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ORATION,

| EPventian

FELLOW CITIZENS,

THE celebration of national
atchievements adds luftre to national chara&er,
It cherifhes the fpirit of emulation, and exalts
the ardor of patriotifm. It quickens intoaction
every latent principle, and imbues the foul with
the deepeft coloring of national {entiment...
Why has the Minftrel artuned his lyre to the toils
of antient heroifm ? His flowing eloquence,
his varied pathos, and his rich expreffion,
have entranced the attention of ages, and drawn
tears of delight from the favage and the fage.
Greece has not alone fung the battles of her
warriors and the {plendor of her artg. Rome
has not alone touched the fympathies, by un-
folding the enterprizes of her patriots. On the
banks of the Danube the voice of viCtory has
fwelled the feftivity of the Vandal ; and the
mufic of the chicfs of other times yet echoes
¢through the mgni:nas of Caledonia. fhe tide

. of gmtitude ha fowed from fire to fon; and

L
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the {pirit enkindled by valor has defcended with
the memory of its gallant deeds,

What imore auguft occafion could have cone
vened us together | Other nations have ccle-
brated the birth of a hero, or the apotheofis of
a faint. Wehave anobler caufe for cxultation...
the triumph of Liberty. ‘This day our counw
try hasreached the twenty-ninth year of Ler fov-
ereignty and independence. It 1s worthy of the
dignity of frecmen to record in their annals the
time of {fuch admirable attainments. It 1s wore
thy of generous enthufiafm to immortalize the
fpirit which purchafed the invaluable inherit-
wnce. [fit were not due tothe honorable wounds
of our patriots, it were the prudence of civil
polity to embalm the narrative of events which
fixed the fuctuating defliny of ages, and eftab-
Iithed the rights of mankind on an imperiftha-
ble bafis...Deep in ¢ifyrace muft they be funk,
who bebold, utmoved, +he monuments of theig
fame degay, ~wi fuff>r the rank weeds of neg-
ket to feed on the monidering trophies of their
valor. Such unalterable mmfamy belongs not
to humnan nature but in its loweft degradation.

Sharld the time ever arrive when the {olemn
arspeal, which tiis day once wineffed, fhall be
viewed with indifference or difd;i’i"?\...whr:n the



(7}

{ublime declaration, that America was free and
foversign, fhall be deprecated as a paroxifm of
»political madnefs...well may we weep over the
ruins of our country...well may we exclaim, m
the holinefs of claffic lamentation, Hic Troja
furt. 'The forms of Liberty may remain, but
the fpirit will be loft forever. The Ghoft of
its departed cxcellence may mozn and wander
through our deferted capitol ; but it will be an
unreal mockery, ¢‘without a local habitation or
a name.”’

Let no fear of fuch prophetic evils fully the
pleafure of this affembly. The joy with which
we celebrate this national jubilee, is an earncit
of our future confiftency. It pronouncces to our
fathers, that what their honor acquired, our in-
erepidity fhall preferve ; what their blood pur.
chafed, our gratitude thall redeem ; what their
wifdom reared as the temple of liberty, we will

ornament and pl’OtE& as the perf;,éhon o! POLf
1cal architecture.

The caufes which influenced, the principles,
which guided, and the {pirit,which exccuted the
cxploit, prefent glorious examples of virtue and
perfeverance.  They accomplithed a change,
at once unexpc&ca and perplexing to the cab-

inets of L. uropc. They difplayed the novel
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ipetacle of a province thaking from its feet
the chains of foreign domination, snd affuming
the imperial purple ; of a nation, rifing in the
majefty of youth, to encounter, confound, and
enervate the counfels and the arms of organized
authority. But this {pinit, thefe principles, and
thefe caufes were not of momentary impulfe.
The experience of centuries had given them a
maturity, which nothing could advance, and
an energy, which nothing could refift.  Perfea
cution had ftimulated virtue ; and viitue {ecua
red the triumph of valor.

Qur anceftors were truly the fons of enters
prize. Having fled from the tyranny of relig-
icus intolersnce, they fouplt in the uncultured
wilds of America an afvium from opprefiion,
and a heritage for their children, Nurfed in an
adverfity the moft trying, at a time when the
richts of confcicnee were cftablithed by inquif-
wtorial edicts ; when religious apoftacy was de-
cided by trials morce abfurd than Gothic ordeals;
w hen heretical convitions were enforced at the
ftake and the {caftfold, with eruclties which
mightappal the heart of a Caligula, and arreft
the purpofe of a Suwarrow...nurfed in fuch an
aaverfity, they knew the full value of hiberty,
and liberally paid for the purchafe. They ef-
teerned confeience more than life ; and unfet-
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tered poverty moré than luxurious dependénce.
‘The pampered indulgence of floth was in their
view no equivalent for inglorious fervitude.
It was the bells and the trinkets of the African,
which amufe his fancy, while they {ound his
difgrace and fefter his finews. The land which
they explored was indeed no Canaan flowing
with milk and honey, to fweeten the repofe of
wearied pilgrimage. The yell of the favage
Awept frightful on tlie blafts of night ; and the
day ftar fickened at the defolation of the pefti-
lence. Whom the tomahawk faved from its
fury, the famine {fmote with difeafe ; whom
the mercilefs winter fpared from deftruion,
{funk under the he@ic of fummer, But a cour-
age, which like the principles which infpired
it, knew no tuler but heaven; added petfever-
ance to zeal, and fuccefs to perfeverance. The
intrepid exiles gloried in their toils and {ecured
the iranfporting trtumph of liderty, They ef-
tablifk.zd rights, not on the prefcription of an-
tient ufage ; ‘hey eftablifhed authorities, not
merely on the chartered bounty of royal muni-
ficence ; they eftablithed a nation, not by the
gradual uiurpation of afpiring vaffals on feudal
feignorics...but they eftablithed the wiole on
the legitimate bafis of popular confent.  No,
Fellotv Citizens, we were not like the conviéts

