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SIR,

The undersigned Committee of Arrangement for
the 5th instant, respectfully solicit that you will fa-
vor them with a copy of the Oration. deltvered on
that day, for publication  In making th:s request,
they are actuated by a sincere wish, that sentiments

like those, should be promulgated. -
Ve have the honor sir, :
tobe. very
respectfully,
M. SEEFTALL,

J. T. BorrEs, Commattee of

Arrx. HUNTER, . €
L.S.D’Lyox, Republican Citizens.

J.S. BurrocH,
ALEXA  DER TELFAIR, esg.
Savannah, Tth July, 18 3.

et

Savannah, July 8th, 1813.
GENTLEMEN,

I conformity with your request, I sand you a co-
1 of the Oration, pronounced by me, on the 5th in-
seant.

1 duly appreciate the motive by which you were
actuated, in making the application.

Very respectfully,
your obedient servant,

®*  JLEXANDER TELFAIR.

To Messrs. Moses Sheftall, Job T. Bolles, Alex-
der Hunter, Levi S 1Y Lyon, James S, Bullsch;

{Mommittee of Republican Citizens.
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AN ORATION, &e.
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TO SOFTEN the iron hand of despotism, it hzs
been the business of princes to amuse their sub.-
jects with shows; with games; with jubilees, and
triumphs.  The fiftieth year of the reign ofa king;
the return of a conqueror from a foieign war, or
some other circmstance conducing as little to
the happiness of the nation, is chosen for these
exhibitions of roya: favor. The people are amus.
ed; the force of prejudice is strengthened ; ihe
chains of submission are more hirmly rivetred;
the object of the government is attained. W hat a
contrast, my countrymen does such a picture pre-
sent tothe annual rejoicings, which mark the return
of that day, hallowed in the history of our country,
by the solemn act of our fathers, separating us for-
ever from the kingdom of - ‘reat-Brit.i.:—1 0 ce-
lebrate a return of which, kind Heaven has permit.

ted us to assemble on this day.

*
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More than twelve months have elapsed since
war has been declared against our ancient and im-
placable foe the British government ; and though
unpractised m the art of war, we have seen our
Flag triumphing upon the ocean, and our army
generally successful; and even when foiled, ex-
hibiting a valor which does honor tothe cause, the
country, and themselves. ‘The violations of our

rights which led to the declarations of hostiliies,
arc familiar to you; for years had you writhed
beneath their pressure; you have just heard them
read.-¥ Nced I'then ask you are they suflicient to
sanctify the deed ? Need I attempt to prove to you
that the eremy have forced us intc the measure ?
ar endeavor to enlist your feelings in your coun.
try’s cause ? No--the zeal and attachment shich
on $O many occasions you have cvinced for its wel-
fare, is a sure pjedge of the continuance of your
support, and a prcof of the alacrity with which you
will meet danger for the pub‘lr‘ gcod:—and to
him who wcukl rcquve higher Lvidence, I wonpld
point out the piains of F lorida.t  Possessing then
“this ardent attachment for the qmernme‘t under
which you live ; an attuchment not founded in
prejudlce, but approved by your judgnients :—
zealous in the cause 1 whic h it has embarked, no
subject can be moere grateful to your hearts than
the celebration of those events which have givena
brilliancy to the Ameciican character, that time can
never tarnish or 1src>pn.sepmt1(m disfigure.

In pursuance of the proposed plan it wili be my
duty to mark the progress of our arms upon the
land and on the occun, §n as cursory a manner as

the intcresting subiect will admit: —Driefly to ne-
" % The re 'mlttt the (nmmhL on }0 dan Relitiens,

+ Alwding to the Georgie vod Paanaess Velunteero,

' {
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tice some fow occurrences attendant upon the wz
and their influences up-n its prose-ution.  To dc‘
scribe the manner in which the contest has been
carried on by ourselves and contrast it with the
mode adcpted by the enemy : to enquire whether
we have not ample cause to rejoice at the events
which have already transpired, and the probable
results of the present campaign: —And lastly, it
will be my mournful duty to do homage to the il-
lustrious dead, whether they have fallen amidst the
blaze of victory or the gloom of defeat. Should
the conduct of the subject be marked by a loose
and desuitory manner, I must crave a repetition of
that indulgence, which, on a former occasion, vou
so kindly extended.

At the moment when the declaration of war was .
made, a gallant little army composed principally of
volunteers from the states and territories in the vi-
cinity of our north-west frontier .—An armyv as-
sembled at 1ts country’s call, without the agency of
conscription, of impressment, or draught; com-
posed of the flower fthe west, generous a- the soil
they cultivate, and impetuous as the rivers that
water it; led on by officers ubove the reach of-iny
other influence than individual fame and the pub-
lic good, and commanded by a general from whom
much was expe«ted, was advancmg upon the ad-
joining colony of the enemy. ¥rom the plan of
the campaign, the description of troops, the disaf-
fection cf the territory 1o be invaded and the sup-
posced quabfications of the grneral in command,
the most sanguine hopes were cntertained o the
-speedy subjugation of the province of Upper Can.
ada  Qur cyes were anxiously turned to that

