And though they have not directly
claimed the right, they have perfevered in the prac-
tice, of taking native Americans ; and thoufands,
and tens of thoufands of our tellow-citizens, have
been hurried into mercilels captivity, {upported
by the hope, that after having fpent the beft part
of their lives in difgraceful vaffallage, and grown
grey under the lath, being nc longer ferviceable to
their mafters, they thould be gracioufly permitted
to return to their native land to bé bured in the
foil of liberty. Butalas ! even this {orry hopeis
not often realized. Many have groaned away a
lifein the floating engines of Britifhtyranny. ‘Ma-
ny have fallen while fighting againft their country-
men.—The deck of the Epervier was crimfoned
by the blood of three American citizens. The
bones of thoufands of them are now decaying’ in
the bottom of the Atlantic, or bleaching on 1ts
{hores. .
- Should any advocate of Britith juftice and ha-
manity call for evidence of the truth of thefe re-
marks, 1 refer him to the declarationof Lord Cai-
tlereagh,in Parliament,sbat bis government then beld

Sixteen bundred American feamen in flavery; and re-
mind him that nolefs than twenty fix were difcoy
ered under the flags of the Peacock, Gurriere, Ma-
cedonean & Java. Thus are they brought in fight
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of their native country tofigh, but figh in vain, to
land on the fhores of liberty. Thereisno liberty for
them but that ‘¢ which remains for the people of
God”—*“a liberty which the world cannot give,
nor all the powers of Earth and Hell confede-
rate, take away.” | .»

Againit this crying injuftice ouf government
have expoftulated, remonftrated, and menaced - in
vain. In vain have they appealed to the human-
ity of the Britith nation ; Invain have they of-
fered to remove every ground, urged as a neceflity
for the practice of impreflment. They have for=
borne till forbedarancé invited additional abufe.
And what redrefs for paft, what fecurity againft
further abufes, have they received? The affli¢tions
of dear relatives, thé groans of wretched captives,
and the voice of Heaven, furnifh, impreffrvely fur=
nith the anfwer. S -

What have been the excufes for refufing to re-
leafe American feamen from flavery ? Look at
an extrac from .the black and difgraceful cata-
logue.—** Thit they had no documents, or their
protetions were irfegular ; Had been releafed
from prifon in Gottenburgh ; Were faid to be im-
pofters ; Were not to be found cn board the fhips
ftated ; Were natives of foreign countries, Pruflia,
Sweden, Italy, &c. Had aztempred to defert.”
And they may now add, ‘‘made prifoners of
war, contrary to the practice of every civilized na-
tlm",). :

Are there any prefent who think impreflment
of little confequence, and a conzemptible caufe of
war? I invite fuch, for Ged’s fake, to ponder this
lift of excufes again.  Will you fuffer yourfelves
tc be infultingly told,when you demand the lib-
erty of your counttymen, that they have not the
evidence of their citizenthip in their pockets, or
that this evidence is /#formal/? That they had ar~
femptedto flee from the moft illegal and cruel bon-
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dage. and therefore mufl continue under the
fcourge ? That baving been lathed like dogs
through a Britith fleet, they had fainted and fall-
en in a thip, that did not happen to be the particu-
Iar one ftated to contain them ? Will you —
But [ forbear, I can purfue the{ubjetno further.
Gracious God, to what a ftate of degradation .13
my country reduced ! .
~ Did not thefe abufes, my friends, 1n language
folemn as death, and loud as the thunders of At-
na, proclaim théneceflity of war? Permit me
then briefly to urge the propriety and neceflity
of continuing it, | -

The caufes which impelled to the conteft f}ll
exift. The condu& of the fagvage villains, who
have profecuted 1t on the part of the enemy, has
ftamped them with everlifting infamy and dif-
grace. The {calping and butchering at the River
Rafin;the - flames  of Havre de Grace, and the
ravages at Hampton, areimperifhable monuments
of Britith barbarity and cutrage. The Britith have
given us no affurance that they will ever ceale 10
arm and inftigate the ferocious favages; Then
muft Britith influence over them be deftroyed, or
our frontiers be forever dyed in blood. -

The operation of the orders of council, a$ they
fegard America, is loft in the profecution of the
war ; and the orders themfelves have become a
dead letter, in confequence of the countries, to
which they were applied, having ceafed to be hof-
tile. But they have never been repealed. The
Britith declaration ot the 23d of June,1812,centain-
ed a conditional repeal ; But the condition never
having been performed, the repealing inftrument
became void on the face ofit. And many of the
blockades, inftituted by virtue of the order, have,.
within feven months, been raifed in confequence
of the places to which they were applied, being
rio longer under the dominion of France.
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But whatever may have been their fate, the prin-
cipie on which they were founded has never been
abandoned. Theright to carry them again into
operation, or to iffue others, was exprefsly declar-
ed by the inftrument containing the conditional re-
peal. And fthould a treaty now be concluded,
without ftipulating againft this claim, we may
hereafter find that the ‘“ Lion 1s not de.d but
{lecepeth,” ready to rife at the command of his
malter and awvain fejze his wonted prey.