of Botany Bay, the planted colonies of domef-
B
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tic humanity ; nor, like Ireland, the fraudulesit
.conqueft of a crafty enemy. We were not,
like feudal Villains, dttached to the demefnes
of a Lord ; nor defcended, like an heirloom,
the heavy appendage of an imperial crown.
We grew by the ftrength of native vigor ; iwe
rofe by theforce of internal regularity, untofier-
ed by foreign fmiies and unaided by maternai
protection until we became an object of jealous
ambition. Like the oak of our own forefts
we were born and nurtured in a fky, which
never ‘knew . the blight of oppreffion, or the
engraftment of defpotifm. The foil cultivated
by the labor, and the rights advocated by the
voice of cur fathers, were equally our e//odial
and unincumbered inheritance. - They mort-
caged- no fervices to prerogative, and  they
claimed no equity from regal juftice, What-
ever Britain gained over our fovereignty was
the mere right of power over infant weaknefs ;
the filent though irrefiftible ties of a common
origin, a common language, and a commion
{ympathy, We fubmitted to her encroach-
ments, becaufe we were unable to refift them ;
we wore her fwathing bands, becaufe we want-

ed ftrength to busft them,

Thefe circumftances ought to be well re-
collected in order to afcertain the nature of our
revoluticnary conteft 3 and vindicate it to thofc
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whohave not afcended to firft principles, Withs
out thefe confiderations we might be unjuitly

branded- with the ignominy of a rebellion
apgainft the falutary difcipline of parertal au-~
thority. Miferable indeed would be the {foph-
iftry, and worthy of the diffolutenefs of eaitern
{ervility.—~The ties of the pelitical compadt,.
have no analogy with natural -afiinity. The
remorfelefs parricide under every pretextis in-
dignantly banifhed from: fociety.  But -the
opinion, that no infringement of national right,
no exercife of deipotic vengeance, no oppref-
fions of plundering cruelty, can juflify a re-
nunciation of fovereignty, is top abfurd, too
moriftrous, too deftructive, for the adoption of
reafon or honor. The furious zezal of an Em«
prefs wiio could murder her hufband, and the
bloated ignorance of a Pope, who could anath.,
ematize a world, would fhrink from' 2 vindi-
cation of fuch atrocious de&trines. The grofs
obeifance of the Rufs, and the indifcriminate
appetite of the Ecclefiaftic, would loath the
unfeernly poifon,  They might {wallow the
dogma of tranfubftantiation ; but no Jefuiftry
could win trom their confciences, that political
infaliibility fupcicedes the laws of nature,

T'o the honor of Britain let it be remember-
ed, that n her worft davs this dollrinc was
never ferioufly affumed as the bafis of her de-
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minion over us. It can be {ound only in the
black lettered rubrics of monkith folly, or the
debafing catechifms of modern policy, more
wicked in purpoie, than contemptible in cha-
raCter. 'To make way for the grand promul-
gation of it, conlpiracies of political demoral-
ization have been conjured up; prophefies of
ampending ruin induftrioufly circulated, the
misfhapen notions of  a few fanatics organized
into the principles of a new philofophy ; and
in fine, the mangled fkeleton of lluminatifm,
dug from the bowels of Germany, to fill up
the cauldron of forcery and brew the ominous
witcheraft...But I paufe from the purfuit. The
dodtrine of political infallibility is now quictly
buried in the {ame grave with papal fuprema-
cy. Should any unholy charm raife it once
more to ‘¢ revifit the glympies of the moon,”
we truft the genius of liberty will exorcife the
fiend, and lay it forever in the Red Sea of ob-
livion.

A half century has nearly elupfed fince the
pride of Britain, unveiled and undifputed, firft
difclofed to our fathers, the extent of her ark.
trary pretentions. It had been the preferiptive
rule of her conftitutional policy, confirmed by
the charter of one monarch and ratified by par-
Jiamentary wifdom on the abdication of ano-
ther, that the right of chrcfcntanon was CO-
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extenfive with the right of taxation...that life,
liberty, and propesty were contiolable only by
juries in the Courts of Law, or by peers in the
Courts of Legiflation. This was the darling
birthright of Englithmen ; foftered with une-
qualled folicitude ; feit and inculcated with ca-
tholic enthufiafm., It was bought by heroes
worﬂthy of the acquifition, and defcended to a
pofterity worthy to preferve it. It was the un-

alicnable privilege for which Hampden bled,
and Sidney f{uffered on the Scaffold. If we

were the fubjeéts of England, this right was
alfo our unquettionable inheritance ; if we were
not, we poflefled it from the bounty of nature.
Yet in defiance of all principle, in oppofition
to all authority, fhe boldly advanced the doc-
trine, which fubje&ed us to the dependence of a
province, and the affumptions of a conquett.