quarter, not doubting victory, but only eager te
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hear-it announced” We beheld with-deep interest :
the gradual advance of this band of Freemen to thie
conﬁ aes of our country; with admiration we view: -
ed ‘their patlent perseyerance and: patriotic ardor>
overcoming every :obstacle which the hature of the:t
country presented. - -Supported - by. these,  the
trackless. wilderness becaine a- hlg'hwa - and: the‘?
alm'kSt*umpervmus swamps opened-a “paskage’ ‘for1
their military: train. - Atlength their atival atDiess:
trotis atmonnced they -entamp nponithe. banksoifd/ '
that river. ~ The Standard of ‘the-gallant 4th regts -
ment, is;unfutled upon the platis of Canadar thefv‘ﬁ'
flack m‘szn& it: " No constittmon:ﬂ discussion pre
" ceded their embarkation ; these: were-left ﬂit‘dls- o
affection to suggest, and cowardice o icanvass.”
‘No arguments. were offcred - against- the- policy:of .
the movement.. Their-ofheerscommanded.it, and-~
they- obeyed with alacrity. They did not attempt:s
toprove. the. preposterous assertion that it was jms<.
foditic; unjust,-and cruel to wege war upon:-Canada;=:
because - the British channel -does not-wash-its—
shores: No: this was left forthe prety of opposmon"j
to-advanee and to advocate. : o

We behold them ‘pesetrating the enemy’s coun=
try; victory attends:their arms:/ seeurity'is offeps:
ed to the unresisting, liberty tothe whole country -E
thz Inhabitants rally around their standard. ¢ Alregi*¥
dyv inidea had the walls'of Maldéen. sunk' ‘beriéath 37
the firé of our cannon, and its haughty banner bow=:-
ed-to the supremacy of ‘American valor, when 3
suduenly-we.are informed that our-army-is rétreats i’
ing sthat -under. the cover of night: *thcy have rest-
crossed the river;. that the savage-tribes “of the’t:
north are associated with the enemy 5 -that’ Eetro:t D
1s nvested ;. that all- communicution' with-the sets -
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lements is ¢ut off: and presentlv are inforited,
that this a-my,-the pride gf the west, upon whlch
hung. the hopes.of ur country and- the freedom

and happmess of Camada, has surrendered to an in-
ferior force without an- eﬁ'ort to defend itself.

fceanqs, of these bmve men, who had so success-
fullyyushcd their bayonets at Bronstowr and Mi-

P 1soners . b Dy therr general into the ha ds

4 of the enemy* and sgbbed forever of that - fame

4 w ich was to be the Solace.of past labors, and the

reward of that days corflict. No langu‘ige can de-
pictthem But that ycu may form somé faint con-

3 cention of the tumnltuous grief avhich pervaded

¥ this abused and insu.ted army, let me place before

l

# you an individual Imagine that you behold the
mdlgnant colorel Cass tearing: from his shoulders
4 the insignia- of his profession ; brcakmg in pieces -
¥ that good sword upoa which rested in the hour of
4 battle his honor and his life ; nay, melted into tears
4 by this disgraceful surrender : then conceive the
§ whole lin:: equally affected.

Turning our view to the north during the cam-
paign of 1812, we find little to recreate the gye.

§ We behold one general sacrificing his judgment
@ and his fame as a soldier to the clamours of his
4 troops ; and another exciting hopes orly to pro-
4 duce disappointriient. The invasion of Canada
| below the Falls, under the direction of the first,

ended in the destruction and capture of many of
our brave officers and men ;.and the descent friom

| Biack-RocL above, undeﬁe managcment of the
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other, served only to inspire the encmy with a stil!

higher idea of American valor and enterprize.
Afier this effort the fior of the season put a pe-

riod tothe prosecution of the war in this quarier ;
and our valiant troops, chafed by disappomtment

AP AR A cgm.cs,t.wcre QAR Rekedeto

CNEE ever req\ red this restramt upon
their \ushes, that our f rces might be increased,
and that the preparation necessary to give efficacy
t0 the ensuing campaign might be made.

It was different with the arfh w@orth-west.
To regain what had been lggt by the disgraceful
capitulation « f general Hull, It was deemed neces-
sary to brave the mclemency of a.northern winter,
There ate some men who seem born for noble
purposes. and appear destined to reach the summit