The practice of impreflment, like the opera-
tion of the orders of council, 1s merged in the
war ; But the fubje¢t remains unfettled, and the
extravagant claims of our enemv are unabated.
Mot of the illtated mortals who have been caught
1n the fnare of Britith injuftice, have been made
prifoners of war; Others have bled profufe—
ly, and died wretchedly, under the flag which
has {o often ftruck to the bravery ot our tars.

Shall then the {fword be fheathed before the ob-
jects be effeéted for which 1t was drawn ? Shail
our countrymen be abufed, infulted, and mui~
dered and our vengeance {tiil loiter 2 Shall their
groans reproach us becaule our indignation {lum-
bers ? No ; The fuffering prifoner, the voice of
the people, & the voice of God demand our inter-
pofition. Let our arms be laid dewn, without re-
lteving and fecuring the {ubjeéts of this abulfe,
and every eaftern breeze, every Atlantic wave
that rolls to our thores, will bear us a meflage,
creadtul as the condemning rebukes ot confcience.

Has our government doue every thing practi-
cable, confiftent with honor and dignity, to bring
the war toan honorable termination ? This be-
comes an important inquiry. A reference to
faét_s will exhibit, unimpaired, that pacific {pirit
which faved us from war till forbearance ceafed
to be a virtue. .

No fooner was the fward drawn in defence of
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our violated rights, than an armiftice was
propofed, on condition of a dilcontinuance
of 1mpreflment, and a difcharge of Amer-
ican feamen already imprefled—a convincing
proof that peace,withcut difgrace, was the objeCt
of the war.. In the charatteriftic fpirit and tem-
per of the Britith Miniftry, the propofal was ol-
tentatioufly rejected, and our goverment treated
with contempt.

Wtken a ceflation of hoftilities was propofed by
Admiral Warren, nothing was urged as prelimi-
nary to its acceptance, but a fufpenfion of this
infamous practice, duringy the armiftice,. on
condition thatthe United States fhould exclude
Britith feamen from their employment ; The
Prefident offering, at the fame time, to enter into
a difcuflion on the fubje&t of impreflment with-
out an armiftice. But this mode did not com-
port with the Admiral’s views. He could not
confent even toa fufpenfion of man-ftealing ; and
war continued. | |
- In March 1613, a law was enated in Congrels
prohibiting the employment of Britith {eamen,
and impofing heavy penalties on thofe who {hould
violate 1t.  This at once deftroved the foundation
of the mighty plea of neceflity, {o long urged by
Great Britain, and ** her friends in America,’” and
convinced candrd men, that the object of imprefl-
ment was to man the Britith navy with Ameri-
can {feamen. |

The prompt acceptance of the Ruffian media-
tion which Great Britain o her ufual ftyle of felf
importance  refufed. becaule her ‘¢ marnumc
rights” muft not be “ouched,” exhibits additional
cvidence ot the Prefident’s attachment to peace,
and his unceafing exertions to obrain it. .
Our enemy, refufing the interpofzcion of her inti-
nmiate triend and Ally. propoled to treat direllly at
Loundon or Gottcuburgh., This propofition was



19

met without delay, and meafures immediately ta-
ken to-carry the contemplated negociation 1nto ef-
fe&t. Thus hasevery honorable exertion, on our
part, been made, calculated to reftore the bleflings
of peace ; And every osher expedient having fail-
ed, the juftice of continuing war, as the /s, is
not to be doubted. There are but two alterna-
tives—war and unqualified dependence.

In this dilemma, with the deareft interefts of
our country at {take, we find a clals of our fellow
citizens apparently ready for ‘*unconditional {ub-
miilion;”” prepared to furrender the indepen-
dence, which coft the richeft blood of a nation of
freemen, and welcome the fatal embrace of tyran-

ny. Modeftly claiming ‘¢ all the talents,” and
““ all the religron” In the country, they defpond
in melancholy at our fuccels, rejoice with joy
unipeakable at our failures, and ftvle themfelves
the exclufive * friends of peace.” But before we
fubmit wzzbh them, we will inquire who they are,
and how confiitently they claim this popular ti-
tle. -
They are the fame characters who once thought
Louiiiana worth the fucrifice of peace, and after 1t
had been peaceably acquired by tair purchafe, for
lefs than three cents per acre, thought it a defolate
and worthlefs region, becaufe (no doubt) it was
not the “* price of blsod.” They are the fume who
talked loudly of war with England in ,93,
waged hoftilities againft France in ,98 ; and del-
uged congrels with petitions for decifive meafures
again{t Great Britain in 1806 ; modeftly telling the
acovernment they could not *“ %e bicked into a war.”
The fame who have fo feelingly {fupported their
claim to ‘¢ all the religion,” by rejoicing, in fol-
ema mockery, at the calamities of war in Europe,
and 1viting fa&ion and rebellion at home.  The
fame who wrap <hemielves in hypocrily, facrile-
gicully affume the charater of the great and good