The fpirit of America kindled at the infolent
pretenfions.  She was governed by a muld, but
infiexible policy. In tranquility, like the
Chriftian charity, pure, holy, gentle, eafy of
accefs, without partiality and without hypocri-
{y. But roufed to indignation, like Hercules,
{he roft in the frefhened energy of youth, and
. ftrangled the {erpents that ufurped ker cradle.
To a mild petition for redrefs, an ambitious
minifiry returned an imperious, tho’ ambiguous
anfwer...to a modeft ftatcment of wrongs, they
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renlicd with compalfatory edilts, poifoned with
the bitternefs of farcalm...to a definitive remon~
ftrance of reafon, they retorted menacing accus-
jations, which converted the bitternels of far-
ca{m into the luftf ilnefs of venzeance. The
cup ot reconciliation was dratned to its very:
dregs...Qur fathers faw that they muft fink in-
to the tamenefs of {lavery, ar affert the dignity.
of freedom by the fword and the bayonet. The
habits, tne {ympathies, and the affeCions of
life, forced on theirminds the former alternative,
On one fide they beheld a nation, gigantic in.
power, abundant in revenue, and elate with re~.
cent victory ; with troops of hereditary valor,
gallant in enterprize, and {teady in difcipline...
On the other {ide they beheld a country divid-
¢d in councils, diftracted by jealoufies, and li-
mited in refource ; undifciplined for war, but
unufed tc fubmiflion,——The fituation was
fraught wwith perils.  But life was the boon,
and they exclaimed, with the generous Roman,
‘“ a day, an hour of virtuous Liberty, is worth
a whoie eternity ¢f bondage.” The awaken-
ing ardor electrized every heart ; and furmount-
eq every obftacle.  The genius of our Country
waved his banners in protedtion ; and the 4th
of fuly, 1776, witnefled the {olemn appeal to
the God of Armies, that America would be
frec, or penifh in the cffort.  Sublime Deter.
mmatien ! Giorious Refolvel It will remain

F
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ari eternal monument of honcr to the Heroes
who conceived it...it will remain a {plendid ex-
ample to lateft poflerity of what a handful of
brave men can cffect, when fupported by the
energy of independence. ‘The character of hu-
man nature never approaches fo near to divinity,
as when ftruggling to preferve the rights, and
accomplith the falvation of mankind, Gur
Fathers merited fuccefs, and they obtained it.
They fought; they bled ; th';:;:j_-' triumphed.----
From tiie perilous enterprizes of an eight years’
war, they rofe to the full poffeffion of the beft
gifts of heaven, civil and religious liberty.

- Fain would I drop a veil over the condudt of
Britain during this momentous conteft of the
fpirit of reafon againft the fpirit of domination.
Would it were poflible to blot her mercenary
crucities from the annals of our hiftory, But
they muft and will defcend to future ages the
difgraceful mementos of civilized barbarity.
Let no one imagine that T think meanly of the
Britih Charater. I honor a people, whofe
Conftitution has been for ages a folitary inftance
of jurifprudence, founded on the acknowledged
rights of man, I honor a people whole muni-
ficence has patronized the arts, and given the
{ciences a liberal refuge fromm papal oppreflions.
I honor a people whe, in their laws and man-
ners, in their valor and enterprize, havs difcov-
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ered a perfeverance and illumination, whicli
have blended {peculative wifdom with pradtical
grandeur. I wifh 1t were pofiible to honor the
humanity of their martial atchievements, or the
rectitude of their ambitious projects.  Their
Juft for dominion has for centuries deluged ine
plains of Europe with blood, and difgraced the
ocean with oppreflive plunders.  National jui-
tice has perithed on the altar of pride, and even

the fanctity of religion been proftituted to the
fupport of minifterial crufades:.

Moderation 1n refentment is not only the re-
finement of philofophy, but the di¢tate of na-
ture. ‘The polluted jealoufies of national rival-
ry have too cften tharpened the retaliations of
cruelty, and ftimulated the fury of the paflions.
The fatal projets of an Epwarp have unfor-
tunately fettled an hereditary hatred in the In-
Labitants on either fide of the Englifh channel,
which neither time, ror reafon, nor generofity
can fubdue. But though as men e difdain to
confult the indignation of ac.umulated wrongs ;
though as chriftians, we forgive the brutal re-
venge of our revolutionary foes, ** we muft re-
member fuch things were,”” and pafs the whole«
fome leflon to poflerity.  Can we Jforget the
time when, to glut this odious paflion, our ci-
ties were wrapped in flames ? our widows and
children impaled on the bayonet? our wives and
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tnothers expofed to the mercilefs ravither, or
loft in the fury of contending elements ?... Hap-
Py, thrice happy had it been, 1f but one Cre-
us A had perithed in the tempefts | Can we for-
get, that the tomahawk and the fcalping knife
were not beneath the refearch of miirtial poli-
cy ¢ that the Indian warw hoop was the fignal
for the exccution of deeds, ¢ which freeze the
yeuiig blodd and hatrow up the foul 27 Can
we torget, that prifon ﬂnps more {ure 1n their

purpof-.., though lefs rapid in their fataluy, than
the black hole of Calcutta, were the Joathicme

abodes of thoufands of our injured uncomplain-

ing couritrymen, who lingered for months in
the agonies of corrupted horror? Death had
been fweet to them ; but it came not to relieve
till emaciated peftilence had exhaufted every
feverity of torture. The affrighted il
““ heard nightly p]uncr’d beneath his fullen wave
the frequcnt corfe,” till his waters thickaned
with the thining pollution. To this very hour
the fhiricks of the unburied dead roll on the blaft
of midnight, and accufe the ungrateful negledt
of their country. Can we forget thefe thmf‘rs?‘
No... We will forgive them ; but pofierity thall
lcarn, that a civilized natten in an enlightened
age has not been athamed to record her infamy
by fuch fanguinary flratagems.