of human perfection, by the proper exercise of the
aftributes of greatness with which nature has gift-
ed them. When with exalted genius is associat-
ed the most resplendent virtue; and occasions
arise which give to their possessor an opportunity
for the display of these qualmcs. he Lecomes the
admiration of his contemporarics, and is beld up as
a model for posterity. Such'is Harrison, the lead-
er of this army; such will be his reward. Takmg
advantage of thg new impulse given to patriotism
by tic. surrender of Detroit, he embodies the ar-
dent spirits of the west, and an 1 is seen advan-
cing, upon. the enemy, ere they had ceased rejoic-
ing as thig bloodless victory. By his ai?pnoach,
the savages. are dlspersed, our besieged Forts re-
lizved, and, thg, frontier protected. A ch,un of
block)mms. copnecting the main body, with. the
sctiiotments. is farmed, M_s;cu;edﬂ\c adyance-
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ment of Teinforcemerits and supplics, and énsured
retreatin the eventof disaster. Great were the dif--
ficulties which he hadto encounter, ere theadvance
guard reached French-Town on the River Raisin,
wliere we ate once more called upon to admire va-
lor without success, and' glory without advantage.
un' fatal village! yesterday securé inthe protec-
11 of your brethiren in arms, you forgot- the rava-
ges of the enemy, and hailed with raptiirous joy the
return of tranquility to your abodes:. to-day your
riornimg slumbers are broken by the ye]Is of sava-
zes, and the roar of cannon . Where yesterday, i
vour peaceful groves were heard ¢ the gentle ac-
cents of love droppmg with melting sweetness -
from the rosy lips of beauty ;”’ to-day is scen < the
soiltary raven feasting on human carnage.” But T
will not pursue tfie picture, for the pencil must bé
cipped in blood whichrgives to it its proper color-
i.vg
~ Pained by this disaster, but undismayed by Y
Dowsequepces, Harrison advances and fortifies a
position on the banks of the Miamt. 'I'he enemy-
iefluted with success and strengthened by a vast ae-
ression of savages lay seige to his camp. What-
bver wisdom could devise, or valor execute, was
Hone to thwart the efforts of the beseigers, and pro-
tect and maintain his position.  The firmness- of
pur troops in sustaining the siege, and the success:
of the different sorties are matters of proud exulta-~
tion, and fully prove that they only want genius to
direct them,- and victory will be theirs. But for
the inconsiderate valor of the impetyous sons of ¢
Kentucky, the events . of the fifth of ‘May, would
have formed one of the brightest pages in the histo-
rv of the war. Notwithstanding, however, the:

A
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 loss of many of these brave men;: we -have ample
- cause of r¢joicing when we. associate the capture of
York with this repuise. By it the talisman is

be trée to misfortune : and when it is known to
_ _vthem that their noble ally is deprived of the means §
in case of d«feat, of furnishing from his own store- }

_they will desert his standard, aiid we shall “on this ;

- e;i areund Harrison, we hayve scen shining with §
. ‘meridian splendor upon the exertions of 4 Jearborn. 4
."Already has the capital of Upper Canada submit-

. the fortresses alox}ig the Niagara been levelled with §

_Britens, led by the gnvernor-gencral of Canada,

-to our army in the conduct of general Brown. ;

12

broken which bound the savages to the enemy, !
for it is contrary to the natur. s of these beings, to §

houses, what plunder, in the event of success§
would make unneéessary, it is to be expected that §

as’ona former occasion. ‘obtain from the necessities |
of Great-Britain, what her znjustzce withholds.«

Victory, whose dawn ‘we have just contemplat- 3

ted to the valor of our comsbined forces, and its %
rich depots yielded up their stores. _Already have 3§

the earth by the fire of our artillery and their de- 3
f nders, Pdllle struck have flcd b. fore our victo- ;
rious generais. |

Not less successful have we been in repellmg
than in attacking the enemy. - A.chosen band of 3

to the attack on Sacketts Harbor, 1s foiled in its §
efforts and is compellcd to seek safety in a precip- §
itate flicht. Honor to the citizen soldier, who §
commanded on that day, and humbled. the prideg
and thwazrted the plans of the knighted minions ofg§-
royalty. Aan example for imitation 1s presented §

Danger calls; heobeys the summons. The battle
over and security rcmorcd ‘he returns immecdiate- 3
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; ly to the quiet of domestic life. Such I trust,
will be the condgct of every. American, when
peace shall be restored to our countxy Such was
the conduct of their fathers. -

Receng occurrences it is true, seem to have
clanged 10 some measure, the p!ﬁspccts of the -
“Northern Army, but of its ultimate success, there
can be httle doubt. The co operation of our
- Lake Fleet, so important in its’ movements, will
- give a different aspect to the appearanceof thm

~ ‘onthe Niagara. Much good not unfrequently aris-

“¢s ouf of seeming evil: this- I  doubt not will be
the case with the retreat-to Fort George ; and the
- useful lesson which- our offfters and men have
learned-in the glorious- attack on the twenty-se-
“venth of May, and in the - subsequent surprise at
Stoney creek,  where fresh honors were acquired
by our troos, and -an increase of glory and know-
ledge. by our officers, will whilst it excites the ar-
dor-of -the one, lempgg the inconsiderate valor of
‘the*other. =z

Through all the vicissitudes of fortune, ourar-

- my has supported the high character of freemen.

Much glory has it a: qmred never has its honor
been tarnished : not even in defeat.