4
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WasHINGTON, attach his benevolence to thex'
names, but exp]ode it trom their hearts, and “* re-
membering to forget therr former hoftile {p mt
cry peace with the magnanimcus *° BuLwaARK,
and difgraceto our countrv. The fame who dupe
manv an honeft follower into a beliet, thar they
are the real friends of peace, while ambition and
treafon “‘ lurk in anxious hoftility” in their bo-
foms. ‘Thele are the characters who ““ in all the
ompldcency of accomod (tIn forgetfulnefs now
ftvle themielves the ** peace party,” and brand
with infamy thofe who are bleeding in detence
of thetr infulted country.

Shall we adopt the courle pointed out by thefe
tambs of pcace, profirate our fovereignty at the

throne of George the third, and rely with humble
cor:fidence on his mercy, becaufe they do not gra-
cioufly approbate the war? Their difapproba-
i1on furntthes no evidence of its injuftice. Their
oppofition to the adminiftration has been ind;fcrim-
7nate tor more than thirteen years. No republican
officer has elcaped the lath of their ﬂander No
“devoriment of the govemment has been fufficient-
iy correct to meet their apprebation; No public
meafure has had their fupport. Jumfymb, palli-
ating, or denying Britith aggreflions, they have
not hefirated to heap the vileft abufe on the {ol-
dier, who has fought, and bled, and fallen 1n 7he:r
defence and for r£err benefit.

When the government have adopted pacific
meafures, their voice has been for war. W hen
government appeald to arms, war was ‘‘ unnecef-
fu1v and rumous.”

When rhc arrangement was madewith Erfkine;

Ir. Madifon was culegifed, and even difzr guifl—
(’d as a federalifl ; Now bufes were favithly heap-
ed upon his Piedeccffor. by declaring that the
Britiih governmens had long heen ready and anx-
ious ro make the fame arrangement.  But when
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this arrangement was rejelfed, thefe fupple gentle-
men changed their tune and {ung another {ong.
They declared the arrangement to have been an
unauthorifed a¢t of the Britith minifter; Madiion
became afubje@ of the moft infamous calumny
& was charged, unblufhingly charged with having
alted with a perfe& knowledge of the falt. Here
is an everlafting monument of federal conjrfl acy
and Britith farzh.

Do we want another inftance of federal abfur-
dity ? The Ruflian mediation inftantly prefents
itfelf for confideration. When report firft pub-
lithed this interpofition of the Emperor Alezan-
der thefe charalters haftily deciared that the Pref-
1dent would not accept it, becaufe 1t might even-
tuate in peace; But no fooner did his conduct dif-
appoint thefe lying heralds, than they pronounced
the acceptance an a&t of folly and madrels ; And
the epiftles ot the notorious Timothy Pickering
were Induftrioufly circulated to fhew, that Mr.
Madifon, when he accepted the mediation, knew
that tobe an unauthorifed a& of the Rufliun Minif-
ter. A ‘‘plain tale’ has fince defeated this object.

This fame clafs of men condemned the war, at
1ts commencement, becaufe the nation was unpre-
pared to profecute it ; er:d,acknowledging 1ts juflice,
laid hold of every weapon calculated to deftroy
the public credit, obftruct enliftments, and encour-
age defertion to prevent a preparation.

It {foon {uited their purpofe to pronounce it
unjuff 5 and Parith, Ofgood, &co. were put in
requifition to make the people believeit. Thele
pious heralds, forgetting their facred functions,
thundercd their anathemas fromthe 4e/3 in fecur ity ;
and cvery one who engaged in the war was pro-
nounced " o murderer upon a large fcale.”