While we mourn over thefc unfcriunate vics

C
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tims, wnoeie filent fortitude was denied its re-
ward in the death of honor, let it ix in our
hearts the mighty price of our political falva-
tion. Shades of departed lieroes ! ye who fell
in the fury of the battle, and ye who perifhed
in the poifon of the prifon...ye have not died in
vain! Sweet is the voice of your {ame....The
bleflings of nations have {ivelled your requi-
ems...the laurcls of glory thicken on your fe-
pulchres...the gratitude of Liberty immortalizes
your memories. Y our children fhall triumph
in your deeds ; and by perpetusting the rights
which you purchaied, fhall clevate the dignity
of your atchievements, and brighten the {plen-

dor of yourrenown |

Lefs grateful is the tafk to trace the hiftory
of later times, and mark the aberrations from
revolutionary principles. Deeply isit to be re-
gretted that any can be found, who, fubfervient
to foreign infiuence, or fubtle 1 infidious pur-
pofe, depreciate the rights which they enjoy,
and ftain their anceftry by apoflacy and ingrat-
itude.  After fiftcen years of the pureft civil
‘iberty, prote¢ted by a conftitution admirablein
defign, and Leneficent in operation ; after fif-
teen years, in which commerce bhas guided to
our fhores the treafures of the eaft and weft,
and the arts and {ciences been cultivated with
an enterprize unequalled in fuccefs, it would
feem hardly pofiible that apy could be found {o
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joft to human dignity, as voluntarily to re-
nounce thefe bleffings, and afk an afylum un-
der the dangerous pretection of royalty. But
Americans are to learn that ambition, like Mef-
{alina, thinks no proftitution beneath its boaft,
and no corruption beneath 1its communion,----
Laffata, necdum fatiata, receffit ; wearled, but
never iatisfied, it retires for a moment only te
re-act its iniquities with renewed vigor. Ter-
ror and per{ccution after exhaufting Europe,
have been deftined to crofs the Atlantic, and
roam trom Altamaha to St. Croix. The rich
and the powerful have been dazzled with the
magnificence of courts, and the bluthing enfigns
of nobility. The prudent and the good have
been alarmed with the dangers of experiments,
which feeming to fot every thing afloat, might
overwhelm them in their progrefs.  The veil
of the tcrnplt: of let.l‘h’ has been rent in twain,

and the very altars devoted to {anguinary accu-
fatmns

On every fide chubhcan inftitutions have
becn attacked. - The quarrels and diffentions of
revolutionary zeal have been artfully fomented
and exaggerated.  The order of defpotifm, ‘a
bloated carcafe of unweildy difeafe, calm only
from want of lifc, has been drefled in the robes
of an Apega, though, hike her, concealing in
the ornaments of its bofom a poifoned dagger,
it folds to corrupt, and embraces to deflroy....
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Thefe events are not here recited to awaken in-
dignation or extenuate error ¢ they are recalled
to your minas merely to {hew that even inno-
cence and virtue may become the deluded apol-
ogifts of intolerance and ¢crime.

Far be it from me to vindicate the atrocitics
which have {ometimes difgraced the beft of

caufes. ' Theaccufations, the banithments, and
Hc {avage P"*deleb which have crimfoned thc
Gallic annals, ‘are deeply to be regrcttcd by eve-
ry friend of humanity and reafon. They have
left a ftain on the alfar of Liberiy, which her
veftal worthippers have fearcely wathed away.
But let thofe who have added the torch to the
fageot, as well as confounded the prmmple with
the action, let thofe xefpond to their confciences
for the unholy horrors. Lei them weigh a-
gamﬁ revolutionary woces, the maffacres cf
Lnarlﬂs, the Siberia of Catharine, the crema-
tions of Mary, and blooJ" p{.rfccutlons of Phi-
lip.  Let them decide 1( the oppreffions and
cruelties of ten centurics could be'too fiercely
retaliated. Let them decide if thele accumu-
lated wrongs could be redrefled, but by the aw-
ful facrifice of the innocent with the guilty.=--
Alas ! the beft caufe cannot decompofe the cor-
rupt clements of . ambition ; the werft cannot

extinguith cvery gleam of virtuous glory.  But
Joubly guilty are thofe, who, to {ubferve .the
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putpofes of party, wilfully confound accidental
evils with neceffary refialts ; and depreciate the
principies of freedom, by examples drawn from
the viclence of a moment.

Why are the American People at this very
moment éf?anged ander adverfe banners by the -
vehemence of party ¢ Why are names made
the raliying points of divifions, when thercis 2
real harmony of fentiment #  We believe in the
emphatic language of cur illuftrious father, that
the great majority are, in 2 noble fonfe, “¢all
federalifls, all repubiicans.” But their charac-
ters and fentiments and friendfhips have been
hazarded in the jeopardy of words. Why are
the fplendot and tranquillity of menarchies
blazoned in 'u!, the pomp of eloquence ; and
the miferies aud oppreffions and frauds of here-
ditary prerogative forgotten or concealed ?..
““What would offend the cycin a good ps.éturc: |
the painter cafts difcreetly in the fhades.” Why
is the alarum bell forever ringing changes a-
sainft innovation, reform, and phﬂofoph}* :
Arc the crude abortions of 2 few ditempered
brains to be affumed as the principles of Legi{-
latien ¢ Moderation and  prudence thould
guide the hand of experiment with a controling -
coolnefs ; but {urely impravement is not forever
to be ftifled by the fear of difafter....Why are
projects ciarﬁkly hinted which tend to diffolve
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:he Union, and reftore us again to anarchy and
- ¢rnfufion 2 Thefe are evils which all good
men thould unite to reprefs ; for all are intercft-
ed inthe prefervation of their country.  Yet
party {pirit has {o far blurred the public vifion,
that though they difturb the glare of day, they
feem buried in Cimmenrian darknefs.