The exploits of our navy nextclaim our attention.
The splendors of {2, the love of fime, and the -
- power of popular appldu €, are amongst the highest
incentives to honorable renown  Urged by these
and love of country, man is capable of the nobIes(
daring. Opposition animates him, dificulties in-
flame him, and dangers attraet him **The hazard-
ous life of the sailor seems peculiarly formed to en-
tice spirits of this ardent and enterprising temper
to brave the penls of the ocean, and ceurt fume

.
n._'i.-‘,‘\(;._‘~
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amidit the Foar of eannes, and the dashi-of wavess -
and herice it is that our navy lips displayed a-ro
mantic gallantry and-seccessful walor, wiich has
called forth reiterated bufsts: ofanplause through-
out America;_and: commarded the.admy : of
i old world® The dentinued success:oF the fa:
wal - power of Great:Britain, ‘during the present:
peign, has een: the wondér- and. the terror of Eu-
Fope. -Sa eonstantly has victory attendedits exer-
tions' iri geery goarter: of the glebe, that its: efre-,
mies felt adreadat betiolding its flag, and whien for.
tune:did: not favortheir eflorts to escape, It was rare’
ardeed; thatthey,fhcbnat strike to the superier skl ~
of British tactics: *Fhe- nuvy: of Framee has for
years: been exiled from its: proper elbment; and
when: occasionally-a. single vessel-hay 1éft the pro-
tection of its Forts; it has cnly:-been to:increass the ™
mumber of its enemy’s force.  Arsinfllar fate’ was
ied:forrour pavy by dmse hostile to thepre-
sent struggle for our.rights: the. falsity: of this
prophecy, is the prou dest boast of the A'meri¢an”
patriot. A ‘like- ophition - prevailéd’ amengst our
foes, .and they: canfidently. spoke of its annihilation
in a very few-months, Tl ey affected to feel a
contempt for the budding honors of our Heroes of
the . Mediterranean, and nretended. to despise the
ineipient fame of Hulil,. Jor «es, Bahbridge, Law-
rence and Porter, who bad so.ably contributed: to:
make the Bashaw ot Tripoli tremble in his Capital :
and seem:to bave fargotten that Decatur, he who-
pursued:the per fidious Furk, that slew his brother,
to the very-fame of the cnemy’s castle,. and there
sacrificed. him. to, appease the,Shade of. the fullen
hero; thathe teo.remained:to support thﬁ“honor'
of his country’s flag,  “Yhough the naval comman-

' Yore o - ¢
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ders of Britain evinced a pretended disregard of
these promises of exalied and sublime actions in
these heroes; yet long, very long, will shey re-
member the victories achieved by them _.since the
commencement of this war, and never, never can
they torget the unexampled carnage and desiruc-
tion attendant upon thesc triumphs.

It would be su'x:rﬂum.s 11 Hi€, my courntrymen,
particularly to desbnbe the naval couflicts which
have r(:ﬁccted so much honor upon our country.
The impression they have made upon you, can ne-
ver be effaced. Five times have vou hailed with-
joyful acclamatmns, the annunciation of victory
upon the ocean. Five times have you beheld the

- British Flag tumbling from its proud and elevated
height, or torn, by our triumphast tars, frem the
stump of the mast to which desparation had nailed
it. "Fhe first victory briliant beyond our hopes
the second not less so, and more beneficial m the
safe arrival of the captured frigate ; and each suc-
ceeding one differing fram the feregoing only in
superior spler:dor; till the last more glorious than
the rest, terminates in converting a British ship in-
to a tomb for its brave defenders. Matchless
prowess! unexampled skill!

The circumstances under which the opposing
Navies met, were calculated to present a spectacle
of the sublime. Both.parties were alike unac- -
quainted with defeat: both equally alive to the ap-
plause of victory. Both eager for the fight; nei
ther avoided the conflict. ‘1 he one rushed into it

oafident of victory from former success: the oth-
jer, relying upon its.innate though untried prowess,
determied to merit it. The one fought to main-
tain.a.name: the other to.acquire. celebrity, The

cae ﬁ"‘\_. \
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oneé contended for ansther gem to deck its a]read
brilliant crown : The other to snatch this dldden;x
from ‘e%mw that .wore it. The orie strug gle(f
for the tyranny of the scas,"with the madness of
desparation : the other contended for the freedom |
of the ocean with the enthusiasm of Liberty. The . .
motto of the one wzs the Orders in. Councnl and
British Impressment ¢ that of the other, “ FREE
CTRADE A\’D SAILORS’ RIGHTS :? The
latter prevailed : Britain writhed ; America exult.
ed; the Uriverse admired. % :

[0} estow rewards suited to the. grandeur of
the victories achieved by our seameny has been the
pride and glory’of America. - Every! .part of the -
costirient has vied in the expression ofits high ad-
miration. The acclamations of crowds, the ho-.
mage of distant cities, the liberality of their govern.
ment, the gratitude of freemen, -have flowed spon--
‘taneous from the hearts that gave them. These
are the richest rewards which Republicans can be-
stow : which freemen can receive. -

It seems decreed, that, beyond a certain point
in their ambitious march to greatness, nations shall
not pass. Toreach it, the whole physical power
of the country 1s called into exertion ; all the’ vir-
tues which adorn the mdlvxanal or give lustre to
society, promote, sustain and support it; and
when these {oose their influence, the spirit which
gave energy to the progress of the morster, be-
comes weak and powerless. A .decline ensues.
Either graduil, but sure, from internal corruption, ;
or sudden and violent from the blows of more po-.
tent rivals. The British government has long °
since reached this state of improveless esflitation
and national depravity : and may I venture to as

e
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sert that America s chosen as the ciief instrument
of its destruction. The hope is not vain.  Alrea-
dy has she humbled her pride upon the ocean,
and should Heaven continue to favor us in bringing
our vessels in contact with enemy’s ships of equal
force, I doubt not American valar will give a blow
to British naval power far more severe than any
which its enémies of the eastern continent haye

. L4

-been able to mflict during a twenty years wet.