I bave {poken of the federal party in general
terms, but I {eel mylelf bound to” make many

honorable exceptions. A great proportion of tihat
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party regard with folicitude the welfare ot their
country ; but placing too much confidence in
characters whofe art enables them to practice de-
ception, and who, like the Ignss faruus, ferve only
to bewilder and miflead, they are unfufpectingly
drawn into that policy, which militates againft its
beft interefts. I would noi therefore indifcrimi-
nately arraign the condu¢t of that party, but re-
count, with honeft indignation, the abufe of polit-
ical demagogues, who ‘‘ would rather rule in Hell

‘than ferve in Heaven.” i
Shall we defpair becaufe our arms have not been
fo {uccefsful as a heart too fanguine may have cal-
culated ? Should we not rather exult that our
troops, bave acquired a reputation wpich af-
fords the beft evidence of eventual triumph?
The panders of faction and diforganization {pend
thetr fleeplefs nights and days, to make us believe
that the war has difgraced our country. Heavens,
what foul but feels indignant at the humiliating
attempt | Where 1s the Britith apclogift that
can point to an mftance in which the American
Joldiery has been difgraced ? Has the fpirited bra-
very that repulied the attacks on Craney Ifland,
Fort Meigs, Fort Stephenfon, Sacket’s Harbor
and Ofwego, difgraced them ? Shall the prowefs
that reduced Fort George, and fhcok the battle-
ments of York to their bafe, receive noapplaufe?
Shall the triumphs of the Brave Jackfon and his
fellow foldiers pafs for defeat and difgrace ? Go
to the tomb of the immortal Pike with fuch lan-
ouage—his gentus thall arife and confound you.
Has the youthful Perrv, have Hull, Bainbridge,
Jones, Decatur and other heroes,gathered no Lau-
 rels ? the crimfoned waves of Erie, the reddened
billows of the Atlantic, and the broken <harm of
britith naval invipcibility, empbacically refpond.
Shall the brave but unferéauate Lawrence, ‘whofc
dying injupétion vught to be recorded on cvery
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heart and adopted as the watch-word of our coun-
try.be infulted ? The gratitude of that country
forbids 1t. -

Our enemy has Heen taught leflons of bravery

and humanity. More than a thoufand of her vef-
fels have been captured in. the fhort {pace of two
years. The flag of our gallant little navy has, at
the fame moment, wantoned in the breeZes of the
Northern Sea, and the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans.
The brilliant achievements of the war have eftab-
lifhed a characer for the American Soldier, glori-
ous as virtue, immortal as the foul. The faithful
hiftorian will record them. They will ‘hereafter
glitter on his page like the ftars in heaven ; and
the wretches who would difgracefully mourn the
triumph of their country, and rob the foldier of
his glory, fhall be unable to obfcure them..
- While the patriotic heart beats high for the
hounor of ocur country, we have ferious reafon to
regret our failures and difappointments.  And if
we ndulge in gratulation for fuecels, and 1in for-
row for misfortune, let us profit by pait experi-
ence. If we are reproached for the failure of the
Canadian campaigns, let it be remembered, that
to wreft the Canadas from the French, coft five
campaigns of the veteran troops of England, and
the affiiftance of her American colonies. The three
firft ended in defeat and difgrace. 'The fourth
‘was prefecuted by a Britith force of 0 000 troops,
atded by a fleet of 28 ihips of the line & 18 frig-
ates, againit a French force of lefs than fifteen
thoufand, which but partially accomplithed its ob-
Je&—1It coft another bloody campaign to conquer
the Canadas.

It will not be forqotten that the firft years of the
revolution g:lraaggcd heavily, and produced nothing
for America bu: defeat or tranfient triumphs.
The revolutionary patriot,who now trembles over
his grave, or livesonly in the remembrance of 3
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gratefui country, was often fatigued, exhaufted
and difcouraged ; Defvair and melancholy were
folemnly depited on his brow ; On theone hand
he beheld kis dwelling wrapped 1n flames, & on
the other, his companion in arms falling by his
fide praying, while the lamp of life- was glim-
mering in its {ocket, for the falvation of his coun-
. try ;. He faw the field of battle flowed with
blood, and could view nothing but gloom and ad-
verfity In perfpective. 'With thele views, he was
often ready to e¢xclaim *‘ alas | we have engaged
in a work which ourunited exertions can never
perform, and my country muft fink under the
weight of difafter and oppreflion.” But hope,
that *‘ anchor of the {oul,”” enabled him to perfe-
vere. The triumphat Yorktown foon ended his
anxiety snd rewarded his virtue. If tears were
permitted to tarnifh the luftie of Heaven, how
would he now weep at the political depravity and
degeneracy of thofe, who would furrender, with-
out a f{truggle, the fruits of his blood and treafure.
~ United in defence of our country, we may
ftand, like a mighty mountain, amidft the
thunders of war and ¢ the crath of worlds.”
Our refources are amply {uflicient; our caufe
1s as juft as the caufe of Heaven ; and the
voice of our fathers thunders from the tomb, the
folemn injunction, *“ dont give up the smre!” jf
our republic falls 1t falls the 2/, and freedom bids
the world adieu. We are defending * Liberty in
Ker laft retreat,” and we will not defert her till eve
ery fortrefsbea Forr Grifwold, and every ftrait a
Thermopyvle. With this refolution, let us meet
the legions of our enemy on the thore, **andif
compelled to retreat, let the Jaft intrenchmentof
liberty be our crave.”