I am deeply {enfible that the afhes, on which
I tread, arclivingembers.  Refpeliling men and
meafurcs, no vehemence of declamation, no a.
cerbity of inveltive, fhall on this occaiion in-.
vade thefe walls, That tafk is left to thofe,
whoic medefty has ufurped all talents and vir-
tue, and wholfe candor has meafured all politi-
cal honefty by the {cale of faétion....No fuch’
pre-cminence 18 claimed here.  We are proud
to confefs that many are found in the oppofi-
tion, whofe powers tranfcend the timid ken of -
republicani{m, and whofe honor has never been
fullicd by fufpicion. But refpeliing principles,
no one asfvanced beyond the rattle and leading
firings fnould difgrace himfelf by hefitation.---
If our feven luftres of liberty had been, like the

Yoman Saturnaita, a fhert interval of cquallty,
{;m} cranted to rivet more firmly the fetters of
flavery, we might well reafon ourfclves into 'a. .
patient belief of the. bleflings of oppreflion.—
The gauzy {ophiftry would at leaft cover our
fhame, and blunt our fenfibility. But if one.
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particle of revelutionary {pirit yet remains, 1t
muft flame with indignation at the terrible im-
port of monarchical maxims. Yes, Fellow-
Citizens, whatever forms they afiume, whether
the clamorous authority of power, cr the grave
refinement of {peculation ; whether they de-
nounce, or weep, or entreat, the eraftv SINoNs
who would exchange republican fimplicity for
royal trappings, are the deadlieft enemies of . our
national greatnefs, It requires not the prophe-
tic powers of a CassaNDRrRA to forefee, when
fuch men bear {way, that the wooDEN HORSE
of  defpotifm will foon be within the walls of
the Conflitution. It will then be too late to
fave...The woms is fertile inarms; the GATES
are furrendered to the foe !

What in truth are the boafted advantages of
monarchy ? Are civil liberty and perfonal pro-
teClion fecured ? Thefe are the tranfcendant
rights of mankind, without which I:fe itfelf
were a heavy burthen. Look over the annals
of ages, and mark the melancholy pi€tures.---
Wherever we turn, nothing appears but a gloc-
my {ucceflion of tempetts, lighted at diflant in-
tervals by a tranfient {unfhine, which rencers
the {urrounding darknefs more terrific. Op-
preflion and cruelty, murder and war, defciibe
the progrefs of dominion. The whims of 2
courtier, the intrigues of a miftrefs, or the an-

>



(2% )

ger of a prince, have defolated kingdoms, #nd
{acrificed the felicity of millions. The lives of
fubjects have been tdo thean for the confidera-
tion of thofe, who are born for empire. If the
{fecurity of property be the obje&t of gdvern-
ment, where is the monarch whofe rapacity has
not trampled on the laws, and wrefted from in.
duftry its fcanty pittance ? What has been
fpared trom the grafp of the excife, has been
plundered under the fan&tion of 2 requifition.
Even in that country, which boafts a limit-
cd conftitution, {carcely have her own hiftori-
ans, thro’ a (tries of one thoufand vears, traced
a fingle rcign untarnifhed by arbitrary exac-
_tions; and unclouded Ly unneceflary wars.-
National honor has been the vulgar pretence of
dictatonal authorlty, and national calarmty the
undéeviating refult. Need I advert to’antient
times 7 Examples yet Live, and crowd arotnd
me on cevery fide.  The vallies of Erin echo
ivith the thrizks of murder and répine; aiid the
fireams cf the Indus are choalted with the blood
of its children.,

No, iellow citizens...though under a mild
fovereign the {ubjcéts of hereditary fway may
enjoy civil happinefs 3 yet it is but the dream
of o mement,  There is no fecurity for the fu-
ture,  WWherever public refponfibility ceafes,
injuftice will prevail.  No character is too fub-

L
w



(25 )
lime for error, when the force of public influ-
ence is deftroyed. Kings have not aflumed
the robes of angels to difpenfe peace and juftice :
they have not been cloathed with divinity to re-
fift the affaults of ambition, and the allurements
of vice. Corruption and crime have not fled
the imperial purple. Debauchery and murder
have too often ufurped the palacc . and ftifled
the voice of complamt before it reached the
throne. The cnergy of 2 monarchy is the mere
refult of the abfolute contro! of one will over
many ; of an individual opinion, urchecked but
by the fuggeftions of ambition or revenge.
This very cnergy, fo much admired from its
promptxtujc of action, becomes the fource of
mnumerable errors 3 and one exccutive error
frequently involves in it a deadly cataftrophe.
This very energy is purchafed by the miferies
of millions, whofc propertics are cevoured and
whofe hve.} are crufthed by its licentioufnefs.
it is the very naturc of juftice to be deliberate.
Rapidity of decifion, though it imay fometimes
atchieve an Important enterprize, 1s generally
i national affairs the worft of political dele-
fions. The mighty interefts of State arenot 1o
be moved like the wires of a puppet fhew, The
fiery fpirit of ambition would overleap at once
the ordinary calculations of reafon, and hurry
into meafures, which nething but defpair can