Anrd should we continue victorious, 1t 1s to be ex-
pected that the nations of. Europe emulating our
example, will join their efforts whh ours, te crush

‘this monster of the deep, and restore liberty to the

ocean, and commerce to the world:

Amidst the corfiscations of victory upon the
ocean, a passing cloud 1s seen veiling its splendor
for a moment, enly I trust to make the succeeding
brightuess still more glorious. It may be con-
fidently asserted that its effulgence will receive lit-
tle dimunition frem the capture of the Chesapeake ;
but I doubt not it will recéive a melancholy gran-
deur from its accompanying horrors, an awful sub-
limity from the desperate nature of the struggle.
Accidents, my countrymen, may defeat the best
Iaid plans, er victory had been ours : Success does
not always crown the efforts of the brave and skill-
ful, or Lawrence had prevailed.  Of this be assur-
ed, e honor of our flag was safe whilst he was its
guardian, and when he was no longer able to com-
mand, his officers preserved it untarnished by dis-
grace, though it be partially obscured by defeat.

"The prowess and good conduct of our flotilla up-

'tm the Lakes, are worthy of the highest praise,

Its exploits have increased the naval glory of th.
countrv, and been of essential advantage to the in-
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vading army. Atoa= time we have beheld the ii-
trepid Ciuuncey, striki ng such terror into the enc-
my’s sqaa lroa, as to drive it over shoals, and pur-
suing it into a fortia: 1 port, anch oring hisfleet, and
pouring death and destruction into the shlppm
the town and the forb, and retur. ing without loss.
At another coveriag in a most masterly style, the

Mnmﬁoa of our troops, silencing the batteries

of the enemy, and mowing down their advancing

colu nns. May H:aven prosper the future exer-

tions of this actiand ga]l ant officer.

We now pass to the consideration of some few
occurrences attendant upon the war.  Amon
these, not the least conspicuous is the organization
ofa party Inopposition to the views of government,
denominating itself the Friends of Peace. Names
are not always descriptive of things : and in this
instance the attributes of the thing numed, are 50
snuch in opposition to the qualities associated with
+he appellation by which it 1s known, that the ver-
+jest credulity cannot be deceived : If to clamor
against the acts. of its own government and falsify
its 1ntentions ; and to palliate, nay advocate the
conduct of the encmy : if to foment state opposi-
iion and promote disunion: if to strive to injure
the public credit and prevent enlistment ; if to ex-
ult at our disasters, and evincce a satisfaction zt the
successes of Brituin, indicate a love of peace, then
indeed are they the friends of peace.  T'he springs
of action in this party may be discovercd from an
examination of the materials of which it 1tcompos-
ed. [Itis made up of the disappointed of all sects ;
commercial agents ; British hirelings; men who
have abjured the countries which gave them birth,
for the purioses of gain, and some, who were ori-

-
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ginaily dlstmgmshed from us; only in chosing a
different track to reach the same end, but who have
mncurred a high cuipability by lending their influ-
ence to advance the views of a combination, hos-
tile to the government. Its principal motive of ac-
tion is a deadly hate of itssuccessful political rivals,

which by long indulgence, has destroyed all love
of country ; and as there is, from its very constitu-
tion, a place in the human heart to be occupied by
those feelings which constitute the pleasures of the

patnst and which vacuity cannot fill, when love of

ones’ 0wn country ceasek, forelgn attachment must
supply its place.  To this cause are we to ascribe
the celebration of *“ Russian victories.” These men
can celebrate the successes of Kussia (the ally of

~ Great-Britain the enemy of America) with all the
* solemnities of religion ; all the pomp of declama-

i

1

tion, and all the yestivities of joy, but have not one
poor tear to shed over the fallen dead of their own
country ; one solitary acclamation to hail the an-
nunciation of victory upon the shores of Canada.
If the sainted spirits of our sires are permitted to
behold the transactions of this world, may Heaven

in its mercy veil torever from their VlCW.thlS un-
holy sight.

The change 1n the Department of War is tobe

numbered amongst the most important occurren-

-, ccs of the year. By it, order and arrangement

have taken place of the chaotic confusion which
prevailed under the preceding secretary. The
change of a minister in other countries usually pro-
4 duces ferment, but under our virtuous and philo-
% sophic Presxdent the alteration was made almost
¢ without the knowledge of the people, and the bene-
! ficial results alone informed us of the change.
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The sudden Gealin &f e disringuished citizen,
who had m charge the intercsts of our country at
the court of France, is to be viewed as 2 national
calamicy. At this period, the friendship of that
nation is desirable, as the means of annoy ing the
British commerce, wouald be greatly increased by
finding within its perts a place of refuge and safe-
ty for the vessels captured from the cnemy by our
adventurous privateers. The cuty of completing
the unfinished negociation, has devolved upon a

“citizen of our own state.? The acuteness of his
mind, and the vigor of his understanding, combin-
cd with his unbending republican principles, pecu-

‘harly fit him for the station, and place him far
above the reach of the deceptions of a court or the
machinations of a despot, and I doubt not he will
very soon compel the varying policy of France to
assume a dccxded shape.

In our ordinary intercourse with society, we dis-
cuver a variety of character, arising from different
powers, operating upon the judgment and the pas-
sions. The force of habit, the influence of educa-
tion, the @nandates of custom, the power of ambi-
tion, the diffusien of learning andthe form of grv-
ernment, Lave a plastic influence upon the con-
stitutional "temperament of the individnal who
comes within the reach of their separate or combin-
ed operation. T he power of external causes, mov-
ing m unison with these and others, tead to form a
national character. In monarchics it is dependent

In a great measure, tco, upon the temper of the.

prince and the fashions of the court : in repubiics,
upon the action and rcaction of the people and
the government, and 1ts collisions with other states,
Of thc American character it may be said, that

T W H. Gravford.
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oppression forced it i being, and that it was fos-
tered in the nursery of war. The success of the

r

revolution infused into ita love of liberty, which

has been increased and confirmed by the happy

. form of government arising out of the estabhsh-

ment of our independence. ~ Our peaceful pursuits
for the last thirty years, afforded few opportumties
for the display of its noble and warlike character-
istics, and the nations of Europe beholding it slum-
bering for such a lapse of time, falsely imagined 1t
extinct forever: whilst the misrepresentations of
travellers, who viewed it through the misty med:-
um of prejudice, have attempted to disfigure the

‘humbler- attributes of this quiet state. A people

ingenious, bold, and generous; ardent in therr

- love of Liberty and justice ; industrious beyond

cxamgple, unostentatious and frugzl, have been re-
presented as weak, lawless, ignorant; have been
dcscribed as a race of avaricious merchants, and
indclent and tyranical land-holders. The display
of cur national character, already made 1s a fuil refu-
tation of this calumny. and 1 doubt not its future
developement will give an increased dignity to the
American name. The day is not far distant when,
by this resuscitation of character, the American
Flag will be honored wherever seen, and the na-
ticns of Europe remembering its terrible aspect in
war, will respect its mild lustre in peace.

The re-election of the present chief magistrate is
perhaps the most important political occurrence,
associated with the war. In vain has a presump-
tuous rival attempted to shake the confidence
which the people reposed in him: in vain has he
attempted to deceive them with the Syren sorg of
pezce.  Calm in his dignificd seat, encircled by
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the Jove of Americans, sits this good and great
man, unmoved ¢ither by state opposition or party
vivlence. Elevated by his own native éxcellence
af)ove the reach of malice or detractlon . sublima-
ted by the purest patriotism, the most exalted love
of virtue; confident of the continued support of
the friends of Indep»ndem,e, he disregards the
struggles of opposition, and pursues wuh unweari-
ed constarcy the glory and. happiness of his coun-
try ; ioomnq forward toan honorable peace as the
cnd of all his labors, the reward of all his toils.
As long as virtue has i3 ; admirers ; justice its ad-
vocates, and. Amenm its be"rt} , the name of
Madison will receive the komage of “pplau«e' ;
the gratitude of his counry.

I now proceed to describe the benevoient spirit.
with which the war has bem.cdrned on by cur-
selves, and the savagze manner aaoPted by the enc-
my. |

There is something in the excrcise of WErcy so
lovely initself, and it carries with it such a rich re-
ward, that mzn seems to violate his nature, when
he ceases 1oindulze this godlike impulse.

¢ Its quali:y is not strai’d 2

It dioppe:h, as the gensle dew from heaven,

Upon the place bereah ¢ it is twice bless’d.

11 biesseth him 1hat gives, aud him ibat iakez:

*Tis mxghueSt in rthe-mightiest ; it becomes

The throned mona-ch be:ier than his crown :

His sceptre shows ihe fo: ce nf lemporal power,

The attribute 1o awe ard majes:y,

Wherem do:h sit the ¢ ead and fecr, of kings;

But mercy is above 'his sceprer’d sway,

It is enthroned in the hearts of kirgs,

It is an attribuie to God hin:sclf;
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And.earthly pcwer doth :hen shuw likest God’s
When mercy seasons justice.”

In proportion as the practice of this virtue ex-
cites esteem and admiration, does the violation of
its dictates enkindle horror and detestatien. Per-
haps no situation in which a human being can be
placed more imperiously r demands its exercise than
that of the captive. His state should

« Pluck cemmiseraticn

From brassy brscms, and rcugh heznis of fint

From stutbora Tu:ks, ard Tartars, never \rain’d

To cffices of tender courtesy.” :

His life; his lib. rty and his harpmess are at thc

.aposal of his more forturate enemy: and he wh, .
Les from him the first; or spares it only to embit-
ter the last, 1s a wretch unworthy cf he name of
man. What hlgher eaPthly gratification can the
generous soul desire, than its own approbation;
the gratitude of a vanqmshed foe ; the applause of
virtue :—All these await kim who pours balm into
the wounded spmt of the capuve who by the ex-
ercise of generosity blunts the arrow of adversity,
and mitigates the pangs of the dying Hero.