D
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duthorize. It this be energy, if this be glory,
I truft we fhall long be ftrangers to them, it
is the boaft of a reprefentative gevernment that
the voice of the peopleis diftinétly heard : that
deliberation precedes action : that the interefls

ot the whole are not abandoned to the mercena-
1y proje@s of a few.  Yet when national faith
15 violated, or national Iiberty invaded, the pub-

lic zeal waits not in tardy indifference for the
nod of a prince or the approval of a minifter.
{t concentrates itfelf for a&ion, and burfls with
inftantancous vengeanceon the daring aggreflor.
Away then with thefe thallow declamations a-
gainft republican governments.  ‘They poffefs
all the ftrength requifite for national union in
a ncble cauf? ; more thev ought not to poflefs,
The foldier 1s not led to the ficld a deluded vaf-
fal : he feels the public wrong,. and glorics to
avenge his country. That the petty intrigues
of a chief, or the fury of a fadtion, cannot in
fuch a government awaken the.popular zeal, 15
a proof of its admirable polity. Waris the
{courge of the human race,. and fhould be the
Iaft refort of infulted virtuc. The fuflerings,
which it entails, cven in defence of juftice, re-
quire that its caufe fhould be maniteft, and its
object national. IFFreemen can never be infen-
fible to martial ardor ; but they difdain to prof-
titute it to the caprice of a courtezan, or the
wiles cof a traitor.
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Let it be our duty then on this glorious anni.
verfary to inculcate the love of the Conflitution,
and cherifh with rapt devotion the Inftitutes of
FFrecedom. ‘YWe have paflfed the perils of war,
but we are not yet beyond the reach of political
Catalines. Dangers of a moft powerful, tho’
fecret influence, impend over our heads.  The
voice of indignant virtue has cruthed the open
traitor ; but who can feize the Senator in his
wiles, and the affaflin in his cell ?  In every
community, however bleft with privileges, or
adorned with glory, there will always be found
reftlefs {pirits, who are ever watchful to fan the
flame of faCtion, and organize the machinations
of fedition. Urged by uncontrollable impul-
{es, they riot in tumult, and build their great-
nefs on the ruin of thetr country. At every fa-
vorable moment the {ecret infinuations of in-
triguc, the loud denunciaticns of confpiracy,
and thz crafty cantings of hypocricy, will be
employed to thake our principles, and fap the
foundations of national union. Every engine

which ingenuity can devife will be forced into
action to accomplifh the bold defign. Ambi-

tion, who never flumbers nor fleeps, can affume
ten thoufard forms to awe, to perfuade, and to
intoxicate. It knows how to win the car of
curlofity by furprize, and force convition. on
the unwary by the point of ridicule. At one
time ats voice in the mufic of a fyren peurs the

1
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captivating itrains of eloquence ; at another it
wins {weetly in the tones of flattery and candor;
at another it denounces in all the thunder of ac-
cufation.” Daring, "intrepid, infatiable, it ad-
vances with a hardihood ¢f affertion commen-
furate with the faifity of its ftatements. - It
proftrates at its feet, with unhefitating cruelty,
every thing however facred, however venerable.
Youth, beauty, genius, age, are unrelentingly
led toexecution ; and the exuluncr demon Jaughs
m the agonies of its victims,

Do I paint the perturbed images of a dream ?
Do 1 paint the diftorted fictions of fancy ?...
Would to heaven it were all a delufion ! But

no age or country has been exempt from its fu-
fy.  France has not alone wept over the maf-
{icres of RosESPIERRE ; Britain has notalone

been clathed 1n fackcloth” by the wars of her
Hexeres., Civil diffenfion has, every where

opencd the way to flaughter ; and enprincipled
fa&tion madl a charnel houfe of the earth. From
the tombs where our revoluticnary patriots in-
terved the reliques of antisant ariftocracy the gi-
gantic SrrcTrE has arifen. Hisvoice has howled
round our dwellings in the filence of midnight,
and vifited the preeindts of day with omincus
predictions. His breath has been the breath cf
war, deftruction, and carnage....Deat to the

y
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groans of mifery, the murderad infant, the dif-
;'rac"ccd mother, the buraing city, have not chec-
ked his impetuous c:-eer. His griffin wings have
fapped in horrid trivinph round us.. At one mo-
ment all {eemed In ruin...but thanks to the wif-
dom of our councils, the Miffiflippi has not
rolled in blood., Lovutsraxa hasleaped from
her fetters, and like her fifter States, fmiles in
the full poffeffion of peace, liberty, and virtue...
- The fong of the peafant echoes joyfully thre?
her mountains ; and the choral hymn of freedom
{wells the matins of her veftals.——1It {hall net
be my part on this occafion to weaken by atran-
{ient culogy the admiration of this bright at-
chievement of pohtlcal ph!lofonhv The fame
of our illuftrious adminifiration 1s not cft to
the periﬂmblc breath of man. It is recorded
in deeds which fhall defcend to pofterity, and

give immortality 1o national ;,ratitu de. JeF-
FERSON has not lived for his own age. The

hand, which traced the Declaration of Indepen-
dence, may crumble in the duft ; but the labers
of thirty years devoted to the public fervice
have enfured a title to a glorious perpetuity.