1 rejoice, Americans, that the history of the war
furnishes many illustrious examples of such admi-
rable conduct in our countrymen, and would to
God I cculd add, that the enemy have been equally
'humane. We have seen Hull and Decatur, not

ly exerting themselves to preserve the lives of
the w ounded, and afford comfort to the well, but
evenrestoring, to the vanquished, property, which
became theirs by the right of capture: Lawrence
snatching from a sinking wreck the almost lifeless
bodies of his encmies, and sacrificing by this mag-
nanimous effort, the lives of his own men: And
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Ruainbridge, extorting friendship from a foe—tears
frcm a soldier.  Iustrious champions! 1 repeat
it, vours is a fame, which time can never tarnish,

cr misrepresentation disfigure.
“With a few soltzry. eiu:ptno'ls as in the conduct

of captains Byrcn' and Hardy, the enemy seem to

have soughra ﬁendukb satisfaction in adding to-the
miseries of captivity by the practice of mhum.mlt}

Witness this in .the confinement - of our sailors 1n
loathsome prison ships, in the scanty allowance
of unwholesome focd furnished them; in the in-
dignities hezped upon them ; 1n the imprisonment

of our soldiers in gloomy dungeons ; In crowding

them cn board smiill transports, destitute of com-

fort for the sick ard a sufficiency of food for the.

heaithful; and in returning them to their homes
by the most circuitous routs. The recital of these

- Y “ - -a= -
. circumstances alone, ase sufficient to chill the

heart of humaxm) But what shall we say of the
cruel, barbarous imitation of a Roman triumph, ia
the entry of our trcops inte the, city of Montreal.
What shall we say of a country which can ipsti-
gatearace of bemws, who attack witheut discrimin-
ation and murder without remorse, to take up the
tonizhawk and scalping knife against their fellow
man :—Of a nation calling itscif civilized, form-
ing alhances with such barbarians, and increasing
their habitual appctite for blood, by the rewards
which they offer for the scalps taken from those
who fall in battle: —Of that government which

can ornament its council chamber with these sa-
vage memerials of its victeries. ‘The.black cata-
logue of epithets which the muitifarious crimes of
the world have given rise to, cannot furnish a ppel-
lations sufficiently strong to express the horror an€,

—
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detestation which such esastions engender. For

. these and other acts of inhuman barbarity, this
. government should, be- forever exiled from the,

pale of civilized nations, and be suffered to rank
only with its eo-adjutors.in this war, the pirates Of
Tunis and Algiers and the savages of North Ame-

To cap the climax ‘of wanton crielty, the de-

struction ‘of some happy village alone was wanting.
Behold itin thesméa{mg ruins of Havrede Grace.

i Turn your eyes, my countrymen to that once love-
* ly-village. Beholda licentious soldiery let loose
i upon: its’ dgfe'lcelcss and unresisting inhabitants. -
t Beliold the aged matron, from whose memory is
i not yet obliterated the ‘inhufnan: barbarities prac-

ticed during the revolution by the ‘troops. of the

; lords Rawdon and Corawallis: Too feeble now for

flight, “Ther body sinks to €arth beneath mﬁmut;

| andfear—her sbul aSéends'in prayersto the God.of
3 Heaven. Around. her are seen, youth, Innocence
¥ and_beauty, mingling their devotions with hers.

% Theé Rufhan band approaches;, they entreat that
% their lives may be spared and their little all: but
B half their prayer is heard; nay not half: for the

 consuming element which takes from them their
: little all, robs them of the means of future support.
Iron Hearts' which the prayers of age, the shrieks
of innocence arid the tears of beauty assail in vain.
Inflamed to madness’by the savage fury- of their
leader;-checked by no remorse of conscience;
dead to the: feelings of humanity, this unresisting
: town is given yp to pillage, its inhabitants to in-
| sult, and their once happy abodes to-devauring
flames. Even' the: sacred temple of God, not
i erected by the munificence of a prizce, but buxlt




by the humble p:ety of hosest industry ; unosten-
tatious as the religion to which it is. dedi¢ated; and
simple as the votaries that weekly knelt before its
altar, even i did not escape the furg of these ma-
raunders. Bisappeinted at not (hscevermg within
- its sanc uary aransom fer its exterior, they despoik
and disfigure it, and with difficulty are- dxssuaded
irom applying tbc tor-h. . Sacrilegious wretches !
“inhuman. barbarous foes!  he- honest historian of
Four country, who-e pajnful task it shall be to. ze-
'ardthe events of the reign of George the Third,
when he shall come down to-the history of the
American:War, will blush over thé. pages as he
writes them, and.sigh that he cannot erase them
forever from. the annals of hus couatry and the
memory of the" world:  But Oh! whta deheht-
- 3ul task is reserved for you-future hzstonan of
America. It will be yours to dwell with admira-
tion on the calm and dignified conduct of a virtu-
ous administration ; the matchless valor and trans-
cendant generosity of a gallant navy ; the patient
' constancy and, patriotic. andox of a danﬁg army -
And though thy feeling heart will be pained whilst
1t records some few successless enterprises, 1t will
never be sickened or disgusted. by thé recjtal of
thexr crimes or their barbarltzes.

In CODfOPmltjE to the proposed division. of the -
subject, it would here become my duty taeaquire,
whether, amidst; all the privations iucident to war,
we have not ample cause to rejoice at our present
state and future prospects: but I have already toc
far trespassed upen, your patience : I will therefore
wave this partof the subject. 'l ‘he unusual splen-

‘dor of this day’s celebration, tells me. you exult in
your sxtuatlon The general expression of joy
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which Fevery where behold informe me; you in-
dulge the brightest anticipations. Oh* may they
be realized: May this war prove as frultfui in
blessings, as it has been abundant in honots.
May the offspring eof the present generation have
reagon: to view - with the same sacred' veneration
the conduct of these times. wath- which we, Ame-
ricans, contemplate the agtious of cur fathers-#

In conclusion. So: great are the ealumities of
war, and such thenseessary resuidts cf any cenflict,
that even victory is compelled to mingle’ tears. of
sorrow with the acclamutions ofjoy. Ne matter +
how disastrous. the buttie to the one: ne matter
“how splendid the success of  the other; grief de-
mands her tribute alike, from the victor and the
vanquished. In every conflict mary must falk
In the contests of armies, destruction knows RO
distinction.  The lover and the husband —the -
Brother and the sire—-the general and fhe private -
the glory of his couritry and the idol of the army,
]l jn_undistinguished death. Age and youth,

’ “Wescnt worth and future exy
'cellence sink alike before: 1s resistless tyrant.

VVhen it gecurs that th : fame of those who fal)
had' rot yet passed beyend the circle of their asso-
ciates in arms, the eulogies of friendship and the
solemn dirges of the camp sanctify their doom,
But when the spirit ‘which pervades the whole bo..
dy, and fashes enthusiasm into the advancing co-
lumns, takes its flight from the field of battle, the
regrets of the whole nation are joined with the
exultation which surcess occasions. Su: h are the
feclings inspired by the capture of York and the
death of Plkc. It was a noble victim which fate

demanded: when ‘she claimed his galant soul.
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The loss of a generai is at all times a great bereave-

ment, but when in that officer are discovered traits:
which promised the most exalted greatness; when

in him are seen all those noble qualities which give

lustre to the profession of arms, the miad contem-

plates with awful gleem, the fall of such a Hero,

and sighs that he 1s no more. -

»

« As the young Olive in some sylvan scene,
“Crown’d by fresh fountains wi:h eternal green,
Lif:s the gay head in snowy fluwrets fair

- And plays and dances in the gentle air,

<~ Whenlo! a whirlwind from high hcaven invades

The tender plant, and withers ali its shades,

1t lies uprooted in its genial bed

A lovely ruin now defac’d and dead ™

- Thus lay Pike extended on the plain of York.

- Widow and daughter of the failen Hero! let-the
honorable renown he acquired in the arms of death
mitigate thy pangs. Remember that though lost
to you, he yet lives in the annals of his coun_try,V‘
in the hearts of Americans, 4§ e |
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The fall of him is bjéssful who sinks in instant
death. ompared with that of the dying naval hero,
who survives only to a consciousness of defeat.
It is a dreadful fate which permits him to outlive
the conflict for a few hours‘only; to hear the
shouts of victory from the triumphant foe mingling
with the expiring groans of his companions in
fight ; to behold his slaughtered brothers consign-
ed one by one to a watery grave; which preserves
his mind uninjured amidst the anguish of his bedy,

just long enough ta contemplate all the horrors of
his situation, and behold his sun of glory setting

\,-‘5“‘;&’{‘1/ 1 MA S
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atmdst the murk v gloom of defeat and, which,
just at that dreadfui moment, when his feelings are
wrought up tu the hlgheat pltch of misery, ere rea-
son and reflection have had time to pour the balm
of consolation into his wou:ded spiit, or friend-
ship to solace with the whispers of hope, at this
awful moment of mental misery and -bodily an-
guish, bussts his mighty ‘soul. Such was thy
dreadful doom Oh! gailant Lawrence! pride of thy
- cou ‘try—brizhtest ornamen of thy profcssmn '
Oh! ray tay spirit wake to joys above, ethereai,
exalted and sublime. May thy future bliss equal
in brightness, the gloom of thy fall
Sacred, in the célebrations of this day, be the
zmiemories »f all those who have fullen in battle -
honered be their lives. May the grateful recol-
lections of a bereaved country south the sorrowi g
- spirits of the widowand the crphan : may the admi-
ration of succeeding generations ild anew the fus-
tre of their names, and give an eternity to their ex-
istence. May hlstory when it would set before
- the vouthful mind examples of disinterested patri-
“otism and genercus valor, point to thy names,
Bush, Dudly, Pike, Mills and Lawrence, and thy
companions in deatn: and poetry, catching inspi-
ration from the contemplation of thy enthusiasm,
and grandly swelling with the majesty of its sub-
ject, wonder at the greatness of its powers, Whilst
it celebrates thy achievements.

FINIS,