What then, Fellow Citizens, fthould the re-
collections of this day infpire ?.,.A holy dcvo-
tion to liberty ; a jealoufy of power ; and a de-
teftation of defpotifin, We {hould be vigilant
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co manle the {uft roads on republican princis
sles ; we Thould nourifh in our children an at-
tachment to our national unton ; and open ouy
arms to receive the good and the honeft of all
political denominations.  We fhould cmbrace
m the communion of private lite all whole cha...
radters merit conhidence ;3 but never {nfler our
councils to be invaided by men, however exal-
td in talents, or fublime n virtues, wholoathe
the fimplicity of republican governments.

Far be 1t from us to encourage an unigenerous
fnfpicion of the defigns of the grear and honor-
able. It is moft orcently to be hoped that civil
wifdom will no longer be the watchword for
perfecution ; nor fuperior learning the ftepftore
to the guillotine, A Ipirit of political intoler-
ance has gone forth, more deftructive ““than the
peftilence that walketh in darkneds, or the fa-
mine that waftetr at noon of day.””  More ra-
nad i ats progrefs, than e fubled Runtor, it
has fivepr away with indifcriminate fury the
hoary repatatien of the fage, the accomplifhed

~ovy
df‘)qu nee of the fchelar, and the well ecarned
I

wrels of the flatelman, It has opened the flood
aates of caiamny, and {pread a mighty deluge
aver the moral world,  No chara@er has been
too hitgh for its detration ; no glory too an-

. {af:nt for s fullving ; no vistues too fure for its
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ravages. Dby a reverfe of aflinities, it has corniw
trolled the defiderate of philofophy, and tran-
muted the pureft gold into the bafeft metal.---
We arc indeed told, and from high authority,
that this 1§ the rank and indigeénous offspring
of republicanifia, which, like the Upas, chan-
ges every thing, which npproachcs it, into In-
nofpitable barrennefs.  But let thofe, whofe ar-
tifices have wiifully fomented our domeftic dif-
Jdenfions, anfwer this by an appeal to their con-
feiences. The flim{y pretext is too tenucus e-
en to fupport a funbeam.  "Thro’ its gofloma-
1y folds no eye 15 too dim to perceive the chry-
falis of royalty. It is a mere ftalking puppet,
to delude us of our liberties ; a pmtonmmc
vhoft, < which {rets its hour upon the ftage,’

to beguile us into hereditary government, Ca-
lumny is the promifcuous growth of every age
and clime. . Nothing Dut the purity of a well
regulated public opinion, and the encrgy of a
cenerous and corretive fympathy can crufh its
baleful progeny.

To atfain this Lmportant cndd {liould be the

nelt ambition of freemen. It private charadter

cannot be {ecure ;1f individual enjoyment can-
not bz proicfled ; 1f « life of confiftent devotion

to the public good cannot redeem reputation
from invidicus afperfioi...in vain {hall we &

4
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gournit the bleflings of liberty...1n vain thall we
allure to the charms ot republicanifm.  Man-
kind will {feek a filent oblivion under a yoke of
bondage, rather than fubmit to fuch uncqual
vontefts:  Let it therefere be our darling obje&t
to preferve the freedom of the prefs, unadilter-
ated and unfufpe@ed.  Whiie the vigor of its
frame 1s unimpaircd, and the {fources of its nour-
ithment utpolluted, we may bid dehance fo the
{liocks of ariftocracy and the peftilence of anar-
chv. The immorulity of our Conftitution,
like the divine Calypfo, will freftien and bloum
through an eternity of youthful lovelinefs. The
activity et its powers may {fometimes produce
1 rapidity of miotton to alaen and perplex ; but
it will only fhew that the {prings ¢t its life are
elaftic, and the h..umon} of its ballances unin-
terrupted.  Difuftrous indeed would be the mo-
ment of its lumber. It vrould portend a leth-
argy, ‘*whence there 1sno rerurn,’

i.ct us then infure this glorious perpetuity by
encrous confideace, coextenfive with the le-—.
requtfitions of goveininént.  This confi-
dence, too facred forabufe, and too formlt able
for camﬁ{.twon, will add temaperance of action
{o nonqu of defign, and private honor tc pub-
]if‘ felicity.  Under the ;mf'pi(tn:s of a candor,
B Eind, yer watchful...ferens, yet inflexible, u-

a
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nion of fentiment will give an impulie to our

nationai charad&er more uniform and irrefiili-
ble than ever invigorated the ufurpation of Ck-
s AR, or corrected the ambition of the Bour-

BONS.

Much might be done to allay our unnatural
jealoufies, if the good fenfe of the community
were united in the effort. "well know that
moderation is too often miftaken for timidity,
and prudence for weaknefs, The fludtuating
indecifion of the wary and the fubtle is truly
deteftable. [t{erves all tiines, and {fuits all {fea-
fons. It s a pelitcal Proteus 5 the moment it
15 within vour grafp, its form is chianged, and
its powers annihilated.  But the {ilent majeity
of a mind, which unmoved by applaufe, and
unawed by cenfure, fleadily purfues the path
of honorable patrictiim, is the glory of human
nature, becaufe it is the glory of philefophy.
Its meoderation is the coolnefs of refolve ;71is
prudence the adtive control of intellect ; its de-
cifion the impreflive maturity ofjudgmu.-.t. A-
mid the ftorms of contention, it preferves its
retived character ; but roufed by poiitical {for-
cery, it comes forth, like Samucl, in the awful-
nefs of prophefy, to direct, to denounce, and to
fubdue. Such were the minds of the venerabls
fages who condudted us to independence ; and
fuch are the minds deftined to bufh the tempe-
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rary difcords and harmonize the’ jarring cle-
maents of local prejudice.  Public opinton will

Toen feek its patural level ; and public Jcaloufy
melt away in'the general happinefs,

Let then the creed of our political faith be,
iviolability to conftitutional rights and confli-
tuttonal authorities, Removed from the tur-
moils of Europe, let us preferve the rights and
affert the dignity of neutrality, . Let us banith
from our hearts the petty prejulifees of States,
and unite In a bold vindication of our national
character. Let us cultivate peace and friend-
fhip with 21l mankind ; but difown all foreign
partialities, not founded on commerce and vir-
tue. So may the bleflings we poffefs defcend
to a grateful poflerity ; and in the pathetic lan-
ﬂ'u*'“"rc of the Venetian fage, our laft prayers

breathe for the Repubhc...c_’/z'o perpetua...zy
it be immortal. |
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ALL hail to the dw, when aflembled as one,

Qur gallant forefathers proctaim’d us a nayion 3,
When Liberty role. as from chaos the Sun, "

And illumin’d our realm with the rays ol {alvation ;

Mid the tempeit her voice
Bade her children rejoice,

And proteft by their valour the laws of their cheice ;

Wake, {ons of the brave ; ereto tyrants ye bow,

*Let veur bones blanch the plains, where your fives urg’d the plough,

L]

From Georgia to Maine on the wide wings of fame
Spread the zeal which nipit’d the {ublime declaration,
Like hightning diftus'd, the biight patriot flame
Swept wild its career, and elz€riz'd the Natlon -
Say, tyrants, the wind
With chatns can ye bind,
As well might ye fetter the frecborn of mind @
L.et the {live bite the dutt wnil toipower bends the knee,
The Gaods ,.nal! protcél 1%*0 &, whe'dare to be free,

Yarcll’d by high heaven on the tecords o of fate,
Stands the lofty decree, that through time {hall endure 3
All mortals are frec, and their facred eltate
No preleription can bar, and no fittion oblcure ;
Their nights to mamlam,
Norne (Liall {truggle in vain,
No barter can change them, no ediét reftain ;
Then perifh tie coward, who fhrinks to a {lave,
Heaven gives iis 1ich bieflings to nouiifh the brave,

'}"'1{1 the perils of war, mid the davkuels of deatl,

Led by wifdom our {ires sh=s drear wilds track’d iaboricus
Iu vatn Fammt. and fickne(s fhed pethilent b eath,

T l.ey grew b},* %feau and their zeal was vittciious';
]'L-G' ulﬂf’ll\' ';11?!1!5

L Tha oavh the tempeft fione bright,
Let the brave ne'er dc!'pair, for though myiiads oppote,
The arin nevv'a by freedom fhall conguer all foes,

Immortal defirn Favhen the conquerors of old
Led ther vallzly to battle for plunder or glary,



How high beat the pulfe when the vift'ry was told,
Rehears’d by the bad in the grandeur of flory 3
While the PRe3ns al'-..:end, '\ o+
‘Their forrows they blend,
And pour o’cr the fallen the teass of the friend &
Ilow rich are the tears o’er the heroes we {hed !
They chenifh the vistars—they hatlow the dead.

o

And {(hatl Treemen be damb, when tn Liberty’s caule,
Her patoots have pertflvd with holy devotion,
Unappall’d in the dungeon, unfvay’d from the laws,
Thouuh muavder fteamn’™d hot from the pells of the ocean .
U tielr vuniityy ta fave
Did the batgle’s dire rave
Have bled—antd their Lurels have cover’d their prave 7.
Wihile we moarn theiv fad doom——not unble(t be the figh,
“Uis fweet—"ts fublune, for our country o die,
Shades of Tle, s doparted bmthe perils ye bore,
Toe Dime of oo deeds to }*nm-' uﬂ‘apring; dtl'ﬁ:tndiﬂg,
Shall G-l hiio =0l vale and enkindle vach thove,
From e (pring of the morn o the day’s weltern ending :
Asas’d by the {:Jtlggl “ 2
Fraae his odlon protaund
he caprive (it feapy and his chatus feel unbound :
Whide rrze to yamr ylony the doring behell
1o die e be Bee” fhall indpire every bieatt.

\Whete Libevry dwelle, To b what beauties anle,
Aty leivace and vistue enjoy her protections—
i 'en the foil feels fafh nurtare dithl from the {kiss,
Aud wooes 1o te botom the fruits of perfettion ;
Benath her mild reigo
Commerce frerphrs the free main,
And the Loves and the Graces dilport on the plain.
Theu crowd to ber temples ye {fons ot the Brave—
Uy vours to prefereyey what your forefathers gaves
Vhile the bripht Sun of eimnpire aftends in the Welfk,
And courts s voung geaias witlh {mid=s and nlrufﬁngl,

B onr realon oo ni'j.'inm; whare Freedom may 12 i, 1ty
Avd the mind ois of peace diffule wids then b\fzmugﬁi
Sarare” ey nntold o
Studtb o e hildien hhold .
Pare oo vas ol glovy and wapture unrell’d ¢

Tt e B Lt ovade thira® natues fndd fweep,
Aad chaos return oler the face of the dcrl'p-.



